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JOHN  SLIKER  BILBY. 

At  this  point  the  biographer  is  glad  to  give  a  conspicuous  setting  to  the 
life  record  of  John  Sliker  Bilby,  a  man  who,  however,  needs  no  formal  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  readers  of  this  work,  being  one  of  the  notable  men  of  his  day 
and  generation,  his  name  being  state  wide  and  even  national  in  its  scope  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  he  ranks  with  the  great  land  owners  of  the  world,  therefore 
any  attempt  at  laudation  here  would  appear  somewhat  inconsistent  if  not  in¬ 
congruous  ;  but  aside  from  the  positions  which  he  occupies  as  a  leading  and 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  there  is  added  interest  attached  to  the  resume  of  his 
career  from  the  fact  that  during  his  many  years’  residence  here  he  has  seen 
and  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  wonderful  development  of  Nodaway  county 
from  the  primitive  conditions  existing  when  the  prairies  were,  many  of  them, 
lying  in  wild  sod,  to  the  opulent  present,  he  having  long  been  one  of  the  ad¬ 
vance  guard  of  progress  and  material  advancement,  and  while  he  has  benefited 
himself  in  a  very  material  way,  he  has  never  lost  sight  of  his  obligations  to  his 
fellow  men,  being  public-spirited  and  loyal  in  his  support  of  movements  hav¬ 
ing  as  their  ultimate  aim  the  bettering  of  the  locality  honored  by  his  citizen¬ 
ship. 

Mr.  Bilby  was  born  at  Drakestown,  New  Jersey,  January  19,  1832,  his 
parents  being  John  and  Delilah  (Sliker)  Bilby.  The  father, 'also  born  in  New 
Jersey,  spent  his  life  there;  he  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  Bilby,  a  sterling 
Scotchman  who  settled  in  New  Jersey  before  John  Bilby  was  born,  thus  es¬ 
tablishing  this  honored  family  in  America.  John  Bilby  was  a  stone-mason  by 
trade  and  later  in  life  followed  farming;  upon  reaching  maturity,  he  married 
Delilah  Sliker,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  in  which  state  her  parents  were  also 
born.  To  John  and  Delilah  Bilby  fifteen  children  were  born,  twelve  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  five  are  now  living:  Aaron  died  in  1908;  Jonathan 
died  in  1900;  Mrs.  Marilda  Painter  died  in  1904;  John  S.,  of  this  review: 
Nicholas  died  of  consumption  contracted  while  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war; 
George  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness;  Jesse  lives  at  Hackettstown, 
New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Renzilla  Dick  died  in  1908;  Mrs.  Mehetable  Seals  lives  at 
Drakestown,  New  Jersey;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gillinger  lives  at  Quitman,  Nodaway 
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county;  Mrs.  Mary  Young  died  in  the  winter  of  1903;  Charles  lives  at  Nellie, 
Oklahoma. 

John  S.  Bilby  grew  to  maturity  at  Drakestown,  New  Jersey,  and  when 
only  eight  years  old  went  out  to  work  for  his  living.  Later  he  worked  an 
entire  year  for  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars.  In  his  youth  he  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade  and  always  knew  the  meaning  of  hard  work.  These  early 
experiences  gave  him  great  fortitude,  self-reliance  and  persistency,  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  his  large  success  of  later  years.  He  is  pre-eminently  a  self-educated 
and  self-made  man,  therefore  richly  deserves  the  benign  smiles  which  For¬ 
tune  has  bestowed  upon  him  and  the  high  esteem  of  his  countrymen.  In  the 
early  fifties  he  became  a  sufferer  from  tuberculosis  and,  believing  that  a  change 
of  climate  would  benefit  his  health,  came  to  Canton,  Illinois,  and  there  he 
worked  for  a  time  with  William  Parlin,  who  afterwards  became  a  member  of 
the  great  plow  manufacturing  firm  of  Parlin  &  Orendorph.  Accumulating  a 
little  money  there,  he  began  building  houses  on  contracts;  he  also  built  houses 
and  sold  them,  and  later  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  near  Canton.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  Applegit,  a  native  of  Drakestown,  New  Jersey,  and  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Moses  and  Margaret  (Messinger)  Applegit,  and  this  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  four  children,  namely:  Frances  Ellen,  born  in  1862,  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  Rufus  H.  Smith,  formerly  a  practicing  physician,  now  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Seattle,  Washington;  John  Edmund,  a  record  of  whom 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work,  is  the  eldest  son;  Russell  Irving,  the 
second  son,  is  also  represented  in  this  work;  Nicholas  V.,  who  was  born  in 
1870.  married  Bird  McMacken,  and  lives  at  Holdenville,  Oklahoma,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  a  number  of  enterprises,  raises  cotton,  cattle,  runs  a  cotton-gin 
and  has  an  oil  mill  on  his  large  plantation  on  the  Canadian  river. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  October  2,  1887,  at  what  was  then  the 
family  home  in  the  west  part  of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county. 

After  his  marriage  to  Margaret  Applegit  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Bilby  went  to 
live  on  his  farm  in  Fulton  county,  near  Canton.  He  then  made  several  trades 
in  farm  property,  and  three  or  four  years  after  his  marriage  he  moved  to  near 
Bushnell,  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois.  He  and  Messrs.  Day  and  Crider 
organized  one  of  the  first  livestock  commission  firms  in  Chicago  under  the 
firm  name  of  Crider,  Day  &  Bilby.  Mr.  Bilby  remained  in  McDonough 
county  and  bought  and  shipped  stock  to  Chicago.  Whenever  an  opportunity 
to  buy  land  in  McDonough  county  presented  itself  he  availed  himself  of  it  and 
became  the  owner  of  nearly  a  thousand  acres  there.  About  1868  he  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  a  half  section  of  land  in  the  south  side 
of  Green  township,  west  of  Nodaway  river.  Here  he  rapidly  increased  his 
holdings  and  soon  had  in  his  possession  a  very  large  amount  of  land.  Having 
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a  lumber  yard  of  his  own,  he  built  a  store,  and  a  postoffice  was  established 
there,  called  Fairview.  He  also  built  houses  and  large  barns.  He  bought 
large  numbers  of  cattle  from  neighboring  farmers  and  adjoining  counties, 
fattened  and  sold  them.  Buying  more  land,  from  time  to  time,  his  holdings 
spread  into  Atchison  and  Holt  counties.  He  followed  farming  and  stock 
feeding  on  a  large  scale,  larger,  in  fact,  than  had  ever  been  seen  in  Mis¬ 
souri.  By  1873  he  was  going  beyond  the  nearby  counties  and  brought  cattle 
from  as  far  as  Kansas  City  to  fatten  them  here.  During  several  years  he 
bought  cattle  in  Oregon  and  Washington,  driving  them  to  the  railroad,  a  hun¬ 
dred  miles  east  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  shipping  them  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
from  which  place  his  sons  and  their  assistants  would  drive  them  to  their  land 
in  this  locality. 

Mr.  Bilby  built  the  first  tile  factory  in  this  part  of  Missouri,  located  at 
Quitman,  and  for  many  years  he  and  his  sons  have  been  putting  in  car  loads 
of  it  in  their  land  every  year.  John  S.  Bilby  was  also  the  first  to  sow  blue 
grass  in  this  section  of  Missouri  and  he  now  raises  enormous  quantities  of  it, 
selling  car  loads  of  the  seed. 

The  Bilby  ranches  in  this  state  now  cover  twenty-six  thousand  acres  in 
Nodaway,  Atchison  and  Holt  counties,  all  very  valuable  land.  To  manage 
this  vast  acreage  an  organization  and  a  perfect  system  is  required,  the  manage¬ 
ment  being  divided  by  John  S.  Bilby  and  his  sons,  Russell  and  Edward  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  John  S.  and  J.  Ed.  Bilby  are  partners  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Quit- 
man  Live  Stock  Company;  John  S.  and  Russell  I.  are  partners  under  the  name 
of  the  Nodaway  Valley  Cattle  Company.  The  Missouri  ranches  are  divided 
between  the  two  managements,  Edward  having  the  north  and  west  parts  and 
Russell  that  south  and  nearer  Quitman;  both  use  the  brand  “Ranch  44,”  one 
branding  cattle  on  the  left  side  and  the  other  on  the  right  side.  Each  ranch  has 
a  foreman  in  charge  of  parts  of  the  work  and  these  foremen  have  their  assist¬ 
ants.  There  are  boarding  houses  on  the  ranches  and  stores  where  they  may 
do  their  trading ;  these  stores  carry  several  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  stock 
and  many  of  the  articles  bear  the  brand  “Ranch  44.”  There  are  several  school 
districts  on  the  ranches  whose  taxes  are  voted  by  the  employes  living  there  and 
the  Bilbvs  pay  nearly  all  of  it;  however,  the  men  are  fair  and  do  not  vote  ex¬ 
orbitant  levies.  There  are  ice  houses,  traction  engines,  feed  mills,  blacksmith 
shops,  all  kind  of  modern  farming  implements  and  many  enormous  barns  on 
these  ranches  to  say  nothing  of  the  commodious,  attractive  and  beautifully  lo¬ 
cated  residences  where  genuine  Western  hospitality  and  good  cheer  are  found 
ever  prevailing. 

Formerly  the  Bilbys  drove  cattle  in  from  neighboring  townships  and 
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counties,  but  they  now  haul  them  in  by  train  loads,  most  of  them  coming  from 
Texas  and  old  Mexico  and  they  are  widely  known  as  the  cattle  kings  of  north¬ 
western  Missouri,  known  throughout  the  Middle  West,  especially  at  all  the 
general  markets,  and  in  the  great  Southwest  and  Mexico  their  names  are 
household  words.  But  such  prestige  has  no  tendency  to  give  them  stilted  man¬ 
ners  or  affected  superiority  of  attitude  toward  their  fellow  men;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  are  plain,  unassuming,  straightforward,  honorable  and  genteel, 
neighborly,  kind,  generous  and  treat  all  classes  in  the  spirit  of  man  to  man. 

In  the  early  eighties  the  Bilbys  began  buying  land  in  Nebraska  and  they 
now  own  seven  square  miles  there  or  over  four  thousand  acres ;  they  also 
bought  large  tracts  in  Arkansas,  partly  timber  land,  and  at  the  time  much  of  it 
was  apparently  almost  worthless,  but  it  is  now  as  fine  a  rice  growing  district 
as  can  be  found,  and  their  ranches  in  Kansas  contain  forty-three  thousand 
acres.  About  ten  years  later  they  began  buying  Texas  land  and  now  own 
about  two  hundred  thousand  acres  in  that  state,  and  in  Old  Mexico  the  Bilbys 
own  about  four  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  In  the  fall  of  1902  John  S. 
Bilbv  began  operations  in  Oklahoma  and  now  has  large  ranches  there,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising  and  feeding.  He  has  a  rare  gen¬ 
ius  for  land  buying,  seldom  makes  a  mistake,  being  a  man  of  keen  discernment 
in  forecasting  the  outcome  of  a  present  transaction.  Such  achievements  are 
truly  marvelous  when  the  fact  is  considered  that  Mr.  Bilby  was  compelled  to 
start  in  life  empty  handed,  making  his  own  living  even  when  a  mere  child.  He 
has  continued  to  work  diligently,  early  and  late,  always  persistently  and  along 
a  well  defined  line.  He  has  exercised  wonderful  judgment  and  rare  foresight, 
and  it  is  said  he  would  get  up  in  the  night  to  buy  land.  It  is  believed  that  he 
is  now  the  largest  individual  land  owner  in  America. 

John  S.  Bilby  was  married  on  October  2,  1909,  to  Eva  Smith,  of  Good 
Hope,  Illinois,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  refinement  and  the  representative  of 
an  excellent  and  influential  family  there.  Mr.  Bilby  still  claims  northwestern 
Missouri  as  his  home,  but  he  and  his  wife  spend  nearly  all  their  time  in  Okla¬ 
homa,  where  he  gives  his  individual  attention  to  his  large  ranches.  With 
duties  that  would  crush  the  ordinary  man,  he  has  his  labors  so  systematized 
that  he  experiences  little  or  no  inconvenience  in  doing  them.  He  is  essentially 
cosmopolitan  in  his  ideas,  a  man  of  the  people  in  all  that  the  term  implies,  and 
in  the  best  sense  of  the  word  a  representative  type  of  that  strong  American 
manhood  which  commands  and  retains  respect  by  reason  of  inherent  merit, 
sound  sense  and  correct  conduct.  Measured  by  the  accepted  standards  of  ex¬ 
cellence,  his  career,  though  strenuous,  has  been  eminently  honorable  and  use¬ 
ful,  and  his  life  fraught  with  great  good  to  his  fellow  men  and  to  the  world. 
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JUDGE  WILLIAM  HENRY  CONN. 

Precedence  among  any  of  the  several  professional  lines  to  whose  fol¬ 
lowing  both  pre-eminent  and  mediocre  ability  has  been  given  can  be  attained 
by  no  side-path,  but  must  be  gained  by  earnest,  heroic  work;  it  must  be  the 
result  of  subjective  native  talent,  supplemented  by  the  closest  application  and 
a  breadth  of  intellectuality  that  will  render  possible  the  ready  and  practical 
use  of  mere  theoretical  knowledge.  Among  the  large  number  who  essay  the 
achievement  of  preferment  and  honor,  the  percentage  of  failures  is  far  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  that  of  successes.  One  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Nodaway  county 
whose  career  has  clearly  demonstrated  that  he  is  possessed  of  the  adaptation 
and  essentials  which  point  to  professional  thrift  is  Judge  William  Henry 
Conn,  of  the  probate  court,  the  salient  facts  in  whose  interesting  and  varied 
career  are  herein  briefly  set  forth. 

Judge  Conn  is  a  scion  of  two  excellent  old  families  of  Illinois,  having 
been  born  in  Nauvoo,  Hancock  county,  that  state,  November  4,  1846,  and  he 
is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Parmilla  (  Miles)  Conn,  both  natives  of  Chautauqua 
county.  New  York,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated,  and 
from  which  place  they  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1844,  finally  making  their 
home  in  Lee  county,  that  state.  Henry  Conn  was  a  man  of  many  sterling 
characteristics  and  never  faltered  in  the  face  of  obstacles.  He  followed  the 
tide  of  gold  seekers  that  poured  over  the  wild  stretches  of  western  prairie 
into  California,  arriving  there  in  1852,  where  he  spent  his  last  days, 
having  been  killed  in  a  gold  mine.  In  1866  Mrs.  Conn  and  children  came  to 
Worth  county,  Missouri,  where  the  mother  died  in  1882,  having  reared  her 
family  in  comfort  and  respectability.  Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henry  Conn,  three  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing,  one  dying  in 
infancy. 

William  H.  Conn  was  educated  at  Teachers'  Institute  and  Classical 
Seminary,  Paw-Paw  Grove,  Illinois,  where  he  made  an  excellent  record  for 
scholarship,  preparing  himself  for  a  teacher.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  went 
to  Allendale,  Worth  county,  Missouri,  where  he  taught  school  for  two  years. 
Having  made  a  very  creditable  record  in  the  schools  there  and  winning  the 
confidence  and  admiration  of  both  pupils  and  patrons,  he  was  appointed  and 
later  elected  superintendent  of  schools,  serving  four  years  in  a  most  accept¬ 
able  manner,  instituting  many  helpful  changes  and  placing  the  schools  there 
under  an  excellent  system.  He  later  devoted  his  attention  to  school  teaching 
again,  his  services  being  in  great  demand  in  that  locality.  For  a  time  he  was 
also  successfullv  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business. 
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In  1890  Mr.  Conn  moved  to  Ravenwood,  Nodaway  county,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  milling  business  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Then  he  again  took 
up  the  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  to  which  he  added  a  loan  depart¬ 
ment.  remaining  in  the  same  until  1906,  having  built  up  an  extensive  and 
lucrative  business.  In  that  year  he  was  elected  probate  judge  on  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket,  having  long  manifested  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  party, 
and  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  this  important  office  in  a  manner  that  has 
excited  the  admiration  of  all  concerned,  irrespective  of  party  alignment.  He 
is  appreciated  and  respected  in  every  relation  of  life,  professional,  political, 
business  and  social;  he  is  a  sincere  and  impartial  jurist  and,  in  the  better  and 
higher  conception  of  him,  an  honest  man.  The  unostentatiousness,  candor 
and  openness  of  his  character  were  never  warped  by  selfish  instincts  or  ob¬ 
scured  by  professional  or  business  ardor,  and  he  is  popular  with  all  classes 
as  a  result  of  his  exemplary  career. 


JOHN  S.  SCHENCIv. 

In  such  men  as  John  S.  Schenck,  long  an  influential  citizen  of  Nodaway 
county,  who  died  April  10,  1910.  there  is  particular  satisfaction  in  offering 
their  life  histories  as  justification  for  the  compilation  of  works  of  this  char¬ 
acter — not  that  their  lives  have  been  such  as  to  gain  for  them  the  admiring 
plaudits  of  men  or  wide  notoriety  in  any  line,  but  that  they  have  shown  such 
attributes  of  character  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  regard  of  all. 

Mr.  Schenck  came  from  an  old  German  family,  members  of  which  have 
figured  in  a  most  loyal  relation  to  our  American  institutions  for  many  genera¬ 
tions,  they  being  a  military  people  and  faithful  in  defending  our  national 
honor,  participating  in  all  our  wars  from  the  Revolution  down. 

John  S.  Schenck  was  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  having  been  born  in 
Darke  county,  Ohio,  May  18,  1843,  the  son  of  William  B.  Schenck,  a  native 
of  the  same  county,  where  he  grew  to  maturity,  was  educated  and  began  mer¬ 
chandising,  which  he  made  his  principal  life  work.  Removing  from  that 
county,  we  find  him  successfully  engaged  in  business  at  Warren,  Huntington 
county,  Indiana,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1883,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years.  He  was  in  one  of  our  early  Indian  wars.  His  wife  was  Nar¬ 
cissus  Stocksdale.  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  the  daughter  of  Elias  Stocks- 
dale,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  who  had  the  honor  of  par- 
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ticipating  in  the  capture  of  Washington.  He  was  a  native  of  Maryland.  Mrs. 
William  B.  Schenck  died  in  1847  when  only  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Great¬ 
grandfather  Schenck  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Schenck,  two  of 
whom  died  in  childhood. 

John  S.  Schenck  grew  to  maturity  in  his  parental  home  and  had  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  good  education.  After  passing  through  the  public  schools,  he 
entered  Miami  University,  at  Butler,  Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1863.  Carrying  out  the  traditions  of  his  ancestors,  he  gave  way 
to  his  patriotism  and  joined  the  Union  army,  remaining  for  a  period  of  four 
months  in  Company  A,  Eighty-sixth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  This 
regiment  was  detailed  to  guard  railroad  trains  and  Mr.  Schenck  did  not  see 
any  very  exciting  or  hard  service.  He  had  prepared  himself  for  a  teacher  and 
after  his  army  experience  he  took  up  his  professional  work  in  northwestern 
Missouri  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  also  taught  in  Nebraska  and  was  very 
successful  in  this  line  of  work.  He  came  to  Maryville  in  September,  1869. 
and  was  identified  with  the  life  of  the  county  up  to  his  death.  For  a  period  of 
twenty  years  he  very  ably  discharged  the  duties  of  justice  of  the  peace,  but  not 
continuously.  He  traded  a  great  deal  in  real  estate,  but  during  the  latter 
years  of  his  life  lived  in  retirement. 

Mr.  Schenck  was  twice  married,  first  to  Charlotte  T.  Morton,  September, 
1867.  She  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  her  death  occurred  on  December  7, 
1880;  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living 
at  this  writing,  namely:  Lewis  V.,  of  Los  Angeles,  California;  Aurene  is  a 
member  of  the  home  circle;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  E.  T.  Smith,  of  Guthrie, 
Oklahoma  ;  Kate  is  engaged  as  reporter  for  the  Maryville  Tribune. 

Mr.  Schenck’s  second  marriage  was  to  Eugenie  H.  Abbott,  June  18,  1883. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Perry  (Phelan)  Abbott.  Mrs. 
Schenck  was  born  in  Mississippi,  December  25,  1862.  This  union  has  been 
without  issue.  Mrs.  Schenck’s  father  was  of  Irish  ancestry  and  her  mother  of 
English.  The  latter  was  a  teacher  for  many  years,  and  a  woman  of  fine 
character. 

Mr.  Schenck  was  a  member  of  the  Masons,  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  following  tribute  to  Mr.  Schenck  was  written  by  Judge  W.  E. 
Ellison : 

“A  notice  of  the  lives  of  the  departed  members  of  the  Nodaway  county 
bar  would  not  be  complete  without  a  reference  to  John  S.  Schenck.  He  was 
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born  on  the  1 8th  day  of  May,  1843.  in  Darke  county,  Ohio.  During  the  early 
period  of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Federal  army  and,  though  too  young 
to  achieve  distinction,  his  military  service  was  faithful  and  honorable.  After 
the  war  he  took  a  thorough  course  in  college  and  supplemented  that  with  an 
extensive  law  course  at  the  University  of  Michigan.  He  located  in  Nodaway 
county  in  the  seventies,  and  during  his  entire  life  here  he  has  been  recognized 
as  upright  and  manly  in  all  his  dealings.  He  departed  this  life  at  his  home 
in  Maryville,  on  the  10th  day  of  April,  1910. 

“He  never  practiced  his  profession,  hut  was  better  equipped  for  it  than 
most  of  his  brother  lawyers.  Other  avenues  of  business  proved  more  inviting 
and  remunerative  and  he  was  quite  successful. 

“He  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  of  exceptionally  good  sense.  His 
college  training  was  unconsciously  revealed  in  all  his  communications  with  his 
fellows.  Acute  in  thought  and  clear  in  expression,  he  was  always  interesting 
and  instructive.  Had  he  applied  himself  to  the  practice  of  the  law.  he  without 
doubt  would  have  taken  rank  with  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  north¬ 
western  Missouri  and  proved  himself  to  he  a  wise  counsellor  and  an  able  ad¬ 
vocate.’’ 


GILES  ROLAND  DAVIS. 

The  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  squarest  men  living  is  borne  by  Giles 
Roland  Davis,  well  known  agriculturist  of  Monroe  township,  Nodaway  coun¬ 
ty,  Missouri.  Handicapped  by  physical  conditions  that  would  have  overcome 
many  another  man,  he  has  bravely  fought  against  all  odds  until  today  he  has 
not  only  acquired  property 'and  a  comfortable  position  in  life,  hut,  what  is  far 
better,  the  respect  and  regard  of  all.  who  know  him. 

Giles  R.  Davis  is  the  third  son  of  John  Henry  and  Ellen  M.  (Smith) 
Davis  and  his  birth  occurred  in  the  town  of  Deerfield,  Oneida  county.  New 
York,  September  [3,  1853.  His  father  was  born  at  the  old  turnpike  in  the 
town  of  Deerfield,  New  York,  in  1820.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Roland  and 
Margaret  (Roberts)  Davis,  who  came  to  America  from  Wales  in  1817  and 
located  in  Deerfield,  New  York.  His  grandfather,  Jonathan  Davis,  was  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  large  grist-mill  in  Wales.  In  1849,  Mr.  Davis  united  in  marriage 
with  Ellen  M.  Smith,  of  Deerfield,  in  which  place  he  died  September  10, 
1883.  His  wife,  Ellen  M.  Smith,  was  born  in  Deerfield.  September  28,  1830. 
being  the  youngest  daughter  of  Pratt  and  Eleanor  (Wheeler)  Smith,  and 
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was  married  to  Mr.  Davis  in  1849.  She  died  in  Utica,  New  York,  September 
6,  1902.  Her  father,  Pratt  Smith,  was  born  in  Taunton,  Massachusetts, 
and  was  the  son  of  Timothy  Smith,  the  birth  of  the  former  occurring  in  1788. 
When  ten  years  of  age  he  came  with  his  parents,  Timothy  and  Prudence 
(Pratt)  Smith,  five  brothers  and  one  sister,  and  located  on  what  has  since; 
been  called  Smith  hill  in  Deerfield,  New  York.  He  was  drafted  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  went  to  Sacket  Harbor,  New  York.  His  grandfather,  the 
first  Timothy  Smith,  came  from  Ireland  and  located  in  Taunton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  when  nineteen  years  old.  He  joined  the  patriot  army  and  fought  in 
many  battles  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  wife  and  a  grandmother  of 
Pratt  Smith  was  a  descendant  of  Mathew  Pratt  of  England.  Pratt  Smith 
died  in  Deerfield  in  1874.  His  wife,  Eleanor  Wheeler,  mother  of  Ellen  Davis, 
was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  in  1788,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Ephriam  Wheeler,  who  came  with  his  wife  from  Holland  and  located  in 
Dutchess  county  where  he  reared  a  large  family.  They  kept  negro  slaves- 
and  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  county-  Mrs.  Smith  died  in  Deer¬ 
field,  New  York,  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  Thus  for  many 
generations  the  Smith  family  has  been  prominent  in  Oneida  county  in  the  old 
Empire  state,  many  of  them  taking  a  conspicuous  rank  in  various  walks  of 
life  and  doing  much  for  the  general  good  of  the  locality,  being  regarded  as 
public-spirited,  law-abiding  and  industrious  citizens  wherever  they  have  dis¬ 
persed,  welcomed  in  all  communities  where  they  have  desired  to  cast  their  lot. 

Charles  Davis,  second  son  of  John  Henry  and  Ellen  M.  (Smith)  Davis, 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Deerfield,  New  York,  September  23.  1851.  He  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  at  school  district  No.  3,  in  that  place,  also  attended 
Whitestown  Seminary,  New  York,  after  which  he  worked  on  the  farm  at 
home  until  1877  when  he  went  west  and  located  in  Union  valley,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri.  His  death  occurred  in  Skidmore,  Missouri,  July  8,  1881. 

Giles  R.  Davis  was  reared  on  the  paternal  estate  at  Deerfield  Hills,  and  his 
education  was  received  in  school  district  No.  3  in  Deerfield  and  at  Whites¬ 
town  Seminary.  After  completing  his  education  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  a  number  of  terms,  his  last  term  as  a  pedagogue  being  in  the  winter 
of  1879-80.  In  the  spring  of  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Missouri,  having 
made  arrangements  to  go  into  business  at  Maryville,  this  countv.  but  unfor- 
seen  contingencies  arose  which  prevented  him  from  following  out  his  original 
plans  and  a  few  days  later  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  brother.  Charles,  who  was 
on  a  ranch  a  mile  and  a  half  southwest  of  Skidmore.  This  brother  urged  Mr. 
Davis  very  strongly  to  remain  with  him  awhile  and  keep  on  the  lookout  for 
another  opening,  and  he  remained  there  during  the  summer.  In  the  fall,  the 
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brother  desired  to  return  to  New  York  state  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  old  sweet¬ 
heart  and  persuaded  the  subject  to  remain  during  his  absence  and  look  after 
the  ranch,  which  he  did.  The  brother  returned  in  the  spring  and  the  two 
planned  to  go  to  Nebraska  and  buy  a  ranch  of  their  own.  However,  before 
they  could  carry  their  plan  into  execution,  the  brother,  Charles,  had  a  leg 
broken  by  an  engine  falling  over  him,  the  injury  resulting  in  his  death  a 
month  later.  Charles  Davis  was  a  man  of  splendid  character  and  clean 
habits  and  had  a  large  circle  of  friends.  At  the  time  of  his  death  a  local 
newspaper  had  the  following  high  words  to  say  of  him:  “Being  yet  a  young 
man,  of  only  twenty-five  years,  he  had  acquired  by  his  good  management  and 
industry  considerable  valuable  land  in  this  part  of  the  county  and,  above  all, 
the  inestimable  respect  of  the  community  at  large  and  the  reputation  of  an 
honest,  shrewd  business  man.  He  came  here  five  years  ago,  with  a  number 
of  his  New  York  friends,  to  work  the  large  tract  of  land  owned  by  his  cousin, 
Fayette  Smith,  and  since  that  time  has  been  always  faithful  to  his  duty  and 
trust.” 

After  the  death  of  his  brother,  Giles  Davis  went  to  Maryville  and  stayed 
with  Fayette  Smith,  whose  father  and  the  subject’s  mother  were  cousins,  Mr. 
Smith  being  a  real  estate  and  grain  dealer,  owner  of  a  dozen  elevators  and 
numerous  large  tracts  of  land.  In  1882  Mr.  Davis  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  situated  two  miles  south  of  Skidmore  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  following  year  moved  to  this  farm  and  took  up  its  active  operation. 
Subsequently,  while  at  Maryville,  he  was  caught  in  a  runaway  and  received 
a  permanent  injury  to  his  spine.  He  was  thus  seriously  handicapped  in  his 
work  and  became  so  discouraged  that  at  one  time  he  begged  Marteny  Skid¬ 
more  to  take  the  farm  off  his  hands,  but  that  noble-hearted  man  encouraged 
him  to  hold  on  to  it,  as  did  many  others  of  his  friends.  He  suffered  con¬ 
stantly  with  his  spine  and  in  1905  fell  and  received  further  injury,  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  serious  inflammation  of  the  spine,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  lay 
five  months  in  the  Ensworth  Hospital.  The  physicians  and  attendants  de¬ 
spaired  of  his  recovery,  but  with  characteristic  grit  and  remarkable  will  power 
he  determined  to  get  well,  and  in  the  course  of  time  he  recovered  sufficiently  to 
be  able  to  get  about  and  attend  to  his  business  affairs.  He  has  since  that 
time  rented  his  land  most  of  the  time  and  has  lived  in  Skidmore.  Mr.  Davis 
says  that  when  living  alone  on  his  farm  he  did  not  think  he  had  many  friends, 
but  when  misfortune  came  upon  him  he  found  that  he  had, 
several  hundred  persons  calling  on  him  during  his  long  illness,  a  fact  which 
was  deeply  appreciated  by  the  suffering  man.  Mr.  Davis  has  accomplished 
much  since  coming  here,  despite  his  misfortunes.  Coming  here  with  onlv  two 
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hundred  dollars,  his  savings  while  a  school  teacher,  he  has  by  thrift,  industry 
and  good  management,  acquired  a  good  farm,  which  he  has  brought  up  to 
a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  it  being  now  considered  one  of  the  good  farms  of 
this  part  of  the  county. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  been  a  charter 
member  of  the  last  named  body  at  Sk'idmore.  His  religious  membership  is 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Skidmore. 

In  his  school  days  Mr.  Davis  was  brought  into  contact  with  four  men  of 
national  reputation.  William  J.  Gaynor,  afterwards  a  celebrated  jurist  and 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  graduated  from  Whitestown  Seminary  in 
the  spring  following  Mr.  Davis’  entrance  as  a  student,  and  other  schoolmates 
of  his  were  Vice-President  James  Schoolcraft  Sherman,  and  Reuben  Leslie 
Maynard,  assistant  district  attorney  of  New  York  city.  Mr.  Davis  lived 
about  two  miles  from  the  school  and  while  passing  back  and  forth  he  often 
passed  a  quiet  old  gentleman,  in  a  one-horse  rig,  who  sometimes  invited  him 
to  ride  with  him.  That  man  was  Horatio  Seymour,  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  national  figures  during  the  Civil  war  period. 


ALLEN  BROTHERS. 

The  firm  of  Allen  Brothers,  one  of  the  leading  real  estate  and  insurance 
firms  of  Maryville  or  this  section  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  whose  prestige  is 
steadily  growing  and  gradually  extending  to  remoter  localities,  is  composed  of 
John  M.,  Joseph  R.  and  William  J.  Allen,  all  ranking  among  the  foremost 
business  men  of  Nodaway  county  where  the  Allen  family,  which  is  of  Scotch- 
Irish  extraction,  has  long  been  influential.  The  gentleman  named  above  are 
the  sons  of  Michael  and  Sarah  (Newell)  Allen,  the  father  born  in  the  parish 
of  Athenry,  county  of  Galway,  Ireland,  in  1829,  and  after  receiving  his  early 
educational  training,  came  to  America  about  1848,  locating  at  Circleville,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  employed  as  railroad  agent  for  a  number  of  years.  From  there 
he  removed  to  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  and  found  employment  on  various  public 
works.  In  1859  he  came  West  and  bought  a  farm  in  Jones  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  lived  until  1878  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locat¬ 
ing  on  a  farm  three  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Maryville;  here  he  developed 
a  good  estate  and  lived  until  his  death,  December  28,  1897,  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  For  a  period  of  eight  years  he  was  road  overseer  and  it  is  said  by 
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those  in  position  to  judge  that  he  was  the  best  man  for  such  work  that  the 
county  ever  knew.  Some  wise  man  has  said  that  it  does  not  make  so  much  dif¬ 
ference  what  one  does  in  this  world,  but  how  well  one  does  it,  and  so  be  it  here 
recorded  that  Michael  Allen  did  his  work  well.  He  took  a  great  deal  of  inter¬ 
est  in  good  roads  and  the  public  generally  praised  him  for  his  careful  and 
painstaking  work.  He  had  a  wide  acquaintance  and  was  highly  respected  by 
all.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  a  good  and  use¬ 
ful  man  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Allen  married  Sarah  Newell,  who  was  born  in  the  parish  of 
Tuan,  county  of  Galway,  Ireland,  the  date  of  her  birth  being  September  28, 
1838;  she  was  a  daughter  of  Matthew  Newell,  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
who  was  a  skilled  surveyor  and  who  came  to  America  and  found  employment 
at  Dubuque,  Iowa.  Sarah  Newell  was  about  ten  years  old  when  her  parents 
migrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Iowa.  Her  death  occurred  March  16, 
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Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Allen,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Maria  is  the  wife  of  Curtis  Mossman,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  John 
M.,  of  Maryville.  Missouri ;  Delia  lives  in  St.  Joseph  ;  Joseph  R.,  of  Maryville; 
William  J.,  also  of  Maryville;  Mrs.  Kate  Skaihill  is  deceased;  Mrs.  Ida 
Schaffer  lives  on  the  old  home  farm ;  the  last  two  named  are  twins. 

John  M.  Allen,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers,  was  born  at  Cascade,  Jones 
county,  Iowa,  May  6,  1866.  When  about  ten  years  of  age  his  parents  removed 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  here  he  received  most  of  his  schooling,  and 
here  he  followed  the  life  of  the  farm  boy,  working  on  the  parental  farm  and 
teaching  a  few  terms  of  school,  still  holding  a  teacher's  certificate.  In  1908 
he,  with  his  younger  brothers,  Joseph  R.  and  William,  mentioned  above,  estab¬ 
lished  their  present  real  estate  and  insurance  business. 

Joseph  R.  Allen  was  born  July  19.  1873,  at  Cascade,  Jones  county,  Iowa, 
and  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  their  new  home  in  Missouri  when  he  was 
five  years  of  age.  He  received  a  common  and  high  school  education,  and  as¬ 
sisted  in  the  general  work  on  the  home  farm.  Later  he  was  engaged  for  some 
time  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  well  known  Chicago  firm,  giving  them  the 
utmost  satisfaction,  and  remaining  with  them  until  the  organization  of  the 
firm  of  Allen  Brothers. 

William  J.  Allen,  the  youngest  of  the  brothers,  was  born  on  the  parental 
farm  near  Maryville,  Missouri,  October  8,  1882,  and  here  he  was  educated  in 
the  schools  of  his  neighborhood  and  followed  the  usual  life  of  a  boy  on  the 
farm.  He,  like  his  brothers,  seems  to  be  the  possessor  of  fine  business  quali¬ 
fications. 
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These  three  brothers  are  faithful  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  all 
are  single.  They  do  a  general  real  estate  and  insurance  business,  making  a 
specialty  of  colonization  propositions.  They  represent  three  old-line  insur¬ 
ance  companies,  and  they  form  a  hustling  and  energetic  firm  whose  reliability 
is  unquestioned  and  whose  business  transactions  are  honorable  and  straight¬ 
forward. 


JAMES  T.  HAYS. 

One  of  Nodaway  county's  substantial  and  highly  honored  farmers,  now 
living  in  retirement  in  his  pleasant  Maryville  home,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
former  years  of  activity  and  well  directed  energy,  is  James  T.  Hays,  a  native 
of  the  Prairie  state,  having  been  born  near  Blandinsville,  McDonough  county. 
Illinois,  April  4,  1838,  the  son  of  Thomas  R.  Hays,  born  in  Washington 
county,  Kentucky,  February  14,  1801.  His  grandfather,  Hillory  Hays,  a 
native  of  Virginia  and  a  tanner  by  trade,  came  to  Washington  county, 
Kentucky,  when  a  young  man  and  there  reared  a  large  family,  which  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  stock. 

In  1830  Thomas  R.  Hays  and  two  brothers  went  to  McDonough 
county,  Illinois,  and  settled  on  a  farm.  There  Thomas  R.  lived  for  twenty- 
nine  years.  In  1859  he  and  his  family  removed  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  locating  on  a  farm  four  miles  west  of  Skidmore,  where  he  lived  until 
his  death,  February  4,  1885,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mary 
McDonald,  wife  of  Thomas  R.  Hays,  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  she  was  reared  and  where  she  married.  Her  death  occurred  in 
1896.  To  this  union  thirteen  children  were  born,  named  as  follows:  Eliza¬ 
beth  died  when  seventeen  years  old;  Mrs.  Clarissa  Grigsby  is  deceased:  Ann 
Maria  is  deceased;  Isabella  U.  and  Mary  Frances  (twins)  ;  the  former  lives 
on  the  home  farm;  the  latter,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  Hudson; 
William  R.  lives  in  Denver,  Colorado;  James  T.,  of  this  review;  Martha  J. 
lives  in  Wray,  Colorado;  Joseph  W.  and  John  G.  (twins)  both  live  on  the 
home  farm ;  Marcus  F.  died  when  four  years  old  and  two  others  died  in 
infancy. 

The  mother  of  James  T.  Hays  was  a  twin  and  she  and  her  twin  sister 
each  became  the  mother  of  two  sets  of  twins. 

James  T.  Hays  was  born  in  Illinois,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  the  local  seminary.  He  began  working  on  the  farm 
when  a  mere  boy,  coming  to  Nodaway  county  with  his  parents  in  1859.  and 
on  his  twenty -first  birthday  he  began  life  for  himself  on  one  hundred  and 
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sixty  acres  of  land  which  his  father  gave  him,  having  given  an  equal  amount 
to  all  his  children.  Mr.  Hays  was  active  in  farm  work  and  very  successful 
until  sixteen  years  ago  when  he  moved  to  Maryville.  Then  he  and  his  son 
farmed  forty  acres  near  town  for  a  short  time.  Mr.  Hays  then  engaged  in 
the  milling  business,  operating  the  Banner  Mill  for  seven  months.  He  then 
took  a  special  agency  for  the  Page  Woven  Wire  Fence  Company.  His  success 
with  the  same  soon  resulted  in  his  appointment  to  a  “block”  of  counties  where 
he  continued  to  work  in  a  manner  that  greatly  increased  the  company's  pres¬ 
tige,  but,  owing  to  illness,  he  gave  up  the  work,  although  he  still  represents 
the  company  in  Maryville.  He  is  now  engaged  in  real  estate,  and  often  gets 
colonization  parties  together. 

Mr.  Hays  married,  February  14,  1868,  Laura  A.  Young,  daughter  of 
Milton  and  Mary  J.  (Richardson)  Young.  She  was  born  near  Hillsboro, 
Highland  county,  Ohio.  Her  parents  came  to  Missouri  in  1865  and  to  Nod¬ 
away  county  in  1866,  settling  on  a  farm  west  of  Skidmore  where  the  family 
remained  until  Mr.  Young’s  death,  in  November,  1868.  Mrs.  Young  then 
married  Samuel  Hull,  and  her  death  occurred  on  December  12,  1891.  Mrs. 
Hays  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children,  only  two  others  living,  viz :  William 
M.  Young  lives  in  California,  and  Mrs.  Kate  Cheney,  who  lives  in  Osceola, 
St.  Clair  county,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Hays’  father,  Milton  Young,  was  in  Com¬ 
pany  I,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  a  pris¬ 
oner  in  Libby  and  Danville  prisons  and  died  from  the  effects  of  prison  life. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays,  namely:  Nellie, 
wife  of  William  A.  Argo,  of  Burrow  Grove,  this  county;  Milton  R.,  also  of 
Burrow  Grove  ;  Eddie  C.  lives  in  Hooker  county,  Nebraska,  on  six  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he  owns ;  Pearl  C.  lives  near  Skidmore,  this 
county;  Elvira  B.  lives  near  DuQuoin,  Illinois:  Herminoe  died  when  eighteen 
years  of  age:  J.  T.  Hays  lives  in  Hooker,  Nebraska;  Laura  L.  is  at  home; 
Willie  and  Samuel  died  in  infancy. 

James  T.  Hays,  of  this  review,  was  one  of  Missouri’s  Union  soldiers, 
having  been  a  member  of  Company  I,  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Missouri  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  and  he  saw  service  during  all  but  five  months  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  many  skirmishes  where  the  bullets  fell  thick  and  fast,  including  the 
battle  of  Lexington  and  others.  His  service  was  mostly  in  Missouri  where 
a  strong  guard  was  needed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays  are  members  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  Maryville.  The  former's  parents  were  also  Methodists,  while  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Hays  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Hays  belongs  to  the 
local  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
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tics,  having  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln,  the  votes  of  his  family  and  one 
other  which  they  influenced  being  the  only  votes  cast  for  Lincoln  in  Hughes 
township,  Nodaway  county. 

Mr.  Hays  delights  to  tell  of  the  pilgrimage  of  his  father’s  family  from 
Illinois  to  Missouri  in  the  early  days,  starting  from  their  old  home  on  March 
8,  1859,  arriving  in  Nodaway  county  on  April  4,  following,  traveling  over¬ 
land,  their  caravan  constituting  two  three-yoke  ox  teams,  one  four-horse 
team,  one  carriage,  thirty  head  of  stock,  including  cattle,  etc.  They  were 
compelled  to  ford  the  Grand  river  twice  and  the  Nodaway  river  near  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction  once.  There  were  no  bridges  over  the  Nodaway  river  at  that 
time.  He  tells  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  this  journey  which  abounded 
in  thrilling  experiences. 


JOHN  MAST. 

Another  member  of  the  Mast  family  who  has  long  been  conspicuous 
in  the  affairs  of  southwest  Nodaway  county  is  John  Mast,  who  was  born 
May  18,  1843,  in  the  northwest  section  of  Hughes  township,  this  county, 
and  is  the  son  of  Noah  and  Catherine  (Rolling)  Mast.  The  father  came 
from  North  Carolina,  where,  he  was  born  and  reared,  to  Buchanan  county, 
Missouri,  with  a  Mr.  Curtis  in  1840.  His  wife  came  from  that  section  of 
the  South,  also,  and  they  were  married  after  coming  to  this  country.  Noah 
Mast  was  a  man  of  sunny  disposition,  and  his  children  and  all  who  knew 
him  greatly  enjoyed  his  company.  He  remained  active  through  old  age, 
and  when  eighty  could  jump  high  enough  to  touch  his  heels  together  twice 
before  touching  the  floor.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Susan  (Harmon) 
Mast,  the  latter  the  daughter  of  Cutliff  and  Eva  Mast.  Catherine  Rolling 
came  to  Buchanan  county,  Missouri,  with  her  brother,  when  she  was  a 
young  woman. 

John  Mast  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  State  Militia,  and  he 
served  in  the  Confederate  army  under  General  Price,  whose  troops  he  joined 
just  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Missouri.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was 
discharged  because  of  sickness.  He  then  went  to  Nebraska  and  remained 
there  a  little  over  two  years,  being  a  refugee  from  home;  the  fact  that  he  was 
a  Southern  sympathizer  made  it  unsafe  for  him  to  remain  at  home.  In 
October,  1864,  he  returned  long  enough  to  get  married  to  Sarah  A.  Brown, 
daughter  of  John  and  Priscilla  (Bohannan)  Brown.  A  full  sketch  of  these 
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parents  appears  on  another  page.  John  Mast  and  wife  went  at  once  to 
Nebraska  and  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1866,  then  returned  to  the 
old  home  and  lived  with  Mr.  Mast's  father  a  year  or  two.  He  then  moved 
to  the  southeast  part  of  Monroe  township  where  he  had  forty  acres  of  land. 
Since  then  he  has  lived  in  the  southeast  part  of  Monroe  township,  with  the 
exception  of  from  January,  1892,  to  the  fall  of  1898,  during  which  time 
he  lived  in  Oklahoma. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Mast,  namely:  Catherine 
P.  married  George  Harold  and  lives  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas;  William  Jackson 
died  when  thirteen  years  old:  Susan  Geneva  died  when  seven  years  old; 
Mary  E.  married  J.  R.  Walters  and  lives  at  Ricardo,  New  Mexico;  Jake 
James  T.  died  when  three  years  old;  Charles  Everett  died  when  nineteen 
years  old;  Martha  E.  married  Willie  H.  Walker,  who  died  two  months  and 
seventeen  days  after  their  marriage,  and  she  now  lives  with  her  father; 
Emma  Cordelia  died  when  eighteen  months  old;  Noah  W.  died  when  one 
year  old;  Myrtle  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  F.  Barber,  whose  sketch  appears  in 
this  work. 

Mrs.  John  Mast  passed  to  her  rest  on  November  30,  1900.  She  and 
Mr.  Mast  and  all  their  children  but  one  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  South.  Mr.  Mast  has  been  a  Mason  since  1874,  and  he  is  a 
charter  member  of  Skidmore  Lodge,  No.  507.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  Mrs.  Mast  was  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Their  daughters, 
Mrs.  Barber,  Mrs.  Walker  and  Mrs.  Walters,  all  belong  to  the  Daughters 
of  Rebekah. 


GEORGE  JAMES  COLER, 

No  man  in  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  stands  higher  in  the 
estimation  of  his  fellow  citizens  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  to  this  sketch,  owing  to  the  fact  that  his  life  has  been  so  modulated 
as  to  result  in  the  accomplishment  of  great  good  not  only  for  himself  and 
family,  but  also  the  community  at  large.  He  has  all  his  life  devoted  his 
efforts  to  the  basic  art  of  agriculture  and  his  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
a  due  measure  of  success,  he  being  numbered  among  the  representative  citi¬ 
zens  of  his  community. 

George  J.  Coler  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Buckeye  state,  having  first 
seen  the  light  of  day  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  November,  1859. 
His  parents  were  Henry  and  Matilda  (Williams)  Coler.  the  former  born  in 
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Ringgold,  Ohio,  January  23,  1834,  and  the  latter  in  the  same  county  on  July 
20,  1834.  They  afterwards  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where,  in 
Hughes  township,  the  mother  died  in  October,  1905,  being  survived  by  her 
husband,  who  lives  at  College  Springs,  Iowa.  They  became  the  parents  of 
six  children,  namely:  Wiliam  A.,  of  College  Springs,  Iowa;  George  lames, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Celesta  J.,  the  wife  of  Charles  O.  Remy, 
of  Colonda  Springs,  California;  Isaac  William,  a  farmer  of  Hughes  town¬ 
ship;  Marcellus  and  Mary  M.,  twins,  died  in  infancy. 

When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  five  years  old,  his  parents  removed 
to  Pike  county,  Ohio,  where  they  maintained  their  home  during  the  following 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri. 
Here  George  J.  received  the  major  part  of  his  education,  which  was  confined 
to  the  common  schools,  and  his  vacation  periods  were  devoted  to  work  on  his 
father’s  farm.  When  twenty  years  old  he  went  to  Rooks  county,  Kansas, 
remaining  there  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Nodaway 
county  and  bought  a  farm  in  Hughes  township,  three  and  one-half  miles 
east  of  Graham,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  himself  until  March 
17,  1903,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm  in  Hughes  township  where  he  now 
resides.  His  place  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  as  good  land 
as  can  be  found  in  this  section  of  the  county,  and  it  is  all  improved  and  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Coler  also  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Rooks  county,  Kansas,  all  of  which  is  improved  and  in  cul¬ 
tivation  and  from  which  he  derives  a  fair  income.  He  is  a  good  business  man 
and  his  efforts  have  uniformlv  been  rewarded  with  success,  due  to  his  inde- 
fatigable  industry,  his  sound  judgment  and  excellent  discrimination.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  general  line  of  farming,  Mr.  Coler  also  gives  considerable  attention 
to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  livestock,  principally  cattle  and  hogs,  in  which 
success  has  also  attended  him.  Mr.  Coler’s  home  is  a  very  attractive  and 
comfortable  residence,  everything  about  the  place  being  kept  in  the  best  con¬ 
dition,  the  general  appearance  of  things  reflecting  credit  upon  the  owner. 

On  November  28,  1888,  in  Hughes  township,  Mr.  Coler  was  married  to 
Minnie  Mav  Charles,  who  was  born  in  Maryville,  this  county,  on  December 
23,  1868,  the  daughter  of  Jacob  L.  and  Emily  (Frances)  Charles,  of  Hughes 
township.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coler  have  been  born  four  children,  Vernie  May, 
Ernest  Levin,  Clio  Alberta  and  Ermil  Elton.  Mr.  Coler  and  family  take  an 
active  interest  in  religious  matters  as  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  in  every  relation  of  life  they  give  an  earnest  support  to  those 
things  which  tend  to  elevate  the  community  in  which  they  live.  They  are 
genial  and  optimistic  in  their  dispositions  and  are  popular  in  the  circles  in 
which  they  move. 
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GIDEON  MATTER. 

No  man  in  Nodaway  county  is  more  deserving  of  the  success  he  has  at¬ 
tained  and  the  high  esteem  he  has  won  in  business,  political  and  social  circles 
than  Gideon  Matter,  not  alone  because  of  the  results  he  has  achieved  for 
himself,  friends  and  the  county,  but  also  because  of  the  honorable,  straight¬ 
forward  business  policy  he  has  ever  followed.  He  is  well  known  throughout 
the  county,  being  interested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  interest  of  the 
same  in  any  way,  and  he  is  accurate,  painstaking  and  persistent.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  state,  having  been  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  May  27.  1850.  His  father  was  William  Matter,  also  a  native  of  the 
county  mentioned  above,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated.  In 
1853  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  near  Freeport  when  his  son,  Gideon,  was 
three  years  old.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade  and  later  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming,  but  he  conducted  the  two  together  for  a  time.  He  lived  on  the 
farm  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  then,  on  December  28,  1870,  married 
Mary  A.  Nafe,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  came  to  the  same  com¬ 
munity  in  Illinois  in  which  the  Matter  family  settled.  After  a  residence  there 
of  six  years  after  their  marriage,  the  family  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  1877,  locating  on  a  farm  four  miles  northeast  of  Barnard,  where 
he  lived  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  Then  he  removed  to  Barnard  where 
Mr.  Matter  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  for  three  years,  then  returned 
to  the  farm  and  in  1902  came  to  Maryville  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  with  Mr.  Cordill,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cordill  &  Matter,  which 
was  later  changed  to  Curnett,  Cordill  &  Matter.  Later  Mr.  Cordill  retired 
and  the  present  firm  of  Curnett  &  Matter  continued  the  business.  Theirs  is 
one  of  the  leading  real  estate  firms  in  the  county,  well  known,  and  their 
office  is  always  a  busy  place.  They  have  an  excellent  knowledge  of  the  value 
of  all  kinds  of  real  estate  in  this  county  and  their  dealings  are  always  on  the 
square,  according  to  the  statement  of  many  of  their  acquaintances. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matter,  named  as  follows : 
Jessie  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  Curnett,  member  of  the  firm  of  Curnett  & 
Matter;  John  died  when  two  and  one-half  years  of  age;  Earl  J.  died  when 
six  years  old ;  Bessie  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months ;  Ruth  is  living  at 
home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matter  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Matter  is  a  steward,  and  has  been  in  this  capacity  for  many  years, 
fraternally,  he  is  a  Modern  Woodman,  and  a  Republican  in  politics. 

The  Matter  family  is  of  German  origin  on  the  paternal  side  and  English 
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on  the  maternal  side.  The  mother  of  Gideon  Matter  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Leah  Troutman,  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Both  parents  reached 
advanced  ages,  the  father  dying  at  the  age  of  ninety-six  years  and  the  mother 
at  eighty-five  years.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  seven  of  whom  are 
living  at  this  writing,  named  as  follows:  Elizabeth  Matter  is  deceased; 
Moses  lives  in  Dakota,  Illinois;  Jonathan  is  deceased;  both  he  and  Moses 
were  soldiers  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  .during  the  entire  conflict,  enlisting 
when  seventeen  and  nineteen  years  of  age  respectively.  Mrs.  Leah  Tool 
lives  in  Ackley,  Iowa;  Susanna  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  C.  S.  Fair,  living  in  Illi¬ 
nois;  Conrad  lives  in  North  Dakota;  Gideon  of  this  review;  Sarah  Lambert 
is  living  on  the  old  homestead  near  Dakota.  Illinois;  James  W.  lives  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  Kansas. 


PROF.  WILLIAM  M.  OAKERSON. 

The  men  most  influential  in  promoting  the  advancement  of  society  and  in 
giving  character  to  the  times  in  which  they  live  are  two  classes,  to-wit,  the 
men  of  study  and  the  men  of  action.  Whether  we  are  more  indebted  for  the 
improvement  of  age  to  the  one  class  or  the  other  is  a  question  of  honest  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion ;  neither  class  can  be  spared  and  both  should  be  encouraged 
to  occupy  their  several  spheres  of  labor  and  influence,  zealously  and  without 
mutual  mistrust.  In  the  following  paragraphs  are  briefly  outlined  the  lead¬ 
ing  facts  and  characteristics  in  the  career  of  a  gentleman  who  combines  in  his 
make-up  the  elements  of  the  scholar  and  the  energy  of  the  public-spirited 
man  of  affairs.  Devoted  to  the  noble  and  humane  work  of  teaching,  he  has 
made  his  influence  felt  in  the  school  life  of  Nodaway  county  and  is  not 
unknown  to  the  wider  educational  circles  of  the  state,  occupying  as  he  does 
a  prominent  place  in  his  profession  and  standing  high  in  the  esteem  of  edu¬ 
cators  in  other  than  his  own  particular  field  of  endeavor. 

Prof.  W.  M.  Oakerson,  county  superintendent  of  schools,  of  Nodaway 
county,  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  Indiana,  September  23,  1869,  the 
son  of  A.  T.  Oakerson,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  Indiana  when  a 
boy  with  his  parents.  A.  T.  Oakerson  devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits,  and  he  is  at  present  living  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  having  come 
to  this  state  in  1881,  settling  in  Atchison  county.  The  Oakerson  family  is 
of  English  and  German  origin,  with  a  strain  of  Welsh. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  Professor  Oakerson  was  William  Oakerson, 
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also  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The  Professor’s 
mother  was  Caroline  A.  Hunt,  who  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  Indiana, 
and  she  is  yet  living.  She  and  her  husband  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Mrs.  E.  R.  Fantz  is  living  three  miles  west  of  Skidmore;  Alonzo 
lives  near  Skidmore,  this  county ;  J.  B.  lives  in  Atchison  county,  Missouri ; 
Prof.  W.  M.,  of  this  review,  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

Professor  Oakerson  received  part  of  his  primary  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  Randolph  county.  Indiana,  and  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Missouri  in  1881,  finishing  his  primary  education  in  Atchison  county  ;  he  then 
took  a  course  in  the  normal  school  at  Stanberry,  Missouri,  and  then  entered 
the  State  Normal  at  Warrensburg,  this  state.  He  had  early  in  life  decided  to 
become  a  teacher,  and  he  taught  several  terms  before  finishing  school  and 
when  he  had  finished  school  he  began  the  profession  in  earnest  and  soon  had 
an  enviable  local  reputation  as  an  instructor.  He  was  principal  of  the  Skid¬ 
more  public  schools  for  a  period  of  five  years.  In  1905  he  was  elected  county 
superintendent  of  schools  of  Nodaway  county,  and  so  faithfully  did  he  per¬ 
form  his  duties  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1907  and  again  in  1909,  having  been 
elected  by  popular  vote.  His  continuance  in  this  important  office  is  evidence 
of  his  high  standing  in  the  county.  The  county  supervision  has  been  adopted 
since  he  has  been  in  office.  He  was  elected  first  as  county  school  commis¬ 
sioner  and  county  supervisors.  Rural  school  examinations  and  rural  gradua¬ 
tions  have  been  adopted  by  him,  also  a  uniform  course  of  study  for  rural 
schools  of  the  county.  He  introduced  the  teaching  of  agriculture  in  the 
rural  schools  and  has  done  many  things  to  uplift  them  and  place  the  schools 
of  this  county  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  best  in  the  country.  He  holds  a 
state  life  certificate  in  the  state  department  of  instruction.  Last  year  he 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  Missouri  State  Teachers’  Association. 

The  Professor  has  remained  single.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

As  a  teacher.  Professor  Oakerson  has  met  with  merited  success  and  in 
his  capacity  of  superintendent  of  county  schools  his  record  presents  a  series 
of  successes  and  advancement  such  as  few  attain.  He  pursues  his  chosen 
calling  with  all  the  interest  of  an  enthusiast,  is  thoroughly  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  the  work  and  has  a  proper  conception  of  the  dignity  of  the  pro¬ 
fession  to  which  his  life  and  energies  are  so  unselfishly  devoted.  A  finished 
scholar,  a  polished  gentleman  and  possessing  the  traits  of  character  neces¬ 
sary  to  insure  success,  the  services  thus  far  rendered  and  the  laurels  gained 
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bespeak  for  him  a  wider  and  more  distinguished  career  of  usefulness  in  years 
to  come,  should  he  see  fit  to  continue  the  noble  calling  which  he  has  hereto¬ 
fore  followed  with  such  signal  and  happy  results. 

-  1331607 

ARTHUR  SILCOTT  ROBEY. 

In  placing  the  name  of  Arthur  Silcott  Robey  in  the  front  rank  of 
Maryville’s  business  men,  simple  justice  is  done  to  a  biographical  fact,  rec¬ 
ognized  throughout  Nodaway  county  by  men  at  all  familiar  with  his  history. 
A  man  of  judgment,  discretion  and  a  high  order  of  business  ability,  he  has 
managed  his  affairs  with  tactful  success. 

Mr.  Robey  was  born  at  South  Plymouth,  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  August 
13,  t859.  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  D.  L.  and  Mary  (Smith)  Robey.  The  father, 
a  man  of  prominence  in  that  locality,  was  born  on  November  20,  1828,  in 
West  Virginia,  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  Ann  (Powelson)  Robey.  The 
birth  of  Abraham  Robey  occurred  in  West  Virginia  on  June  22,  1797;  he 
remained  in  his  native  community  and  died  there  on  April  19,  1876.  Sarah 
Ann  Powelson  was  born  November  22,  1808.  in  West  Virginia  and  is  still 
living  in  that  state  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  two  years.  Dr. 
D.  L.  Robey  studied  medicine  and  practiced  in  Fayette  county,  Ohio,  also 
Shelby  county,  Illinois,  and  was  very  successful  in  each  place.  He  married 
Mary  C.  Smith,  on  July  15,  1852.  She  was  born  on  July  22,  1830.  This 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living  at  this 
writing.  The  mother  was  called  to  her  rest  on  May  5,  1875,  and  Doctor 
Robey  survived  her  thirty-one  years,  dying  in  Shelby  county,  Illinois,  Janu¬ 
ary  21,  1906,  well  known  and  highly  respected. 

Arthur  S.  Robey,  of  this  review,  received  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  community,  and  in  1879  he  came  West  and  located  in  Mary¬ 
ville,  Nodaway  county.  He  taught  school  very  successfully  for  six  years,  one 
year  near  Maryville,  and  five  years  near  Quitman.  While  teaching  here  he 
attended  the  old  seminary  and  graduated  therefrom  in  1880. 

Giving  up  the  profession  of  teaching,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  J. 
Walts,  under  the  firm  name  of  Robey  &  Walts,  in  the  livery  business  and 
has  been  engaged  in  business  at  the  same  location  ever  since,  enjoying  a  very 
liberal  patronage.  In  1895  Mr.  Robey  bought  out  Mr.  Walts,  and  has  since 
conducted  the  business  alone.  In  1896  he  was  burned  out,  but.  nothing 
daunted,  he  became  established  again  and  now  has  thirty-one  head  of  good 
horses  and  all  proper  equipment  for  carrying  on  a  first-class  business  of  this 
nature. 
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Mr.  Robey  has  long  taken  more  or  less  interest  in  political  affairs,  and 
tor  a  period  of  four  years  he  served  very  acceptably  as  treasurer  and  trustee 
of  Polk  township,  and  he  was  deputy  sheriff  for  six  years.  He  is  now  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Democratic  central  committee,  and  was  chairman  of  the  city  com¬ 
mittee  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years  in  succession.  On  April  5,  1910,  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Maryville  and  immediately  entered  upon  his  duties,  making  a 
most  auspicious  beginning  and  everyone,  irrespective  of  party  alignment,  is 
well  pleased  with  his  selection  to  this  important  office.  During  his  incum¬ 
bency  he  will  doubtless  accomplish  much  for  the  general  uplift  of  the  city 
and  materially  increase  its  prestige  abroad. 

Mr.  Robey  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  fraternally,  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Maccabees. 

Mayor  Robey  was  married  on  March  21,  1886,  to  Cora  C.  Cul verson,  a 
prominent  Maryville  lady,  who  was  born  November  1,  1868,  of  an  old  and 
well  established  family  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robey  have  five 
living  children,  Otho  L.,  manager  of  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at 
Anadarko,  Oklahoma;  Donald  L.,  J.  Russell,  Paul  C.  and  Lawrence  LaYerne, 
all  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robey  are  well  and  favorably  known  to  the  people  of 
Maryville  and  Nodaway  county,  where  many  years  of  their  well  ordered  lives 
have  been  spent  and  where  their  hospitality,  kindness,  uprightness  and  loyalty 
to  all  modern  movements  looking  to  the  general  good  of  humanity  have  made 
them  popular  and  won  them  scores  of  admiring  friends. 


CARLOS  J.  ALDERMAN. 

In  examining  the  life  records  of  successful  men,  it  will  inevitably  be 
found  that  indefatigable  industry  has  constituted  the  basis  of  their  advance¬ 
ment.  True,  there  are  other  elements  which  enter  in  and  conserve  the  further¬ 
ing  of  personal  interests, — perseverance,  discrimination  and  mastering  of  ex¬ 
pedients, — but  the  foundation  of  all  achievement  is  earnest,  persistent  labor. 
At  the  outset  of  his  career  Carlos  J.  Alderman  recognized  this  fact,  and  he  did 
not  seek  any  royal  road  to  the  goal  of  prosperity  and  independence,  but 
began  to  work  earnestly  and  diligently  to  advance  himself,  and  the  result  is 
that  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  progressive,  successful  and  influential 
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business  men  of  Maryville,  being  the  well  known  proprietor  of  the  Alderman 
Dry  Goods  Company,  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  establishments  of  Noda¬ 
way  county. 

Mr.  Alderman  was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  April  1,  1863,  and  is 
the  son  of  Eli  and  Mary  (Joy)  Alderman,  an  old  and  well-established  family, 
well  known  over  northwestern  Missouri  counties.  Eli  Alderman  devoted  his 
life  to  the  mercantile  business,  and  in  1865  came  to  Savannah,  Andrew 
county,  Missouri,  and  opened  a  store  where  he  continued  until  his  death,  in 
1902,  having  enjoyed  an  extensive  trade  in  that  community.  He  was  a  Re¬ 
publican  in  politics  and,  religiously,  was  a  Methodist.  He  married  Sarah  Jov 
early  in  the  fifties.  She  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  spent  most  of  her  life 
in  Missouri,  dying  in  1898.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union,  two  of 
whom  are  living.  Marion  H.,  of  Savannah,  Missouri,  and  Carlos  J.,  of  this 
review. 

Carlos  J.  Alderman  was  educated  in  Savannah,  this  state,  in  which  city 
he  spent  his  boyhood  days.  Early  in  life  he  decided  to  follow  in  the  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  father  and  entered  the  mercantile  field,  beginning  by  clerking  two 
years  for  his  father  at  Savannah,  and  there  learned  much  of  the  “ins  and 
outs'’  of  the  business.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  known  as  Cook  &  Aider- 
man,  which  existed  two  years,  when  he  bought  Cook’s  interest  and  managed 
the  store  alone  for  three  years  when  M.  H.  Alderman  bought  an  interest, 
the  firm  changing  to  C.  J.  Alderman  &  Company.  They  continued  to  build 
up  a  large  business,  and  in  1896  Carlos  J.  purchased  the  interest  of  his 
brother  and  opened  a  branch  store  in  Maryville.  He  sold  out  at  Savannah  in 
1898  to  M.  H.  Alderman  and  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  Maryville 
store,  which  he  still  maintains  and  which,  under  his  able  and  judicious  man¬ 
agement,  has  grown  to  large  proportions  and  enjoys  a  very  liberal  trade  with 
the  city  and  surrounding  country.  In  February,  1899,  this  business  was  incor¬ 
porated  as  the  Alderman  Dry  Goods  Company,  Carlos  J.  Alderman  being 
president  and  manager  and  has  continued  to  the  present  time  as  such.  He 
carried  a  large,  complete,  up-to-date  and  carefully  selected  stock  of  goods,  and 
his  store  is  neatly  and  artistically  arranged,  being  a  favorite  gathering  place  for 
visitors  from  the  rural  districts  when  in  the  county  seat. 

Mr.  Alderman  is  a  Republican  politically,  and  in  fraternal  matters  he  is 
a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

The  marriage  of  Carlos  J.  Alderman  and  Elizabeth  Greenlee,  of  Andrew 
county,  where  her  people  are  well  and  favorably  known,  occurred  on  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1884,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children. 
Meril  J.  and  Harry  O. 
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GEORGE  D.  MOWRY. 

Among  the  representative  business  men  of  Graham.  Nodaway  county, 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  at  present  proprietor  of  a  well  known 
and  popular  drug  store  in  Graham,  and  who  is  carrying  on  his  line  of  business 
with  that  enterprise  and  discretion  which  are  sure  to  find  their  sequel  in  def¬ 
inite  success.  A  residence  here  of  thirty-five  years  has  but  strengthened  his 
hold  on  popular  confidence  and  esteem  and  today  he  occupies  an  enviable 
standing  among  his  fellow  citizens.  Mr.  Mowry  was  born  in  the  state  of 
Maryland  on  April  23,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Newcomer) 
Mowry,  the  former  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  followed  the  pursuit  of  farming  in  his  native  state  until  1855,  when 
the  family  removed  to  Mercer  county,  Illinois,  settling  on  a  farm,  where  the 
parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  Of  their  five  children,  four  lived 
to  maturity,  their  names  being  George  D.,  Charles  M.,  Cornelia  and  Otho  J. 

George  D.  Mowry  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Mercer 
county,  Illinois,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  that  locality  he  secured  the 
greater  part  of  his  education.  He  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1870,  when 
he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  in  Hughes  township,  where,  until  1875, 
he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  latter  year  he  left  the  farm  and  came  to 
Graham,  where  he  has  since  resided,  having  engaged  in  several  business 
enterprises  up  to  September,  1891,  when  he  engaged  in  the  drug  business,  to 
which  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention,  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  suc¬ 
cess.  He  carried  a  very  complete  line  of  drugs  and  a  large  and  well  selected 
stock  of  druggists'  sundries  and  the  side  lines  usually  carried  in  up-to-date 
drug  stores.  Courteous  and  accommodating,  he  has  commanded  his  full 
share  of  the  public  patronage  and  is  numbered  among  Graham’s  leading  busi¬ 
ness  men. 

In  December,  1865,  in  Mercer  county,  Illinois,  Mr.  Mowry  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Rachael  A.  Long,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  though 
reared  in  Mercer  and  Rock  Island  counties,  Illinois.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mowry 
are  the  parents  of  eight  living  children,  namely:  Eva  M..  the  wife  of  Robert 
Amber;  Lena  E.,  the  wife  of  Charles  Dickson;  Maud  P.,  the  wife  .of  S.  D. 
Litton;  Daniel  N.,  Fred  D.  and  Otto  L.  live  in  Graham;  Frances  I.  is  the 
wife  of  Fred  E.  Bryant;  Morgan  W..  of  Graham;  two  died  in  infancy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mowry  is  a  Democrat  and  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  locality  where  he  resides.  He  was  the  candidate  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  for  collector  of  Hughes  township  and  was  elected  by 
a  majority  of  six  votes  over  his  opponent,  and  he  has  a  number  of  times 
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been  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  county  conventions  of  his  party.  All  that  has 
tended  to  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  Hughes  township  has  received 
the  earnest  endorsement  of  Air.  Mowrv  and  his  enterprise  and  influence  have 
been  active  factors  in  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  town  in  which  he 
lives.  Fraternally,  Air.  Alowry  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Alasons,  of  which  order  he  has  been  a  member  since  1870. 
He  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  this  section  of  the  county  and 
is  well  liked  by  all  with  whom  he  has  been  thrown  in  contact. 


ALEXANDER  A.  SEARCY. 

Success  is  not  necessarily  a  matter  of  genius,  as  held  by  many,  but  rather 
the  outcome  of  clear  judgment,  persistency  and  rightly  applied  energy.  The 
successful  man  is  he  who  plans  his  own  advancement  and  accomplishes  it  in 
spite  of  opposition.  Difficulties  and  obstacles  will  always  disappear  before 
determination  and  unfaltering  energy,  and,  while  the  road  to  prosperity  does 
not  always  seem  plain,  there  can  ever  be  found  a  path  leading  to  the  goal  of 
one's  hopes.  Among  those  worthy  sons  of  northern  Alissouri  who  had  ambi¬ 
tions  to  excel  in  the  battle  of  life  is  Alexander  A.  Searcy,  who,  although  he 
had  influential  ancestors  and  enjoyed  early  advantages  that  many  youths  do 
not  have,  has  gained  his  present  prestige  in  the  business  world  very  largely 
through  his  own  efforts  and  gained  wide  recognition  in  his  chosen  profession, 
architecture,  one  of  the  highest  of  the  fine  arts,  through  sheer  force  of  his 
individuality,  his  reputation  now  being  state  wide,  a  truly  deserving,  self-made 
man. 

Air.  Searcy  was  born  in  Clay  county,  Alissouri,  June  28,  1852,  the  son 
of  Allen  Searcy,  who  was  a  native  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  born  there  in 
1832,  of  a  fine  old  Southern  family.  He  came  West  when  a  young  man,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Clay  county,  Alissouri,  and  in  1855  removed  to  Page  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1903,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He 
was  a  man  of  many  praiseworthy  characteristics,  a  man  in  whom  his  ac¬ 
quaintances  reposed  the  utmost  confidence. 

Reuben  Searcy,  paternal  grandfather  of  Alexander  A.  Searcy,  was  also 
a  native  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  became  well  known  as  an  able  and  influ¬ 
ential  Baptist  minister.  He  came  to  Clay  county,  Alissouri.  in  later  years, 
where  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  life,  dying  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one 
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hundred  and  nine  years;  his  long  life,  which  was  fraught  with  a  vast  amount 
of  good  to  his  associates  of  the  early  days,  was  doubtless  due  in  no  small 
degree  to  his  wholesome  living ;  however,  the  Searcy  family  is  noted  for  its 
longevity. 

Jane  Scoggans  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Alexander  A. 
Searcy;  she  was  born  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  and  died  thirty-two  years 
ago,  having  met  death  in  a  tragic  manner  in  a  fire  in  Page  county,  Iowa. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  Searcy  eight  children  were  born,  four  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Lillie  Roberts,  of  Creston,  Iowa;  W.  P.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California;  George,  of  Idaho,  and  the  subject. 

Alexander  A.  Searcy  grew  to  maturity  in  Page  county,  Iowa,  and  was 
educated  at  College  Springs  College,  College  Springs,  Iowa.  He  applied 
himself  very  assiduously  to  his  studies  and  received  a  very  good  education. 
He  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  attended 
public  school  only  nine  months  and  that  was  in  a  log  school  house. 

The  artistic  temperament  seized  upon  him  very  early  and  has  dominated 
his  whole  life.  When  only  nine  years  old  he  gave  evidence  of  a  marked  tal¬ 
ent  for  building,  from  which  time  this  innate  quality  increased  with  the  years. 
When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  built  his  first  house  in  College  Springs, 
Iowra.  Three  years  later  he  went  to  Blanchard,  that  state,  and  was  very 
actively  engaged,  building  about  one-half  of  that  town.  His  next  move  was 
to  Tarkio,  Missouri,  now  a  city  of  twenty-two  hundred  inhabitants,  and  he 
built  seven-eighths  of  the  town,  having  lived  in  Blanchard  three  years  prior  to 
his  moving  to  Tarkio,  and  he  remained  in  the  last  named  place  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years.  Then  he  came  to  Maryville  and  built  the  local  light  plant. 
Since  then  he  has  given  up  contracting  and  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
architecture  and  superintending.  During  this  time  he  has  built  two  hundred 
and  eighty  churches.  He  was  architect  and  superintendent  of  the  Mary¬ 
ville  high  school  building,  one  of  the  best  in  the  state,  and  he  has  designed 
many  of  the  best  residences  in  this  city,  including  those  of  James  B.  Rob¬ 
inson,  W.  A.  Rickenbrode,  the  Washington  school  and  the  Elks  club  build¬ 
ing.  He  is  now  building  a  fine  church  at  Glenwood,  Iowa,  and  has  many 
other  important  contracts.  His  work  is  always  satisfactory,  being  honestly 
and  adroitly  done,  displaying  an  architectural  ability  second  to  none,  and  his 
services  are  in  great  demand.  One  of  his  best  local  jobs  was  the  Nodaway 
County  Infirmary,  of  which  he  was  architect  and  superintendent  of  con¬ 
struction. 

Mr.  Searcy  was  married  first,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  to  Olevia 
Spear,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  which  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
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daughter,  now  Mrs.  George  Bowman,  of  Pine  Ridge,  South  Dakota.  Two 
years  after  her  marriage,  Mr.  Searcy’s  first  wife  was  called  to  her  rest.  Five 
years  later  Mr.  Searcy  married  Esther  Spear,  a  cousin  of  his  former  wife, 
and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Sadie  is  the 
wife  of  Melvin  Duncan,  of  Kansas  City;  Retta,  millinery  trimmer,  of  Chicago; 
Orva  is  telephone  operator  at  Jacksonville,  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Searcy  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  and  Mrs.  Searcy  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Personally,  Mr.  Searcy  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address,  alert,  modern  in 
his  ideas,  a  good  mixer,  honorable  and  straightforward  in  his  business  meth¬ 
ods. 


MOORE  BROTHERS  LIGHTNING  ROD  COMPANY. 

One  of  the  leading  industrial  enterprises  of  Maryville.  Missouri,  and 
one  of  which  any  community  might  well  be  proud  and  one  that  gained  a 
prestige  that  is  national  in  its  scope  and  rapidly  growing  is  the  Moore  Broth¬ 
ers  Lightning  Rod  Company,  a  substantial  corporation  that  finds  a  ready  and 
extensive  market  for  its  goods  in  eleven  states.  The  rapid  rise  and  continued 
growth  from  a  somewhat  humble  beginning  of  this  company  has  been  due  to 
the  superior  qualities  of  the  wares  manufactured  and  the  splendid  business 
management  exercised  in  its  executive  control,  also  by  the  straightforward 
and  uniform  honesty  which  has  marked  the  every-day  transactions  of  the 
company  from  the  first,  thereby  winning  and  retaining  the  confidence  of  the 
business  world. 

The  company  is  a  close  corporation,  the  stock  being  owned  by  the  four 
Moore  brothers  and  is  officered  as  follows :  D.  C.  Moore,  president :  E.  V. 
Moore,  vice-president;  G.  J.  Moore,  treasurer;  J.  L.  Moore,  secretary,  all 
business  men  of  rare  acumen  and  foresight. 

The  company  was  originally  organized  in  1900  at  Graham,  Missouri, 
where  the  business  was  successfully  launched  and  conducted  until  November. 
1908,  when  better  facilities  for  transportation  and  contact  with  the  world  of 
commerce  was  deemed  advisable  and  the  plant  and  offices  were  moved  to  Mary¬ 
ville.  the  companv  having  been  incorporated  in  1906. 

Their  new  factory  building  is  a  modern,  handsome,  three-story  struc¬ 
ture  located  at  Nos.  122-124  East  Second  street,  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  city,  having  been  completed  in  1909.  This  is  always  a 
very  busy  place,  the  building  being  equipped  with  the  best  and  latest  designs 
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in  machinery,  furnishings  and  all  that  goes  to  make  up  an  attractive,  twentieth- 
century  manufacturing  plant.  Here  is  manufactured  in  immense  quantities 
of  pure,  soft  copper  cable  lightning  rods,  which  are  endorsed  by  insurance 
companies,  which  are  without  joints  and  which  never  rust;  also  static  electric 
machines,  vanes  of  all  kinds,  pure  copper  connectors,  copper  uprights,  gal¬ 
vanized  steel  standards,  copper  loop  fasteners,  copper  dispensers,  glass  balls, 
and  ornaments  of  all  kinds— in  fact,  everything  needed  for  a  first-class  job 
of  lightning  rods.  The  plant  is  installed  with  ingenious  machinery  for  the 
rapid  manufacture  of  their  wares  and  all  this  marvelous  mechanism  is  the 
product  of  the  inventive  skill  of  the  Moore  brothers,  their  machinery  as  well 
as  all  of  their  devices  being  covered  by  letters  patent,  and  here  only  first-class 
artisans  are  employed,  the  firm’s  motto  being,  “High  standard  in  quality,  and 
prompt  service.”  No  matter  how  many  rush  orders  are  received,  all  lightning 
rods  and  accessories  are  constructed  with  the  same  carefulness  in  workman¬ 
ship  and  attention  that  has  won  for  all  their  goods  the  reputation  of  being  the 
best.  The  ardent  aim  of  the  company  has  been  to  manufacture  a  lightning 
rod  that  would  protect  and  outlive  its  purchaser,  and  it  has  been  through  great 
skill  and  heavy  expense  that  they  have  been  able  to  build  machinery  to  pro¬ 
duce  their  famous  pure  soft  copper  cable  lightning  rod,  which  they  are  able 
to  guarantee  to  be  an  absolute  protection  from  lightning.  This  cable  is  so 
scientifically  perfect  that  there  is  not  one  single  weak  point  in  it  and  which 
has  many  exclusive  advantages,  as  has  been  attested  by  the  thousands  of 
users  of  the  same. 

The  company  constantly  employs  twenty-four  traveling  salesmen,  selling 
to  dealers,  and  an  immense  business  is  carried  on  over  a  wide  range  of  territory. 
The  company's  sales  were  twelve  thousand  feet  of  cable  the  first  business  year. 
During  the  year  1909  the  sales  were  over  one  million  feet;  early  in  the  year 
1910  they  had  advanced  orders  for  over  four  hundred  thousand  feet,  the 
prospects  being  good  for  the  two  million  mark  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

Besides  the  many  patents  which  the  company  now  holds,  five  additional 
patents  are  now  pending.  The  company  has  a  branch  office  in  Peoria, 
Illinois,  which  also  carries  on  an  extensive  business. 

The  greatest  credit  should  be  given  the  Moore  brothers,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  not  so  very  many  years  ago,  these  four  farmer  boys  started  this  line 
of  business  with  practically  no  capital,  four  hundred  dollars  being  the  extent 
of  their  combined  capital.  Confident  of  their  ultimate  success,  they  gave  pains¬ 
taking  care  to  every  detail  in  workmanship  and  gave  their  patrons  high-grade 
service,  all  the  work  they  turned  out  being  high  standard  in  quality.  They 
always  did  a  little  more  than  they  promised  and  did  it  a  little  better  than 
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they  agreed  to;  this  method  has  given  them  a  reputation  that  may  well  be 
envied  by  other  companies. 

The  Moore  boys  are  son  of  Levozier  and  Jane  C.  (Cappelier)  Moore, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  a  native  of  Virginia,  the  father 
being  of  Irish  ancestry  and  the  mother  of  French  and  English  descent.  Lev¬ 
ozier  Moore  came  to  Missouri  in  1868,  locating  in  Andrew  county,  about 
three  miles  from  Savannah.  About  one  year  later  he  moved  to  Hughes  town¬ 
ship,  Nodaway  county,  and  located  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  four  sons, 
the  Moore  brothers,  of  this  review.  Their  father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life 
and  was  very  successful  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor;  his  death  occurred  in 
1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  his  widow  surviving  until  1905,  dying  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levozier  Moore  eight  chil¬ 
dren  were  born,  five  of  whom  are  living,  the  four  sons  mentioned  above  and 
a  daughter.  Mrs.  Ruth  S.  Cryder,  who  is  living  in  the  southwest  part  of  Nod¬ 
away  county. 

John  L.  Moore,  the  efficient  secretary  and  manager  of  the  company,  was 
born  on  the  parental  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  remaining 
on  the  home  place  until  1900,  when  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  same  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  continued  farm  life  until  he  engaged  in  the  present  business.  Lie 
was  married  September  30,  1896,  to  Nellie  E.  Cryder,  daughter  of  Frank 
Cryder,  of  Nodaway  county,  in  which  county  she  was  born.  To  this  union 
rive  sons  have  been  born,  namely;  Ernest,  George,  Vern,  Ralph  and  Harold. 
John  L.  Moore  is  a  Mason  and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
church. 

D.  C.  Moore,  president  of  the  company,  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
January  12,  1861,  was  reared  on  the  farm,  and  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  worked  on  the  farm  and  followed  various  pursuits  until  the  organization 
of  this  company  in  1900.  He  first  married,  in  1892,  Lillie  McNeal,  who  was 
born  in  Illinois,  but  reared  in  Nodaway  county,  having  lived  here  since  she 
was  two  years  of  age  to  the  time  of  her  death,  which  occurred  fourteen  months 
after  her  marriage,  leaving  one  daughter,  one  son,  a  twin,  dying  at  that 
time.  D.  C.  Moore  was  married  in  January,  1898,  to  Theresa  McNeal,  sister 
of  his  first  wife.  To  this  union  six  children  have  been  born  :  Sylvia,  deceased  ; 
Inez;  twin  boys  died  in  infancy;  Ivan  and  Aaron  are  living.  D.  C.  Moore  is 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic  fra¬ 
ternity,  and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  church. 

E.  V.  Moore,  vice-president  of  the  company,  was  born  on  October  18, 
1865,  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  educated  in 
the  country  schools.  He  married  Ada  Charles,  who  was  born  in  Maryville, 
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Missouri,  and  to  this  union  one  child,  Eli  V.,  has  been  born.  E.  V  Moore  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

G.  J.  Moore,  treasurer  of  the  company,  was  born  at  Zanesville,  Ohio, 
January  12,  1867.  Like  his  brothers,  he  grew  to  maturity  on  the  parental 
acres  which  he  helped  to  till,  attending  the  local  schools  during  the  winter 
months.  He  married  Nellie  Galbreth,  in  1892.  She  was  born  and  reared 
in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  and  received  a  common  school  education.  To 
this  union  five  children  have  been  born,  named  as  follows :  Edna,  Hope, 
Varnetta;  Louis  and  David  are  twins.  G.  J.  Moore  is  a  Mason  in  his  fra¬ 
ternal  relations  and  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist  church. 

The  Moore  brothers  are  popular  in  all  circles  in  Maryville  and  since 
coming  here  they  have  done  their  full  share  in  forwarding  the  interests  of  the 
place. 


MARVIN  A.  PEERY. 

One  of  the  leading  attorneys  of  the  younger  generation  in  this  section  of 
Missouri  is  Marvin  A.  Peery,  the  present  popular  city  clerk  of  Maryville.  He 
is  one  of  Nodaway  county’s  public  spirited  citizens  and  withholds  his  co¬ 
operation  from  no  movement  which  is  intended  to  promote  public  improve¬ 
ment.  What  he  has  achieved  in  life  proves  the  force  of  his  character  and 
illustrates  his  steadfastness  of  purpose.  He  is  influential  in  various  circles 
and  his  advancement  to  a  creditable  position  in  business  and  political  circles 
is  the  direct  outcome  of  his  own  persistent  and  worthy  labors. 

Mr.  Peery  is  a  native  of  Albany,  Missouri,  the  son  of  John  B.  Peery,  of 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  who  is  also  a  native  of  Albany,  this  state.  He  is 
interested  in  the  Chambers  &  Marney  Dry  Goods  Company  of  St.  Joseph  and 
is  regarded  as  a  progressive  business  man  who  stands  high  in  the  commercial 
life  of  northwestern  Missouri. 

The  Peery  family  is  of  Southern  origin.  Grandfather  William  A.  Peery. 
a  native  of  Tazewell  county,  Virginia,  was  a  large  slave  owner  during  the 
Civil  war  and  noted  for  his  high  sense  of  honor  and  his  old-time  hospitality. 
He  came  to  Missouri  about  1850  and  settled  in  Gentry  county.  He  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  with  John  B.  Hunley  and  John  D.  Vineil.  his 
brothers-in-law.  He  also  had  large  land  interests.  Grandfather  Peery  mar¬ 
ried  Eliza  Witten,  of  Tazewell  county.  Virginia,  and  to  them  ten  children 
were  born,  three  of  their  sons  being  in  the  Union  army  and  an  equal  number 
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in  the  Confederate  army.  The  father  of  these  children  was  killed  in  a 
runaway  in  1873.  His  efforts  both  as  a  farmer  and  merchant  met  with  a 
reasonable  degree  of  success. 

John  B  Peery  married  Lavinna  Shafer,  who  was  born  in  Winneshiek 
county,  Iowa,  in  1856,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Shafer,  the 
latter  living  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Six  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  B.  Peery,  named  as  follows:  Marvin  A.,  of  this 
review;  Pauline  is  the  wife  of  Forest  Tracy,  of  Wichita,  Kansas;  George  M., 
of  Albany,  Missouri,  is  a  traveling  salesman;  Jacob  O.  lives  in  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri  ;  Dale  F.  and  Waive  are  living  at  home. 

Marvin  A.  Peery  received  his  primary  education  in  the  Albany  schools, 
later  attending  Northwest  Missouri  College,  a  Methodist  institution  located 
at  Albany,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1896  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy,  making  a  very  creditable  record  there. 
At  the  annual  oratorical  contest  of  the  college  he  was  awarded  the  gold  medal 
as  first  honors.  That  entitled  him  to  enter  the  inter-collegiate  contest  of  the 
state,  comprising  fifteen  institutions,  and  a  criterion  of  his  rare  powers  as  a 
public  speaker  may  be  gained  when  we  learn  that  he  took  second  prize  in  this 
contest. 

After  leaving  college  Mr.  Peery  first  engaged  in  the  abstract  business  at 
Albany,  from  September  13,  1897,  where  he  remained  until  June,  1898,  when 
he  came  to  Maryville  and  went  to  work  the  following  4th  of  July,  taking  a 
position  with  Sisson  &  Sons,  with  whom  he  remained  until  January  1,  1905, 
when  the  firm  was  incorporated  as  the  Sisson  Title  &  Loan  Company,  and  Mr. 
Peery  became  a  member  of  the  firm.  He  had  been  studying  law  at  his  leisure 
for  some  time,  and  on  September  18,  1903,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Gentry 
county,  Missouri,  and  he  began  practicing  in  connection  with  the  firm’s  busi¬ 
ness,  as  title  examiner.  He  is  regarded  as  accurate,  painstaking,  persistent 
and  well  versed  in  the  law. 

Mr.  Peery  was  married  on  February  9,  1898,  to  Oleva  DePrist,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hiram  and  Cynthia  DePrist,  an  influential  Gentry  county  family. 
Hiram  DePrist  came  from  Indiana  and  his  wife  from  Gentry  county,  Mis¬ 
souri.  Mrs.  Peery  was  born  September  16,  1876,  in  Gentry  county  and  was 
educated  in  the  same  college  which  her  husband  attended,  graduating  with  the 
same  class.  She,  too,  won  recognition  as  a  speaker,  carrying  off  the  orator¬ 
ical  honors  among  the  girls  of  that  institution.  She  is  a  woman  of  talent  and 
refinement  and  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends.  This  union  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children.  Alice,  born  June  12,  1901,  and  Louise, 
born  November  4,  1905. 


632 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


Mr.  Peery  was  appointed  city  clerk  of  Maryville,  May  1,  1907,  and  so 
faithfully  did  he  discharge  his  duties  that  he  has  been  re-appointed  every  year 
since.  He  has  long  taken  an  abiding  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  was  secretary  of  the  Democratic  county  central  committee  from 
1902  to  1906  and  chairman  of  the  same  from  1906  to  1908,  during  which 
time  he  did  a  very  commendable  work  for  his  party.  While  chairman  he 
elected  more  offices  than  ever  had  been  known  in  the  local  history  of  the  party, 
surpassing  any  other  chairman  in  this  respect.  He  has  a  large  acquaintance 
in  this  and  adjoining  counties  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  local  leaders  in 
his  party  and  his  counsel  is  often  sought  in  Democratic  affairs. 

Mr.  Peery  takes  an  active  interest  in  fraternal  affairs.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  the  Tribe  of  Ben  Hur 
and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  subordinate  and  the  encamp¬ 
ment  lodges,  and  is  worshipful  master  of  Lodge  No.  470.  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  and  his  wife  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
South. 


JAMES  W.  HOWARD. 

This  is  an  age  in  which  the  farmer  stands  pre-eminently  above  any  other 
class  as  a  producer  of  wealth.  He  takes  advantage  of  nature's  gifts,  in  the 
way  of  wind,  air,  sunshine  and  rain,  and,  supplementing  this  by  his  own 
energy  and  skill,  he  creates  grain,  hay,  livestock,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  abso¬ 
lute  necessaries  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  The  commercial  world  has 
come  to  recognize  his  importance  and  has  surrounded  him  with  many  con¬ 
veniences  not  thought  of  a  hundred  years  ago.  And  the  farmer  has  not  been 
slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  improvements  and  aids  thus  invented  and  of¬ 
fered.  Among  the  up-to-date  farmers  of  Nodaway  county  is  the  subject  of 
this  brief  sketch,  who  owns  and  operates  successfully  a  fine  farm  in  Monroe 
township. 

James  W.  Howard  was  born  in  Green  county,  South  Carolina,  on  rhe 
16th  day  of  February,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Tempy  (Crane)  How¬ 
ard.  The  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  John  Howard,  was  a  native  of 
England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  reared  his  family  in  South 
Carolina.  The  maternal  grandfather,  Shadrach  Crane,  was  a  native  of 
bonnie  Scotland  and  left  the  land  of  hill  and  heather  in  an  early  day,  settling 
also  in  South  Carolina,  Green  county.  James  W.  Howard  lived  with  his 
parents  in  the  South  Carolina  home  until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  when 
the  family  moved  to  Green  county,  Tennessee.  Four  years  later,  in  June, 
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[872,  he  married  Mary  Settle,  a  native  of  that  county,  near  Greenville,  and 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Howe)  Settle.  In  October  of  the  same  year 
he  and  his  wife  came  to  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  locating  near  Rockport, 
where  they  lived  until  1904.  While  there  he  first  lived  on  a  rented  farm, 
but  subsequently  he  bought  a  farm,  which  he  sold  four  years  later.  In 
August,  1903,  Mr.  Howard  bought  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  and  a  half 
acres  of  fine  land,  located  two  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Skidmore,  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  In  the  spring  of  1904  he  moved  to 
this  place,  and  is  now  residing  there.  He  is  a  thoroughly  up-to-date  agricul¬ 
turist,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of 
husbandry  and  not  hesitating  to  adopt  new  methods  when  their  practicability 
has  been  demonstrated  by  experiment.  The  place  is  well-improved,  compris¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  substantial  and  commodious  barns 
and  outbuildings,  while  the  general  apearance  of  the  place  indicates  the  owner 
to  be  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  excellent  taste. 

The  year  after  Mr.  Howard  came  to  Missouri,  his  parents  also  came  and 
located  near  Rockport,  where  they  lived  until  their  deaths.  Mrs.  Howard's 
parents  came  at  the  same  time  as  the  subject,  settling  in  the  same  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  there  they  lived  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  have  been  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Ed  Minerley,  living  five  miles  north¬ 
west  of  Quitman,  this  county,  and  they  have  three  children,  Clarence,  Ethel 
and  Harold:  Tempv  is  the  wife  of  James  Madden,  of  Atchison  county,  and 
they  have  nine  children,  Herman,  Elsie,  James.  Elgiva,  Hazel.  Isaac.  Ralph, 
Ivy  and  Ida,  the  two  last  named  being  twins;  Essie  is  the  wife  of  Will  Catron, 
of  Atchison  county,  and  they  have  three  children,  Virgil,  Edward  and  Rich¬ 
ard ;  John,  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  married  Maggie  Moore  and  they 
have  one  child,  Glenn;  James,  of  Colorado  Springs,  married  Florence  Shull 
and  they  have  one  son,  Richard;  Dovie  became  the  wife  of  Lyttiton  Rhodes, 
of  Mound  City,  Holt  county,  this  state,  and  they  have  four  children,  Ruth. 
Eugene,  Glesner  and  Henry;  Bertha  is  the  wife  of  Earl  Busby,  living  five 
miles  west  of  Burlington  Junction,  and  they  have  two  children,  Cledith  and 
May;  Walter  is  unmarried  and  remains  at  home  with  his  parents,  helping  on 
the  farm. 

Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church  South,  to  which  both  allied  themselves  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
and  they  now  hold  membership  in  the  church  at  Skidmore,  to  which  they  give 
a  generous  support.  Mr.  Howard  is  a  man  of  sturdy  integrity  arid  stanch 
qualities  of  character  and  because  of  his  genuine  worth  and  his  high  charac¬ 
ter  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 
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PATRICK  L.  GROWNEY. 

To  win  success  in  any  line  of  human  endeavor  requires  definiteness  of 
purpose,  concentration  of  effort  and  indomitable  courage,  and  to  succeed  in 
as  exacting  a  calling  as  the  law  requires  all  these  and  many  other  sterling  at¬ 
tributes.  Patrick  L.  Growney,  who  seems  to  possess  all  these  requirements  to 
a  marked  degree,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Nod¬ 
away  bar,  has  long  had  the  interests  of  this  locality  at  heart,  and  has,  while 
advancing  his  own  welfare,  done  much  toward  promulgating  the  civic,  polit¬ 
ical.  industrial  and  moral  tone  of  the  vicinity.  His  career  has  been  one  of 
hard  work,  and,  being  a  man  of  integrity,  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  success 
he  has  attained  and  the  respect  which  is  accorded  him  by  everyone. 

Mr.  Growney  was  born  four  miles  northwest  of  Conception,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  August  25,  1858,  the  son  of  Phillip  Growney,  a  native  of 
county  Meath,  Ireland,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  and 
from  which  country  he  came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  where  he  got  a  foothold  and  remained  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  His 
father,  Patrick  Growney,  also  a  native  of  Ireland,  accompanied  him  to  this 
country.  They  worked  principally  as  laborers  and  various  kinds  of  honest 
work  after  arriving  on  our  shores,  both  coming  from  the  agricultural  class. 
They  decided  to  cast  their  fortunes  in  the  West  and  in  1858  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  and  began  farming  in  a  small  way,  settling  on  land  in  what 
has  since  been  termed  the  “Conception  Colony,”  and  there  the  paternal  grand¬ 
father  and  grandmother  and  the  father  of  Patrick  L.  Growney,  of  this  review, 
passed  to  their  rest,  the  father  dying  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years. 
Grandfather  Growney  died  in  1876,  his  widow  surviving  until  1894,  reach¬ 
ing  an  advanced  age.  They  were  the  first  of  that  class  of  settlers  in  the 
vicinity  of  Conception.  That  was  before  the  Catholic  church  was  established 
there.  Grandfather  Growney  married  Mary  Monahan,  a  native  of  Ireland. 
Five  children  were  born  to  them,  all  of  them  coming  to  America. 

The  mother  of  Patrick  L.  Growney  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Margaret  McCabe,  of  county  Louth,  Ireland.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip 
Growney  ten  children  were  born,  seven  boys  and  three  girls,  all  living  at  this 
writing,  namely:  Patrick  L.,  of  this  review;  James  C..  an  attorney  at  Mary¬ 
ville,  is  married  but  has  no  children;  John  D.,  a  farmer  near  Conception,  is 
married  and  has  eight  children;  Philip  R.,  who  has  remained  single,  lives  at 
Conception  Junction;  Laurence  F.,  a  farmer  near  the  old  homestead  at  Con¬ 
ception,  is  married  and  has  seven  children ;  Dr.  Joseph  J.,  of  Kansas  City. 
Kansas,  is  married  and  has  four  children  ;  Charles  M.  is  living  with  his  mother 
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at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Michael  McOuinn  and  lives 
at  St.  Joseph.  Missouri;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Patrick  Hays,  an  attorney 
at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and  has  three  children ;  Anna  is  single  and  living  with 
her  mother  in  St.  Joseph. 

Patrick  L.  Growney,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
and  reared  on  the  home  farm  where  he  early  began  assisting  with  the  general 
work  about  the  place;  he  also  spent  one  year  in  St.  Mary’s  College,  from  1875 
to  1876,  St.  Mary,  Kansas,  also  one  year  at  the  University  of  Missouri,  from 
1877  to  1878,  in  the  academy  class.  He  decided  to  devote  his  attention  to  the 
law  and  when  not  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  his  regular  studies  he  read 
law,  later  taking  it  up  in  earnest  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1888  and  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Maryville  ever  since,  or 
for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  meeting  with  well  merited  success,  now  en¬ 
joying  a  large  clientele  which  is  not  confined  to  the  local  courts.  January  1, 
1879,  he  took  up  his  duties  as  deputy  circuit  clerk  and  recorder  under  Laur¬ 
ence  J.  Growney,  his  uncle,  who  was  again  elected  recorder  in  1886,  when 
Patrick  L.  Growney  again  assisted  him  as  deputy. 

P.  L.  Growney  was  married  on  November  23,  1882,  to  Mary  Murrin, 
who  was  born  in  Belvidere,  Illinois,  the  daughter  of  Owen  Murrin,  now  of 
Maryville,  Missouri.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  Philip  L.,  of  St.  Benedict’s  Abbey,  of  Mt.  Angel,  Oregon;  Eugene 
Emmett,  Mary  N.,  Patrick  L.,  Jr.,  all  of  Maryville.  Beatrice  is  living  with  her 
grandfather.  Two  other  children  died  in  childhood.  Mrs.  Grownev  was 

o 

called  to  her  rest  in  1901. 

Mr.  Growney  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Catholic  child  born 
and  baptized  in  Nodaway  county.  This  family  are  faithful  supporters  of  the 
Catholic  church  and,  like  their  progenitors,  bear  untarnished  reputations. 


FRED  P.  ROBINSON. 

Some  writer,  who  is  no  doubt  well  informed  upon  the  subject,  has  writ¬ 
ten  that  the  first  requisite  for  a  citizen  who  shares  the  work  of  public  life  is. 
that  he  act  disinterestedly,  and  the  second  is  efficiency.  Fred  P.  Robinson, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  possessor  of  both  of  these  attainments.  It 
would  be  an  agreeable  pastime  to  write  a  record  of  the  lives  of  such  men  as 
Mr.  Robinson,  comprehensive  in  detail  and  complete  in  scope.  However,  the 
best  decades  of  a  life  in  so  short  a  sketch  must  be  ignored,  through  the  lim- 
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itations  of  space.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  been  an  earnest  worker  and 
his  life  is  one  of  human  progress,  written  in  characters  that  are  lasting. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  born  in  Maryville.  Missouri,  December  13,  1874.  His 
father  was  Theodore  Robinson,  a  native  of  Callaway  county,  Missouri,  who 
came  to  Nodaway  county  in  about  1848,  locating  at  Maryville.  Theodore 
Robinson  was  one  of  the  rich  contributors  of  mental  and  physical  activity 
that  the  state  of  Missouri  has  given  to  the  business  classes  of  the  West. 
Orphaned  early  in  life,  he  was  the  founder  of  his  own  fortune  through  untir¬ 
ing  perseverance.  He  commenced  life  as  a  clerk,  and  later  established  himself 
in  the  mercantile  business.  Those  who  knew  him  speak  of  his  devotion  to 
principles,  his  unswerving  fidelity  and  great  patience.  During  the  last  thirty 
years  of  his  life  he  was  identified  with  the  Nodaway  Valley  Bank  of  Mary¬ 
ville,  first  as  cashier,  and  later  as  its  president.  He  was  for  many  years  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  school  board,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  every  branch  of 
progress,  especially  with  that  affecting  the  community  of  Maryville.  He  died 
in  May,  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Rebecca  J.  Ray.  came  to  Missouri  with  her  parents  at  the  age  of  seven, 
the  family  locating  on  the  present  site  of  Maryville.  Mrs.  Robinson  survived 
her  husband  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Maryville.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  this  couple,  and  three  only  are  living,  namely:  James  B..  president  of  the 
Nodaway  Valley  Bank;  Fred  P.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Jennie.  The¬ 
odore  Robinson’s  private  life  was  characterized  by  generous  charities  and  a 
love  of  hospitality,  which  welcomed  his  friends  to  his  home.  His  ability  and 
faithful  interest  made  his  loss  greatly  felt  in  the  community. 

The  father  of  Fred  P.  Robinson  left  the  imprint  of  his  active  intellect 
and  tireless  industry  upon  his  son.  The  education  the  latter  received  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Maryville,  supplemented  by  the  experience  and 
study  of  maturer  years,  made  of  him  an  active  citizen,  precise  in  business,  in¬ 
flexible  in  integrity  and  thoroughly  respected.  He  went  into  the  Nodaway 
Valley  Bank  as  a  clerk  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and  three  years  later  he 
became  its  cashier,  which  position  he  held  until  he  was  elected  mayor  of  the 
city,  April  3,  1907.  Mr.  Robinson  is,  at  the  present  time,  vice-president  of 
the  bank.  He  was  elected  mayor  as  an  independent,  and  he  has  been  a  force¬ 
ful  executive  in  administering  municipal  affairs.  Innumerable  improvements 
have  been  made  during  his  administration.  Concrete  walks  have  been  placed 
where  unsightly  board  structures  were  formerly  and  public  interest  has  been 
served  conscientiously.  Mr.  Robinson  served  in  the  city  council  during  the 
years  of  1901-2  and,  as  chairman  of  the  street  committee,  he  directed  twelve 
miles  of  brick  paving.  He  was  first  elected  mayor  to  fill  an  unexpired  term 
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and  his  re-election  followed  for  a  full  term  of  three  years,  which  expired  in 
April,  1910.  After  leaving  the  mayor’s  chair,  Mr.  Robinson  took  up  the 
practice  of  law,  having  taken  the  state  bar  examination  and  being  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  May,  1910. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  married  April  23,  1895,  to  Mary  Miller,  daughter  of 
John  S.  and  Catharine  Miller,  she  having  been  born  near  Guilford,  Nodaway 
county,  this  state.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  of  whom  Mildred 
and  Virginia  are  living. 

Mr.  Robinson  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church.  He  is 
congenial  and  companionable  in  his  nature,  and  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  760, 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  past  exalted  ruler; 
he  is  also  a  Mason  of  high  degree,  being  present  eminent  commander  of  Mary¬ 
ville  Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights  Templar,  also  worshipful  master  of  Nod¬ 
away  Lodge,  No.  470,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  a  member  of 
Chapter  No.  96,  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

The  “set  up"  of  Mr.  Robinson  (as  a  soldier  would  say)  is  distinctly 
pleasing.  His  face  shows  a  contented  mind  and  indicates  that  envy  is  a 
stranger  to  his  heart.  He  is  today  the  possessor  a  well-earned  competence, 
but  his  greatest  possession  is  the  esteem  and  respect  of  a  large  number  of 
friends. 


SAMUEL  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Occupying  no  mean  position  in  public  and  political  affairs  in  Nodaway 
county  is  the  well-known  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  article.  His 
has  been  a  busy  and  successful  life  and  the  record  is  eminently  worthy  of 
perusal  by  the  student  who  would  learn  the  intrinsic  essence  of  individuality 
and  its  influence  in  moulding  opinion  and  giving  character  and  stability  to  a 
community. 

Samuel  H.  Williams,  the  present  popular  treasurer  of  Nodaway  county, 
is  a  Hoosier  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  March  13, 
1854,  the  son  of  James  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  and  who  came  to 
Indiana  when  a  young  man,  settling  in  Ripley  county.  He  followed  farming 
all  his  life  and  was  fairly  successful  wherever  he  took  up  his  work.  From 
Indiana  he  went  to  Wapello  county,  Iowa,  the  family  remaining  there  three 
or  four  years,  then  moved  to  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  when  Samuel  H.  was 
twelve  years  old.  The  latter’s  mother  was  Ann  McNew,  who  was  born  in 
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Indiana  and  who  died  about  1859  when  about  forty-eight  years  old.  In  this 
family  were  seven  children,  only  three  of  whom  now  survive,  Isaac  Williams, 
Samuel  H.,  of  this  review,  both  in  Nodaway  county,  and  Joseph  Williams,  of 
Tulare,  California. 

Samuel  H.  Williams  was  born  on  the  parental  farm  and  he  early  learned 
the  art  of  husbandry,  attending  the  common  schools  in  Fountain  county, 
Indiana,  during  the  winter,  and  he  continued  to  farm  all  his  life  up  to  March, 
1909,  when  he  became  treasurer  of  Nodaway  county,  having  been  elected  in 
1907.  He  removed  to  Iowa  with  his  parents,  then  back  to  Indiana.  When 
twelve  years  old  his  father  died,  his  mother  having  died  a  few  years  previous. 
He  then  went  into  the  homes  of  strangers,  among  whom  he  lived  for  four 
years — that  of  David  Frazier,  of  Fountain  county,  Indiana.  Upon  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Frazier,  Mr.  Williams  was  again  thrown  among  strangers.  He  began 
work  on  a  farm,  working  a  year  for  one  man  at  thirteen  dollars  per  month  and 
did  not  miss  a  day.  In  February,  1873,  he  left  Indiana  and  went  on  horse¬ 
back  to  Tazewell  county,  Illinois,  where  he  soon  began  working  on  a  farm  at 
twenty-five  dollars  per  month.  While  here  he  was  married  to  Ellen  E.  Bever, 
who  was  born  in  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  but  was  reared  in  Illinois.  Mr. 
Williams  remained  in  Tazewell  county  eleven  years,  during  which  time  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account  after  the  first  year.  In  1884  he  left 
Illinois,  moving  to  Pawnee  county,  Nebraska,  remaining  there  and  in  Gage 
county  for  five  years,  engaged  in  farming.  In  February,  1889,  he  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  in  Nodaway  township,  about  three  miles 
northeast  of  Burlington  on  a  farm  which  he  rented  and  operated  for  about 
ten  years,  then  moved  on  a  farm  which  joined  the  town  of  Burlington,  where 
he  lived  six  years,  then  purchased  forty  acres  in  Nodaway  township  on  which 
he  lived  until  he  was  elected  treasurer.  He  has  met  with  fair  success  as  a 
general  farmer. 

Mr.  Williams  has  always  been  a  loyal  Democrat  and  he  was  the  nominee 
of  his  party  in  1905  for  county  treasurer,  but  was  defeated  by  fifty-five  votes. 
His  election  in  1907  met  with  general  approval  and  he  is  very  ably  discharg¬ 
ing  the  duties  of  the  office,  which  he  will  occupy  four  years  from  April,  1909. 
He  was  collector  of  Nodaway  township  and  also  justice  of  the  peace  before 
being  elected  treasurer. 

In  1896  Mr.  Williams  was  granted  a  United  States  patent  on  a  burglar- 
proof  express  car,  an  invention  of  great  merit,  showing  exceptional  inventive 
genius  and  which  is  attracting  much  attention  in  the  scientific  world.  It  is 
pronounced  by  experts  to  be  practical  and  in  every  way  plausible. 
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Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams,  namely :  Rose 
married  John  Williams  and  lives  on  the  farm  belonging  to  her  father  in 
Nodaway  township;  Joseph  Henry  is  pressman  on  the  Gazette,  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri;  Samuel  R.  is  a  farmer  in  Nodaway  township;  Anna  May  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  Nicholas,  of  Nodaway  township;  Phrana  Adelia,  widow  of 
H.  B.  Harris,  lives  with  her  father;  Maude  is  the  wife  of  Monroe  Hudson, 
of  Nodaway  township;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  William  Kinniman,  a  fireman 
on  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri ;  Edna  and  Lulu  are  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Williams  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  the 
former  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liams  is  a  fine  type  of  a  self-made  man,  considering  the  disadvantages  of  his 
youth  and  the  fact  that  he  has  had  to  fight  his  way  to  the  front,  raising  a 
large  family  and  gaining  a  comfortable  competency,  all  unaided. 


REV.  FR.  ANSELM  INEICHEN. 

In  every  life  of  honor  and  usefulness  there  is  no  dearth  of  interesting 
situations  and  incidents,  and  yet  in  summing  up  such  a  career  the  writer 
must  needs  touch  only  on  the  more  salient  facts,  giving  the  keynote  to  the 
character  and  eliminating  all  that  is  superfluous  to  the  continuity  of  the 
narrative. 

Father  Anselm,  as  he  is  familiarly  known  to  his  parishioners,  rector  of 
St.  Mary’s  parish,  at  Maryville,  Missouri,  was  born  in  Canton  Luzerne. 
Switzerland,  May  25,  1853,  and  dived  on  the  paternal  farm  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old.  He  was  actuated  by  a  laudable  ambition  to  do  something 
for  his  fellowmen  and  with  that  object  in  view  he  entered  Benedictine 
Monastery  at  Engelberg,  Switzerland,  where  he  remained  until  1873.  Be¬ 
lieving  that  the  United  States  offered  a  wider  field  for  his  labors,  he  came 
to  our  shores  in  1873  and  took  a  four-years  preparatory  course  for  the 
priesthood  at  Conception,  Missouri,  and  he  was  first  ordained  priest  on 
September  29,  1877,  by  Bishop  Hogan,  of  St.  Joseph  diocese,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  he  celebrated  his  first  mass  in  the  Conception,  being  an  as¬ 
sistant  under  Abbott  Frouwin  Conrad,  O.  S.  B.,  of  the  monastery.  In  Jan¬ 
uary,  1880,  he  was  assigned  as  assistant  to  Father  Aclelhelm,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity  he  remained  until  June  3,  1881,  when  Father  Adelhelm  removed  to 
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Oregon  to  start  a  new  monastery,  and  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
exclusively  to  pastorial  work. 

In  January,  1880,  he  was  assigned  to  the  First  Church  at  Maryville, 
the  foundation  for  this  church  having  just  been  laid  and  he  completed  the 
building  in  due  course  of  time. 

The  acts  of  Father  Anselm,  both  spiritual  and  temporal,  have  met  with 
the  united  approval  of  his  own  people  and  all  others  as  well.  The  good  he 
has  accomplished  does  not  stand  alone  in  the  splendid  buildings  he  has 
caused  to  be  raised  since  coming  to  Marysville,  but  they  are  deeply  engraven 
on  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Nodaway  county  and  the  approval  of  his  own 
conscience  and  that  of  the  Divine  Master  are  all  the  reward  he  wishes  for 
his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  church.  He  has  been  very  popular  with  the 
people  of  this  parish  and  the  work  has  been  greatly  strengthened  and  built 
up  since  his  coming  and  his  splendid  achievement  in  erecting  the  handsome 
edifice  and  the  beautiful  parish  residence  and  the  hospital  is  evidence  of 
his  high  standing  here  and  of  his  indomitable  courage  and  energy.  He 
wields  a  potent  influence  for  good  in  his  community,  being  a  learned,  hos¬ 
pitable,  genial  and  genteel  gentleman  whom  to  know  is  to  admire  and 
respect. 


WILLIAM  G.  MAST. 

The  Mast  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  widely  known  in  this 
part  of  the  state  and  in  order  to  acquaint  our  readers  with  its  several  mem¬ 
bers  considerable  space  is  given  to  them  On  different  pages  of  this  work.  At 
present  the  name  of  William  G.  Mast  claims  attention.  He  was  born  in  the 
northwestern  part  of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  September  s,  1852, 
and  is  the  son  of  Noah  and  Catherine  (Rolling)  Mast,  the  father  born  in  Ashe 
county,  North  Carolina,  February  20,  1812;  the  locality  where  he  was  born 
is  now  a  part  of  Wautauga  county.  The  mother  was  born  in  eastern  Tennes¬ 
see,  January  27,  1818.  They  were  married  on  August  14,  1842,  in  Buchanan 
county,  Missouri,  having  come  here  when  young,  and  in  1843  they  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  being  among  the  early  settlers  in  what  is  now  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  Hughes  township,  where  Mr.  Mast  purchased  another’s  right 
to  a  quarter  section  of  land  and  got  his  patent  direct  from  the  government 
and  lived  there  the  rest  of  his  days,  his  wife  also  dying  there.  There  were 
six  children,  an  equal  number  of  boys  and  girls,  in  their  family,  one  son  dying 
in  early  childhood.  Those  living  are:  John;  Susan  A.  Bagby,  of  Clay  county, 
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Missouri;  William  G.,  of  this  review;  Ellen  Shull,  wife  of  P.  P.  Shull;  Mrs. 
Mollie  Twaddle,  widow  of  Solon  Twaddle.  The  mother  of  these  children 
passed  to  her  rest  on  September  11,  1865,  the  father  surviving  until  February 
7,  1897;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South,  while 
his  wife  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  They  were  strictly  honest  and 
much  liked  by  their  pioneer  neighbors. 

William  G.  Mast  grew  to  manhood  on  the  old  home  place  in  Hughes 
township  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  On  January  27,  1876,  he 
married  Mary  Wheeler,  daughter  of  Isaac  Dawson  and  Lennie  (Watson) 
Wheeler.  She  was  born  in  Holt  county  and  was  reared  in  this  part  of 
Missouri.  Her  parents  lived  in  Kentucky  and  later  came  to  Indiana,  locating 
in  Indianapolis,  later  coming  to  Holt  county,  Missouri.  Her  mother  was  born 
August  26,  1823.  and  died  September  11,  1862.  and  her  father  was  born 
January  12,  1820,  and  died  in  1884.  Mrs.  Mast’s  brothers  and  sisters  are: 
I.  N.  Wheeler,  living  in  Kansas;  Jasper  Wheeler,  of  Liberty,  Missouri;  Lou¬ 
isa,  deceased ;  E.  J.  Wheeler,  living  in  San  Luis  valley,  Colorado. 

After  William  G.  Mast's  marriage  he  farmed  on  the  home  place  one 
year,  then  rented  land  about  four  years,  then  bought  a  farm  near  the  old 
home  place.  He  started  with  forty  acres  and  they  lived  there  about  eight 
years,  then  bought  sixty  acres  where  he  now  lives  in  the  southern  edge  of 
Monroe  township,  two  miles  east  of  the  Nodaway  river.  In  1891,  owing  to 
the  poor  health  of  Mrs.  Mast,  he  sold  his  stock  and  they  went  to  Colorado 
and  remained  there  nearly  a  year,  then  returned  home,  where  they  have 
since  remained,  Mr.  Mast  now  owning  here  two  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
farming  land,  which  he  is  constantly  improving  and  one  which  he  farms  very 
successfully,  keeping  good  livestock.  He  has  a  very  pleasant  home,  orchard, 
garden,  etc. 

Eleven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mast,  four  of  whom 
are  deceased,  two  dying  in  infancy;  Noah  died  when  ten  months  old,  and 
Mabel  died  when  sixteen  months  old.  Those  living  are :  Bertha ;  William  ; 
Archie  married  Nora  Clark,  daughter  of  E.  T.  Clark,  whose  sketch  appears 
in  this  work;  Archie  and  wife  have  one  child,  Douglas.  J.  Clyde  Mast  mar¬ 
ried  Cleo  Carmean  and  lives  in  Holt  county,  and  they  have  one  child,  Ruth. 
Frank  L.,  Dora  E.,  Fred  B.  and  Solon  E.  are  the  other  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mast  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  prominent 
in  the  local  congregation  and,  in  fact,  with  all  their  neighbors  and  acquaint¬ 
ances.  They  became  converted  to  the  Baptist  faith  in  March,  1894,  and  were 
baptised  two  months  later  and  have  since  lived  according  to  the  prescripts  of 
that  faith. 

(40 
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WILLIAM  EARL  WILES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  September  30,  1881.  at  Mary¬ 
ville.  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  Lie  is  a  son  of  J.  Walter  and  Virginia 
E.  Wiles.  He  has  always  been  a  resident  of  Maryville  and  Nodaway  county 
and  was  educated  in  the  high  school  at  this  place.  His  father  is  a  native 
of  Missouri  and  his  mother  a  native  of  the  state  of  Iowa.  He  is  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Aaron  Wiles,  who  was  an  early  settler  in  Nodaway  county.  Aaron 
Wiles  in  an  early  day  conducted  a  blacksmith  shop  and  plow  factory  at 
Maryville  and  was  the  inventor  of  a  lister  plow  which  became  quite  well 
known  and  extensively  used  in  Missouri.  Iowa,  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  J. 
Walter  Wiles  has  for  more  than  thirty  years  conducted  a  blacksmith  and 
shoeing  shop  in  Maryville,  where  the  quality  of  his  work  and  his  sterling 
worth  as  a  man  have  gained  for  him  a  splendid  business  and  the  respect 
of  the  people  all  over  Nodaway  county.  He  easily  stands  at  the  head  of 
his  calling  in  Nodaway  county.  J.  Walter  Wiles  and  Virginia  E.  Wiles, 
his  wife,  by  their  industry  and  right  living  have  won  the  high  esteem  of 
all  who  know  them  and  are  highly  respected  in  the  community  in  which  they 
have  lived. 

William  Earl  Wiles  began  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  W.  W. 
Ramsay,  of  Maryville.  Judge  Ramsay  is  regarded  as  the  nestor  of  the  Mary¬ 
ville  bar,  and  while  in  active  practice  was  one  of  the  most  successful  law¬ 
yers  in  northwestern  Missouri,  he  having  taken  part  in  some  of  the  most 
noted  cases  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  was  at  one  time  a  member  of 
the  Kansas  City  court  of  appeals.  '  Judge  Ramsay  is  regarded  as  the  most 
profound  lawyer  who  ever  practiced  in  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  Wiles  studied 
in  the  office  of  Judge  Ramsay  for  two  years  and  was  admitted  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  law  at  the  June  term.  1903.  of  the  Nodaway  county  circuit  court. 
Mr.  Wiles  immediately  entered  into  the  active  practice  of  law.  He  kept  his 
office  with  Judge  Ramsay  until  the  year  1908.  and  during  this  time  was 
engaged  in  some  of  the  important  litigation  coming  before  the  court  and 
met  with  uniform  success. 

In  1906  the  Republican  party  nominated  Mr.  Wiles  for  the  office  of 
prosecuting  attorney  for  Nodaway  county.  The  Democratic  party  had  at 
the  same  time  nominated  John  M.  Dawson  for  this  office.  Mr.  Dawson 
was  a  son  of  Lafe  Dawson,  one  of  the^  most  noted  and  ablest  lawyers  in 
northwestern  Missouri.  John  Dawson,  the  Democratic  nominee,  was  an 
able  and  experienced  lawyer,  had  served  two  terms  as  prosecuting  attorney 
for  Nodaway  county  with  great  credit,  had  a  great  personal  acquaintance 
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with  the  people  of  the  county  and  was  backed  by  a  united  party,  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Wiles  was  a  young  man  without  much  acquaintance 
throughout  the  county,  except  that  which  he  had  gained  during  his  short 
career  as  a  lawyer  from  the  time  of  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1903,  had 
served  in  no  previous  official  capacity  and  was  backed  by  a  disorganized 
party,  yet  with  these  disadvantages  he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Dawson  by  only 
two  hundred  and  thirty -one  majority.  In  1908  Mr.  Wiles  was  nominated 
by  the  Republican  party  and  Mr.  Dawson  was  again  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  party  for  the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney.  This  campaign 
was  especially  marked  for  the  energy  displayed  by  the  candidates.  Mr. 
Wiles  was  this  time  successful  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  prosecuting 
attorney  by  a  majority  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen  over  Mr.  Dawson,  his 
opponent.  In  this  election  there  were  more  than  seven  thousand  two  hun¬ 
dred  votes  cast.  On  January  1,  1909,  Mr.  Wiles  assumed  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  has  since  that  time  conducted  the  affairs  of  his  office  entirely 
alone.  Nearly  all  former  prosecuting  attorneys  had  assistants  in  this  office 
with  them,  but  Mr.  Wiles  has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  himself. 
He  has  transacted  the  business  of  his  office  expeditiously  and  has  given 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  he  has  conducted  his  office. 
He  gives  the  duties  of  his  office  his  closest  attention  and  has  demonstrated 
his  fitness  as  an  officer  and  ability  as  a  lawyer.  Mr.  Wiles  is  noted  for 
his  close  application  and  study  of  the  law,  quickness  in  understanding  and 
analyzing  the  facts  and  details  of  a  case  and  accuracy  of  judgment.  He 
is  a  forceful  speaker.  He  is,  perhaps,  the  youngest  man  who  has  ever  held 
the  office  of  prosecuting  attorney  in  Nodaway  county.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Elks,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  lodges  at  Maryville. 


TAMES  TODD. 

It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  the  most  powerful  influence  on  publie  life 
is  the  press.  It  reaches  the  people  in  greater  numbers  and  thus  has  been  a 
most  potent  factor  in  moulding  public  opinion  and  in  shaping  the  destiny 
of  nations,  and  the  man  who  devotes  his  life  to  this  -exacting  calling  and 
successfully  carries  out  his  plans  in  the  field  of  journalism  is  eminently 
deserving  of  the  highest  credit,  fames  Todd,  whose  name  introduces  this 
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review  and  who  has  been  summoned  to  close  his  earthly  accounts  and  take 
up  his  journey  to  “that  undiscovered  bourne,"  was  long  prominently  con¬ 
nected  with  the  newspaper  field  of  northern  Missouri,  for  many  years  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  Nodaway  Democrat  at  Maryville,  this  section  of  the 
state  recognizing  him  as  one  of  its  ablest  representatives,  and  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  affairs  which  affected  the  general  welfare  was  of  such  a 
character  that  the  public  long  recognized  and  acknowledged  his  power  and 
public  support. 

Mr.  Todd  was  born  in  Dearborn  county,  Indiana,  October  9,  1847. 
His  parents  were  Hugh  and  Margaret  (Beggs)  Todd,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  county  Antrim,  Ireland.  His  father  died  August  23,  1898,  in  his 
seventy-sixth  year,  after  a  useful  life  of  faithful  toil  and  uprightness,  hav¬ 
ing  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life.  The  mother  is  still 
living  in  Guilford  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

When  nine  years  of  age  James  Todd  removed  with  his  parents  from 
Dearborn  county,  Indiana,  to  Wisconsin  and  remained  there  one  year,  then 
moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  the  family  locating  here  in  1857. 
Young  Todd  received  a  fairly  good  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
those  days  and  became  equipped  for  a  teacher,  which  he  followed  for  some 
time  at  intervals  in  this  county,  working  on  the  home  farm  in  the  mean¬ 
time  and  remaining  under  his  parental  rooftree  until  he  was  twenty-six 
years  of  age. 

In  1874  James  Todd  located  in  Maryville,  having  decided  upon  the 
law  as  his  life  work  and  he  began  reading  Blackstone  in  the  office  of  Daw¬ 
son  &  Edwards.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Nowaday  county  in  due 
course  of  time,  but  there  was  no  prolonged  legal  career  in  store  for  him. 
Instead  it  was  destined  that  he  should  become  an  able  editor,  and  the  first 
step  in  this  direction,  then  an  uncertain  plunge  for  the  young  man  engaging 
in  his  first  newspaper  venture,  was  taken  in  February,  1875,  when  Mr.  Todd 
became  a  part  owner  in  the  Nodaway  Democrat. 

His  partners  were  Prof.  Byron  A.  Dunn,  now  of  Waukegan,  Illinois, 
and  George  W.  Martin,  now  part  owner  of  the  Courier,  Urbana,  Illinois. 
They  bought  the  paper  of  Morehouse  &  Sloan.  In  the  latter  part  of  1875 
Mr.  Dunn  sold  his  third  interest  in  the  paper  to  Martin  and  Todd  and 
bought  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Maryville  Republican,  which  paper  he 
conducted  until  May,  1888.  Mr.  Todd  purchased  Martin’s  interest  in  the 
Democrat  February  1,  1888.  December  1,  1890,  Byron  E.  Condon  became 
a  part  owner  of  the  Democrat,  and  a  daily  was  started.  This  was  con¬ 
ducted  until  October  1,  1895,  when,  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  James 
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Todd,  of  typhoid  fever,  five  physicians  giving  it  as  their  opinion  he  could 
not  recover,  the  daily  was  discontinued.  January  8.  1898,  Mr.  Condon 
sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  to  Mr.  Todd,  who  was  then  sole  owner  until 
his  death,  Mr.  Condon  however,  remaining  foreman.  Mr.  Todd  was  thus 
connected  with  the  paper  for  a  period  of  thirty-two  years. 

In  1872  Mr.  Todd  was  nominated  on  the  Democratic  and  Liberal  Re¬ 
publican  ticket  for  treasurer  of  Nodaway  county,  but  was  defeated,  the 
entire  Republican  ticket  having  been  elected.  He  ran  for  mayor  of  Mary¬ 
ville,  but  was  defeated  in  April,  1896.  He  was  elected  twice  as  school 
director  of  the  Maryville  district,  and  was  appointed  as  the  successor  of 
the  late  Theodore  L.  Robinson,  at  his  death,  to  fill  out  his  unexpired  term 
as  school  director.  He  served  one  term  as  director  of  the  Maryville  Semi¬ 
nary  board.  He  was  appointed  postmaster  by  President  Cleveland  in  1893. 
but  resigned  the  office  after  twenty-one  months  of  service.  For  two  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Democratic  state  committee.  He  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  state  board  of  arbitration,  by  Governor  Dockery,  his  com¬ 
mission  dating  May  1,  1900.  He  was  made  chairman  of  that  board. 

In  1904  he  was  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  of  Missouri,  but  was 
defeated  in  the  state  convention.  He  was  also  defeated  for  congressman 
in  1904  from  this  district  in  the  nominating  convention  at  St.  Joseph.  He 
was  treasurer  of  Hospital  No.  2,  St.  Joseph. 

Mr.  Todd  was  married  June  4,  1877,  to  Anna  Curfman,  daughter  of 
Christian  Curfman.  now  deceased,  and  sister  to  Judge  J.  C.  Curfman,  of 
Maryville.  To  them  seven  children  were  born,  of  whom  the  following 
are  living:  Mabel,  Lulu,  James,  Jr.,  Walter  S.  and  Helen:  Hugh  C.  and 
Estelle  both  died  when  quite  young.  Three  sisters  and  one  brother  sur¬ 
vive  Mr.  Todd,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Floyd,  of  Bolckow;  Mrs.  H.  C.  Skid¬ 
more,  Mrs.  Elmer  E.  Carver  and  Lewis  C.  Todd,  all  of  Guilford. 

The  death  of  James  Todd  occurred  on  January  31,  1907,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine  years.  He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  about  two  years. 

Mr.  Todd  was  devoted  to  his  family  and  his  home.  Although  he  was 
prominent  in  every  local  movement  and  was  frequently  called  upon  to  take 
an  active  part  in  departures  of  various  kinds,  he  spent  a  great  portion  of  his 
time,  outside  of  his  office  hours,  at  his  own  fireside.  He  devoted  his  en¬ 
tire  time  to  his  newspaper,  which  he  loved  above  everything  else  and  which 
always  commanded  his  first  and  best  efforts.  He  always  tried  to  advocate 
what  he  conceived  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  masses,  believing  in 
the  theory  and  principle  of  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  In 
pohtics  he  was  ever  loval  to  the  Democratic  party,  his  newspaper  having 
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always  been  recognized  as  one  of  the  powers  of  Democracy  in  northwest¬ 
ern  Missouri,  but  Mr.  Todd  was  always  notably  fair  in  his  position  and 
seldom  gave  offense  on  account  of  extreme  partisan  views. 

Mr.  Todd  was  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  fraternally  he  was  a  Mason  and  belonged  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  Fie  filled  most  of  the  offices  in  Nodaway  Lodge,  No.  470. 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  also  held  in  Maryville  Commandery, 
No.  40,  Knights  Templar,  the  offices  of  prelate  and  eminent  commander. 

James  Todd,  Jr.,  who  has  very  ably  and  successfully  conducted  the 
Democrat  since  the  death  of  the  elder  Todd,  was  born  September  9,  1886, 
in  Maryville,  Missouri.  Fie  is  the  oldest  son  of  James  and  Anna  (Curf- 
man)  Todd.  He  grew  to  maturity  here  and  attended  the  local  schools,  en¬ 
tering  the  State  Normal  in  1906,  taking  the  academic  course.  Owing  to 
his  father's  illness  he  left  the  school  room  and  assumed  charge  of  the 
Democrat  office,  and  on  the  death  of  his  father  in  1907  he  assumed  the 
management  and  editorship  of  this  paper  and  has  very  ably  and  success¬ 
fully  filled  this  position,  increasing  its  circulation  and  rendering  it  more 
valuable  as  an  advertising  medium. 

Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  holds  membership 
with  Nodaway  Lodge,  No.  470,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  White 
Cloud  Lodge.  No.  92,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  also  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


WILLIAM  MILES  WALLIS,  M.  D. 

Dr.  William  M.  Wallis,  who  by  the  inherent  force  of  his  own  industry 
and  determination  has  achieved  more  than  ordinary  success  in  his  chosen 
profession,  and  who  is  now  one  of  the  highly  honored  practicing  physi¬ 
cians  of  the  thriving  city  of  Maryville,  justly  demands  recognition  in  the 
annals  of  his  county  and  the  following  sketch  will  present  a  brief  resume  of 
his  career. 

Doctor  Wallis  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Empire  state  of  the  Union, 
having  been  born  in  Genesee  county.  New  York,  on  January  12,  1848.  He 
is  a  son  of  Miles  and  Lavinia  (Tuller)  Wallis,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  March  9,  1810.  in  Steuben  county.  New  York.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
stockraiser  and  when  twenty-one  years  old  he  moved  to  Erie  county,  that 
state.  Four  years  later  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Genesee  countv.  the  same 
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state,  to  which  he  devoted  his  efforts  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  locating  in  Pickering,  where  he  lived,  retired,  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1904.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  while  his 
fraternal  relations  were  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  In 
1838  he  married  Lavina  T uller,  of  Steuben  county,  New  York,  her  death 
occurring  in  1854. 

Dr.  William  M.  Wallis  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  state.  He  then 
attended  the  Genesee  and  Wyoming  Seminary,  at  Alexander,  New  York, 
and  then,  having  determined  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life  work, 
he  matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo, 
where  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years.  He  at  once  located  at  Alabama,  New  York,  but 
after  engaging  in  the  active  practice  there  for  a  few  months,  he  came 
to  Xenia,  Missouri,  and  later  located  in  Pickering,  being  the  first  physician 
to  locate  in  that  place.  He  met  with  success  from  the  start  of  his  practice 
and  for  thirty-three  years  he  remained  in  the  practice  there,  his  field  of 
effort  covering  a  wide  range  of  territory.  In  1903  the  Doctor  came  to 
Maryville,  where  he  immediately  took  rank  among  the  leading  physicians 
of  this  section  of  the  country.  Doctor  Wallis  has  acquired  a  high  reputa¬ 
tion  as  a  diagnostician  and  is  frequently  called  into  consultation  by  his 
professional  brethren  because  of  his  unusual  success  in  this  particular  di¬ 
rection.  In  the  general  practice  he  has  met  with  pronounced  success  and  he 
enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  careful  reader  of  the  best  pro¬ 
fessional  literature  and  keeps  himself  in  touch  with  the  age  in  the  latest 
discoveries  pertaining  to  the  healing  art,  having  also  a  natural  aptitude  for 
close  investigation  and  critical  research,  standing  second  to  none  of  his 
compeers  in  medical  knowledge  and  skill. 

Doctor  Wallis  was  married  on  April  28,  1875,  to  Augusta  H.  Leach, 
of  near  Pickering,  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Jane  Leach,  her  birth  hav¬ 
ing  occurred  on  September  29.  1847.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  three 
children,  Dr.  Frank  C.  and  Dr.  William  M.,  Jr.,  of  Maryville,  and  Helen 
Augusta.  Politically,  Doctor  Wallis  gives  a  stanch  support  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  and  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  though 
his  professional  duties  have  precluded  his  taking  a  very  active  part  in 
affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  while  his  re¬ 
ligious  membership  is  with  the  Christian  church,  to  which  he  gives  a  liberal 
support.  Genial  and  optimistic  in  temperament,  the  Doctor  easily  makes 
acquaintances  and  he  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends,  who 
esteem  him  for  his  high  character  and  genuine  worth. 
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THEODORE  GWIN. 

On  July  21,  1841,  in  Chesterville,  Ohio,  was  born  Theodore  Gwin,  son 
of  John  Gwin  and  wife,  the  former  the  son  of  John  Gwin,  Sr.,  who  came  from 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  name  Gwin  is  of  Welsh  origin,  signify¬ 
ing  “white."  Theodore  Gwin's  mother  died  when  he  was  one  year  old  and  he 
was  reared  by  his  father's  sister  and  her  husband,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Sing- 
erey,  who  gave  him  every  advantage  they  could.  In  June,  1855,  his  aunt 
and  uncle  moved  to  Sauk  county,  Wisconsin,  about  fifty  miles  from  Madison, 
and  brought  Theodore  with  them.  There  he  grew  up  on  a  farm  which  he 
helped  clear.  His  uncle  being  in  poor  health,  a  man's  work  fell  to  Theodore 
much  of  the  time.  On  August  i4,  1862,  young  Theodore  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  Twenty-third  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  fought  for  the 
Union,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge.  Before  enlisting  he  married 
Elizabeth  Kyle,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Eliza  (Henderson)  Kyle.  Hei 
parents  were  from  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  born,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kyle  having  been  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  from  which 
county  also  came  the  paternal  grandparents  of  Theodore  Gwin. 

In  1854  Mr.  Gwin  and  his  wife's  parents  moved  to  Sauk  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  followed  farming.  After  their  marriage  Mrs.  Gwin  lived  part  of 
the  time  with  her  parents  and  part  of  the  time  with  his  uncle  and  aunt,  while 
her  husband  was  absent  in  the  army.  He  was  mustered  into  service  on  August 
30,  1862,  and  sent  to  Cincinnati,  thence  across  into  Kentucky,  down  to  Fal¬ 
mouth,  Lexington,  Nicholasville  and  back  to  Louisville.  November  19,  1862. 
he  went  to  Memphis  bv  boat,  leaving  Memphis  on  December  21st,  and  went 
down  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river,  where  Sherman  tried  to  take  Vicks¬ 
burg  by  way  of  Hayne’s  Bluff,  and  was  under  fire  there,  and  was  in  the 
swamps  part  of  the  time,  north  of  the  beseiged  city,  but  the  army  was  flanked 
and  compelled  to  get  out  on  the  night  of  December  31st.  Going  back  to  the 
Mississippi  river,  they  ascended  the  same  and  on  January  11,  1863,  engaged 
in  the  battle  of  Ft.  Hindman,  or  Arkansas  Post,  which  was  a  hot  fight,  the 
first  one  in  which  Mr.  Gwin’s  company  lost  many  men.  After  that  battle 
they  retired  to  the  Mississippi  river,  camped  near  Vicksburg,  took  part  in 
that  memorable  siege;  Mr.  Gwin  was  at  the  capture  of  the  fort  at  Grand 
Gulf  and  in  the  battle  of  Black  River  Bridge  and  Champion’s  Hill— the  hard¬ 
est  of  the  preliminary  fights  against  Vicksburg.  Mr.  Gwin  was  there  from 
the  investment  of  the  city  from  the  19th  of  May,  1863,  until  after  the  sur¬ 
render,  and  was  not  off  duty  a  single  day,  he  being  one  of  the  first  to  enter 
the  city  after  the  white  flag  went  up.  His  next  move  was  to  New  Orleans, 
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then  to  Texas,  and  a  few  weeks  later  turned  back  to  Brashear  City.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  they  went  on  up  Red  river  and  engaged  in  several  skirmishes, 
Mr.  Gwin  being  unable  to  carry  a  gun  at  that  time  owing  to  an  accidental  in¬ 
jury  received  while  in  Texas,  and  he  was  detailed  as  clerk  at  the  general  head¬ 
quarters.  After  the  battle  of  Sabine  Cross  Roads  he  went  home  on  a  fur¬ 
lough,  returning  to  Wisconsin.  In  May,  1864,  after  a  stay  of  only  two  weeks 
at  home,  he  returned  to  his  regiment,  and  spent  the  following  winter  in  camp 
at  Helena,  Arkansas,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865  he  went  down  the  river  to 
New  Orleans,  thence  to  Mobile  and  took  part  in  the  battle  at  Fort  Blakely 
and  Spanish  Fort.  He  was  mustered  out  July  4.  1865,  at  Mobile  and  the  reg¬ 
iment  started  back  home,  being  finally  discharged  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  the 
last  of  July,  Mr.  Gwin  ranking  as  sergeant,  he  having  been  made  corporal  just 
after  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Gwin  bought  a  small  farm  and  began  work  on 
it.  remaining  on  the  same  ten  years.  He  sold  out  in  1875,  in  March  of  which 
year  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  near  where  Skidmore  now  stands, 
buying  a  farm  three  miles  east  of  that  place,  starting  with  eighty  acres  and 
he  lived  there  until  the  fall  of  1883,  when  he  moved  into  Skidmore,  two  years 
after  the  town  started.  He  afterwards  traded  his  first  farm  for  two  hundred 
acres  north  of  Skidmore  and  lived  there  at  intervals  for  several  years.  When 
he  first  moved  into  Skidmore  he  went  into  business  with  H.  H.  Jov,  general 
merchants,  afterwards  adding  clothing  and  dry  goods.  Part  of  the  time  he 
ran  the  business  alone,  and  sometimes  with  other  partners.  Selling  out  in 
1894,  he  returned  to  the  farm,  on  which  he  remained  five  years,  spending  the 
rest  of  the  time  in  Skidmore. 

Mr.  Gwin  was  a  Democrat  in  belief  before  the  Civil  war,  since  which 
he  has  been  a  Republican,  although  an  independent  thinker,  voting  his  senti¬ 
ments. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gwin,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  Julia  E.  is  the  wife  of  Jonas  F.  Brown,  mentioned  elsewhere 
in  this  work ;  she  lives  two  and  three-quarter  miles  northwest  of  Skidmore, 
and  is  the  mother  of  six  children. 


CURTIS  WRAY. 

Among  the  energetic,  public-spirited  men  of  affairs,  to  whom,  as  much 
perhaps  as  to  any  other  person  in  recent  years,  Nodaway  county  is  in¬ 
debted  for  the  impetus  which  has  added  so  materially  to  its  growth  and 
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prosperity,  the  name  of  Curtis  Wray,  the  well  known  proprietor  and  owner 
of  the  Maryville  Tribune,  should  be  mentioned.  To  him  should  be  ac¬ 
corded  full  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  in  the  field  of  journalism, 
for  he  started  out  in  life  under  none  too  favorable  environment,  but  de¬ 
spite  obstacles,  lack  of  large  inherited  wealth  or  the  assistance  of  influential 
friends,  he  has  steadily  and  surely  fought  his  way  to  the  front,  not  only 
winning  success  in  a  material  way  but  also  gaining  the  confidence  and  es¬ 
teem  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances  who  recognize  him  as  a 
leader  in  the  affairs  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Wray  was  born  in  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  December  9, 
1868,  the  son  of  Stephen  K.  and  Mary  C.  Wray,  an  excellent  old  family,  a 
complete  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  these  pages. 

Mr.  Wray  was  educated  in  the  schools  at  Hopkins  and  early  in  life 
decided  to  enter  the  newspaper  arena,  and,  when  a  mere  lad  learned  the 
printer's  trade  in  the  Journal  office  in  Hopkins.  After  working  success¬ 
fully  at  his  trade  for  about  seven  years  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  he 
returned  to  Hopkins  in  1890  and  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Journal. 
In  the  spring  of  1892  he  started  the  Hopkins  Leader.  In  the  fall  of  1893 
he  moved  the  plant  to  Maryville  and  started  the  Tribune  as  a  weekly. 
Having  been  very  successful  in  this  venture  and  observing  the  need  of  a 
live  daily,  in  1899  he  began  issuing  his  paper  as  a  daily  and  it  has  been 
successfully  continued  ever  since,  having  become  an  important  factor  lo¬ 
cally  and  taking  its  place  among  the  best  news  mediums  of  its  type  in  this 
section  of  the  state,  its  circulation  having  steadily  increased  until  it  is  gen¬ 
erally  recognized  by  the  commercial  world  as  a  valuable  advertising  me¬ 
dium.  A  job  office  is  maintained  in  connection  with  the  plant  and  is  ex¬ 
tensively  patronized,  the  office  throughout  being  well  equipped  and  under 
a  splendid  system. 

Mr.  Wray's  marriage  took  place  on  September  18,  1888,  to  Abbie  Pad- 
dock,  of  Markesan.  Green  Lake  county,  Wisconsin.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Franklin  and  Eliza  Paddock,  her  parents  being  of  English  ancestry.  To 
this  union  three  children  have  been  born,  named  as  follows :  Raymond, 
Helen  and  Gladys,  all  members  of  the  home  circle. 

Mr.  Wray  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  having  attained 
the  thirty-second  degree;  he  is  also  past  chancellor  of  the  Knights  of 
Pvthias,  in  which  order  he  also  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest.  He  belongs 
to  the  Methodist  church  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 
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WESLEY  W.  GLASS. 

Coming  from  that  great  army  of  toilers  who  represent  the  brain  and 
sinew  of  the  land,  and  who,  after  all,  constitute  the  creative  capacity  and  the 
true  manliness  and  worth  of  a  community,  Wesley  W.  Glass,  well  known 
real  estate  dealer  of  Maryville.  Missouri,  stands  today,  by  dint  of  his  own 
endeavor,  a  man  of  honor  and  ability  among  his  fellow-townspeople.  He 
was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  January  4,  1850,  the  son  of  Samuel 
Glass,  who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  state  he  came  to  Illi¬ 
nois  in  1840,  settling  in  Hancock  county  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  traits,  hon¬ 
est,  neighborly  and  a  hard  worker.  This  family  is  of  German  origin  and 
each  member  seems  to  possess  the  characteristic  thrift  of  that  nationality. 

The  mother  of  Wesley  W.  Glass  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Rachael  Marshall,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  having  been  born  in  the  same 
county  as  her  husband,  and  there  they  grew  to  maturity,  were  educated  and 
married,  and  from  there  they  made  the  long  overland  journey  through  moun¬ 
tain  defile  and  over  treacherous  swamps,  in  a  wagon  to  Illinois  and  began 
.  life  anew  amid  new  conditions.  Mrs.  Samuel  Glass  died  in  August,  1879, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  In  their  family  were  seven  children,  named 
as  follows:  Robert  M..  born  in  Pennsylvania,  is  deceased:  James  M.,  also 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  is  also  deceased ;  George  W.  died  at  Young's  Point, 
Louisiana,  in  1861.  while  in  the  army:  John  M.  died  in  young  manhood; 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  McKay  lives  at  LeHarp,  Illinois:  Wesley  W.,  of  this  review; 
S.  F.  lives  at  Ontario’,  California. 

Wesley  W.  Glass  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  began  work  in  the  fields  when  but  a  mere  boy  and  attended  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  in  his  neighborhood,  later  attending  high  school  and  college  at 
Carthage,  Illinois,  the  county  seat  of  Hancock  county.  He  received  very 
serviceable  education  and  taught  school  during  the  winter  months  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  farming  in  the  summer,  remaining  at  home  until  he  was  thirty  years 
old.  Although  meeting  with  success  as  a  teacher,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising  at  Burnsides,  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  at  which  place  he  was 
also  postmaster,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  two  years.  Abandoning  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business,  he  returned  to  the  farm  and  continued  there  until  1883,  when 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  buying  a  farm  ten  miles 
southeast  of  Maryville.  There  he  lived  for  twenty  years,  then  sold  that  place 
and  bought  a  farm  two  miles  north  of  Maryville,  where  he  lived  for  two  years, 
then  sold  out  and  moved  into  town.  He  spent  some  time  traveling  in  the 
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west  and  promiscuous  trading  in  Maryville.  In  1903  he  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  with  Austin  L.  Nash,  which,  with  the  exception  of  three 
years,  he  has  continued  to  the  present  time.  He  has  done  his  full  share  in 
building  up  a  very  satisfactory  business,  being  well  informed  as  to  relative 
values  of  property  throughout  the  county  and  conducting  a  business  always 
fair  to  all  parties  concerned. 

Mr.  Glass  married,  on  October  12,  1879,  Hulda  E.  McMillen,  who  was 
born  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  of  an  excellent  family  ;  this  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Milan  C.,  deceased;  Edith  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Arthur  Condon,  who  lives  in  Maryville;  Claude  W.  is  still  a  member 
of  the  home  circle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glass  and  their  children  belong  to  the  Christian  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Glass  is  an  elder,  having  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  this 
office  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  years.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
he  was  at  one  time  collector  of  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  and  he  also  served 
as  school  director. 


NICHOLAS  HELZER. 

The  name  of  Nicholas  Helzer,  proprietor  of  the  “Sunniebright  Farm,” 
one  of  the  choicest  landed  estates  of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  has, 
like  that  of  his  ancestors,  been  above  reproach  and  his  life  blameless,  and  he 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  this  portion  of  the  county  in.  all  matters 
that  tend  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  community,  and  no  better  farmer  or  rep¬ 
resentative  citizen  could  be  found  here. 

Mr.  Helzer  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Clark  county,  Indiana,  August  26, 
1846,  and  he  is  the  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Eiring)  Helzer,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  where  they  grew  to  maturity,  were  educated  and  married  and 
from  which  country  they  came  to  America  about  1826.  Soon  after  they 
settled  in  Clark  county,  Indiana,  where  they  both  lived  until  their  deaths. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Nicholas,  of  this  review, 
was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  He  lived  in  Clark  county,  Indiana,  until  he 
was  twenty-five  years  old,  attended  school  and  received  a  fairly  good  educa¬ 
tion  there.  He  then  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  working  out  the 
first  winter  after  arriving  here.  Then  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  where  he  now  lives,  having  resided  here  continuously.  He  has  erected 
a  fine  home  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  surroundings,  also  put  up  other  build¬ 
ings.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  operations  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
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four  hundred  and  forty-nine  acres,  all  of  which  is  improved  and  which  con¬ 
stitutes  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county. 

On  April  20,  1873,  Mr.  Helzer  married  Mary  M.  Rostock,  in  Oregon, 
Holt  county,  Missouri,  of  which  place  she  was  a  native,  having  been  born 
there  February  12,  1853.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Philip  and  Elizabeth 
(Scweigert)  Rostock,  both  natives  of  Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and 
married.  They  came  to  America  in  1848,  and  they  settled  in  Herkimer 
county,  New  York,  where  they  remained  two  years,  then  came  to  Holt  county, 
Missouri,  in  1851,  and  settled  near  Oregon.  Mr.  Rostock  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  he  followed  this  line  of  work  after  coming  to  Missouri,  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  and  he  and  his  wife  both  died  on  their  farm  near  Oregon, 
Missouri.  Of  a  family  of  nine  children,  Mrs.  Helzer  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in  Holt  county. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helzer  are  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  Lulu;  Arthur  E. ;  Grace,  the  wife  of  J.  D.  McNeal,  of 
Hughes  township;  Frank  E.,  Mabel,  Carl  E.,  Myrtle  B.,  and  Clifford  W. ; 
three  of  the  deceased  children  died  in  infancy,  and  Carrie,  who  was  the  wife 
of  O.  M.  Tarrants,  died  in  Modale,  Iowa,  March  5,  1908,  in  her  thirty -third 
year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Helzer  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Helzer  has  held  several  of  the  most  important  offices,  and  of  which 
he  is  a  pillar  and  a  liberal  supporter.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he 
takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  progress  of  his  county. 


JOHN  FREDERICK  BARBER. 

Descended  from  honored  pioneer  ancestry  and  carrying  forward  in  a 
practical  and  successful  manner  the  work  so  thoroughly  inaugurated  by  his 
predecessors,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  entitled  to  specific  mention  in  a 
work  purporting  to  deal  with  the  representative  citizens  of  Nodaway  county. 
Mr.  Barber  was  born  September  4,  1878,  at  Burr  Oak  Grove,  in  Monroe 
township,  this  county,  and  is  a  son  of  Alfred  Charles  and  Ann  (Costen) 
Barber,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  therefore  no 
further  mention  of  them  will  be  made  here.  John  F.  Barber  spent  his 
boyhood  years  on  the  home  farm  and  secured  a  good  practical  education 
in  the  public  schools.  When  seventeen  years  old  he  accompanied  the 
family  on  their  removal  to  Colorado,  and  on  their  return  to  this  county 
he  also  came  and  bought  a  farm  in  the  neighborhood  from  which  they  had 
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moved.  In  1903  the  subject  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides  and 
which  is  located  in  the  south  part  of  section  13,  in  southwestern  Monroe 
township.  Here  he  has  diligently  applied  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  this 
tract  and  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded  with  a  due  meed  of  success.  He 
has  made  many  permanent  and  substantial  improvements,  and  today  the 
place  is  numbered  among  the  attractive  farmsteads  of  Xodaway  county. 
Mr.  Barber  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country  and 
also  devotes  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  which  also  has 
proven  a  source  of  considerable  revenue.  He  is  up-to-date  in  his  methods, 
his  progressive  spirit  leading  him  to  adopt  new  methods  when  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  their  practicability  has  been  demonstrated  by  experience.  He  is  am¬ 
bitious  and  is  a  steady  and  persistent  worker,  his  greatest  desire  being  to 
make  a  comfortable  home  for  his  family  and  to  retain  in  the  neighborhood 
the  good  opinion  of  his  neighbors — a  good  will  which  he  has  won  by  a  cor¬ 
rect  life  and  industrious  habits. 

On  May  30,  1909,  Mr.  Barber  married  Myrtie  Evonia  Mast,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Adelene  Mast,  pioneers  of  Nodaway  county  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Barber  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  the  work  of  which  he  takes  an 
appreciative  interest.  Every  movement  which  promises  to  benefit  the  com¬ 
munity,  morally,  educationally,  socially  or  materially,  finds  in  him  an  earnest 
supporter  and  he  is  numbered  among  the  stanch  and  influential  citizens  of 
Monroe  township. 


AUSTIN  F.  NASH. 

Among  those  men  who  by  their  industry  and  business  activity  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  their  own  advancement  and  that  of  Nodaway  county  as  well,  Aus¬ 
tin  F.  Nash  is  deserving  of  mention,  being  a  man  of  forceful  individuality 
and  such  foresight  as  to  take  advantage  of  opportunities  which  presented 
themselves,  and  he  has  conducted  his  business  affairs  very  successfully. 

Mr.  Nash  was  born  near  Hopkins,  this  county,  November  5,  1858,  the 
son  of  George  W.  Nash,  a  native  of  Madison  county,  Indiana,  having  been 
born  there  on  December  11,  1823,  and  there  grew  to  maturity  when  the 
country  was  yet  new,  and  there  he  received  a  limited  education  in  the  pioneer 
schools.  In  1842  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  with  his  parents, 
Samuel  C.  and  Nancy  Nash,  who  settled  near  Pickering,  then  called  Xenia, 
the  parents  spending  the  rest  of  their  lives  on  a  farm  there.  Samuel  C.  Nash 
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was  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1876,  at  the  home 
of  his  son  in  this  county,  with  whom  he  spent  his  last  days.  With  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  George  W.  Nash  spent 
his  life  from  1842  in  Nodaway  county,  devoting  his  attention  exclusively  to 
farming.  This  country  was  in  a  very  primitive  condition  when  he  first  came 
here,  sparsely  settled  and  uncultivated,  the  nearest  mill  being  at  St.  Joseph, 
but  this  old  pioneer  courted  rather  than  shunned  hardships  and  dangers  and 
was  successful  in  his  work.  His  death  occurred  on  December  6,  1906,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  He  always  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
his  county  and  held  many  minor  political  offices.  He  and  his  brother  helped 
roof  the  first  court  house  of  Nodaway  county.  He  was  especially  interested 
in  the  schools  of  his  community  and  he  was  a  devoted  churchman,  a  kind,  hon¬ 
est,  generous  man  whom  everybody  admired.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Fourth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  famous  march  to  the  sea. 

Paryzetta  Pistole  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Austin  L.  Nash. 
She  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  her  parents  having  moved  from  that  state  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  an  early  day,  locating  on  a  farm  near  the  Nash 
place.  She  was  a  good  woman  and  faithful  in  her  home  and  church  duties, 
and  her  death  occurred  about  sixteen  years  ago. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  W.  Nash,  named  as 
follows:  Martha  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Elvina  P.  is  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Boyer, 
of  Warrensburg,  Missouri ;  William  T.  is  deceased  :  John  H.  lives  in  Sheridan, 
Missouri;  Austin  L.,  of  this  review;  Timothy  G.,  of  Pickering,  Nodaway 
county;  Nora  B.  and  Alta  are  deceased. 

Austin  L.  Nash  lived  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born  until  1902  when  he 
came  to  Maryville.  He  began  assisting  with  the  common  duties  about  the 
home  place  when  but  a  mere  boy,  attending  the  county  schools  during  the 
winter  months.  Although  a  good  farmer,  he  early  gave  evidences  of  a  busi¬ 
ness  tendency  and  in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  record  in  business 
circles  he  sought  the  thriving  county  seat  and  launched  in  the  real  estate 
business,  which  he  still  continues  with  W.  W.  Glass.  They  have  been  very 
successful  in  this  venture  and  enjoy  a  very  liberal  patronage. 

Mr.  Nash  married,  on  November  5,  1884,  to  Eliza  B.  Dickson,  of  Illinois, 
her  home  having  been  near  Monmouth  where  her  people  were  well  estab¬ 
lished.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  son,  Joseph  B.,  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nash  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  and  fraternally 
Mr.  Nash  is  a  Mason  and  a  Democrat  in  politics. 
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THEODORE  L.  GOFF. 

The  history  of  Nodaway  county  is  not  an  old  one.  It  is  the  record  of  the 
steady  growth  of  a  community  planted  on  the  wild  prairies  and  along  the 
wooded  streams  some  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago  and  has  reached  its 
magnitude  of  today  without  other  aids  than  those  of  industry.  The  people 
who  redeemed  it  from  the  primeval  wilds  were  strong-armed,  hardy  sons  of 
the  soil  who  hesitated  at  no  difficulty  and  for  whom  hardships  had  little  to 
appall.  The  early  pioneers,  having  blazed  the  path  of  civilization  to  this 
part  of  the  state,  finished  their  labors  and  passed  from  the  scene,  leaving  the 
country  to  the  possession  of  their  descendants  and  to  others  who  came  at 
a  later  period  and  budded  on  the  foundation  which  they  laid  so  broad  and 
deep.  Among  the  latter  class  is  the  prominent  farmer  and  enterprising  citizen, 
Theodore  L.  Goff,  of  Hughes  township.  While  his  arrival  was  not  as  early 
as  some,  yet  he  came  in  the  formative  period  and  has  done  much  to  develop 
and  advertise  to  the  world  the  wonderful  resources  of  a  county  that  now  occu¬ 
pies  a  proud  position  among  the  most  progressive  and  enlightened  sections  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  Goff  was  born  in  Menard  county,  Illinois,  November  21,  1847,  the 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Westfall)  Goff,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky 
and  the  latter  of  New  York;  the  mother  died  in  Menard  county,  Illinois,  sur¬ 
vived  by  her  husband,  a' man  who  is  highly  respected  in  his  advanced  age  for 
his  past  life  of  industry,  and  honesty.  To  these  parents  eight  children  were 
born,  of  whom  Theodore  L.  was  the  oldest.  Growing  to  maturity  in  his  na¬ 
tive  community,  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  there,  working  on 
his  father's  farm  in  the  meantime  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age.  In 
the  year  1872  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  located  in  White 
Cloud  township,  where  he  lived  for  three  years  until  he  bought  forty  acres 
of  land  there.  He  continued  to  make  that  vicinity  his  home  until  June  30, 
1890,  when  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives  in  Hughes  township, 
one  of  the  best  kept  and  best  known  in  this  part  of  the  county,  designated  as 
the  “Evergreen  Stock  Farm."  He  owns  an  aggregate  of  five  hundred  acres, 
also,  in  Hughes  and  White  Cloud  townships.  His  life  has  been  devoted  to 
farming  and  stock  raising  with  the  most  satisfactory  results;  he  is  a  good 
manager,  making  few  mistakes  in  his  transactions  and  his  plans  in  present  and 
future  deals  and  the  large  success  that  is  today  his  is  well  merited.  He 
handles  large  numbers  of  fine  livestock. 

On  August  t,  1875,  while  living  in  White  Cloud  township,  Mr.  Goff  was 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


657 


married  to  Eliza  Irick,  who  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Irick.  who  was  an  old  settler  in  White  Cloud  township  and  widely  known 
there.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goff  two  sons  have  been  born,  Frederick  William 
and  Emmet  E.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goff  took  a  little  girl,  Susie  Ryan,  at  the  age 
of  eight  years  and  raised  her  as  if  she  was  their  daughter.  She  is  now  an 
accomplished  young  lady  of  twenty  years,  and  is  accorded  the  same  attention 
and  consideration  as  if  she  was  their  own  child. 

Mr.  Goff  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and.  while  he  takes  much  interest  in 
local  affairs,  has  not  found  time  to  strive  for  public  office  and  apparently  has 
little  taste  in  that  direction;  however,  he  has  served  as  school  director.  In 
his  church  relations  he  is  a  member  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  church.  His  beautiful,  modern  home  is  known  as  a  place  of  hospital¬ 
ity  and  here  the  many  friends  of  the  family  often  gather.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goff 
finding  great  pleasure  as  hosts. 


BENJAMIN  L.  HOLT. 

One  of  the  sterling  pioneer's  of  northwestern  Missouri  is  Benjamin  L. 
Holt,  known  familiarly  as  “I  ogan"  Holt,  who  is  eminently  deserving  of  men¬ 
tion  in  a  compilation  as  is  the  nature  of  this  one.  owing  to  the  fact  that  his 
has  been  an  active  life,  fruitful  of  good  results  and  among  his  friends  and 
acquaintances  he  has  ever  held  an  honored  position,  for  his  life  has  been  led 
along  conservative  lines,  resulting  in  nothing  of  which  anyone  might  be 
ashamed,  but  on  the  contrary,  now  that  the  twilight  of  age  is  upon  him  he  can 
take  a  glance  down  the  chequered  vista  of  the  past  years  and  feel  that  he  has 
done  his  full  duty  in  the  struggle  of  life  and  that  much  uood  has  been  ac- 
complished  by  his  efforts  along  various  lines. 

Mr.  Holt,  now  living  in  retirement  in  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  was 
born  in  Orange  county.  North  Carolina.  August  5.  1832.  His  father,  Jere¬ 
miah  Holt,  was  also  a  native  of  the  same  county  in  the  old  Tar  state,  men¬ 
tioned  above.  The  elder  Holt  was  a  farmer  and  moved  to  Clay  county.  Mis¬ 
souri.  in  1837  where  be  lived  until  his  death,  in  March,  1897.  He  was  a  man 
who  braved  dangers  with  little  thought  of  his  own  ease  if  thereby  he  could  be 
of  service  to  his  family  or  neighbors.  This  same  trait  was  also  manifested 
in  the  character  of  his  father.  William  Holt,  also  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
who  made  the  long  overland  journey  to  Clay  county.  Missouri,  in  1839.  He, 
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too.  was  a  farmer,  and  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  also  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war,  being  a  captain  in  the  former.  He  was  always  ready  to 
serve  his  country  in  hours  of  peril.  His  father  and  Benjamin  L.  Holt's 
great-grandfather,  named  Jeremiah  Holt,  a  North  Carolinian,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Guilford's  Court 
House,  North  Carolina. 

Grandfather  Holt  married  Elizabeth  Rainey,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children,  five  boys  and  three  girls,  the  father  of  Benjamin  L.  Holt,  of  this  re¬ 
view,  being  the  oldest  in  order  of  birth.  The  mother  of  Benjamin  L.  Holt 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Rachael  Troxler,  who  was  born  in  Orange 
county,  North  Carolina,  and  she  died  in  about  1903  at  a  ripe  old  age.  having 
been  a  faithful  companion  to  a  hard  working  man.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them,  namely:  Benjamin  L.,  of  this  review:  Alexander  lives  in  southwest¬ 
ern  Missouri;  Mrs.  Eliza  Pryor  lives  at  Holt,  Missouri;  Mrs.  Isabelle  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  of  Topeka.  Kansas;  William  lives  in  Oklahoma:  Adeline  lives  in  Holt. 
Missouri. 

Benjamin  L.  Holt  came  to  Clay  county,  Missouri,  in  1837.  when  he 
was  only  five  years  old,  and  there  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then  took  up  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which 
he  followed  successfully  for  a  few  years,  during  which  time  he  invested  every 
dollar  he  could  save  in  Nodaway  county  land :  thus  he  soon  had  a  good  start, 
for  he  was  always  a  hard  worker  and  economical.  In  1857  he  and  his  brother 
entered  four  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  in  Nod¬ 
away  county.  President  Buchanan  signing  the  patent  papers.  He  still  owns  his 
one-half  of  this  land,  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  is  located  in  Green 
township,  nine  miles  from  Maryville,  and  which  he  has  improved  and  culti¬ 
vated  until  it  ranks  with  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  and  which  yielded 
him  abundant  harvests  for  the  labor  expended  on  it  for  many  years.  At  the 
time  they  procured  the  land  there  were  only  a  few  scattered  settlements  in 
this  locality  and  there  are  only  a  few  men  here  at  present  who  lived  here  then — 
thus  Mr.  Holt  has  lived  to  see  and  to  participate  jn  the  great  development  of 
the  county.  Although  very  busily  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  Mr.  Holt 
also  devoted  considerable  time  to  carpentering  for  many  years,  and  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county  there  stand  today  many  substantial  buildings  as 
monuments  to  his  handicraft.  He  moved  to  Maryville  in  1880. 

Mr.  Holt  was  married  first  on  November  18,  1857,  to  Elizabeth  Logan. 
She  died  twenty -five  years  ago.  leaving  one  child.  Dollie.  the  wife  of  William 
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Davenport,  of  Maryville.  On  November  18,  1881,  Mr.  Holt  was  married 
to  Sarah  Jackson,  who  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of 
John  and  Harriet  (Dunn)  Jackson,  who  came  to  Platt  county,  Missouri,  1844. 
removing  to  Nodaway  county  one  year  later.  This  union  has  been  without 
issue. 

Mr.  Holt  very  capably  served  as  school  director  in  Green  township,  but 
he  never  aspired  to  political  offices,  being  content  to  lead  a  quiet  life.  He 
takes  much  interest  in  his  little  granddaughter,  Edna  Holt  Davenport,  the 
only  child  of  his  daughter  Dollie.  He  is  a  man  vffio  delights  in  entertaining 
his  friends  in  old-time  hospitable  style  and  it  is  indeed  interestng  to  hear  him 
recall  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  in  Nodaway  county.  He  has  hosts  of 
friends  throughout  the  county. 


WILLIAM  R.  TILSON. 

One  of  the  most  popular  men  in  Nodaway  county  is  William  R.  Tilson, 
the  efficient  and  fearless  sheriff  whom  the  people  selected  for  that  office  by  a 
large  and  overwhelming  vote,  and  owing  to  his  fidelity  to  duty,  his  public 
spirit  and  his  unquestioned  integrity  he  is  proving  to  be  one  of  the  best  officials 
the  county  has  ever  had  in  any  capacity,  according  to  many  of  his  constitu¬ 
ents. 

Mr.  Tilson  was  born  at  Rosendale,  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  January 
2.  1867,  being  the  representative  of  a  remarkable  family  of  fourteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing.  His  father,  Capt.  W.  H.  Tilson, 
who  resides  in  Rosendale,  Missouri,  is  a  native  of  Kentucky.  The  latter’s 
father,  Stephen  Tilson,  moved  to  Indiana  when  W.  H.  Tilson  was  a  small 
child,  later  moving  to  Missouri,  reaching  the  latter  state  when  the  future  cap¬ 
tain  was  only  twelve  years  old.  The  father  took  up  the  noblest  of  all  callings, 
agriculture,  and  followed  the  same  successfully  up  to  a  few  years  ago  when  he 
went  into  well-earned  retirement.  During  the  great  civil  conflict  he  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  Company  B,  Fifty-first  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
distinguished  himself  on  the  field.  Captain  Tilson  was  born  in  August,  1839. 
He  is  a  man  of  powerful  and  splendid  physique,  who  delights  in  leading  such 
a  life  and  thinking  such  wholesome  thoughts  as  to  keep  young.  Lie  married 
Emeline  Dobbs,  who  was  born  in  Franklin  county.  Indiana.  September.  1841, 
who  is  still  his  companion.  They  are  the  parents  of  the  following  named 
children,  given  here  in  order  of  birth;  John  L.  and  Alice  (twins)  :  Isabelle  is 
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the  wife  of  William  A.  Burks,  of  Pickering,  Missouri ;  William  R.,  of  this 
review ;  Rose  E.  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Pettegrew,  of  Barnard,  Nodaway  county; 
Charles,  deceased;  James  A.  is  a  transfer  mail  clerk  at  the  Union  station,  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri ;  Susan  is  deceased;  Florence  is  the  wife  of  L.  L.  Marklev,  a 
bookkeeper  in  St.  Joseph;  Edward  G.,  of  Fairfax,  Missouri ;  Francis  A.  is  the 
wife  of  W.  M.  Turner,  of  Barnard,  Missouri;  Roscoe  R.  lives  at  Glasgow, 
Montana;  Loren  L.,  of  St.  Joseph ;  Lester  A.  also  lives  in  St.  Joseph. 

William  R.  Tilson  was  born  on  the  parental  farm,  where  he  spent  his 
boyhood  and  young  manhood,  assisting  with  the  general  duties  of  the  farm, 
accompanying  the  family  to  Nodaway  county  when  fourteen  years  of  age. 
They  located  near  Barnard  and  here  William  R.  lived  until  the  year  1901.  at 
which  time  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  Barnard,  continuing  in  the 
same  for  eighteen  months.  In  June,  1903,  he  removed  to  Maryville  and  here 
he  engaged  in  the  livery  business  until  his  barn  was  burned  six  years  ago.  In 
November,  1907,  he  and  his  brother,  J.  L.  Tilson,  engaged  in  the  livery  busi¬ 
ness  which  was  continued  until  April  1,  1909.  William  R.  also  assumed  the 
duties  of  deputy  sheriff  on  coming  to  Maryville  under  James  L.  Enis,  serving 
until  Mr.  Enis'  term  expired  and  then  he  was  selected  as  deputy  by  the  succeed¬ 
ing  sheriff,  George  L.  Evans,  with  whom  he  continued  throughout  the  four- 
years  term,  making  a  service  of  five  and  one-half  years  as  deputy  sheriff.  At 
the  primary  election  of  the  Republican  party  in  1908  he  was  chosen  as  its 
candidate  for  sheriff,  defeating  his  opponent  by  an  overwhelming  majority, 
being  elected  at  the  ensuing  fall  election  by  the  decisive  majority  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-seven  votes,  although  his  party  state  ticket  was  defeated.  This 
is  certainly  sufficient  evidence  of  his  high  standing  in  this  county.  He  as¬ 
sumed  the  duties  of  his  office  on  January  1,  1909,  for  a  term  of  four  years. 
Fortified  with  an  experience  of  over  five  years  as  deputy  sheriff,  he  took  his 
office  with  a  real  knowledge  of  the  official  routine  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that 
he  has  given  the  people  an  able  and  fearless  administration.  He  is  a  man  of 
frank  demeanor,  straightforward  in  business,  genteel  to  strangers,  and  de¬ 
servedly  popular  among  all  classes.  Mr.  Tilson  had  previously  served  the 
public  in  various  minor  capacities,  first  as  city  marshal  of  Barnard,  then  as 
school  director,  assessor  and  clerk,  and  road  boss  of  Grant  township,  also  two 
years  as  constable  of  Union  township. 

Mr.  Tilson  was  married  on  April  11,  1894,  to  Nancy  E.  Hager,  daughter 
of  Jeremiah  Hager,  of  Springfield,  Missouri ;  however,  she  was  born  at  Sweet 
Home,  Nodaway  county.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  the 
register  of  whose  births  is  here  given:  Mamie  E.,  born  November  25.  1895; 
Harry  R..  born  April  4,  1897 ;  Lawrence  L.,  born  November  4,  1899. 
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Mr.  Tilson  is  a  member  of  the  Masons.  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern 
W  oodmen  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  all  of  which 
he  stands  high  and  in  which  he  takes  an  abiding  interest.  Mrs.  Tilson  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church. 


GEORGE  W.  NULL. 

From  an  excellent  old  family  of  the  Buckeye  state  is  descended  George 
W.  Null,  one  of  Nodaway  county’s  honored  citizens  who,  after  a  long  and 
very  busy  life  which  has  been  attended  by  a  reasonable  measure  of  success  and 
happiness,  is  now  living  retired  in  his  cozy  home  at  Maryville.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  September  17,  1841.  His  father,  also  named 
George  W.  Null,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  Gallia  county, 
that  state,  when  his  son,  George  W.,  Jr.,  was  only  nine  days  old.  The  Null 
family  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio,  Grandfather  William  Null,  emigrat¬ 
ing  to  the  Buckeye  state  at  an  early  date  and  began  farming  amid  the  wilder¬ 
ness  of  the  early  days.  Helen  Wiseman,  mother  of  George  W.  Null,  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  to  which  state  her  parents  came  from  Virginia.  After  the  death 
of  her  first  husband,  Mr.  Null,  she  married  Thomas  Kelly,  a  native  of  the 
Isle  of  Man,  England,  and  the  family  removed  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
in  1852,  the  mother  dying  near  Pickering,  this  county,  in  May,  1865.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  W.  Null,  Sr.,  three  children  were  born.  Allen,  the  eldest, 
died  in  childhood  and  David  died  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
George  W.,  of  this  review,  being  the  only  survivor.  Seven  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  Null's  mother  by  her  last  marriage,  namely  :  J.  W.  Kelly  lives  in  Cali¬ 
fornia ;  Margaret  lives  in  the  Black  Hills,  South  Dakota;  Samuel  was  killed  in 
1864  by  the  Indians;  Lewis  lives  in  Oklahoma;  Henry  and  Newton  (twins) 
live  at  Pickering,  this  county;  Buren  lives  in  San  Francisco;  Oliver  died  in 
childhood. 

George  W.  Null,  of  this  review,  was  born  on  the  parental  farm  in*  Ohio 
and  lived  there  during  his  boyhood,  attending  school  a  short  time.  In  1852, 
when  he  was  eleven  years  old,  the  family  removed  to  Missouri,  the  step-father, 
Mr.  Kelly,  coming  here  in  the  spring  of  that  year  and  buying  land,  the  family 
following  in  the  fall,  locating  in  Polk  township,  eight  miles  northeast  of  Mary¬ 
ville  in  the  settlement  now  known  as  Myrtle  Tree.  In  that  neighborhood  Mr. 
Null  lived  until  six  years  ago  when  he  removed  to  Maryville,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  years  spent  in  Kansas. 
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July  17,  1861,  Mr.  Null  proved  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Company  I, 
First  Nebraska  Infantry  (afterwards  cavalry),  and  he  served  very  creditably 
through  all  the  trying  campaigns  and  battles  of  this  regiment  for  four  and 
one-half  years,  being  honorably  discharged  January  11,  1866.  He  was  on 
the  firing  line  all  the  time  at  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh,  siege  of  Corinth  and  other 
notable  engagements.  His  record  in  the  war  is  best  told  by  the  following 
letter  from  his  colonel  written  at  the  close  of  hostilities : 

“Headquarters,  East  Sub-District  of  the  Plains,  Ft.  Kearney,  Neb., 

“July  10,  1865. 

“My  Dear  George : 

“Through  four  long  years  of  arduous  service  in  office  and  in  field,  con¬ 
fronting  the  enemy,  you  have  been  constantly  near  me  as  orderly  or  clerk,  and 
now  that  I  am  about  severing  the  old  ties  that  bound  us  in  one  family  and  re¬ 
turn  to  civil  life,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bear  witness  to  the  excellency  of  your 
conduct.  Stern  and  severe  as  my  reputation  has  been  among  soldiers,  I  have 
never  had  occasion  to  utter  a  disapproving  word  to  you.  Ever  found  ready 
and  willing  at  all  times  of  the  day  and  night  to  do  your  duty,  your  conduct  has 
been  such  to  merit  my  heartiest  approbation. 

“I  trust,  George,  that  in  your  future  life  the  same  straightforward  course 
may  win  your  way  to  wealth  and  happiness  and  that  God  may  guard  you  and 
yours  from  all  harm  and  bless  you  with  continued  health. 

“I  am,  George,  your  friend  and  old  colonel, 

“R.  R.  Livingston. 

“George  Null,  First  Nebraska  Cavalry.’’ 

Mr.  Null  was  in  the  South  during  the  first  part  of  the  war,  and  he 
guarded  states  on  the  plains  during  the  last  part  of  the  conflict.  He  was 
orderly  and  clerk,  as  the  above  letter  would  indicate. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Null  returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought  a  farm, 
taking*up  the  peaceful  duties  of  farmer.  July  27,  1864,  he  married  Lydia 
Ware,  daughter  of  Jehu  and  Mary  (Terhune)  Ware.  She  was  born  in  An¬ 
drew  county,  Missouri.  August  10,  1845.  Her  father  was  born  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  but  was  reared  in  Ohio,  devoting  his  life  to  farming;  his  death  occurred 
in  1891.  Mrs.  Null's  mother  was  born  in  Henry  county,  Indiana,  and  came 
to  Missouri  with  her  parents  in  1840,  settling  in  Andrew  county,  first  coming 
to  Nodaway  county  in  1849.  Her  mother  died  in  1901  at  an  advanced  age. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Null  have  the  following  interesting  family  of  children  and 
grandchildren  :  Mary  H.  married  J.  L.  Partridge,  lives  near  Myrtle  Tree.  Nod¬ 
away  county,  and  has  two  children,  Myra  and  Dale;  Orland  G.,  rural  mail  car¬ 
rier,  lives  at  Pickering,  this  county,  married  Ona  Fakes,  and  they  are  the  par- 
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ents  of  four  children,  Howard,  Mabel,  Myrtle  and  Gladys;  Laura  married 
Arthur  Wiley,  live  on  the  parental  farm  and  have  six  children,  Edith,  Lewis, 
Lucille,  Cecil,  Mildred  and  Grace  Irene;  Wilbur  F.  lives  at  Cameron,  Missouri, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Wesleyan  College  for  ten  years,  married 
Chloe  Herrick,  no  issue;  Rev.  Charles  W.,  of  Sunnydale,  California,  married 
Mary  Walker,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  they  have  two  children,  Margaret 
and  Marian;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Corken,  Burlington  Junction,  where 
he  is  engaged  as  a  hardware  merchant,  and  has  the  following  children,  Anna, 
Helen  and  Robert ;  Anna  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Ray  Lee,  whom  she  mar¬ 
ried  in  1903,  her  death  occurring  in  February,  1904;  G.  Hubert  lives  eight 
miles  east  of  Maryville,  married  Daisy  Castile,  and  has  one  child,  Fay  Wood- 
son ;  Amy  L.  is  the  wife  of  Prof.  Charles  Oldham,  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Thayer,  Missouri,  and  has  two  children,  Charles  Woodson  and  Mary  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xull  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Po¬ 
litically  the  former  is  a  Republican,  having  cast  his  first  ballot  for  the  Drake 
constitution.  He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  but  he  has  never  cared 
for  political  offices.  He  is  quartermaster  of  Sedgwick  Post,  No.  21,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  having  held  this  office  for  the  past  five  years.  The 
post  gave  him  a  handsome  gold-headed  cane,  engraved  as  follows:  “Sedgwick 
Post.  No.  21.  Department  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  G.  W.  Null,  Quarter¬ 
master  1905-6-7.”  Another  present  which  he  prizes  is  a  watch  given  to  him  in 
recognition  of  his  kindness  in  nursing  and  befriending  a  comrade,  the  watch 
being  thus  inscribed  :  “Presented  to  G.  W.  Null  by  M.  H.  S.  and  J.  J.  Swingle, 
a  friend  and  comrade  of  their  brother,  T.  J.  Swingle,  Co.  I,  1st  Neb.” 

In  1903,  Mr.  Null  was  appointed  by  the  county  court  a  special  commis¬ 
sioner  to  prepare  an  exhibit  of  the  Nodaway  county  products  at  the  St.  Louis 
World’s  Fair,  and  the  county  received  a  silver  medal  for  its  exhibit  of  apples 
and  other  products.  Nine  other  individual  prizes  were  also  awarded  to  citi¬ 
zens  here  whose  exhibits  Mr.  Null  had  been  instrumental  in  selecting. 

Neither  Mr.  Null  nor  any  of  his  large  family  have  ever  used  tobacco  or 
whisky  in  any  form,  and  each  member  bears  an  unblemished  reputation  in  the 
community  where  he  is  located. 


KEERAN  CHRISTOPHER  CUMMINS,  M.  D. 

A  man  who  has  long  held  distinctive  prestige  in  a  calling  which  re¬ 
quires  for  its  basis  sound  mentality  and  intellectual  discipline  of  a  high 
order,  supplemented  by  the  rigid  professional  training  and  thorough  mastery 
of  technical  knowledge  with  the  skill  to  apply  the  same,  without  which  one 
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can  not  hope  to  rise  above  mediocrity  in  ministering  to  human  ills,  is  Dr. 
Keeran  Christopher  Cummins,  of  Maryville,  Nodaway  county.  In  his 
chosen  field  of  endeavor,  Doctor  Cummins  has  achieved  success  such  as 
few  attain  and  his  present  eminent  standing  among  the  leading  medical  men 
of  northern  Missouri  is  duly  recognized  and  appreciated  not  only  in  his 
city  and  county,  but  also  in  remote  localities  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
In  addition  to  his  eminently  creditable  career  in  one  of  the  most  exacting 
of  professions,  he  has  also  proven  an  honorable  member  of  the  body  politic  ; 
rising  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public,  he  has  filled  worthily  im¬ 
portant  trusts,  and  in  every  relation  of  life  has  never  fallen  below  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  true  manhood  nor  in  any  way  resorted  to  methods  and  wiles  that 
invite  criticism  or  censure. 

Doctor  Cummins  was  born  June  1,  1867,  in  Mason  county,  Illinois. 
He  is  a  scion  of  an  old  and  highly  honored  family,  being  the  son  of  Chris¬ 
topher  and  Mary  (McKinney)  Cummins.  The  father  was  born  in  county 
Dublin,  Ireland,  December  20,  1833,  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  Cum¬ 
mins.  John  was  a  farmer  and  died  in  Ireland,  October,  1839.  Mrs.  Cum¬ 
mins  and  five  small  children  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Clark  county, 
Ohio,  where  the  mother  died  in  i860.  When  twenty-eight  years  of  age. 
Christopher  Cummins  left  Clark  county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Mason  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  farmed  for  five  years.  He  then  went  to  Gentry  county, 
Missouri,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  farmed  there  until 
1903.  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  now  living  retired,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  his  former  years  of  activity.  He  still  owns  valuable  farms  in 
Gentry  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  but  supports  no 
political  party.  On  April  22,  i860,  he  married  Mary  Ellen  McKinney,  who 
was  born  in  county  Kings,  Ireland,  June  19,  1838,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Catherine  (Quinnin)  McKinney.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  and  con¬ 
tractor  in  Ireland.  Mrs.  McKinney  died  in  Ireland  in  1847,  and  in  1853 
Mr.  McKinney  and  five  children  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Clark 
county,  Ohio,  on  a  farm.  There  the  father  died  in  1892. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christopher  Cummins  eight  children  were  born, 
namely:  Catherine,  wife  of  N.  Y.  Jameson,  of  Stanberry,  Missouri;  John 
A.,  of  Gentry  county,  Missouri;  Thomas  A.  is  an  attorney  at  Maryville: 
Dr.  Keeran  C.,  of  this  review;  Rosa  is  the  wife  of  I.  N.  Gartin,  of  Gentry 
county;  Francis  P.  is  a  Catholic  priest  living  in  Brookfield.  Missouri;  Mar¬ 
garet  M.  is  the  wife  of  T.  Costello,  of  Maryville;  James  B.  lives  in  Houston, 
Texas. 
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Doctor  Cummins,  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  attended 
the  country  schools,  also  the  Christian  Brothers  College  at  St.  Joseph,  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  H.  McCaslin,  at  King  City,  Gentry 
county,  Missouri.  He  attended  the  Kentucky  Medical  School  at  Louisville. 
He  graduated  with  high  honors  from  the  Northwestern  Medical  College 
at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  in  February,  1892.  He  began  practicing  at  Darling¬ 
ton,  later  King  City,  Missouri,  in  1902  he  came  to  Maryville  and  has 
since  enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  which  is  constantly  growing, 
taking  rank  at  once  among  the  leading  representatives  of  this  profession. 
He  has  a  beautiful  and  modern  home  on  Buchanan  street  and  he  is  one  of 
Maryville’s  most  representative  citizens. 

The  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  politically  and  he  takes  more  or  less  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  his  township  and  county.  For  three  years  he 
served  faithfully  as  county  physician  and  health  officer  of  Nodaway  county. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Catholic  Foresters,  the  Yeomen,  and 
he  is  medical  examiner  for  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  belongs  to  the 
Catholic  church. 

Doctor  Cummins  was  married  on  June  19,  1893,  to  Mary  M.  Lynch, 
a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  She  is  a  native  of  Gentry  county  and 
the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Berry)  Lynch,  early  pioneers  of 
Gentry  county  and  natives  of  Ireland ;  they  are  both  living  at  this  writing. 
Mrs.  Cummins  was  born  on  December  15,  1872. 

The  Doctor  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Eugene,  Francis 
E.  and  Lucille  E.,  all  attending  local  schools. 


GEORGE  ANDREW  HARTMAN. 

The  history  of  the  loyal  sons  and  representative  citizens  of  Nodaway 
county  would  not  be  complete  should  the  name  that  heads  this  review  be 
omitted.  When  the  fierce  fire  of  rebellion  was  raging  throughout  the  South¬ 
land,  threatening  to  destroy  the  Union,  he  responded  with  patriotic  fervor 
to  the  call  for  volunteers  and  in  some  of  the  bloodiest  battles  for  which  that 
great  war  was  noted  proved  his  loyalty  to  the  government  he  loved  so 
well.  During  a  useful  life  in  the  region  where  he  lives  he  has  labored  dili¬ 
gently  to  useful  ends  and  is  now  enabled  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rest 
which  he  richly  earned. 
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George  A.  Hartman  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Indiana,  on  July  14. 
1844,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  paternal  farmstead.  In  August, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  I, 
Eighty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  the  three-year  serv¬ 
ice,  the  regiment  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was 
first  under  fire  at  Perryville.  and  was  then  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
where  the  regiment  lost  twenty-five  men  killed.  At  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga.  the  Eighty-first  was  posted  on  the  extreme  right,  where  they  suf¬ 
fered  a  heavy  loss,  four  members  of  Company  I  being  captured  by  the 
enemy.  The  subject  was  then  assigned  to  guard  duty  at  Bridgeport,  Ala¬ 
bama.  and  in  eastern  Tennessee,  where  he  remained  until  May,  1864.  The 
regiment  was  then  ordered  to  take  part  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  taking  part 
in  the  battle  of  Jonesboro  and  the  fall  of  Atlanta.  The  regiment  was 
then  taking  part  in  the  chase  after  General  Hood’s  army,  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  Franklin  and  at  Nashville.  They  pursued  Hood  to  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Alabama,  where  they  remained  until  February,  1865,  when  they  went 
to  Strawberry  Plains,  in  eastern  Tennessee,  and  crossed  to  Asheville,  North 
Carolina,  where  they  took  part  in  the  skirmish  in  which  the  last  man  of  the 
regiment  to  be  injured  during  the  war  received  his  hurt.  The  regiment 
then  went  back  to  Greenville,  Tennessee,  where  they  received  news  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Lee's  surrender!  after  which  they  went  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  where 
they  received  their  honorable  discharge  in  May,  1865,  after  almost  three 
years  of  hard  service.  Mr.  Hartman  bore  his  full  share  of  the  toils,  dangers 
and  privations  of  the  service,  but  was  a  brave  and  valiant  soldier,  achieving 
a  record  of  which  any  man  might  be  proud.  While  in  the  battle  of  Kene- 
saw  Mountain  on  picket  duty,  he  was  struck  and  knocked  down  by  a  falling 
tree  which  had  been  cut  in  two  by  a  Confederate  cannon  ball,  but  he  was 
not  seriously  hurt. 

After  his  return  from  the  army  Mr.  Hartman  resumed  his  studies, 
which  had  been  rudely  interrupted  by  the  war,  and  after  completing  his 
public  school  education  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Clark  county.  He 
was  married  in  1869  and  soon  afterwards  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Nod¬ 
away  county,  Missouri,  where  Mrs.  Hartman's  sister.  Airs.  Lewis  Gever, 
had  come  in  1865.  For  a  year  Mr.  Hartman  operated  rented  land  at 
Graham,  Huehes  township,  and  then  bought  forty  acres  of  land  near  that 
place.  After  operating  this  place  three  years  Mr.  Hartman  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  Graham,  but  in  1874-5  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  White  Cloud  township,  which  he  improved  and  on  which  he  resided  dur- 
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ing  the  following  thirty  years,  or  until'  January,  1906.  To  the  first  pur¬ 
chase.  which  had  cost  him  twelve  hundred  dollars,  he  subsequently  added 
eighty  acres  more,  at  a  cost  of  three  thousand  dollars,  the  same  being  now 
worth  at  least  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre.  Mr.  Hartman  gave  his  un¬ 
divided  attention  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  this  land  and  de¬ 
veloped  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  section  of  the  country.  He 
followed  a  general  line  of  farming  and  stock  raising  and  was  practical  and 
methodical  in  all  his  efforts,  which  were  crowned  with  a  gratifying  measure 
of  success.  Since  1906  he  has  been  living  in  Maryville,  though  he  still 
owns  the  farm  land. 

In  the  spring  of  1869  Mr.  Hartman  was  married  to  Margaret  Ann 
Helzer,  a  native  of  Clark  county,  Indiana,  and  to  them  were  born  nine 
children,  namely :  Christine,  who  remains  at  home,  has  been  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  for  twenty  years,  having  commenced  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years;  Nicholas,  who  is  living  on  the  home  farm;  William, 
who  is  engaged  in  farming  in  White  Cloud  township;  Nellie,  the  wife  of 
A.  C.  Forney,  of  Fall  River  county.  South  Dakota;  Florence  was  formerly 
a  music  teacher  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Vance  Westfall,  of  Maryville; 
Bertha,  who  was  formerly  a  teacher,  married  O.  E.  Miller,  a  farmer  at 
Barnard;  Chester  is  a  railroad  man  in  Montana;  Frances  is  assistant  prin¬ 
cipal  and  teacher  of  mathematics  in  the  high  school  at  Hot  Springs,  South 
Dakota;  Clara  is  a  student  in  the  Normal  School  at  Maryville.  One  child, 
John,  died  in  infancy  and  Amelia  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hartman  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  has  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  though  he  is  not  a  politician  in 
the  ordinary  acceptance  of  the  word.  He  was  a  school  director  in  White 
Cloud  township,  also  in  Hughes  township. 

Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  he 
keeps  alive  his  old  army  associations  through  his  membership  in  Sedgwick 
Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  is  the  present  post  com¬ 
mander.  He  is  also  a  past  commander  of  Reynolds  Post,  at  Graham,  to 
which  he  at  one  time  belonged.  Religiously,  he  and  his  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  the  various  activities  of  which  he 
takes  a  deep  interest.  He  is  an  old-time  class  leader  and  is  one  of  the  strong 
spiritual  men  of  his  church.  His  life  record  has  been  one  of  honor,  his  actions 
having  been  controlled  by  the  highest  ideals  and  correct  motives,  and  be¬ 
cause  of  his  sterling  qualities  of  character  he  has  won  and  retains  the  re¬ 
spect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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JOSEPH  JACKSON. 

Energy,  sound  judgment  and  persistency  of  effort,  properly  applied, 
will  always  win  the  goal  sought  in  the  sphere  of  human  endeavor,  no  mat¬ 
ter  what  the  environment  may  be  or  what  obstacles  are  met  with,  for  they 
who  are  endowed  with  such  characteristics  make  stepping-stones  of  their 
adversities  to  higher  things.  These  reflections  are  suggested  by  the  career 
of  Joseph  Jackson,  who  has  forged  his  way  to  the  front,  unaided  and 
stands  today  among  the  representative  men  of  Nodaway  county,  and  as 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Maryville  he  wields  a  potent  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  financial  circles  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  near  Smithfield,  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Harriet  (Dunn)  Jackson,  an  old 
and  well  established  Ohio  family.  John  Jackson  was  born  October  10, 
1810,  near  Smithfield.  the  son  of  John  and  Rachael  (Orr)  Jackson.  John 
Jackson,  Jr.,  worked  on  a  farm  until  he  came  to  Missouri,  locating  at  New 
Market,  Platte  county,  in  the  spring  of  1843.  the  fall  of  that  year  he 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  buying  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Polk 
township,  and  entered  eighty  acres  from  the  government.  Here  he  im¬ 
proved  a  good  farm  and  lived  until  his  death,  which  occurred  January  27, 
1875,  highly  honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  Nodaway  county’s 
first  treasurer,  having  been  elected  to  that  office  three  times,  serving  six 
years.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  a  Presbyterian.  He  married,  in  1840, 
Harriet  Dunn,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Colvin)  Dunn,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  To  this  union  eight  children  were  born,  three  sons  and  five 
daughters.  The  mother  passed  to  her  rest  on  July  9,  1892  ;  she  was  a 
woman  of  beautiful  attributes  and,  like  her  husband,  enjoyed  a  wide  friend¬ 
ship. 

Joseph  Jackson  was  educated  in  the  Maryville  schools.  In  October, 
1861,  he  joined  Kimble’s  regiment,  as  sergeant  of  Company  F,  for  state 
service,  and  remained  with  the  same  for  six  months  or  until  the  regiment 
disbanded.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Missouri  State 
Militia,  as  second  lieutenant  of  Company  F,  and  in  this  he  served  a  year 
and  six  months.  This  regiment  did  not  see  any  field  service.  After  it  was 
disbanded,  Mr.  Jackson  gave  further  evidence  of  his  patriotism  by  enlist¬ 
ing  on  October  3,  1863,  in  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  volunteer,  as 
first  sergeant  of  Company  F.  This  regiment  was  attached  to  Brigadier- 
General  Hatche’s  brigade  of  General  Wilson’s  cavalry  command,  which 
joined  General  Thomas’  army  at  Gravel  Springs,  Alabama,  as  the  army 
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was  coming  west  from  Atlanta,  Georgia.  After  this  Mr.  Jackson  saw  some 
hard  service  in  campaign  and  battle,  such  as  on  the  bloody  field  of  Franklin, 
Tennessee,  under  General  Schofield,  who  was  at  that  time  in  command  of 
Thomas'  army.  Later  he  met  with  a  severe  accident,  his  right  leg  being 
shot  off  eight  inches  below  the  knee,  during  a  charge  on  a  Confederate 
battery,  at  the  battle  of  Nashville,  on  the  third  day,  near  Spring  Hill.  He 
was  taken  back  to  Franklin  and  placed  in  the  hospital,  which  was  an  old 
church,  in  which  were  men  from  both  armies,  among  the  wounded ;  this 
was  on  December  18,  1864.  On  January  20,  1865,  he  was  removed  and  taken 
to  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  where  he  remained  until  April  4th,  following, 
then  was  sent  to  a  hospital  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  having  been  there  when 
Lincoln  was  assassinated.  Then  he  was  sent  to  St.  Louis.  Besides  his 
wounded  leg,  he  was  also  recovering  from  a  severe  wound  in  the  right 
arm,  received  in  the  same  battle.  But  notwithstanding  these  afflictions  he 
never  regretted  his  service  to  his  country.  Mr.  Jackson  was  mustered  out 
and  honorably  discharged  on  July  2,  1865.  Returning  home,  Mr.  Jackson 
was  appointed  county  clerk  by  the  county  court.  Dr.  B.  G.  Ford,  county 
clerk,  resigning  in  his  favor,  and  at  a  special  election  in  the  fall  of  1865, 
he  was  elected  county  clerk.  He  discharged  his  duties  so  faithfully  that  he 
was  retained  in  this  office  for  a  period  of  thirteen  and  one-half  years.  Turn¬ 
ing  his  attention  to  banking,  in  1873  he  purchased  a  one-third  interest  in 
the  Fisher  &  French  Bank  and  it  was  re-organized  as  Fisher,  Jackson  & 
Company.  In  1877  J.  C.  Terhune  and  Mr.  Jackson  bought  Mr.  Fisher’s 
interest,  and  under  the  subsecjuent  re-organization  it  was  known  as  the 
Farmers  Bank,  with  a  capitalization  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  In  June, 
1884,  this  bank  was  merged  into  the  First  National  Bank,  with  a  capital 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  1886  Mr.  Terhune  sold  his  interest 
to  some  St.  Joseph  bankers,  and  in  1904  Mr.  Jackson  bought  their  stock, 
being  then  in  full  control.  Joseph  Jackson,  Jr.,  having  secured  stock  at 
this  time,  became  cashier,  which  position  he  still  very  worthily  holds,  the 
elder  Jackson  being  president. 

This  bank  is  conservatively  managed  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
soundest  and  safest  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  state  and  enjoys  a  pres¬ 
tige  and  a  patronage  second  to  none  in  northern  Missouri. 

On  April  29,  1866,  Mr.  Jackson  married  Amanda  Broyles,  daughter  of 
William  W.  and  Sarah  Broyles,  natives  of  Tennessee,  from  which  state 
they  migrated  to  Missouri,  and  came  to  Nodaway  county  as  early  as  1845. 
Mrs.  Jackson  was  born  in  Andrew  county,  this  state,  December  9,  1847. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  one  dying  in  infancy,  named 
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as  follows.  Lola  C.  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Colby,  of  Maryville; 
Laura  is  the  wife  of  Miles  Saunders,  of  Pueblo,  Colorado;  Mary  is  the  wife 
of  Paul  Ream,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Nellie  is  the  wife  of  George  E. 
Alexander,  of  Denver,  Colorado  ;  Joseph,  Jr. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  he  belongs  to  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  Public-spirited  and  liberal,  he  has  ever  been  in  the  forefront 
of  all  plans  for  improvement  and  the  betterment  of  Maryville  and  Nodaway 
county,  where  he  is  widely  known  and  esteemed  for  his  life  of  industry, 
public  service,  honesty  and  integrity  of  purpose. 


REUBEN  BARRETT. 


Reuben  Barrett,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  one  who  enjoys  to  a  large  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
his  fellow  citizens,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  15,  1844.  He  is  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Matilda  (Taylor)  Barrett,  of 
whom  extended  reference  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Charles  W.  Barrett,  which 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Reuben  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm  and  received  a  fair  common  school  education.  In  June,  1862,  when 
but  seventeen  years  old,  he  enlisted  in  Company  M.  Twenty-first  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  which  he  was  made  a  corporal.  The  following 
year  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Two  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry.  To  him  was  assigned  the  honor  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  brigade  flag  and  he  remained  in  the  active  service  to  the  end  of  the 
war.  He  took  part  in  the  Petersburg  campaign,  and  was  an  eye  witness  of 
the  surrender  of  General  Lee  to  General  Grant  at  Appomattox.  He  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  was  honorably  discharged 
on  June  14,  1865,  and  mustered  out  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Barrett  resumed  work  on  the  farm,  where  he 
remained  until  1866,  when  he  went  to  Vineland,  New  Jersey,  where  he  was 
employed  as  a  gardener  and  raiser  of  small  fruit.  Later  he  worked  in  the 
Pennsylvania  oil  fields  and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  handling  of 
benzine.  Subsequently  he  was  in  the  employ  of  a  lumber  company,  having 
charge  of  an  engine,  and  in  1874  he  rafted  lumber  down  the  Allegheny  and 
Ohio  rivers  to  Louisville,  Kentucky.  In  May,  1874,  Mr.  Barrett  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  prairie 
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land,  in  section  15,  the  southwestern  corner  of  Monroe  township,  where  he 
has  lived  ever  since.  He  bought  a  team  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  task 
of  breaking  the  land  and  putting  it  in  shape  for  cultivation,  and  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  September  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  for  his  wife  and  child, 
bringing  them  at  once  to  their  new  home  in  this  county.  His  first  land  was 
bought  on  credit  and  after  he  had  completed  the  payments  on  it,  he  bought 
a  forty-acre  tract  and  later,  eighty  acres  more,  making  his  total  landed 
holdings  two  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  He  has  been  practical  and  progressive  in  his  methods  and  has  for 
many  years  been  numbered  among  the  representative  farmers  of  his  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county. 

While  in  the  Pennsylvania  oil  region  in  1869,  Mr.  Barrett  was  married 
to  Margaret  M.  Gregg,  who  was  born  in  Warren  county,  that  state,  on 
February  22,  1844,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Harriett  Gregg.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  England,  and  were  consistent  members  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  church.  Her  father  was  a  highly  educated  man  and  was  a 
successful  merchant  in  Sugar  Grove,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Elizabeth,  James  H.,  Robert,  Mary  Jane, 
Eleanor,  Margaret  M.,  Emily,  Sarah,  Ruth  and  William.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barrett  have  been  born  six  children,  namely:  Gertrude  L.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years:  Mabel  R.  married  Manville  Carothers,  of  Ivirksville, 
Missouri,  and  they  have  three  daughters  and  a  son,  Margaret  M.,  Carol  B., 
Doris  I.  and  Barrett  M. ;  James  H.  graduated  from  the  Skidmore  high 
school,  attended  the  old  seminary  at  Maryville,  engaged  in  teaching  school 
here  and  in  South  Dakota,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Dixon,  the  latter  state, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  also  owning  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres:  Bessie  R.  died  on  January  12,  1897,  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  years;  Floyd  R.  and  Frederick  M.  are  both  at  home.  Frederick 
has  taught  school  three  terms.  He  and  Floyd  have  bought  and  now  own 
a  valuable  tract  of  land  adjoining  their  father's  home  place.  T11  her  early 
life  Mrs.  Barrett  was  a  successful  teacher,  having  taught  sixteen  terms  and 
commanding  the  best  positions. 

Religiously,  the  Barrett  family  are  all  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  take  an  active  part  in  advancing  its  varied  interests. 
In  1888  Mr.  Barrett  was  licensed  as  an  exhorter.  in  1890  was  made  a  local 
preacher,  and  in  1896  was  made  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  the  gospel, 
though  he  had  done  some  preaching  for  some  years  before  being  licensed. 
He  has  been  a  licensed  preacher  over  twenty  years  and  during  that  period 
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he  has  united  many  couples  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  and  preached 
many  funeral  sermons.  He  has  lived  to  see  all  but  two  of  his  first  neigh¬ 
bors  here  either  die  or  move  away.  His  life  has  been  exemplary  in  every 
respect  and  he  has  ever  supported  those  interests  which  are  calculated  to 
uplift  and  benefit  humanity.  He  is  widely  known  and  possesses  a  remark¬ 
able  memory  for  faces.  He  is  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  by  his  neigh¬ 
bors,  who  appreciate  his  high  character  and  genuine  worth. 


JONAS  F.  BROWN. 

The  visitor  to  the  old  Brown  homestead — or  more  properly,  plantation- 
in  the  historic  Blue  Grass  state  of  nearly  a  century  ago  found  there  the  true 
hospitality  and  characteristic  freedom  of  the  premises  of  which  so  much  has 
been  said  and  written  of  those  early  days  in  the  old  South,  and,  coming 
down  through  two  generations  or  more,  many  of  the  admirable  qualities  of 
head  and  heart  of  the  Browns  of  those  days  are  found  outcropping  in  the 
character  of  Jonas  F.  Brown,  a  Nodaway  county  farmer,  who  is  a  native  of 
Rock  Castle  county,  Kentucky,  born  there  on  July  27,  1864,  the  son  of 
Daniel  Brown.  The  father  was  also  born  in  that  place,  June  10,  1833,  being 
the  son  of  Stephen  and  Barbara  Brown.  He  remained  in  Rock  Castle  county 
until  after  Lee's  surrender  in  the  spring  of  1865.  He  married  Ruthie  Watson, 
a  native  of  Pulaski  county,  Kentucky,  and  eleven  children  were  born  to  them. 
At  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  Daniel  Brown  moved  to  Blinois  and  lived  there 
four  years,  then,  in  November,  1869,  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  located  two  miles  west  and  one  mile  north  of  Skidmore  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1902,  having  bought  forty  acres  of  land  when  he  arrived  here. 
Afterwards  a  spell  of  sickness,  which  lasted  eighteen  months,  reduced  him 
almost  to  poverty ;  but  when  he  recovered  he  resumed  work  on  his  forty  acres, 
only  a  part  of  which  had  been  paid  for.  But  he  had  a  team  and  about  six 
months’  provisions,  and  in  time  he  paid  his  debts  and  was  enabled  to  buy 
more  land,  from  time  to  time,  until  he  owned  a  total  of  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  which  he  farmed  successfully.  He  sold  out  about  1900  and  moved 
into  Skidmore,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Brown;  one,  named 
Andrew,  died  when  four  years  old  in  Kentucky;  all  the  others  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity  and  are  living;  Rhoda  Ann  married  J.  C.  Collins  and  lives  about  three 
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miles  northwest  of  Skidmore,  and  of  the  five  children  born  to  her,  three  are 
living;  George  Marion  lives  three  miles  southeast  of  Burlington  Junction, 
married  Etta  Wiles  and  has  eleven  children  living  and  two  deceased;  he  has 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  a  farm  there;  Jonas  Fountain  lives  on  his 
father’s  old  home  place  in  the  west  half  of  Monroe  township;  he  married 
Julia  Gwin  and  they  have  six  children;  he  owns  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land;  Charles  Willard  lives  on  a  part  of  the  old  home  place  and 
owns  two  hundred  acres  well  improved ;  he  married  Stallie  Ruddell,  daughter 
of  William  Ruddell ;  of  the  four  children  born  to  them,  two  are  living,  two 
having  died  in  infancy;  he  has  a  fine,  modern  home;  Barbara  married  Clyde 
Gilliland  and  lives  in  Texas;  they  have  two  children;  Betty  Jane,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  E.  Singleton,  lives  in  Randolph  county,  Missouri,  and  has 
four  children;  Hattie  May,  who  married  R.  E.  Bender,  lives  in  Texas  and  of 
her  three  children,  one  is  deceased;  Carrie  married  Thomas  Martin  and  lives 
in  Bedford,  Iowa;  of  six  children  born  to  them,  five  are  living;  John  Frank¬ 
lin  is  farming  in  Texas  and  is  unmarried ;  Nettie  Belle  is  at  home  with  her 
father.  Mr.  Brown  and  all  his  daughters  belong  to  the  Christian  church. 
Mrs.  Brown's  death  occurred  on  April  1,  1896. 

When  Jonas  F.  Brown,  of  this  review,  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he 
began  life  for  himself,  having  at  that  age  finished  a  select  school  at  Quitman, 
a  select  school  at  Skidmore -and  two  terms  of  school  in  the  college  at  Tarkio, 
having  left  the  school  room  in  1891. 

On  March  9,  1892,  Mr.  Brown  married  Julia  E.  Gwin,  daughter  of 
Theodore  Gwin  and  wife.  She  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  and  she  attended 
select  school  at  Skidmore  for  two  terms,  also  the  Maryville  Seminary.  Al¬ 
though  successfully  passing  the  teachers'  examination,  she  never  engaged  in 
teaching. 

Two  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Brown  sold  the  farm  he  previously 
owned  and  bought  a  quarter-section  near  Quitman ;  five  years  later  he  sold 
that  and  moved  back  to  the  old  home  neighborhood,  bought  a  farm  on  which 
he  has  lived  continuously  ever  since — eleven  years  in  August,  1910.  He  now 
owns  an  excellent  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  in  the  northwest¬ 
ern  part  of  Monroe  township  all  adjoining,  and  here  he  carries  on  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising  very  successfully. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown,  named  as  follows : 
Cecil  Austin,  Cora  Mildred,  Ethel  Elizabeth,  Myrtle  Lois,  Gladys  Allene  and 
Blanche  Bernice.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  very  sociable  man,  and  is  well  liked  by  all 
who  know  him.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  and  delights  in  entertaining  visitors. 
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CHARLEY  PFEIFFER. 

Among  the  successful  and  up-to-date  farmers  and  public-spirited  and 
enterprising  citizens  of  Monroe  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  must 
be  numbered  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
Mr.  Pfeiffer  is  a  native  of  Nebraska,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day 
in  Douglas  county,  that  state,  on  February  20,  1871.  He  is  a  son  of  Hubert 
and  Mary  (Stulenwork)  Pfeiffer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Prussia, 
though  from  different  parts  of  that  country.  They  both  came  to  America 
after  attaining  mature  years  and  were  married  here.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  next  to  the  youngest  of  their  eleven  children.  The  parents  lo¬ 
cated  in  Douglas  county,  Nebraska,  about  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war, 
remaining  there  until  about  1872,  when  they  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  locating  about  eight  miles  northwest  of  Maryville,  where  the 
father  bought  a  farm  and  where  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days,  the  mother  dying  on  August  22,  1891,  and  the  father  about  six  months 
later,  on  February  22,  1892. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  a  fair 
education  in  the  common  schools.  After  reaching  manhood’s  years  he  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  a  year  or  two,  but  after  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  1892,  he  began  farming  for  himself,  operating  rented  land  for 
about  ten  years.  During  a  part  of  this  period  conditions  were  “panicky” 
and  it  was  difficult  to  make  even  a  living,  but  by  hard  work,  good  manage¬ 
ment  and  the  most  rigid  economy  he  managed  to  not  only  make  a  living, 
but  saved  some  money  besides,  so  that  in  September,  1902,  he  was  enabled 
to  buy  the  fine  farm  where  he  now  resides,  in  section  13,  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  Monroe  township,  the  place  comprising  two  hundred  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  can  be  found  in  that  section  of  the  county.  He  is  energetic 
and  thoroughly  practical  in  his  methods  and  has  thus  been  enabled  to  achieve 
success  where  many  another  man  would  have  given  up  the  fight  in  despair. 
He  is  of  the  type  which  have  made  the  great  Middle  West  what  it  is  today — 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  and  advanced  sections  of  our  great  country  and 
because  of  the  success  which  he  has  won  and  the  methods  by  which  he 
has  won  it,  he  is  entitled  to  be  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens 
of  his  township.  The  farm  is  well  improved,  containing  a  neat  and  at¬ 
tractive  residence,  commodious  and  substantial  barn  and  other  outbuildings 
and  well  kept  fences,  while  the  general  appearance  of  the  place  is  pleasing  to 
the  eye  and  a  credit  to  the  owner. 
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On  December  21,  1892,  Mr.  Pfeiffer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary 
Brummett,  who  was  born  and  reared  near  Elmo,  this  county,  the  daughter 
of  Banner  and  Elvira  (York)  Brummett,  who  were  natives  of  Knox 
county,  Tennessee.  Her  parents  left  their  native  state  and  lived  in  south¬ 
ern  Missouri  during  the  Civil  war  period,  afterwards  locating  in  Nodaway 
county,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  eight  boys  and  three  girls.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pfeiffer  have 
been  born  three  children,  Loren,  Marie  and  Martha.  The  home  is  the  center 
of  a  large  social  circle,  the  spirit  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer  being  ever 
in  evidence  there. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Pfeiffer  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  while  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  auxiliary  order,  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah.  Mrs.  Pfeiffer  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church  South,  in  which  church  her  father  and  a  brother  were  honored 
ministers,  her  father  having  been  an  active  preacher  for  sixty  years.  Mr. 
Pfeiffer  is  held  in  high  regard  by  all  who  know  him  and  he  is  numbered 
among  the  supporters  of  all  worthy  movements  for  advancing  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  where  he  lives. 


JOHN  BROWN. 

All  credit  and  respect  is  due  the  old  pioneers  who  blazed  the  way  for 
succeeding  generations  and  labored  unceasingly  that  those  who  should  come 
after  them  might  be  happy  and  prosperous.  We  of  the  aftermath  are  prone 
to  lose  sight  of  the  wonderful  deeds  they  did  and  the  unselfish  sacrifices 
they  made ;  nevertheless,  all  honor  is  due  them.  Such  a  one  is  John  Brown, 
one  of  Nodaway  county's  venerable  citizens,  who  has  lived  to  take  part  in 
every  stage  of  development  of  this  locality,  having  come  here  when  the  wild 
beast  and  the  red  man  roamed  at  will  over  prairie  sod  and  through  primeval 
woods.  He  was  born  in  Jackson  county,  Tennessee,  August  23,  1824,  and 
is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Mary  (Yount)  Brown.  The  mother  was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  North  Carolina,  from  which  state  she  came  to  Tennessee  with  her 
parents,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Yount.  John’s  father  was  a  native  of  Sullivan 
county,  Kentucky,  who  came  to  Tennessee  with  his  parents,  George  Brown 
and  wife.  When  John  Brown  -was  a  boy,  not  over  ten  years  of  age,  the 
family  came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  and  after  remaining  there  one 
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winter  moved  to  Platte  county  and  lived  there  ten  years.  In  1841  or  1842 
they  came  to  where  the  town  of  Graham,  Nodaway  county,  is  now  located 
and  the  father  and  his  children  secured  a  section  of  government  land,  when 
there  were  but  few  settlers  here,  but  there  was  a  good  supply  of  timber 
and  several  families  were  located  within  a  few  miles.  At  that  time  they 
did  not  think  the  prairies  could  or  would  be  settled.  After  going  a  mile 
or  two  from  where  they  settled  no  more  houses  were  seen  until  Maryville 
was  reached.  There  were  no  roads  except  Indian  trials  to  Maryville,  and, 
of  course,  no  bridges.  The  vicinity  of  Graham  was  then  a  part  of  Andrew 
county.  There  were  no  schools.  The  town  of  Graham  was  started  by  An¬ 
drew  Brown,  who  platted  part  of  his  farm  and  sold  lots  and  called  the  place 
Brownsville,  which  name  it  bore  until  after  the  Civil  war.  The  father  of 
John  Brown  died  in  1874,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  grave  seven 
months.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  died  in 
childhood,  six  living  to  maturity,  Jacob  Madison,  John,  Isaiah,  Wilson  G., 
Sarah  and  Nancy  Emeline,  wife  of  Rev.  John  Tate. 

John  Brown,  of  this  review,  was  married  February  6,  1845,  to  Priscilla 
Bohannan,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Penelope  (Bartlett)  Bohannan.  They 
were  married  where  the  town  of  Skidmore  now  stands,  just  west  of  where 
the  Christian  church  is  now  located;  that  was  about  thirty-five  years  before 
the  town  was  started.  Mr.  Brown  followed  farming  all  his  life,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  years  devoted  to  blacksmithing.  He  is  a  remnant  of  that 
hardy  band  that  crossed  the  dreary  western  plains  to  California  in  1850 
during  the  gold  excitement,  and  he  remained  on  the  Pacific  coast  two  years. 
His  stories  of  those  days  and  of  the  early  pioneer  times  in  this  country 
are,  indeed,  instructive  and  fascinating.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  Civil  war,  being  under  Captain  Burris.  He 
took  part  in  the  fights  at  Blue  Mills  and  Lexington,  both  of  which  were 
severe,  although  not  of  extensive  magnitude.  He  served  four  years,  or 
through  the  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged.  After  the  war  he  went  to 
Nebraska  where  he  farmed  several  years,  then  came  back  to  Nodaway 
county  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

When  fourteen  years  old  he  joined  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church,  and  he  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  this 
county  and  is  now  the  oldest  Mason  in  the  county  having  membership  here. 
For  many  years  he  was  tvler  of  Skidmore  Lodge,  serving  up  to  his  eighty- 
fifth  birthday.  His  wife  was  called  to  her  reward  on  November  4,  1877. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  named  as  follows:  Adeline  married  John 
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Mast,  whose  sketch  appears  herein;  Andrew  Jackson;  Mary  Ellen  married 
George  Sharp;  Amanda  Jane  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth  married  Eph¬ 
raim  Tilton,  of  Maryville;  Zelda  E.  married  James  A.  Clark;  Hester 
Cordelia  is  the  wife  of  Oren  Masters;  George  and  Frank.  John 
Brown  has  eleven  grandchildren,  twelve  great-grandchildren  and  one  great- 
great-grandchild  living. 


EDWARD  J.  BAKER. 

One  of  the  venerable  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Nodaway  county 
is  he  whose  name  appears  above,  a  man  whose  life  has  been  led  along  useful 
and  conservative  lines,  resulting  in  good  to  those  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  and  in  success  to  himself  and  family.  He  has  been  an  eye  witness 
of  the  wonderful  transformation  which  has  taken  place  in  this  part  of  the 
country  and  has  had  a  large  part  in  the  development  which  has  brought 
Missouri  to  the  forefront  among  the  sisterhood  of  states. 

Edward  J.  Baker,  who  is  now  living  retired  in  Maryville,  was  born 
on  April  2,  1835,  in  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  John  T.  and 
Jemima  Baker,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Pennsylvania. 
When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  mere  child  the  family  removed  to  Rock 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  reared  and  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools,  remaining  with  his  parents  until  their  deaths,  his  mother 
dying  when  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  Soon  after  this  bereavement  he 
entered  the  pine  woods  and  for  five  years  was  employed  in  the  lumber  camps. 
He  then  began  contracting,  getting  out  logs  for  the  lumber  mills  on  the 
Wisconsin  river.  During  this  time  he  lived  at  Warsaw  and  for  two  or 
three  years  he  also  acted  as  superintendent  of  the  poor  farm  of  Marathon 
county.  He  then  returned  to  Rock  county  and  in  1868  he  started  for  Iowa 
with  several  other  men,  but  on  the  way  they  deviated  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  where  some  of  his  companions  had  friends  living.  His  com¬ 
panions  were  James  Cook  and  family,  Charles  Fairbanks,  William  Doolittle 
and  Demper  Valin.  Of  these,  Mr.  Cook  located  here  and  died  in  Nodaway 
county.  Mr.  Baker  recognized  the  superior  quality  of  the  land  here  and 
decided  to  remain.  He  bought  forty  acres  of  land  three  miles  from  Mary¬ 
ville  and  spent  six  years  there,  making  many  improvements,  including  the 
erection  of  a  comfortable  home.  He  subsequently  bought  another  eighty- 
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acre  tract,  also  in  Polk  township,  this  also  being  unimproved  land,  and  he 
applied  himself  vigorously  to  the  task  of  developing  it  into  a  producing 
farm.  He  later  bought  adjoining  land,  so  that  the  place  now  contains  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  has  built  a  splendid  seven-room  house  here 
and  other  necessary  farm  buildings,  and  everything  about  the  place  bears 
evidence  of  the  zealous  efforts,  persistence  and  good  management  of  the 
owner.  He  devoted  himself  to  a  general  line  of  farming,  and  to  facilitate 
his  work  he  had  erected  a  good  windmill,  which  supplies  a  fine  quality  of 
water  for  stock  purposes  and  for  household  use.  This  land,  for  which  Mr. 
Baker  paid  an  average  of  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre,  is  now  conservatively 
estimated  to  be  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  During 
his  first  years  here,  Mr.  Baker  had  a  hard  time  getting  along.  His  finan¬ 
cial  resources  were  limited,  but  he  was  energetic,  resourceful  and  determined 
and  at  length  he  began  to  realize  on  his  investment  of  money  and  labor.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  operated  a  threshing  machine  with  splendid  success. 
In  March,  1903,  feeling  the  weight  of  advancing  years  and  having  earned 
a  fair  competency,  Mr.  Baker  relinquished  the  active  work  of  the  farm  and 
is  now  residing  in  a  comfortable  and  attractive  home  in  the  county  seat, 
Maryville,  having  taken  his  son,  Elmer  A.,  into  partnership  with  him  and  the 
latter  is  now  managing  and  operating  the  farm. 

At  Warsaw,  Wisconsin,  on  May  16,  1858,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Pope,  who  was  a  native  of  Wyoming  county,  New 
York.  Her  brother  had  been  a  partner  of  Mr.  Baker  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  Wisconsin  and  she  came  out  from  her  New  York  home  to  act  as 
housekeeper  for  them,  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Baker  occurring  about  a  year 
afterwards.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Elmer 
A.,  who  operates  the  old  home  farm,  married  Hattie  Spaulding;  Edna  is 
the  wife  of  Floyd  Westfall,  a  farmer  near  Barnard,  this  county;  Eda  is  the 
wife  of  W.  B.  Hanna,  of  Polk  township;  Delia  is  the  wife  of  Wayland 
Wood,  of  Montana,  where  he  conducts  a  cattle  and  horse  ranch,  owning 
five  and  a  half  sections  of  land. 

Politically,  Mr.  Baker  has  always  given  stanch  support  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  and  he  has  served  several  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
giving  eminent  satisfaction  in  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  this  office. 
Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  to  which 
they  give  a  generous  support.  His  life  has  been  one  of  unceasing  industry 
and  perseverance  and  the  systematic  and  honorable  methods  which  he  has 
followed  have  won  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow  men. 
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GEORGE  STOOLFER. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Stool fer  is  that  of  a  man  who  by  his  own  unaided 
efforts  has  worked  his  way  from  a  modest  beginning  to  a  position  of  in¬ 
fluence  and  prestige  in  the  community.  His  life  has  been  of  unceasing  in¬ 
dustry  and  the  systematic  and  honorable  methods  which  he  has  followed 
have  won  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  Skidmore 
and  Nodaway  county. 

George  Stoolfer,  who  is  acceptably  filling  the  responsible  position  of 
postmaster  at  Skidmore,  is  a  native  of  the  old  Keystone  state,  having  first 
seen  the  light  of  day  in  Sugar  Grove  township,  Warren  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  March  26,  1869.  He  is  the  son  of  Irvine  and  Eleanor  (Gregg) 
Stoolfer,  and  is,  as  his  name  suggests,  of  German  ancestry  on  the  paternal 
side,  his  grandfather,  George  Stoolfer,  having  been  a  native  of  Germany. 
His  maternal  ancestors  were  from  Ireland,  and  the  sturdy  qualities  of 
these  two  nationalities  have  been  inherited  and  are  exemplified  in  the  grand¬ 
son,  the  subject.  Irvine  Stoolfer  was  also  born  on  the  Pennsylvania  home¬ 
stead  farm,  and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  there  in  1902.  George  Stoolfer,  the  subject,  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  he  left  home  and  during  the  two  following  years  he 
was  employed  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania,  which  were  then  in  the 
zenith  of  their  prosperity.  He  then  worked  a  year  on  the  home  farm,  and 
later  engaged  in  the  same  occupation  in  New  York  state  several  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  following  year  he  engaged  in  the  fishing  industry  on  Lake  Erie,  and 
in  January,  1896,  he  came  to  Skidmore,  Nodaway  county,  where,  during 
the  following  eight  years  he  was  employed  at  farm  work.  He  then  accepted 
employment  as  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Skidmore,  at  which  he  was 
employed  for  two  years.  In  1906  he  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Barrett, 
Stoolfer  &  Owens,  dealers  in  general  merchandise  at  Skidmore,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  this  enterprise,  when,  on  July  4,  1908,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  position  of  postmaster  of  Skidmore,  entering  at  once  on  the  duties  of 
the  position.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  faith,  but  the  first 
person  to  urge  his  name  for  the  postmastership  was  a  Democrat  and  hun¬ 
dreds  of  voters  of  both  parties  signed  a  petition  for  his  appointment,  this 
standing  is  marked  evidence  of  his  popularity  and  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  In  June,  1909,  Mr.  Stoolfer  sold  his  business 
interests,  his  official  duties  requiring  all  his  time,  to  which  he  now  gives  his 
undivided  attention. 
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On  March  27,  1907,  Mr.  Stoolfer  was  married  to  Georgia  McDonald,  a 
native  of  Maryville,  this  county. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Stoolfer  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  takes  a  live  interest.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  to  which  they  give  an 
earnest  and  liberal  support.  In  the  performance  of  his  official  duties  Mr. 
Stoolfer  is  accommodating  and  courteous  to  the  patrons  of  the  office  and  his 
administration  has  been  eminently  satisfactory.  Fie  is  genial  and  approach¬ 
able  and  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm  and  loyal  friends,  who  esteem  him 
because  of  his  genuine  worth. 


GEORGE  L.  OWEN. 

One  of  the  busiest  men  in  the  bustling  little  city  of  Skidmore  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  who  performs  the 
multitudinous  duties  connected  with  the  three  positions  of  railroad  station 
agent,  express  agent  and  Western  Union  operator.  Thoroughly  qualified 
for  these  positions. both  by  natural  ability  and  long  experience,  he  has  given 
a  satisfactory  service  to  both  his  superiors  and  the  general  public  and  he  en¬ 
joys  to  a  marked  degree  the  regard  of  all  who  have  dealings  with  him. 

George  L.  Owen  was  born  at  Randolph,  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin, 
on  January  28,  1867.  and  is  a  son  of  John  R.  and  Mary  (Jones)  Owen. 
Both  of  these  parents  were  natives  of  the  little  rock-ribbed  country  of 
Wales,  the  father  coming  from  Shire  Vaughn  and  the  mother  from  Mont- 
gomeryshire.  John  R.  Owen  was  born  in  1814  and  was  a  son  of  Richard 
and  Catharine  (Evans)  Owen.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  came 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  coal  mines,  but  soon  after¬ 
wards  he  went  to  Oneida  county,  New  York,  and  in  1865  he  located  on  a 
farm  near  Randolph,  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin.  He  was  the  first  to 
introduce  cheese  making  in  that  section  of  the  country,  having  learned  the 
art  while  living  in  New  York  state.  The  subject's  mother  came  to  America 
with  her  parents  and  located  in  Utica,  New  York,  about  1834,  she  being  about 
ten  years  old.  She  lived  there  until  she  married  Mr.  Owen  and  they  moved 
to  Wisconsin. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  until  1884,  when  the  family  moved  into  the  town  of 
Randolph.  He  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools,  after  which 
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he  was  for  a  year  employed  in  a  store  in  Evansville,  that  state.  In  1887 
he  began  to  learn  telegraphy,  and  the  following  year  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Wisconsin  Central  Railroad  Company  as  telegraph  operator.  During 
the  first  seven  months  he  was  employed  as  a  night  operator  at  Chelsea,  and 
was  then  transferred  to  Worcester,  where  he  became  station  agent  and 
operator.  In  this  little  town  he  soon  became  a  leader  and  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  postmaster,  commissioner  of  the  township  and  other  local 
offices.  After  five  months  here  he  was  transferred  to  High  Bridge,  Wis¬ 
consin,  as  station  agent,  which  position  he  retained  a  year  and  two  months. 
He  then  went  to  work  for  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad  Company  at  Ethel,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  two  weeks  later  became  agent  for  the  railroad  in  this  new  town. 
In  June,  1893,  he  was  sent  to  Bucklin,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  as 
agent  until  1900,  when  he  quit  the  railroad  business  and  went  into  the  real  es¬ 
tate  business  there,  but  in  the  fall  of  1901  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company,  in  the  capacity  of  night  operator 
at  Napier,  Missouri.  Here  he  had  much  rapid  work,  but  performed  his 
duties  satisfactorily  and  in  1902  he  was  made  agent  for  the  company  at 
Skidmore,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Practically  all  the  shipping  in 
and  out  of  Skidmore  passes  through  his  hands  and  he  is  thus  brought  into 
dealings  with  every  business  man  in  the  town,  and  by  all  he  is  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  because  of  his  integrity  and  squareness  in  everything  with 
which  he  is  concerned.  Personally,  he  is  genial  and  accommodating  and 
enjoys  an  enviable  popularity  throughout  the  community. 

On  October  3,  1895,  Mr.  Owen  married  Anna  Williams,  with  whom 
he  formed  an  acquaintance  while  employed  at  Ethel.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
W.  W.  and  Winefrede  (Edwards)  Williams,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Wales.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  has  been  born  a  son,  William  Byron, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  July  7,  1897,  and  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
public  schools. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Owen  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of  the  World 
and  the  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  be¬ 
long  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  they  take  an  active  inter¬ 
est.  Mr.  Owen  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school  continuously 
since  1904.  In  1905  the  Methodist  congregation  erected  in  Skidmore  its 
present  beautiful  brick  edifice,  at  a  cost  of  about  nine  thousand  dollars,  and 
during  its  erection  Mr.  Owen  served  as  chairman  of  the  building  committee. 
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giving  much  time  and  careful  attention  to  the  work.  He  has  served  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees.  In  every  relation  of  life 
he  has  acted  well  his  part  and  has  invariably  given  an  earnest  support  to 
every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
He  is  widely  known  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  because  of  his  genuine 
worth. 


JAMES  W.  WEDDLE.,  JR. 

Among  the  sturdy  and  industrious  citizens  of  Skidmore,  who  by  their 
honest  and  well  directed  efforts  are  entitled  to  representation  among  the 
best  residents  of  the  city,  is  numbered  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  Mr.  Weddle  was  born  in  Pike  county,  Missouri,  on  November 
7,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  James  W.  and  Anna  (Cornett)  Weddle.  The  sub¬ 
ject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  D.  D.  and  Mary  (Sullivan)  Weddle,  the 
Sullivans  having  come  from  Ireland  and  the  Weddles  from  Scotland,  while 
the  Cornetts  were  of  French  blood.  James  W.  Weddle,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
1822  in  West  Virginia  and  came  to  Missouri  with  his  parents  in  about  1850. 
Anna  Cornett  was  born  in  Virginia  and  came  with  her  parents,  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  (Bogus)  Cornett,  to  Jackson  county,  Indiana.  James  W,  Weddle, 
Sr.,  was  an  expert  blacksmith  and  worked  at  this  trade  all  his  active  years. 
In  1862  the  family  moved  back  to  Jackson  county,  Indiana,  locating  at  Wed- 
dleville,  a  town  started  by  the  subject’s  uncle.  In  1866  they  moved  to  De¬ 
catur  county,  Iowa,  and  the  following  year  to  Harrison  county,  Missouri, 
where  they  remained  four  years.  On  May  3,  1870,  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county  and  located  at  Quitman,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  entered  his  father’s 
blacksmith  shop  as  an  apprentice  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  becoming  an 
efficient  and  expert  workman,  and  in  1876  he  started  a  shop  of  his  own  at 
Quitman,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  August  18,  1908,  when  he 
sold  out  there  and  bought  a  shop  at  Skidmore.  He  here  enjoys  a  large  and 
constantly  increasing  patronage,  and  all  work  coming  to  him  is  handled 
promptly  and  in  a  thoroughlv  workmanlike  manner.  His  shop  is  well 
equipped  for  general  repair  work,  having  a  gas  engine  for  motive  power, 
as  well  as  several  other  useful  machines. 

In  1879  Mr.  Weddle  married  Annie  Laurie  Wykoff,  who  was  born 
two  miles  south  of  Maryville,  this  county.  In  1863  she  went  to  Clarinda. 
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Iowa,  with  her  parents,  J.  W.  and  Angeline  Wykoff.  Her  father,  prior  to 
the  Civil  war,  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  this  county, 
near  Maryville,  which  he  sold  for  five  dollars  an  acre,  and  which  has  since 
so  appreciated  in  value  as  to  be  worth  probably  forty  times  that  price.  The 
Wykoffs  moved  back  to  this  county  in  1876  and  located  at  Quitman,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1888;  the  father’s  death  occurred  in  1893  at  Trinidad. 
Colorado.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weddle  have  been  born  nine  children,  namely: 
Charles  Augustus,  who  runs  a  blacksmith  shop  at  Graham,  this  county; 
Hallie  M.  is  the  wife  of  Jacob  Calvert,  of  Amazonia,  Missouri,  and  they 
have  four  children,  Arlie,  Lewis,  Cecil  and  Laura;  Iva  B.  is  at  home  with 
her  parents:  James  W.  Ill,  who  .is  a  helper  with  his  father  in  the  shop  at 
Skidmore,  married  Hazel  Beorlin ;  Herbert,  who  lives  southeast  of  Skid¬ 
more,  married  Meda  Buntin  and  they  have  one  child,  Otis;  Nellie  married 
Alfred  Logan,  of  Skidmore,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Louise;  Forrest  as¬ 
sists  his  father  in  the  shop;  Anna  Laura  and  Marguerite  are  at  home.  Mr. 
Weddle’s  father  died  April  6,  1910,  aged  eighty-seven  years,  seven  months 
and  two  days,  and  the  mother,  who  is  eighty-nine  years  old,  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  the  subject. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Weddle  is  a  member  of  Quitman  Lodge,  No.  196,  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  has  always  taken  an  intelligent  in¬ 
terest  in  public  affairs  and  was  township  trustee  of  Green  township  six  years, 
a  member  of  the  school  board  at  Quitman  sixteen  years,  during  eight  of 
which  he  was  treasurer  of  the  board.  He  was  at  one  time  appointed  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  the  peace,  but  declined  to  serve.  Mr.  Weddle  is  a  gentleman  of  splen¬ 
did  personal  qualities  and  is  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  he 
resides. 


D.  R.  BAKER. 

The  gentleman  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  life  the  following  para¬ 
graphs  are  devoted  is  prominently  identified  with  the  journalism  of  Nod¬ 
away  countv  and  at  this  time  is  editor  and  publisher  of  the  New  Era ,  at 
Skidmore,  one  of  the  most  popular  papers  of  the  county,  comparing  favor¬ 
ably  with  the  best  local  sheets  in  this  section  of  the  state  in  news,  editorial 
ability  and  mechanical  execution.  The  county  recognizes  in  Mr.  Baker  not 
only  a  keen  newspaper  man,  but  also  a  representative  citizen,  whose  interest 
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in  all  that  affects  the  general  welfare  has  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  win 
for  him  a  high  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people. 

D.  R.  Baker  is  a  native  of  the  county  in  which  he  now  resides,  having 
been  born  in  Monroe  township  on  July  i,  1864.  He  is  a  son  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  A.  (Campbell)  Baker.  The  father  died  some  years  ago.  and  sub¬ 
sequently  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Hedgepeth.  The  subject’s 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Hardin  county,  Kentucky.  His  great-grand¬ 
father,  Lawson  Baker,  who  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  also  fought  in  the  Indian  wars,  subsequently  be¬ 
coming  a  pioneer  settler  of  Kentucky.  Lawson  Henry  'Baker,  a  son  of 
Lawson  Baker,  was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  state,  and  on  attaining  mature 
years  became  overseer  on  a  plantation  owned  by  Charles  Marshall,  a  relative 
of  Chief  Justice  Marshall  and  Tom  Marshall,  the  noted  orator  of  Kentucky 
in  her  early  years.  Lawson  Henry  Baker  came  to  Missouri  sometime  during 
the  fifties  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  section  17,  Monroe 
township,  two  miles  south  of  Skidmore,  and  it  was  on  this  farm  that  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  He  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  secured  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  attended  Amity  College,  at  College  Springs,  Iowa,  and  also 
the  Southwestern  Normal  School  at  Shenandoah,  Iowa.  On  completing  his 
education  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  and  for  two  years  was  principal 
of  the  schools  at  Elmo,  this  county.  Subsequently  he  became  connected  with 
the  Elmo  Register  in  an  editorial  capacity,  in  which  he  was  engaged  during 
the  following  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  he  engaged  in  the  in¬ 
surance  business  at  Maryville  for  about  eighteen  months.  He  was  then 
chosen  to  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Skidmore  Bank,  to  which  he  gave  three 
years  of  efficient  service.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  relinquished  the  po¬ 
sition  and,  going  to  St.  Louis,  he  became  bookkeeper  in  the  office  of  the 
Willard  Case  Hardwood  Lumber  Company,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1905,  when  he  was  sent  by  the  company  to  Portland,  Oregon.  He 
represented  the  interests  of  the  company  there  two  years  and  was  then 
transferred  to  San  Francisco,  California,  where  he  served  efficiently  in  a 
like  capacity  until  October,  1908,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  county.  His 
former  experience  in  newspaper  work  had  touched  a  responsive  chord  and 
he  determined  to  devote  his  future  energies  to  this  line  of  effort.  He  pur¬ 
chased  the  Nczv  Era  and  his  career  thus  far  in  his  chosen  field  has  been 
satisfactory  to  an  eminent  degree.  He  is  a  ready  and  resourceful  writer,  a 
good  judge  of  what  is  news,  and  a  man  of  splendid  business  ability,  so  that  his 
success  has  been  fully  merited.  The  New  Era  is  a  spicy  and  interesting  paper 
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and  is  a  welcome  visitor  in  the  homes  which  it  enters.  The  paper  is  indepen¬ 
dent  in  matters  political  and  exerts  a  beneficent  influence  for  the  advancement 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  taking  high  ground  on  all  moral  and 
ethical  questions. 

On  August  27,  1890.  Mr.  Baker  married  Cora  L.  Case,  a  daughter  of 
L.  H.  and  Amanda  (Terhune)  Case,  of  Maryville,  this  county,  and  they  have 
become  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Raphael  A.,  born  November 
29,  1898,  died  on  the  5th  of  the  following  January;  the  other  two  are  Helen, 
who  was  born  at  Maryville,  and  Richard  Case,  born  in  St.  Louis. 

Politically,  Mr.  Baker  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  takes  a  keen  and  intel¬ 
ligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  in  no  sense  an  office  seeker.  His 
religious  membership  is  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South,  to  which 
he  gives  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  Of  a  quiet  and  unassuming  dispo¬ 
sition,  yet  genial  and  approachable,  Mr.  Baker  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know 
him  and  has  many  warm  friends  throughout  this  part  of  Nodaway  county. 


CHARLIE  E.  OWENS. 

There  could  be  no  more  comprehensive  history  written  of  any  commun¬ 
ity  than  that  which  deals  with  the  life  work  of  those  who,  by  their  own 
energy  and  indomitable  endeavor,  have  placed  themselves  where  they  well 
deserve  the  title  of  “prominent  and  progressive,”  and  in  this  sketch  will  be 
found  the  record  of  one  who  has,  by  his  own  efforts,  attained  not  only  a 
fair  measure  of  success  in  material  things,  but  also,  what  is  far  better,  the 
esteem  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Charlie  E.  Owens  was  born  in  Randolph  county,  Indiana,  on  October 
10,  1864.  and  is  a  son  of  John  Robert  and  Anna  E.  (Mendenhall)  Owens. 
These  parents  were  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  the  former  born  in  1828 
and  the  latter  in  1830.  They  were  reared  and  married  in  their  native  state 
and  in  about  i860  they  moved  to  the  state  of  Indiana,  locating  in  Randolph 
county.  On  the  paternal  side  the  subject  is  descended  from  Welsh  ancestry, 
his  grandfather,  John  Owens,  having  come  to  America  from  rock-ribbed 
W  ales. 

Charlie  Owens  was  reared  on  the  paternal-  farmstead  in  his  native 
countv  and  is  indebted  to  the  common  schools  for  his  educational  discipline. 
In  February,  1884,  believing  that  the  West  offered  superior  opportunities 
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for  a  young  man,  he  came  to  Skidmore,  Nodaway  county,  anct  obtained  em¬ 
ployment  by  the  month  on  a  farm  owned  by  Judge  W.  H.  Wright,  in  Atch¬ 
ison  county.  Upon  his  marriage,  about  three  years  later,  Mr.  Owens  rented 
a  farm  and  pursued  agriculture  on  his  own  account.  About  1894  he  bought 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eight  acres  lying  two  and  a  half  miles  northwest 
of  Skidmore  and  from  this  beginning  he  has  progressed  steadily  on  and  al¬ 
ways  upwards.  He  has  bought  and  sold  a  number  of  farms  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres,  comprising  some  of  the  best  farm¬ 
ing  land  in  Monroe  township.  He  gave  personal  and  intelligent  direction 
to  his  farming  operations  and  has  always  operated  with  financial  success, 
being  numbered  among  the  leading  farmers  of  the  township. 

Besides  farming,  Mr.  Owens  has  given  considerable  attention  to  mer¬ 
cantile  business  affairs,  his  first  venture  having  been  about  1896,  when  he 
entered  into  a  partnership  with  H.  T.  Barrett  at  Skidmore.  In  November, 
1906,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Frank  H.  Barrett  and  George  Stool- 
fer  and  bought  the  store  which  they  now  own  and  operate  in  Skidmore,  and 
which  at  one  time  Mr.  Owens  had  owned  himself.  They  carry  a  large 
and  comprehensive  stock  of  general  merchandise  and  the  firm  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  business  houses  of  Skidmore. 

In  1887  Mr.  Owens  was  united  in  marriage  with  Indiana  Beverlyn,  the 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Sarah  J.  (Haynes)  Beverlyn.  She  was  born 
in  Randolph  county,  Indiana,  and  in  the  spring  of  1885  she  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  with  her  parents,  who  located  eight  miles  northwest  of  Skidmore,  in 
Atchison  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owens  have  been  born  five  children, 
namely:  Nelson  died  in  1896,  at  the  age  of  five  years;  an  infant  daughter 
died  in  November,  1906;  John,  who  runs  a  barber  shop  in  Skidmore,  mar¬ 
ried  Minnie  Logan;  Juanita  and  Marion  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Owens  is  a  Republican  and  while  living  in  Atchison 
county  he  served  for  a  time  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while,  religiously,  he 
and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to 
which  they  render  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  In  every  avenue  of  life’s 
activities  in  which  he  has  engaged,  Mr.  Owens  has  faithfully  discharged  his 
full  duty  and  among  his  business  associates  and  acquaintances  he  is  re¬ 
garded  highly  because  of  his  personal  integrity  and  his  business  qualifica¬ 
tions,  which  are  of  a  high  order.  He  is  energetic,  quick  and  decisive  in 
his  methods  and  leaves  no  stone  unturned  in  executing  whatever  he  under¬ 
takes,  much  of  his  success  having  been  due  to  these  qualities. 
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CLARENCE  ALBERT  THOMAS. 

Though  not  long  a  resident  of  Nodaway  county,  and  numbered  among 
the  younger  members  of  the  business  circles  of  Skidmore,  Clarence  A.  Thomas 
has  earned  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  progressive  and  enterprising  man  of 
affairs  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  among  his  business  associates.  Mr.  Thomas 
was  born  August  18,  1883,  at  Rio,  Knox  county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  W.  and  Mary  A.  (Melton)  Thomas,  who  are  mentioned  specifically 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  He  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  accom¬ 
panied  the  family  in  its  several  moves,  going  from  Illinois,  when  he  was 
six  years  old,  and  eventually  locating  in  Skidmore,  in  1905.  Soon  after  their 
arrival  here,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  D.  Jor¬ 
dan  in  the  hardware,  furniture  and  undertaking  business,  in  which  they  still 
continue,  having  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  from  the  begin¬ 
ning.  Mr.  Thomas  is  well  qualified  for  his  business  undertakings.  After 
completing  the  common  school  grades  he  attended  the  high  school  at  Afton, 
Iowa.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  National  School  of  Embalming,  at  St. 
Louis,  where  he  graduated  in  1906.  He  is  a  licensed  embalmer  and  has 
charge  of  the  embalming  and  undertaking  department  of  the  firm's  business, 
as  well  as  of  the  furniture  department,  Mr.  Jordan  looking  after  the  hard¬ 
ware  and  kindred  lines.  Both  members  of  the  firm  are  energetic  and  hustling 
in  their  methods  and  the  success  which  has  come  to  them  is  the  direct  result 
of  correct  policies  and  sound  business  principles.  They  carry  a  large  and 
well-selected  stock  of  goods  in  every  department  of  their  store  and  their 
courteous  and  prompt  dealings  have  brought  to  them  a  large  and  constantly 
growing  patronage. 

On  September  3,  1902,  Mr.  Thomas  married  Ethel  Mary  Smith,  the 
daughter  of  Sterling  Smith.  She  was  born  at  Maryville,  this  county,  but 
about  a  year  prior  to  her  marriage  she  had  gone  with  her  parents  to  live  at 
Raton.  New  Mexico.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  has  been  born  a  son,  Sterling 
Albert. 

Politically,  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  at  present  a  member 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  of  Skidmore.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  its  auxiliary  order,  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  as  well  as  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  Genial  and  of  pleasing  address,  Mr.  Thomas  has 
made  many  warm  friends  since  locating  in  Skidmore  and  is  numbered  among 
the  popular  young  men  of  the  community. 
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THE  HAYS  FAMILY. 

Among  the  leading  families  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  none  is  held 
in  higher  repute  than  the  Hays  family,  representatives  of  which  have  occu¬ 
pied  respected  and  honorable  positions  in  the  life  of  the  community  for  many 
years. 

Thomas  R.  Hays  was  born  February  14,  1800,  in  Washington  county, 
Kentucky,  and  was  a  son  of  William  H.  and  Susannah  (Ray)  Hays.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Hays  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  in  1770,  and  died  in  1845, 
while  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1773,  died  in  1854.  They 
were  married  in  1799  and  settled  soon  afterwards  in  Kentucky.  Thomas  R. 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native  state  and  secured  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  there.  In  1831  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  McDonough 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account.  In  1856 
he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  over  two  thousand  acres 
of  land. in  one  tract  at  Burr  Oak  Grove,  west  of  Skidmore.  He  married  Mary 
McDonald,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county,  Kentucky,  on  November  20, 
1804.  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Mary  (Long)  McDonald.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Virginia  in  1773  and  died  in  1809,  while  her  mother,  who  was 
born  in  1774,  also  in  Virginia,  died  in  1851.  They  were  married  in  1790. 
Thomas  R.  Hays  and  his  wife  were  numbered  among  the  early  pioneers  of 
Nodaway  county,  and  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days  here.  The  country  at 
that  time  was  mostly  a  vast  untouched  prairie,  with  settlers  few  and  far  be¬ 
tween  and  they  were  eye  witnesses  of  the  wonderful  transformation  which 
took  place  here  during  the  subsequent  years.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  lived  faithful  and  consistent  Christian  lives. 
Thomas  R.  Hays  died  in  February,  1884.  They  became  the  parents  of 
eleven  children,  of  which  number  six  are  living.  They  are  briefly  mentioned 
as  follows : 

(  1)  Elizabeth  died  June  30,  1842,  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-two  years. 

(2)  Clarissa  P..  who  was  born  October  22,  1827,  spent  her  girlhood 
days  on  the  home  farm  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  and  on  September  7, 
1848,  she  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  John  Grigsby,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  awhile  at  Blandinsville, 
Illinois,  where  the  Captain  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  April  4, 
1859,  they  moved  to  Burr  Oak  Grove,  Nodaway  county,  where  they  made 
their  future  home.  Her  death  occurred  there  on  July  11.  1905.  She  was 
the  mother  of  three  children:  Laura.  B.,  born  August  28.  1863,  became  the 
wife  of  Frederick  C.  Barber,  whose  sketch  apears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and 
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her  death  occurred  on  December  4,  1903;  Elizabeth  M.,  born  January  1,  1849. 
died  September  1,  1849;  Lillie  C,  born  November  21,  1863,  died  on  Septem¬ 
ber  4.  1864. 

(3)  Ann  Maria,  born  February  23,  1829,  was  married,  on  January  5, 
1854,  to  A.  M.  Costen,  and  died  June  15,  1855,  leaving  one  daughter,  Ann 
Maria.  Mrs.  Costen  was  reared  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  and  lived  at 
Blandinsville,  that  county,  until  her  death.  She  was  possessed  of  marked 
musical  talent,  being  a  singer  of  unusual  accomplishment.  Her  daughter, 
Ann  M.,  became  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Barber,  who  lives  on  a  farm  four  miles 
west  of  Skidmore,  and  they  have  six  children,  Lillie,  Lou,  Vera,  John, 
Alonzo  and  Frank. 

(4)  Isabella  U.  and  (5)  Mary  F.,  twins,  were  born  April  5,  1832. 
Mary  married  J.  E.  Hudson,  of  Blandinsville,  Illinois,  and  in  1866  they  came 
to  Savannah,  Missouri,  where  he  established  a  hardware  business.  In  March, 
1868.  they  moved  to  Maryville,  this  county,  where  he  continued  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  business  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Hudson  died  in  November,  1907,  at 
Maryville.  She  was  the  mother  of  two  sons  and  three  daughters,  George  T., 
Alice.  Lillie,  Lillis  and  Ernest.  Of  these,  Lillis  died  in  childhood,  and  George 
died  at  the  age  of  about  twenty-four  years.  Alice  married  W.  W.  Wooley 
and  resides  in  Maryville,  her  husband  having  now  been  dead  several  years. 
She  has  a  daughter,  Marie.  Lillie  married  Charles  Ferril  and  lives  on  a  farm 
near  Plattsburg,  Missouri.  Ernest  is  living  in  Maryville  with  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Wooley,  and  was  engaged  in  the  laundry  business  there  several  years.  Isa¬ 
bella  U.  Hays  lived  at  Burr  Oak  Grove  from  1859  till  1910,  but  now  lives  at 
Skidmore  with  her  brother,  John  G.  She  was  never  married  and  her  edu¬ 
cation  was  obtained  in  the  schools  of  Illinois.  She  carefully  looked  after  the 
welfare  and  comfort  of  her  parents,  whose  last  days  were  made  more  pleas¬ 
ant  because  of  her  ministrations. 

(6)  William  R.  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  on  September 
27.  1834.  He  spent  his  boyhood  days  and  received  his  education  in  his  native 
county,  attending  college  in  Fulton  county,  that  state,  in  1855-6.  In  1857  he 
clerked  for  his  father  in  the  latter's  store  at  Blandinsville,  and  in  the  following 
year,  in  company  with  John  Grigsby,  A.  M.  Coston  and  James  T.  Hays, 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  eighteen  hundred  acres  of 
land.  He  came  here  with  his  parents  in  the  spring  of  1859  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  following  year  he  returned  to  McDonough  county,  where,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Campanv  F,  Eleventh  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer 
Cavalry.  With  his  command  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
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and  then,  from  June,  1862,  until  January,  1863,  he  was  on  detached  duty. 
On  January  5,  1863,  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  was  confined  in  the  notorious 
Libby  prison  until  May  7,  following,  when  he  was  exchanged  and  returned  to 
his  regiment.  When  he  was  mustered  out,  in  July,  1865,  he  had  risen  by 
successive  promotions  to  the  rank  of  major  of  his  regiment.  In  1865  he 
moved  to  Nodaway  county  and  acquired  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres 
of  fine  land.  On  December  30,  1863,  William  R.  Hays  married  Lucy  E. 
Kirk,  who  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  May  9,  1840,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Coe)  Kirk.  Her  father  was  born  November  24, 
1791,  in  Marion  county,  Kentucky,  and  died  November  11,  1856,  while  her 
mother,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  on  June  19,  1797,  died  August  1,  1863. 
They  were  married  on  March  9,  1815,  and  settled  in  Marion  county,  Kentucky, 
subsequently  moving  to  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  where  they  spent  the 
rest  of  their  days.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays  have  been  born  five  children,  as 
follows:  Arthur  G.,  born  October  25,  1864;  Juliet  M.,  born  July  2,  1867; 
Mary  Ada,  born  September  30,  1869;  Harriet  M.,  born  July  7,  1872,  and 
Richard  K.,  born  September  27,  1875.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Hays  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  while  religiously,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  church.  Mrs.  Hays  died  in  April,  1902.  Mr.  Hays  and 
family  moved  to  Ray,  Colorado,  in  1885,  and  to  Denver  in  1898,  where  he 
still  resides,  his  three  daughters  making  their  home  with  him.  He  owns  a 
ranch  of  twelve  hundred  acres  south  of  Ray,  which  is  operated  by  his  son, 
Richard  K.  The  other  son,  Arthur  G.,  died  about  1889. 

(7)  James  T.,  who  lives  in  Maryville,  is  represented  elsewhere  in  this 
work  by  a  personal  sketch. 

(8)  Martha  Jane,  who  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  on 
December  20,  1840,  was  married,  on  March  15,  1866,  to  H.  H.  Costen.  Mr. 
Cotsen  was  also  a  native  of  McDonough  county,  but  came  to  Missouri  prior 
to  the  Civil  war.  He  enlisted  in  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Missouri  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  marriage 
to  Martha  Hays  occurred  in  Nodaway  county  and  after  that  event  they  went 
to  Kansas,  going  to  Colorado  a  few  years  later,  now  living  at  Ray,  that  state. 
They  have  had  four  children,  namely:  Edith  and  Mabel,  who  are  both  mar¬ 
ried  and  living  near  Ray,  Colorado;  Rolla,  deceased,  and  Richard. 

(9)  Joseph  and  ( 10)  John  G.,  twins,  were  born  August  28,  1844,  in 
McDonough  county,  Illinois.  They  came  to  Nodaway  county  in  1859  and 
have  resided  here  ever  since.  During  the  Civil  war  Joseph  was  a  member  of 
the  Forty-eighth  Missouri  Regiment  and  after  his  discharge  from  the  army 
he  followed  farming  at  Burr  Oak  Grove,  Monroe  township,  for  many  years. 
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John  G.  also  farmed  and  raised  stock  all  his  life,  accumulating  about  a 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  Nodaway  county.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Illinois,  supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  a  college  at  Clarinda, 
Iowa,  and  a  commercial  course  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  He  made  his  home 
at  Burr  Oak  over  fifty  years,  from  1859*  to  I9IO>  and  in  the  latter  year  he 
and  his  sister  Isabella  moved  to  Skidmore,  where  they  now  reside.  He,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  members  of  the  family,  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

(11)  Marcus  Lafayette,  the  youngest  son  of  Thomas  R.  Hays,  was 
born  March  4,  1849,  and  died  on  February  3,  1855. 

When  the  members  of  the  Hays  family  came  to  Missouri,  they  had 
bought  a  partly  finished  log  house,  the  party  who  contracted  to  finish  it  not 
having  completed  his  work.  The  members  of  the  family  who  came  overland 
reached  the  house  on  a  snowy,  blustery,  winter  day  and  were  compelled  to 
chink  the  house  with  hay  in  order  to  protect  themselves  from  the  chilly  drafts 
which  prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  little  house.  Some  of  the  members  of 
the  family  came  to  their  new  home  by  water,  going  down  the  Mississippi  river 
to  St.  Louis  and  thence  up  the  Missouri  river  to  St.  Joseph.  In  breaking  the 
land  the  first  year  they  used  twenty-four-inch  plows,  each  of  which  was 
pulled  by  twelve  head  of  oxen.  During  this  period,  John  G.  Hays  was  both¬ 
ered  a  good  deal  by  rheumatism,  in  consequence  of  which  he  rode  one  of  the 
plows  and  dropped  corn.  They  were  rewarded  with  a  splendid  crop  of  sod 
corn  and  also  had  a  fine  crop  of  watermelons.  Those  who  were  employed  in 
the  farm  work  spent  the  first  four  months  in  the  little  log  cabin,  while  the 
other  members  of  the  family  resided  at  Fillmore,  until  lumber  and  timber 
could  be  cut  for  a  house,  the  same  being  hauled  from  Fillmore  to  Burr  Oak 
Grove,  where  the  house  was  built.  Those  were  strenuous  days,  hard  work- 
being  the  rule,  but  in  the  course  of  time  their  efforts  were  rewarded  and 
their  land  is  now  in  the  list  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  The  members 
of  the  Havs  family  contributed  in  a  definite  way  to  the  development  of  this 
section  of  the  county  and  among  its  sterling  pioneers  they  occupied  a  con¬ 
spicuous  position. 


JOHN  W.  THOMAS. 

One  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Monroe  township,  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  is  John  W.  Thomas,  who  is  numbered  among  the  enterprising  and 
successful  farmers  and  business  men  of  the  community.  His  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  William  Thomas,  was  a  full-blooded  Frenchman.  The  subject's  par- 
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ents  were  Milam  and  Eliza  (McMurtry)  Thomas.  Eliza  McMurtry  was  a 
native  of  Indiana  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  McMurtry.  Her  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  Illinois,  and  at  one 
time  his  wife  took  her  children  out  into  the  brush  about  ten  miles  from  Gales¬ 
burg.  in  order  to  escape  from  hostile  Indians,  and  there  they  remained  over 
night  in  a  soaking  rain,  from  the  effects  of  which  exposure  the  mother’s  death 
was  hastened.  Milam  Thomas  was  a  son  of  William  Thomas  and  was  born 
in  Covington,  Ohio.  Subsequently,  he  moved  to  Knox  county,  Illinois, 
where  occurred  his  marriage  to  Eliza  McMurtry.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  besides  one  son,  David,  that  died 
in  infancy.  Of  these  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth. 

John  W.  Thomas  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  in  Knox  county, 
Illinois,  where  his  birth  had  occurred  on  August  7,  1855,  and  he  secured  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  For  about  a  year  after  his  marriage,  which 
occurred  in  1876,  he  remained  on  his  father's  farm,  and  then  bought  another 
farm  in  the  same  county,  where  he  remained  until  1889.  He  then  removed 
to  Afton,  Union  county,  Iowa,  where  the  subject  bought  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  farm  land  three  miles  west  of  that  town.  There  he  lived  un¬ 
til  1900,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Lone  Tree,  Cass  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  bought  another  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  where  he 
remained  until  1906,  when  he  came  to  Skidmore.  Here  the  subject 
invested  in  business  and  residence  properties  and  has  also  to  a  limited  extent 
followed  farming.  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  energetic  in  his  business  affairs 
and  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success,  so 
that  now  he  is  able  to  abstain  from  the  hard  manual  labor  which  character¬ 
ized  his  earlier  years.  His  attention  is  given  to  his  properties  and  he  is 
numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  community. 

In  the  spring  of  1876  Mr.  Thomas  married  Mary  Jane  Melton,  the 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Ruth  (Condrey)  Melton,  her  birth  having  occurred  in 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  about  seven  miles  from  the  birth-place  of  her  husband. 
To  the  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children,  two  sons  and  a 
daughter,  namely:  Florence  Ada  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Hopkins,  of  Kansas 
City,  and  they  have  two  sons,  Harold  and  Raymond;  Clarence,  who  is  men¬ 
tioned  elsewhere  in  this  work,  is  engaged  in  business  in  Skidmore;  John 
Roland  remains  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Thomas  has  always  been  aligned  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  while  living  in  Cass  county  he  served  as  township  trustee.  He 
takes  an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  educational  affairs  and  is  now 
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serving  efficiently  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  at  Skidmore.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while  his  religious 
membership  is  with  the  Baptist  church,  of  which  his  wife  also  is  a  member. 
Mr.  Thomas  is  a  gentleman  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  because  of  his 
genuine  worth  he  enjoys  the  good  will  and  respect  of  the  entire  community 
in  which  he  lives. 


CORNELIUS  HOBLITZELL. 

Among  the  substantial  citizens  and  well-known  business  men  of  Skid¬ 
more,  none  occupies  a  higher  position  in  public  esteem  than  does  the  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  these  paragraphs.  He  is  a  native 
son  of  Missouri,  having  been  born  in  Platte  county,  on  January  10,  1841. 
He  is  a  son  of  Adrian  and  Elizabeth  (Dorland)  Hoblitzell,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Cumberland  county,  Maryland,  coming  to  Missouri 
in  1840;  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  In  their  childhood  both  of 
these  parents  accompanied  their  respective  families  to  Crestline,  Ohio,  where 
they  were  reared  and  eventually  married.  The  Hoblitzell  family  has  included 
many  noted  railroad  men.  William  Hoblitzell,  the  subject’s  uncle,  who  was 
an  operator  on  Wall  street,  cleared  a  million  dollars  in  one  day,  only  to  lose 
that  much  the  next  day.  Other  members  of  this  family  were  among  the 
promoters  of  the  New  York  subway  and  constructed  a  railroad  through  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  while  still  others  are  prominent  citizens  of  Baltimore. 
Maryland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  three  years  of  his  childhood  on 
the  Platte  county  farm,  at  the  end  of  which  period  the  family  removed  to 
Holt  county,  this  state,  where  they  resided  many  years.  In  1856  the  family 
removed  to  Nebraska,  which  was  their  home  until  1862,  when  they  returned 
to  Holt  county,  Missouri,  the  subject  remaining  in  Nebraska.  His  father 
had  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Nemaha  county,  that  state,  and  after¬ 
wards  bought  enough  more  to  make  his  holdings  about  one  thousand  acres. 
During  that  time  the  father  laid  out  the  town  of  Brownsville  and  brought 
the  first  steam  ferry  boat  there  to  transport  passengers  and  freight  across  the 
Missouri  river.  Cornelius  Hoblitzell  bought  a  good  farm  in  Nebraska  after 
his  parents  left  that  state  and  devoted  himself  for  a  while  to  agriculture.  He 
was  married  while  there  and  in  the  spring  of  1862  he  and  his  wife  came' to 
Missouri,  locating  in  Holt  county,  where,  at  Craig,  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  That  was  a  fortunate  enterprise,  as  during  the  following  seven 
years  he  cleared  thirty-six  thousand  dollars.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
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sold  his  business  and  engaged  in  dealing  in  Kansas  City  real  estate.  Six  years 
later  he  again  went  into  the  lumber  business,  this  time  at  Oregon  and  Forest 
City.  Subsequently,  he  went  to  Mound  City,  where  he  engaged  in  business 
awhile,  and  then  located  at  Rockport,  where  he  conducted  a  lumber  yard  and 
also  engaged  in  the  piano  business.  He  resided  at  Rockport  eight  years  and 
then,  in  April.  1906,  he  came  to  Skidmore,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the 
music  business,  enjoying  a  splendid  patronage. 

In  1861  Mr.  Hoblitzell  married  Amanda  M.  Combs,  the  daughter  of 
Jefferson  and  Jane  (Swan)  Combs.  Mrs.  Hoblitzell  was  born  in  Bureau 
county,  Illinois,  and  was  there  reared  and  received  her  education.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hoblitzell  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely :  Cora  B.  is  the 
wife  of  H.  F.  Allen,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  they  have  a  daughter,  Dale, 
who  recently  became  the  wife  of  L.  H.  Stubbs,  of  St.  Joseph;  Winnie  V.  is 
the  wife  of  H.  W.  Montgomery,  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  at  Skidmore 
and  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  William  Henry,  who  was 
born  January  3.  1881,  at  Craig,  Holt  county,  Missouri,  received  a  good, 
public  school  education,  having  attended  the  high  schools  at  Mound  City  and 
Skidmore,  is  assistant  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank  of  Skidmore, 
which  he  entered  in  May,  1896.  He  married  Julia  Cornett,  of 
Maryville,  and  they  have  two  children,  Adrian  C.  and  Margaret  Dale.  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Hoblitzell  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  his  religious  membership  is  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South. 

Cornelius  Hoblitzell  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  faith,  but  is  not  a 
politician  in  the  ordinary  acceptance  of  the  word,  though  he  takes  a  keen 
and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs.  While  living  at  Oregon  and  also 
at  Craig,  he  served  efficiently  as  a  member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  Skidmore  Lodge  No.  51 1,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  while  religiously,  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church,  to  which  they  are  liberal  givers.  He  is  a  genial  and  pleasant  gentle¬ 
man,  who  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  and  the  universal  respect  of  the  entire 
community. 


JAMES  ELMER  HART. 

Although  yet  a  young  man,  James  Elmer  Hart  is  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  farmers  in  Monroe  township,  his  labors  having  been  directed  along 
lines  that  seldom  fail  to  bring  the  coveted  reward,  and  to  such  persistent 
workers  as  he  the  future  must  necessarily  hold  much  in  store.  He  was  born 
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in  1871  in  Holt  county,  Missouri,  and  is  the  son  of  John  Wesley  and  Sarah 
(Smithers)  Hart;  the  former’s  mother  was  a  Harris  before  her  marriage  and 
Sarah  Smithers  was  the  daughter  of  Norris  Smithers.  James  E.  Hart  is  the 
oldest  of  a  family  of  five  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  he  has 
two  sisters  living,  Fannie  Dale  and  Annie  Dell;  the  former  married  Arthur 
Wellington  and  lives  in  Holt  county,  while  the  latter  married  Harry  Barrett 
and  lives  in  Skidmore. 

James  E.  Hart  spent  most  of  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm  in  Holt 
county.  When  he  was  about  fourteen  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Atchison 
county,  and  when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old  he  worked  out  for  about  a 
year.  He  was  married  in  1892  to  Belle  Keever,  a  native  of  Randolph  county, 
Indiana,  and  the  daughter  of  Elias  and  Malinda  (Hunt)  Keever.  She  came 
here  with  her  parents  in  1880  and  located  in  Atchison  county. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  moved  to  Andrew  county, 
where  they  remained  one  year,  then  came  back  to  Atchison  county  and  fol¬ 
lowed  farming  there  about  four  years.  Then  they  moved  to  the  west  part 
of  Monroe  township,  Nodaway  county,  and  bought  a  farm,  living  there 
eight  years.  Selling  out  in  1907,  Mr.  Hart  bought  a  quarter  section  in  sec¬ 
tion  thirty-one,  northwestern  part  of  Monroe  township,  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides,  having  a  well  tilled  and  productive  farm  and  a  good  home. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart,  namely:  Hazel 
Naomi,  Grace  Opal,  James  Harold,  John  Elias  and  Forest  Donald. 

Mrs.  Hart’s  father,  Elias  Keever,  was  born  in  Ohio.  His  parents  were 
Stephen  and  Mary  (Cramer)  Keever,  both  also  natives  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Hart's 
mother,  Malinda  (Hunt)  Keever,  was  the  daughter  of  Miles  Hunt,  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  Mary  (Botkin)  Hunt,  of  Tennessee. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  in  which 
they  take  considerably  more  than  a  passing  interest,  as  they  do  in  all  move¬ 
ments  for  the  uplifting  and  betterment  of  their  community. 


HIRAM  W.  MONTGOMERY. 

The  life  history  of  him  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  closely  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  history  of  Skidmore.  His  life  has  been  one  of  untiring  activity 
and  has  been  crowned  by  a  degree  of  success  attained  only  by  those  who 
devote  themselves  indefatigably  to  the  work  before  them.  He  is  of  a  high 
type  of  business  man,  and  none  more  than  he  deserves  a  fitting  recognition 
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among  those  whose  energies  and  abilities  have  achieved  results  that  are  most 
enviable  and  commendable. 

Hiram  W.  Montgomery,  who  holds  the  responsible  position  of  cashier 
of  the  Farmers’  Bank  at  Skidmore,  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Buckeye  state, 
having  been  born  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  on  July  14,  1868.  He  is  a  son 
of  Robert  and  Frances  S.  (White)  Montgomery.  Robert  Montgomery  was 
born  at  Bangor,  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  and  he  became  an  orphan  at  an  early 
age.  His  father,  who  was  of  Irish  birth,  was  a  Scotch  Covenanter  in  re¬ 
ligious  belief,  while  his  mother,  who  was  of  Scotch  birth,  bore  the  family 
name  of  Campbell.  In  1856,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  Robert  Montgom¬ 
ery  came  to  America,  alone,  and  at  once  went  to  Jackson  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  an  iron  smelting  furnace.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  sent  for  the  other  members  of  his  family,  who  also  located  in 
Ohio.  Mr.  Montgomery  served  through  the  Civil  war  and  became  a  dis¬ 
patch  officer  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  George  E.  Morgan.  He  married  Frances 
S.  White,  and  they  lived  in  Jackson  county,  Ohio,  until  1871,  when  they 
came  to  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Montgomery  went  into  the  bank  at  Oregon,  Holt 
county,  it  having  been  organized  a  few  months  before  by  a  Mr.  Zook  and 
being  the  pioneer  bank  of  that  county.  It  subsequently  became  known  as  the 
Montgomery  &  Roecker  Bank,  and  so  continued  until  1904,  when,  after  thirty- 
three  years  of  active  banking,  Robert  Montgomery  retired.  He  and  his  wife 
are  now  living  at  Oregon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  by  his  parents  at  Oregon,  and 
secured  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools,  being  a  graduate  of 
the  high  school  at  Oregon,  after  which  he  was  for  three  years  a  student  in 
the  Kansas  State  University.  On  leaving  college,  he  returned  to  Oregon  and 
entered  his  father's  bank,  where  he  remained  five  years,  gaining  valuable 
experience  and  training  under  the  tutelage  of  experienced  heads.  In  Octo¬ 
ber,  1892,  Mr.  Montgomery  came  to  Skidmore  and  accepted  the  position  of 
cashier  of  the  Farmers'  Bank,  this  being  but  two  months  after  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  bank,  and  he  has  held  this  responsible  position  continuously  since. 

The  Farmers’  Bank  was  organized  in  1882  by  Nash  &  Dyke,  and  on 
May  14,  1892,  it  was  sold  to  William  J.  Skidmore.  On  August  16th  of  the 
same  year  the  title  of  the  institution  was  changed  to  that  of  the  Farmers’ 
Bank,  having  been  reorganized  by  R.  M.  Stevenson.  It  was  then  a  state 
bank,  with  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  a  surplus  of  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  In  1904  Mr.  Stevenson  sold  his  interest  in  the  bank  to  Robert 
Montgomery  and  H.  W.  Montgomery,  the  present  owners.  The  present 
officers  are  Robert  Montgomery,  president ;  H.  W.  Montgomery,  cashier,  and 
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W.  H.  Hoblitzell,  assistant  cashier.  The  active  management  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  rests  largely  on  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  to  his  sound  judgment 
and  business  ability  much  of  its  success  is  due.  The  bank  is  one  of  the  solid 
and  influential  financial  institutions  of  this  part  of  the  county,  and  has  at  all 
times  commanded  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  community,  with  whom 
it  has  enjoyed  a  good  patronage.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  genial  and  courteous 
in  his  dealings  with  the  patrons  of  the  bank,  and  is  as  accommodating  as 
good  business  judgment  will  permit. 

On  September  16,  1891,  Mr.  Montgomery  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Minnie  Hoblitzell,  the  daughter  of  Cornelius  Hoblitzell,  whose  sketch  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  four  children,  namely:  Frances,  Neal,  Hiram  and  Eleanor. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Skidmore.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  they  are  generous 
supporters.  His  splendid  personal  qualities  have  gained  for  Mr.  Montgom¬ 
ery  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends,  and  he  is  well  liked  throughout  the 
community. 


WILLIAM  GLAZE. 

A  citizen  of  the  United  States  can  wear  no  greater  badge  of  honor  than 
the  distinction  of  having  served  the  government  in  the  four  years  of  war 
between  the  states.  To  the  once  large  but  now  rapidly  diminishing  army 
that  followed  “Old  Glory”  on  many  bloody  fields  in  the  sunny  South,  crushed 
the  armed  hosts  of  treason  and  re-established  upon  a  firm  and  enduring 
foundation  the  beloved  government  of  our  fathers,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
belonged. 

William  Glaze  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Hoosier  state,  having  been 
born  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  on  May  10,  1834.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Sophia  Glaze,  natives  of  Ohio,  who  removed  to  Indiana  in  1824,  cleared 
land  and  developed  a  good  farm,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  the 
father  dying  there  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  the  mother  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five.  The  subject  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  when  he  took  up  farm  work  in  Minnesota,  where  he 
remained  until  twenty-six  years  old.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana  and  bought 
a  farm,  which  he  operated  for  over  twenty-two  years.  His  wife’s  mother 
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made  her  home  with  him  until  her  death.  In  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  Glaze  sold 
the  old  home  farm  and  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  ten  acres  of  land  in  Polk  township,  six  miles  northwest  of  Mary¬ 
ville,  for  which  he  paid  thirty-five  dollars  an  acre,  it  being  an  improved  prop¬ 
erty,  and  he  devoted  himself  to  its  operation  during  the  following  six  years. 
He  then  sold  that  place  and  bought  an  eighty-acre  farm  nearby,  to  which  he 
devoted  his  attention  unremittingly  and  with  a  good  measure  of  success 
until  1904,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Maryville  to  reside.  He  bought 
property  on  Mulberry  street,  which  he  remodeled  and  developed  into  a  very 
attractive  and  comfortable  residence,  and  here  he  is  spending  his  declining 
years,  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  rest  which  is  the  just  reward  of  long  years 
of  honest  toil.  During  his  active  years  he  gave  his  attention  to  a  general  line 
of  farming  and  stock  raising,  and,  being  thoroughly  practical  and  progressive 
m  his  methods,  he  has  prospered  in  his  efforts. 

One  chapter  in  the  life  of  the  subject  should  receive  specific  mention. 
The  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  in  the  Southland  had  awakened  his  patriotic 
impulses,  and  on  May  27,  1862,  he  enlisted  for  the  three-months  service  in 
the  Fifty-fifth  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  most  of  his  service 
being  in  Kentucky  and  as  guard  of  prisoners  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  In 
1864  he  again  enlisted,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Thirty -third  Regiment, 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  joining  his  command  at  Goldsboro,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Subsequently,  with  this  command  he  marched  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
a  distance  of  four  hundred  miles,  averaging  thirty-eight  miles  a  day  on  this 
trip.  On  reaching  Washington  he  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review,  one  of  the 
grandest  military  pageants  in  the  world’s  history.  Mr.  Glaze  was  prevented 
from  taking  part  in  Sherman's  victorious  march  to  the  sea  only  by  a  railroad 
wreck  that  prevented  the  transportation  of  part  of  the  regiment.  After  the 
Grand  Review  the  command  was  sent  by  the  way  of  Cincinnati  to  join  Sher¬ 
man,  and  took  part  in  the  march  up  through  the  Carolinas.  He  received  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Louisville,  Kentucky,  July  3,  1865,  and  at  once  re¬ 
turned  to  his  farm  work.  Mr.  Glaze  thus  put  in  about  thirteen  months  of 
actual  field  service,  and  at  the  battle  of  Nashville  his  regiment  was  assigned 
to  the  skirmish  line,  which  inaugurated  that  important  battle.  Mr.  Glaze 
was  a  faithful  and  valiant  soldier  and  performed  his  full  part  in  the  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  rebellion  and  the  maintenance  of  the  national  integrity  and 
honor.  Because  of  his  military  service  he  is  now  an  honored  member  of 
Sedgwick  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Maryville. 

On  March  1,  i860,  in  Jefferson  county,  Indiana,  Mr.  Glaze  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Nancy  S.  Warfield,  a  native  of  that  county,  and  they  be- 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


699 


came  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Lydia  Sophia,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years;  John  Thomas  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Benja¬ 
min  Francis  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  James  William  died  at  the 
age  of  four  years ;  George  E.  is  a  successful  dentist  at  Craig,  FTolt  county, 
Missouri;  Mary  Ann  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Fisher,  a  farmer  in  Polk  town¬ 
ship,  this  county. 

Public  spirited  and  large  hearted,  Mr.  Glaze  has  given  his  earnest  sup¬ 
port  to  every  movement  which  has  promised  to  benefit  the  people  generally, 
morally,  educationally  or  materially,  and  because  of  his  sterling  qualities  and 
upright  life  he  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  and  his  wife  are 
faithful  and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


WILLIAM  SHARP. 

The  general  public  has  ever  taken  pleasure  in  tracing  the  history  of  a 
man  who  started  on  life's  career  handicapped  in  many  ways,  but  who,  not¬ 
withstanding  innumerable  obstacles,  pushed  forward  manfully  and  finally 
reached  the  goal  of  success.  Mr.  Sharp  is  too  well  known  in  Monroe  town¬ 
ship  to  need  a  formal  introduction  to  the  people  of  that  locality.  Eminently 
a  self-made  man,  having  carved  his  own  way  in  the  world,  honestly  earning 
every  dollar  in  his  possession,  he  is  now  numbered  with  the  respected  citizens 
of  the  township,  and  is  eminently  deserving  of  representation  in  a  work  of 
this  character. 

William  Sharp  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  on  March  25, 
1853,  an<l  1S  a  son  Daniel  and  Melinda  (Keck)  Sharp.  These  parents 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  in 
an  early  day,  and  here  followed  farming.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  a  mere  lad,  the  family  came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  in  the  south¬ 
east  part  of  Green  township,  where  the  father  bought  a  farm.  A  few  years 
later  he  sold  this  farm  and  moved  to  the  north  part  of  Monroe  township, 
locating  on  the  farm  adjoining  that  on  which  stood  the  Albright  school 
house.  There  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their  years.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  which  number  three  died  in  childhood,  the 
living  children  being  briefly  mentioned  as  follows :  Isaac  lives  near  Hub¬ 
bard,  Nebraska;  George  lives  near  Quitman,  Green  township,  this  county; 
Monroe  has  resided  in  Nebraska,  but  expects  soon  to  locate  at  Maryville, 
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this  county;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Linville,  of  Green  township;  Eliza 
Missouri  is  the  wife  of  Clark  Harris,  of  Quitman,  this  county;  Hemy 
Powell  lives  near  Hubbard,  Nebraska;  Evan  is  the  wife  of  Fremont  Smith 
and  lives  in  Canada. 

William  Sharp  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  received  a  limited  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  He  started  early  in  life  on  his, own  account, 
working  out  by  the  day.  Though  his  wages  were  not  large,  he  was  wisely 
economical,  and  eventually  he  started  farming  operations  on  a  rented  farm. 
He  followed  this  plan  about  four  years,  meeting  with  fair  success,  and  then 
he  and  his  oldest  brother  bought  forty  acres  of  land  in  partnership  and 
farmed  together  during  the  following  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  period 
Mr.  Sharp  bought  his  brother's  interest  in  the  place  and  farmed  it  on  his  own 
account  about  five  years  longer.  He  was  industrious  and  a  good  manager,  so 
that  when  he  sold  that  place  he  was  enabled  to  buy  eighty  acres  of  land  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  section  36,  in  Monroe  township.  He  located  at 
once  on  this  place  and  devoted  himself  to  its  cultivation,  with  a  gratifying 
measure  of  success  until  in  March,  1908,  when  he  bought  a  good  residence 
property  in  Skidmore  and  moved  to  that  town.  He  retains  his  land,  and 
from  it  receives  a  good  annual  income.  Mr.  Sharp  is  a  thoroughly  practical 
farmer  and  shrewd  business  man,  and,  though  not  favored  with  a  thorough 
education,  his  deficiency  in  this  line  has  been  more  than  made  up  by  a  large 
fund  of  good  common  sense,  and  he  has  at  all  times  enjoyed  a  good  reputation 
as  a  reliable  and  intelligent  man  of  affairs.  His  property  is  free  of  all  incum¬ 
brance  and  his  credit  is  the  very  best.  The  Golden  Rule  has  been  his  guide 
as  to  his  dealings  with  others,  and  he  has  gotten  along  amicably  with  all  with 
whom  he  has  dealt. 

On  January  1,  1890,  Mr.  Sharp  was  united  in  marriage  with  Laura  Lee 
Patton,  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Patton. 
To  this  union  has  been  born  a  son,  Clarence  Henry,  who  is  now  living  on  and 
operating  his  father’s  farm. 

Politically,  Mr.  Sharp  has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat,  but,  though  he  is 
deeply  interested  in  public  affairs,  he  is  no  politician,  nor  has  he  any  longings 
for  public  office.  In  1895  Mr.  Sharp  embraced  the  Christian  faith,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  an  earnest,  consistent  Christian,  one  of  his  chief  enjoy¬ 
ments  being  the  reading  of  God's  word.  He  and  his  wife  are  earnest  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South.  Sterling  qualities  of  man¬ 
hood  have  earned  for  Mr.  Sharp  the  good  opinion  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
he  has  many  warm  friends. 
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CHARLES  WESLEY  BARRETT. 

Among  the  many  successful  agriculturists  for  which  Monroe  township, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  is  noted,  none  stands  higher  in  general  public 
esteem  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and 
as  a  representative  citizen  of  his  community  he  is  eminently  deserving  of 
mention  in  a  work  of  this  character. 

Charles  W.  Barrett  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1854, 
and  is  a  son  of  Edmund  and  Matilda  (Taylor)  Barrett.  These  parents  were 
natives  of  England,  having  lived  in  a  small  town  four  miles  from  Steeple 
Ashton,  Lincolnshire.  The  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  John  Barrett,  was 
a  farmer  and  gardener  there  and  in  that  locality  he  spent  his  entire  life,  having 
owned  several  houses  in  the  village.  His  children  were  John,  Robert,  William, 
Eli,  Michael,  James,  Edmund  and  Susan,  the  wife  of  T.  Watts.  Of  these, 
Eli,  Michael,  Edmund  and  Ann  came  to  the  United  States.  The  subject’s 
mother  was  first  the  wife  of  his  father's  brother,  Michael  Barrett,  who  died 
soon  after  coming  to  the  United  States,  and  she  subsequently  became  the  wife 
of  Edmund  Barrett,  their  marriage  occurring  in  Warren  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  By  the  first  marriage,  she  became  the  mother  of  five  children,  namely: 
Reuben,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Mary,  the  wife  of  H.  Marsh,  died 
in  about  1898;  William,  who  resides  in  Pennsylvania;  Rhoda,  the  wife  of 
John  Howells,  died  in  the  fall  of  1909;  Simeon,  who  died  in  the  fall 
of  1908.  To  Edmund  and  Matilda  Barrett  were  born  the  following  children : 
Ellen,  who  lives  at  Sugar  Grove,  Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  is  the  widow 
of  A.  D.  Russell:  Sarah,  of  Monroe  township,  Nodaway  county,  is  the  widow 
of  R.  Russell;  Reuben,  of  this  county;  John,  James  E.,  Henry  T.  and  Robert 
are  successful  farmers  in  this  county;  Rose,  the  wife  of  E.  Abbott,  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  Charles  Wesley,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1832 
Edmund  Barrett  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  during  his  first  year 
here  he  was  employed  in  a  hotel  at  LTica,  New  York.  He  then  located  in 
Warren  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered 
land  and  improved  a  farm.  He  erected  a  commodious  residence  and  three 
large  barns,  making  of  the  place  one  of  the  finest  homesteads  in  that  locality. 
Here  his  family  were  reared  to  habits  of  industry  and  honesty  under  the  strict 
direction  and  influence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  for  many 
years  the  parents  were  active  and  faithful  members,  the  father  having  served 
as  a  class  leader.  Matilda  Barrett  died  on  this  homestead  on  October  10, 
1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  at  her  funeral  six  of  her  sons  acted 
as  pall  bearers,  tenderly  and  lovingly  bearing  her  body  to  its  last  resting  place. 
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After  the  death  of  his  devoted  companion  and  helpmeet,  Edmund  Barrett  sold 
the  farm  and  about  1892  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  and  thereafter  made  his 
home  with  his  children  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  February  26,  1896, 
at  the  age  of  eightv-eight  years  and  two  months.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that 
one  of  his  brothers,  John,  lived  to  attain  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred 
years  and  four  months,  while  another  brother,  Eli,  was  ninety-nine  years  old 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  other  members  of  this  family  having  also  attained 
to  advanced  ages. 

Charles  W.  Barrett  was  reared  on  the  old  homestead  in  Warren  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  schools  of  that  neighborhood  he  secured  a  good, 
practical  education.  In  about  1879  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  located  in  the  western  part  of  Monroe  township.  Two  years  later  he 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  improved  and  sold  it 
about  a  year  later.  He  then  went  to  Atchison  county,  this  state,  and  bought 
a  farm  about  nine  miles  west  of  Skidmore,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention 
until  1892,  when  he  came  to  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  and  lived  during  the  following  fifteen  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1907  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  7  and  eighty  acres  in  the  southwest  quarter  of 
section  5.  Later  he  sold  forty  acres  of  the  last  tract,  so  that  he  now  owns 
two  hundred  acres  of  fine  land  west  of  Skidmore.  He  is  a  thoroughly  prac¬ 
tical  farmer  and  has  maintained  his  several  properties  at  the  highest  standard 
of  agricultural  excellence,  earning  a  high  reputation  because  of  his  success  in 
his  line.  He  has  not  confined  his  efforts  to  any  particular  line,  but  has  raised 
all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country,  and  he  has  also  given  due 
attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  in  which  also  he  has  met  with  success. 
Because  of  his  ability  and  personal  worth,  he  has  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  full¬ 
est  confidence  of  the  people  with  whom  he  has  been  associated. 

On  March  13,  1890,  while  residing  in  Atchison  county,  this  state,  Mr. 
Barrett  was  married  to  Jennie  Elizabeth  Parrish,  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
Parrish,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children,  Amy,  Alma,  Alta,  Archie, 
Agnes  and  Alice,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Fraternally, 
Mr.  Barrett  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Skidmore,  and,  religiously,  he  and  his  wife 
are  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Joseph  V.  Parrish,  father  of  Mrs.  Barrett,  is  a  native  of  Kirklin,  Boone 
county,  Indiana,  where  he  was  born  on  June  10,  1839.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Nicholas  county,  Kentucky,  born  in  1818,  and  died  September  29,  1856. 
His  mother,  Ann  Ary  (Vogan)  Parrish,  was  born  in  1819  in  Fleming  county, 
Kentuckv.  Thev  were  married  in  Kentuckv,  and  then  settled  in  Boone  countv. 
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Indiana,  where  they  remained  until  1841.  In  that  year  they  removed  to 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  and  in  1844  to  Fulton  county,  that  state,  in  1847  to 
Fulton  county,  in  1850  to  Stark  county,  in.  1851  to  Montgomery  county,  and 
in  1854  they  returned  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Brown  county.  From  there  they 
went  to  Tippecanoe  county,  that  state,  in  1855,  and  there  the  father’s  death 
occurred.  With  an  older  brother,  Joseph  V.  Parrish  worked  at  the  black¬ 
smith’s  trade  and  thus  supported  his  widowed  mother  and  the  younger  chil¬ 
dren.  In  1857  the  mother  married  John  Hobbs.  Subsequently,  Joseph  Y. 
Parrish  moved  to  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  remaining  on  a  farm  there  until 
1859,  when  he  went  to  Stark  county,  Illinois.  A  short  time  afterwards,  how¬ 
ever,  he  returned  to  Harrison  county.  In  i860  he  went  to  Tippecanoe  county, 
Indiana,  where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade.  In  May,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  Grove,  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  New  Orleans 
and  others.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge  in  1863.  In  1867  he  began 
working  at  his  trade  at  Mt.  Moriah,  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  continuing 
until  1870,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  settled  on  a  farm  south  of 
Maryville.  In  1872  he  moved  to  Union  Valley  and  in  September,  1880,  he 
built  a  shop  at  Skidmore,  in  which  he  worked  until  September  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  year,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  J.  P.  Dike,  general  merchant.  Sub¬ 
sequently,  he  erected  another  shop,  which  he  ran  until  the  latter  part  of  1890, 
when  he  turned  it  over  to  his  son  and  retired  from  active  business,  living  at 
Skidmore  since  that  time  excepting  two  years  when  he  lived  in  the  country. 

On  July  27,  1864,  Mr.  Parrish  was  married  to  A.  E.  Hobbs,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  namely:  Arabelle,  Jennie  E., 
Lydia  E.,  James  F.,  Watie  A.,  Thomas  J.,  Mollie,  Grace,  Martha  and  Flor¬ 
ence.  Arabelle  married  Hamilton  K.  Deffenbaugh  and  lives  at  Wathena, 
Kansas,  being  the  parents  of  two  children,  Zula  and  Burman ;  Lydia  Ellen 
married  George  Manchester,  a  hardware  dealer  at  Skidmore :  Mary  E.  mar¬ 
ried  Alfred  Ross  Parshall  and  they  live  in  Nebraska;  Grace  Leon,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Howard  C.  Lyle  and  lives  in  Montana,  has  two  children ;  Martha  married 
Alfred  R.  Gill,  of  Sheridan,  Wyoming,  and  they  have  four  children,  Chloe, 
Thelma,  Glenn  and  Don;  Ruth  lives  in  Skidmore  with  her  parents;  J.  H.,  who 
was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  on  January  28,  1870.  He  learned  the 
blacksmith  trade  under  his  father,  beginning  at  the  age  of  thirteen  and  worked 
with  his  father  about  five  years,  from  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  on  his  own  account  at  Skidmore.  He  was  married  in  1892  to  Maggie  E. 
Gale,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Christena  (White)  Gale,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Alpha  Fay,  James  Alfred,  Bertha  Ann  and  Artie  Lee.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
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JAMES  E.  PIERPOINT,  M.  D. 

The  physician  who  would  succeed  in  his  profession  must  possess  many 
qualities  of  head  and  heart  not  included  in  the  curriculum  of  the  schools  and 
colleges  he  may  have  attended.  In  analyzing  the  career  of  the  successful 
practitioner  of  the  healing  art  it  will  invariably  be  found  to  be  true  that  a 
broad-minded  sympathy  with  the  sick  and  suffering  and  an  honest,  earnest 
desire  to  aid  his  afflicted  fellow-men  have  gone  hand  in  hand  with  skill  and 
able  judgment.  The  gentleman  to  whom  this  brief  tribute  is  given  fortunately 
embodies  these  necessary  qualifications  in  a  marked  degree  and  by  energy  and 
application  to  his  professional  duties  is  building  up  an  enviable  reputation  and 
drawing  to  himself  a  large  and  remunerative  practice. 

J.  E.  Pierpoint  was  born  at  Sistersville,  West  Virginia,  on  May  i,  1869, 
and  is  a  son  of  D.  C.  and  Ellen  E.  (McKay)  Pierpoint.  The  Pierpoints 
were  an  old  Virginia  family,  a  number  of  generations  having  resided  in  the 
Old  Dominion.  On  the  maternal  side  the  subject  is  descended  from  Scotch 
ancestry.  Doctor  Pierpoint  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old  and  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  common 
schools,  completing  his  classical  course  in  the  normal  college  at  Stansberry, 
Missouri,  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  at  his  graduation  in 
1894.  In  the  early  seventies  the  family  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
locating  near  what  was  then  called  Sweet  Home,  afterwards  Raven  wood. 
There  his  father  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  he 
still  owns,  though,  in  1898,  he  and  his  wife*  moved  to  Maryville,  where  they 
now  reside.  After  completing  his  classical  education,  the  subject  was  for 
two  years  engaged  in  teaching  school,  having  served  as  principal  of  the  schools 
at  Ravenwood.  Having  determined  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his  life 
work,  he  entered  the  Ensworth  Medical  College,  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1899  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
immediately  entered  upon  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at  Skidmore, 
and  during  the  subsequent  years  he  has  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  prac¬ 
tice.  In  1906  he  bought  the  drug  store  formerly  owned  by  Doctor  Shepard 
and  has  since  conducted  this  business  with  considerable  success.  He  has  in¬ 
vested  his  surplus  from  time  to  time  and  now  owns  several  business  and  res¬ 
idence  properties  in  Skidmore.  The  Doctor  is  a  careful  reader  of  the  best 
professional  literature  and  keeps  himself  in  close  touch  with  the  age  in  the 
latest  discoveries  pertaining  to  the  healing  art  and  has  met  with  marked  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  He  keeps  in  touch  with  his  professional 
brethren  through  his  membership  in  the  county,  state  and  national  medical 
associations. 
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In  the  spring  of  1891  Doctor  Pierpoint  married  Jessie  Bentley,  of  Con¬ 
cordia,  Kansas,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  Clara  and  James 
E.  Pierpoint,  Jr.  In  the  fall  of  1904  Mrs.  Pierpoint  met  with  a  tragic  death, 
being  killed  in  a  street  car  accident.  In  the  fall  of  1906  the  Doctor  married 
Mrs.  Fannie  B.  Haynes,  widow  of  the  late  T.  E.  Haynes,  formerly  a  suc¬ 
cessful  attorney  at  Skidmore.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Albright,  an  old  and  well  known  family  of  this  county,  and  is  a  popular 
woman  in  the  social  circles  in  which  she  moves. 

Doctor  Pierpoint  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  at  Skidmore.  He  has  also 
taken  the  Scottish  rite  degrees  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second,  holding 
membership  in  the  consistory  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  the  subordinate  lodge 
at  Skidmore,  and  the  encampment  of  Patriarchs  Militant  at  Burlington 
Junction,  while  he  has  membership  with  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  at  Maryville.  Large  hearted  and  companionable,  the  Doctor  enjoys 
a  large  circle  of  warm  and  loyal  friends,  who  esteem  him  highly  because  of 
his  genuine  worth. 


TURLEY  HENDERSON  COOK. 

In  one  of  the  most  exacting  of  all  callings  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  attained  distinction,  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  successful  teach¬ 
ers  in  the  county  of  Nodaway.  He  is  a  well-educated,  symmetrically  devel¬ 
oped  man,  his  work  as  an  educator  having  brought  him  prominently  to  the 
notice  of  the  public,  the  result  of  which  is  a  demand  for  his  services  where  a 
high  standard  of  professional  excellence  is  required.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
scholarly  tastes  and  studious  habits,  keeps  abreast  the  times  in  advanced  edu¬ 
cational  methods,  and  his  general  knowledge  is  broad  and  comprehensive. 

Turley  H.  Cook  was  born  at  Bedford,  Iowa,  on  October  9,  1870,  and 
is  a  son  of  Elder  L.  D.  and  Mary  J.  (Dunigan)  Cook.  At  the  age  of  two 
years  he  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Maryville,  and  shortly  afterwards 
they  located  on  a  farm  in  Green  township,  this  county,  and  there  he  grew  to 
manhood.  His  father  devoted  thirty  years  of  his  life  to  the  ministry,  his 
labors  ceasing  only  with  his  death,  which  occurred  on  August  11,  1894.  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  was  born  October  5,  1832,  in  Greene  county, 
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Tennessee,  and  on  May  17,  1862,  in  Iowa,  across  the  river  from  Platts- 
mouth,  Nebraska,  he  was  married  to  Mary  J.  Dunigan,  who  was  born  on 
April  15,  1839,  in  Missouri.  At  the  age  of  about  thirty  years  he  began  his 
active  labors  in  the  ministry,  his  work  being  confined  largely  to  northwestern 
Missouri  and  southern  Iowa.  He  was  pastor  at  Maryville  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  accomplished  much  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  church  and  the 
advancement  of  the  best  moral  interests  of  the  community.  He  was  a  force¬ 
ful  and  effective  public  speaker,  and  because  of  his  high  character,  eminent 
ability  and  earnest  efforts  he  won  the  highest  respect  from  all  who  knew  him. 
Though  he  later  retired  to  a  farm  for  residence,  he  never  relinquished  his 
efforts  for  the  advancement  of  his  Master's  kingdom  on  earth,  and  was  ever 
a  potent  influence  for  good  wherever  he  went.  Elder  L.  D.  and  Mary  J. 
Cook  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  one 
daughter  dying  in  infancy,  he  and  his  wife  also  having  had  children  by  for¬ 
mer  marriages*.  Of  the  children,  the  following  brief  mention  is  made:  L. 
C.  is  a  successful  attorney  at  Maryville;  Ellis  G.  is  an  attorney  and  is  now 
serving  as  principal  of  the  schools  at  Elmo,  this  county;  E.  Ova,  who  taught 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  schools  of  Nodaway  county,  is  now  principal 
of  a  school  in  Boise  City,  Idaho;  Walter  G.  is  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  this 
county;  Andrew  P.  is  a  barber  at  Maitland,  Missouri;  Ella  is  the  wife  of  S. 
A.  Cordell,  of  Boise  City,  Idaho;  Barton  R.,  a  former  teacher,  now  an  em¬ 
ploye  of  the  McNeal  &  Parcher  Lumber  Company,  of  Maryville;  Franklin  G., 
a  half-brother,  is  a  mechanic  at  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska:  William  F.,  also  a 
half-brother,  is  engaged  in  railroading  at  Grand  Junction,  Colorado:  the  sub¬ 
ject  has  also  two  half-sisters.  Mrs.  Mattie  A.  McNeff,  of  Chicago,  and  Lizzie, 
the  wife  of  Allen  Cates,  of  Chicago. 

Turley  H.  Cook  remained  on  the  home  farm  during  his  boyhood  years 
and  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  then  at¬ 
tended  one  year  in  the  public  schools  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  after  which  fol¬ 
lowed  a  course  in  the  high  school  at  Quitman,  this  county.  Then,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  he  began  teaching  school,  first  in  the  rural  and  village 
schools,  meeting  with  splendid  success  as  a  pedagogue,  and  during  the  ten 
years  he  was  so  engaged  he  served  as  principal  of  the  schools  at  Skidmore. 
Quitman,  Clearmont  and  Elmo.  Feeling  the  need  of  higher  training,  he 
entered  the  Stanberry  Normal  School,  where  he  graduated  with  the  class  of 
1904.  He  made  a  splendid  record  and  upon  his  graduation  he  was  offered 
and  accepted  the  chairs  of  history  and  science  in  that  school,  retaining  these 
positions  during  the  following  three  years.  In  1907  he  was  induced  to  join 
the  facultv  of  the  Fifth  District  Normal  School  at  Marvville,  where  he  is 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


707 


now  giving  effective  and  appreciated  service  as  an'  instructor.  During  his 
first  year  there  he  was  assigned  to  the  science  department,  but  since  that  time 
he  has  held  the  chair  of  American  history.  Professor  Cook  has  for  many 
years  been  generally  recognized  as  an  educator  of  superior  ability  and  while 
teaching  in  the  common  schools  was  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  educa¬ 
tion,  being  also  a  popular  instructor  in  summer  institutes. 

On  August  8,  1893,  Professor  Cook  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  J. 
McKnight,  of  Quitman,  who  had  formerly  been  a  successful  teacher  and  who, 
after  their  marriage,  taught  with  him  for  a  time  in  the  Quitman  schools  and 
also  at  Skidmore.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  children  living  and  one  dead, 
namely:  Cleo  Dow.  Mabel  Grace  and  Inez  Roberta;  Leona  Ruth  died  at 
the  age  of  five  months. 

Fraternally,  Professor  Cook  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  while  his  religious  connection  is  with  the  Christian 
church,  with  the  various  interests  of  which  he  is  actively  identified,  being  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  school.  He  is  a  man  of  strong  social  qualities,  which 
have  gained  for  him  many  warm  friends,  and  by  all  who  know  him  he  is 
highly  respected  because  of  his  sterling  worth  and  high  character. 


WILLIAM  R.  LINVILLE. 

The  importance  that  attaches  to  the  lives,  character  and  work  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Nodaway  county  and  the  influence  they  have  exerted  upon 
the  cause  of  humanity  and  civilization  is  one  of  the  most  absorbing  themes 
that  can  possibly  attract  the  attention  of  the  local  historian.  If  great  and 
beneficent  results— results  that  endure  and  bless  mankind — are  the  proper 
measure  of  the  good  men  do,  then  who  is  there  in  the  world's  history  that 
may  take  their  place  above  the  hardy  pioneer?  To  point  out  the  way,  to 
make  possible  our  present  advancing  civilization,  its  happy  homes,  its  arts  and 
sciences,  its  discoveries  and  inventions,  its  education,  literature,  culture,  re¬ 
finement  and  social  life  and  joy,  is  to  be  the  truly  great  benefactors  of  man¬ 
kind  for  all  time.  This  was  the  great  work  accomplished  by  the  early  set¬ 
tlers  and  it  is  granted  by  all  that  they  budded  wiser  than  they  knew.  Though 
in  many  instances  they  realized  but  little  the  great  results  that  were  to  ulti¬ 
mately  crown  their  efforts,  yet,  with  a  patient  energy,  resolution  and  self- 
sacrifice  that  stands  alone  and  unparalleled,  they  worked  out  their  allotted 
tasks,  accomplishing  their  destinies  and  today  their  descendants  and  others 
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enjoy  the  fruitage  of  their  labors.  Prominent  among  the  worthy  representa- 
ties  of  the  pioneer  element  in  the  comity  of  Nodaway  is  the  well-known  gentle¬ 
man  to  a  review  of  whose  life  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  now  directed. 
For  many  years  William  R.  Linville  has  been  a  forceful  factor  in  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  county  and  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in 
a  work  of  this  character. 

Mr.  Linville  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  having  been  born  near  Barnard, 
Nodaway  county,  in  1848.  He  is  descended  from  sterling  pioneer  ancestry, 
his  paternal  grandfather.  Thomas  Linville,  and  two  brothers,  James  and 
Abraham,  having  come  to  this  state  from  eastern  Tennessee  about  1830.  It 
is  believed  that  the  family  previously  lived  in  North  Carolina.  They  located 
in  Jackson  county,  this  state,  Thomas  settling  on  Big  Blue  river,  between 
Independence  and  Kansas  City.  While  living  there,  the  latter  became  captain 
of  the  local  militia  company  and  while  leading  his  company  in  battle  with  the 
Mormons  at  Independence,  he  was  shot  and  killed.  The  vest  which  he  wore, 
containing  the  bullet-hole,  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants.  In  that 
same  battle  was  Robert  Patton,  the  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  who  was 
also  shot,  but  not  permanently  disabled.  After  the  death  of  Thomas  Linville, 
his  widow  and  children  moved  to  Platte  county,  where  they  remained  until 
1841,  when  they  came  to  Nodaway  county.  About  the  same  time  came  James 
and  Abraham  Linville  and  Robert  Patton  and  his  family.  Mrs.  Linville  and 
Robert  Patton  established  their  respective  homes  near  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Barnard,  the  locality  then  being  called  “The  Narrows.”  One  of  Mr.  Pat¬ 
ton’s  daughters  was  Martha,  who  was  born  about  four  miles  from  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  and  who  was  about  four  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Jack- 
son  county,  Missouri.  One  of  the  boys  in  the  Linville  family  was  Aaron  and 
he  and  Martha  were  playmates  from  childhood,  their  acquaintance  ripening 
into  love  and  terminating  in  their  marriage  in  1847,  after  they  had  located  in 
Nodaway  county.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children,  namely  :  William  R., 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  review;  Lucinda  Ann.  wife  of  James  Marion 
Bowlin,  of  Skidmore;  Joseph  Thomas,  residing  four  miles  northeast  of  Skid¬ 
more;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Thomas  Slaughter,  living  three  miles  northeast  of 
Skidmore;  Sarah  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edwin  Hornbuckle,  living  six  miles  west 
of  Pickering;  John  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  the  lively  business  at  Skidmore. 
Aaron  Linville  had  three  half-brothers,  William,  Thomas  and  James,  and  a 
half-sister,  Elizabeth.  The  latter  became  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Fox  and  they 
reared  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  are  dead  but  two.  Thomas  E.  Fox  and 
Mary,  who  married  James  Godsev. 

About  1850  Aaron  Linville  moved  his  family  to  a  farm  a  short  dis- 
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tance  south  of  Graham,  but  seven  or  eight  years  later  they  located  near  where 
now  stands  the  little  city  of  Skidmore.  In  August,  1861,  Aaron  Linville,  in 
obedience  to  his  honest  convictions,  enlisted' in  the  cause  of  the  South,  joining 
Captain  Lewis  Burris'  company.  They  were  first  sent  to  southern  Missouri, 
where  they  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Blue  Mills,  and  were  afterwards  in  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  this  state,  where  they  defeated  and  captured  General 
Mulligan.  The  following  winter  they  were  in  camp  at  Sarcoxie,  Missouri, 
and  while  there  Mr.  Linville  was  stricken  with  camp  fever  and  died  a  few 
days  later.  He  was  a  man  of  powerful  physique,  weighing  over  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  he  was  a  large-hearted  man,  who  had  the  kindest  feelings  for 
everyone,  being  always  ready  to  do  a  kind  act  when  opportunity  presented.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Maryville,  having 
previously  belonged  to  the  lodge  at  Graham.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  and  stood  high  in  the  communities  where  he  had  lived.  In  the 
spring  of  1865,  after  her  husband's  death,  Mrs.  Linville  and  her  children 
moved  to  Buchanan  county,  having  lost  the  home  farm  in  Nodaway  county. 
Three  years  later  they  returned  to  this  county  and  located  on  the  present 
homestead  near  Skidmore. 

William  R.  Linville  was  reared  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  in  Nod¬ 
away  county.  He  has  a  clear  recollection  of  the  primitive  conditions  which 
prevailed  here  then  and  his  reminiscences  are  extremely  interesting.  At  the 
time  the  family  came  here  there  was  much  wild  land  still  owned  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  open  for  settlement.  Neighbors  were  few  and  far  between,  and 
one  could  go  all  the  way  to  Maryville  and  not  pass  a  house  or  a  fence  until 
almost  to  the  town.  There  were  no  bridges  and  it  was  frequently  necessary 
to  go  around  the  head  of  a  stream.  Wild  turkeys  and  deer  were  numerous 
and  prairie  chickens  were  found  in  countless  numbers.  Elk  horns  were  scat¬ 
tered  over  the  country  and  old  buffalo  wallows  were  still  plainly  in  evidence. 
One  of  the  subject's  boyhood  memories  is  of  the  old  Erastus  Donning  grist 
mill,  that  stood  along  Nodaway  creek  near  Skidmore.  Mr.  Linville  frequently 
took  grain  there  in  a  sack  on  horseback  and  would  find  there  people  who  had 
come  many  miles  with  wagon  loads  of  grain,  for  several  families,  the  wagons 
being  drawn  over  the  rude  trails  by  four-  and  six-ox  teams.  These  customers 
would  be  compelled  to  go  into  camp  at  the  mill  and  wait  sometimes  a  week 
or  more  for  their  turn.  Mr.  Linville  received  his  education  in  a  typical  pio¬ 
neer  log-cabin  school  house,  in  which  the  teaching  methods  were  generally 
about  as  primitive  as  the  building  and  equipment.  The  subject  attended  the 
McDowell  school,  three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Skidmore.  In  considering 
the  matter  recently.  Mr.  Linville  disclosed  the  remarkable  fact  that  probably 
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eighty  per  cent,  of  his  schoolmates  of  fifty  years  ago  were  still  living  and 
most  of  them  manage  to  keep  in  touch  with  each  other.  After  the  death  of 
the  father  and  the  loss  of  the  farm,  the  family  were  put  to  sore  straits  and 
the  older  boys  were  compelled  to  do  a  man's  part  in  helping  to  provide  for 
the  younger  members  of  the  family  circle.  However,  they  did  this  with  a 
willingness  that  lightened  the  mother's  ldad  and,  despite  their  adverse  condi¬ 
tions.  the  home  was  a  happy  one. 

About  1869  Mr.  Linville  bought  forty  acres  of  land,  at  ten  dollars  an 
acre,  going  into  debt  for  half  this  purchase  price.  After  living  on  it  a  year, 
he  traded  it  for  an  eightv-acre  tract,  assuming  a  ten-per-cent,  mortgage.  In 
the  spring  of  1875  he  sold  the  latter  tract  and  bought  eighty  acres  three  miles 
east  and  a  mile  north  of  Skidmore,  where  he  lived  during  the  following  fifteen 
years,  during  which  time  he  greatly  improved  the  place,  paid  off  all  his  indebt¬ 
edness  and  saved  some  money  b.esides.  About  1890  he  bought  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  fine  farm  land  located  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Skidmore, 
which  was  his  home  during  the  following  two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  he  moved  to  Skidmore,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  and  his  sons, 
Aaron  and  William  S.,  are  associated  together  in  business  affairs,  owning 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  good  farming  land,  conservatively  estimated  to  be 
worth  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre.  In  addition  to  general  farming,  they  also 
raise  and  sell  considerable  livestock,  and  in  all  their  enterprises  they  have  met 
with  gratifying  success. 

In  April,  1904,  the  Bank  of  Skidmore  was  organized  under  the  banking 
laws  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  having  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Linville  and  his  sons  bought  stock  in  the 
bank  and  subsequently  increased  their  holdings,  so  that  they  now  own  the 
controlling  interest,  the  other  stockholders  being  Miss  Anna  Linville,  J.  F. 
Kellogg  and  G.  F.  Kellogg.  The  officers  of  the  bank  are  as  follows  :  President, 
William  R.  Linville;  vice-president,  Aaron  Linville;  cashier,  William  S.  Lin¬ 
ville  ;  assistant  cashier,  Anna  Linville.  This  bank  is  one  of  the  solid  and  in¬ 
fluential  financial  institutions  of  Nodaway  county  and  commands  the  un¬ 
bounded  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  community. 

In  1867,  when  about  eighteen  years  old,  Mr.  Linville  married  Sarah 
Jane  Kelley,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  and  at  the  age  of  two  years  was  brought 
to  Nodaway  county  by  her  parents,  Peter  and  Minerva  (Hedgpeth)  Kelley, 
her  future  home  being  within  a  mile  of  Skidmore  and  the  place  being  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Linville.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children,  of  whom 
two  died  in  infancy,  the  two  survivors  being  Aaron  and  William  S.  Aaron, 
who  lives  on  a  farm  onedialf  mile  northeast  of  Skidmore,  married  Mary 
Diss,  a  native  of  Nodaway  county  and  a  daughter  of  John  Diss,  a  retired 
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farmer  now  residing  at  Maryville.  They  have  three  children,  Charles  Everett, 
Sarah  Lucile  and  Francis  Aaron,  all  at  home.  William  S.  Linville,  cashier 
of  the  Bank  of  Skidmore,  lives  in  Maryville.  He  married  Celia  Rees,  the 
daughter  of  C.  J.  Rees,  a  successful  hardware  merchant  at  Burlington  Junc¬ 
tion,  this  county,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert  Lawrence.  Mrs.  Sarah  Lin¬ 
ville  died  in  the  fall  of  1881,  and  in  November,  1882,  Mr.  Linville  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Betty  Rogers,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  (Denton)  Rog¬ 
ers.  She  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Missouri,  and  was  living  there  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage,  her  parents  having  come  to  this  state  from  Tennessee.  Mrs. 
Linville’s  mother  and  two  brothers  and  a  sister  still  live  in  Carroll  county.  In 
August,  1884,  while  on  a  business  trip  to  Maryville,  Mr.  Linville  was  asked  if 
he  did  not  want  to  take  a  little  girl  to  raise.  The  child,  a  blue-eyed  girl  of  about 
five  years,  had  been  placed  by  someone  with  an  old  man  and  woman  for  tem¬ 
porary  keeping,  saying  she  would  be  called  for  in  about  two  weeks.  The  party 
to  whom  the  child  belonged  never  returned  for  her,  and  as  the  aged  couple 
with  whom  she  was  placed  were  in  very  humble  circumstances  they  desired 
to  place  her  where  she  could  be  properly  cared  for.  Mr.  Linville’s  heart 
warmed  to  the  child  and  he  took  her  home,  where  she  has  since  remained,  and 
Anna  Linville,  as  she  is  known,  has  received  the  same  care  and  attention  that 
would  be  given  to  an  own  child.  Foster  parents  and  child  have  always  been 
well  satisfied  with  the  arrangement  and  she  is  a  popular  member  of  the  social 
circles  in  which  she  moves.  Mrs.  Martha  Linville,  the  subject's  mother,  who 
makes  her  home  with  him,  is  an  active  woman,  despite  her  eighty-two  years, 
her  hearing  being  perfect  and  her  sight  as  good  as  the  average  person  of  fifty 
years.  She  is  a  woman  of  many  excellent  qualities  and  she  still  holds  to  the 
pioneer  virtue  of  caring  for  the  sick  and  unfortunate,  her  acts  of  kindness 
and  mercy  being  well  known  throughout  the  community.  She  has,  through  a 
long  life,  exercised  a  beneficent  influence  on  all  who  have  come  within  the 
range  of  her  acquaintance  and  she  is  honored  by  all.  Six  children,  twenty- 
nine  grandchildren  and  forty-five  great-grandchildren,  eighty  descendants  in 
all,  acknowledge  the  splendid  influence  which  has  come  over  their  lives  through 
the  right  precepts  she  has  given  them  by  word  and  example  and  her  presence 
is  a  benediction  wherever  she  is. 

William  R.  Linville  is  well  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  western 
part  of  Nodaway  county.  Born  in  a  pioneer  cabin  and  reared  amid  the  priva¬ 
tions  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  he  has  literally  carved  out  his  own  fortune. 
And  yet,  today  he  is  the  same  unassuming  and  unpretentious  man  he  was  in 
his  younger  days  when  he  was  struggling  to  get  a  start  in  life.  He  enjoys 
a  good  reputation  for  sound  business  judgment  and  his  advice  and  counsel 
are  valued  by  his  business  associates. 
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JOHN  GREENWELL  HONNOLD. 

A  biographical  history  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  would  be  incom¬ 
plete  were  there  failure  to  make  specific  mention  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch  and  who  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  closely  identified 
with  the  commercial  and  industrial  affairs  of  this  county.  Sterling  qualities 
of  character,  marked  business  ability  and  sound  judgment  were  the  concomi¬ 
tants  which  contributed  to  his  success  and  in  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Maryville,  in  1894.  the  entire  community  suffered  a  distinct  loss.  He  filled  a 
large  place  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him  and,  as  a  man  who  “stood  four 
square  to  every  wind  which  blows,”  he  enjoyed  in  a  large  degree  the  sincere 
respect  of  the  whole  community. 

John  Greenwell  Honnold  was  born  May  29,  1838,  near  Zanesville, 
Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son  of  James  Q.  and  Lavina  (Reasoner) 
Honnold.  James  Q.,  who  was  born  February  22,  1811,  also  in  Muskingum 
county,  Ohio,  was  the  son  of  Jacob,  who  was  the  son  of  William,  who  was 
the  son  of  Thomas,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  Honnold  family  in  America. 
On  attaining  mature  years,  James  O.  Honnold  became  a  farmer  in  Vinton 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  marriage 
to  Lavina  Reasoner  occurred  in  Muskingum  county,  that  state,  on  November 
6,  1834. 

John  G.  Honnold  remained  on  the  home  farm  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  completed  the  studies  of  the  common  schools  and  then  became  a 
student  in  the  Ohio  State  University,  at  Athens,  where  he  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  1861.  At  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  the  Southland  his  patriotic 
impulses  were  aroused  and  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Eighteenth  Regiment 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  throughout  the  war.  He 
endured  much  arduous  and  trying  service,  having  participated  in  twenty-one 
battles  and  skirmishes,  besides  the  many  trying  marches  which  characterized 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  At  the  battle  of  Lookout  Mountain  he  was  shot 
through  the  left  knee-cap  by  a  minie  ball,  which  crippled  him  for  life.  When 
wounded  he  was  the  first  lieutenant  and  had  been  commissioned  a  captain  for 
meritorious  conduct  in  the  service.  After  recovering  from  his  wound.  Cap¬ 
tain  Honnold  was  put  in  charge  of  the  commissary  department  at  Lookout 
Mountain,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered  appreciated  service.  He  was  hon¬ 
orably  discharged  from  the  service  in  September,  1864.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
he  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  coming  by  boat  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
After  remaining  a  year  at  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Honnold  went  to  Savannah,  this 
state,  and  shortly  afterwards  located  in  Grant  township,  Nodaway  county, 
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where  for  a  year  he  operated  a  saw-mill.  Then,  the  mill  having  been  destroyed 
by  fire,  he  moved  to  Bolckow,  where  during  the  following  three  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1881  Mr.'  Honnold  came  to  Maryville  and 
accepted  the  position  of  bookkeeper  in  the  First  National  Bank,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1885.  He  then  again  turned  his  attention  to  the  lumber  business 
and  during  the  two  following  years  he  was  engaged  in  traveling,  promoting 
this  line  of  business.  During  that  period  he  established  lumber  yards  at  vari¬ 
ous  points  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Iowa  and  Missouri,  and  among  the  plants 
established  by  him  was  the  one  at  Ravenwood,  this  county,  where  he  resided 
for  five  years,  or  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1894.  He 
was  a  man  of  wide  experience  and  versatile  ability,  had  a  remarkable  capac¬ 
ity  for  looking  after  details  of  business  affairs  and  among  his  business  associ¬ 
ates  and  acquaintances  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem,  his  business  judg¬ 
ment  being  valued  highly. 

Captain  Honnold  kept  alive  his  old  army  associations  through  his  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  he  was  also  an  appreciative 
member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  at  the  time  of 
his  death  being  worshipful  master  of  the  Masonic  lodge  to  which  he  belonged. 
Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  while  in  his  re¬ 
ligious  views  he  was  a  Methodist. 

On  November  24,  1864,  Captain  Honnold  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Jean  McArthur,  who  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Pennsylvania,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (McConnell)  McArthur.  Charles  McArthur  was 
born  December  3,  1811,  in  New  York  state,  the  son  of  Allen  D.  and  Eunice 
(Benson)  McArthur.  Allen  D.  McArthur  was  a  farmer  by  vocation  and 
served  his  country  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  died  in  early  manhood, 
his  widow  surviving  until  1859.  Charles  McArthur,  who  also  was  a  farmer, 
moved  from  his  native  state  to  Hocking  county,  Ohio,  in  1846,  and  also 
owned  a  farm  in  Jackson  county,  that  state.  In  1865  he  came  to  Barnard, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  he  operated  thereafter  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1874.  He  was  a  Republican  in  political  belief  and  a  Methodist  in 
religion.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  McConnell,  was  born 
February  14,  1820,  and  died  in  1890.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Honnold  were  born 
four  children,  Mrs.  George  P.  Bellows,  of  Maryville;  Fred  C.,  who  was  for 
ten  years  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  but  is  now  a  coal  operator  in 
Chicago ;  two  died  in  childhood,  Earl  W.  at  eight  years  of  age,  and  Arthur 
W.  at  eight  years  of  age. 
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HARRY  A.  WARE. 

Among  the  young  farmers  of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  who 
are  carrying  on  their  various  enterprises  with  that  persistency  and  able  fore¬ 
sight  that  insures  ultimate  success  in  farming  and  all  other  lines  of  endeavor, 
is  Harry  A.  Ware,  who  was  born  near  Quitman,  this  township,  on  June  14, 
1873.  He  is  the  son  of  H.  H.  and  Elnor  (Branson)  Ware,  whose  life  rec¬ 
ords  appear  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Harry  A.  Ware  enjoyed  unusual  advantages  in  education,  having  passed 
through  the  public  schools,  also  the  normal  schools,  both  at  Stanberry  and 
Chillicothe,  Missouri.  On  December  6,  1897,  he  married  Lettie  M.  Elarton, 
daughter  of  John  S.  and  Addie  B.  (Wykoff)  Elarton.  She  grew  to  maturity 
in  Nodaway  county,  where  her  parents  still  reside,  having  come  here  from 
Clarinda,  Iowa,  settling  in  Quitman.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  two  children 
have  been  born,  the  first  dying  in  infancy ;  the  living  one,  Hanson  Elarton 
Ware,  was  born  July  4,  1900. 

Mr.  Ware  lived  on  his  father’s  place  three  years  after  his  marriage, 
then  built  a  house  on  his  own  farm,  adjoining  that  of  his  father's.  After 
living  in  his  new  home  about  four  years  he  moved  to  Quitman,  where  he 
was  employed  in  the  general  merchandise  business,  building  up  an  excellent 
trade  with  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  but  the  independent  life  of 
the  farmer  lured  him  back  to  the  country  in  1909,  although  he  continued  to 
reside  in  Quitman.  In  the  spring  of  1910  he  sold  his  farm  and  bought  out 
the  interest  of  his  brothers  in  the  home  place  and  is  now  farming  there 
and  improving  that  property. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ware  is  a  Democrat,  although  all  the  rest  of  his  people 
are  Republicans.  He  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  township  collector 
and  is  on  his  third  term  as  member  of  the  town  board  of  Quitman,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Quitman.  In  1909  he  was  further 
honored  by  being  elected  mayor  of  Quitman  and  he  is  discharging  his  duties 
in  this  important  position  with  faithfulness  and  in  a  manner  that  is  re¬ 
sulting  in  the  general  uplift  of  the  town,  of  which  he  is  also  treasurer.  Pie 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen,  being  banker  of  the  last  named,  and  he  is  prominent  in  fraternal 
circles  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  and  Mrs.  Ware  are  members  of  the 
Christian  church  and  Mr.  Ware  is  a  deacon  in  the  local  congregation.  He 
has  long  been  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  place,  influential  and  popular, 
everybody  trusting  him  explicitly,  owing  to  his  integrity,  kindness  and  will¬ 
ingness  to  serve  the  public,  believing,  as  he  does,  in  the  spirit  of  the  Golden 
Rule. 
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FRANK  LeROY  FLYNT. 

Frank  LeRoy  Flynt,  city  engineer,  of  Maryville,  was  born  at  Plattsburg, 
Clinton  county,  Missouri,  September  4,  1885.  His  parents  are  Robert  B.  and 
Dollie  (Flack)  Flynt.  The  father  was  born  in  Lexington,  Fayette  county, 
Missouri,  August  15,  i860,  and  the  mother  was  born  at  Camden  Point, 
Platte  county,  this  state,  August  14,  i860.  Robert  B.  Flynt  has  followed  the 
life  of  an  expressman,  principally.  He  lives  now  in  St.  Louis,  although  not 
permanently  located  there.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pacific  Express 
Company  for  many  years  and  was  also  employed  by  several  other  leading 
express  companies  from  time  to  time. 

Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  B.  Flynt,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  the  other  is  Frank  LeRoy  of  this  review.  This  family  is  of 
Scotch-Irish  ancestry  on  the  father’s  side  and  the  mother  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  and  English  descent. 

Frank  L.  Flynt  was  born  at  Plattsburg,  Missouri,  as  already  indicated, 
and  he  lived  there  until  1903,  being  reared  on  his  grandfather's  farm.  He 
received  a  good  common  school  education  and  attended  high  school  at  Platts¬ 
burg.  In  1903  he  began  studying  at  the  Missouri  School  of  Mines  at  Rolla, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1910,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Science.  His  first  work  after  leaving  the  farm  was  as  rodman 
with  a  civil  engineering  party  in  railroad  work  and  he  has  continued  this  line 
of  work  very  satisfactorily.  In  1910  he  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  was 
appointed  city  engineer  of  Maryville,  taking  the  place  of  W.  M.  Irwin,  and 
he  is  filling  the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  eminent  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned. 

Mr.  Flynt  was  married  on  December  30,  1907.  to  Elizabeth  Via,  of  Rolla, 
Missouri,  near  which  place  she  was  born,  being  the  daughter  of  W.  A.  and 
Delia  Via,  and  she  received  her  education  in  the  Rolla  schools.  One  child 
Elizabeth,  has  graced  this  union,  having  been  born  December  6,  1908. 

Mr.  Flynt  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  the  Christian  church, 
and  politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 


ROBERT  G.  MEDSKER. 

It  is  always  pleasant  to  contemplate  the  career  of  a  man  who  has  made 
a  success  of  life  and  won  the  honor  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Such 
is  the  record  of  the  well-known  farmer  whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  now 
residing  in  Skidmore,  than  whom  a  more  whole-souled  or  popular  man  it 
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would  he  difficult  to  find  within  the  limits  of  the  community  where  he  has 
his  home. 

Robert  G.  Medsker  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Buckeye  state,  having  been 
born  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  on  September  29,  1839.  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Michael  M.  and  Sarah  (Graham)  Medsker.  Sarah  Graham  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Graham,  natives  of  Ireland  and  of  Scotch-lrish 
stock,  who  came  to  this  country  in  an  early  day  and  located  in  Highland 
county,  Ohio,  Mrs.  Medsker’s  birth  occurring  in  that  county.  Michael  M. 
Medsker  was  a  son  of  Michael  and  Sarah  Medsker  and  was  born  near  Hills¬ 
boro,  Highland  county,  Ohio,  on  January  1,  1812,  and  his  death  occurred  on 
March  15,  1899,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He  was  a  devoted 
Christian  for  over  sixty-five  years,  his  profession  being  exemplified  in  his 
every-day  life.  He  was  large  hearted  and  generous  and  stood  always  ready 
to  render  assistance  to  the  poor  and  needy. 

Robert  G.  Medsker  was  reared  on  the  Highland  county  homestead  and 
secured  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools,  supplementing  this  by 
attendance  at  the  Southwest  Normal  School,  at  Lebanon,  Ohio.  During  the 
followung  seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  in  which  he  met  with 
splendid  success.  He  was  married  in  1864,  and  on  September  29th  of  the  fol- 
lowing  year  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Missouri,  locating  in  Holt  county,  two 
and  a  half  miles  west  of  where  Maitland  now  stands.  Buying  a  splendid  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  he  entered  at  once  on  its  operation  and  made 
his  home  there  nearly  tvTenty-five  years.  Some  time  after  his  first  purchase 
he  bought  more  land.  In  1891  Mr.  Medsker  sold  his  land  in  Holt  county 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  of  land  two  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Skidmore,  Nodawray  county,  where  he  made  his  home  until  February, 
1900.  Here  he  followed  general  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  tc 
this  section  of  the  country,  and  also  gave  attention  to  the  raising  of  live¬ 
stock,  in  which  also  he  met  with  gratifying  success.  In  1900  Mr.  Medsker 
and  family  left  the  farm  and  occupied  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence 
in  Skidmore,  where  they  now  reside. 

In  1864  Mr.  Medsker  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lucinda  Roberts,  who 
wTas  born  and  reared  near  Hillsboro,  Highland  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter 
of  Ephraim  and  Elvina  (Davis)  Roberts.  Ephraim  w-as  born  in  Ohio,  just 
across  the  Ohio  river  from  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  and  w^as  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Hannah  (Burgess)  Roberts,  the  latter  being  a  native  of  Highland  county, 
Ohio.  Thomas  Roberts  w-as  a  native  of  Wales,  coming  to  America  when  a 
mere  lad.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  during  the  cholera  scourge 
in  Philadelphia  he  wras  employed  in  making  coffins.  He  married  Hannah 
Burgess  in  Pennsylvania,  her  parents  being  of  English  nativity.  Elvina  Davis 
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was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Elliott)  Davis.  Elizabeth  Elliott 
was  born  and  reared  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  her  mother,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Ackley,  having  been  reared  in  Kentucky,  in  which  state  her  father  fought 
several  engagements  with  Indians.  The  Davis  family  came  to  the  Blue  Grass 
state  from  North  Carolina. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Medsker  have  been  born  eight  children,  who  are 
briefly  mentioned  as  follows : 

(1)  Homer  S.,  who  resides  on  his  farm  five  miles  east  of  Graham,  this 
county,  married  Dora  Shields,  and  they  have  three  children,  Robert,  Marie 
and  Eudora. 

(2)  Ida  M.  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Howden,  of  Skidmore,  and 
they  have  a  son,  Lawrence. 

(3)  Lulu  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Emmett  L.  Robinson,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  now  located  at  Westboro,  and  they  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children,  Bessie,  Merrill,  Louise  and  Mildred. 

(4)  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Herbert  Cornish,  of  near  Osborn,  Missouri, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Marguerite  and  David  Herbert. 

(5)  Josephine  is  the  wife  of  Abraham  Goodpasture  and  they  reside  in 
Maitland.  Mr.  Goodpasture  is  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  owns  a  good 
farm  five  miles  west  of  Maitland. 

(6)  Tilghman,  who  lives  near  Guilford,  owns  two  farms,  aggregating 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres.  He  first  married  Pearl  VanAusdall,  who 
died  five  years  afterwards,  without  issue.  Subsequently,  he  married  Lizzie 
Beggs  and  they  have  two  children,  Leland  and  Mary  May. 

(7)  Annie  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Campbell,  by  whom  she  became 
the  mother  of  three  children,  Josephine,  Wilson  and  Franklin.  They  resided 
in  Oklahoma,  where  Mr.  Campbell  was  employed  as  superintendent  of  schools. 
His  death  occurred  in  July,  1909,  and  since  then  Mrs.  Campbell  has  bought 
a  home  in  Skidmore,  where  she  now  resides  near  her  parents. 

(8)  Ephraim  Michael,  who  lives  on  his  father's  farm  west  of  Skidmore, 
married  Georgia  Connor,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  David  Connor,  of  Maryville, 
and  they  have  four  children,  David  Francis,  Eva  May,  R.  G.  and  Theodore. 

Politically,  Mr.  Medsker  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  taken  a  live 
interest  in  local  public  affairs.  While  living  in  Holt  county,  this  state,  he 
served  for  twenty-five  years  as  a  school  director,  and  has  served  as  assessor 
of  Monroe  township.  He  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  educational  matters 
arid  gives  an  unreserved  support  to  every  movement  that  promises  to  benefit 
the  community  in  any  way.  He  is  genial  and  companionable  and  is  well  liked 
bv  all  who  know  him. 
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PRESTON  SEAFERS. 

Living  in  comfortable  homes,  clotting  the  broad,  fertile  prairies  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  may  be  found  many  citizens,  most  of  them  now  getting  well 
along  in  years,  who  have  come  here  from  the  old  Keystone  state.  They  are 
such  men  of  quality  and  force  as  to  win  in  any  section  of  the  great  national 
union  and  this  county  owes  much  to  their  citizenship.  Of  this  class  the  name 
of  Preston  Seafers  should  be  mentioned  among  the  first. 

Mr.  Seafers  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  November  14, 
1845,  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Maria  (Carson)  Seafers,  the  father  a  native 
of  Germany,  from  which  country  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America  when 
sixteen  years  of  age.  Maria  Carson  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
married  in  that  state  and  settled  in  Chester  county,  and  lived  there  until  the 
fall  of  1853,  when  they  came  to  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  where  Mrs.  Seafers 
died,  after  which  event  Mr.  Seafers  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  remained  a  few  years,  then  moved  back  to  Hancock  county,  Illinois, 
on  a  visit  and  while  there,  died.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  Preston,  of  this  review,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  accompa¬ 
nied  his  parents  to  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
where  he  attended  school,  spending  his  early  life  on  a  farm.  In  the  fall  of 
1869  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  purchased  a  small  farm  in 
Jackson  township  and  here  he  continued  to  live  until  April,  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  Maryville  where  he  has  since  resided,  having  a  neat  and  comfort¬ 
able  home  here.  He  is  the  owner  of  about  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  in 
Jackson  township,  all  improved  and  ranking  among  the  best  land  in  the 
township.  Before  retiring  he  devoted  himself  exclusively  to  general  farming, 
stock  raising  and  feeding  on  an  extensive  scale  and  his  efforts  met  with  great 
success. 

On  December  28,  1870,  Mr.  Seafers  married  Clarissa  Casteel,  who  was 
born  in  Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  14,  1851 ;  she  is  the  daughter  of 
Harvey  and  Nancy  (McCreary)  Casteel,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1867  and  settled  in  Polk  township  and 
there  they  spent  the  balance  of  their  lives.  Of  a  family  of  eight  children,  Mrs. 
Seafers  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  She  came  to  Nodaway  county  with 
her  parents. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seafers  three  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Charles  F.  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Port  Arthur,  Texas:  Adella  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Curfman,  of  Jackson  township;  Lulu  E.  is  the  wife  of  Ernest  Wel- 
born,  of  Marvville. 
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Mr.  Seafers  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  taking  more  than  a  passing  inter¬ 
est  in  the  political  and  other  affairs  of  his  township.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  active  in  the  work  of  the 
same.  They  have  enjoyed  a  wide  and  warm  friendship  since  coming  to  this 
county  and  rank  among  our  best  people. 


ERNEST  PRANG. 

There  is  profit  as  well  as  satisfaction  in  reviewing  the  life  record  of  a 
man  who  has  made  a  success  in  any  vocation  and  won  the  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Briefly  stated,  this  is  the  history  of  Ernest  Prang,  the  enterprising 
and  progressive  merchant  at  Skidmore,  Nodaway  county,  in  which  he  holds 
high  rank  as  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  where  he  has  long  maintained  his 
home,  ever  having  at  heart  the  interests  of  his  community,  for  in  all  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  life  he  has  proven  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him  and  no  citizen 
of  this  section  of  the  county  is  worthier  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held. 

Mr.  Prang  was  born  at  Creston,  Nebraska,  March  11,  1881,  and  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Henrietta  (Schlick)  Prang,  both  natives  of  Prussia,  from 
which  country  they  came  to  America  and  located  in  Nebraska.  Ernest  Prang 
grew  to  maturity  on  a  farm  in  Nebraska  and  lived  there  until  1906,  working 
on  the  home  farm  and  attending  the  public  schools. 

In  August,  1902,  Mr.  Prang  married  Eva  Nash,  daughter  of  W.  T.  Nash 
and  wife,  of  Braddyville,  Page  county,  Iowa.  He  continued  farming  until 
1906,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  eastern  Kansas  and  entered  the  real  estate 
business  at  Hartford,  remaining  there  one  year;  then,  in  February,  1907,  he 
moved  to  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  and  followed  farming  and  stock  raising  for 
two  years,  and  in  February,  1909,  sold  out  and  came  to  Skidmore,  Nodaway 
county,  and  in  1908  bought  the  store  he  now  owns  and  which,  under  his  able 
management,  has  rapidly  grown  in  prestige  and  ranks  well  with  the  best  stores 
of  the  county.  It  is  the  largest  store  in  Skidmore,  and  none  in  this  or  any 
other  town  its  size  is  better  or  more  modernly  equipped,  the  building  being  a 
substantial  one,  one  hundred  and  twenty  by  thirty-six  feet,  two  stories,  each 
devoted  to  his  business.  He  deals  in  dry  goods,  clothing, .  men's  and  ladies’ 
furnishings,  shoes,  groceries  and  queensware.  He  carries  an  excellent  and 
carefully-selected  stock  of  goods  and  his  prices  are  always  right,  according 
to  the  statement  of  many  of  his  customers,  who  come  from  a  wide  extent  of 
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territory  and  the  number  of  which  is  constantly  increasing,  for  at  this  store 
there  is  always  prompt  and  courteous  service.  Mr.  Prang  is  building  an  ele¬ 
gant  home  in  Skidmore,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  town,  modern  throughout, 
well  finished  and  hot  water  heated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prang  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Leon  Earl,  Mil¬ 
dred  Henrietta  and  Delphin  Luverne. 

Mr.  Prang  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Highlanders,  the  Knights  of  Pyth¬ 
ias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  in  all  of  which  he 
takes  a  great  interest  and  is  popular.  He  is  a  thorough  business  man,  seem¬ 
ingly  possessed  of  tireless  energy  and  is  always  busy.  He  is  genial,  obliging, 
accommodating  and  sociable,  thus  makes  friends  easily  and  has  no  difficulty  in 
retaining  them. 


CHARLES  E.  DAWSON. 

Persistent  industry,  sound  judgment  and  marked  business  ability  have 
been  the  elements  which  have  contributed  largely  to  the  success  which  has 
come  to  Charles  E.  Dawson,  a  successful  farmer  and  leading  stock  man  of 
Monroe  township,  and  today  he  occupies  a  conspicuous  position  because  of 
the  eminent  success  which  he  has  attained  and  the  splendid  qualities  which 
have  characterized  his  life  in  this  community. 

Mr.  Dawson  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Illinois,  in  1867,  and  he  is  a  son 
of  David  and  Amelia  (Champ)  Dawson.  David  Dawson,  who  was  born  in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  was  the  son  of  William  Dawson  and  on  attaining  mature 
years  he  married  Amelia  Champ  in  Stark  county,  that  state.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  William  Champ  and  moved  from  Ohio  to  Illinois  with  her  par¬ 
ents.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead  and  in 
1876  he  accompanied  the  family  on  their  removal  to  Andrew  county,  Missouri, 
where  they  remained  a  year.  In  the  spring  of  1877  ^iey  came  to  Graham, 
Nodaway  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  David  Dawson 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  located  two  and  three-quarter  miles  south  of  Skid¬ 
more  in  Holt  county  where  he  and  his  wife  now  reside.  They  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  eleven  children,  of  which  number  seven  are  living.  The  four  who  died 
are  Becky,  who  married  G.  W.  Randall  and  died  in  1908,  leaving  four  chil¬ 
dren:  John  W.,  who  died  in  1897,  leaving  four  children;  Horace  Melvin,  who 
died  in  1909,  unmarried,  and  Carrie,  who  died  while  the  family  were  living 
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in  Illinois.  The  living  children  are  as  follows:  Almira  is  the  wife  of  F.  C. 
Hurst  and  lives  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Skidmore;  James  H.,  of  Denver, 
Colorado:  Charles  E.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Cora  B.,  the  wife  of  W.  L. 
Mitchell,  of  Chase,  Kansas;  Julia,  the  wife  of  T.  A.  Zachary,  of  Maitland; 
Daisy  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with  her  parents,  and  the  same  can  be 
said  of  Arthur  Jacob. 

On  January  27,  1892,  Mr.  Dawson  of  this  sketch  married  Nellie  Long, 
a  daughter  of  Garrett  and  Lucinda  Long,  her  birth  having  occurred  three 
miles  east  of  Skidmore.  Her  father  was  born  not  far  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
while  her  mother  was  a  native  of  Illinois.  These  parents  were  married  in 
Illinois  and  about  1872  they  moved  to  Buchanan  county,  Missouri,  where  they 
remained  for  a  year  or  two,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county  and  located  east  of  Skidmore,  where  they  lived  a  few  years,  during 
which  period  the  birth  of  Mrs.  Dawson  occurred.  When  she  was  about  five 
years  old  the  family  moved  to  the  south  line  of  the  county,  about  three  miles 
southwest  of  Skidmore,  where  they  were  living  when  she  was  married.  Gar¬ 
rett  Long  died  about  1900  and  his  wife  in  1893. 

For  about  eight  years  after  his  marriage  Charles  E.  Dawson  rented  land 
within  three  miles  of  Skidmore,  and  then  bought  a  sixtv-acre  farm  in  section 
18,  southwest  of  Skidmore.  After  residing  on  that  place  three  years,  he 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  acres  located  two  and  a  half 
miles  southeast  of  that  town,  but  a  year  later  he  sold  that  place  to  J.  W. 
Howard  and  bought  his  present  fine  farm,  a  half  mile  south  of  his  former 
location.  The  farm,  which  comprises  seventy-five  acres,  is  most  eligibly  sit¬ 
uated  and  is  well  improved  in  every  respect.  Mr.  Dawson  has  always  followed 
farming,  but  during  the  past  six  years  he  has  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his 
attention  to  the  buying  and  shipping  of  livestock,  in  which  enterprise  he  has 
met  with  a  very  gratifying  measure  of  success.  He  ships  principally  to  the 
St.  Joseph  and  Chicago  markets,  and  being  a  good  judge  of  livestock  and  a 
shrewd  buyer  and  seller,  he  has  prospered  in  his  efforts.  He  is  widely  known 
among  stockmen  and  farmers  and  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who 
know  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Bertha  May, 
who  remains  with  her  parents  and  is  attending  school.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Daw¬ 
son  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America,  holding  membership  in  these  bodies  at  Skidmore.  Genial 
and  hospitable,  he  is  liked  by  all  and  is  rightfully  numbered  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  of  his  section  of  the  county. 
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FRED  C.  BARBER. 

Nodaway  is  a  county  of  magnificent  and  productive  farms,  in  this  re¬ 
spect  being  one  of  the  most  favored  sections  of  the  great  commonwealth  of 
Missouri,  and  among  the  fine  farms  of  the  county  must  be  numbered  that 
owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  which  lies  in  section  35,  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  Monroe  township.  Persistent  industry,  sound  judgment  and 
wise  management  have  been  the  elements  which  have  contributed  to  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ber’s  success  in  his  chosen  vocation  and  as  a  representative  citizen  of  his  com¬ 
munity  he  is  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  character. 

Mr.  Barber  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  in  February,  1857,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Eliza  (Hammond)  Barber.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  in  1873,  the  family  moved  to 
Nodaway  county  and  located  in  Green  township,  where  they  subsequently 
bought  a  fine  farm  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  township.  In  October, 
1883,  the  subject  married  Laura  Grigsby,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Grigsby, 
whose  personal  sketch  appears  eleswhere  in  this  work.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Barbel  bought  the  home  farm  from  his  parents,  the  latter  moving  then 
to  Skidmore,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  In  November, 
1892,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  moved  to  his  present  fine  farm,  to  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  has  since  given  his  earnest  attention.  The  place,  which  comprises 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  is  most  eligibly  situated  and  has  been  improved 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  numbered  among  the  best  farms  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  In  addition  to  this  farm,  which  is  all  in  one  body,  Mr.  Barber  owns  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  section  1,  Monroe  township,  eighty  acres 
in  section  15,  the  same  township,  and  one  hundred  and  eightv-four  acres  in 
Green  township,  making  his  total  land  holdings  about  eight  hundred  and  sixtv- 
four  acres.  Mr.  Barber  is  thoroughly  practical  in  his  farming  operations,  and 
is  enterprising  and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  keeping  in  touch  with  advanced 
ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  husbandry.  He  owns  an  attractive  and  com¬ 
fortable  residence,  and  the  general  appearance  of  his  place  indicates  the  owner 
to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste.  Right  in  the  prime  of 
his  life,  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  is 
always  found  on  the  right  side  of  every  question  affecting  the  welfare  of  those 
about  him.  He  takes  a  marked  interest  in  educational  matters  and  has  seen 
to  it  that  his  children  have  received  good  educations. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber,  namely:  John  \Y.. 
Lillis  and  William  F.  Lillis  died  in  infancy.  John,  who  is  at  home  with  his 
father,  received  a  good  public  school  education,  and  supplemented  by  four 
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years'  attendance  at  the  Missouri  Wesleyan  College  at  Cameron  and  also  at¬ 
tended  the  college  at  Baker.  William  Frederick  is  now  a  student  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Wesleyan  College.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  December 
6,  1902,  and  on  June  1,  1905,  Mr.  Barber  married  Viola  McNutt.  She  was 
born  in  Indiana,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  childhood  at  Blandinsville, 
Illinois.  Her  father  was  a  well  known  minister  of  the  Baptist  church.  From 
Illinois,  Mrs.  Barber  went  to  Kansas  with  her  parents  and  there  completed 
her  education.  Subsequently  she  engaged  in  teaching  school,  being  located 
at  Beloit,  Kansas,  seven  years,  going  then  to  Princeton,  Indiana,  where  she 
engaged  in  teaching  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Barber. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barber  renders  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  not  an  office  seeker,  but  while  living  in  Green  township  he 
served  efficiently  several  years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  his  wife  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they  give  an 
earnest  support.  In  every  relation  of  life  he  has  performed  well  his  part  and 
because  of  his  sterling  integrity  of  character  and  his  success  in  life  he  has 
won  and  retains  the  sincere  respect  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  lives. 


HOMER  S.  MEDSKER. 


Another  Ohioan  who  has  come  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  be¬ 
come  well  established  as  a  result  of  his  persistent  efforts  along  safe  and  legit¬ 
imate  lines  is  Homer  S.  Medsker,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in  Hughes 
township,  where  he  maintains  a  very  comfortable  home.  He  was  born  in 
Highland  county,  Ohio,  May  30,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  G.  and 
Lucinda  (Roberts)  Medsker,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  They  came  to  Holt 
county,  Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1865,  when  Homer  S.  was  an  infant,  and  there 
they  lived  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  they  moved  to  Nodaway  county ; 
settling  in  Monroe  township,  two  miles  west  of  Skidmore,  where  they  lived 
until  early  in  the  present  century,  when  they  moved  to  Skidmore  where  they 
now  reside,  advanced  in  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of 
whom  Homer  S.  was  the  oldest. 

Homer  S.  Medsker  grew  to  manhood  in  Holt  county,  Missouri,  and  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools  there,  working,  in  the  meantime,  on  his 
father’s  place,  and  he  remained  in  that  county  until  1900,  when  he  purchased 
a  farm  north  of  Graham  where  he  lived  for  four  years,  then  sold  out.  but 
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deciding  to  remain  in  Hughes  township,  purchased  another  farm,  the  place 
where  he  now  resides,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  well  im¬ 
proved  and  well  kept. 

Mr.  Medsker  was  married  in  Graham,  Nodaway  county,  on  November 
20.  1890,  to  Eudora  Shields,  who  was  born  in  Holt  county,  Missouri,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Goodson)  Shields,  who  came  to  Missouri 
from  Indiana  in  1865  and  settled  in  Holt  county,  where  Mrs.  Shields  died 
November  30,  1907.  Mr.  Shields  is  still  a  resident  of  Holt  county.  Mrs. 
Medsker  was  the  fourth  child  in  a  family  of  ten  children.  She  and  Mrs.  E. 
R.  Goodpasture,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work,  are  sisters.  To  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Medsker  three  children  have  been  born,  William  R.,  Alarie  and  Eudora 
E.  Air.  and  Airs.  Medsker  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 


JAMESON  M.  MILLER. 

This  is  an  age  in  which  the  farmer  stands  pre-eminently  above  any  other 
class  as  a  producer  of  wealth.  He  simply  takes  advantage  of  the  winds,  the 
warm  air,  the  bright  sunshine,  the  refreshing  rains,  and  with  God’s  help  and 
by  virtue  of  his  own  skill  in  handling  nature's  gifts  he  creates  hay,  grain, 
livestock  and  vegetables,  all  of  which  are  absolutely  necessities  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  earth. 

One  of  the  residents  of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  has 
had  the  ingenuity  and  the  courage  to  develop  the  resources  found  round  about 
him,  thus,  gaining  a  comfortable  living  for  himself  and  family  and  providing 
for  “rainy  days”  ahead,  is  Jameson  M.  Miller,  who  is  a  native  of  the  Prairie 
state,  having  been  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  February  11,  1855. 
He  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Martha  J.  (Berry)  Aliller,  both  natives  of  Indiana. 
After  spending  a  good  many  years  in  Illinois,  they  left  McDonough  county 
and  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1868  and  settled  in 
Hughes  township,  where  they  resumed  farming  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  Jameson  M.,  of 
this  review,  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  brief  review  came  to  Nodaway 
county  with  his  parents  when  about  twelve  years  of  age.  and  here  he  grew 
to  manhood,  assisted  with  the  work  on  the  place  and  attended  the  neighboring 
schools  when  not  at  work.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  returned  to  Mc¬ 
Donough  county,  Illinois,  and  remained  there  two  years,  then  returned  to 
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this  township  and  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  here  until  the  fall  of  1882, 
when  he  again  went  to  McDonough  county  and  remained  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  birth  for  two  years  more,  after  which  he  came  back  to  Hughes  township 
and  has  resided  here  continuously  ever  since.  He  has  devoted  his  life  ex¬ 
clusively  to  farming  and  stockraising;  he  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  are  well  improved  and  well  tilled.  He  settled  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives  in  February,  1889. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  November  1, 
1882,  to  Mary  M.  Oden weller,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  that  county,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Elizabeth  Odenweller.  This  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  Isaac  Leonard,  Berry  G.  and  Ross. 
Isaac  Leonard  married  Addie  Alkire  and  lives  near  his  parents:  Berry  G.,  who 
married  Minnie  Ashport,  also  lives  near  the  old  home.  Ross  O.  is  attending 
school. 

Mr.  Miller  finds  time  to  take  considerable  interest  in  public  affairs.  He 
is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife  are  active  members  of  the  Christian 
church. 


SAMUEL  HAYWORTH. 

Briefly  and  as  succinctly  as  possible  will  be  recorded  in  the  following 
lines  the  leading  facts  in  the  life  of  a  very  active  and  successful  man,  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  Hughes  township  and  a  worthy  citizen  of  Nodaway 
county. 

Samuel  Hayworth  was  born  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  August  5,  1846,  and 
he  was  reared  in  Appanoose  county,  that  state,  where  he  attended  the  common 
schools  and  where  he  began  farming  on  his  father’s  place.  He  remained  in 
that  county  until  September,  1868,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  rented  a  farm  four  miles  north  of  Graham,  in  Hughes  township, 
where  he  lived  until  March,  1872,  when  he  rented  a  farm  east  of  Graham, 
living  there  three  years.  Then,  in  the  fall  of  1875  he  bought  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  where  he  has  since  made  his  home  and  which  he  has  developed  into 
a  good  farm,  having  settled  permanently  on  this  land  in  March.  1876.  He  has 
erected  a  very  neat  and  comfortable  dwelling  and  other  good  buildings  on 
the  place.  As  he  prospered  here  he  has  purchased  other  land  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  this  county  and  eighty  acres  in  Brown 
county,  Kansas.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  stockraising  and  thresh- 


726 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


ing,  being  known  as  one  of  the  leading  threshing-machine  operators  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  having  threshed  two  million  bushels  of  grain  of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  Hayworth  married,  on  July  14,  1867,  while  living  in  Appanoose 
county,  Iowa,  Margaret  A.  Dvson,  who  was  born  in  Athens  county,  Ohio, 
July  3.  1846.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Rachael  (Leeper)  Dy¬ 
son.  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  died  in  Appanoose  county,  Iowa,  in 
1854,  after  which  event  the  mother  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in 
1865  and  died  in  Hughes  township  in  1903  at  an  advanced  age.  Two  sons 
and  four  daughters  were  born  to  them. 

The  parents  of  Samuel  Hayworth  were  Elijah  and  Lodima  (Smith) 
Hayworth,  the  former  a  native  of  Georgia  and  the  latter  of  North  Carolina. 
They  came  to  Iowa  and  Mr.  Hayworth  died  in  Appanoose  county,  when 
seventy-one  years  of  age.  his  Avife  dying  in  Holt  county,  this  state,  when  about 
seventy-four  years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
Samuel  of  this  review  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Hayworth  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  named 
as  follows:  William  A.  is  farming  in  Hughes  township;  Joseph  S.  died  cvhen 
two  years  old;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  Eli  V.  Moore,  of  Portland,  Oregon; 
Rachael  L.  is  the  wife  of  John  Miller,  of  Pasadena,  California;  Clora  A.  is 
the  wife  of  M.  A.  Gray,  of  White  Cloud  township;  Nora  M.  is  the  wife  of  H. 
L.  Groves,  of  Brown  county,  Kansas. 

Mr.  Hayworth  takes  considerably  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  his  county  and  township.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  is  a 
member  of  Whitehall  Lodge,  No.  301,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
being  the  present  master  of  this  lodge  and  is  the  moving  spirit  of  the  same. 
Mrs.  Hayworth  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 


ROBERT  B.  GEX. 


A  resident  of  Hughes  township.  Nodaway  county,  who  has  well  earned 
the  honor  to  be  addressed  as  one  of  the  progressive,  public  spirited  citizens 
of  the  county  is  Robert  B.  Gex,  Avho  belongs  to  that  class  of  men  who  win  in 
life's  battles  by  sheer  force  of  personality  and  determination  and  in  what¬ 
ever  he  has  undertaken  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  ability  and  honor. 
He  was  born  in  Gallatin  county.  Kentucky,  October  26,  1850.  His  father 
was  John  A.  Gex,  also  a  Kentuckian,  Avho,  in  his  early  business  career,  took 
flatboats  loaded  with  produce  to  New  Orleans.  After  that  he  engaged  ex- 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


727 

tensively  in  farming,  and  lived  in  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky,  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  He  married  Henrietta  R.  Brooking,  who 
was  a  native  of  Clark  county,  Kentucky,  and  she  died  in  Gallatin  county,  that 
state,  when  eighty  years  old.  Their  family  consisted  of  five  children,  of  whom 
Robert  B.,  of  this  review,  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  remained  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  April,  1872,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  located  in  Hughes  township,  where  he  resided  until  about  1905, 
when  he  moved  back  to  his  old  home  in  Kentucky,  remaining  there  until  the 
spring  of  1910,  when  he  returned  to  his  former  place  in  Hughes  township. 
Farming  and  stockraising  has  been  his  life  work  and  he  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful,  meeting  with  few  reverses  in  either,  having  been  a  good  manager,  careful 
in  details  and  vigilant  at  all  times  to  see  and  utilize  every  opportunity.  He  is 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  now  owning 
nearly  one  thousand  acres  in  Nodaway  county,  most  of  which  is  in  Hughes 
township,  well  kept  and  under  good  improvements.  He  also  owns  the  old 
home  farm  in  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky,  which  consists  of  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres;  he  also  owTns  three  sections  of  land  in  Texas,  comprising  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acres  in  Lipscomb  county,  which  is  increasing  in 
value  and  is  proving  a  good  investment.  Mr.  Gex  has  an  attractive,  substan¬ 
tial  and  nicely  furnished  residence,  large  barns  and,  in  fact,  everything  about 
his  place  here  shows  thrift  and  good  management. 

Mr.  Gex  was  married  in  Hughes  township,  on  December  15,  1874,  to 
Elizabeth  Burris,  who  was  born  in  this  township,  January  19,  1859.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  William  and  Fannie  (Saunders)  Burris.  This  family  is 
mentioned  at  length  in  another  part  of  this  volume.  Mrs.  Gex  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Hughes  township,  and  she  has  proved  to  be  a  faithful  life 
companion,  of  great  encouragement  to  her  husband  in  his  multitudinous  af¬ 
fairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gex  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  living,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Lulu  is  the  wife  of  W.  B.  Mountjoy,  of  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky; 
John  A.,  of  Hughes  township;  Fannie  is  the  wife  of  T.  M.  Wilson,  of  Gra¬ 
ham,  this  county;  Mariam;  Will  B.,  of  Hughes  township;  Louisa  Ellen  is 
the  wife  of  Halbert  Catterson ;  Louis  resides  in  Lipscomb  county,  Texas; 
Florian  C.  lives  in  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky;  Robert  B.,  Jr.,  lives  in  Hughes 
township;  Marjorie  was  burned  to  death  when  a  little  more  than  two  years 
of  age;  Mary  E.  died  when  in  her  third  year;  Bettie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gex  are  members  of  the  Christian  church.  They  enjoy 
a  wide  friendship  in  this  and  Gallatin  county,  Kentucky. 
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JACOB  L.  CHARLES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  well-known  and  successful  agri¬ 
culturists  of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  his  residence 
here  has  shown  him  to  be  a  man  of  business  ability  and  honesty  of  purpose, 
so  that  he  has  won  the  confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact.  He  is  a  native  of  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  February  9,  1839.  He  is  a  son  of  Martin  W.  and  Isabella  (Carr) 
Charles,  natives  respectively  of  North  Carolina  and  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois, 
the  mother  having  died  in  the  latter  county  in  1863.  In  1864  the  father 
brought  his  family  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  settling  near  Maryville,  in 
Polk  township,  where  his  death  occurred  when  about  seventy-two  years  old. 
Of  their  nine  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth. 

Jacob  L.  Charles  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  Illinois  and  secured 
his  education  in  the  public  schools,  his  vacation  periods  being  devoted  to  work 
on  the  farm.  In  1864  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Nodaway  county  and 
settled  on  the  farm  in  Hughes  township  where  he  now  lives  and  to  which 
he  has  devoted  his  efforts  with  the  most  gratifying  results.  His  farm  com¬ 
prises  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  can  be  found  in  the 
locality,  and  he  has  maintained  it  at  a  high  standard  of  agricultural  excel¬ 
lence,  not  the  least  of  the  improvements  being  the  erection  of  a  splendid 
set  of  buildings,  the  house  being  attractive  and  comfortable,  the  barns  com¬ 
modious  and  well  arranged,  the  fences  substantial  and  well  kept,  the  general 
appearance  of  the  place  being  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  indicating  the  owner 
to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste.  Mr.  Charles  has  given 
his  attention  to  a  general  line  of  farming,  in  connection  with  which  stock 
raising  has  been  conducted  with  considerable  success. 

On  September  11,  1866,  in  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  Mr.  Charles  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emily  Francis,  who  was  born  in  that  county  on 
October  11,  1843,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Holcomb)  Francis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  have  had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Ida  F.,  the  wife  of  John  T.  Wells;  Minnie  M.,  the  wife  of  George 
J.  Coler;  Clarence  M.,  Edward  L.  and  Paul  B. ;  two  children,  a  son  and 
daughter,  died  in  infancy. 

Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  the  various  activities  of  which  they  are  deeply  interested. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Charles  is  an  appreciative  member  of  Sedgwick  Post,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  this  membership  being  particularly  consistent  from  the 
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fact  that  Mr.  Charles  gave  valiant  military  service  to  his  country  in  her 
hour  of  direst  need.  On  August  13,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Forty- 
eighth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until 
June  23,  1865.  During  his  term  of  enlistment  the  regiment  was  assigned 
mainly  to  garrison  duty  at  various  points,  giving  valuable  service,  and  during 
which  time  the  subject  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal.  The  Charles 
family  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  military  service  of  the  country,  the  sub¬ 
ject’s  great-grandfather,  Elijah  Charles,  having  been  a  patriot  soldier  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  captured  by  the  British  and  he  was 
about  to  be  executed,  the  rope  being  about  his  neck,  when  he  was  rescued. 
The  subject's  grandfather,  Levin  Charles,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
holding  the  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  Martin  W.  Charles,  the  subject's  father, 
served  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Thus,  four  successive  generations  of  the 
family  have  given  their  best  service  to  the  country  in  her  wars,  the  spirit 
of  his  ancestors  being  exhibited  in  the  son,  the  subject.  Mr.  Charles  is  a 
man  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  is  held  in  high  repute  in  the  com¬ 
munity  where  he  has  spent  so  many  active  years  of  his  life.  He  has  given 
his  support  to  those  things  which  promised  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community, 
and  has  been  a  potential  force  in  its  development  and  prosperity. 


JOSIAH  LAWSON  SCOTT. 

As  a  man  and  citizen,  Josiah  Lawson  Scott  occupies  a  high  place  in  the 
estimation  of  the  people  of  Polk  township, — in  fact,  all  Nodaway  county. 
He  is  a  man  of  the  people  and  a  representative  of  the  best  type  of  American 
citizenship,  being  the  descendant  of  ancestors  of  sterling  worth,  who  figured 
prominently  in  various  walks  of  life  from  an  early  day.  He  has  refused 
to  be  cast  down  by  any  adverse  circumstances,  and,  taking  an  optimistic 
view  of  life,  has  made  his  presence  felt  for  good  wherever  his  lot  has  been 
cast.  He  has  always  been  interested  in  every  enterprise  for  the  general  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community  and  liberally  supports  every  movement  calculated  to 
benefit  his  fellow-men  in  any  way. 

In  view  of  the  prominence  of  his  ancestors,  several  paragraphs  will  be 
devoted  to  them  before  proceeding  with  his  individual  career.  His  father. 
Alexander  Foster  Scott,  was  the  youngest  of  eleven  children  born  to  Rev. 
Abraham  and  Rebecca  (McDowrell)  Scott,  the  latter  the  daughter  of  Judge 
McDowell  and  wife.  He  was  born  March  11,  1819,  and  on  May  26,  1850. 
he  married  Eleanor  Barnes,  wrho  was  born  September  1,  1826,  and  was  of 
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Scotch-Irish  parentage,  her  mother’s  father,  a  soldier  in  the  American  Revo¬ 
lution,  having  fought  at  Valley  Forge,  and  he  heard  George  Washington 
make  his  memorable  farewell  address.  Eleanor  Barnes  was  a  native  of  West¬ 
moreland  county,  Pennsylvania.  To  the  union  of  Alexander  F.  Scott  and 
Eleanor  Barnes  were  born  eight  children,  namely :  Maggie  R.  died  at  Mary¬ 
ville,  Missouri,  September  15,  1883;  William  B.  lives  in  Polk  township,  Nod¬ 
away  county;  Josiah  Lawson,  of  this  review;  David  Mitchell  died  in  his 
youth,  September  17,  1872,  at  New  Athens,  Ohio  ;  John  McDowell  died  at 
Maryville,  Missouri,  in  May,  1897;  Mrs.  Ella  B.  Mcjimsey  and  Nannie  M., 
wife  of  Rev.  J.  K.  Sawyers,  both  live  at  Maryville;  Martha  E.,  wife  of  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Sawyers,  lives  in  St.  Joseph. 

Alexander  Foster  Scott  died  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  November  25,  1865.  His 
wife,  Eleanor  Barnes,  was  killed  by  being  run  over  by  a  train  at  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  morning  of  September  10,  1894.  Alexander  Scott  came 
to  Nodaway  county  in  an  early  day  and  entered  twenty-one  hundred  acres 
of  land  near  Maryville,  which  has  become  quite  valuable  and  which  is  still 
owned  by  his  heirs.  He  was  a  good  business  man  and  was  admired  for  his 
integrity  and  generosity. 

Rev.  Abraham  Scott,  father  of  Alexander  Foster  Scott,  was  born  in 
York  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  19,  1763.  On  June  18,  1793,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Rebecca  McDowell,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  and  Jane  (Bradford) 
McDowell.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  was  a  noted  Presby¬ 
terian  minister  and  a  missionary  in  eastern  Ohio  as  early  as  1804,  when  the 
country  was  a  wild  stretch  of  woodlands,  abounding  in  wild  beasts  and 
Indians.  He  was  a  brave  and  good  man  and  accomplished  much  for  the 
early  settlers  in  the  way  of  moral  reform  and  material  aid.  He  was  the 
father  of  the  following  children:  William  M.,  Violet,  Nancy,  Josiah,  John, 
James,  Rebecca,  Abraham,  Abraham  Park,  Samuel  and  Alexander  Foster. 
The  eighth,  Abraham,  died  in  infancy  and  John  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 
The  first  son,  Hon.  William  M.  Scott,  was  born  March  22,  1794,  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  Pennsylvania.  After  his  marriage  he  settled  in  Guernsey 
county,  Ohio,  in  1815,  which  county  he  served  several  times  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  he  served  in  the  State  Senate  in  1835  and  1836,  also  in  1839  and 
1840.  He  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  thirty-three  consecutive  years. 
His  death  occurred  on  June  24,  1864.  He  had  a  hand  in  framing  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  did  also  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Josiah  Scott, 
who  was  born  April  3,  1802.  The  latter  was  a  lawyer  and  lived  at  Cadiz, 
Ohio,  and  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in  the  General  Assembly  and 
in  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution.  The  Hon.  William  Scott,  of 
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Guernsey  county,  his  brother,  Hon.  Josiah  Scott,  of  Cadiz,  and  their  cousin, 
Hon.  Josiah  Scott,  of  Bucyrus,  all  had  seats  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio 
at  the  same  time.  Josiah  Scott,  of  Cadiz,  was  a  law  partner  of  the  Hon. 
Chancey  Dewey  and  later  of  the  Hon.  John  A.  Bingham,  the  latter  being  the 
famous  and  able  member  of  Congress  and  afterwards  minister  to  the  Ce¬ 
lestial  empire.  He  was  also  appointed  and  prosecuted  the  slayers  of  Abra¬ 
ham  Lincoln.  Hon.  Josiah  Scott,  of  Bucyrus,  was  noted  for  his  great  mem¬ 
ory.  He  had,  perhaps,  no  superior  in  mathematics  in  his  day  and  generation 
in  America,  and  it  is  especially  worthy  of  mention  that  a  mathematical  prob¬ 
lem  that  had  been  declared  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
to  be  insolvable,  was  solved  by  him,  for  which  he  received  the  highest  com¬ 
mendation  of  one  of  the  most  celebrated  mathematical  journals  of  the  world, 
published  in  London. 

Judge  McDowell,  father  of  Mrs.  Abraham  Scott,  was  born  September 
23,  1736,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  near  Belfast.  His  father  was  a  judge  and 
a  man  of  prominence  and  came  from  Scotland.  In  1781  Judge  McDowell 
was  chosen  as  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  Washington  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  in  1783  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  council  of  censors  for  the 
state.  These  censors  were  chosen  every  seven  years,  and  it  was  made  their 
duty  to  inquire  if  the  constitution  had  been  preserved  inviolate,  whether  the 
different  branches  of  government  had  performed  their  duty  faithfully  and 
whether  the  taxes  were  justly  laid,  etc. ;  also  to  call  a  convention  to  amend 
any  article  of  the  constitution  which  might  be  defective.  In  1798  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  State  Legislature 
and  was  successively  re-elected  in  1799,  1800  and  1801.  On  April  8,  1802, 
Governor  Thomas  McKean  commissioned  him  as  one  of  the  associate  judges 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
took  the  oath  of  office  on  May  31st  following,  and  continued  in  office  until 
October,  1808,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  failing  health. 

Josiah  Scott,  third,  father  of  Abraham  Scott,  was  born  in  1735,  and 
was  the  father  of  twelve  children,  eight  by  his  first  marriage  and  four  by  his 
last.  After  learning  the  blacksmith’s  trade  he  married  Violet  Foster,  in 
1760,  and  settled  at  Peach  Bottom,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  until  1773; 
he  removed  to  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  near  Washington,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  and  farmed  until  old  age.  His  death  occurred  in  1819, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Abraham  Scott,  second,  father  of  Josiah  Scott,  third,  was  born  in  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1677,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1760.  He  left  three 
sons,  Hugh,  fosiah  and  Thomas,  probably  others.  Thomas  Scott  was  elected 
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as  the  first  member  to  Congress  from  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  after 
its  organization.  His  death  occurred  in  1796.  Hugh  Scott,  the  patriarch, 
came  to  this  country  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  according  to  a  fairly  reliable 
tradition,  and  settled  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  probably  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago.  His 
brother,  fosiah,  came  to  America  at  the  same  time.  The  Scott  ancestors  were 
they  who,  under  the  Acts  of  Settlement,  took  estates  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
carrying  from  Scotland  the  religion  of  the  covenant,  and  maintaining  it 
amidst  the  desolation  caused  by  fire,  sword  and  famine,  alternately  conquer¬ 
ing  and  being  conquered  for  two  hundred  years.  The  savage  character  of 
these  wars  was  intensified  by  the  animosity  of  race  and  religion.  It  was 
amid  such  experiences  that  the  foundation  of  the  Scott  family  was  laid  and 
an  intense  longing  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  drove  old  Hugh,  the  first, 
and  Josiah  to  the  shores  of  the  Delaware,  even  before  the  grant  to  William 
Penn.  When,  in  1610,  the  crown  confiscated  the  estate  of  turbulent  chiefs 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  offered  the  wasted  lands  for  settlement  to  the 
Scottish  Presbyterians,  they  accepted  the  invitation,  in  the  hope  and  under 
a  promise  that  they  would  not  be  prosecuted  for  non-conformity  to  the 
rights  of  the  established  church.  Emigration  offered  a  prospect  of  religious 
liberty.  This  plantation  of  Ulster  was  in  a  measure  the  counterpart  of  the 
emigration  of  the  Puritans  to  Holland,  the  latter  finding  their  way  to  Ply¬ 
mouth  Rock.  Massachusetts,  in  1620.  becoming  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  of  New 
England.  They  were  transformed  in  name  into  Scotch-Irish  and  fitted  to  be 
leaders  in  the  founding  of  the  great  American  republic  whose  corner-stone 
is  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

When  persecution  in  Ireland  became  unbearable,  only  the  boldest  of 
those  who  were  in  the  most  imminent  danger  dared  the  perils  of  the  deep  and 
still  greater  supposed  perils  and  known  dangers  and  hardships  that  lay  be¬ 
yond. 

We  read  with  interest  of  the  treaty  of  William  Penn  with  the  Indians; 
but  prior  to  that  time  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  were  covered  with  illimit¬ 
able  forests  and  behind  each  tree  was  said  to  lurk  a  brave  and  implacable 
foe,  that  spared  neither  mother  nor  the  babe  in  her  arms.  But  when  Francis 
McKenzie,  the  first  Scotch-Irish  minister,  arrived,  he  found  the  people  al¬ 
ready  widely  scattered;  some  on  the  plains  of  New  Jersey,  some  on  the 
banks  of  the  Delaware  and  along  the  rivers  of  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas. 
At  this  time  the  population  of  Pennsylvania  was  not  more  than  twelve  thou¬ 
sand  souls.  Even  in  1699.  when  Annie,  granddaughter  of  Hugh  Scott, 
was  born,  the  entire  population  was  less  than  twenty  thousand;  thus  it  is 
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seen  that  Hugh  and  Josiah  Scott  were  pioneers  of  our  race  in  America,  and 
from  this  time  on  it  seems  as  if  Ireland  made  an  effort  to  send  the  major 
part  of  her  population  to  the  New  World.  In  1701  the  population  was  still 
twenty  thousand,  and  in  1849  it  was  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand.  From 
this  small  start  less  than  three  hundred  years  ago,  this  nation  has  grown 
to  the  greatest  of  the  earth;  and  the  Scotts  have  done  their  part,  not  only 
through  this  one  branch  of  the  family,  but  through  the  many  different 
branches. 

Josiah  Lawson  Scott,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  born 
October  17,  1854,  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  and  he  was  quite  young  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  first  living  near  Cadiz  and  later 
at  New  Athens,  Ohio,  the  town  in  which  Franklin  College  is  situated  at 
which  he  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  attended  school,  and  he  remained  there 
until  he  was  twenty-six  years  old,  assisting  with  the  general  work  about 
the  homestead.  On  March  24,  1880.  he  married  Rachael  A.  Dunlap,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joshua  and  Nancy  Dunlap.  Her  parents  were  of  Scotch-Irish  blood. 
In  May,  1880,  soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Scott  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
settling  in  Polk  township,  and  he  has  resided  here  ever  since,  a  period  of 
thirty  years,  during  which  time  he  has  seen  and  taken  part  in  great  changes. 
He  is  today  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  men  of  Polk  township, 
his  farm  consisting  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  improved.  He  has 
a  beautifully  located  and  commodious  home,  in  Maryville,  which  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  an  excellent  variety  of  fruit  and  shade  trees  and  good  outbuild¬ 
ings.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  while  he  takes  more  or  less  in¬ 
terest  in  all  local  political  issues,  he  has  not  been  an  office  seeker  himself, 
although  always  ready  to  do  what  he  deemed  necessary  to  advance  the  in¬ 
terests  of  his  party  and  the  general  good  of  the  community.  Mrs.  Scott  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and,  like  her  husband,  is  pop¬ 
ular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends.  Three  children  have  graced  their  union, 
namely:  Jessie  B.,  born  January  9,  1881,  died  January  13,  1883;  Emmet 
Foster,  born  March  17,  1883,  and  Clark  Ray.  born  February  28,  1888. 


GEORGE  S.  MILLER. 

One  of  the  honored  public  servants  in  Nodaway  county  is  George  S. 
Miller,  who  has  forged  his  way  to  the  front  by  a  strong  inherent  force  and 
well  directed  intelligence  and  judgment  and  he  stands  today  among  the 
enterprising,  public  spirited  men  of  his  locality.  He  keeps  fully  in  touch 
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with  means  and  measures  for  the  advancements  of  Maryville  and  for  the 
welfare  of  the  populace,  being  mindful  of  the  duties  he  owes  to  the  commu¬ 
nity,  discharging  the  same  as  becomes  a  man  of  character  and  influence, 
and  as  a  citizen  he  is  fully  abreast  of  the  times,  having  decided  opinions  and 
the  courage  of  his  convictions  on  all  the  leading  questions  of  the  day.  He 
has  made  a  very  commendable  record  as  county  engineer,  which  responsible 
position  he  is  at  this  writing  holding. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  on  August  3,  1856,  in  DeKalb  county,  Indiana. 
He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Miller,  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  northern 
Indiana,  having  first  visited  that  country  as  a  government  deputy  surveyor 
several  years  before  any  permanent  settlement  was  made,  when  the  cabin 
of  the  French  fur  trader  and  the  wigwam  of  the  red  man  were  still  to  be 
found.  Joseph  Miller  married  Rebecca  Moody,  daughter  of  Daniel  Moody, 
a  German  who  came  to  DeKalb  county  with  the  first  pioneers.  The  par¬ 
ents  of  George  S.  Miller  were  married  in  1832,  and  they  reared  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  of  whom  George  S.  was  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth. 
The  father  and  his  sons  developed  a  good  farm  from  the  wilderness  and 
became  well  established. 

George  S.  Miller  came  with  his  father  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
in  1866,  a  lad  ten  years  old,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  on  a  farm  near  Guil¬ 
ford,  and  during  the  winter  months  attended  the  neighboring-  schools.  How¬ 
ever,  his  father  being  hard  pressed  to  make  a  living  for  his  large  family  while 
they  were  growing  up,  and  also  owing  to  the  fact  that  educational  facilities 
were  limited,  the  subject  did  not  receive  a  very  extended  text-book  train¬ 
ing,  consequently  he  has  been  compelled  to  make  up  for  it  in  home  study. 
He  became  quite  proficient  in  mathematics,  in  the  study  of  which  his  father 
encouraged  him,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  elder  Miller  was  a  civil  engineer 
he  was  quite  capable  of  initiating  his  son  into  the  mysteries  of  higher  mathe¬ 
matics.  The  fact  that  the  father  also  held  the  office  of  county  surveyor  also 
gave  the  young  man  practice  along  with  “theory.” 

In  1887  George  S.  Miller  moved  to  Wichita  county,  Kansas,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1888  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  surveyor  and  com¬ 
missioner  of  roads  and  bridges,  which  he  held  for  eight  years  in  a  manner 
that  won  the  confidence  and  approval  of  all  concerned.  I11  March,  1902.  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Flanagan,  of  Nodaway  county,  her  father  having  come 
to  this  locality  in  1870  and  became  well  known  in  his  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  lived  in  Kansas  three  years,  then  returned  to  Nod¬ 
away  county.  After  serving  as  deputy  county  survever  for  a  period  of  six 
years,  Mr.  Miller  was  elected  county  surveyor  and  bridge  commissioner  in 
the  fall  of  1904,  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office  in  the  fall  of  1909. 
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On  February  12,  1910.  he  was  appointed  county  highway  engineer,  being  the 
first  man  who  ever  held  two  county  offices  in  Nodaway  county.  This  is 
certainly  evidence  of  his  high  standing  among  his  fellow  citizens  here  and 
of  his  genuine  worth  and  ability  as  a  public  servant.  As  an  official  he  is  said 
to  be  obliging,  courteous,  painstaking,  honest  and  conscientious  at  all  times. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  six  children  have  been  born,  namely :  Walter, 
Ira,  Karl,  Garland,  Mary  and  Isaac,  all  members  of  the  home  circle  and 
students  in  the  Maryville  schools 


WILLIAM  A.  BURRIS. 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  eligible  citizens  in  Hughes  township,  whose 
lives  have  been  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  representation  in  a  history  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  the  name  of  William  A.  Burris  is  encountered  near  the  top  of 
the  list.  He  was  born  here,  west  of  Graham,  May  7,  1862.  His  father  was 
William  Burris  and  his  mother  was  Mary  Frances  (Saunders)  Burris;  the 
father  was  born  in  Buchanan  county,  Missouri,  and  the  mother's  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Virginia.  They  were  married  in  Nodaway  county  and  settled  west 
of  Graham  where  they  lived  for  many  years  and  then  settled  in  Polk  town¬ 
ship,  about  two  miles  south  of  Maryville,  where  Mr.  Burris  died  April  19, 
1898,  his  wife  dying  on  November  20,  1904,  when  sixty-five  years  old,  he 
being  upwards  of  sixty.  Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  are 
living  at  this  writing,  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  R.  B.  Gex,  William  A. 
and  Giles  S. 

William  A.  Burris  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  place  west  of  Graham 
and  there  received  his  education  in  the  home  schools  and  at  Maryville.  After 
finishing  his  education  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming  on  his  father’s 
place,  where  he  lived  until  his  marriage  and  where  he  learned  the  science  of 
one  of  the  noblest  of  arts. 

On  June  22,  1893,  Mr.  Burris  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance,  at  Mary¬ 
ville,  with  Annie  D.  Holmes,  who  was  born  at  Liberty,  Missouri,  May  12, 
1864,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  and  Lucinda  (Mitchell)  Holmes.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  of  Iowa.  They  spent  most  of  their  mar¬ 
ried  life  in  Clay  county,  Missouri,  but  they  both  died  in  Maryville,  he  on 
February  t,  1910,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  and  she  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Burris  was  the  youngest. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Burris  engaged  for  a  period  of  six  years  in  the 
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mercantile  business  in  Maryville,  then  returned  to  fanning.  In  the  spring 
of  1899  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  owning  eighty  acres  of 
well-improved  land  which  yields  him  a  very  satisfactory  income. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burris,  namely :  Helen 
H.,  William  R.,  Lewis  R.,  Joe  E.  and  Anna  V.  Mr.  Burris  takes  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  township,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Burris 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America. 


ANDREW  M.  COTTRIL. 

In  scanning  the  list  of  Monroe  township's  deceased  citizens,  they  who, 
in  a  past  generation,  carried  forward  to  completion  the  splendid  work  begun 
by  the  pioneers,  and  who  left  behind  them  not  only  good  homes  and  one  of 
the  best  agricultural  sections  of  the  state,  but  at  the  same  time  reputations  of 
which  their  descendants  should  be  justly  proud,  the  name  of  Andrew  M.  Cott- 
ril  is  soon  encountered,  for  after  laboring  here  successfully  for  many  years 
he  took  up  his  journey  to  the  silent  land.  He  was  born  in  Hocking  county, 
Ohio,  September  16,  1845,  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Mace)  Cottril,  and 
when  he  was  about  six  years  of  age  his  parents  took  him  to  West  Virginia, 
where  they  lived  until  Andrew  M.  was  thirteen  years  old,  then  moved  back 
to  Ohio  and  remained  until  he  was  twenty-two ;  then  he  and  his  brother, 
Sinnet,  came  to  Stark  county,  Illinois,  and  worked  at  farm  work  by  the  month 
for  Gus  Bailey  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  month,  which  was  considered  good 
pay  in  those  days,  but  he  was  an  extraordinary  good  hand  and  lost  only  four 
days  in  two  years. 

On  September  7,  1870,  Andrew  M.  Cottril  married  Lottie  A.  Davis, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lois  (Moody)  Davis,  the  former  being  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Rachael  (Ennis)  Davis,  the  latter  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Lois 
Moody  was  the  daughter  of  Ira  and  Anna  Maria  (  Reeves)  Moody.  Ira 
Moody  came  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  from  Wisconsin  and  Anna  Maria 
Reeves  from  Ohio.  The  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Cottril  on  both  sides  were 
among  the  very  first  settlers  in  Stark  and  Peoria  counties,  Illinois,  and  in 
those  early  days  they  were  accustomed  to  make  trips  to  Chicago  with  ox  teams, 
a  distance  of  over  one  hundred  miles,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  their  trading. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cottril  moved  with  his  bride  to  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  and  the  following  spring  began  farming  on  rented  land,  continuing 
this  and  working  for  others  for  a  period  of  four  years.  He  then  came  to 
Nodaway  county  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  the  west  end  of  Green  township, 
later  buying  another  tract  of  forty  acres  adjoining,  then  another  forty,  mak- 
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ing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  one  tract.  Selling  out  in  1891,  he  bought 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  about  two  miles  northwest  of 
Skidmore  and  moved  there,  making  that  place  his  home  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  April  1,  1907,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years  and  six  months,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ill  two  weeks.  He  was  a  good  farmer  and  kept  his  place  in  excellent 
condition,  and  he  had  a  comfortable  and  cheerful  home. 

Mr.  Cottril  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  he  and  his  wife  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Christian  church.  He  frequently  recalled  the  trip  he  and  his 
wife  made  from  Illinois  to  this  county,  coming  all  the  way  in  a  wagon,  being 
on  the  road  fourteen  clays,  eight  of  which  were  rainy;  they  crossed  the  Miss¬ 
issippi  river  on  a  ferry-boat  at  Burlington,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Cottril  was  a  devoted  Christian,  kind  in  his  home  and  to  his  neigh¬ 
bors,  agreeable  to  all,  a  true  Mason  and  a  noble  man  and  citizen,  in  whose 
death  his  church,  his  lodge  and  the  community  lost  a  much  lamented  member. 
He  faced  the  unknown  beyond  with  true  Christian  faith  and  fortitude,  say¬ 
ing  to  his  daughter  just  before  the  end  came  that  he  was  “going  where  the 
sun  forever  shines.”  His  was  indeed  a  noble  nature  and  one  worth  emulating. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cottril,  namely:  Charles  Ira, 
who  was  born  July  18,  1871,  in  Atchison  county,  married  May  Long,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  A.  M.  Long  and  wife;  she  was  reared  in  Green  township,  this  county; 
they  live  now  in  Brown  county,  Kansas,  whither  they  moved  in  the  spring  of 
1910,  where  Mr.  Cottril  is  engaged  in  farming;  they  have  two  children,  Nellie 
and  Vernon.  Mattie  A.  Cottril,  who  was  born  September  12,  1875,  in  Green 
township,  married  William  Taylor, ^a  native  of  Indiana,  born  near  Laurel, 
and  who  came  to  Missouri  when  seventeen  years  of  age;  they  live  two  miles 
north  and  one  mile  east  of  Skidmore,  Green  township,  where  they  own  one 
hundred  and  eleven  acres,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  an  equal 
number  of  boys  and  girls,  Adrian,  Elta,  Mabel,  Paul,  Maud  and  Glen.  Roy 
E.  Cottril  was  born  in  Green  township,  March  20,  1885;  on  August  22,  1909. 
he  married  Bess  Strickler,  daughter  of  Edgar  R.  and  Britomarte  (Rice) 
Strickler.  She  was  born  in  Polk  township,  this  county.  Roy  E.  and  wife 
live  on  the  Cottril  homestead,  northwest  of  Skidmore. 


SAMUEL  T.  WARE. 

Although  the  unmarred  life-chapter  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  closed  and  the  seal  set  thereon  forever  by  the  “grim  reaper,”  his  in¬ 
fluence  for  good  still  pervades  the  lives  of  those  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
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ciated,  for  his  life  was  led  along  high  planes  of  endeavor  and  resulted  in 
not  only  the  accomplishment  of  good  for  himself  and  family,  but  in  the 
advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community  where  he  lived. 

Samuel  T.  Ware  was  born  in  Ross  county.  Ohio,  on  April  3,  1844,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Eliza  Jane  (Harper)  Ware,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Highland  county,  that  state.  About  1856  the  family  removed 
from  Ohio  to  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  law.  Two  years  later,  however,  the  family  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  locating  within  the  corporate  limits  of  where  Burlington  Junction 
now  stands,  the  father  here  entering  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
which  is  now  a  part  of  the  town.  He  was  successful  in  his  business  affairs 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres.  Some¬ 
time  after  coming  to  this  county  he  started  Ware's  Commercial  Bank,  the 
first  bank  at  Burlington  Junction,  and,  in  association  with  his  son,  John  H. 
Ware,  Jr.,  he  operated  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  stanch  in 
standing  for  his  honest  convictions  and  at  the  time  of  Lincoln’s  first  candi¬ 
dacy  for  the  presidency  Mr.  Ware  and  three  of  his  sons  were  the  only  men 
here  to  vote  for  him.  Mr.  Ware  served  many  years  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  during  his  life  he  gave  some  attention  to  the  practice  of  law,  being 
a  man  of  deep  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  practice 
and  pleading.  He  was  active  and  energetic  in  whatever  he  undertook  and 
stood  high  in  the  opinion  of  his  business  associates  and  acquaintances.  He 
was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  to  which  he  gave 
liberally. 

Samuel  T.  Ware  received  the  major  part  of  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  Nodaway  county,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  he  entered  and  completed  an  academic  course  at  the 
academy  at  Clarinda,  Iowa.  He  engaged  some  years  in  teaching  school  and 
then  took  up  the  pursuit  of  farming.  Subsequently  he  went  into  the  milling 
business  at  Quitman,  this  county,  with  which  he  was  identified  for  about 
twenty-five  years.  On  the  death  of  his  father  he  returned  to  the  home  farm 
and  took  up  its  management.  He  gave  special  attention  to  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  white  faced  and  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs,  as  well 
as  Percheron  horses,  in  which  he  met  with  great  success.  He  acquired  the 
ownership  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city  of  Burlington 
Junction  and  also  owned  other  tracts  of  good  farming  land.  He  was  a  man 
of  progressive  ideas,  yet  of  sound  and  conservative  judgment,  everything 
he  undertook  being  carried  through  successfully.  He  occupied  a  prominent 
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place  in  the  community  for  years  and  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
was  active  in  politics  and  was  deeply  interested  in  his  church.  In  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  December  23,  1896,  the  community  suffered  a  distinct 
and  irreparable  loss,  and  his  memory  is  held  sacred  by  those  who  knew  him. 

In  November,  1871,  Mr.  Ware  was  united  in  marriage  with  Agnes 
McKnight,  the  daughter  of  Calvin  Sears  and  Huldah  (Russell)  McKnight. 
These  parents  were  originally  from  New  York  state,  but  moved  to  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  where  the  father  followed  farming,  and  in  1858  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  locating  west  of  Quitman,  where  he  accumulated  about  three  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  good  land.  His  only  son  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ware  were  born  the  following  children  :  Lenonora.  wife  of 
Edgar  Johnson;  James  C.,  Richard  H.,  Frank  E.,  Samuel  T.  (deceased), 
Jesse  C.  (deceased).  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Ware  served  as  a  member 
of  the  State  Militia. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  the  Burlington  Junction  Post  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  to  say  of  Mr.  Ware: 

“As  a  friend,  he  was  sincere,  constant  and  true.  He  saw  the  good 
in  his  friends — their  shortcomings  he  overlooked,  and  he  was  always  ready 
to  aid  in  every  possible  way.  His  manhood  and  genuine  worth  were  per¬ 
haps  better  seen  and  more  fully  understood  in  the  home  than  anywhere  else. 
As  a  husband,  he  was  loving,  thoughtful,  helpful  and  considerate.  As  a 
father  he  was  kind  and  exceedingly  anxious  that  his  children  should  have 
the  very  best  training  physically,  intellectually  and  morally.  He  lived  with 
and  for  his  family.  He  is  no  longer  present  in  person,  but  he  will  live  over 
his  life  in  his  children  and  through  them  his  influence  will  extend  indefinitely 
and  the  world  will  be  better  for  his  teachings  and  example.  His  erect  figure, 
kindly  face  and  pleasant  greeting  will  long  be  remembered  and  will  be  missed 
by  his  numerous  friends,  who  recognized  his  sterling  worth  and  loved  and 
respected  him.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  daughter,  three  sons,  son-in-law, 
two  daughters-in-law,  and  three  grandchildren.’' 

Quitman  Lodge,  No.  196,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  which 
Mr.  Ware  was  an  appreciative  member,  passed  the  following  resolutions; 

“Whereas,  it  has  pleased  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  to  call 
from  labor  to  rest  our  dearly  belover  Brother  Samuel  T.  Ware,  who  died 
December  23,  1896,  therefore, 

“Resolved,  that  in  the  death  of  Brother  Ware  his  family  have  lost  a 
devoted  husband  and  father,  the  lodge  a  faithful  and  useful  member,  and 
the  community  an  upright  and  honored  citizen. 
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“Resolved,  that  we  will  ever  bear  in  grateful  remembrance  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  with  which  Brother  Ware  discharged  all  of  his  Masonic  duties, 
and  will  try  to  imitate  his  devotion  to  the  grand  principles  of  our  fraternity. 

“Resolved,  that  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  widow 
and  children,  and  recommend  them  to  the  care  of  that  God  whom  Brother 
Ware  served  and  whom  he  trusted.” 


CHARLES  E.  WALKER. 

Among  the  enterprising  men  of  Nodaway  county  who  owe  their  suc¬ 
cess  and  advancement  in  life  to  their  own  industry  and  well-directed  efforts 
is  Charles  E.  Walker.  To  him  the  reward  that  is  always  vouched  to  the 
honest  and  persevering  is  a  sufficient  recompense,  and  this  is  his,  as  may 
be  seen  bv  a  brief  review  of  his  very  active  career. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
in  1869,  the  son  of  William  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Manes)  Walker;  the  father, 
a  full  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  was  born  in  Ross 
county,  Ohio. 

Charles  E.  Walker  spent  his  youth  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  assisted 
with  the  general  work  about  the  place  and  attended  the  district  schools  in 
the  winter-time.  Being  ambitious  for  a  higher  mental  discipline,  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Missouri  State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated,  having 
made  a  splendid  record  for  scholarship.  Believing  that  the  free  life  of  the 
husbandman  held  the  greater  charms  and  inducements  for  him,  he  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  after  leaving  the  school-room  and  he  has  made  this 
his  chief  life  work,  his  efforts  meeting  with  well  merited  success.  He 
operates  six  hundred  acres  which  constitutes  one  of  the  best  and  most  de¬ 
sirable  farms  in  this  favored  section  of  the  great  Empire  state  of  the  West. 
His  place  is  well  improved  in  every  respect  and  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  He  has  an  attractive  and  nicely  furnished  residence  and  large  and 
substantial  outbuildings.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
feeding  large  numbers  of  hogs  and  cattle  from  year  to  year.  Ever  since  he 
first  took  up  farming  on  the  home  place  in  1894,  where  he  still  resides,  his 
advancement  has  been  steady  and ‘he  has  become  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  this  part  of  the  county;  however,  some  of  his  extensive  operations  have 
been  carried  on  in  another  state.  In  the  fall  of  1898  he  moved  to  Colorado 
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and  there  he  and  his  brother  became  the  owners  of  a  cattle  ranch  of  two 
thousand  acres  which  they  operated  very  successfully.  It  was  known  as  the 
“Old  Barnes  Camp”  on  the  Cashlapode  river.  In  1903  they  sold  this  ranch 
and  moved  to  Loveland,  Colorado,  where  they  engaged  extensively  in  cattle 
feeding.  In  April,  1907,  Charles  E.  Walker  returned  to  the  farm  north  of 
Burlington  Junction,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Walker  was  married  on  January  1,  1902,  to  Eva  A.  Gaugh,  the 
daughter  of  an  excellent  family  of  Chillicothe,  Missouri.  This  union  has 
been  graced  by  the  birth  of  one  child,  Pauline  Frances. 

Politically  Mr.  Walker  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  for  ditch  draining.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  lodge  of 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  chapter.  Mrs.  Walker  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  are  well  known  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  and  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


WILLIAM  H.  WALKER. 

One  of  the  best  remembered  and  highly  honored  citizens  of  the  western 
and  northern  part  of  Nodaway  county  was  the  late  William  H.  Walker,  one 
of  the  most  successful  agriculturists  of  his  day  and  generation  whose 
methods  and  modes  of  living  it  would  be  well  for  the  youth  to  emulate  if 
they  would  reap  the  rewards  of  industry  and  wholesome  living. 

Mr.  Walker  was  born  in  Londonderry,  Ohio,  in  1844,  the  son  of  Jesse 
and  Eliza  (Huddle)  Walker,  a  fine  old  Buckeye  family.  He  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  community  and  assisted  with  the  general  work 
about  the  place.  He  proved  his  patriotism  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age 
by  enlisting  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  being 
one  of  the  gallant  members  of  Company  B,  which  saw  some  very  strenu¬ 
ous  service. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Walker  returned  to  Ohio  and  in  1865 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  when  much  of  this  section  was  un¬ 
developed.  His  parents  accompanied  him  and  they  purchased  land  where  Mrs. 
William  H.  Walker  now  resides ;  here  the  parents  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives, 
becoming  well  situated. 

William  H.  Walker  was  married  on  December  24,  1868,  to  Mary  A. 
Manes,  who  was  born  in  Brownsburg,  Indiana.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Elihu  and  Margaret  (Foster)  Manes,  who,  in  1865,  came  to  Nodaway 
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county,  Missouri,  and  located  near  Clearmont,  the  father  having  died  in 
Iowa  a  short  time  previous. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  they  began  farming  two 
and  one-fourth  miles  south  of  Clearmont  and  there  developed  a  good  farm, 
living  on  it  until  1880,  when  they  bought  the  present  Walker  homestead  and 
here  Mr.  Walker’s  death  occurred  on  November  2,  1907.  He  put  excellent 
improvements  on  this  place  and  it  ranked  among  the  best  in  the  township. 
He  was  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer  and  was  a  business  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  accumulated  eleven  hundred  acres,  six 
hundred  of  which  were  located  north  of  Burlington  Junction,  the  remainder 
south  of  the  town  where  the  Walker  home  is  located.  He  carried  on  general 
farming  on  an  extensive  scale  and  also  fed  cattle  and  hogs  in  large  numbers. 
He  was  very  successful  in  whatever  he  undertook,  seldom  miscalculating, 
and  he  had  the  confidence  of  everyone,  for  his  life  was  exemplary  and  all  his 
business  done  on  legitimate  and  fair  basis. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Walker  the  following  children  were  born : 
Charles  E.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work;  Anna 
L.,  Everett  E.  (Mrs.  Margaret  McDowell),  Pearl,  Edward  M.,  William  H., 
Jesse  H.,  Alma  is  deceased,  as  is  also  Pancie. 

Mr.  Walker  was  a  Republican  and  a  prominent  Mason,  belonging  to 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Shriners,  chapter,  commandery 
and  other  degrees  of  this  fraternity.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church,  of  which  Mrs.  Walker  is  also  a  member.  He  was  a  man  whom  to 
know  was  to  respect  and  admire,  courteous  to  all,  obliging,  generous,  hospita¬ 
ble  in  his  home  and  a  man  who  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  upright  life 
and  his  splendid  business  achievements. 


J.  W.  PRAIS WATER. 

In  studying  the  interesting  life  histories  of  many  of  the  better  class  of 
men,  and  the  ones  of  unquestioned  merit  and  honor,  it  will  be  found  that 
they  have  very  largely  been  compelled  to  map  out  their  own  careers  and  furnish 
their  own  motive  force  in  scaling  the  heights  of  success,  and  it  is  such  an  one 
who  is  represented  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

J.  W.  Praiswater  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  having  been  born  in 
Holt  county,  in  1872,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Niece)  Prais- 
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water.  These  parents,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Cocke  county, 
Tennessee,  moved  to  Indiana,  where  they  remained  until  about  i860,  when 
they  came  to  Missouri,  where  he  followed  farming,  which  was  his  life  oc¬ 
cupation.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Union  army.  On  first  com¬ 
ing  to  Missouri,  he  located  in  Andrew  county,  subsequently  removing  to 
Holt  county,  but  finally  again  going  to  Andrew  county,  where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  the  others,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  reaching  mature  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  se¬ 
cured  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Up  to  the  year  1908  he  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits,  his  first  efforts  being  in  Holt  county,  where 
he  operated  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  Besides  carrying  on  gen¬ 
eral  farming,  he  paid  much  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  livestock, 
specializing  on  Shorthorn  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs  and  German  coach 
horses.  He  was  practical  in  his  operations  and  a  good  business  manager, 
so  that  he  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  in  his  efforts.  In  1908 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  T.  W.  Balou  Lumber  Company,  in  Holt  county, 
and  the  following  year  he  came  to  Burlington  Junction  and,  in  company  with 
J.  W.  McGee,  bought  a  lumber  yard.  They  operated  this  enterprise  together 
until  February,  1910,  when  Mr.  Praiswater  bought  his  partner’s  interest  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  business  alone.  He  carried  a  large  and  well  selected 
stock  of  lumber  and  building  material  and  enjoys  a  large  and  constantly 
increasing  patronage,  his  efforts  to  accommodate  and  please  his  customers  be¬ 
ing  duly  appreciated  by  them.  He  is  a  thorough  business  man  and  his  high 
standard  of  integrity  has  earned  for  him  the  regard  of  all  who  have  had 
dealings  with  him. 

In  1894  Mr.  Praiswater  was  united  in  marriage  to  Edith  Duncan,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of.  three  children,  namely :  Emilia  Garnet, 
Edith  Gladys  and  Grace  Loraine. 

Politically,  Mr.  Praiswater  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support 
of  the  nominees  of  the  Republican  party  and  takes  a  proper  interest  in  public 
affairs,  though  not  a  seeker  after  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 
Fraternally,  he  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  while  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest  and  liberal  supporter. 

Tireless  energy,  keen  business  foresight  and  honesty  of  purpose  and 
action  have  characterized  Mr.  Praiswater’s  business  career  and  he  has  hon¬ 
estly  merited  the  success  which  is  attending  his  efforts. 
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GEORGE  W.  MAY,  M.  D. 

Among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of  Nodaway  county,  none  occupies 
a  higher  place  in  public  estimation  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears 
above,  who  for  many  years  was  a  leader  in  the  medical  profession  in  this 
county,  standing  in  the  front  rank  among  the  practitioners  of  the  healing  art. 
He  has  now,  because  of  advancing  years,  relinquished  the  active  practice,  and 
is  living  comfortably  and  quietly  at  his  home  in  Burlington  Junction. 

George  W.  May  was  born  on  November  6,  1838,  in  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Clarissa  (Jordan)  May,  both  of  whom  also  were 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion  state.  John  May  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and 
eventually  moved  to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Iowa,  where  he  and  his  wife 
spent  their  last  days. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  ,a  fair  common  school  education  in 
Virginia  and  Indiana,  and,  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  learned  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  which  he  followed  several  years,  and  then  was  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  mechanic  until  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  when,  in  August, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  Kansas  Cavalry,  of  which  he  became 
first  orderly  sergeant.  Subsequently  he  was  transferred  to  Company  Iv, 
Tenth  Regiment  Kansas  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which  he  was  second  lieu¬ 
tenant  and  eventually  captain,  serving  in  the  latter  capacity  until  receiving 
his  honorable  discharge  in  September,  1865.  During  his  military  service  the 
subject  became  interested  in  the  subject  of  medicine  and  gave  the  subject 
serious  study  under  the  direction  of  the  regimental  surgeon.  During  a  part 
of  the  years  1863  and  1864  he  was  stationed  in  St.  Louis  and  while  there 
began  his  studies  in  the  St.  Louis  College  of  Medicine,  attending  two  sessions. 
Immediately  after  his  discharge  from  the  military  service  he  located  on  a 
farm  at  Pleasanton,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  about  1868,  when  he 
entered  upon  the  regular  practice  of  the  medical  profession  at  Pleasanton. 
He  met  with  pronounced  success  and  in  1873  he  moved  to  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  practicing  there  until  1880,  when  he  located  at  Burlington  Junc¬ 
tion,  Nodaway  county,  where  during  the  following  twenty  years  he  gave  his 
undivided  attention  to  the  active  practice.  He  was  also  in  the  drug  business 
for  about  five  years  of  this  time.  He  retired  from  the  active  practice  in  1900 
and  has  since  lived  quietly  at  Burlington  Junction,  enjoying  that  rest  which 
he  so  richly  earned  during  his  active  years.  Doctor  May  acquired  a  wide 
reputation  for  his  success  in  handling  diseases  and  he  successfully  handled 
many  very  difficult  cases,  being  also  frequently  called  into  consultation  by 
his  professional  brethren,  by  whom  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
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On  November  io,  1856,  Doctor  May  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 

A.  Crawford,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  Alice  E.,  Jessie 

B. ,  Clarissa  G.,  Maggie,  Ole  J.,  Zulu  and  Leo  J.,  who  served  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  Mrs.  Mary  May  died  on  March  10,  1893,  and  on  August  28, 
1895,  the  Doctor  married  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  (Evans)  Thomson.  The  latter 
was  born  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  in  March,  1846,  and  removed  from  there 
to  southern  Iowa  with  her  first  husband.  She  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
church  of  the  Latter-day  Saints.  Politically,  Doctor  May  is  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  party.  Every  worthy  movement  has  always  found  in  him 
a  stanch  supporter  and  his  influence  has  ever  been  exerted  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  community.  Because  of  his 
high  character  and  genuine  worth,  he  enjoys  the  regard  of  all  who  know 
him. 


ROBERT  N.  BARBER. 

One  of  the  central  figures  in  the  banking  circles  of  western  Nodaway 
county  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  to  this  review.  Promi¬ 
nent  in  business  circles,  with  a  reputation  that  has  won  him  a  name  for  sound 
judgment  and  high-grade  business  ability,  there  is  today  no  more  prominent 
or  highly  esteemed  man  in  Nodaway  township,  with  the  history  of  which 
he  has  been  identified  for  a  number  of  years. 

Robert  N.  Barber  is  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  having  been  born 
in  Monroe  township,  on  November  21.  1874.  He  is  a  son  of  Newton  H.  and 
Huldah  (Martin)  Barber,  the  former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of 
Alabama.  The  paternal  grandparents,  William  and  Eliza  (Hammond)  Bar¬ 
ber,  who  were  of  English  nativity,  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Ohio  in 
the  early  history  of  that  state,  and  there  lived  on  a  farm.  The  subject’s  ma¬ 
ternal  grandparents,  James  and  Lucy  (Putnam)  Martin,  lived  for  many 
years  in  Alabama.  During  the  Civil  war  he  and  one  son  served  in  the  Union 
army,  the  father  dying  of  exposure  and  the  son  being  killed  in  battle.  Newton 
H.  Barber  moved  with  his  parents  from  Ohio  to  near  Quincy,  Illinois,  where 
they  followed  farming  until  about  1870,  when  they  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  locating  in  Monroe  township.  There  the  elder  members  of  the 
family  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  their  deaths  occurring  at  Skidmore. 
Newton  H.  Barber  acquired  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
operated  until  1881,  when  he  moved  to  Nodaway  township  and  secured  one 
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hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883.  He  was  the  father  of  three  children,  all 
of  whom  are  still  living.  Politically  he  was  a  member  of  the  old  Green¬ 
back  party  and  his  religious  membership  was  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  took  an  active  interest. 

Robert  X.  Barber  secured  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Burlington  Junction,  supplementing  this  •  with  a  commercial  course  at 
Maryville,  completing  his  studies  in  1892.  From  that  time  until  1898  he  was 
engaged  in  operating  the  home  farm  in  Nodaway  township,  but  in  the  year 
named  he  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  cashier  of  the  Northwestern  Bank 
of  Missouri  at  Burlington  Junction,  of  which  he  became  cashier  in  1904. 
He  is  still  the  incumbent  of  this  responsible  position  and  has  general  over¬ 
sight  of  the  bank's  affairs,  much  of  its  success  being  due  to  his  business 
ability  and  sound  judgment.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  real  estate  business, 
having  an  accurate  knowledge  of  land  values  and  handling  a  number  of 
important  deals. 

In  1901  Mr.  Barber  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Amy  Staples,  the 
daughter  of  David  Boyer.  This  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two 
interesting  children,  Huldah  M.  and  Robert  N.,  Jr.  Politically,  Mr.  Barber 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  though  in  no  sense  a  seeker 
after  public  office.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America.  His  religious  membership  is  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  to  which  he  gives  a  liberal  support.  A  courteous  and 
genial  gentleman,  Mr.  Barber  has  won  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends  and 
is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  considered  a  strong  business  man 
and  his  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose  are  above  suspicion. 


EMMIT  A.  HAWKINS. 

Emmit  A.  Hawkins  is  recognized  in  his  township  as  a  public-spirited 
citizen,  ready  at  all  times  to  assist  in  promoting  public  improvements  and  as 
an  advocate  of  good  roads  and  good  schools  he  has  done  much  good  and  is 
deserving  of  a  place  in  the  history  of  his  locality. 

Mr.  Hawkins  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Illinois,  in  1853.  He  is  the 
son  of  August  B.  and  Mary  (Cowan)  Hawkins,  the  father  a  native  of  North 
Carolina  and  the  mother  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  August  B.  Hawkins  was 
a  successful  merchant  for  manv  years,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1861.  He 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


747 


and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  Mr.  Hawkins 
was  a  Democrat,  but  did  not  take  a  very  active  part  in  political  affairs. 

Emmit  A.  Hawkins  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Warren 
county,  Illinois,  and  when  a  young  man  he  went  to  Montana  with  his  uncle 
and  there  continued  his  schooling,  and  there  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  then  returned  to  Warren  county,  Illinois,  and  there,  in  1877, 
married  and  took  up  farming  as.  a  livelihood  and  remained  there  several  years. 
He  came  to  Missouri  March  1,  1880,  with  his  family,  and  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county.  The  land  had  been 
improved,  and  here  he  remained  three  years,  then  launched  in  the  lumber  busi¬ 
ness  in  Braddyville  and  Clarinda,  Page  county,  Iowa,  and  for  several  years 
enjoyed  a  fair  measure  of  success  in  this  line.  He  finally  returned  to  the  com¬ 
munity  where  he  first  settled  in  Atchison  township,  and  in  1894  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  where  he  now  lives,  having  since  that  time 
added  forty  acres.  He  has  an  excellent  farm,  well  improved  and  well  tilled, 
on  which  he  has  erected  new  and  substantial  buildings,  attractive  in  design 
and  wTell  suited  to  his  needs. 

Besides  carrying  on  general  farming,  Mr.  Hawkins  is  a  breeder  of  Pol- 
and-China  hogs,  white-faced  cattle,  also  draft  and  driving  horses.  His  stock 
finds  a  ready  market  owing  to  their  excellent  quality.  Mr.  Hawkins  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mutual  Telephone  Company  of  this  place  and  its  increasing  suc¬ 
cess  is  due  to  his  able  management  of  its  affairs.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawkins  the  following  children  have  been  born;  Rox- 
anna,  of  Fort  Morgan,  Colorado;  Otis  Leroy,  of  Aurora,  Kansas;  May  and 
Claron  Bradshaw  are  living  at  home. 


JAMES  E.  ALEXANDER,  SR. 

As  a  result  of  his  former  years  of  industry  and  good  management  James 
Alexander  is  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  at  Pickering,  Nodaway 
county,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  life  and  the  friendship  of  his  many  ac¬ 
quaintances  who  esteem  him  for  his  many  years  of  activity  in  their  midst, 
his  public  spirit  and  strict  honesty.  He  was  born  near  Belleville,  St.  Clair 
county,  Illinois,  February  13,  1834,  the  son  of  William  and  Parthena  (Jones) 
Alexander,  the  former  a  native  of  Louisiana  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee. 
The  father  died  when  James  was  six  years  old,  in  1840,  in  Washington 
county,  Illinois.  His  widow  married  a  Mr.  Shoemaker  and  went  to  Warren 
county,  near  Monmouth,  Illinois,  to  reside,  remaining  there  until  James  was 
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sixteen  years  old,  then,  in  1849,  moved  to  near  Centerville,  Iowa,  and  there 
James  grew  up  in  a  new  country.  He  hired  out  to  do  farm  work  when 
fourteen  years  old,  receiving  eight  dollars  per  month,  later  for  nine  dollars. 
Until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  turned  his  wages  over  to  his  mother. 
He  had  no  opportunity  to  attend  school,  but  had  a  start  in  life  when  twenty- 
one,  owning  two  yoke  of  cattle.  In  1855,  when  twenty -two  year  s  old.  he 
married  Maria  Hendre,  who  was  two  years  his  senior,  their  wedding  oc¬ 
curring  five  miles  east  of  Centerville.  Mrs.  Alexander  was  born  in  Vigo 
county,  Indiana,  twelve  miles  northeast  of  Terre  Haute.  They  first  met  in 
Appanoose  county,  Iowa.  In  1856  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  with  about 
three  hundred  dollars ;  he  owed  eighty  dollars  hack  in  Iowa,  which  he  sent 
to  the  man  he  owed.  His  brother  John  had  located  in  Nodaway  county.  He 
and  his  brother  came  on  horseback  to  the  Platte  river  country  and  in  the 
spring  of  1856  he  came  with  the  rest  of  the  family,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Sheridan ;  the  father-in-law,  then  advanced  in  years,  came  there  also  and  spent 
the  last  twelve  years  of  his  life  with  James,  dying  June  21,  1886,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years,  having  been  born  on  September  2,  1789. 

James  Alexander  got  land  on  the  Platte  river  in  Independence  township. 
It  was  county  swamp  land,  which  he  purchased  at  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  buying  one  hundred  and  one  acres.  The  county  could 
not  give  good  title,  so  when  the  war  began  he  turned  his  attention  to  stock 
raising,  paying  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  head  for  calves  which  he  kept 
two  years  and  sold  for  thirty  dollars  each,  thus  enabling  him  to  repurchase 
his  land  at  the  same  price  and  the  following  year  he  was  enabled  to  pay  it 
off.  He  kept  stock  on  the  place  and  made  money.  He  remained  on  that  farm 
unil  1875,  nineteen  years.  He  accumulated  during  that  time  three  hundred 
and  fifty-six  acres,  paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents,  four  and  five 
dollars  per  acre,  and  some  at  ten.  He  sold  out  in  1875,  realizing  ten  thousand 
dollars,  about  six  thousand  being  from  the  land.  He  moved  to  Maryville  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  his  daughter.  He  bought  a  farm  two  miles  north  of 
the  depot  of  the  Kansas  City  railroad,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the 
Pickering  road,  and  moved  thereto.  Later  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  at  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  and  he  retained  this  place  six  years.  He  ap¬ 
propriated  the  fine  range  about  him  and  sold  much  stock  “off  the  grass.” 
About  1884  he  S°W  die  farm  for  ten  thousand  dollars  and  moved  to  White 
Cloud  township,  fourteen  miles  south  of  Maryville,  buying  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  for  five  thousand  and  two  hundred  dollars.  It  was  an  improved 
farm  but  there  was  no  “range.”  He  farmed  there  six  years,  then  sold  his 
personal  property,  including  considerable  stock,  but  not  the  farm,  realizing 
about  six  thousand  dollars,  and  moved  into  Maryville,  renting  his  farm  at 
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seven  hundred  dollars  per  year.  Four  years  later  he  sold  the  farm  for  ten 
thousand  dollars.  In  the  meantime  he  had  bought  his  present  home  in  Pick¬ 
ering  and  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  adjoining  the  town,  paying  thirty- 
seven  and  one-half  dollars  per  acre.  He  later  added  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  at  sixty  dollars  per  acre,  making  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  a  body,  which  is  all  now  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
per  acre.  Later  the  village  expanded  and  took  two  blocks  off  his  land.  Soon 
after  buying  here  he  built  his  present  attractive  and  substantial  home,  one  of 
the  most  desirable  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  moved  to  it  in  1892,  and 
he  has  since  lived  retired.  His  son-in-law,  James  L.  Neal,  is  operating  his 
farm,  which  is  highly  improved,  and  on  which  stands  an  orchard  of  about 
fifty  acres,  which  alone  has  paid  him  four  thousand  and  four  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  in  one  season.  Mr.  Alexander  also  owns  a  very  valuable  place  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the  bottoms  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Two  river, 
also  owns  two  business  houses  in  Pickering,  the  drug  store  occupying  one 
brick  and  harness  shop  in  the  other.  He  has  made  a  great  success  in 
whatever  he  has  undertaken  since  coming  to  Nodaway  county,  being  a  good 
manager  and  a  keen  observer,  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men  having  ever 
been  such  as  to  inspire  their  confidence  and  good-will. 

Mr.  Alexander  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life  and  a  Union  man,  but 
he  has  never  found  time  to  devote  much  attention  to  public  affairs  or  seek 
office ;  however,  he  is  always  on  the  right  side  of  all  local  questions  and 
supports  whatever  tends  to  make  for  the  general  good.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church  for  forty  years. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alexander :  Mary 
Ann,  wife  of  James  L.  Neal,  who  operates  the  home  place,  is  the  mother 
of  three  children  living;  Gertie  Mae  is  a  graduate  of  the  high  school  and 
normal  school,  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  taught  for  some  time  in  this  countv; 
she  married  Daniel  S.  Robinson,  of  LTnion  township;  Chloe  Ervin;  James 
Neal. 


HENRY  DIEM. 

A  man  of  marked  individuality,  the  subject  of  this  review  is  a 
typical  representative  of  that  large  and  enterprising  class  of  agriculturists  to 
whom  the  great  commonwealth  of  Missouri  owes  much  of  its  prosperity 
and  development,  and  his  record  shows  him  to  have  been  faithful  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty  in  the  community,  to  his  neighbors  and  to  himself. 

Mr.  Diem  was  born  in  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  March  30, 
1858.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  until  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
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and  during  the  years  of  his  boyhood  he  secured  a  good  practical  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  Keystone  state.  In  1879  he  started  for  Kansas, 
but  soon  afterwards  came  to  Nodaway  county,  engaging  in  farm  work  for 
Rev.  D.  C.  Gann.  On  February  18,  1890,  Mr.  Diem  married,  in  Rhode 
Island,  Ada  Rhodes,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ellen  Rhodes,  who  came  to 
Nodaway  county  when  she  was  nine  years  old,  buying  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Diem.  They  lived  there  until  about  1889.  when  they  returned  to 
their  former  home  in  Woonsocket,  Rhode  Island,  where  the  father  had 
formerly  been  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  business.  He  subsequently  died 
at  Providence.  Rhode  Island.  On  leaving  Nodaway  county  they  sold  the 
farm  which  they  had  owned  here,  and  which  was  close  to  where  Mr.  Diem 
had  lived.  After  his  marriage  he  was  employed  about  two  years  at  farm 
work,  and  during  the  following  two  years  he  operated  rented  land,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  he  bought  the  farm  now  owned  bv  Mr.  Cottrell,  on  which 
he  erected  a  good  set  of  farm  buildings  and  developed  it  into  a  good  farm. 
In  August,  1907,  he  sold  this  place;  afterwards  bought  the  splendid  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides  and  which  was  formerly  the  home  of  Mrs.  Diem, 
though  he  bought  it  of  John  Lieber.  The  place,  which  is  located  one  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  Maryville,  is  highly  improved  and  the  land  is  practically 
all  in  cultivation  and  yielding  bountiful  crops  in  return  for  the  labor  be¬ 
stowed,  it  being  considered  the  equal  of  any  eighty-acre  tract  in  the  township. 
Mr.  Diem,  through  his  progressive  methods,  indomitable  energy,  wise  man¬ 
agement  and  sensible  economy  has  been  prosperous  in  all  his  undertakings  and 
is  numbered  among  the  successful  men  of  the*  community.  All  he  has  is 
the  result  solely  of  his  own  earnest  efforts,  he  having  started  life  here  on  the 
magnificent  salary  of  five  dollars  per  month  and  board,  soon  afterwards 
given  a  promotion  to  thirteen  dollars,  and  from  that  time  on  he  has  steadily 
risen  step  by  step  to  his  present  comfortable  position.  In  addition  to  a  line 
of  general  farming,  Mr.  Diem  also  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of 
livestock,  principally  cattle  and  hogs,  in  which  he  has  been  successful. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diem  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Jennie,  who  remains 
at  home  and  who  is  popular  in  the  social  circles  in  which  she  moves,  being  a 
young  lady  of  pleasing  personality  and  kindly  manners.  Mr.  Diem  is  per¬ 
sonally  popular  with  all  who  know  him,  because  of  his  sterling  qualities  and 
genuine  worth. 


ROBERT  LYLE. 


Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Polk  township,  Nod¬ 
away  county,  Missouri,  none  stands  higher  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
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citizens  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  Persistent  indus¬ 
try,  well-directed  effort  and  sound  business  judgment  have  been  the  con¬ 
comitants  which  have  contributed  to  the  success  which  has  crowned  his 
labors,  and  his  sterling  integrity  and  upright  life  have  gained  for  him  uni¬ 
versal  respect. 

Robert  Lyle  was  born  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  on  March  1,  1851,  and  he  is 
one  of  eight  children,  seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  born  to  Hugh  and  Nancy 
H.  (Hutchison)  Lyle.  These  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  born  in 
county  Derry,  though  of  Scotch-Irish  ancestry.  They  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  soon  after  their  marriage  and  located  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  employed  as  an  iron  worker.  In  1865  he  had  bought  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie  land  in  Hughes  township,  four  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Graham,  for 
which  he  paid  from  two  and  a  half  to  five  dollars  an  acre,  and  in  1867  the 
family  located  on  this  land,  where  the  father  remained  until  after  his  second 
marriage.  His  wife  died  in  the  fall  of  1889  and  in  1893  he  married  again 
at  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  and  thereafter  made  his  home  in  Washington, 
D.  C.,  though  he  frequently  made  visits  to  his  children  in  Missouri.  He 
died  suddenly  on  October  13,  1897,  at  the  home  of  his  son,  adjoining  the  old 
home  farm,  while  on  one  of  his  annual  visits  here,  and  during  the  days  just 
preceding  his  death  he  had  been  enjoying  himself  apparently  to  an  unusual 
degree.  His  second  wife,  who  had  borne  the  name  of  Amelia  J.  Roland, 
had  been,  prior  to  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Lyle,  a  clerk  in  the  pension  depart¬ 
ment  at  Washington,  having  succeeded  her  first  husband  in  this  position. 
She  now  resides  in  Maryville,  though  spending  much  time  with  her  hus¬ 
band’s  children  elsewhere  in  Missouri.  The  children  born  to  Hugh  and 
Nancy  Lyle  were  as  follows:  James,  retired,  who  is  now  living  on  the 
farm  at  Graham;  William  John  died  in  Hughes  township  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight  years;  Robert,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Humphrey,  a 
farmer  in  Hughes  township;  Rankin  is  a  retired  farmer  and  now  lives  in 
Maryville :  Hugh  Hutchison  is  a  farmer  in  White  Cloud  township,  this 
county ;  Alexander  Payne  lives  in  Hughes  township ;  Sarah,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  James  B.  Robertson,  of  Hughes  township. 

Robert  Lyle  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority  and  received  a  good  practical  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  devoted 
his  attention  and  in  which  he  was  eminently  successful,  being  enabled  to 
add  other  tracts  by  purchase,  until  he  became  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  and  a  half  acres,  for  which  he  had  paid  from  thirty  to 
forty-five  dollars  an  acre.  He  erected  good  buildings  and  operated  the  farm 
continuously  until  1903,  when  he  sold  or  exchanged  that  land  at  a  valuation 
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of  sixty-eight  and  a  quarter  dollars  an  acre,  his  present  farm  being  acquired 
at  a  valuation  of  eighty  dollars  an  acre.  He  now  owns  the  George  Moffatt 
farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  lying  three  miles  southeast  of  the 
court  house,  comprising  as  fine  a  body  of  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county 
and  on  which  are  a  fine  set  of  buildings,  everything  about  the  place  being 
modern  and  up-to-date,  he  having  spent  considerable  money  in  improve¬ 
ments  since  acquiring  the  place.  It  is  widely  known  as  the  “Elwood  Stock 
and  Poultry  Farm,”  and  Mr.  Lyle  has  gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a 
raiser  of  thoroughbred  Percheron  horses,  Red  Polled  cattle,  and  Barred 
Plymouth  Rock  chickens,  the  latter  department  being  in  the  hands  of  Mrs. 
Lyle,  who  has  shown  a  particular  aptitude  for  this  special  work.  The 
product  of  their  efforts  commands  good  prices,  the  superior  quality  being  rec¬ 
ognized  generally  by  good  judges. 

On  May  29,  1883,  Mr.  Lyle  was  married  to  Mary  C.  Roelofson,  who 
was  born  in  McLean  county,  Illinois,  and  is  a  sister  of  former  public  admin¬ 
istrator,  J.  F.  Roelofson.  She  came  to  Nodaway  county  prior  to  her  mar¬ 
riage,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  having  formerly  taught  in  Illinois. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyle  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely :  Harry,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Maryville;  Lester,  a  telegraph 
operator  at  Orr,  Nebraska;  Floy  graduated  from  the  Maryville  high  school 
with  the  class  of  1910;  Virgil  is  a  freshman  in  the  same  school;  Aubrey, 
Omer  and  Vivian  are  at  home. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lyle  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  public  affairs,  being  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization  of  the  local  telephone 
lines,  and  is  the  present  treasurer  of  the  company.  Mrs.  Lyle  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  are  members  of  the  Christian  church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and 
liberal  support.  Mr.  Lyle  is  widely  recognized  as  a  man  of  superior  business 
ability,  and  his  influence  has  always  been  exerted  in  behalf  of  the  best 
interests  of  the  community  along  all  lines.  Genial  and  courteous  to  all,  he  is 
deservedly  popular  throughout  the  locality  where  he  lives. 


ALFRED  CHARLES  BARBER. 

Among  the  prominent  and  successful  citizens  of  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  who  have  attained  success  through  their  own  well-directed  efforts, 
stands  Alfred  C.  Barber,  of  Monroe  township.  He  was  born  in  Adams  county, 
Illinois,  on  May  5,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Eliza  (Hammond)  Bar¬ 
ber.  William  Barber  was  born  in  England,  the  son  of  John  Barber.  He  was 
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reared  in  his  native  land,  where  he  received  a  fair  education,  and  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  About  the  time  he  attained  his  majority  he  came 
to  America,  locating  first  in  Canada,  but  eventually  he  came  to  “the  States,” 
locating  in  Ohio,  probably  at  Cleveland.  While  a  resident  of  Ohio  he  married 
Eliza  Hammond,  who  also  was  a  native  of  England  and  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hammond,  who  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Ohio.  For  a  time  after  their  marriage  William  Barber  and  wife  lived  in 
Vermont,  but  later  they  went  to  Illinois  locating  at  Mendon,  near  Quincy, 
where  their  eight  children  were  born,  namely:  Two  that  died  in  infancy; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph  Burk;  Newton  H. ;  Alfred  C. ;  Maria  Ann,  who 
died  after  her  marriage  to  John  Iv.  Hicks;  William  H.,  Frederick  C.  In  1873 
the  family  came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  four  miles  west  and  three  miles 
north  of  Skidmore,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Green  township,  where  A.  C. 
and  Newton  H.  had  settled  in  1871,  where  they  had  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land.  There  William  Barber  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  new  land,  and  at  once  set  himself  to  the  task  of  breaking  the 
land  and  improving  the  farm.  They  lived  there  twelve  or  fifteen  years  and 
then  moved  to  Skidmore,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the 
mother  dying  there  in  1891  and  her  husband  about  two  years  later.  Both  par¬ 
ents  were  earnest  Christians,  the  father  being  a  member  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  the  mother  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Alfred  C.  Barber  was  reared  on  the  Illinois  homestead  and  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  that  locality  he  secured  a  fair  education.  He  came  to  Nod¬ 
away  county  in  1871  and  bought  a  farm  in  the  same  neighborhood  as  that  in 
which  his  parents  afterwards  located.  About  two  years  later  he  sold  that 
farm  and  bought  another  one  in  the  north  edge  of  Burr  Oak  Grove,  west  of 
Skidmore,  and  there  made  his  home  until  about  1892,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Colorado,  but  about  two  years  later  he  returned  to  Nodaway  county 
and  bought  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located  three 
and  a  half  miles  west  of  Skidmore.  It  was  the  first  land  in  that  neighborhood 
to  bring  as  high  a  price  as  fifty  dollars  an  acre,  being  now  worth  more  than 
three  times  that  figure.  On  this  place  the  family  have  resided  since  and  the 
place  has  been  developed  bv  Mr.  Barber  into  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  that 
section  of  the  county.  Neat  and  attractive  buildings,  well  kept  fences  and 
fertile  and  well  cultivated  fields  give  the  place  an  air  of  prosperity  that  reflects 
great  credit  on  its  owner,  who  has  given  an  intelligent  and  practical  direction 
to  his  efforts. 

In  1877  Mr.  Barber  married  Ann  M.  Coston,  the  daughter  of  Alonzo 
M.  and  Ann  (Hays)  Coston.  She  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois, 
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but  when  a  baby  she  was  left  an  orphan  by  the  death  of  her  mother.  She 
was  brought  to  Nodaway  county  by  her  father  and  she  was  reared  in  the  fam¬ 
ily  of  Capt.  John  Grigsby,  whose  wife  was  her  mother’s  sister.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barber  have  been  born  nine  children,  namely:  John  F.,  who  is  men¬ 
tioned  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Lillian  C.,  wife  of  Clinton  C.  Knepper,  of 
Atchison  county,  six  miles  west  of  Skidmore;  they  have  two  sons,  Guy  and 
Neal;  Lucy  E.  is  the  wife  of  Halford  Botkin,  of  Atchison  county,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Mary  Rebecca;  Vera  R.,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Tarkio 
Musical  School,  is  now  teaching  music  in  Creston;  Maria  Ann,  a  teacher, 
is  at  present  attending  the  normal  school  at  Maryville ;  Alonzo,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  commercial  department  of  Tarkio  College,  is  farming  for 
himself  and  makes  his  home  with  his  parents;  Viola,  Glo  and  Frank  R.  are 
at  home  with  their  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barber  was  a  Republican  by  “inheritance,”  and  in  early 
life  was  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  that  party,  but  he  found  sound  rea¬ 
sons  for  changing  his  position  and  he  voted  for  Peter  Cooper  for  President, 
and  he  has  ever  since  that  time  voted  for  the  men  whom  he  considered  best 
qualified  for  the  offices  they  sought,  regardless  of  political  lines.  He  was 
twice  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  Monroe  township  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  at  Skidmore  and  the  chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons  at  Maryville.  Religiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they  give  a  generous  support.  In 
every  avenue  of  life’s  activities  in  which  he  has  engaged.  Mr.  Barber  has 
been  true  to  every  trust  and  because  of  his  ability  and  upright  life  he  com¬ 
mands  the  unqualified  esteem  of  the  people  with  whom  he  has  lived  for  so 
many  years. 


ARCHIBALD  R.  HARPER. 

The  names  of  those  men  who  have  distinguished  themselves  through 
the  possession  of  those  qualities  which  daily  contribute  to  the  success  of 
private  life  and  to  the  public  stability  and  who  have  enjoyed  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  those  about  them,  should  not  be  permitted  to  perish.  Such 
a  one  is  the  subject  of  this  review,  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Polk 
township,  Nodaway  county. 

Archibald  R.  Harper  was  born  in  Dekalb  county,  Illinois,  on  March  io, 
1878,  and  the  early  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  the  paternal  farmstead, 
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his  education  being  received  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In 
1903  Mr.  Harper  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought  a  fine  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  One  Hundred  and  Two  river,  it  being  splendid 
bottom  land,  for  which  he  paid  sixty-five  dollars  an  acre,  the  place  being 
eligibly  located  about  six  miles  northeast  of  Maryville.  Mr.  Harper  erected 
a  full  set  of  substantial  farm  buildings  and  in  other  ways  made  many 
splendid  improvements  on  the  farm,  which  is  numbered  among  the  best 
pieces  of  agricultural  property  in  the  township.  Mr.  Harper  has  followed 
the  most  advanced  methods  in  his  work,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the 
laying  of  a  vast  amount  of  drain  tile,  at  a  cost  of  approximately  two  thou¬ 
sand  five  hundred  dollars.  Though  bottom  land,  the  situation  is  so  favor¬ 
able  that  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  land  is  ever  overflowed,  therefore 
Mr.  Harper  is  almost  sure  of  his  crops.  Because  of  his  wife’s  health,  Mr. 
Harper  removed  to  Maryville  in  1909,  but  is  now  back  on  the  home  farm. 
Mrs.  Harper,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Bartlett,  a  native  of  Dekalh 
county,  Illinois,  died  on  April  2,  1909,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  her 
death  being  due  to  consumption.  In  June,  1908,  Mr.  Harper  went  to  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs,  Colorado,  with  the  hope  that  his  wife  would  recover  her 
health.  They  were  there  one  year  and  a  half,  but  Mrs.  Harper  did  not 
improve  and  died  while  there.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  children, 
one  of  whom  died  one  week  after  her  mother.  The  three  living  children  are 
Gladys  E.,  Earl  B.  and  A.  R.,  Jr.  Mr.  Harper  gives  his  active  attention  to 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county,  and  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  and 
feeding  of  livestock,  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of 
success,  his  special  attention  being  given  to  cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  devoted 
to  his  work  and  is  achieving  a  distinctive  success  of  it,  being  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  and  up-to-date  farmers  of  his  community. 


CHARLES  E.  CARR. 

Among  the  men  of  influence  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  who  during 
their  active  lives  had  the  interests  of  their  locality  at  heart  and  who  led  con¬ 
sistent  lives,  thereby  gaining  definite  success  along  their  chosen  lines,  was 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  he  having 
been  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county,  owning  a  valu¬ 
able  and  highlv-productive  landed  estate,  which  he  managed  with  that  care 
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and  discretion  that  stamped  him  as  an  agriculturist  and  business  man  of 
the  highest  order.  He  was  a  man  among  men,  stood  “four  square  to  every 
wind  that  blew,”  and  enjoyed  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow-men. 

Charles  E.  Carr  was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  on  August 
31,  1833,  and  was  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Rhoda  (Watson)  Carr,  the  former  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  The  subject  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  when  two  and  a  half  years  old  the  family  re¬ 
moved  to  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  fifty  miles  from  Buffalo,  and  in 
that  community  he  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  At  the 
early  age  of  sixteen  years  he  began  teaching  school,  continuing  his  peda¬ 
gogical  labors  there  for  three  years.  Then  for  the  same  length  of  time  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  store  in  New  York  city,  where  he  gained  valuable 
experience.  Going  then  to  Lasalle  county,  Illinois,  he  again  engaged  in 
teaching,  but  a  few  months  later  he  turned  his  face  westward  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  locating  in  California.  On  the  way  he  passed  through  southwestern 
Iowa,  and  was  attracted  by  the  fine  land  there,  and  at  once  decided  to  secure 
some,  acquiring  a  tract  near  Braddyville,  on  the  state  line,  where  he  lived 
until  1867,  with  the  exception  of  one  and  a  half  years  which  he  spent  in 
Idaho,  going  there  in  1863.  In  March,  1874,  Mr.  Carr  located  on  the  fine 
second  bottom  lands  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Two  river,  five  miles  southeast 
of  Maryville,  where  he  secured  fully  a  thousand  acres.  Here  he  developed  a 
fine  farm  and  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Nodaway  county.  His  start  in  life  for 
himself  was  in  a  very  modest  way.  His  first  team  was  a  yoke  of  two-year- 
old  unbroken  steers  which  he  secured  in  payment  for  forty  days'  labor.  He 
was  keenly  alive  to  his  opportunities,  however,  and  by  dint  of  strenuous  and 
persistent  labor,  rigid  economy  and  good  financial  management,  he  was 
soon  on  his  feet  and  on  the  road  to  prosperity.  He  never  forgot  the  days 
of  his  early  struggles,  and  after  he  had  acquired  means  he  gave  financial 
assistance  to  many  less  fortunate  men  endeavoring  to  get  a  start,  by  loan¬ 
ing  them  money,  for  the  use  of  which  he  asked  but  a  nominal  interest,  never 
taking  advantage  of  the  urgent  need  or  misfortune  of  others.  His  sterling 
integrity  and  high  •  personal  character  gained  for  him  the  universal  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  enjoyed  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends. 
He  died  on  February  5,  1907,  at  College  View,  Nebraska,  his  death  being 
deeply  regretted  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Carr  was  married  twice,  his  first  marriage  being  in  May,  1857,  to 
Mary  J.  Guthrie,  whose  death  occurred  on  May  15,  1873.  They  became  the 
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parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Lewis  R. ;  Emma  R.,  the  wife  of  J.  H. 
Whitnack,  of  Hastings,  Nebraska;  Albert;  Fred,  of  Stevens,  Nebraska; 
Charles  Clayton,  who  is  referred  to  in  following  paragraphs;  John,  deceased; 
a  daughter  that  died  in  infancy,  and  Samuel,  who  died  in  infancy.  On 
March  23,  1874.  Mr.  Carr  married  Mrs.  Lucy  Colburn,  whose  death  occurred 
on  April  16,  1907.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union,  but  Mrs.  Carr  had 
a  son,  Herbert  O.  Colburn,  born  to  her  first  marriage. 

Charles  Clayton  Carr  was  born  on  August  11,  1871,  in  Polk  township, 
this  county,  and  was  reared  under  the  paternal  rooftree,  receiving  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  and 
along  this  line  he  has  achieved  a  most  pronounced  success,  being  today 
one  of  the  most  progressive  and  up-to-date  farmers  in  the  county.  He  owns 
five  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  the  old  home  farm,  and  another  tract  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  acres,  acquired  by  his  own  efforts.  Everything 
Mr.  Carr  does  is  done  well,  as  is  evidenced  by  a  cursory  glance  over  the 
premises.  The  attractive  and  comfortable  residence,  recently  completed,  ex¬ 
cites  favorable  comment  from  all  who  see  it.  It  is  built  of  cement  blocks 
and  contains  ten  rooms,  the  interior  arrangement  of  the  house  being  ex¬ 
tremely  convenient  and  according  to  the  most  advanced  architectural  ideas. 
It  contains  a  commodious  pantry,  bathroom  and  other  conveniences,  and  is 
two  full  stories  and  a  basement.  The  building  is  heated  throughout  by  a 
furnace,  lighted  by  acetylene  gas  light,  and  a  hydraulic  ram  sends  water 
to  every  part  of  the  house  where  needed,  the  overflow  being  piped  to  the 
barns  and  the  yard.  The  other  buildings  on  the  farm  are  substantially  built 
and  commodious  in  arrangement,  the  general  appearance  of  the  entire  place 
indicating  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste. 

Mr.  Carr  gives  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  principally  cat¬ 
tle,  in  which  line  he  has  met  with  gratifying  success.  He  puts  two  hundred 
acres  to  corn,  and  everything  about  the  place  is  on  a  large  scale.  He  has 
three  renters  on  the  land,  though  all  the  tracts  contain  his  own  stock.  The 
land  cannot  be  excelled  in  Nodaway  county,  and  among  the  improvements 
made  on  it  was  the  laying  of  over  ten  miles  of  drain  tile.  The  timber  of  the 
land  is  of  the  finest  quality,  practically  all  the  lumber  and  timber  used  in 
the  erection  of  the  new  residence  having  been  cut  from  his  own  land.  Mr. 
Carr  keeps  in  touch  with  advanced  ideas  relating  to  agriculture  and  is  emi¬ 
nently  practical  in  his  methods  of  operation,  thus  insuring  the  largest  returns 
from  his  efforts. 

On  November  5,  1893,  Mr.  Carr  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  B. 
Davison,  who  was  born  in  Polk  township,  this  county,  November  10,  1874, 
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the  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Isabelle  (Forest)  Davison.  These  parents 
were  born  respectively  in  Michigan  and  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  their  marriage 
occurring  in  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  Davison  died  in  about  1889,  his  widow 
being  still  a  resident  of  this  county.  Mrs.  Davison's  father,  Capt.  James 
A.  Forest,  on  coming  to  Nodaway  county,  took  up  as  a  homestead  the  land 
now  owned  by  Zach  Johnson.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  he 
died  in  California  at  an  advanced  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carr  are  the  parents 
of  eight  living  children,  namely:  Ersel  Clayton,  Ona  Opal  (died  in  in¬ 
fancy).  Lucy  Belle,  Ira  Osrow,  Marjory,  Charles  Cleo,  Forest  Theodore, 
Hazel  Constance  and  Henry  Truman. 

Mr.  Carr  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  He  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  although  he  is  now 
thirty-eight  years  old  he  never  took  a  chew  of  tobacco,  smoked  a  cigar  or 
took  a  drink  of  whisky. 

Genial  and  accommodating  in  his  relations  with  those  about  him,  Mr. 
Carr  has  earned  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  community  where  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life,  and  his  life  has  been  such  as  to  gain  for  him  the  com¬ 
mendation  of  all  who  know  him.  As  a  representative  citizen  of  Nodaway 
county,  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  nature. 


REV.  FR.  HENRY  F.  NIEMANN. 

It  would  seem  from  studying  the  characteristics  of  Rev.  Fr.  Henry  F. 
Niemann,  rector  of  St.  Patrick's  church  at  Maryville,  that  he  is  a  born  leader 
of  men;  however,  being  entirely  unassuming,  he  does  not  seek  to  be  regarded 
as  such,  but  he  is  accomplishing  a  great  work  among  his  fellowmen  and  is 
eminently  deserving  of  the  esteem  that  is  accorded  him  by  his  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance.  He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  June  11,  1867,  the  son  of 
Clement  Niemann,  a  former  furniture  dealer  in  St.  Joseph,  for  many  years 
conected  with  the  Hax  Furniture  Company  and  a  well-known  man  in  the 
commercial  life  of  that  city. 

Father  Niemann  spent  his  boyhood  in  St.  Joseph,  passed  through  the 
preparatory  schools  and  a  business  college,  later  attended  St.  Benedict’s 
College  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  for  two  years,  then  spent  two  years  in  Sales- 
ianum  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  four  years  at  the  University  of  Ins- 
bruck,  Tyrol,  Austria,  then  spent  one  year  in  Rome  as  a  special  student, 
thus  becoming  well  equipped  for  his  chosen  life  work.  He  was  ordained  on 
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March  i6,  1890,  in  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  by  Bishop  Hogan,  of  Kansas  City, 
then  bishop  of  the  St.  Joseph  diocese.  His  first  mass  was  in  the  Immaculate 
church  in  St.  Joseph. 

Father  Niemann’s  first  work  was  in  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul's,  Kansas  City; 
later  he  was  at  St.  Joseph  and  Stanberry,  Missouri,  for  two  years.  On  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1896,  he  took  charge  of  St.  Patrick’s  church  at  Maryville,  and  he 
has  done  a  very  commendable  work,  greatly  building  up  the  same  and  winning 
the  esteem  of  not  only  his  immediate  charge  but  also  of  all  classes,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  splendid  church  edifice  he  caused  to  be  erected,  work  on  which 
began  in  the  fall  of  1898,  replacing  the  old  frame  church.  The  new  church 
was  dedicated  on  Thanksgiving  day,  1899.  It  is  a  magnificent  structure, 
beautiful  in  architectural  design,  substantial  and  convenient,  erected  at  a  cost 
of  twenty -five  thousand  dollars.  Its  seating  capacity  is  five  hundred  and 
twenty-four.  Father  Niemann  also  remodeled  the  residence.  He  has  done 
a  great  work  for  the  parish  here  during  his  fourteen  years  of  service,  the 
parish  now  having  more  than  six  hundred  and  thirty  souls.  The  church  is 
now  engaged  in  the  building  of  a  large  common  school  in  the  rear  of  the 
church,  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Father  Niemann  has  been  a  member  of  the  Carnegie  Library  board  for 
the  past  four  years  and  his  counsel  in  the  affairs  of  the  same  has  resulted  in 
building  up  a  splendid  library. 


WILLIAM  H.  LAZENBY. 

One  of  the  thriving  farmers  of  LTnion  township  and  a  man  whose 
interests  have  long  been  closely  identified  with  the  progress  of  Nodaway 
county  is  William  H.  Lazenby,  a  native  of  Van  Buren  county,  Iowa,  his 
birth  occurring  there  on  June  9,  1843.  He  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native 
county,  attended  the  common  schools  and  took  up  farming  when  a  young 
man.  He  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1873  and  has  made  this 
his  place  of  abode  ever  since,  having  purchased  his  present  farm  at  that  time 
for  seven  dollars  per  acre,  the  place  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  He  improved  the  place  and  added  to  it,  buying  eighty  acres  at  thirty 
dollars  per  acre,  and  he  now  has  an  excellent  farm.  He  has  dealt  extensively 
in  stock,  raising  and  marketing  from  year  to  year  large  numbers  of  hogs, 
cattle  and  horses.  His  plan  has  been  to  constantly  rotate  his  crops,  keeping 
a  great  deal  of  the  land  in  grass,  and  he  has  thus  kept  his  soil  fertile  and 
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very  productive.  He  was  told  upon  coming  here  that  lawn  grass  would  not 
thrive  on  this  land,  but  he  persisted  and  has  his  fields  well  set  with  it.  He 
has  a  nice  home  and  good  buildings. 

Mr.  Lazenby  was  married  when  twenty-two  years  old  to  Susan  Holli¬ 
day,  who  died  in  February,  1906.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  as 
follows:  Harry  is  working  with  his  father;  Minnie  married  Bernard  Van 
Scroy,  of  Independence  township ;  Dora  married  Ed.  Wiley  and  is  living 
near  her  father  in  Union  township;  Lillie  married  Reginald  Shroger,  of 
Maryville;  Harvey  is  living  on  an  adjoining  farm  which  he  owns;  Nellie 
married  Guy  Phillips  and  lives  in  South  Dakota;  Cora  married  James  Hantz, 
of  South  Dakota.  Mr.  Lazenby  has  assisted  each  of  his  children  to  get  a 
start  in  the  world  and  they  are  all  very  comfortably  situated. 

Mr.  Lazenby  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  days  of  Lincoln,  always 
voting  the  ticket.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  having  joined  the 
lodge  at  Pickering  thirty  years  ago,  and  has  served  as  past  master  several 
times,  being  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge,  but  he  is  well  known  in  this  section 
of  the  county  for  his  fraternal  work. 

An  interesting  chapter  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Lazenby  is  that  bearing  on 
his  military  career.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Fourteenth  Regiment 
Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  through  the  war  in  a  very 
creditable  manner,  having  been  in  the  armies  under  Grant  and  Sherman, 
under  Generals  A.  J.  Smith  and  Banks,  and  he  saw  some  hard  service,  taking 
part  in  many  a  trying  campaign  and  battle.  He  received  a  flesh  wound  at 
Ft.  Donelson,  but  was  soon  back  in  the  service.  His  regiment  was  captured 
at  Shiloh,  but  he  was  at  the  hospital  and  thus  escaped. 


LEWIS  JOHNSON  NEAL. 

This  is  an  age  when  the  farmer  as  well  as  the  lawyer  or  any  professional 
man,  artisan  or  tradesman  must  study  and  labor  to  keep  abreast  of  new 
conditions  and  situations  that  are  constantly  arising.  This  has  been  done  bv 
Lewis  Johnson  Neal,  of  Union  township,  where  his  fine  farm  is  located.  He 
was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio.  September  16,  1844,  the  son  of  William 
and  Mary  (Wiseman)  Neal,  both  natives  of  Virginia,  from  which  state  they 
each  came  to  Ohio  with  their  parents  in  an  early  day,  the  Neal  family 
having  been  natives  of  Monroe  and  the  Wiseman  family  of  Greenbrier 
county,  Virginia.  The  father  of  William  Neal  died  in  Ohio  at  the  advanced 
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age  of  ninety-six  years.  Mary  Wiseman’s  father,  Samuel  Wiseman,  came  to 
Nodaway  county  in  the  spring  of  1852,  locating  near  Myrtle  Tree  church, 
and  near  there  died  of  smallpox  during  the  Civil  war  and  is  buried  at  Mary¬ 
ville;  in  the  winter  of  1907  his  body  and  that  of  his  wife  and  three  of  their 
daughters  were  removed  to  the  cemetery  at  Myrtle  Tree.  His  daughter,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Kelly,  contracted  the  smallpox  on  the  way  from  Ohio  to  this  county ; 
all  the  family  took  it.  but  one  died  of  it,  the  elder  Wiseman's  death  being  the 
only  one  caused  by  the  disease  in  this  community.  His  wife  had  died  some  . 
six  years  previously.  In  the  fall  of  1852,  his  daughter  and  other  members 
of  the  family  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Kelly  and  family  all  came  here,  later  return¬ 
ing  to  Ohio.  William  Neal  located  first  on  the  Frazier  Swinford  farm,  five 
miles  northeast  of  Maryville,  and  in  the  spring  of  1853  moved  to  his  father- 
in-law’s  farm  near  Myrtle  Tree  and  remained  on  the  same  two  or  three  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  entered  land  three  miles  south  of  Pickering  in  Polk 
township,  on  the  west  side  of  One  Hundred  and  Two  river  and  on  Canal 
branch  and  there  began  making  general  improvements,  erecting  buildings,  etc., 
and  in  1856  he  removed  to  the  place,  where  he  remained  until  1861,  having 
broke  and  fenced  some  sixty  acres  and  had  a  good  farm.  In  1861  he  traded 
for  land  near  Hopkins,  but  moved  into  the  little  village  of  Xenia,  which  is 
now  off  the  map.  He  remained  at  this  place  about  eight  years  engaged  in 
farming,  then  moved  to  a  place  northwest  of  Maryville  on  Clear  creek,  about 
eight  miles  from  town,  and  there  Mrs.  Mary  Neal  died  July  20,  1868,  at  the 
age  of  forty-five  years,  five  months  and  sixteen  days,  having  been  born  on 
February  4,  1815.  The  birth  of  William  Neal  is  given  as  March  8,  1809, 
and  he  died  March  17.  1901,  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-two  years  and  nine  days. 
He  died  in  Meade  county,  Kansas,  at  the  home  of  a  daughter,  where  he  had 
spent  the  last  two  years  of  his  life,  he  having  lived  with  his  children  after 
his  wife’s  death  in  Missouri,  and  in  Indiana  for  four  or  five  years,  having 
been  brought  back  to  Missouri  by  L.  J.  Neal,  and  he  went  from  here  to  his 
daughter  in  Kansas.  Even  after  her  death  he  looked  after  the  place,  buy¬ 
ing  young  stock  and  selling  them  when  they  had  grown  to  beef  cattle.  He 
was  not  a  public  man.  He  belonged  to  the  Missionary  Baptist  church  at 
Maryville.  He  was  a  good  and  useful  man  and  highly  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Neal  seven  children  were  born,  named  as 
follows:  Minerva  Ann  married  John  Broad,  and  both  died  in  Indiana;  they 
came  to  Missouri  about  1855  and  five  years  later  returned  to  Indiana.  Henry 
C.  Neal,  a‘  preacher  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  also  spent  five  years 
in  Missouri,  later  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  finished  his  ministerial  education. 
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preaching  at  Maryville  and  Pickering  while  on  a  visit  here  in  1908;  he 
served  in  the  Indiana  conference  as  presiding  elder.  Sarah  Melissa  Neal 
married  John  Howard  and  she  died  near  the  old  home,  in  young  womanhood, 
on  June  30.  1878,  in  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county;  Araminta  Neal  is  the 
widow  of  Oliver  Norman,  of  Drury,  Kansas;  she  married  in  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  went  to  Indiana  and  from  there  to  Kansas  and  while  liv¬ 
ing  there  her  father  made  his  home  with  her.  Lewis  Johnson  Neal,  of  this 
•  review.  Samuel  H.  Neal  has  been  a  wanderer;  he  attended  school  in  Indiana, 
read  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Sully  county,  South  Dakota,  was  made 
district  attorney  and  is  now  living  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  Mary 
Belle  married  Ed.  Downer,  in  Indiana;  soon  afterwards  he  died  in  eastern 
Iowa,  and  she  returned  to  her  brother,  Lewis  J.,  of  this  review;  she  later 
returned  to  Indiana,  where  she  married  a  second  time  and  died  there. 

Lewis  J.  Neal,  of  this  review,  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age;  then  went  to  Ohio  and  attended  the  academy  at  Mt. 
Washington.  L’pon  his  return  home  he  stopped  at  his  sister’s  in  Parke 
county,  Indiana,  and  he  attended  the  graded  schools  at  that  place,  and  he 
was  absent  from  Nodaway  county  ten  years.  He  taught  school  in  Parke 
county,  Indiana,  in  the  fall  and  winter  for  some  time,  or  until  his  marriage. 
This,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months  in  which  he  served  in  the  Missouri 
state  militia,  marked  his  life  up  to  October  7,  1868,  when,  in  Parke  county, 
Indiana,  he  espoused  Nancy  Webb,  who  was  born  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana, 
near  Greencastle,  August  8,  1848,  the  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Edna  Webb, 
both  natives  of  Kentucky.  In  1874  Mr.  Neal  returned  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  his  father,  and  he  purchased  a 
farm  north  of  Maryville,  near  his  sister,  with  both  of  whom  the  father  made 
his  home.  He  remained  on  that  farm  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  It 
was  a  new  eighty-acre  farm  when  he  bought  it.  He  made  improvements  here 
and  finally  exchanged  the  place  for  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
in  White  Cloud  township,  to  Aaron  McNeal;  this  was  an  old  farm,  on  which 
stood  somewhat  dilapidated  buildings.  Here  he  remained  eleven  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  erected  new  buildings  and  made  many  other  improvements. 
He  exchanged  this  place  for  two  hundred  and  fourteen  acres,  with  James 
Kenney  moving  here,  his  present  home,  two  miles  northeast  of  Pickering,  in 
February,  1907.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  farms  in  the  county,  but  has  been 
well  tilled  and  is  still  very  productive.  Seventy  acres  of  this  land  is  in  the 
bottoms  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Two  river,  the  balance  being  upland.  A 
fine  white-oak  grove  was  cut  from  this  place.  The  farm  was  rented  for 
years  and  was  somewhat  “run  down”  when  Mr.  Neal  took  charge  of  it,  but 
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lie  has  made  improvements  in  every  way  and  now  has  a  good  farm.  The 
house  stands  on  an  eminence,  overlooking  a  fine  stretch  of  country.  Mr.  Neal 
devotes  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  raising  of  stock  and  grain.  He  pre¬ 
pares  large  numbers  of  hogs  for  the  market.  He  has  sold  forty-eight  acres 
to  his  son. 

Mr.  Neal  has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  but  he  is  a  strict  Democrat; 
he  has  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational  matters. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  J.  Neal  ten  children  have  been  born,  named  as 
follows:  Marion  is  working  with  his  father  on  the  home  place;  Lizzie  mar¬ 
ried  John  Henry  Hanna,  of  Polk  township;  Mary  married  Elza  G.  Wysong, 
a  jeweler  of  Clinton,  Henry  county,  Missouri ;  George  lives  on  a  part  of  the 
home  farm;  Edna  married  John  Collins,  of  White  Cloud  township,  this 
county;  John  is  a  barber  in  Oneida,  Kansas;  Edith  is  a  teacher  in  Newton, 
Kansas,  having  formerly  taught  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri;  Ethel,  twin 
sister  of  Edith,  married  Charles  Hinton  and  is  living  in  Elmira,  Washing¬ 
ton;  Dolly  married  Joseph  Baum,  of  St.  Joseph  ;  Dorrit  lives  in  St.  Joseph. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neal  are  members  of  the  Christian  church  at  Pickering. 


JOSEPH  S.  WEAVER. 

A  veterinary  surgeon  is  one  of  the  most  useful  men  of  a  community 
and  he  is  usually  well  known  throughout  the  country  where  he  resides,  for  in 
this  age  of  good  livestock  men  owning  a  fine  horse,  and  most  farmers  have 
at  least  one,  they  are  ever  solicitous  when  any  inroads  of  disease  are  manifest 
and  send  for  the  veterinary  with  as  much  haste  as  they  would  send  for  the 
family  physician  in  an  emergency  case.  A  popular  veterinary  and  farmer  of 
Union  township,  Nodaway  county,  is  Joseph  S.  Weaver,  who  was  born  in 
Morris  county,  New  Jersey,  February  24,  1853.  In  1857  he  was  brought  by 
his  parents  to  Mills  county,  southwestern  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Nancy  J.  (Van  Dorn)  Weaver.  The  father  was  for  several  years  a 
policeman  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and  the  night  club  he  carried  is  in  the 
possession  of  his  son,  Joseph  E.  The  parents  were  born  in  New  Jersey, 
William,  in  Morris  county.  He  was  a  descendant  of  the  Holland  Dutch  on 
both  sides  of  the  house.  He  remained  in  Mills  county  until  his  death,  in 
June,  1906,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  having  been  born  in  1830;  Mrs. 
Weaver  is  still  living  in  Malvern,  Iowa. 

Joseph  S.  Weaver  grew  to  maturity  in  Mills  county.  The  longest  per- 
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iod  he  attended  school  was  one  term  of  fifty-five  days  at  White  Cloud,  Iowa, 
the  old  stage  town  between  Red  Oak  and  Glenwood,  where  his  father  lived 
for  forty-five  years  on  one  farm.  Mr.  Weaver  attended  a  log  school  house, 
with  benches  made  of  slabs,  a  board  on  pegs  for  a  desk  and  one  small  square 
pane  of  glass  for  a  window.  He  recalls  seeing  at  one  time  a  drove  of  hogs 
of  seventeen  hundred  head,  the  drove  being  driven  to  the  Missouri  river  and 
then  taken  across  the  plains  to  Virginia  City,  Montana.  He  has  seen  thou¬ 
sands  of  hogs  started  across  the  state  to  Burlington.  His  father  sold  hogs 
to  be  killed  and  salted,  then  hauled  in  wagons  across  the  plains ;  these  usually 
brought  thirty-three  and  one-third  dollars  each;  once,  refusing  two  and  one- 
half  cents  per  pound,  the  elder  Weaver  killed  his  hogs  and  finally  sold  them 
for  seventeen  cents  per  pound  to  builders  of  the  Wabash  Railroad. 

The  only  member  of  this  family  to  come  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  was  Joseph  S.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age  assisting  his  father,  who  came  to  Mills  county  with  very  little  capital, 
to  develop  a  farm  from  the  wild  prairie.  He  secured  a  piece  of  land  of  his 
father,  then  went  to  Nebraska,  where  he  lived  ten  or  twelve  years,  buying  a 
farm  in  Washington  county,  thirty-five  miles  west  of  Omaha.  He  then  came 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1892,  and  bought  the  farm  in  section  5. 
Union  township,  five  miles  east  of  Pickering,  where  he  now  resides  and  which 
has  been  his  home  since  that  time.  It  lies  on  the  Mazingo  branch.  He  has 
sold  forty  acres  of  his  place,  now  owning  one  hundred  acres.  He  built  a 
good  barn  in  1893.  Ih  :9°9  he  erected  a  handsome  cottage  of  nine  rooms;  his 
farm  is  now  valued  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  A  good 
school  is  close  by  and  the  Mazingo  Valley  Methodist  Episcopal  church  is  also 
near.  He  carried  on  general  farming,  always  keeping  some  good  hogs  and 
other  livestock.  His  home  is  well  located,  in  the  midst  of  beautiful  sur¬ 
roundings. 

As  already  indicated,  Mr.  Weaver,  in  connection  with  his  farming, 
practices  veterinary  surgery,  having  followed  the  same  very  successfully  in 
Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  Weaver  is  not  a  public  man,  but  is  a  Republican  in  politics:  he  has 
never  had  to  resort  to  the  courts,  the  extent  of  his  attendance  at  court  being 
when  he  served  as  a  juryman  in  St.  Joseph. 

Mr.  Weaver  was  married  on  August  30,  1888,  at  Blair,  Nebraska,  to 
Eleanor  Hamaker,  a  native  of  Mills  county,  Iowa,  where  she  grew  to  woman¬ 
hood  and  was  educated ;  she  was  but  fifteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage.  This  union  has  been  without  issue.  Mrs.  Weaver  belongs  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church  at  Gavnor  City. 
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JOHN  W.  POOL. 

Among  the  sturdy  and  enterprising  farmers  of  Hughes  township,  Noda¬ 
way  county,  Missouri,  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above,  whose 
life  has  been  one  of  industry  and  strict  adherence  to  honorable  principles, 
which  has  resulted  in  gaining  a  comfortable  living  and  at  the  same  time  win¬ 
ning  the  respect  of  his  fellow-men.  Mr.  Pool  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
on  November  7,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Vinson  (Haler)  Pool.  The 
subject's  paternal  grandfather,  John  W.  Pool,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Ross  county  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  early  development  of  that 
section.  The  subject's  parents  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ross  county  after  their 
marriage,  and  there  the  father  died  at  the  age  of  about  sixty  years.  His 
widow  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  dying  in  Highland  county,  Ohio,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  who 
reached  years  of  maturity,  of  which  number  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

John  W.  Pool  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  received  a  good, 
practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  was  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  devoted  his  efforts  in  that  direction  up  to  the  2d 
day  of  May,  1864,  when  he  became  a  member  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-ninth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
about  four  months,  giving  faithful  and  valiant  service.  After  leaving  the 
army  Mr.  Pool  resumed  his  farming  operations  in  Ross  county  and  remained 
there  until  February,  1883,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
locating  on  the  farm  in  Hughes  township  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  the 
owner  of  ninety  acres  of  splendidly  improved  land,  practically  all  of  which  is 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  from  which  Mr.  Pool  receives  satis¬ 
factory  returns  for  the  labor  bestowed.  He  has  erected  a  good  set  of  farm 
buildings,  comprising  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  substantial  and 
commodious  barn  and  other  necessary  outbuildings,  the  general  appearance 
of  the  place  indicating  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  good  ideas  and  practical 
judgment.  Mr.  Pool  is  a  progressive  farmer  and  gives  thoughtful  and  intel¬ 
ligent  direction  to  the  operation  of  the  farm.  In  addition  to  the  raising  of 
general  crops,  he  also  devotes  some  attention  to  the  raising  and  handling  of 
livestock,  from  which  source  he  derives  a  considerable  part  of  his  income. 

In  Ross  county,  Ohio,  on  November  29,  1864,  Mr.  Pool  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Barbara  A.  Death,  who  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  on 
August  30,  1837,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  James: 
Alpharetta,  who  is  the  wife  of  Lindsay  Stephens:  Maggie,  Susie,  Eletha  and 
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Anna.  Mrs.  Barbara  Pool  died  in  Hughes  township,  this  county,  on  August 
i,  1894,  her  death  being  deeply  regretted  throughout  the  community,  where 
her  many  excellent  qualities  were  widely  recognized. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Pool  is  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church,  which  he  joined  in  1868  and  to  which  he  has  ever  given  an  earnest 
and  generous  support.  Mr.  Pool  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  and  his  support  is  given  without  reserve 
to  all  movements  which  promise  to  elevate  the  moral,  educational,  social  or 
material  conditions.  Because  of  his  high  personal  character  and  his  genial 
disposition  he  enjoys  the  good  will  of  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  M.  PISTOLE. 

A  well  remembered  citizen  of  Union  township  who  labored  there  not 
only  for  his  own  advancement  and  that  of  his  immediate  family,  but  who  had 
at  heart  the  general  good  of  his  neighbors  and  fellowmen  was  William  Pis¬ 
tole,  who  is  now  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just.  He  was  a  man  of  friendly 
and  generous  instincts,  honest  and  trustworthy,  therefore  numbered  his  friends 
bv  the  scores  wherever  he  was  known. 

Mr.  Pistole  was  born  in  Tennessee,  March  n,  1833,  and  when  ten 
years  of  age  came  to  Buchanan  county.  Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1842,  and  in 
the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  thus  being 
among  the  early  settlers  here.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Lucinda 
(Long)  Pistole,  the  former  born  in  Virginia,  it  is  believed,  for  there  his 
family  lived  in  the  early  days.  Mr.  Pistole  settled  on  the  One  Hundred  and 
Two  river,  near  the  Narrows,  two  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Pickering; 
the  house  he  first  lived  in  used  to  stand  on  the  bluffs  there.  After  a  time  he 
moved  to  the  upland  between  the  Mowry  and  Mazingo  branch,  three  miles 
east  of  Pickering  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Edmund  Harvey.  They  entered 
land  from  the  government  and  there  Thomas  Pistole  spent  the  balance  of  his 
life,  dying  on  March  27,  1870,  at  an  advanced  age.  He  was  a  hard  worker 
and  a  man  well  thought  of.  His  widow  survived  until  December  28,  1888. 
reaching  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely :  Parazetta  married  George  W.  Nash,  both  now  deceased ;  Austin 
Nash,  of  Maryville,  is  their  son;  William  M.,  of  this  review;  George  W.  is 
living  retired  in  Kansas  City;  John  died  in  young  manhood;  Steven  C.  is  liv¬ 
ing  retired  at  Hopkins,  this  county;  Leander  B.  died  in  middle  life;  Adeline 
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D.  married  George  Alexander,  now  of  Seattle.  Washington;  Nancy  C.  mar¬ 
ried  James  Craven  and  they  are  living  in  Union  township,  west  of  Picker¬ 
ing;  James  C.  is  a  banker  at  Hopkins;  Martha  E.  married  Jacob  Reed  and 
she  died  when  young  in  years. 

William  M.  Pistole  grew  to  maturity  on  the  farm  and  remained  at 
home  until  he  married.  He  received  a  common  school  education  in  Buchanan 
county  and  he  became  a  teacher  in  Nodaway.  On  December  28,  1854,  he 
married  Amanda  C.  Neal,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sally  (Maddy)  Neal.  She 
was  born  in  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  December  3,  1834,  and  she  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri  in  1853.  Her  father  settled  about  four  miles  northeast  of  Maryville, 
near  where  his  son,  John  Neal,  now  lives,  and  there  both  parents  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives,  Amanda  C.  remaining  with  her  parents  until  her  mar¬ 
riage.  She  received  a  good  education  in  her  native  community  and  taught 
school  very  successfully  in  Lawrence  county,  Ohio,  at  the  Furnaces.  Upon 
their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pistole  settled  on  a  farm  just  north  of  the 
present  Pistole  home,  entering  land  from  the  government  one  year  later, 
which  has  remained  the  home  of  the  family  ever  since,  William  M.  having 
spent  his  life  here.  He  owned  another  farm,  five  and  one-half  miles  north¬ 
west,  on  the  east  side  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Two  river,  owning  there  a 
good  bottom  farm.  The  home  farm  contained  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres.  He  became  one  of  the  well-to-do  agriculturists  of  this  township,  own¬ 
ing  over  seven  hundred  acres  in  all  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  engaged 
extensively  in  stock  raising  and  feeding,  also  bought  and  shipped  livestock 
in  large  numbers. 

The  present  commodious  home  of  the  Pistole  family  was  built  in  1872. 
He  also  erected  a  large  and  substantial  barn,  having  built  his  first  barn  here 
over  fifty  years  ago.  His  first  house  was  built  of  brick.  Politically,  Mr. 
Pistole  was  a  Democrat,  and  he  took  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  party 
affairs.  He  served  as  county  judge  for  a  time  in  a  manner  that  won  the 
hearty  commendation  of  his  constituents  and  all  concerned.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Christian  church  at  Pickering.  The  death  of  this  excellent  citizen 
occurred  on  June  1,  1892.  He  had  been  practically  an  invalid  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  bore  his  afflictions  with  the  patience  and  fortitude  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  gentleman  that  he  was.  Mrs.  Pistole,  a  woman  admired  by  a  wide  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends,  is  living  on  the  home  place.  Their  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  namely:  Henry  T.  lives  on  a  farm  in  Union  township,  on  the  One 
Hundred  and  Two  river;  Lewis  LI.  died  when  twenty-four  years  old,  leaving 
two  sons  ;  Mentoria  A.  married  Frank  S.  Maxon,  a  farmer  living  on  the  old 
homestead ;  they  have  no  children ;  Steven  S.  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
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ness  at  Kansas  City  ;  Sarah  J.  married  William  N.  Boatright,  of  Lamar,  Col¬ 
orado;  Charles  O.  lives  in  Denver,  Colorado,  engaged  as  a  carpenter  and 
builder.  Each  of  these  children  was  left  a  nice  farm  by  their  father  and  are 
all  very  comfortably  situated. 

Mrs.  Pistole  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Christian  church.  Mr.  Pis¬ 
tole  enlisted  on  September  1,  1863,  in  the  Missouri  state  militia  in  Company 
A,  Fourth  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  and  was  discharged  on  the  8th  of  July,  1865, 
at  Benton  Barracks,  Missouri. 


CAPT.  JOHN  GRIGSBY. 

This  worthy  old  pioneer  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  links  in  the  chain 
that  connects  the  present  age  to  a  period  almost  buried  in  the  mists  of  the  past. 
He  is  numbered  among  the  oldest  living  settlers  of  Monroe  township,  and  has 
been  a  witness  of  Nodaway  county's  development  from  the  virgin  forest  and 
prairie  to  its  present  prosperous  condition  as  one  of  Missouri’s  most  advanced 
and  enlightened  counties.  Homes  and  villages  have  sprung  up  on  every  hand 
since  he  first  saw  the  county ;  forests  have  disappeared  before  the  axe  wielded 
by  the  strong  arm  of  the  woodman ;  farms,  with  fertile,  well-tilled  fields,  fine 
orchards,  comfortable  buildings  and  all  the  adjuncts  of  civilization,  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  tangled  wilderness  which  sheltered  numerous  beasts  of 
prey,  and,  at  a  more  remote  period,  the  painted  savage,  who  had  their  tepees  in 
the  timber  on  Mr.  Grigsby’s  place  after  his  settlement  here.  The  music  of 
traffic,  mingled  with  the  notes  of  ceaseless  industry,  make  melody  where  once 
the  solitudes  were  broken  at  intervals  by  the  scream  of  the  ferocious  wild 
animal  or  disturbed  by  the  symphony  of  the  breeze,  the  dirge  of  the  winter 
storm,  or  the  blasts  of  the  terrible  tornado. 

John  Grigsby,  who  for  the  long  period  of  over  half  a  century  has  been 
one  of  the  honored  and  respected  residents  of  Monroe  township,  residing 
four  miles  west  and  a  half  mile  north  of  Skidmore,  is  a  native  son  of  the 
old  Blue  Grass  State,  having  been  born  in  Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  on 
December  18,  1826,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Redman  and  Nancy  (Keeling)  Grigs¬ 
by.  The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  was  born  in  1800  and  died 
on  June  7,  1876,  while  the  mother,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  died  in  1828. 
They  were  married  in  1820  and  after  that  event  settled  in  Hardin  county, 
Kentucky,  where  they  remained  until  1830,  when  they  moved  to  McDonough 
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county,  Illinois,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  being  numbered  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  county.  There  John  Grigsby  spent  his  boyhood  years,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  On  September  7,  1847,  he 
married  Clarissa  P.  Hays,  a  native  of  Washington  county,  Kentucky,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  R.  and  Mary  (McDonald)  Hays,  and  a  sister  of  John 
G.  Hays,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grigs¬ 
by  remained  in  McDonough  county  and  in  1853  Mr.  Grigsby  engaged  in  mer¬ 
cantile  business  at  Blandinsville,  Illinois,  continuing  in  that  line  until  1859, 
when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  settled  where  he  still  resides, 
in  section  2,  Monroe  township.  During  the  subsequent  years  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  closely  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm  and  the  raising  of  livestock,  in  both 
of  which  lines  his  efforts  were  rewarded  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success. 

In  1862  Mr.  Grigsby  received  a  commission  as  captain  in  the  Missouri 
Enrolled  Militia,  and  in  1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Forty-eighth  Regi¬ 
ment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  of  which  company  he  was  commissioned 
captain.  In  1865  he  was  sent  to  Camp  Douglas,  Chicago,  being  assigned  to 
guard  duty,  and  was  afterwards  ordered  to  St.  Louis.  He  was  mustered  out 
on  July  3,  1865,  and  then  returned  to  his  family  in  Nodaway  county. 

Mrs.  Clarissa  Grigsby  died  on  July  11,  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years,  her  death  being  counted  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community  where  she 
had  so  long  resided  'and  where  her  many  excellent  qualities  of  head  and 
heart  had  endeared  her  to  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grigsby  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Laura  B.,  who  was  born  on  August 
28.  1863,  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  C.  Barber,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work;  Elizabeth  M.,  born  January  1,  1849,  died  September  1, 
1849;  Lillie  C.,  born  November  21,  1863,  died  on  September  4,  1864.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Grigsby,  out  of  the  kindness  of  their  hearts,  adopted  a  bov,  William, 
who  was  born  November  6,  1863. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Grigsby  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  the  success  of  which  he  has  always  been  deeply  interested,  while 
fraternally,  he  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Though  now  eighty-four  years  old,  Mr. 
Grigsbv  retains,  to  a  remarkable  degree,  his  physical  and  mental  faculties 
and  his  recital  of  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  in  this  county  is  interesting 
in  the  extreme,  coming  as  they  do  from  one  who  himself  was  an  active 
factor  in  the  wonderful  growth  and  development  which  characterized  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state.  He  is  a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  enjoys 
the  unbounded  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
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D.  T.  GARRETT. 

The  office  of  biography  is  not  to  give  voice  to  a  man’s  modest  estimate 
of  himself  and  his  accomplishments,  but  rather  to  leave  upon  the  record  the 
verdict  establishing  his  character  by  the  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  In  touching  upon  the  life  history  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  the  writer  aims  to  avoid  fulsome  encomium  and  ex¬ 
travagant  praise;  yet  it  is  desired  to  hold  up  for  consideration  those  facts 
which  have  shown  the  distinction  of  a  true  and  useful  life — a  life  character¬ 
ized  bv  perseverance,  energy  and  well  defined  purpose.  To  do  this  will  be 
but  to  reiterate  the  dictum  pronounced  upon  the  man  by  the  people  who  have 
known  him  long  and  well. 

D.  T.  Garrett  was  born  in  Buda,  Bureau  county,  Illinois,  on  May  31, 
i860,  and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  R.  and  Minerva  H.  (Nichols)  Garrett,  the 
former  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Illinois.  Andrew  Garrett  came  to 
Illinois  with  his  parents  in  boyhood  and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer, 
which  he  subsequently  followed,  together  with  stock  raising,  with  some  suc¬ 
cess.  The  subject’s  paternal  grandfather  was  A.  H.  Garrett,  a  native  of 
northern  Ohio,  who  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Illinois,  where  he  acquired  con¬ 
siderable  reputation  as  a  surveyor,  his  death  occurring  in  that  state.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  D.  T.  Nichols,  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  death  oc¬ 
curring  there  many  years  ago.  In  the  spring  of  1882  Andrew  Garrett  brought 
his  family  to  Nodaway  county,  buying  a  farm  two  and  a  half  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Clearmont,  Atchison  township,  where  he  resided  until  1897.  when  he 
bought  a  lumber  yard  at  Clearmont,  which  he  turned  over  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  his  son,  A.  H.,  who  is  now  in  business  there.  In  1903  he  and  has 
son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  bought  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Missouri, 
at  Burlington  Junction.  He  attained  a  high  reputation  as  a  breeder  of 
thoroughbred  Hereford  cattle  and  in  all  his  business  enterprises  he  met  with 
marked  success,  being  a  man  of  keen  sagacity  and  sound  business  judgment. 
In  politics  he  was  a  strong  Democrat,  though  never  a  seeker  after  public 
office.  Andrew  and  Minerva  Garrett  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of 
which  number  seven  are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  in  his  native  town,  and  he  also  attended 
a  business  college  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  where  he  graduated  in  1883  with 
an  excellent  mental  equipment  for  practical  business  affairs.  He  retained 
his  residence  under  the  parental  roof  until  the  family  removed  to  Missouri. 
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Learning  the  practice  of  telegraphy,  he  worked  at  this  business  at  different 
points,  most  of  the  time  for  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad 
Company,  until  the  spring  of  1892.  In  that  year  he  engaged  in  the  hard¬ 
ware  business  at  Loomis,  Nebraska,  in  which  he  met  with  a  fair  measure 
of  success,  remaining  there  until  1899,  when  he  came  to  Maryville,  Nodaway 
county,  and  bought  the  Maryville  Hardware  Company.  He  operated  this 
business  until  the  spring  of  1903,  when  he  and  his  father  bought  the  bank  at 
Burlington  Junction,  previously  referred  to,  of  which  he  became  president,  his 
father,  Andrew  R.  Garrett,  becoming  vice-president.  Mr.  Garrett  still  re¬ 
tains  the  presidency,  with  Enos  Fast  as  vice-president  and  R.  N.  Barber, 
cashier.  The  directors  are  P.  Cummins,  T.  A.  Corken,  S.  W.  Ripley,  Enos 
Fast,  D.  T.  Garrett  and  R.  N.  Barber.  Mr.  Garrett  devotes  practically  his 
entire  attention  to  the  bank,  which  is  numbered  among  the  solid  and  in¬ 
fluential  monetary  institutions  of  this  part  of  the  county,  much  of  the  success 
of  the  bank  being  due  to  his  business  ability  and  sound  judgment. 

On  September  16,  1885,  Mr.  Garrett  was  united  in  marriage  with  Flor¬ 
ence  Wilson,  of  Clearmont,  this  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
children,  Mary  R.,  Wilsa  T.  and  Renisa  Leon,  the  last  named  having  died  in 
infancy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Garrett  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes  an  intelligent 
interest  in  public  affairs,  though  he  is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  after  public 
office.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Brotherhood  of  American 
Yeomen.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  disposition  and  pleasing  address  and  is  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him.  He  gives  a  support  to  every  movement  looking 
to  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community  and  is  numbered 
among  its  leading  citizens. 


SAMUEL  B.  HAYZLETT. 

Examine  into  the  life  records  of  the  self-made  men  and  it  will  always 
be  found  that  indefatigable  industry  forms  the  basis  of  their  success.  True, 
there  are  other  elements  that  enter  in — perseverance  of  purpose  and  keen 
discrimination — which  enable  one  to  recognize  business  opportunities,  but 
the  foundation  of  all  achievement  is  earnest,  persistent  labor.  This  fact 
being  recognized  at  the  outset  of  his  career  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he 
worked  earnestly  and  diligently  in  the  advancement  of  his  own  interests,  at 


772 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


the  same  time  doing  what  he  could  for  the  welfare  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  habits  of  industry,  public  spirit,  courteous  demeanor 
and  honorable  career  he  enjoys  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  a  host  of  friends 
in  Nodaway  county,  where  he  has  long  maintained  his  home,  being  numbered 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Hughes  township. 

Mr.  Hayzlett  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Hoosier  state,  having  been  born 
in  Hancock  county,  Indiana,  on  August  6,  1842.  He  is  the  son  of  James 
and  Angeline  (Taylor)  Hayzlett,  the  former  a  native  of  Virginia  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  The  subject’s  father  died  in  Hancock  county,  where  he  had 
followed  farming  for  many  years,  and  in  1866  the  widowed  mother  brought 
her  family  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  her  death  occurred  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years.  The  parents  had  seven  children,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  the  third  in  the  order  of  birth.  .The  latter  was  reared  on  the 
paternal  farmstead  in  Indiana  and  he  is  indebted  to  the  common  schools  of 
Hancock  county  for  his  educational  training.  He  remained  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  1866,  when,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  came  with  his  mother 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  the  trip  from  Indiana  being  made  in  a  wagon. 
They  arrived  in  Nodaway  county  in  October,  1866,  and  the  subject  at  once 
located  on  the  land  in  Hughes  township  near  where  he  now  resides,  a  period 
of  nearly  forty-five  years,  having  been  a  witness  and  active  participant  in  the 
wonderful  transformation  and  development  which  has  characterized  this 
county.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  large  landed  estate,  comprising  several  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  including  some  of  the  best  farming  land  in  the  county,  and  here 
he  has  consistently  applied  himself  to  a  general  line  of  farming,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  a  very  gratifying  measure  of  prosperity,  being  numbered  today 
among  the  leading  farmers  of  his  section  of  the  county.  Stock  raising  has 
always  demanded  a  due  share  of  his  time  and  attention  and  in  this  line  also 
he  has  met  with  eminent  success.  On  the  farm  are  splendid  buildings,  which 
are  maintained  in  the  best  of  repair,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  place 
is  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  indicative  of  the  progressive  spirit  and  practical 
ideas  of  the  owner. 

On  August  11,  1875,  Mr.  Hayzlett  was  united  in  marriage  to  Samantha 
Elizabeth  Cole,  a  native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born 
on  September  14,  1851,  a  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Hennon)  Cole.  Her 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  state  they  moved  to 
Ohio,  then  to  Illinois,  and,  in  1859,  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where 
they  lived  for  several  years,  moving  then  to  Andrew  county,  this  state, 
where  their  deaths  occurred.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayzlett  have  been  born  nine  children,  namely:  Stoughton  F., 
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Logan  C.,  Elmer  R.,  Jay  G.,  Lillie  M.  (the  wife  of  Ralph  Miller,  of  Gra¬ 
ham,  this  county),  Daisy  D.  (the  wife  of  Robert  Noblett,  of  Hughes  town¬ 
ship),  Rose,  Myrtle  and  Grace. 

Mrs.  Hayzlett  is  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  to  which  she  renders  an  earnest  support  and  the  girls  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Hayzlett  is  a  public-spirited  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizen,  his  influence  in  the  community  always  being  given  to  the 
things  which  promise  to  benefit  his  fellow  citizens  in  any  way.  Before  clos¬ 
ing  this  brief  sketch,  mention  should  consistently  be  made  of  the  fact  that 
during  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Hayzlett  rendered  effective  service  to  his  country 
as  a  member  of  the  Fifty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
is  a  man  of  genial  disposition,  makes  friends  readily  and  enjoys  a  large  cir¬ 
cle  of  warm  personal  friends. 


HENRY  A.  C.  HASTY. 

By  a  life  of  persistent  and  well-applied  industry,  led  along  the  most  hon¬ 
orable  lines,  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above  has  justly  earned  the 
right  to  be  represented  in  a  work  of  the  character  of  the  one  at  hand,  along 
'with  the  other  men  of  Nodaway  county  who  have  made  their  influence  felt 
in  their  respective  communities  and  who  have  at  all  times  stood  for  the  high¬ 
est  and  best  interests  of  the  people  generally. 

Henry  A.  C.  Hasty  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Blue  Grass  state,  having- 
been  born  at  Woodstock,  Pulaski  county,  Kentucky,  on  January  18,  1859,  and 
he  is  a  son  of  Henry  C.  and  Mary  (Brown)  Hasty.  These  parents  also 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  the  father  born  in  Pulaski  county  and  the  mother 
in  Rockcastle  county.  The  father  was  a  successful  farmer  and  he  and  his 
wife  both  died  in  Rockcastle  county.  They  had  three  children,  Clementine, 
Henry  A.  C.  and  James  M. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  mainly  near  Level  Green.  Rock¬ 
castle  county,  Kentucky,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  locality.  There  he  continued  to  reside,  giving  his  efforts  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  until  the  fall  of  1886,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  during  the  following  five  years  devoted  himself  to  mercantile  business  at 
Skidmore.  During  four  years  under  the  administration  of  President  Cleve¬ 
land  he  served  as  postmaster  of  Skidmore,  giving  general  satisfaction.  In 
the  fall  of  1899  Mr.  Hasty  came  to  Hughes  township  and  engaged  in  farm- 
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ing,  to  which  he  has  since  applied  himself  with  notable  success.  He  owns 
one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  fine  land  and  he  easily  ranks  with  the 
enterprising  and  successful  men  of  his  calling  in  the  county,  being  progressive 
in  his  methods  and  using  the  latest  modern  implements  and  machinery  and 
by  judicious  rotation  of  crops  he  seldom  fails  to  realize  abundant  returns  from 
the  time  and  labor  devoted  to  his  fields.  He  also  pays  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  of  livestock,  which  he  finds  quite  profitable.  He  keeps  in  close 
touch  with  the  advancements  in  agricultural  science  and  is  fully  abreast  the 
times  in  reducing  the  same  to  practical  tests,  being  progressive  in  all  the 
term  implies,  and  believes  in  the  latest  and  most  approved  methods  of  modern 
farming.  The  farm,  which  is  known  as  “Elm  Mound”  farm,  is  numbered 
among  the  best  of  the  township  in  which  it  is  situated  and  it  has  a  widespread 
reputation  because  of  the  fine  Poland-China  hogs  and  Shorthorn  cattle  pro¬ 
duced  here  and  which  command  a  ready  sale  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Hasty  was  married  in  Hughes  township,  this  county,  on  March  14, 
1894,  to  Sarah  Frances  Kyle,  a  daughter  of  James  Madison  and  Elizabeth 
(Anderson)  Kyle,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  Hughes  township  on  June 
27,  1863.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  living  child,  Ernest  Kyle.  Mr.  Hasty 
has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs  and  while  living  at  Skid¬ 
more  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  two  years,  giving  eminent  satis¬ 
faction  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  advancing  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  is  well 
known  throughout  this  section  of  the  county  and  his  friends  are  legion.  His 
life  has  not  been  without  its  quota  of  crosses  and  trials.  He  has  been  able 
to  surmount  all  obstacles,  however,  and  to  arrive  in  the  autumn  time  of  life 
in  prosperous  circumstances.  This,  he  has  been  able  to  do  through  his  inher¬ 
ent  energy  and  industriousness. 


ENOCH  P.  KNABB. 

A  man  who  has  been  conspicuously  identified  with  the  material  growth 
of  the  section  of  Nodaway  county  where  he  resides  is  Enoch  P.  Knabb ;  since 
coming  to  the  West  his  life  has  been  very  closely  interwoven  with  the  history 
of  the  county  where  he  has  lived  for  a  period  of  fortv-two  years,  during  which 
time  immense  and  far-reaching  changes  have  taken  place  here  and  Mr. 
Knabb  has  not  only  done  his  full  part  in  the  work  of  progress,  but  he  has 
rereived  his  full  share  of  the  benefit  accruing  to  all.  He  was  born  in  Cler- 
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mont  county,  Ohio,  August  12,  1827,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Par- 
vin)  Knabb,  the  former  dying  in  Illinois  and  the  latter  in  Indiana.  Jacob 
Knabb  was  born  and  reared  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
wife,  Elizabeth,  was  born  in  New  Jersey.  Enoch  P.  Knabb  was  the  fourth 
child  of  a  family  of  six.  When  he  was  eight  years  old  his  parents  moved  to 
Jackson  county,  Indiana,  where  he  was  reared  and  where  he  lived  until  the 
spring  of  1868  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  He  began  farm¬ 
ing  when  but  a  small  boy  and  received  such  education  as  the  schools  of  those 
early  days  afforded.  Upon  coming  here  he  settled  in  Polk  township,  of  which 
he  has  since  been  a  resident.  He  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising  and  has  met  with  a  fair  measure  of  success  all  along  the  line, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  valuable  and  well-kept  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  one  of  the  best  sections  of  the  county.  Besides  greatly  improv¬ 
ing  his  land  in  a  general  way,  he  has  built  new  and  substantial  buildings, 
having  a  very  cozy  home. 

Mr.  Knabb  was  first  married  in  Jackson  county,  Indiana,  to  Mary  Ann 
Kelly,  who  died  in  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1884.  Eight 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  named  as  follows :  Samuel  F.,  of  Mary¬ 
ville;  Elizabeth  J.  was  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Taylor,  but  is  now  deceased;  Luella 
is  the  second  wife  of  A.  D.  Taylor;  Sarah  C.  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Walker; 
John  and  William,  the  two  youngest  children,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Knabb  was  again  married  on  October  8,  1886,  to  Mrs.  Jurilda  Hick- 
cox,  widow  of  J.  W.  Hickcox  and  daughter  of  George  L.  and  Maria 
(Fletcher)  Stevens.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Indiana  and  her  mother  of 
Kentucky.  Mr.  Stevens  died  in  Harrison  county,  Indiana,  and  Mrs.  Stevens 
died  in  Appanoose  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Knabb  became  the  mother  of  three 
children  by  her  first  marriage,  namely:  Florence  M.  is  the  wife  of  E.  Henry; 
S.  Larkin;  one  son  died  in  infancy. 


SAMUEL  RODMAN. 

From  one  of  the  best  of  pioneer  families,  and  he  himself  a  man  of  un¬ 
blemished  reputation,  comes  Samuel  Rodman,  one  of  the  representative  and 
highly-respected  citizens  of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  was 
born  in  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  March  31,  1864.  He  is  the  son  of  Cor¬ 
nelius  and  Mary  (Curry)  Rodman,  the  father  having  been  born  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  March  24,  1826,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity.  When 
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a  young  man  he  came  to  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  with  his  parents, 
William  and  Sarah  (Brewer)  Rodman.  While  living  in  Illinois  he  married 
Mary  Curry.  She  was  born  at  Taunton,  Somersetshire,  England,  Septem¬ 
ber  21,  1832,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Emma  (Whiting)  Curry.  Samuel 
Curry  was  born  at  Taunton,  Somersetshire,  England,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  grew  to  maturity  and  entered  business  there, 
but  was  bankrupted  by  going  securities.  In  March,  1848,  the  family  came 
to  America  and  located  at  Hendersonville,  now  Shanghai,  Warren  county, 
Illinois.  Mr.  Curry  was  a  brickmaker.  After  locating  in  his  new  home  he 
lived  in  a  little  log  cabin,  which  contained  but  one  window,  and  he  experi¬ 
enced  much  hardship  and  privation,  but  finally,  by  working  hard,  he  gained 
a  good  living  and  a  comfortable  home,  and  several  members  of  his  family 
are  now  wealthy  citizens  of  that  locality.  Emma  (Whiting)  Curry  was 
born  and  reared  at  Mark,  England.  When  Mary  Curry  was  nineteen  years 
old  her  parents  came  to  Olena,  Illinois,  she  remaining  in  England  one  year 
after  their  departure  for  the  New  World,  then  came  to  join  her  parents,  and 
soon  afterwards  in  Illinois  met  Cornelius  Rodman.  After  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cornelius  Rodman  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  they  spent  the  rest 
of  their  days  on  the  place  they  first  settled,  the  father  dying  on  March  2, 
1888,  after  which  event  the  mother  lived  around  among  her  children,  dying 
while  on  a  visit  to  her  daughter  in  Illinois,  October  24,  1907. 

Samuel  Rodman  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in  Illinois.  He 
was  nineteen  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  bought  the  farm  where  Samuel  now  lives.  He  lived  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  old.  On  March  17,  1887,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Minnie  M.  Pifer,  daughter  of  Theodore  and  Martha  E.  (Brown)  Pifer. 
She  was  born  April  29,  1868,  at  Quitman  and  grew  to  maturity  near  that 
place.  After  their  marriage  they  lived  on  a  farm  near  Quitman  for  about 
thirteen  years.  About  1895  he  bought  a  farm  of  ninety  acres  about  a  mile 
north  of  the  county  farm,  but  did  not  live  on  it.  About  three  years  later  he 
bought  two  farms  across  the  road  from  each  other,  in  1899;  they  lie  four 
miles  east  of  Quitman,  and  on  one  of  them  he  and  his  wife  lived  two  years. 
Selling  that  place,  he  bought  the  Gahart  place,  four  miles  west  of  Mary¬ 
ville,  and  lived  there  one  year,  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Cass  county, 
Missouri,  twenty-five  miles  south  of  Kansas  City,  near  Belton,  and  lived 
there  about  five  years,  then  sold  there  and  moved  back  to  Nodaway  county, 
buying  the  old  home  farm  on  which  the  family  had  settled  when  they  first 
came  to  this  county.  He  now  owns  a  very  valuable  and  well-improved  place 
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of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  making  general  farming  his  chief  occupa¬ 
tion.  He  is  an  extensive  buyer  and  shipper  of  hogs,  the  only  one  in  this  line 
of  business  at  Quitman. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  Rodman, 
namely :  Mary  L.  is  the  wife  of  Dick  Brooks  and  they  live  on  the  Malvern 
farm,  about  three  miles  northwest  of  Quitman ;  Vera  M.  is  attending  the  nor¬ 
mal  school  at  Maryville ;  Olga  Lee,  the  youngest  daughter,  is  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  these  children,  Theodore  Pifer,  was  born 
at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  November  9,  1841,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age 
he  left  that  place  and  came  to  Monticello,  Illinois,  with  his  parents,  Stephen 
and  Elizabeth  (Ihinger)  Pifer.  Both  his  parents  were  from  Plolland,  from 
which  country  they  came  to  Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Illinois,  in  which  state 
Theodore  Pifer  grew  to  maturity.  When  the  Civil  war  broke  out  he  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  F,  Second  Illinois  Volunteer  Cavalry,  and  served  four 
years  and  six  months,  receiving  an  honorable  discharge.  On  September  20, 
1866,  he  married,  at  Quitman,  Missouri,  Martha  Ellen  Brown,  daughter  of 
William  and  Sarah  (Banner)  Brown.  She  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  and  lived  in  Illinois,  then  came  to  this  county  and  settled  on 
a  farm  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Quitman,  her  death  occurring  when  Martha 
Ellen  Brown  was  sixteen  years  old.  William  Brown  remarried  when  seventy- 
five  years  old  and  lived  at  Quitman  until  his  death.  Mrs.  Rodman's  father 
“was  twice  postmaster  of  Quitman,  and  he  owned  a  grocery  store  there.  He 
had  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  farm  land,  two  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Quitman.  He  made  his  own  way  after  coming  to  Missouri  and  was 
very  successful.  His  death  occurred  at  Quitman  in  1893.  He  was  for  some 
time  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  director.  He  was  a  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  belonged  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Lutheran  church.  Mrs.  Rodman’s 
mother  died  on  July  14,  1878,  at  the  home  place  west  of  Quitman.  The 
death  of  Stephen  Pifer  occurred  in  February,  1874.  Elizabeth  (Ihinger) 
Pifer  died  on  June  27,  1887,  when  seventy-eight  years  of  age.  Grandfather 
Brown  died  on  March  14,  1883.  Theodore  Pifer  was  married  twice,  the 
second  time  -on  June  8,  1880,  to  Martha  J.  Ogle.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  children,  two  of  whom  died  young.  Of  those  living,  Genie  Pearl  mar¬ 
ried  John  Callaway,  of  Quitman.  Nellie  Josephine  married  first  Edward  C. 
Booth,  who  died  on  September  18,  1905,  and  she  later  became  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Cockayne,  of  this  county.  By  his  first  union  Mr.  Pifer  was  the  father 
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of  three  children :  Mrs.  Rodman ;  Mary  Ellen,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dil¬ 
lard  R.  Palmer,  and  Edward  M. 

On  April  14,  1886,  a  cyclone  swept  over  the  home  of  Mrs.  Rodman’s 
parents,  when  she  was  eighteen  years  of  age  and  living  at  home.  Her 
father  owned  a  half-section  of  land  on  which  stood  three  dwellings  and 
numerous  outbuildings.  All  three  houses  were  swept  away  and  much  gen¬ 
eral  damage  was  done.  The  storm  struck  between  seven  and  eight  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  the  entire  family  being  in  the  house  when  it  was  demolished. 
Two  little  boys  were  killed  in  the  house  and  a  farm  hand  was  injured  by 
being  blown  against  a  tree ;  a  number  of  ducks  and  chickens  were  blown 
into  the  well.  Some  of  Mr.  Pifer’s  private  papers  were  later  found  across 
the  line  in  Iowa,  whither  the  wind  had  carried  them.  Fortunately,  he  car¬ 
ried  cyclone  insurance. 

Samuel  Rodman  is  a  Democrat  politically.  He  has  always  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  public  life  of  his  community,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  a  member  of  the  township  board ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  and  the  aggregate  of  his  terms  in  that  capacity  would  be  seventeen 
years.  He  has  been  repeatedly  urged  to  run  for  county  offices,  but  has  re¬ 
fused  to  do  so.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Quitman,  also  the 
Modern  Woodmen.  The  Rodman  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 


DAVID  WHITE. 

There  is  now  taken  under  review  one  of  the  sterling  citizens  of  Green 
township,  Nodaway  county,  where  he  has  resided  for  many  years  and  where 
his  life  has  been  spent  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  him  an  ample  competence. 
Mr.  White  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  in  this  community,  where  he 
owns  an  attractive  farm,  having  so  conducted  his  business  affairs  as  to  bring 
success  to  himself,  comfort  to  his  family  and  good  to  the  community. 

David  White  was  born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  on  September  13,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Ash)  White.  When  he  was  six  years 
old  the  family  moved  to  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  where  he  received  his  public  school  education.  On  March  29, 
1876,  the  family  removed  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  in  the 
southwest  comer  of  Green  township,  where  they  bought  the  farm  on  which 
the  subject  now  resides.  There  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
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days,  the  father  dying  in  1897  and  the  mother  in  1903.  The  father  had  been 
a  wagonmaker  in  his  younger  days,  but  from  the  time  he  moved  to  Illinois 
he  devoted  his  efforts  to  farming.  He  and  his  wife  were  faithful  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  David  White  has  devoted  his  entire 
life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  has  achieved  a  definite  success  along  this 
line.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  splendid  land,  all 
of  which  is  under  cultivation  and  highly  improved.  He  is  thoroughly  prac¬ 
tical  and  progressive  in  his  farm  work,  keeping  in  touch  with  the  most  ad¬ 
vanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  husbandry,  and  everything  about  the 
place  indicates  a  careful  and  intelligent  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  owner. 
A  general  line  of  crops  are  raised  and  on  the  place  are  to  be  found  some 
fine  livestock,  in  the  handling  of  which  Mr.  White  has  met  with  satis¬ 
factory  success. 

Mr.  White  has  been  married  three  times.  In  December,  1877,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mollie  McDonald,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  McDonald, 
she  being  a  native  of  Indiana.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
one  dying  in  early  infancy,  one  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months  and  the 
other  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years.  Mrs.  Mollie  White  died  on  October 
18,  1882,  and  in  1885  Mr.  White  married  Fannie  E.  Hutchinson,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Fannie  Hutchinson.  She  died  on  June  12,  1903,  and  in 
April,  1905,  Mr.  White  took  for  his  third  wife  Mrs.  Lettie  (Adams)  Latta, 
the  widow  of  Melvin  Latta.  She  was  born  in  Lagrange  county,  Indiana,  and 
when  she  was  three  years  old  she  moved  with  her  parents  to  Iowa,  where 
she  was  reared  to  womanhood.  While  living  there  she  married  Melvin 
Latta  and  to  them  were  born  six  children,  Dale,  Eva,  Bessie,  Lloyd,  Blanche 
and  Leta.  Bessie  and  Blanche  are  living  in  Iowa,  while  the  others  are  living 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White.  Mr.  Latta  died  in  September,  1903,  and  in  1905 
his  widow  came  to  Nodaway  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  two  children 
have  been  born,  Dorothy  and  William. 

Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  to  which  they  render  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  Mr. 
White  has  through  a  course  of  years  enjoyed  to  a  marked  degree  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  those  who  know  him  and  who  have  held  him  in  high  regard 
because  of  his  ability,  sterling  integrity  and  genuine  worth.  He  is  descended 
from  sturdy  and  honorable  ancestry,  several  of  his  ancestors  having  served 
in  the  war  of  1812  and  some  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  White 
family  came  originally  from  Virginia,  that  state  which  has  sent  so  much  of 
the  best  blood  into  the  population  of  the  great  middle  West. 
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THADDEUS  ANDERSON. 

A  happy  combination  of  characteristics  is  possessed  by  the  gentleman  of 
whom  the  biographer  now  essays  to  write,  for  he  has  shown  during  his 
long  residence  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  that  he  is  a  man  of  sound 
business  ability,  foresight  and  sagacity,  at  the  same  time  possessing  laudable 
traits  of  character,  such  as  integrity,  industry,  sobriety  and  kindliness ;  these, 
combined  with  his  public  spirit  and  model  home  life,  have  resulted  in  win¬ 
ning  for  Mr.  Anderson  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

Thaddeus  Anderson  was  born  in  Genesee  county.  New  York,  on  March 
30,  1837,  the  son  of  Squire  and  Emeline  (Folliott)  Anderson.  The  sub¬ 
ject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  New  York  state,  where  their  deaths  occurred. 
Emeline  Folliott  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  young  womanhood 
moved  to  New  York  state,  where  she  met  and  married  Squire  Anderson. 
About  1838  or  1839  they  moved  to  Ohio,  where  they  remained  until  1846, 
when  they  moved  to  Peoria  county,  Illinois,  spending'  the  rest  of  their  days 
in  that  part  of  the  state,  their  deaths  occurring  at  Galva. 

Thaddeus  Anderson  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Illinois  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  married  in  1863,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  he  and  his  wife  came  to  Missouri,  locating  first  in  An¬ 
drew  county.  Soon  afterwards  they  went  to  Holt  county,  then  to  Gentry 
county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1867  they  returned  to  Holt  county,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Maitland.  After  living  there  about  three  years,  he 
bought  a  farm  near  Albany,  Gentry  county,  and  spent  a  like  period  there. 
He  then  came  to  Nodaway  county,  but  about  1880  he  bought  another  farm 
about  nine  miles  northwest  of  Maitland  in  Holt  county,  where  he  made  his 
home  about  fifteen  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  the  farm 
in  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  where  he  now  lives.  This  farm,  which 
comprises  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  is  eligibly  located  in  the  south¬ 
western  part  of  the  township,  and  he  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  good  land  southwest  of  Hopkins.  He  is  thus  the  owner  of  four  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  county,  and  it  has 
all  been  acquired  by  his  own  efforts.  Persistent  and  well-applied  industry 
has  been  the  keynote  to  his  success,  and  today  no  man  in  his  section  of 
county  is  held  in  higher  regard  by  those  who  know  him.  He  is  of  a  whole- 
souled  and  hospitable  disposition,  the  latch-string  of  his  home  ever  hanging 
on  the  outside,  and  an  inviting  and  cheerful  spirit  pervades  his  home  which 
makes  the  guest  there  feel  doubly  welcome. 
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Politically,  Mr.  Anderson  is  a  Republican  and  he  takes  a  true  citizen’s 
proper  interest  in  public  affairs,  especially  as  relating  to  his  own  community, 
though  in  no'  sense  is  he  a  seeker  after  public  office. 

In  1863  Mr.  Anderson  married  Lecy  F.  Lane,  the  daughter  of  Lemuel 
B.  and  Nancy  (Bird)  Lane,  the  former  a  native  of  southern  Illinois  and 
the  latter  of  Kentucky..  Mrs.  Anderson  was  born  in  Peoria  county,  Illinois, 
and  subsequently  came  with  her  husband  to  Nodaway  county,  her  father  be¬ 
coming  a  successful  and  well-known  citizen  of  Maryville,  Missouri.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson  have  been  born  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  in 
infancy,  those  living  being  Ulysses  A.  and  L.  C.  Ulysses  married  Georgia 
Stults  and  lives  southwest  of  Hopkins,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  a  quarter  section  of  land.  He  has  four  children,  Earl  Marion,  Ralph 
Norman,  Opal  and  J.  Thaddeus.  L.  C.  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home  with 
his  parents. 


HENRY  BOWMAN. 


When  the  family  of  Henry  Bowman  left  their  Indiana  home  and  came 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  they  found  a  very  sparsely  settled  country, 
and  the  major  part  of  the  wild  prairie  sod  unturned  by  the  plowshare  of 
the  husbandman.  Numerous  bands  of  Indians  passed  through  the  county, 
most  of  them  going  north.  Deer  were  often  seen  and  much  wild  game 
abounded.  From  such  conditions  Henry  Bowman  grew  to  manhood  and  is 
now  one  of  the  small  band  of  citizens  here  who  has  lived  to  witness  the 
growth  of  the  county  from  such  pioneer  conditions.  He  relates  very  inter¬ 
estingly  stories  of  those  early  days,  when  he  shot  at  wild  deer  and  killed 
the  wild  turkey  and  other  denizens  of  the  forests,  now  seen  no  more  in  the 
highly-cultivated  fields  of  this  locality.  He  was  himself  born  in  Indiana,  in 
November,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Rebecca  (Kraut)  Bowman. 
When  Henry  was  eight  years  old  the  family  emigrated  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  located  in  Nodaway  township,  where  they  bought  a  farm; 
from  there  they  moved  to  the  Possum  Walk  neighborhood,  near  Elmo,  and 
there  the  mother  died,  and  for  a  time  the  children  were  scattered.  Later 
the  father  married  Mrs.  Odle,  widow  of  John  Odle,  and  moved  back  into 
Nodaway  township,  a  mile  north  of  Quitman,  about  i860;  then  the  children 
were  brought  back  home.  When  the  war  between  the  states  began  Jonathan 
Bowman  went  into  the  Confederate  army  and  was  never  heard  from  again. 
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Henry  Bowman  started  in  life  for  himself  when  young  in  years,  working 
out  by  the  month,  and  when  still  a  young  man  he  rented  farm  land  and  raised 
several  crops.  In  1861  he  went  with  a  wagon  train  to  Julesburg,  on  the  way 
to  Denver.  Soldiers  were  stationed  about  every  ten  miles  to  protect  travel¬ 
ers  from  Indians.  The  wagon  trains  would  be  held  and  bunched  until  at 
least  fifty  men  were  in  a  company  before  they  were  allowed  to  proceed.  Mr. 
Bowman  started  in  Nebraska,  across  from  Craig,  but  loaded  with  corn,  etc., 
at  Nebraska  City. 

In  1875  Mr.  Bowman  married  Barbara  Jane  Bowman,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Ann  (Young)  Bowman.  He  then  went  to  farming  for 
himself,  buying  land  about  two  miles  northeast  of  Quitman,  and  farmed  there 
successfully  until  1907.  He  first  owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  now  owns  an  excellent  place  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  His  pres¬ 
ent  beautiful  and  modern  home  was  built  in  1907.  It  stands  on  rising  ground 
just  north  of  the  edge  of  Quitman,  and  there  he  is  spending  his  old  age  in 
serene  comfort ;  but,  being  active  and  hearty,  he  is  still  very  industrious. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowman,  namely:  Nina; 
Ralph,  who  died  when  about  two  years  old :  Ernest  and  Linnie.  who  died  in 
infancy.  The  daughter,  a  very  pleasant  and  well-educated  young  lady,  is 
still  a  member  of  the  home  circle. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bowman  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  always  been  too 
busy  with  his  individual  affairs  to  take  much  interest  in  politics;  however, 
his  support  is  always  on  the  right  side  of  local  questions.  He  is  a  splendid 
example  of  our  enterprising,  self-made  citizens. 


RUSSELL  IRVING  BILBY. 

One  of  the  substantial  and  widely-known  stock  men  and  agriculturists  of 
northwestern  Missouri  is  Russell  Irving  Bilby,  living  in  Nodaway  county, 
where  he  has  large  interests,  but  also  controls  extensive  affairs  elsewhere. 
His  estate  here  represents  much  hard  labor,  but  is  one  of  the  “show  places” 
in  this  locality.  Mr.  Bilby,  like  his  father,  John  S.,  and  his  brother.  J.  Edward, 
who  are  associated  with  him  in  a  vast  enterprise,  sketches  of  whom  appear 
elsewhere  in  this  volume,  is  a  man  of  well-known  energy  and  determination 
in  all  business  affairs.  Indolence  and  idleness  are  entirely  foreign  to  his 
nature,  and  his  continued  and  successful  activity  in  the  management  and 
development  of  this  property  has  stamped  him  as  one  of  the  county’s  most 
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progressive  and  representative  citizens ;  but  he  is  plain  and  unobtrusive,  never 
courting  publicity  or  notoriety.  Such  characteristics  as  he  possesses  always 
make  for  success,  and  at  the  same  time  win  the  admiration  and  confidence  of 
those  with  whom  one  comes  in  contact. 

Mr.  Bilby  was  born  at  Bushnell,  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  in  1868, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Margaret  (Applegit)  Bilby.  While  he  was  in 
infancy  his  parents  brought  him  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  about 
four  miles  southwest  of  Quitman,  in  Green  township,  and  there,  on  his 
father's  ranch,  he  grew  to  manhood.  Although  John  S.  Bilby  was  at  that 
early  period  of  this  county’s  history  well-to-do,  he  did  not  permit  his  sons 
to  grow  up  in  idleness,  but  required  them  to  do  their  just  share  of  the 
general  work  about  the  place,  thereby  developing  a  robust  manhood  and  a 
training  of  inestimable  value  in  the  practical  affairs  of  life  which  has  been 
of  much  subsequent  value  to  them.  As  they  grew  older  they  were  given 
larger  responsibilities,  and  in  due  course  of  time  the  father  shifted  to  their 
shoulders  the  entire  responsibility  of  managing  the  Missouri  ranches. 

Russell  I.  Bilby  married  Maggie  Miller,  daughter  of  Alexander  Miller 
and  wife,  an  old  and  influential  family,  Mrs.  Bilby  being  a  lady  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  culture.  Her  father  was  born  in  Scotland,  was  highly  educated 
and  became  a  civil  engineer.  He  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  and,- 
penetrating  to  the  interior,  became  a  farmer  near  York,  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  but  about  1904  moved  to  Russell  county,  Kansas,  where  he  found 
land  similar  to  that  of  his  native  country,  and  there  he  bought  nearly  one 
thousand  acres. 

The  pleasant  and  attractive  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  I.  Bilby 
has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters, 
namely:  Bessie,  Ferol,  John  and  Ralph.  They  have  also  taken  to  raise 
Ethel  Miller,  a  little  daughter  of  Mrs.  Bilby’s  brother,  the  child’s  mother 
being  deceased. 

As  is  stated  in  the  review  of  John  S.  Bilby,  Russell  I.  is  the  partner  of 
his  father  in  the  Nodaway  Valley  Cattle  Company,  owners  of  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  acres  of  valuable  land  near  Quitman,  and  assisting  him  in  the 
management  of  the  same  are  five  foremen.  There  is  a  boarding  house  near 
his  home  for  such  of  the  hands  as  have  no  families.  There  are  two  ice 
houses  on  his  ranch,  a  packing  plant,  a  store  stocked  with  about  three  thou¬ 
sand  dollars’  worth  of  goods,  such  as  are  in  demand  by  his  hands.  There 
are  two  school  districts  on  his  ranch. 

Mr.  Bilby’s  two  sons  are  being  brought  up,  as  was  their  father,  to  take 
their  share  of  work  and  responsibility.  He  has  trained  them  to  develop  their 
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best  abilities  on  the  ranch.  Not  only  can  they  ricle  bronchos  and  rope  steers, 
but  they  are  young  men  of  sound  business  sense.  Early  in  life  they  were 
given  opportunities  to  buy  and  raise  stock  of  their  own,  thus  learning  by 
experience,  which  is,  after  all,  the  best  teacher,  though  sometimes  a  severe 
one ;  and  when  still  mere  boys  they  owned  two  carloads  of  cattle.  Seeking 
their  father's  advice  as  to  the  best  place  to  market  them,  he  suggested  a  cer¬ 
tain  firm  in  Chicago,  and  the  lads  accompanied  their  stock  to  that  city,  and 
with  that  shipment  began  the  third  generation  of  Bilbys  who  have  shipped 
stock  to  that  firm  from  Nodaway  county,  and  have  helped  make  this  section 
of  Missouri  famous  as  a  cattle  country. 

Russell  I.  Bilby  is  regarded  by  all  who  know  him  as  a  man  who  is  “on 
the  square,”  easily  approached,  a  man  among  men,  standing  for  integrity  in 
business  and  wholesome  living.  The  story  of  his  career  is  interesting  and 
instructive  from  almost  any  view,  and  it  is  of  little  use  to  say  that  his  life 
thus  far  has  been  signally  successful  and  useful  and  that  the  future  awaits 
with  still  greater  rewards,  having  long  since  reached  the  reward  that  is  sure, 
or  almost  sure,  to  crown  those  worthy  to  be  crowned,  success  rarely  coming 
tu  the  undeserving.  Since  reaching  manhood  he  has  been  not  only  a  con¬ 
spicuous  figure  in  the  industrial  circles  of  Nodaway  county,  but  also  in  the 
affairs  that  concern  the  welfare  of  the  entire  locality,  being  interested  in  all 
lines  of  material  advancement  and  an  advocate  and  patron  of  enterprises 
that  affect  the  social  and  moral  good  of  his  fellow-men,  therefore  winning 
and  meriting  their  confidence  and  esteem. 


WILLIAM  R.  HOLT. 

In  referring  to  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those  who  initiated  the  onerous 
work  of  developing  the  virgin  wilds  of  Nodaway  county  and  thus  laying  the 
foundations  for  that  prosperity  and  precedence  which  now  characterizes  this 
favored  section  of  the  state,  it  is  imperative  that  recognition  be  had  of  the 
Holt  family,  members  of  which  have  been  identified  with  the  history  of  the 
state  from  the  pioneer  days  and  who  have  invariably  maintained  the  highest 
standard  of  integrity  and  honor,  commanding  unequivocal  respect  and  es¬ 
teem.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  during  a  residence  in  this  section  of  the 
state  of  many  years,  so  ordered  his  actions  as  to  merit  the  unbounded  confi¬ 
dence  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  as  a  representative  citizen  of  the  community 
in  his  day,  he  is  now  entitled  to  specific  recognition  in  a  work  of  this  character. 

William  R.  Holt  was  born  in  Orange  county,  North  Carolina,  in  1818, 
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and  was  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Rainey)  Holt.  He  came  to 
Clay  county,  Missouri,  in  1837,  and  later  went  with  an  elder  brother  to 
Council  Bluffs,  where  he  assisted  the  latter  in  issuing  rations  to  the  In¬ 
dians.  In  1839.  his  parents  and  family  came  to  Clay  county,  Missouri,  where 
they  settled,  and  at  the  same  time  there  came  Brisco  M.  S.  Warren,  his  wife, 
Adeline  (Troxler)  Warren,  and  their  daughter,  Sarah  S.  The  latter  was 
born  November  18.  1824,  and  was  reared  in  the  same  county  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  as  was  Mr.  Holt.  A  year  or  two  later  Mr.  Holt  returned  from  Council 
Bluffs  and  in  1841  he  and  Sarah  S.  Warren  were  married.  After  this 
event  they  went  to  Andrew  county,  this  state,  settling  seven  miles  west  of 
Savannah.  There  he  located  a  government  claim  of  a  quarter  section  of  land 
and  lived  there  until  1844.  He  then  sold  this  claim  and  went  to  DeKalb 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1848,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Nodaway  county 
and  located  about  three  miles  south  of  where  Quitman  is  now  located.  Part 
of  this  land  he  secured  from  the  government  and  part  by  purchase  from 
other  settlers,  and  on  this  place  he  established  his  home.  He  went  earnestly 
to  work  to  put  the  land  in  shape  for  cultivation  and  soon  the  waving  fields 
of  grain  adorned  what  was  formerly  wild  land,  untouched  by  the  hand  of  the 
white  man.  As  he  was  prospered  he  added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  at 
length  he  owned  over  five  hundred  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  could  be  found  in 
his  section  of  the  county.  On  this  place  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc¬ 
curred  on  May  16,  1896. 

Mr.  Holt  and  his  faithful  companion  were  veritable  pioneers  in  their 
section  of  the  county,  as  at  the  time  they  came  here  their  nearest  neighbors 
were  three  miles  distant,  and  where  Quitman  now  stands  there  was  then  but 
a  single  settler,  while  Maryville,  the  county  seat,  was  but  an  unpretentious 
village.  Wild  game,  such  as  deer,  turkey,  wildcats  and  an  occasional  bear 
were  found.  Savannah  was  their  principal  trading  point,  though  small  pur¬ 
chases  were  frequently  made  at  Maryville,  eleven  miles  distant,  which  was 
the  nearest  place  to  secure  a  doctor  or  medicine.  These  pioneers  were  neces¬ 
sarily  self-dependent  in  many  ways,  and  they  raised  the  wool,  spun  the  thread 
and  wove  the  cloth  from  which  their  common  clothes  were  made,  though  for 
their  finer  suits  they  would  buy  the  cloth  and  engage  tailors  to  make  the 
clothes.  The  Holt  farm  was  most  .eligibly  situated  and  the  land  was  diversi¬ 
fied  in  character,  being  both  prairie  and  timber  land.  Mr.  Holt  was  a  hard 
working  man  and  devoted  himself  without  stint  to  the  improvement  of  his 
farm  and  the  comfort  of  his  family.  He  was  a  man  of  keen  intelligence  and 
sound  common  sense  and  his  judgment  was  good  in  business  affairs.  He  was 
genial  in  his  intercourse  with  others  and  enjoyed  to  a  marked  degree  the 
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friendship  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  widow  is  now  living,  in  the  eighty- 
sixth  year  of  her  age  and  possesses  her  physical  and  mental  faculties  to  a  re¬ 
markable  degree,  considering  her  age,  in  evidence  of  which  it  is  stated  that 
she  frequently  walks  as  much  as  a  half  mile,  without  unusual  fatigue. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  were  born  nine  children,  briefly  mentioned  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Two  died  in  infancy:  Mary  E.,  who  was  the  wife  of  David  Ramsey, 
of  Atchison  county,  died  on  January  18,  1888,  leaving  a  daughter,  Sarah,  now 
the  wife  of  Hugh  McDonald ;  Cornelia  J.  is  the  wife  of  Ambrose  Collins  and 
lives  on  the  old  homestead;  Emily  is  the  wife  of  James  B.  Prather,  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts;  Benjamin  F.  died  in  his  twentieth  year;  Missouri  is  the  wife 
of  John  W.  Linville,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  Barton 
W.,  of  Thomas,  Custer  county,  Oklahoma;  William  Lewis,  who  lived  at 
Oklahoma  City,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  three 
children. 

Politically,  Mr.  Holt  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  while  his 
fraternal  relations  were  with  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Re¬ 
ligiously,  he  and  all  the  members  of  his  family  belonged  to  the  Christian 
church. 


HANSON  H.  WARE. 

Of  the  old  settlers  of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  have  now 
finished  their  earthly  career  and  joined  the  silent  host  of  sleepers  in  “God’s 
acre,"  wherein  we  all  must  rest,  few  will  be  longer  remembered  and  none 
more  highly  revered  than  the  late  Hanson  H.  Ware,  who  for  many  years 
was  a  well-known  farmer  and  breeder  of  shorthorn  cattle  near  Quitman; 
he  was  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  which  was  situated  in  section  10,  Green 
township,  comprising  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  under  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  He  was  a  native  of  Highland  county,  Ohio,  and  was  born 
July  31,  1839.  His  parents  were  John  H.  and  Eliza  J.  Ware,  the  former  a 
native  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  born  there  in  1808,  and  the 
latter  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  in  1818.  They  were  married  in 
1835  and  settled  in  Hardin  county,  afterwards  moving  to  Ross  county,  Ohio, 
in  1847.  In  1856  the  family  moved  to  Council  Bluffs,  and  after  remaining 
there  six  months  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri. 

Hanson  H.  Ware  passed  his  youthful  days  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and 
there  received  a  good  education.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri.  When  the  war  between  the  states  began  he  proved 
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his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Company  I,  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Missouri 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1864,  and  by  faithful  service  he  was  promoted  to 
first  lieutenant  and  later  appointed  adjutant  of  his  regiment.  He  was  in 
the  battles  of  Spring  Hill,  Frankfort,  Nashville,  Spanish  Fort  and  Fort 
Blakely.  He  was  mustered  out  at  St.  Louis  in  August.  1865.  After  his 
army  career,  which,  indeed,  was  a  very  creditable  one,  he  returned  home  and 
devoted  the  rest  of  his  life  to  farming.  In  April,  1863,  he  married  Angeline 
Alexander,  daughter  of  Judge  Alexander.  She  was  born  in  May,  1844,  and 
died  in  May,  1864.  Mr.  Ware  was  married  a  second  time,  in  1866,  to 
Parmelia  Needles,  daughter  of  Judge  E.  S.  Needles;  she  died  in  1870,  leaving 
three  children,  John  E.,  Eliza  J.  and  Samuel  F.  He  was  subsequently  mar¬ 
ried  to  Mary  Elnor  Branson,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Jane  Branson.  She 
was  born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  February  3,  1839.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1804,  and  her  mother  in  Maryland  in  1812.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  1827  and  settled  in  Ross  county,  Ohio.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  Ware  and  his  last  wife,  namely ;  Harry  A.,  whose  sketch  appears 
herein ;  Glen  D.  and  Sarah  A. 

The  parents  of  these  children  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Ware  was  also  master  workman  of  Lodge  No.  216, 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  The  death  of  this  excellent  citizen  oc¬ 
curred  on  July  11,  1886. 

Mrs.  Ware  is  still  living  in  Quitman,  where  her  son  Glen  also  lives.  Her 
daughter,  Sarah,  married  Frank  P.  Prosser  and  lives  at  Joplin,  Missouri, 
where  he  is  city  ticket  agent  for  the  Missouri- Pacific  Railway.  John  E.  Ware 
is  married  and  lives  at  Chickasha,  Oklahoma;  Eliza  J.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Carden  and  lives  southeast  of  Quitman ;  Samuel  F.  Ware  died  in  August, 
1888. 


WILLIS  S.  FRANKUM. 

Those  interested  in  the  history  of  Nodaway  county  do  not  have  to  carry 
their  investigations  far  into  its  annals  before  learning  that  Willis  S.  Frankum, 
of  Green  township,  has  long  been  an  active  and  leading  representative  of  its 
agricultural  interests  and  that  his  labors  have  proven  a  potent  force  in  mak¬ 
ing  this  a  rich  farming  region.  For  several  decades  he  has  gradually  im¬ 
proved  his  valuable  place,  and  while  he  has  prospered  in  his  general  farming 
operations,  he  has  also  found  ample  opportunity  to  assist  in  the  material  de- 
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velopment  of  the  county,  and  his  co-operation  has  been  of  value  for  the 
general  good. 

Mr.  Frankum  was  born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  in  1861,  and  is  the 
son  of  William  Henry  and  Caroline  (Westfall)  Frankum.  William  Henry 
Frankum  was  the  only  son  of  George  and  Rachael  Frankum,  born  in  Pick¬ 
away  county,  Ohio,  August  30,  1836.  He  was  left  fatherless  when  ten 
years  old.  The  father  had  set  an  excellent  example  of  character  for  the  boy, 
and  he  went  to  work  to  emulate  his  father's  example.  He  worked  by  day, 
studied  in  leisure  hours  and  at  night,  consequently  obtained  a  good  education, 
though  his  schooling  was  limited.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  school.  He  married,  on  October  16,  i860,  Caroline  Westfall,  and 
on  April  13,  1863,  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising  near  Quitman,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months.  George  Frankum,  father  of  William  Henry,  was  born  October  21, 
1 8 1 1 ,  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  son  of  William  and 
Mary  (Root)  Frankum.  William  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  Frankum, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany,  as  was  William  Frankum.  They  came  to 
America  early  in  the  nineteenth  century  and  lived  in  Virginia  from  1810 
to  1815.  Mrs.  William  Henry  Frankum,  mother  of  Willis  S.  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio.  February  2,  1837.  and  her  death  occurred 
on  March  20,  1889,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  For  many  years  she  was 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

When  Willis  S.  Frankum  was  one  and  one-half  years  old,  on  April  10, 
1863,  the  family  came  to  Missouri  and  located  three  miles  northeast  of 
Quitman,  Nodaway  county,  where  Mr.  Frankum  purchased  a  farm  of  George 
Cordell.  About  four  years  later  the  family  moved  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Quitman  and  bought  a  farm  which  is  still  the  family  home ;  it 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixt)  acres,  west  of  Nodaway  river  and  ten 
acres  east  of  this  stream.  There  Willis  S.  grew  to  manhood.  In  October, 
1874,  the  family  moved  to  Cavaleras  county,  California,  and  rented  land 
on  which  they  remained  until  the  spring  of  1875,  when  they  moved  to 
Monterey  county,  that  state,  and  remained  there  until  fall,  then  went  to 
San  Benito  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1876  they  returned  home.  The 
trip  was  both  for  sight-seeing  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother’s  health,  and 
in  March,  1889,  she  died  here  on  the  home  place.  The  father  and  two  sisters 
of  Willis  S.  kept  house  for  a  while,  later  moving  to  Tarkio,  Atchison  county, 
and  remained  there  three  years,  then  returned  to  the  old  home  again,  where 
they  lived  until  about  1897.  There  were  five  children  in  this  family,  one 
of  whom  died  in  childhood ;  those  living  are  Ethel  M.,  who  resides  in  Cali- 
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fornia ;  John  C.  lives  on  a  farm  at  Wellington,  Kansas;  Carrie  also  lives  in 
California;  Willis  S.,  of  this  review. 

A  good  education  was  acquired  by  Willis  S.  Frankum  in  the  public 
schools  and  in  Amity  College,  at  College  Springs,  Iowa.  Returning  home 
he  remained  here  for  two  or  three  years,  then  went  to  western  Nebraska  in 
the  spring  of  1886  and  took  up  a  homestead,  on  which  he  remained  a 
year  and  a  half,  then  returned  to  Nodaway  county  at  the  old  place  near 
Quitman. 

In  1889  Mr.  Frankum  was  married  to  Belle  Evans,  daughter  of  Jerome 
B.  and  Ellen  (Duffy)  Evans.  She  was  born  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois, 
and  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  when  a  child,  and  about  1876  she  lived 
on  a  farm  near  Maryville,  later  moving  into  Green  township,  west  of  Noda¬ 
way,  and  there  grew  to  womanhood.  After  their  marriage,  Mr.  Frankum 
farmed  three  years  on  a  place  west  of  his  father's  old  home,  then  went  to 
western  Nebraska  and  bought  a  farm  on  which  he  lived  three  and  one-half 
years,  then  returned  to  his  father's  old  home  in  the  fall  of  1896,  living 
with  his  father  and  sisters.  The  following  spring  one  sister  began  teaching 
school  and  the  other  entered  the  millinery  business,  and  they  have  been 
away  from  home  ever  since.  The  father  remained  at  home  two  or  three 
years,  then  married  Anna  M.  Caldwell,  and  Willis  S.  moved  into  another 
house,  near  by,  on  land  that  is  now  a  part  of  the  old  farm.  Some  three  or 
four  years  later  the  father  moved  to  Maryville  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  in  February,  1909.  His  widow  still  lives  there.  Willis  S.  has  lived 
on  the  old  homestead  ever  since.  In  his  family  are  three  children,  Guy  L.. 
Melba  D.  and  Dale  E.,  all  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Politically  Mr.  Frankum  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  lodges  at 
Quitman.  He  has  been  very  successful  and  has  accumulated  several  hundred 
acres  of  land  by  his  good  management.  He  is  quiet,  friendly  and  unas¬ 
suming,  and  a  man  whom  to  know  is  to  respect  and  to  be  a  friend  to. 


CALLAHILL  M.  B.  SUTTLE. 

One  of  the  successful,  large-hearted,  genial  and  unpretentious  agri¬ 
culturists  of  the  western  part  of  Nodaway  county  is  Callahill  M.  B.  Suttle, 
who  springs  from  one  of  the  best  of  old  Southern  families,  whose  honor  and 
traditions  he  has  ever  sought  to  bear  aloft.  His  birth  occurred  in  Clinton 
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county,  Missouri,  in  1856,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Jerome  B.  and  Elizabeth 
(Layton)  Suttle,  the  father  born  in  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  of  German  an¬ 
cestry.  There  lie  grew  to  maturity,  coming  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  in 
the  latter  fifties  and  remained  there  until  a  few  years  ago  when  he  came 
to  Nodaway  county  and  lived  with  his  son,  Callahill  M.  B.,  of  this  review, 
the  balance  of  his  days,  dying  in  1902.  He  devoted  his  life  work  to  farming, 
owned  a  good  place  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Clinton  county,  and 
he  was  an  honest,  industrious  and  well-liked  man,  highly  respected  by  his 
neighbors.  His  wife  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  she  had  been  married 
before  her  alliance  with  Mr.  Suttle,  being  the  widow  of  William  Finnell, 
and  mother  of  John  Finnell,  of  Nodaway  township;  her  death  occurred 
in  September,  1888.  One  daughter  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jerome  B.  Suttle 
died  in  infancy. 

Callahill  M.  B.  Suttle  lived  on  his  father's  farm  in  Clinton  county  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  near 
Quitman,  where  he  worked  at  farm  work  by  the  month.  On  February  5, 
1885,  he  married  Sarah  C.  Bowman,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Hagey) 
Bowman ;  she  was  born  near  Quitman  and  when  ten  years  of  age  the  family 
moved  to  near  Burlington  Junction,  where  she  grew  to  maturity.  Her  father 
died  in  1866,  when  she  was  only  thirteen  months  old.  The  mother,  who  is 
still  living  in  Burlington  Junction,  was  left  to  rear  four  children,  and  she 
also  cared  for  other  children  besides  her  own  and  was  a  very  diligent  and 
ingenious  woman,  rearing  her  family  in  comfort  and  respectability,  a  woman 
of  strong  vitality,  great  energy  and  pluck.  She  is  now  seventy-eight  years 
old  and  keeps  her  home  much  neater  than  most  young  women.  She  has 
been  the  head  of  her  household  ever  since  1866,  when  her  husband  died. 

Abraham  Hagey,  father  of  Mrs.  Maria  Bowman,  was  born  in  Amber- 
son’s  Valley,  southwestern  Pennsylvania,  in  1803.  He  married  Susan 
Harnor,  a  native  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio.  They  came  to  Missouri  in  1852, 
located  in  Nodaway  county,  west  of  Dawson,  entering  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  from  the  government.  About  1858  he  moved  into  the  northwestern 
part  of  Green  township,  near  where  the  Hagey  school  house  is  now  located, 
and  that  was  the  family  home  as  long  as  he  lived.  His  family  consisted  of 
five  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter:  Mrs.  Maria  Bowman,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Suttle;  Abraham  Hagey,  Jr.,  lives  at  Burlington  Junction;  Isaac  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Corinth ;  Jacob  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Champion 
Hills ;  they  were  both  soldiers  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war ; 
John  Hagey  lives  in  the  northwest  part  of  Green  township,  in  section  24. 
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After  his  marriage  Mr.  Suttle  began  farming  for  himself,  and  abont 
three  years  after  he  married  he  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Green  township,  seven  miles  southwest  of  Burlington  Junction,  and 
he  has  lived  in  that  locality  ever  since.  In  1900  he  bought  another  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  -acres  west  of  the  road  from  the  first  one,  still  retain¬ 
ing  the  first  place.  In  1908  he  bought  another  of  forty  acres  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road,  adjoining  the  first  tract,  and  in  the  spring  of  1910  he  bought 
eighty  acres  south  of  the  first  tract,  making  four  hundred  acres  in  all ;  only 
twenty-five  acres  of  this  vast  and  valuable  tract  are  not  in  cultivation.  His 
land  is  well  improved  and  most  admirably  adapted  for  general  farming 
and  stockraising,  to  which  Mr.  Suttle  devotes  his  exclusive  attention.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  career,  always  alert,  progressive, 
and  at  the  same  time  considerate  and  straightforward  in  his  dealings  with 
his  fellow-men.  He  has  a  substantial,  pleasant  and  attractively  located 
dwelling  and  such  outbuildings  as  his  needs  require.  Various  kinds  of  good 
livestock  are  to  be  found  here. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Suttle  nine  children  have  been  born,  of  whom  three 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  Charles  D.,  who  is  farming  for  himself 
near  the  family  home;  Jesse  J.,  Dottie  V.,  Okalla,  Edwin  and  Edna  M., 
who  are  twins,  are  all  members  of  the  home  circle. 


JAMES  D.  MALVERN. 

One  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  and 
a  man  whose  life  has  been  led  along  lines  calculated  to  inspire  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  is  James  D.  Malvern,  who  was  born  in 
i860  in  Doniphan  county,  Kansas.  He  is  the  son  of  George  M.  and  Mary  E. 
(Warren)  Malvern.  The  father  was  born  near  Hackettstown,  New  Jersey, 
and  when  a  boy  went  with  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania  and  lived  there  about 
ten  years,  later  coming  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Mills  county,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood.  He  was  the  son  of  David  and  Kate  Malvern.  In  1852  he 
went  to  California  and  worked  in  the  gold  mines  and  there  he  and  his  father 
conducted  a  store.  He  returned  to  Iowa  in  1856,  later  to  Missouri,  enter¬ 
ing  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Harrison  county.  On  his  way 
there  he  secured  the  numbers  of  the  tracts  where  Burlington  Junction  is 
now  located,  with  the  intention  of  entering  it  at  the  land  office  at  Plattsburg, 
but  upon  his  arrival  there  found  that  the  land  had  already  been  taken.  He 
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then  entered  land  in  Harrison  county.  About  1857  he  went  to  Andrew 
county  and  located  near  Rochester.  He  was  married  about  1858  to  Mary 
A.  Warren,  who  was  born  near  Greensburg,  central  North  Carolina.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Briscoe  and  Adeline  (Troxler)  Warren,  and  when  she 
was  a  little  girl  her  parents  brought  her  to  Andrew  county.  That  was  in 
an  early  day,  when  St.  Joseph  was  only  a  village,  and  she  grew  to  maturity 
in  Andrew  county. 

After  George  M.  Malvern  and  wife,  parents  of  James  D.,  were  mar¬ 
ried,  they  farmed  in  Andrew  county  until  the  spring  of  i860,  then  lived  one 
year  in  the  extreme  eastern  part  of  Kansas,  where  their  son,  James  D.,  was 
born.  They  then  came  back  to  Andrew  county  and  lived  there  until  about 
1865,  then  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  located  near  Quitman,  the  father 
buying  a  home  there  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  soon  became  well 
established. 

James  D.  Malvern  is  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four 
boys  and  one  girl  are  living,  namely:  James  D.,  of  this  review;  Briscoe  W. 
lives  at  Blunt,  South  Dakota ;  Edmund  N.  lives  on  the  home  place  in  the 
northwest  part  of  Green  township;  Mollie  F.  is  the  wife  of  Robert  T.  Lamar 
and  lives  at  Elmo,  Missouri;  George  M.,  Jr.,  lives  at  Sterling,  Oklahoma; 
Thomas  J.  died  when  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  old ;  David  died  when  seven 
or  eight  months  old.  and  Daniel  S.  died  when  about  eighteen  months  old. 

In  1903  or  1904  George  M.,  Sr.,  moved  to  Oklahoma  where  he  died 
in  October,  1908;  he  had  bought  a  half-section  of  land  there,  but  still  re¬ 
tained  the  old  home  place  at  Quitman,  Missouri ;  he  also  owned  eighty 
acres  one  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Quitman;  thirty  acres  south  of 
Quitman,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Powers  county,  Colorado.  He 
was  very  successful,  being  a  good  business  man  and  a  keen  observer.  He 
was  well  liked  wherever  he  was  known,  being  a  man  of  honest  impulses  and 
kind  and  genial.  His  wife  died  in  1891  on  the  old  home  place  near  Quitman. 

James  D.  Malvern  came  to  Nodaway  county  with  his  parents  when  a 
hoy  and  he  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  place  near  Quitman.  In  1882  he 
married  Albina  Weddle,  daughter  of  James  W.  Weddle,  Sr.,  and  a  sister 
of  J.  W.  Weddle,  Jr.,  whose  sketch  appears  herein.  She  was  born  in 
Lawrence  county,  Indiana,  and  came  west  when  three  years  old.  After  their 
marriage,  James  D.  Malvern  and  wife  went  to  farming  near  Quitman  and 
remained  in  that  locality  until  1888,  then  went  to  Colorado  and  took  up  a 
government  claim  on  which  he  lived  a  little  over  eighteen  months,  then, 
in  the  latter  part  of  1889,  he  came  back  to  Green  township,  this  county, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  a  good  farm,  and  has  been  very  sue- 
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cessful  in  all  his  operations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Burlington  Junction.  He  is,  like  his  father  before  him, 
a  man  well  liked  because  of  his  hospitality,  friendliness  and  honesty. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malvern  nine  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Maude  E.,  born  in  September,  1883,  is  the  wife  of  W.  P.  Nicholas,  and  they 
live  two  miles  southwest  of  Burlington  Junction,  and  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  Joab.  The  others,  who  are  all  living  at  home,  were  born  as  follows: 
Warren  H.,  born  in  September,  1886;  Blanche  L.,  born  in  August,  1890; 
Edmund  R.,  born  in  February,  1893;  Daniel  B.,  born  in  January,  1896; 
John  A.,  born  in  February,  1898:  Annie  Marie,  born  in  September,  1900: 
Kate  Lucile,  born  in  September,  1903 ;  Melba  Grace,  born  in  September, 
1906. 


JOSIAH  CARL  BURKE. 

Although  a  young  man,  Josiah  Carl  Burke,  usually  called  “Carl,”  one  of 
the  efficient  foremen  on  the  Bilbv  ranch  in  Nodaway  county,  is  well  versed  in 
the  science  of  twentieth-century  agriculture  and  stock  raising.  He  was  born 
in  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  in  1877.  He  is  the  son  of  Josiah  Carl  Burke. 
Sr.,  and  his  mother  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Mary  E.  Barber.  The 
father  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,’  near  Quincy,  being  the  son  of 
Lewis  Burke ;  his  mother  was  of  Scotch  descent,  while  the  Burke  family  orig¬ 
inated  in  Ireland,  from  which  country,  many  and  many  years  ago,  came  the 
great-great-great-grandfather  of  the  subject.  The  father  lived  in  Illinois 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  then  went  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  but 
returned  to  Illinois  in  1862,  and  married  Mary  E.  Barber,  sister  of  A.  C.  and 
Fred  C.  Barber,  whose  sketches  appear  herein.  In  the  spring  of  1863  Mr. 
Burke  enlisted  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Nineteenth  Regiment  Illi¬ 
nois  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  badly  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Mobile, 
April  14,  1865,  a  musket  ball  passing  through  his  breast  and  passing  out  under 
his  right  arm.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Mason  county,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  lived  there  ten  or  twelve  years,  then  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  farmed  in  the  south  part  of  Green  township,  where  R.  I.  Bilbv 
now  lives.  Three  years  later  he  moved  to  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  and 
lived  there  about  eight  years,  followed  farming  and  became  very  well  estab¬ 
lished.  All  of  the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Josiah  C.  Burke,  Sr., 
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grew  to  maturity;  they  are,  Ida,  wife  of  J.  M.  Colburn;  Cora  A.,  wife  of 
Grant  Ruddle;  Lottie  E.,  wife  of  Charles  Sisson;  Ella  M.,  wife  of  Elman 
Bever;  W.  Frank  lives  in  Atchison  county;  Myra  A.  is  the  wife  of  George 
Leekev ;  George  L.  died  when  twenty-four  years  old;  Josiah  Carl,  of  this 
review;  Zola  B.  is  the  wife  of  Ova  Cook. 

Prior  to  the  birth  of  the  subject  the  Burke  family  came  to  Nodaway 
county  and  located  in  Green  township,  southwest  of  Quitman,  and  lived  on 
John  S.  Bilby’s  ranch.  Three  or  four  years  later  they  went  to  Harrison 
county,  where  Carl  was  born,  then  they  moved  back  to  Nodaway  county  and 
located  in  the  southwest  part  of  Green  township  in  section  23  and  lived 
there  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  then  moved  into  Skidmore  where  the  mother 
of  the  subject  still  lives. 

J.  Carl  Burke,  of  this  review,  received  a  fairly  good  education  and  he  has 
always  made  farming  his  chief  life  work.  On  May  1,  1902,  he  married  Lulu 
Carmean ;  she  was  born  at  Chanute,  Kansas,  and  when  thirteen  years  old  her 
parents  brought  her  to  this  county,  where  they  located,  and  she  grew  to  matur¬ 
ity  at  Skidmore.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Burke  worked  for  a  time  at  general 
farm  work,  then  came  to  the  Bilby  ranch,  west  of  Quitman,  and  ran  traction 
and  gasoline  engines  and  other  similar  work.  In  1906  he  became  a  foreman  on 
the  Ed.  Bilby  ranch,  which  comprises  fifteen  thousand  acres,  and  he  has 
charge  of  one  thousand  acres  of  the  same,  looking  after  general  farming,  stock 
feeding,  etc.,  for  all  of  which  he  has  been  carefully  trained  and  which  he 
makes  a  great  success  of,  being  not  only  a  man  of  good  judgment  but  also 
a  hard  and  persistent  worker. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke,  Hildred  and  Hazel. 
He  and  his  wife  both  belong  to  the  Christian  church  at  Quitman. 

Mrs.  Carl  Burke  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Lulu  Carmean,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Arthur  and  Jennie  (Lindsay)  Carmean;  her  father  was  from  Decatur, 
Illinois,  and  her  mother  was  born  at  Springfield,  that  state.  When  her  father 
was  a  boy  his  parents,  Arthur  and  Mary  Carmean,  moved  to  Chanute, 
Kansas,  and  there  Mrs.  Burke  spent  her  childhood.  Her  mother  went  to 
Kansas  when  she,  too,  was  a  girl,  and  lived  awhile  at  Thayer,  later  moving  to 
Chanute,  where  she  and  Mr.  Carmean  were  married.  Mrs.  Burke  is  one  of 
four  children,  namely:  Lulu.  Mrs.  Burke;  William  lives  in  the  east  edge 
of  Atchison  countv,  beins;  a  foreman  on  Ed.  Bilbv’s  ranch;  Cleo  married 
Clyde  Mast  and  lives  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Skidmore;  a  son  died 
in  infancy,  unnamed.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carmean  moved  to  Skidmore  and  lived 
there  about  eight  years  and  it  was  while  living  there  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke 
were  married. 
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ALBERT  L.  CALLAWAY. 

The  old  and  well-established  Callaway  family  is  well  represented  in  this 
generation  and  in  Nodaway  county  by  Albert  L.,  commonly  known  as  “Tip” 
Callaway,  who  was  born  October  i.  1840,  in  what  is  now  Woodford  county, 
Illinois,  which  locality  was  then  a  part  of  McLean  county.  He  is  the  son  of 
William  Dudley  and  Amanda  J.  (Wigginton)  Callaway,  both  born  and  reared 
near  Hopkinsville,  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  and  there  they  were  married 
By  a  previous  marriage,  to  Miss  Wright,  William  D.  Callaway  became  the 
father  of  two  children,  Ann  M.  and  Samuel  B.  Their  mother  died  when  they 
were  small.  To  Mr.  Callaway  and  his  second  wife  one  son,  James  E.,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  in  April,  1836.  After  his  birth  the  family  came  to  what 
is  now  Woodford  county,  Illinois,  and  there  the  father  followed  his  trade 
as  a  wheelwri  ght,  which  he  continued  for  a  number  of  years,  then  bought  a 
farm  and  devoted  his  attention  to  it.  In  1846  the  family  moved  back  to 
Kentucky,  but  after  three  months  moved  to  Cass  county,  Illinois,  and  there 
William  D.  Callaway  again  took  up  his  trade  and  followed  the  same  until 
1853,  then  moved  to  Menard  county,  Illinois,  there  buying  a  farm  which  his 
boys  worked  while  he  followed  his  trade.  Selling  out  there,  he  moved  to 
Sweetwater,  in  that  county,  in  1857,  remaining  there  until  1876,  then  moved 
to  Graham,  Missouri,  and  lived  a  retired  life,  working  a  little  now  and  then 
at  his  trade.  His  second  wife,  mother  of  Albert  L.,  of  this  review,  died  in 
1879,  and  the  father  re-marriecl  in  1881  and  located  near  Oregon,  Holt  county, 
Missouri,  on  a  small  farm,  and  his  death  occurred  there  in  1884.  He  was 
buried  beside  his  second  wife  in  the  Odd  Fellows  cemetery  at  Graham.  Both 
parents  were  members  of  the  Christian  church,  in  which  the  father  was  an 
elder  and  sometimes  preached,  being  considered  a  good  expounder  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel.  He  was  a  good  and  useful  man.  He  was  stoutly  built,  active,  jovial  and 
good  natured  even  in  old  age. 

Albert  L.  Callaway  remained  at  Sweetwater  until  the  Civil  war.  In 
April,  1861,  when  came  Lincoln’s  first  call  for  seventy-five  thousand  troops, 
he  enlisted  for  three  months  in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Regiment  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  commanded  by  Col.  John  M.  Palmer,  afterwards  major- 
general  and  United  States  senator.  When  Mr.  Callaway  was  discharged  he 
returned  home  and  on  the  2d  of  August,  1861,  re-enlisted  for  three  years  in 
Company  F.  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  again  enlisted  in  the  same  regiment 
for  three  years  more,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  April,  1865,  his  com¬ 
mand  was  ordered  to  the  Rio  Grande,  wdiere  they  wTent  into  camp  at  Browns- 
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ville,  Texas,  remaining  there  until  April,  1866,  when  Mr.  Callaway  received 
his  final  discharge  from  the  service.  Thus  his  army  record  was  a  long  and 
interesting  one.  He  followed  Grant  from  Belmont  to  Vicksburg,  including 
Fort  Henry,  Fort  Heinan,  Fort  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  in 
1862;  the  battle  on  the  Hatchee.  usually  called  “Hill  on  the  Hatchee”  and 
various  other  skirmishes.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  battle  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  Louisiana,  siege  of  Spanish  Fort  on  Mobile  Bay  and  capture  of  that 
fort,  also.  Fort  Blakeley  on  Mobile  Bay,  the  occupation  of  the  city  of  Mobile, 
thence  three  miles  north  of  Mobile  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad  to  White- 
ley  Station,  where  there  was  a  slight  brush  with  the  enemy  which  was  believed 
to  be  the  last  fighting  of  the  war.  Mr.  Callaway  was  next  to  the  smallest 
man  in  his  company.  He  served  in  every  position  from  private  to  lieutenant, 
being  mustered  out  as  lieutenant. 

After  his  army  career  Mr.  Callaway  returned  to  Menard  county,  Illinois, 
and  in  February,  1867,  he  married  “the  girl  he  left  behind,”  Mary  E.  Bracken, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Menard  county,  Illinois.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
James  Bracken,  a  native  of  Bourbon  county.  Kentucky.  Her  mother  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Arminda  Blane,  a  native  of  Menard  county, 
Illinois.  After  his  marriage,  Albert  L.  Callaway  settled  on  a  farm  near 
Greenview,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  four  years,  moving  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  in  1871,  locating  near  Quitman  the  day  of  the  memorable 
Chicago  fire,  in  October  of  that  year.  He  went  to  work  on  the  raw  prairie, 
dug  a  well,  built  a  small  house  and  lived  there  ten  years,  five  miles  northwest 
of  Quitman.  Selling  the  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which  he  had  improved, 
he  rebuilt  on  a  raw  forty  acres,  buying  eighty  acres  adjoining  which  had  been 
improved.  Selling  out  in  the  fall  of  1883,  he  bought  an  old  and  “dilapidated” 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  improved  it  by  building  a  good  house, 
fences,  etc.  He  was  caught  in  the  panic  of  1893  and  financially  ruined.  In 
1896  he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  two  miles  northeast  of  Quitman,  which 
he  sold  'in  1899  and  moved  into  Quitman,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since. 
He  owns  two  residence  properties  where  he  is  living  a  quiet,  contented  life 
with  his  wife  and  children,  surrounded  by  plenty. 

Thirteen  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callaway,  nine  boys 
and  four  girls;  two  sons  died  in  infancy,  seven  are  now  living.  They  are 
Herbert,  who  is  married  and  lives  in  Greeley  county,  Nebraska;  Arthur  is 
married  and  lives  in  Sanders  county,  Nebraska ;  Paul  is  married  and  lives 
in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Lottie  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Smith,  of  Clearmont, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri;  Harry  is  living  in  Burlington  Junction,  but  owns 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  three  miles  northwest  of  Ouitman ;  Frank,  twin 
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brother  of  Harry,  is  deceased;  Chauncey  is  a  contractor  and-builder  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri;  Alfred  lives  in  Sanders  county,  Nebraska;  Adraine  is  single 
and  living  at  home;  Della  is  single  and  is  a  saleslady  in  St.  Joseph;  Effie  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Boring,  who  lives  on  a  farm  two  miles  east  of  Quitman; 
Ida  is  single  and  lives  at  home;  the  youngest  child,  a  boy,  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Callaway  is  a  most  ardent  Republican  and  a  worker  in  the  party.  He 
was  elected  three  different  times  as  township  assessor  on  the  Republican  ticket 
in  a  Democratic  township.  He  is  widely  and  most  favorably  known  as  a  man 
of  strict  integrity,  interested  in  public  welfare,  a  keen  observer,  patriotic, 
genial,  sunny  temperament,  a  lover  of  home  and  family.  He  and  his  wife 
and  most  of  their  children  belong  to  the  Christian  church,  all  but  two  having 
been  baptized  and  professed  the  faith.  Mr.  Callaway  stands  for  strict  and 
impartial  law  enforcement,  and  is  a  type  of  our  best  citizenship. 


ALFRED  B.  CRANE. 

A  citizen  of  Green  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  is  deserving  of  the 
respect  of  the  citizens  here  and  the  large  success  that  he  can  claim  through 
his  own  efforts  is  Alfred  B.  Crane,  who  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Illinois, 
January  27,  1862,  the  son  of  Sineus  B.  and  Caroline  M.  (Mills)  Crane.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Green  village,  Morris  county.  New  Jersey,  June  3, 
1831,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Julia  (Babout)  Crane.  Benjamin 
Crane's  father  was  fifteen  years  old  and  lived  at  Morristown,  New  Jersey, 
when  the  interests  of  the  Revolutionary  war  centered  there.  Sineus  B. 
Crane  grew  to  maturity  in  New  Jersey.  In  1856  he  married  Caroline  M. 
Mills,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sarah  Mills.  Her  great-grandfather,  Col. 
Jedediah  Mills,  served  with  distinction  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  Revolu¬ 
tion,  his  home  having  been,  it  is  believed,  near  Morristown,  New  Jersey.  In 
1859  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  and  their  two  children  came  to  Illinois  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Berwick,  where  the  father  followed  farming  the  rest  of  his 
life,  dving  there  September  13,  1905.  The  mother  is  still  living  in  Monmouth, 
Illinois,  in  which  place  Mr.  Crane's  death  occurred..  Their  family  consisted 
of  eleven  children,  namely:  Augusta  M.  lives  at  Monmouth,  Illinois,  with  her 
mother,  as  do  also  Sarah  and  Irene;  Alfred  B.,  of  this  review;  Eliphalet  C. 
lives  in  Warren  county,  Illinois;  Henry  M.  is  at  Clearmont,  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  George  Heminger  and  lives  at  West  Point, 
Iowa;  S.  B.,  Jr.,  lives  at  Roseville,  Illinois;  Joseph  H.  died  at  Burlington 
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Junction,  December  13,  1898,  leaving  six  children;  Frank  L.  died  unmarried, 
September,  1885,  at  the  family  home  in  Illinois,  age  twenty-two  years;  Luella 
C.  was  the  wife  of  Frank  Brent,  and  her  death  occurred  in  March,  1901  ;  she 
left  two  children. 

Alfred  B.  Crane,  of  this  review,  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in 
Illinois,  on  which  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  then,  in 
1883,  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  his  brother,  J.  H.  Crane, 
had  preceded  him  a  year.  The  two  brothers  worked  a  farm  together  on  the 
shares — the  farm  where  Alfred  B.  now  lives,  in  sections  23  and  26,  in  the 
northwest  part  of  Green  township. 

On  October  12,  1886,  Alfred  B.  Crane  married  Marina  H.  King,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  and  Katherine  (Peters)  King.  She  was  born  near  Quitman 
and  grew  to  maturity  in  Green  township.  Her  mother  died  in  January,  1809, 
and  her  father  on  October  17,  1870.  Her  parents  came  here  in  1840  from 
Whitestown,  Boone  county,  Indiana,  making  the  journey  to  Missouri  in  wag¬ 
ons,  locating  in  Holt  county  in  what  became  known  as  Whig  Valley,  near 
Maitland.  Prior  to  the  Civil  war  the  family  moved  to  a  place  near  Quitman, 
where  Mr.  King  bought  a  farm  on  which  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  days. 
Mrs.  Crane  has  five  brothers  and  two  sisters  living,  namely :  Sylvester  King 
lives  at  Elmo,  this  county;  Eusabus  lives  in  St.  Joseph;  Charles  Jasper  is  at 
Checo,  California;  Thomas  lives  at  Portersville,  California;  Levina  is  the 
wife  of  William  Mendenhall  and  resides  at  Nickerson;  Robert  M.  lives  at 
Blanche,  Nebraska;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  Nelson  Jackson,  of  Herman.  Nebraska. 

Mrs.  Crane  was  left  an  orphan  early  in  life  and  she  was  reared  in  the 
family  of  J.  W.  Smith,  of  Green  township,  now  living  in  Burlington  Junction. 
Her  father,  Thomas  King,  was  in  a  Missouri  regiment  during  the  Civil  war. 
His  wife,  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Katherine  Peters,  died  in  1869.  Mr. 
King  was  seventy  years  old  at  his  death. 

After  the  marriage  of  Alfred  B.  Crane  he  and  his  wife  began  keeping 
house  on  the  farm  where  he  had  lived  for  some  time  and  which  has  been  his 
home  ever  since.  In  1891  Mr.  Crane  1  Hit  his  first  land,  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  later  adding  two  hundred  acres,  making  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Green  township ;  he  now  has  a  very  valuable  and  highly  productive 
farm  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  is  well  adapted  in  every  way  to 
general  farming  and  stock  raising,  which  Mr.  Crane  has  carried  on  so  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  many  years. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane,  one  of  whom  died 
in  early  infancy;  those  living  are.  William  S.,  who  married  Mabel  Stafford 
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March  9,  1910,  is  now  farming  for  himself  near  his  father’s  home  ;  Mills  E., 
Alfred  K.,  Anna  R.  and  Clara  H.  are  all  living  at  home. 

Mr.  Crane  belongs  to  the  United  Brethren  church  near  his  home  and  Mrs. 
Crane  has  been  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  since  girlhood.  Politicallv 
Mr.  Crane  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  hospitable,  broad-minded,  genial,  popular 
and  a  successful  farmer,  whom  everybody  likes  that  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
forming  his  acquaintance. 


A.  P.  SKEED. 

It  is  not  everyone  who  makes  a  success  as  a  journalist  or  publisher. — 
indeed,  there  are  perhaps  more  failures  in  these  lines  than  in  any  other  avenue 
of  human  endeavor;  like  the  poet,  the  newspaper  man  must  be  born;  hun¬ 
dreds  enter  the  ranks  who,  after  a  struggle  against  great  odds,  are  borne  under 
by  the  current  and  eventually  take  up  something  else  as  a  life  work;  thus  he 
who  has  spent  a  long  life  as  a  devotee  of  the  art  preservative,  over  the  “case” 
or  in  the  sanctum  of  the  editorial  room,  has  demonstrated  that  he  has  powers 
peculiar  to  himself,  and  also  that  he  has  been  a  very  hard  worker.  Very  likely 
he  has  been  a  public  spirited  man,  for  it  has  doubtless  been  necessary  for  him 
to  declare  himself  on  questions  and  issues  on  which  men  and  parties  divide, 
and  it  is  certain  that  he  has  been  an  advocate  for  everything  that  goes  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  upbuilding  of  his  community. 

Such  a  man  is  A.  P.  Skeed,  publisher  of  the  Clearmont  News,  whose  life 
work  has  been  spent  in  this  line  of  endeavor.  He  is  a  native  of  Knoxville, 
Knox  county,  Illinois,  having  been  born  there  on  September  24,  1851,  the  son 
of  Samuel  and  Emily  (Briggs)  Skeed,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father, 
who  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  came  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  in  November, 
1844,  and  in  April,  1845,  located  in  Knoxville.  He  and  Emily  Briggs  grew 
to  maturity  in  their  native  state,  were  educated  and  married  there,  and  spent 
the  latter  part  of  their  lives  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  the  father  dying  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Samuel 
Skeed  continued  the  cooper's  trade  until  about  two  years  prior  to  his  death. 
His  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  three  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

A.  P.  Skeed,  of  this  review,  grew  to  maturity  in  his  native  city  and  was 
educated  in  Knoxville,  Illinois,  passing  through  the  public  schools  and  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  high  school.  He  determined  when  but  a  lad  to  devote  his  life 
to  newspaper  work,  and  with  this  end  in  view  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
Knox  County  Republican,  in  1869,  and  remained  there  until  1872.  In  the 
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spring  of  that  year  he  came  to  Leon,  Decatur  county,  Iowa,  and  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  Decatur  County  Journal,  with  which  he  remained  until  the  fall 
of  1877,  when  he  moved  to  Essex,  Page  county,  Iowa,  and  worked  on  the 
Index  there  until  the  fall  of  1881,  when  he  went  to  Coin,  Iowa,  and  assisted 
in  starting  the  Coin  Eagle  and  on  which  he  put  in  his  best  efforts  until  the 
spring  of  1884,  then  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Clarinda,  that  state,  and  de¬ 
voted  his  attention  to  the  Clarinda  Journal  until  the  spring  of  1888,  when  he 
entered  the  Herald  job  office  at  Clarinda  and  conducted  the  same  until  the 
spring  of  1898,  but  continued  to  work  there  until  the  following  autumn,  then 
came  to  Clearmont,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  a  half  interest  in 
the  News.  On  March  1,  1901,  he  bought  his  partner's  interest  and  has  since 
conducted  the  paper  alone,  having  improved  it  in  every  respect,  building  up  the 
circulation  and  the  job  department,  making  it  a  valuable  news  and  advertising 
medium. 

Mr.  Skeed  has  been  three  times  married,  first  to  Eliza  B.  Avery,  in  1873, 
who  died  in  March.  1879.  In  September,  1880,  he  married  Florence  Lanning, 
whose  death  occurred  in  April,  1895.  For  his  third  wife  Air.  Skeed  chose 
Rebecca  Tucker.  Air.  Skeed  has  two  children,  Laura  L.  and  Claude  A. 

Mr.  Skeed  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  having  been 
identified  with  this  denomination  since  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He 
belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Encampment,  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  has  always  been  an  advocate  of  Re¬ 
publican  principles.  He  has  very  ably  served  as  chairman  of  the  town  board 
of  Clearmont,  also  as  mayor  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  for  the  past  three 
years  he  has  been  township  trustee.  He  is  regarded  as  a  leader  in  local 
affairs- and  he  has  won  his  way  into  the  esteem  of  all  classes  in  this  locality. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  LINVILLE. 

Among  the  native-born  citizens  of  Nodaway  county,  Alissouri,  who  have 
achieved  a  definite  measure  of  success,  must  be  numbered  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  operates  a  fine  and  up-to-date  farm  in  Alonroe  township.  Per¬ 
sistent  industry,  wisely  and  vigorously  applied,  never  fails  of  success.  It 
carries  a  man  onward  and  upward,  brings  out  his  individual  character  and 
acts  as  a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  efforts  of  others.  The  greatest  results  in 
life  are  often  achieved  by  simple  means  and  the  exercise  of  the  common  qual¬ 
ities  of  good  sense  and  perseverance.  The  everyday  life,  with  its  cares,  neces- 
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sities  and  duties,  affords  ample  opportunities  for  acquiring  experience  of  the 
best  kind  and  its  most  beaten  paths  provide  a  true  worker  with  abundant  scope 
for  effort  and  improvement. 

John  W.  Linville  was  born  at  Graham,  this  county,  on  March  5,  1854,  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Linville.  Henry  Linville  was  born 
January  30,  1829,  in  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  (Cole)  Linville.  The  family  came  to  Nodaway  county  in  the  latter 
part  of  1841,  locating  near  where  Graham  now  stands,  the  town  having  since 
extended  over  the  site  of  their  home.  Henry  Linville  engaged  in  farming 
there  until  the  time  of  the  Civil  war.  He  married  Sarah  Caroline  Brown,  the 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Polly  Brown,  after  which  event  they  located  on  a 
piece  of  land  given  them  by  Mrs.  Linville’s  father.  Mr.  Linville  was  ener¬ 
getic  and  industrious  and  a  good  manager  and  he  accumulated  more  property, 
so  that  in  the  course  of  time  he  became  fairly  well-to-do.  He  is  of  an  enter- 
prising  make-up  and  it  was  he  who  first  introduced  shorthorn  cattle  into  this 
section  of  Missouri.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  a  general  line  of  farming,  he 
bought  and  sold  livestock,  fattening  cattle  and  hogs  for  the  market,  and  rap¬ 
idly  made  money.  He  was  of  a  generous  and  accommodating  disposition,  traits 
which  proved  disastrous  to  him,  for.  by  going  security  for  others  who  became 
unable  to  meet  their  obligations,  he  himself  suffered  serious  financial  losses. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  twelve  children,  of  which  number,  six  are 
living.  Mrs.  Sarah  Linville  died  in  1877  and  he  afterwards  married  Mary 
Miller,  of  Graham.  Since  about  1896  Mr.  Linville  has  resided  about  three 
miles  east  of  Skidmore.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  It  was  a  noteworthy  coincidence  that  the  subject’s  two  grandfathers 
were  buried  at  the  same  time,  at  the  Groves  graveyard,  northwest  of  Graham, 
grandfather  Brown  having  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  Grand¬ 
father  Linville  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years.  Of  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  subject,  those  now  living  are  as  follows:  Daniel  Boone;  Kathy,  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Groves;  Mary,  the  widow  of  William  Groves;  Martha,  the  wife  of 
George  Southerland;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  George  William  Strickler.  To  the 
father’s  second  union  were  born  three  sons,  Leslie,  James  and  Lloyd. 

John  W.  Linville  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  one  mile  north  of  Gra¬ 
ham,  this  county,  where  the  family  located  when  he  was  about  two  years  old. 
He  received  a  good  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  and  when  old 
enough  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  After  his  marriage, 
in  1878,  he  went  to  farming  for  himself  on  a  tract  of  land  six  miles  northeast 
of  Graham,  where  he  remained  for  thirteen  years.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
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he  sold  his  place  and  bought  a  farm  three  miles  east  of  Skidmore,  where  he 
lived  three  years.  Selling  this  place,  he  lived  for  a  short  time  three  miles 
south  of  Quitman,  later  trading  this  farm  for  the  one  on  which  he  now  re¬ 
sides,  which  is  located  four  miles  east  and  one  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Skid¬ 
more.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical  and  successful  farmer,  his  prosperity 
being  due  to  his  indefatigable  industry,  good  judgment  and  sound  business 
principles.  His  farm  is  well  improved  and  is  numbered  among  the  good 
farms  of  the  township.  Progressive  and  enterprising,  he  keeps  in  touch  with 
the  most  advanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  husbandry  and  the  general 
appearance  of  his  place  reflects  credit  on  the  owner. 

On  February  24,  1878,  Mr.  Linville  was  united  in  marriage  to  Missouri 
Holt,  who  was  born  in  1856  near  Quitman,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Sarah  (Warren)  Holt,  who  are  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  four  children,  William,  Benjamin  F.,  Nora  and 
Earl.  William,  who  is  farming  near  Hardwick,  Minnesota,  married  Bertha 
Plumerson  and  they  have  three  children,  Lola,  Fern  and  Nellie  Lucile.  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  lives  in  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  engaged  in  traveling  for  a  gaslight 
manufactory.  Nora  is  the  wife  of  Clark  Scott  and  lives  three  and  a  half 
miles  west  of  Maryville,  this  county.  Earl  is  in  business  at  Caruthers,  Fresno 
county,  California. 

Politically,  Mr.  Linville  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party  and  in  the  general  trend 
of  public  affairs,  though  he  has  been  too  busy  a  man  to  aspire  to  public  office. 
Fraternally,  he  joined  the  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias  some  years  ago,  but  is 
not  now  affiliated,  the  lodge  having  dissolved.  Genial  in  disposition  and  pos¬ 
sessed  of  sterling  qualities  of  character,  Mr.  Linville  enjoys  to  a  marked  de¬ 
gree  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community. 


W.  H,  SOWERS. 

One  of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  honored  residents  in  the  vicinity 
of  Clearmont,  Nodaway  county,  is  W.  H.  Sowers.  He  is  a  Hoosier  by  birth, 
having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  Fulton  county,  Indiana,  in  1847,  the  son 
of  Lewis  and  Susana  (  Cink)  Sowers,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina,  from 
which  state  they  came  as  pioneers  to  Fulton  county,  Indiana,  and  there,  be¬ 
ginning  life  as  the  usual  first  settlers  did,  soon  had  a  comfortable  home.  In 
1859  they  moved  to  Page  county,  Iowa,  where  they  purchased  some  “claims” 
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and  continued  farming,  remaining  there  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  then 
moved  to  Thomas  county,  Kansas,  where  they  died.  Although  Mr.  Sowers 
kept  all  his  places  in  first-class  condition  and  was  a  very  successful  farmei 
wherever  he  went,  his  farm  in  Iowa  was  perhaps  his  best.  He  placed  it  under 
the  highest  improvements  and  had  a  splendid  orchard  and  everything  that 
made  a  farm  attractive.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Ten  children  constituted  his  family,  nine  of  whom  are  still 
living. 

W.  H.  Sowers  was  educated  in  the  early  subscription  schools  of  Page 
county,  Iowa,  and  when  a  young  man  began  farming  under  his  father’s  direc¬ 
tion.  When  only  sixteen  years  of  age  he  gave  expression  to  his  patriotism 
by  enlisting  in  Company  A,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  many  hard-fought  battles  and  trying  cam¬ 
paigns,  but  always  discharging  his  duty  in  a  manner  that  would  have  done 
credit  to  a  veteran.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  resumed 
work  on  the  home  place.  On  September  28,  1868,  he  married  Rosa  A.  Phipps, 
of  Page  county,  Iowa,  then  began  farming  for  himself  in  that  county.  In 
time  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  land,  but  eventually 
returned  to  Page  county,  Iowa,  but  later  returned  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri.  and  he  has  been  very  successful  since  coming  here,  owning  now  four 
acres  in  Clearmont,  having  moved  to  this  town  on  April  6,  1890.  He  has 
devoted  his  life  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sowers:  Anna 
Belle,  Mrs.  L.  Gray,  Carrie  Adie,  Mrs.  Carrie  (Nelson)  Crigger,  of  Rawlins 
county,  Kansas;  W.  U.  graduated  in  December,  1898,  from  the  Gem  City 
Business  College,  also  from  the  penmanship  department  of  the  same  school ;  he 
is  now  one  of  the  head  clerks  in  the  Home  Insurance  Company  of  Chicago. 
B.  C.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  is  living  at  home.  He  graduated 
in  1894  under  Gough  and  Ritenhour  as  president  and  vice-president  of  the 
school  board. 

W.  H.  Sowers  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  taken  a  very  active 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  party,  and  he  has  held  most  all  of  the  township 
and  town  offices,  was  justice  of  the  peace,  a  member  of  the  town  board  and 
school  director;  but  his  greatest  service  was  as  county  judge,  having  been 
elected  to  this  office  in  November,  1900,  and  served  one  term  in  a  very  accept¬ 
able  and  faithful  manner,  winning  the  hearty  approval  of  all  concerned,  irre¬ 
spective  of  party  alignment.  His  decisions  were  characterized  by  fairness  and 
conservatism  and  by  a  desire  to  faithfully  discharge  his  every  duty. 
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HENRY  M.  CRANE. 

Another  of  the  farmers  of  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county,  who 
has  gained  success  along  their  chosen  lines  is  Henry  M.  Crane,  who  started  in 
life  with  few  opportunities,  but  by  hard  work  and  proper  management  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  valuable  and  highly  productive  landed  estate,  which  he  manages 
with  that  care  and  discretion  that  stamps  him  as  one  of  the  best  farmers  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Crane  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Illinois,  in  1876,  and  is  the  son  of 
S.  B.  and  Caroline  (Mills)  Crane,  both  natives  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
where  they  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  where  they  received  their 
education  and  were  married.  In  1863  they  came  west  and  located  in  Warren 
county,  Illinois,  and  there  Mr.  Crane  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and 
stock  breeding,  making  a  specialty  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  in  the  raising  of  which 
he  was  very  successful.  He  was  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  that 
county  and  there  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Crane  survives  him  and 
is  living  at  Monmouth,  Illinois.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
to  which  Mr.  Crane  also  belonged.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  six 
sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  eight  of  them  are 
living  at  this  writing. 

Henry  M.  Crane  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  was  early  put 
to  work  in  the  fields.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Warren 
county,  and  he  remained  with  the  home  folks  until  he  became  of  legal  age, 
then  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He  had  heard  of  the  opportunities 
existing  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  for  a  young  man  of  limited  means, 
but  who  was  willing  to  work,  and  he  came  here  as  a  result,  and  the  success 
he  has  achieved  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  wise  in  coming  to  this 
conclusion.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  two  miles  north  of 
Clearmont  and  in  the  spring  of  1910  he  purchased  forty  acres  more,  now  hav¬ 
ing  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  community,  on  which  he  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock  raising.  He  has  worked  hard  and  placed  good  improve¬ 
ments  on  his  place  and  has  a  good  home. 

Mr.  Crane  was  married  on  June  25,  1896,  to  Cordelia  J.  Jamison,  and 
this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Crystal  E., 
Henry  Ludlow,  Frank  and  Edwin  Jamison. 

Mrs.  Crane  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  in 
politics  Air.  Crane  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 
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JAMES  A.  HUES. 

From  one  of  the  highly  honored  and  influential  old  families  of  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  Nodaway  county  is  descended  James  A.  Huls,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Atchison  township,  and  he  is  maintaining  in  a  very  praiseworthy 
manner  the  reputation  of  his  forbears  for  honesty  and  industry,  having  begun 
life  with  but  little  assistance  and  now  owns  one  of  the  desirable  and  valuable 
farms  of  his  community.  He  has  spent  his  life  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
having  been  born  in  Atchison  township,  in  1864,  the  son  of  A.  M.  and  Eliza 
J.  (Shankline)  Huls,  the  father  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  mother  of  In¬ 
diana,  each  being  representative  of  splendid  old  families,  the  mother  having 
come  to  Nodaway  county,  with  her  parents,  in  an  early  day.  A.  M.  Huls  was 
a  prominent  man  in  his  community,  was  a  very  successful  farmer  and  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  Democratic  party  and  the  Adventist  church,  being  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  church  of  that  denomination  in  this  section  of  the  county. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  two  by  his  first 
wife  and  eight  by  his  second.  Everybody  honored  and  respected  him  for  his 
many  virtues. 

James  A.  Huls  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  assisted 
to  develop  during  the  summer  season  and  attended  the  neighboring  schools 
in  the  winter-time.  Leaving  his  parental  home  when  only  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  began  working  out.  Although  this  early  experience  was  often  dis¬ 
agreeable  and  hard  for  a  lad  of  tender  years,  it  was  excellent  training  for 
him  and  gave  him  the  necessary  grit  and  nerve  for  life's  subsequent  struggle. 
He  saved  his  meager  earnings  and  was  thereby  enabled  to  get  a  start,  and  with 
the  characteristic  courage  of  his  ancestors  he  has  never  allowed  the  pace  to 
slacken  and  today,  after  years  of  hard  work  and  no  little  worry,  which  comes 
to  the  lot  of  every  ambitious  man,  he  finds  himself  comfortably  situated, 
being  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  the  vicinity 
of  Clearmont  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  handles  some  stock. 
He  has  constantly  improved  his  place  until  it  ranks  well  with  any  in  this  part 
of  the  county,  and  he  has  a  good  home  and  barn. 

Mr.  Huls  was  married  in  1890  to  Mary  E.  Linebaugh,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Linebaugh,  one  of  the  well  known  early  residents  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
full  mention  of  him  being  made  in  the  sketch  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huls :  Lula  Ellen, 
Ada  Grace,  Julia  Ann  (died  in  infancy),  Clara  Etta,  James  E..  Elsie  May 
(died  in  infancy). 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huls  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
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politically  Air.  Huls  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is  too  busy  with  his  farming  opera¬ 
tions  to  take  much  part  in  political  matters ;  however,  his  vote  can  always  be 
depended  upon  in  support  of  worthy  measures  for  his  community. 


J.  E.  BEAM. 

Among  the  young  but  successful  farmers  of  Atchison  township,  Nod¬ 
away  county,  who  have  the  interest  of  their  locality  at  heart  and  who,  like 
their  fathers  before  them,  have  led  consistent  lives,  thereby  gaining  definite 
success  along  their  chosen  lines  and  at  the  same  time  establishing  a  reputation 
for  honesty  and  fair  dealing,  is  J.  E.  Beam,  who,  while  he  had  opportunities 
not  altogether  flattering  in  his  youth  and  not  as  much  help  as  some  in  be¬ 
ginning  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account,  has,  nevertheless,  succeeded  in 
building  up  a  good  property  and  is  fairly  well  situated  from  a  material  stand¬ 
point. 

Mr.  Beam  was  born  at  Clarinda,  Iowa,  in  1878,  the  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Shoemaker)  Beam,  the  father  a  native  of  Dauphin  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  the  mother  of  Greene  county,  Ohio.  Both  came  west  with  their 
parents  when  young  and  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  Iowa,  where  farms 
were  secured  by  each  family.  There  John  Beam  and  Sarah  Shoemaker 
grew  to  maturity  and  received  what  education  they  could  in  the  common 
schools  and  they  were  married  in  Muscatine,  Iowa.  They  sought  a  newer 
country  where  land  was  cheaper  and  opportunities  greater,  and  in  1858  they 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  on  Clear  creek,  buying  a  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres  which  was  successfully  worked  by  them  and  where  they 
reared  their  children,  four  having  been  born  to  them,  three  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  They  found  a  somewhat  wild  and  unimproved  country  and  their 
neighbors  were  few.  John  Beam  erected  a  log  cabin  upon  arriving  here  and 
this  was  their  domicile  for  several  years.  Later,  as  the  farm  was  developed, 
a  more  comfortable  home  was  established. 

J.  E.  Beam  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  in 
which  vicinity  the  family  lived  for  a  number  of  years  before  coming  to  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  and  first  began  farming  near  Clarinda 
on  his  father's  place  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  1903  he  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  in  Atchison  township,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  now  lives.  This  land  was  partly  improved,  but 
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Mr.  Beam  had  done  much  to  beautify  and  enhance  the  value  of  his  place  since 
coming  here.  He  has  a  good  home  and  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising. 

Mr.  Beam  was  married  in  1900  to  Verna  Shum  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  the  following  children:  Thelma,  John  (deceased),  Raymond,  Burl  and 
Burn  ice. 

Politically  Mr.  Beam  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


W.  S.  WALLACE. 

The  old  state  of  Tennessee  has  furnished  as  many  if  not  more  settlers 
to  the  state  of  Missouri  than  any  other  state;  they  began  coming  here  early  in 
the  past  century  and  they  have  done  a  great  work  in  clearing  and  developing 
the  land.  They  are  invariably  hard  workers  and,  while  not  as  a  rule  a  wealthy 
class,  they  become  very  comfortably  situated,  building  good  homes  and  owning 
desirable  property,  especially  in  the  rural  districts,  and  they  are  among  our 
best  citizens,  their  homes  being  found  all  the  way  from  the  southern  border 
to  the  Iowa  line. 

Of  this  number,  W.  S.  Wallace,  farmer,  of  near  Clearmont,  Nodaway 
county,  should  be  mentioned.  His  birth  occurred  in  Anderson  county,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  in  1855.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  B.  and  Louise  (Weaver)  Wallace,  both 
born  in  Tennessee  where  they  were  reared  and  attended  the  rude  schools  of  the 
early  days,  and  from  which  state  they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in 
i860  when  their  son,  W.  S.,  was  five  years  old.  They  located  in  Atchison 
township,  one  mile  southwest  of  Clearmont,  buying  three  hundred  acres  of 
George  Nash.  The  elder  Wallace  was  a  thrifty  farmer,  engaging  in  general 
farming  on  a  large  scale  all  his  mature  life,  becoming  one  of  the  leading  agri¬ 
culturists  of  his  community.  He  was  a  good  business  man  and  added  to  his 
original  purchase  until  he  owned  seven  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  much 
of  which  he  improved,  and  he  put  up  excellent  buildings  on  the  same. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Wallace  consisted  of  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mr.  Wallace  was  a  well  known  man  in  the 
county,  although  he  took  no  special  interest  in  public  affairs,  preferring  to  de¬ 
vote  his  attention  to  his  large  farming  interests.  He  wTas  a  Democrat  and  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  was  known  as  a  kind  and  honest  man 
whom  everybody  respected. 
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W.  S.  Wallace  was  educated  in  the  early  schools  of  Atchison  township, 
which  he  attended  during  the  winter  months,  working  on  the  home  farm  dur¬ 
ing  the  crop  seasons.  Having  early  in  life  taken  up  farming  and  learning  the 
many  phases  of  the  same,  he  has  preferred  to  follow  this  vocation  ever  since 
and  he  has  been  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  owning 
at  present  a  very  desirable  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  which  was  formerly  owned  by  his  father.  It  is  well  improved 
and  has  been  carefully  cultivated,  retaining  its  original  fertility.  He  has  a 
nice  home  and  good  outbuildings. 

Mr.  Wallace  has  been  a  breeder  of  fine  Hereford  cattle,  which  always 
found  a  ready  market,  but  he  sold  out  his  herd  in  the  fall  of  1909,  now 
handling  general  farm  stock. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  married  on  January  14,  1877,  to  Laura  Heflin,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  E.  B.  Heflin,  a  pioneer  citizen  of  Nodaway  county,  in  which  Mrs.  Wal¬ 
lace  was  reared  and  educated.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  this 
•  union:  Nora  married  a  Mr.  Shanklin  and  is  living  at  Anaconda,  Montana; 
Edna,  who  married  R.  E.  Green,  is  living  in  Palisades,  Colorado  ;  Maggie  mar¬ 
ried  H.  E.  Dill,  of  Clearmont;  Ollie  married  D.  Kent,  of  Washington  State; 
Edith  is  a  student  in  the  Maryville  high  school ;  Charles  and  Blanche  are  in 
school  at  Clearmont. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  to  which  all 
their  children  also  belong.  Mr.  Wallace  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  which  his  father  was  also  a  member.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  the  past  twenty  years  he  has  been  school  director  continu¬ 
ously,  taking  quite  an  interest  in  educational  matters  of  his  community. 


THOMAS  J.  WALLACE. 

One  of  the  most  evident  things  to  the  thoughtful  farmer  is  the  fact  that 
life  at  no  stage  is  a  bed  of  roses.  There  are  thorns,  and  many  of  them,  along 
the  path  of  farming  life,  and  the  lucky  ones  are  they  who  are  pierced  by  the 
fewest  and  avoid  the  most.  One  of  the  tillers  of  the  soil  in  Atchison  town¬ 
ship.  Nodaway  county,  who  has  succeeded  in  spite  of  the  thorns  and  obstacles 
he  has  encountered  all  along  life’s  uneven  road  is  Thomas  J.  Wallace,  who 
was  born  one  mile  southwest  of  Clearmont,  in  December,  1862.  He  is  the 
son  of  J.  B.  Wallace,  mentioned  at  length  in  the  sketch  of  W.  S.  Wallace  in 
this  volume.  The  Wallace  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  agricultural  and 
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stock-raising  affairs  of  Nodaway  county  and  Thomas  J.  is  sustaining  the  repu¬ 


tation  of  the  family 


Mr.  Wallace  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  where  he  was  put  to 
work  in  the  fields  when  young  in  years.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  William  Jewel  College  at  Liberty,  Missouri.  He  turned 
his  attention  to  farming  as  a  life  work  and  has  always  lived  on  the  home  farm, 
now  residing  on  the  exact  place  where  his  father  first  located.  He  is  the  owner 
of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  is  well  improved 
and  has  been  carefully  cultivated  so  that  it  has  its  original  fertility,  and  abund¬ 
ant  crops  reward  the  labor  that  is  now  expended  upon  it  from  year  to  year. 
He  has  a  cozy  home  in  the  midst  of  attractive  surroundings  and  good  out¬ 
buildings. 

While  farming  has  been  the  chief  occupation  of  Mr.  Wallace,  he  has  be¬ 
come  widely  known  as  a  breeder  of  fine  Hereford  cattle,  for  which  he  finds  a 
very  ready  market  owing  to  their  excellent  quality. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  married  in  September,  1887,  t°  Julia  M.  Cason,  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  Missouri,  where  her  people  are  well  established.  This  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Neva  was  educated  at  the 
Maryville  high  school;  Mary  attended  the  normal  at  Maryville;  Hazel  and 
Johnnie  are  attending  the  home  schools. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wallace  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  fraternally 
Mr.  Wallace  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge,  and  was  formerly  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  chapter  and  the  commandery.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  never 
aspired  to  public  office,  having  always  given  his  entire  attention  to  farming, 
although  he  never  neglects  his  duty  in  supporting  any  measure  that  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  general  good  of  his  community. 


JEREMIAH  C.  SMITH. 


One  of  the  sterling  pioneer  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  and  a  man  who 
sought  rather  than  shunned  hardships  and  dangers — fearless  alike  of  both — 
was  Jeremiah  C.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Kentucky,  in  1814 
and  who  has  now  joined  the  “innumerable  caravan.”  He  remained  in  his 
native  community  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old,  then  came  to  Boone 
county,  Missouri,  and  settled  in  Nashville  where  he  turned  his  attention  to 
merchandising,  remaining  there  until  1848  and  enjoying  a  good  trade.  In 


8io 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


1849  he  took  to  steamboating  on  the  Missouri  and  Mississippi  rivers  and  in 
those  picturesque  days  became  well  known  among  rivermen.  In  1851  he  be¬ 
gan  merchandising  in  Claysville,  Missouri.  He  came  to  Nodaway  county  in 
1856  and  soon  located  on  a  farm  in  the  edge  of  Clearmont  where  he  farmed 
until  his  death,  February  15,  1901,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six  years.  He  became  well  known  in  this  community  and  was  respected 
and  honored  by  all  for  his  many  virtues,  being  a  man  whom  his  neighbors 
trusted  explicitly  and  delighted  to  associate  with.  He  was  very  successful  as 
a  farmer  and  trader,  being  a  good  manager  and  making  few  mistakes  in  his 
business  life.  He  finally  became  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  and  seventy 
acres,  on  which  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  When  he 
first  came  here  St.  Joseph  was  the  principal  trading  point  and  there  Mr.  Smith 
frequently  drove  his  stock  to  market,  the  trip  requiring  seven  days.  It  was 
interesting  to  hear  him  relate  incidents  of  the  early  days  here  and  in  Boone 
county. 

In  1841  Mr.  Smith  bought  a  slave  woman,  “Eliza,”  paying  nine  hundred 
dollars  for  her,  in  Boone  county,  Missouri,  of  a  Mr.  Duncan,  who  hailed  from 
the  state  of  Kentucky.  She  accompanied  the  Smith  family  to  Atchison  town¬ 
ship,  Nodaway  county,  in  1855,  and  the  family  located  just  west  of  where 
Clearmont  now  stands,  later  moving  to  a  place  on  the  south  edge  of  the  town. 
“Eliza,”  who  is  the  only  slave  ever  in  Atchison  township,  still  resides  in 
Clearmont. 

Mr.  Smith  joined  the  Masonic  order  at  Quitman  in  1865;  later  he  trans¬ 
ferred  his  membership  to  LeMar  Station  and  later  was  charter  member  of 
Lodge  No.  507  at  Clearmont.  He  was  always  interested  in  church  affairs. 
He  owned  the  farm  on  which  the  town  is  located  and  he  laid  out  the  place. 
He  was  liberal  to  all  charitable  enterprises,  giving  freely  of  his  means  to  all 
worthy  causes.  He  donated  a  lot  for  the  school  building,  and  in  many  ways 
was  helpful  to  the  community  in  general,— in  fact,  the  most  influential  man 
in  the  vicinity  of  Clearmont  for  years.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat  and 
never  lost  an  opportunity  to  further  the  interests  of  his  party.  He  was  at 
one  time  township  collector. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Nancy  F.  Jones,  of  Boone  county,  Missouri,  on  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1856.  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  Jeremiah 
M.,  born  November  21,  1856;  William  F.,  born  May  22,  1858,  and  Jerome  T., 
born  June  7  i860.  A  sketch  of  the  latter  appears  on  another  page  of  this 
work.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  rest  March  23,  1880, 
at  the  age  of  forty -five  years,  having  been  born  April  8,  1835. 
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•  GEORGE  P.  CARPENTER. 

Among  the  residents  of  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county,  of  a  past 
generation  who  built  up  a  highly  creditable  reputation  and  distinguished  them¬ 
selves  by  right  and  honorable  living  and  then  passed  on  to  their  rest  was 
George  P.  Carpenter.  His  prominence  in  the  affairs  of  the  community  was 
conceded  by  all  who  knew*  him  and  his  deeds  spoke  for  themselves,  he  having 
long  been  one  of  the  strongest  factors  in  a  community  where  there  were  many 
men  of  sound  sense  and  ripe  judgment  and  left  behind  him  a  record  of  which 
his  descendants  might  well  be  proud. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  born  in  Hendricks  county,  Indiana,  December  14, 
1847.  the  son  of  George  and  Nancy  (Gwillings)  Carpenter,  the  father  born  in 
1813  in  Kentucky  and  the  mother  in  Indiana.  George  Carpenter  was  a  large 
farmer  and  very  extensive  land  owner.  He  first  came  to  Missouri  in  1856, 
prospecting  for  a  suitable  location,  finally  entered  the  land  that  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  Carpenter  family,  being  owned  by  Mrs.  George  P.  Carpenter. 
George  Carpenter  was  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  Nodaway  county.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  lived  to  matur¬ 
ity.  The  father  was  a  Republican  and  took  an  "active  interest  in  the  local 
affairs  of  his  party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 

George  P.  Carpenter  came  to  Missouri  with  his  father  and  about  1856 
located  in  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county.  George  P.  was  a  small  boy 
when  the  family  moved  here  and  he  grew  to  maturity  on  the  farm  in  this  town¬ 
ship  and  attended,  for  brief  periods,  such  schools  as  those  early  days  afforded; 
however,  he  received  a  fairly  good  education.  He  very  early  took  up  farming 
and  made  it  his  life  work.  He  became  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and  two 
acres,  on  which  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  Being  a  very 
industrious  man  and  a  good  manager,  he  accumulated  a  very  satisfactory  com¬ 
petence  and  established  a  very  desirable  and  comfortable  home,  becoming 
known  throughout  the  county  as  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  stock 
men.  His  death  occurred  in  1887,  everyone  who  knew  him  realizing  that  the 
community  had  lost  one  of  its  most  valuable  citizens. 

In  1867  George  P.  Carpenter  married  Jennette  Ringold,  who  was  born 
in  Scott  county,  Indiana,  in  1843.  She  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (McCullough)  Ringold,  who  moved  to  Clark  county,  Illinois,  about  1853, 
and  from  there  to  Missouri  about  i860,  locating  on  the  One  Hundred  and  Two 
river,  between  Clearmont  and  Hopkins,  in  Nodaway  county,  and  there  the 
parents  of  Mrs.  Carpenter  developed  a  good  farm,  becoming  well  known  and 
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highly  respected  throughout  the  community,  and  there  they  spent  their  last 
days,  being  very  comfortably  situated. 

Mrs.  George  P.  Carpenter,  who  is  living  on  the  old  home  place,  is  now 

$ 

advanced  in  years ;  she  is  admired  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends  for  her  Christian 
characteristics,  and  is  cheerful  in  her  serene  and  declining  years.  She  is  the 
mother  of  the  following  children :  Willard  G.,  a  merchant  of  Clearmont, 
whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  The  daughters  are  Ollie, 
Alma,  Mary,  Addie  and  Vira.  The  members  of  this  family  belong  to  the 
Baptist  church  and  are  faithful  in  their  attendance  and  duties  in  the  same. 

George  P.  Carpenter  proved  his  patriotism  during  the  war  between  the 
states  by  enlisting  in  Company  C,  Fourth  Missouri  State  Cavalry,  in  which  he 
served  very  creditably  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  months.  Pie  received  an 
honorable  discharge  on  account  of  disability.  While  in  the  service  he  con¬ 
tracted  both  measles  and  smallpox.  He  will  long  be  remembered  in  this  vicin¬ 
ity  for  his  exemplary  life  and  his  commendable  service  to  his  fellow-men. 


•JEROME  T  SMITH. 

Strong  determination,  persistence  in  the  pursuit  of  an  honorable  pur¬ 
pose.  unflagging  energy  and  keen  discrimination  are  the  salient  features  in  the 
career  of  Jerome  T.  Smith,  just  as  they  were  of  his  honored  father,  Jeremiah 
C.  Smith,  whose  life  record  is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work;  and  his  life  stands 
in  unmistakable  evidence  that  success  is  not  a  matter  of  genius,  as  held  by  some, 
but  is  the  outcome  of  earnest  and  well  directed  effort. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  June  7,  i860,  on  the  parental  homestead  just  south 
of  Clearmont.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Nodaway  county 
and  when  a  boy  learned  the  art  of  agriculture  on  the  home  place.  Desiring  a 
higher  education,  he  entered  Amity  College,  where  he  remained  three  terms. 
He  started  out  in  life  as  a  merchant,  having  entered  the  furniture  business  in 
1881,  forming  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Scott,  the  firm  name  being  Scott  & 
Smith.  He  remained  in  that  for  two  years  and  in  1883  branched  out  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  merchant  at  Clearmont  with  his  brother,  W.  F.  Smith,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Smith  Brothers.  Mr.  Smith  was  very  successful  as  a  merchant,  but 
he  finally  turned  his  attention  to  the  freer  life  of  the  farmer  and  in  1886  be¬ 
gan  farming  north  of  Clearmont  and  remained  there  until  1903.  carrying  on 
general  farming  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  also  keeping  an  excellent 
grade  of  stock.  In  1903  he  came  to  his  father’s  homestead,  though  he  retained 
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his  other  farm  until  May,  1907.  He  resides  in  the  south  edge  of  Clearmont, 
having  an  attractive  and  substantial  home  and  good  outbuildings  surrounding 
it.  He  operates  one  hundred  and  forty-three  acres  in  a  manner  that  stamps 
him  as  a  modern  twentieth-century  agriculturist  of  the  best  type. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  on  January  27,  1884,  to  Kitty  G.  Garrett,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  A.  R.  Garrett,  one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  in  this  part  of  Nod¬ 
away'  county.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children : 
Minnie  V.  is  living  at  home;  Jennie  E.  lives  at  Union  Star,  Missouri;  Charles 
J.,  Harry  M.,  Edward  R.,  all  live  at  home;  Guy  and  Edgar  died  in  infancy. 

Airs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Politically 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  On 
September  6,  1882,  he  joined  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being 
the  oldest  member  of  this  organization  in  Clearmont. 


WILLARD  G.  CARPENTER. 

In  this  country  of  ours  it  is  necessary  that  some  people  should  follow  the 
occupation  of  farming,  some  store-keeping,  some  milling,  some  medicine 
and  various  things.  All  are  necessary  to  each  other  and  form  parts  and 
parcels  of  the  great  body  of  society.  There  was  a  time  when  each  family  was 
almost  wholly  self-sustaining,  when  the  mother  made  the  garments,  and 
the  father  produced  the  food,  but  this  old  order  of  affairs  has  been  done 
away  with  by  advanced  methods  more  in  accord  with  our  progress  and 
institutions.  The  farmer  can  not  get  along  without  the  store-keeper  at 
his  nearest  trading  center,  under  the  new  order  of  things.  The  store¬ 
keeper,  likewise,  can  not  get  along  without  the  farmer  to  buy  his  goods.  The 
dependence  is  mutual  and  each  is  required  to  fill  his  position. 

The  Carpenter  family,  one  o,f  the  best  known  in  Atchison  township, 
has  long  been  actively  engaged  in  both  farming  and  merchandising,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  Willard  G.  Carpenter,  operating  a  hardware 
store  at  Clearmont,  in  which  vicinity  he  has  spent  his  life,  having  been  born 
southeast  of  Clearmont  in  1868.  He  is  the  son  of  George  P.  and  Jennette 
(Ringold)  Carpenter,  a  full  sketch  of  whom  is  to  be  found  on  another  page 
of  this  work. 

Willard  G.  Carpenter  spent  his  youth  on  the  home  farm  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools  of  Clearmont.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm. 
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carrying  on  general  farming  until  1904,  when  he  turned  his  attention  from 
the  soil  to  merchandising,  launching  out  individually  in  the  hardware  busi¬ 
ness  in  Clearmont,  and  for  two  years  very  successfully  managed  his  store, 
building  up  a  good  trade  with  the  town  and  community.  In  1906  Mr. 
Reynolds  purchased  a  half  interest  and  they  have  since  been  in  partnership, 
now  owning  one  of  the  neatest  and  busiest  stores  in  this  locality,  where  a 
carefully  selected  line  of  general  hardware  is  to  be  found  at  all  seasons. 

Mr.  Carpenter  married  in  January,  1903,  May  Reynolds,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Alexander  Reynolds 
and  wife.  One  interesting  daughter,  answering  the  good  old  name,  Virginia, 
has  blessed  this  union. 

Politically  Mr.  Carpenter  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  taken  more  or 
less  interest  in  the  local  affairs  of  his  party  for  some  time.  He  was  appointed 
postmaster  at  Clearmont  in  1902  and  very  creditably  and  acceptably  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  of  this  office  until  1908. 


JACOB  LINEBAUGH. 

It  will  be  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  person  who  lives  the 
quietest  and  most  uneventful  life,  one  that  is  free,  on  the  one  hand,  from  too 
great  a  degree  of  toil,  and  free,  on  the  other,  from  nervous  excitement, 
such  as  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  dwellers  in  the  metropolitan  centers,  will  live 
the  longest  span  on  this  earth.  It  seems  that  all  persons  are  given,  at  the 
outset  of  their  lives,  only  about  so  much  vitality,  and  if  they  squander  it  be¬ 
fore  they  reach  maturity,  or  if  they  use  it  up  too  fast  at  any  stage  of  their 
careers,  it  means  a  premature  death.  Like  a  candle,  they  burn  out  too  fast 
and  are  left  nothing  but  a  wick,  black  and  unsightly.  But  the  quiet  and 
steady  life  is  what  counts.  Such  a  person  has  great  reserves  of  vital  force 
which  he  can  call  into  action  at  any  emergency  and  is  thus  enabled  to  make 
a  better  showing  in  a  crisis  than  the  person  who  is  ready  to  fall  to  pieces  at 
the  least  excitement.  These  reflections  are  suggested  by  a  study  of  the  career 
of  Jacob  Linebaugh,  one  of  the  venerable  citizens  of  Atchison  township, 
Nodaway  county,  who  had  the  wisdom  to  save  his  best  powers  for  suitable 
occasions,  being  noted  for  having  kept  the  “even  tenor  of  his  way”  and 
lived  an  exemplary  life  that  would  be  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  youth 
who  is  ambitious  to  succeed  and  to  reach  a  calm  and  honorable  old  age. 

Mr.  Linebaugh  was  born  in  Greene  county,  Tennessee,  in  January,  1828. 
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When  a  child  he  emigrated  with  his  father  and  the  balance  of  the  family  to 
Fulton  county,  Indiana,  and  there  he  remained  until  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Page  county,  Iowa,  where  the  elder  Line- 
baugh  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Jacob  Linebaugh  received  but  a  meager  education  in  the  pioneer  schools, 
and  he  has  made  his  way  from  boyhood  with  but  little  aid  from  anyone  and  the 
large  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  proves  him  to  be  a  man  of  unusual 
business  qualities  and  sterling  characteristics.  He  entered  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Page  county,  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Clarinda, 
Iowa,  where  he  lived  several  years,  improved  the  place  and  erected  buildings 
on  it.  Selling  out,  he  then  moved  eight  miles  southeast  of  Clarinda ;  he  later 
sold  out  and  bought  elsewhere  in  Page  county,  benefiting  himself  by  each  move 
and  prospering  as  the  years  went  by,  finally  becoming  the  owner  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  land. 

Deciding  to  come  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  Mr.  Linebaugh  traded 
cattle  for  land  in  Atchison  township  and  since  coming  here  he  has  been  very 
successful  and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  the  county,  he  and  his  family 
now  owning  eighteen  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  It  was  about  1872  when 
he  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  he  has  lived  here  continuously  ever  since, 
having  given  his  entire  attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising;  he  has  long  been 
known  as  one  of  the  most  extensive  stock  feeders  in  the  county,  and  much  of 
his  ample  competence  has  been  derived  from  this  source.  He  has  kept  his 
land  in  excellent  condition.  He  has  a  substantial  and  imposing  home  that  is 
an  ornament  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Linebaugh  was  married  in  1853  to  Mary  Ann  Gray,  who  then  lived 
north  of  Maryville ;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Martin  Gray,  who  was  born  in 
North  Carolina,  from  which  state  he  went  to  Tennessee  and  there  married 
Nancy  Langley.  They  made  their  home  there  for  many  years  and  finally, 
with  their  five  children,  moved  in  an  early  day  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
locating  eight  miles  north  of  Maryville,  when  the  country  was  wild  and  neigh¬ 
bors  were  few  and  far  between.  There  Mr.  Gray  established  his  home  and 
became  the  possessor  of  a  good  farm. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  Gray  twelve  children  were  born,  five  of  whom 
are  living  at  this  writing.  Four  of  their  sons  served  in  the  Union  army  dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  war,  two  of  them  dying  while  in  the  service. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jacob  Linebaugh: 
Sarah  Jane  married  Joseph  Burch  :  Francis  Marion  is  deceased  ;  William  Jeffer¬ 
son  is  farming  in  Atchison  township,  and  his  sketch  appears  on  another  page 
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of  this  work;  Julia;  Ella  is  deceased;  Etta  married  J.  A.  Huls,  of  Atchison 
township ;  Martin  Erastus  is  deceased. 

Jacob  Linebaugh  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  the  father  having  always  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  same  and  a 
liberal  supporter  of  it.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  for  his  honesty  and  many  worthy  traits  of  character. 


WASHINGTON  HOSHOR. 

The  name  which  heads  this  sketch  needs  no  introduction  to  the  people 
of  Nodaway  county.  He  was  for  many  years  prominently  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county  and  always  manifested  an  active  inter¬ 
est  in  the  public  welfare.  His  life  was  a  most  active  and  useful  one  in  every 
respect  and  resulted  in  the  accumulation  of  an  ample  competence  for  his 
closing  years,  as  well  as  in  much  good  to  his  fellow-men  and  the  community 
at  large,  where  he  enjoyed  a  large  acquaintance  and  many  friends. 

Washington  Hoshor  was  born  on  December  22,  1819,  in  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio,  and  he  was  the  son  of  George  and  Barbara  (Mathias)  Hoshor.  the  for¬ 
mer  a  native  of  Shenandoah  county,  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Germany. 
George  Hoshor  died  in  1835,  and  thereafter  Washington  remained  with  his 
mother  until  1859.  In  his  youth  he  had  received  a  fair  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  his  native  county  and  had  vigorously  applied  his  energies  as 
an  assistant  to  his  father  on  the  home  farm.  In  1856,  in  company  with  a 
brother,  he  had  visited  Missouri  and  each  had  entered  fourteen  hundred  acres 
of  land  in  Nodaway  county,  obtaining  the  land  through  Mexican  land  war¬ 
rants.  In  1859  he  went  to  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained 
during  the  following  fifteen  years.  In  1876  he  located  on  his  Nodaway 
county  land,  two  miles  south  of  Maryville,  where,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  still  owned  a  thousand  acres.  He  had  chosen  a  beautiful  and  sightly  lo¬ 
cation  for  a  home  and  of  this  place  he  developed  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Nodaway  county.  His  life  was  a  busy  one,  idleness  being  absolutely  for¬ 
eign  to  his  nature,  and  he  was  counted  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
the  county  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  May  14,  1908.  He 
had  occupied  a  large  place  in  the  development  of  the  county  and  in  his  death 
the  community  suffered  a  distinct  and  irreparable  loss.  On  July  15,  1866, 
Washington  Hoshor  married  Annie  Lincoln,  a  daughter  of  John  Lincoln,  of 
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Virginia,  the  family  being  closely  related  to  that  of  the  martyr  President. 
Of  the  children  born  to  Washington  and  Annie  Ploshor  the  following  brief 
mention  is  made :  John  L.,  who  now  operates  the  old  homestead  and  cares 
for  his  mother,  is  also  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  rich  bottom  land.  He  spent  five  years  in  Montana  and  six  years  in  Colo¬ 
rado,  but  is  now  permanently  located  on  the  home  farm.  George  W.,  a 
farmer,  who  has  spent  his  life  on  the  home  farm.  Otis  lives  in  Texas.  Eva 
is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Stock  and  resides  near  Topeka,  Kansas.  Ina  is  the 
wife  of  Guy  Gray,  a  noted  horse  trainer  and  driver  of  race  horses. 

Washington  Hoshor  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  marked  busi¬ 
ness  ability.  Though  distinctively  a  farmer,  he  took  an  interest  in  the  com¬ 
munity  generally  and  was  the  owner  of  a  good  business  block  in  Maryville. 
His  influence  could  always  be  counted  upon  in  support  of  every  movement 
which  had  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  community 
along  any  line  and  he  was  rightfully  numbered  among  its  representative  citi¬ 
zens.  A  man  of  strong  convictions  and  high  ideals,  his  life  was  an  honor  to 
the  community  and  example  to  his  children.  Probably  no  man  in  his  section 
of  Nodaway  was  better  known  and  among  all  he  enjoyed  the  highest  respect 
and  confidence. 


JOHN  A.  BURCH. 

It  is  found,  in  studying  the  life  record  of  John  A.  Burch,  that  many 
of  the  elements  that  make  for  success  in  all  lives  have  dominated  him,  and 
that  his  career  has  been  of  more  than  ordinary  service  to  his  fellow  men. 
He  was  born  in  Page  county,  Iowa,  in  1863,  the  son  of  Abner  and  Stacy 
(Carmichael)  Burch,  both  natives  of  Indiana,  who  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  in  1861,  and  in  1862  moved  to  Page  county,  Iowa;  in 
1865  they  returned  to  Nodaway  county  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  but  spent  his  last  days  with  his  sons, 
retired.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  always  active  in  the  party. 
For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  being  very  active 
in  the  same,  helping  to  organize  the  early  church  here,  and  he  frequently 
referred  to  the  first  religious  services  which  were  held  in  the  county,  in  a 
grove,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanson,  who  came  here  driving  an  ox  team ;  he 
held  many  meetings  roundabout,  and  many  were  converted  under  his  preach- 
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ing.  His  work  led  partly  to  the  establishment  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
Clearmont.  He  was  often  assisted  financially  and  otherwise  by  Abner  Burch, 
both  being  very  active  and  influential  men  in  this  community. 

John  A.  Burch  was  reared  in  District  No.  4,  of  which  school  board  his 
father  was  the  president.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abner  Burch  thirteen  children 
were  born,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living. 

John  A.  Burch  was  educated  in  the  early  schools  of  the  county  and 
grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  began 
life  for  himself,  first  east  of  Maryville  on  the  Grimes  farm;  the  following 
winter  he  worked  for  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  and  the  next 
summer  farmed  with  his  father.  The  following  year  he  rented  one-fourth 
section  north  of  Clearmont;  later  purchased  that  place,  in  1891,  and  still 
owns  the  same.  He  has  been  a  good  manager  and  has  bought  additional 
land  from  time  to  time,  now  owning  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  as 
choice  land  as  the  county  affords.  It  is  well  improved  and  has  been  skill¬ 
fully  tilled.  He  has  a  very  attractively  located  residence  and  substantial 
outbuildings.  His  fine  modern  residence  is  located  in  the  northeast  corner 
of  Clearmont,  and  is  often  the  gathering  place  for  the  many  friends  of  the 
family  who  find  here  free  hospitality.  This  splendid  home  was  completed 
in  March,  1909. 

Mr.  Burch  carries  on  general  farming  and  feeds  a  great  deal  of  stock, 
keeping  an  excellent  grade  of  cattle,  and  all  kinds  of  stock,  in  fact,  giving 
all  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising  and  trading,  and  his  efforts 
have  met  with  well-deserved  success  in  all  lines. 

Mr.  Burch  was  married  on  December  10,  1885,  to  Emma  F.  Moore, 
of  Nodaway  county,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  She  is  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  one  of  the  best  known  and  influential  families  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  Her  father,  B.  L.  Moore,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  the  son  of  James 
and  Franky  (Ray)  Moore.  B.  L.  Moore  married  Mildred  Carpenter,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  Carpenter.  This  family  came  to  this  part  of  Nodaway  county 
in  1856  and  began  life  in  a  “half-faced”  cabin,  but  they  eventually  became 
well  situated  and  influential  here. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burch :  Charles 
B.,  deceased;  George  A.,  Alva  J.,  Mark  E.,  deceased;  Clara  M.,  Ross  M., 
Nelson  M. ;  Foraine  and  Norine  are  twins;  Emma  M.  is  deceased. 

Mrs.  Burch  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Politically  Mr.  Burch 
is  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  Dodge  No.  507,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  at  Clearmont. 
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WILLIAM  JEFFERSON  LINEBAUGH. 

Among  the  successful  farmers  of  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county, 
who  has  led  a  quiet  life  and  whose  integrity  has  always  been  unassailable  is 
William  Jefferson  Linebaugh,  being  one  of  the  worthy  representatives  of  his 
community,  with  no  ambition  for  anything  but  the  sphere  of  a  private  citizen, 
and  his  many  friends  bear  willing  testimony  of  his  amiable  qualities  and  ster¬ 
ling  characteristics.  He  was  born  in  Page  county,  Iowa,  in  October,  1862,  the 
son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Ann  (Gray)  Linebaugh,  a  full  sketch  of  whom  appears 
on  another  page  of  this  work. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  review  received  his  education  in 
the  puttie  schools  of  his  community,  working  on  his  father's  farm  during  the 
crop  season.  He  grew  to  maturity  in  Nodaway  county,  having  been  but  four 
years  old  whon  his  parents  came  here  in  1866.  He  has  always  followed  farm¬ 
ing  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his  chosen  line  of  endeavor,  carrying  on 
general  farming  on  his  place,  which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  has  improved  in  a  very  substantial  way  since  purchasing  it.  and  he 
now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  community,  his  place  being  well  adapted 
for  the  work  he  desires  to  carry  on.  He  has  a  very  neat  home  and  good 
outbuildings,  orchard,  garden  and  whatsover  goes  to  make  a  modern  farm  life 
desirable  and  pleasant. 

Mr.  Linebaugh  was  married  on  November  2,  1885,  to  Nancy  E.  Hardin 
and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  William  Warden. 

Mrs.  Linebaugh  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  fraternally  Mr. 
Linebaugh  is  prominent  as  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Ma¬ 
sons,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks,  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


JOHN  W.  GRAY. 

Another  one  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Atchison 
township  who  ranks  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Nodaway  county 
is  John  W.  Gray,  who  was  born  in  Noble  county,  Ohio,  August  27,  1852.  and 
in  1857,  when  five  years  of  age,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  settling  two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Clearmont.  He  is  the  son 
of  James  and  Rachel  (Haines)  Gray.  The  father  brought  some  good  teams 
from  Ohio,  having  made  the  trip  in  wagons,  and  upon  arriving  here  entered 
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one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  later  disposing  of  part  of  it  until  he  had 
but  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  on  which  he  remained  until  his  death,  at 
an  advanced  age.  in  October,  1908,  having  put  all  the  improvements  on  this 
place  and  having  made  rails  himself  with  which  the  place  was  fenced.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living.  James 
Gray  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  January  11,  1818,  having  come  to  Ohio 
with  his  parents  when  small.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Missouri  militia,  being 
in  the  field  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  war.  Two  of  the  cousins  of 
John  W.  Gray  also  served  in  the  army,  one  now  being  deceased.  McClain 
Gray,  uncle  of  John  W.,  served  through  the  entire  struggle;  he  was  a  pioneer 
of  this  section  of  Nodaway  county.  James  Gray  was  an  active  Republican. 
He  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  men  of  his  vicinity,  a  man 
whom  everybody  liked,  and  he  was  familiarly  known  as  “Uncle  Jim”  or 
“Good  Fellow  Jim.”  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
while  his  wife  was  a  Presbyterian.  Pie  died  October  21,  1907. 

John  W.  Gray  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Nodaway  county, 
to  attend  which  he  walked  about  three  miles.  During  the  Civil  war,  about 
1862  or  1863,  the  family  and  many  others  in  this  neighborhood  fled  to  Iowa, 
upon  learning  of  a  rumor  that  a  band  of  rebels  were  approaching  and  killing 
all  in  their  path.  They  lived  in  a  school  house  for  a  time,  later  rented  land  in 
Iowa,  and  their  children  attended  school  there,  but  in  a  short  time  the  family 
returned  to  their  home  here  and  lived  in  Nodaway  county  until  1886  when 
John  W.  Gray  moved  to  South  Dakota  where  they  remained  twelve  years  or 
more.  He  owned  a  half  section  of  land  in  South  Dakota,  also  leased  a  sec¬ 
tion  and  raised  cattle  and  horses.  When  they  closed  out  there  they  owned 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  head  of  cattle  and  thirty-two  horses.  They  sold 
out  everything,  household  goods,  implements,  etc.,  and  drove  away  from  their 
home  after  a  noonday  meal  as  if  they  were  going  visiting,  but  never  returned. 
They  came  back- to  Nodaway  county  and  farmed  the  old  place  for  one  year, 
then  bought  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  acres,  known  as  the  John  Johnson  place, 
six  miles  east  of  Clearmont  and  this  has  since  been  the  home  of  John  W.  Gray. 
He  has  prospered  and  has  since  purchased  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  the 
Walter  Pollock  place,  and  the  Charles  Miller  place,  consisting  of  eighty  acres, 
which  joins  Mr.  Gray's  original  purchase  on  the  west.  He  now  has  one  of 
the  best  farms  in  the  township  and  successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  handling  a  fine  grade  of  Poland-China  hogs  and  other  good  stock, 
favoring  Shorthorn  cattle. 

Mr.  Gray  was  married  in  1876  to  Rachel  France,  a  native  of  Guthrie 
countv,  Iowa,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  son.  Charles  Weslev. 
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Mrs.  Gray  passed  away  in  May,  1879,  and  in  the  fa^  °f  t883  Mr.  Gray  was 
married  to  Julia  A.  Bennett,  of  near  Hopkins,  this  county,  where  her  father 
farmed  for  many  years,  having  moved  there  from  Iowa.  To  this  union  four 
children  were  born,  David  Clark,  James  Walter,  John  Edward  and  Harry 
Merlin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gray  are  supporters  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
politically  Mr.  Gray  is  a  Republican,  having  long  taken  more  or  less  interest 
in  party  affairs,  especially  while  living  in  South  Dakota.  Although  he  has 
never  aspired  to  public  office,  he  has  served  on  the  school  board,  both  in  South 
Dakota  and  in  this  community. 


G.  M.  INGRAM. 

In  going  over  the  list  of  the  influential  and  eligible  citizens  of  Nodaway 
county  of  a  past  generation,  whose  names  should  be  mentioned  in  a  local  his¬ 
tory,  that  of  G.  M.  Ingram  is  soon  met  with,  and  we  herewith  append  his 
biography.  He  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1826,  the  son  of  Silas  and  Sarah 
(Spears)  Ingram,  the  latter  born  in  North  Carolina.  Silas  Ingram,  when 
thirteen  years  old,  moved  to  Indiana  with  his  parents  and  resided  there  until 
he  was  eighteen,  then  came  to  Buchanan  county.  Missouri,  where  he  remained 
until  1851,  but  finally  died  in  Indiana. 

G.  M.  Ingram  was  one  of  the  adventurous  gold  hunters  that  made  the 
toilsome  trip  across  the  plains  to  California  where  he  remained  six  years,  re¬ 
turning  in  1857  and  locating  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  The  following 
year,  1858,  he  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  Indiana  in 
1839,  and  v  ho,  in  1841.  came  with  her  parents  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
locating  in  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county,  there  being  only  one  house 
between  the  place  on  which  they  settled  and  Maryville,  and  the}-  had  only  three 
neighbors.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Ingram.  Ephraim  and  Margaret  (Allen) 
Johnson,  entered  land  and  became  the  owners  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  in  prairie,  which  they  “broke,”  fenced  and  erected  buildings  on.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months  Mr.  Johnson  worked  in  the  packing  houses  at  St. 
Joseph  at  fifty  cents  per  day.  He  made  his  home  in  this  county  until  his  death. 
His  wife  knew  many  of  the  old-time  ways  of  making  cloth,  etc.,  and  she  often 
wove  garments  for  the  neighbors,  who  broke  the  prairie  for  Mr.  Johnson  while 
he  worked  in  St.  Joseph.  His  children  attended  the  first  subscription  school  in 
this  community  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  child.  There  were  eleven  children 
in  the  Johnson  family. 


82  2 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


G.  M.  Ingram  bought  land  where  his  widow  now  lives,  upon  his  return 
from  California,  he  and  his  wife  starting  their  married  life  on  forty  acres; 
they  worked  hard,  economized  and  managed  well,  adding  to  their  original  pur¬ 
chase  from  time  to  time,  until  the  place  now  consists  of  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres.  Mr.  Ingram  put  up  good  buildings,  set  out  an  excellent  orchard 
and  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  being  very  successful.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  state  militia.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingram:  Merritt  died 
in  infancy:  Willie,  Thomas,  Minerva  Ann,  J.  D.,  Rhoda  Hilbert,  Grant, 
Sherman.  Jacob  Lee,  Jesse,  Cleburn,  Francis  Dale,  Maggie  Bertha,  George 
Venton.  Ollie  May,  Minnie  Belle,  Edna  Pearl,  Ida  Mahala.  All  but  the  first 
born  are  living. 

G.  M.  Ingram  was  called  to  his  rest  in  November,  1899,  honored  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  he  was  an  honest,  kind  and  neighborly  man, 
good  to  his  family  and  charitable  to  all.  Mrs.  Ingram,  who  also  numbers 
scores  of  friends  in  this  community,  still  lives  on  the  old  home  place,  which 
is  one  of  the  best  in  this  part  of  the  township. 


JACOB  LEE  INGRAM. 

As  fine  farms  and  as  up-to-date  farmers  are  to  be  found  in  Atchison  town¬ 
ship,  Nodaway  county,  as  anywhere  in  the  great  empire  state  of  the  West,  or, 
in  fact,  anywhere  else,  the  traveler  through  this  section  being  delighted  with 
the  general  appearance  of  the  country,  well-kept  fields  and  neat  and  comfort¬ 
able  homes.  One  of  these  contented  citizens  is  Jacob  Lee  Ingram,  who  is  a 
native  of  this  community,  having  been  perfectly  contented  to  spend  his  life 
here.  His  birth  occurred  in  1869  and  he  is  the  son  of  G.  M.  and  Elizabeth 
(  Johnson)  Ingram,  who  are  mentioned  at  length  in  another  part  of  this  work. 

Jacob  L.  Ingram  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Atchison  township 
where  he  began  working  in  the  fields  early  in  life,  thus  learning  the  primary 
lessons  of  agriculture  when  his  mind  was  plastic  and  retentive,  this  causing  him 
to  be  a  success  at  his  work  later  in  life.  He  received  a  fairly  good  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  community.  He  remained  with  his  father  on 
the  home  place  until  his  marriage. 

Mr.  Ingram  has  always  been  a  farmer;  he  now  owns  fifty  acres  of  the 
old  homestead  and  ninety  acres  in  all,  being  a  general  farmer,  and  he  so  ro- 
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tates  his  crops  and  manages  his  land  as  to  reap  abundant  harvests  from  his 
fields  from  year  to  year.  He  does  not  keep  a  large  amount  of  livestock,  but 
tries  to  keep  a  good  grade. 

Mr.  Ingram  was  married  in  1901  to  Florence  Thompson,  who  was  born 
in  Nebraska  and  reared  in  Iowa,  where  she  was  educated  and  where  she  lived 
until  her  marriage.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children, 
Vergil  Leroy  and  Ralph,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy.  Mr.  Ingram  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  but 
has  never  aspired  to  public  offices. 


RANDALL  ADKINS. 

A  well  known  and  highly  respected  resident  of  Burlington  Junction,  Nod¬ 
away  county,  is  Randall  Adkins,  who  was  born  in  eastern  Tennessee,  in  1842, 
the  son  of  Richard  and  Margaret  (Adkins)  Adkins,  both  natives  of  Virginia, 
the  mother  having  reached  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years. 
Mr.  Adkins  was  a  farmer  in  Tennessee.  He  came  to  Missouri  and  on  May 
27,  1866,  reached  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway  county,  coming  direct  from 
Tennessee.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  born  in  1800.  They  settled  on  a  farm, 
Mr.  Adkins  buying  the  place  of  a  man  who  had  received  a  Mexican  war  land 
warrant,  Mr.  Adkins  having  bought  the  land  without  coming  to  see  it,  the 
man  who  sold  him  the  place  having  been  an  old  neighbor.  The  home  place  of 
Richard  Adkins  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  he  cleared  this, 
erected  good  buildings  and  broke  the  primitive  sod.  He  became  very  well-to- 
do  and  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Holt  county  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  in  Harrison  county,  this  state.  He  died  on  the  home 
place.  He  and  his  son,  Randall  of  this  review,  offered  their  services  to  the 
Union  army,  but  were  not  accepted  on  account  of  disability ;  they  narrowly 
escaped  service  in  the  Confederate  army,  it  being  necessary  for  them  to  leave 
Tennessee  on  this  account.  Richard  Adkins  was  a  Republican  and  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church.  His  family  consisted  of  six  children. 

Randall  Adkins  was  married  in  Tennessee,  in  1862.  During  the  war  he 
and  his  father  went  to  Kentucky  and  he  became  a  recruiting  officer  for  the 
Union  army.  Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Nodaway  county,  Randall  Adkins 
bought  the  farm  on  which  he  still  lives,  south  of  Elmo,  Lincoln  township,  his 
original  purchase  being  forty  acres  ;  he  has  prospered  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming  very 
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successfully.  He  has  a  good  orchard,  barns,  etc.,  and  a  pleasant  home,  hav¬ 
ing  erected  all  the  buildings  on  the  place  himself.  He  is  deserving  of  a  great 
deal  of  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
practically  unaided  all  along  the  line,  and  he  has  at  the  same  time  educated 
himself,  having  had  opportunity  to  attend  school  but  one  week — that  a  sub¬ 
scription  school,  for  which  he  paid  one  dollar.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church  and  is  a  Republican. 

Mrs.  Adkins  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Catherine  Quenner,  and  to 
this  union  the  following  children  have  been  born  :  John,  Florence  T.,  Thomas. 
James,  Molly,  Eclmon,  Luke  E.,  Mark;  Joseph  and  Ernest  are  deceased. 


LUKE  E.  ADKINS. 

While  yet  young  in  years,  Luke  E.  Adkins  has  succeeded  in  his  chosen 
vocation  and  is  very  comfortably  located  on  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township,  Nod¬ 
away  county,  in  which  he  was  born  on  September  25,  1881,  the  son  of  Randall 
and  Catherine  (Quenner)  Adkins,  both  natives  of  Tennessee  and  who  are  men¬ 
tioned  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Luke  E.  Adkins  was  the  seventh  child 
in  a  family  of  ten  children.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  this  town¬ 
ship  and  received  a  very  good  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  now  has  an  excellent  place  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  and  one-fourth  acres.  He  has  added  various  im¬ 
provements  to  his  place  from  time  to  time  until  it  ranks  with  any  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  He  has  operated  considerable  land  besides  what  he  owns,  and  usually 
has  under  his  immediate  management  from  three  hundred  and  twenty  to  five 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres.  He  has  not  only  been  very  successful  as  a 
general  farmer,  but  also  as  a  raiser  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  Adkins  was  at  one  time  manager  of  the  coal  yards  at  Elmo,  this 
township,  and  for  a  period  of  three  years  did  a  thriving  business  in  this  line. 
It  was  he  who  brought  the  price  of  coal  down  from  twenty-two  to  fifteen  cents 
per  bushel.  He  now  prepares  to  farm  on  a  still  larger  scale  and  does  not  find 
time  to  engage  in  any  other  line  of  business,  this  taking  most  of  his  time,  for 
he  is  a  very  close  observer  and  looks  carefully  to  details. 

Mr.  Adkins  was  married  on  October  18.  1899,  to  Della  Sallee,  who  was 
born  in  Atchison  county,  this  state,  her  family  being  well  established  there. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Gladys  Arceil.  Politically 
Mr.  Adkins  is  a  Republican. 
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WILLIAM  HENRY. 

A  man  who  believes  in  the  motto,  “Live  and  let  live,”  is  William  Henry, 
a  farmer  of  Atchison  township,  Nodaway  county,  a  man  who  believes  in  honest 
emulation  and  fair  dealing  and  is  willing  to  march  side  by  side  with  his  fellow 
creatures  and  take  his  chances  with  the  rest,  giving  them  their  dues  and  taking 
his  own.  He  was  born  three  miles  northwest  of  Bradyville,  in  1862,  and  is  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Rachel  Elizabeth  (Mackentosh)  Henry,  the  father  born  in 
county  Down,  Ireland,  the  mother  having  been  born  in  Boone  county,  In¬ 
diana.  The  elder  Henry  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  his  native 
country,  coming  to  America  when  young  and  here  married  and  devoted  his 
life  to  farming.  In  1861  he  and  Mrs.  Henry  came  to  the  vicinity  of  Brady¬ 
ville,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  after  buying  several  places  finally  lo¬ 
cated  three  miles  northeast  of  that  town  on  a  farm  consisting  of  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres,  which  they  placed  under  excellent  improvements  and  had  a 
very  comfortable  home.  Thomas  Henry  was  not  only  a  successful  farmer 
along  general  lines,  but  he  was  an  extensive  breeder  of  Shorthorn-Durham 
cattle,  and  Berkshire  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He  took  considerable  interest 
in  politics.  At  one  time  there  were  but  two  other  Democrats  in  the  township. 
He  was  in  religious  matters  a  Seventh-Day  Adventist,  and  was  known  as  a 
good  and  useful  man. 

Thirteen  children  were  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Henry,  nine  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity. 

William  Henry  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  and  was  educated  in 
the  home  schools.  He  cpiite  naturally  turned  his  attention  to  farming,  part 
of  the  time  on  rented  ground.  He  came  to  Atchison  township,  in  1901,  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  fertile  land  on  which  he  carries  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising. 

Mr.  Henry  married  Airs.  Bertha  Bell  Russell,  in  February,  1884,  and  this 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  namely;  Maggie  May,  Allen 
J.,  Beulah  B.,  Willis  N.,  living;  Emma,  Charles  and  Georgie,  deceased. 

Mr.  Henry  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  po¬ 
litically  he  is  a  Democrat ;  he  has  served  as  school  director  in  his  district,  also 
as  road  overseer. 


AAION  WALTER. 

Although  not  favored  by  inherited  wealth  or  assisted  by  influential 
friends,  Amon  Walter,  by  industry,  wise  economy  and  perseverance,  has 
acquired  a  valuable  property  in  Lincoln  township  and  has  a  very  comfortable 
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home,  being  one  of  the  worthy  sons  of  Nodaway  county,  where  he  was  born 
in  1861,  near  Wilcox.  He  is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Liza  Ann  (Heady)  Walter, 
natives  of  Boone  county,  Indiana.  About  1859  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  and  located  near  Wilcox  where  they  bought  a  farm  which 
they  improved  from  the  wild  prairie,  their  house  being  the  only  one  between 
Wilcox  and  Maryville.  In  those  days  the  latter  town  had  no  railroad  and 
contained  only  a  small  population.  The  settlers  here  were  supplied  with 
what  they  needed  from  St.  Joseph  and  Savannah.  Levi  Walter  bought 
seventy-four  acres  and  developed  it  and  lived  on  the  same  until  about  1878, 
when  he  moved  east  of  Pickering  and  bought  a  farm  of  thirty  acres  where 
he  lived  until  his  death.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  His  family  constituted  nine  children. 

Anion  Walter  lived  on  the  home  farm  and  helped  his  father  with  the 
work  thereon  when  not  attending  the  district  schools.  When  seventeen 
years  of  age  his  mother  died  and  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working 
out  for  six  years,  then  began  farming  for  himself  in  Nodaway  county  on 
rented  land ;  but  he  was  a  hard  worker  and  soon  had  a  good  start. 

In  1908  Mr.  Walter  bought  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  Lincoln 
township.  It  is  well  improved  and  consists  of  two  hundred  acres  on  which 
he  carries  on  general  farming  in  a  most  successful  manner,  also  keeps  some 
excellent  stock ;  he  feeds  a  great  deal  of  stock.  He  formerly  raised  driving 
horses,  which  were  eagerly  sought  after,  also  excellent  draft  horses.  He 
likes  a  good  horse  and  knows  one  when  he  sees  it. 

Mr.  Walter  was  married  in  1883  to  Ella  Miller,  of  Nodaway  county  and 
the  daughter  of  a  highly  respected  family  here.  This  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Clyde  is  married  and  is  farming  in 
Lincoln  township;  Ora  and  Leslie  are  living  at  home;  Frank  is  deceased; 
Edna  is  at  home,  as  are  also  Pearl,  Esther  and  Mary. 

Mr.  Walter  is  a  Democrat,  politically,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


S.  L.  COCHRAN. 

The  early  agriculturists  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  will  ever  be  held 
in  the  grateful  memory  of  the  present  generation  and  of  the  active  young 
farmers  of  today,  and  the  husbandman  who  came  here  several  decades  ago  and 
hewed  out  a  breathing  place  and  erected  for  himself  and  family  a  pioneer 
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home,  and  opened  the  country,  then  roadless,  for  the  advance  of  a  higher 
civilization,  well  deserves  the  respect  which  is  accorded  him.  Of  such  as 
these  was  the  subject  of  this  biographical  notice. 

S.  L.  Cochran  was  born  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1822,  and  was  the 
son  of  Levi  M.  and  Lydia  (Cheesman)  Cochran.  Levi  M.  Cochran  was  a 
pioneer  minister  of  the  Methodist  church  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Wisconsin 
and  Iowa.  It  is  said  that  while  laboring  in  Pennsylvania  he  covered  a  cir¬ 
cuit  of  four  hundred  miles,  requiring  six  weeks'  time  to  make  the  round.  In 
1843  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until  1856,  when  he  went 
to  Iowa,  establishing  his  home  in  Allamakee  county.  He  died  while  on  a 
visit  to  the  scene  of  his  former  labors  in  Wisconsin. 

S.  L.  Cochran  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  which  at  that 
early  day  were  somewhat  primitive  in  both  methods  and  equipment.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  Manitou  Island,  where  he  was  employed  for 
a  while  at  various  occupations,  after  which  he  went  to  Kenosha  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  employed  for  a  while,  and  where  he  eventually 
took  up  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  improved.  Later  he  sold  that 
farm  and  bought  a  section  of  land  in  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  which  he 
improved  and  put  under  cultivation  and  on  which  he  resided  until  his  removal 
to  Tama  county,  that  state,  where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land,  the  town  of  Dysart  now  occupying  the  site  of  his  farm.  In  1869  he 
came  to  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  and  located  on  the  land  now  occupied 
by  his  son,  A.  S.  Cochran,  in  Lincoln  township.  The  place  comprised  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  he  created  a  comfortable  home  here,  living 
there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  March  17,  1879.  He  possessed  a 
rugged  make-up,  such  as  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  arduous  experiences 
through  which  he  passed  during  his  active  years,  and  he  accomplished  much 
toward  the  development  of  the  new  country  to  which  he  came,  becoming 
one  of  the  sterling  and  highly-esteemed  citizens  of  the  county. 

On  June  8.  1862,  Mr.  Cochran  married  Mary  Hawthorne,  who  was  a 
native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  six  years,  with  her 
parents.  Her  father  died  during  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  and  was 
buried  at  sea,  and  the  bereaved  mother  brought  her  family  to  Ohio,  where 
they  established  their  home.  Her  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Covenanter 
church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochran  were  born  six  children,  of  which  num¬ 
ber  two,  J.  W.  and  A.  S.,  are  living. 

In  politics,  S.  L.  Cochran  gave  his  support  to  the  Republican  party,  and 
during  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Lnion  League.  Religiously, 


828 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  and  esteemed  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church. 

Alfred  S.  Cochran,  son  of  S.  L.  and  Mary  Cochran,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1864.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools, 
supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  College  Springs  one  year.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  he  began  teaching  school  in  this  state,  and  later  in  Kansas, 
in  which  work  he  met  with  excellent  success.  He  then  turned  his  attention 
to  agriculture,  in  which  he  was  shrewd  enough  to  see  great  opportunities  for 
a  young  man  of  energy  and  ambition.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he 
went  to  western  Nebraska,  remaining  there  three  years  and  then  returning 
to  Missouri.  Some  time  later  he  went  to  southern  Kansas,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  farming  operations  until  1902,  when  he  came  to  Missouri  and 
bought  the  old  home  place  of  eighty  acres.  Here  he  has  made  a  number  of 
substantial  and  permanent  improvements  and  has  brought  the  place  up  to  a 
high  standard  of  excellence.  He  carries  on  general  farming  operations  and 
has  met  with  splendid  success,  being  numbered  among  the  enterprising  farm¬ 
ers  of  the  township.  He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  up-to-date  in  his 
methods,  everything  about  the  place  indicating  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of 
good  judgment  and  excellent  taste. 

In  1904  Mr.  Cochran  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Cloie  Graham, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  James  Walter, 
Alfred  S.  and  Nellie  Ruth. 

Politically,  Mr.  Cochran  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party 
and,  though  not  a  seeker  after  public  office  for  himself,  he  takes  a  commend¬ 
able  interest  in  local  affairs,  exerting  his  influence  always  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  community.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  while,  with  his  wife,  he  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  they  take  an  active  part.  They  are  members  of 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
know  them. 


R.  LEBONIA. 

From  far-away  sunny  Italy,  the  land  of  fruits  and  flowers,  the  country 
replete  with  history  of  the  most  interesting  import,  the  land  of  science 
and  of  song,  of  art,  literature — the  highest  of  all  the  esthetics — comes  R. 
Lebonia,  who,  while,  of  course,  holding  in  grateful  memory  the  blue- 
rimmed  peninsula  from  which  he  hails,  is  yet  proud  of  his  adopted  countrv 
and  loyal  to  its  institutions,  having,  since  casting  his  lot  in  the  great  Republic 
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of  the  West,  become  well  situated  from  a  material  viewpoint  and  has  proven 
to  be  one  of  Nodaway  county’s  best  citizens,  playing  no  insignificant  part  in 
the  affairs  of  Atchison  township,  where  he  is  in  possession  of  a  nice  property. 

Mr.  Lebonia’s  birth  occurred  in  Italy  in  the  year  1865,  the  son  of 
Michael  Lebonia  and  wife,  who,  with  three  sons,  came  to  America  about 
1869,  when  the  subject  was  a  small  child.  The  family  landed  in  New  York, 
but  not  being  able  to  better  their  condition  materially  there,  drifted  to  the 
West,  where  there  were  more  opportunities  for  the  willing  worker  and 
plenty  of  cheap  land  and  here  they  became  very  comfortably  situated. 

Mr.  Lebonia’s  educational  advantages  were  limited,  but  being  by  nature 
keen  of  observation  and  having  had  access  all  his  life  to  good  periodicals 
and  books,  he  has  acquired  an  education,  by  personal  contact  with  the  world 
and  by  miscellaneous  reading  and  is  today  a  very  well-informed  man  on 
current  topics  and  general  subjects.  Being  naturally  musically  inclined,  he 
learned  to  play  the  violin  when  very  young  and  is  quite  proficient  on  that 
instrument,  having  delighted  hundreds  by  his  playing  in  various  places.  He 
was  instructed  by  a  brother  who  was  a  contestant  at  the  centennial  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pennsylvania. 

R.  Lebonia  devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  music,  specializing  on 
the  violin  for  about  four  years,  then  he  began  farming  in  Andrew  county, 
Missouri ;  saving  his  money,  he  was  in  a  short  time  able  to  begin  farming 
for  himself,  alternating  this  with  railroad  work,  finally  becoming  expense 
clerk.  In  1881  he  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  located  in  Atchison  town¬ 
ship  and  he  now  owns  forty  acres  of  good  land  there  which  he  operates. 
He  is  also  the  agent  for  the  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  has  built 
up  a  nice  business  in  this.  He  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and  politically,  is  a  Democrat.  He  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  local 
affairs  and  in  1895  was  elected  township  assessor,  holding  this  office  for  two 
terms  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner,  and  after  being  out  of  this  office  for 
a  time  he  was  re-elected  to  it  in  1907. 

Mr.  Lebonia  was  married  on  July  3,  1897,  to  Mary  E.  Gray,  of  Noda¬ 
way  county. 


G.  W.  CLARY. 

It  is  generally  considered  by  those  in  the  habit  of  superficial  thinking  that 
the  history  of  so-called  great  men  only  is  worthy  of  preservation  and  that 
little  merit  exists  among  the  masses  to  call  forth  the  praises  of  the  historian 
or  the  appreciation  of  mankind.  A  greater  mistake  was  never  made.  No 
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man  is  great  in  all  things  and  very  few  are  great  in  many  things.  Many  by 
a  lucky  stroke  achieve  lasting  fame,  who  before  that  had  no  reputation  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  their  neighborhoods.  It  is  not  a  history  of  the  lucky 
stroke  which  benefits  humanity  most,  but  the  long  study  and  effort  which 
made  the  lucky  stroke  possible.  It  is  the  preliminary  work,  the  method, 
that  serves  as  a  guide  for  the  success  of  others.  Among  those  in  this  county 
who  have  achieved  success  along  steady  lines  of  action  is  the  subject  of  this 
brief  sketch,  who  has  found  in  the  great  basic  art  of  agriculture  a  sphere 
for  the  exercise  of  ability  and  effort  of  the  highest  order. 

Mr.  Clary  was  born  in  the  county  of  Fulton,  Illinois,  in  1849,  anc^  is  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Sarah  E.  (Davis)  Clary.  These  parents  were  natives  of 
Kentucky,  where  they  were  reared,  educated  and  married.  About  1847 
they  moved  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Fulton  county,  where  the  father  had  ac¬ 
quired  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  to  which  he  applied  his 
energies.  He  was  a  Democrat  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  eleven  children,  of  which  number  nine  are 
living. 

G.  W.  Clary  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof,  early  gaining  an  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  applied  himself  to  agricultural  efforts 
on  reaching  mature  years  and  has  remained  identified  with  this  industry  to 
the  present  time.  In  1881  Mr.  Clary  came  to  Nodaway  township,  this 
county,  and  for  a  few  years  was  engaged  in  the  operation  of  rented  land, 
meeting  with  gratifying  success.  In  1889  he  bought  the  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  he  now  resides,  and  which  he  brought  up 
to  a  fine  state  of  improvement.  He  is  also  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Stephen¬ 
son,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stephenson  &  Clary,  who  own  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  splendid  farming  land,  on  which  they  conduct  general  agri¬ 
cultural  operations  and  stock  feeding  with  considerable  success.  On  his 
home  place  Mr.  Clary  has  made  many  excellent  improvements,  his  place 
being  numbered  among  the  best  farms  of  the  township. 

In  1875  Mr.  Clary  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Biggs,  a  native 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Guy  C.,  who  is  cashier  of  the  bank  at  Clearmont,  this  county;  John  H.  is  a 
civil  engineer  and  runs  an  assay  office  at  Wallace,  Idaho ;  Edith  is  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Clearmont. 

Politically,  Mr.  Clary  is  a  Democrat  and  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest 
in  public  affairs,  though  in  no  sense  a  seeker  after  the  honors  or  emoluments 
of  public  office.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  time-honored  order  of 
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Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  holding  membership  with  Lodge  Xo. 
507,  at  Clearmont.  Mrs.  Clary  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  at 
Clearmont,  to  which  she  gives  an  earnest  and  generous  support.  Mr 
Clary  is  a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities,  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance 
throughout  his  part  of  Nodaway  county  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all 
who  know  him. 


JAMES  F.  LANE. 

The  history  of  the  state  of  Missouri  is  not  an  ancient  one.  It  is  the 
record  of  the  steady  growth  of  a  community  planted  in  the  wilderness  in 
the  last  century  and  reaching  its  magnitude  of  today  without  other  aids 
than  those  of  continued  industry.  Each  county  has  its  share  in  the  story 
and  the  record  of  each  goes  to  make  up  the  history  of  the  commonwealth, 
After  all,  the  history  of  a  state  is  but  a  record  of  the  doings  of  its  people. 
The  story  of  the  plain,  common  people  who  constitute  the  moral  bone  and 
sinew  of  the  state  should  ever  attract  the  attention  and  prove  of  interest 
to  all  true  lovers  of  their  kind.  In  the  life  story  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
there  are  no  striking  chapters  or  startling  incidents,  but  it  is  merely  the 
record  of  a  life  true  to  its  highest  ideals,  and  because  of  which  fact  it  has 
become  a  potential  element  in  the  life  of  the  community. 

James  F.  Lane  is  a  native  son  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  having  been 
born  in  Putnam  county  on  the  24th  of  February,  1863,  and  he  is  a  son  of 
Joseph  and  Maria  (Mattox)  Lane,  the  latter  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
subject’s  mother  had  been  married  prior  to  her  union  with  Mr.  Lane,  and 
by  the  latter  union  James  F.  is  the  only  child.  The  subject  was  reared  in 
Nebraska  and  Kansas,  in  which  states  his  parents  resided  at  different  times. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  came  to  Missouri  and  became  a  student  in 
Amity  College,  at  Amity,  Iowa,  and  after  the  completion  of  his  education  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  pedagogical  labors  being  mainly  in  southern 
Kansas.  Lie  then  returned  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  in  1884  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Matilda  A.  Huls,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Eliza  J.  (Shankland)  Huls.  This  union,  which  has  been  a  most  congenial 
one,  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely :  LTva  E..  Charles 
D.  and  Cleo  Huls. 

Mr.  Lane  has  for  a  number  of  vears  been  successfully  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  in  which  he  has  been  eminently  successful,  being 
numbered  among  the  enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  of  Atchison 
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township.  His  place  is  well  improved  in  every  respect,  its  general  appear¬ 
ance  indicating  the  owner  to  he  a  man  of  sound  judgment  and  excellent 
taste. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lane  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  his 
party  in  national  elections,  though  in  local  elections,  where  no  great  issue 
is  involved,  he  regards  the  personal  fitness  of  the  candidates  for  office  of 
paramount  importance.  Though  not  an  office  seeker  himself,  Mr.  Lane  has 
efficiently  administered  several  township  offices,  including  those  of  assessor 
and  member  of  the  school  board.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Personally,  he  is  a  man  of  genial  disposition  and  enjoys  a  large  acquaintance 
throughout  the  section  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  and  by  all  who 
know  him  he  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  because  of  the  splendid  qualities 
of  his  character  and  the  high  plane  on  which  his  life  has  been  ordered. 


EUGENE  P.  POWELL. 

One  of  the  best  known  stock  men  in  northwestern  Missouri  and  one  of 
the  substantial  and  honored  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  is  Eugene  P.  Powell, 
who  maintains  his  residence  in  Polk  township.  He  was  born  in  Antwerp, 
Jefferson  county,  New  York,  December  31,  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Eveline  (Brainard)  Powell,  both  natives  of  the  state  of  New  York,  from 
which  they  came  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  in  1851,  locating  in  Oneida,  where 
they  lived  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Of  a  family  of  eight  children,  Eugene  P.  was  the  seventh  in  order  of 
birth.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  in  1851  and  was  reared  to  man¬ 
hood  in  Knox  county  and  was  educated  there.  In  1868  he  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  and  opened  up  section  6,  range  36,  township  63,  Polk  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  then  sold  out  and  opened  up  a  tract 
of  land  where  he  now  lives  and  which  has  been  his  place  of  residence  since 
that  time,  his  place  being  known  as  the  “Hazelwood  Stock  Farm,”  one  of  the 
“show  places”  of  the  township.  It  is  under  a  high  state  of  improvement  and 
cultivation  and  on  it  stand  excellent  buildings. 

Mr.  Powell  was  married,  first,  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  in  the  summer  of 
1867  to  Scylla  Courtright;  she  was  a  native  of  Illinois,  of  New  England  par¬ 
entage.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union,  Clyde  L.  and  Cort ;  the  last 
named  died  at  the  home  of  his  father  when  twentv-seven  vears  old.  Mr. 
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Powell's  second  marriage  was  in  Maryville,  Missouri,  in  August,  1890,  to 
Mattie  Phillips,  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  (Bottenfield)  Phillips. 

Three  children,  living,  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powell,  Robert 
C.,  Helen  Iv.  and  Jean  L. ;  Eugene  L.  died  when  about  five  years  of  age. 

For  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  Mr.  Powell,  with  his  brother,  Lucian 
C.  Powell,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  shipping  livestock  and  for  many 
years  they  were  probably  the  largest  stock  shippers  in  this  section  of  the 
state.  For  the  remarkable  period  of  fifty  years  there  has  not  been  a  time 
when  he  has  not  had  either  cattle  or  hogs  in  the  feed  lots  on  his  place.  No 
better  judge  of  all  kind  of  livestock  could  be  found  and  he  has  been  un¬ 
usually  successful  in  handling  the  same.  Lucian  C.  Powell  has  been  in  the 
Methodist  ministry  since  1890. 

Mr.  Powell  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  his  county,  and  has  been  more  or  less  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Republican  party  for  some  time. 


J.  W.  COCHRAN. 

Clearly  defined  purpose  and  consecutive  effort  in  the  affairs  of  life  will 
inevitably  result  in  the  attaining  of  a  due  measure  of  success,  but  in  follow¬ 
ing  out  the  career  of  one  who  has  attained  success  by  his  own  efforts  there 
comes  into  view  the  intrinsic  individuality  which  made  such  accomplish¬ 
ment  possible,  and  there  is  thus  granted  an  objective  incentive  and  inspira¬ 
tion,  while  at  the  same  time  there  is  enkindled  a  feeling  of  respect  and  admir¬ 
ation.  The  qualities  which  have  made  Mr.  Cochran  one  of  the  prominent  and 
successful  men  of  Nodaway  county  have  also  brought  him  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow-men,  for  his  career  has  been  one  of  well-directed  energy,  strong  d 
termination  and  honorable  methods. 

J.  W.  Cochran  was  born  in  September.  1866,  on  a  farm  in  Tama  county, 
Iowa,  and  is  a  son  of  S.  L.  and  Mary  (Hawthorne)  Cochran,  the  latter  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  native  of  Ireland.  The  subject's  father  came  in  early  life  to 
Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  from  his  native  state.  New  York,  subsequently  locat¬ 
ing  in  Tama  county,  that  state.  His  migration  from  New  York  state  had 
been  by  degrees,  he  having  stopped  for  a  time  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 
He  had  been  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  followed  that  occupation 
during  all  his  active  years.  In  Tama  county,  Iowa,  he  entered  one  hundred 
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and  sixty  acres  of  land  where  now  stands  the  city  of  Dysart.  He  made  many 
substantial  improvements  on  this  land  and  operated  it  for  some  years.  He 
was  the  father  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  were  born  after  the  family 
came  to  Missouri.  One  child  died  in  Iowa  and  in  June,  1869,  the  parents  and 
two  children  came  to  Nodaway  county,  where  the  father  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land,  on  which  his  son,  Alfred  S.,  now  lives.  Here  S.  L.  Cochran  erected 
several  farm  buildings  of  modest  size  and  entered  at  once  upon  the  improve¬ 
ment  and  cultivation  of  the  farm.  He  was  industrious  and  successful  and 
he  remained  on  this  place  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  March  17.  1879. 
Prior  to  his  death  he  had  added  forty  acres  to  the  original  farm,  the  whole 
comprising  a  splendid  farm,  one  of  the  first  to  be  improved  in  that  section 
of  the  township. 

J.  W.  Cochran  attended  the  common  schools  during  his  youth  and  sup¬ 
plemented  this  elementary  work  by  three  terms  in  Amity  College,  at  Amity, 
Iowa.  He  was  reared  by  his  father  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  was  shrewd 
enough  to  appreciate  the  large  opportunities  that  lay  in  this  line  for  the  man 
of  push  and  energy.  After  his  father’s  death  he  remained  on  the  paternal 
estate  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a  brother,  operated  it  for  about  four  years. 
Since  that  time  he  has  continued  to  give  some  attention  to  the  place  until 
1908.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  acres  of  splen¬ 
did  land  in  the  southern  part  of  Lincoln  township,  where  he  follows  general 
farming  operations.  He  has  here  erected  a  full  set  of  excellent  farm  build¬ 
ings.  comprising  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  commodious  barn 
and  other  substantial  buildings,  so  that  the  place  is  numbered  among  the  best 
improved  farms  of  the  township.  The  fences  are  kept  in  good  shape  and 
the  splendid  orchard  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  place.  Mr.  Cochran  has 
acquired  his  land  through  several  purchases,  having  first  bought  eighty  acres 
on  February  15,  1893,  forty  acres  where  the  buildings  are  located,  in  1894, 
forty  acres  in  1900  and  forty  in  1907,  the  tracts  all  being  in  the  same  half 
section.  Mr.  Cochran  is  progressive  in  all  the  word  implies,  keeping  in  close 
touch  with  the  latest  and  most  advanced  ideas  relating  to  agriculture,  and 
he  is  thoroughly  practical  in  his  methods,  thus  keeping  everything  about  the 
place  in  the  best  condition  at  all  times. 

On  December  7,  1891,  Mr.  Cochran  married  Sadie  Reid,  a  native  of 
Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Jane 
(Kent)  Reid,  the  former  a  native  of  Killeigh,  county  Down,  Ireland,  and  the 
latter  of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania.  James  Reid  came  to  America  in 
1844,  landing  at  Montreal,  Canada,  subsequently  moving  to  Mercer  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Eventually  he  located  in  Iowa,  and  on  February  16,  1870,  he 
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came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  he  lived  until  1883,  being  engaged 
in  farming.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  Missouri  he  had  worked  at  carpentering, 
which  trade  he  had  learned  in  Belfast,  Ireland,  having  been  apprenticed  for 
seven  years,  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  twenty-one  years.  He  was  twice 
married,  Mrs.  Cochran  and  one  other  being  the  issue  of  the  last  union.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochran  have  been  born  three  children,  namely:  A.  Carl,  J. 
Evert  and  Harry  Emory,  the  last-named  being  deceased. 

A  Republican  politically,  Mr.  Cochran  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  public  affairs,  though  never  a  seeker  after  office  for  himself. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Mrs. 
Cochran  belonging  to  the  Royal  Neighbors  of  America,  auxiliary  to  the 
Woodmen.  Religiously,  the  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  to  which  they  give  a  generous  support.  In  every  relation  of  life  in 
while  he  has  engaged  Mr.  Cochran  has  performed  his  full  part  and  has  been  a 
potent  influence  in  advancing  the  highest  and  best  interests  of  the  community, 
his  support  being  given  to  all  worthy  movements. 


AMOS  HAYES. 

It  is  natural,  and  therefore  proper,  that  the  descendants  of  the  old 
settlers,  those  who  first  upturned  the  wild  prairie  sod  and  first  cleared  the 
land  of  its  primeval  woods,  and  established  different  institutions  for  the 
edification  of  their  children  and  succeeding  generations,  should  see  that  the 
performances  of  the  early  years  are  fittingly  recorded  and  remembered  and 
the  good  work  they  began  carried  forward  with  unabated  energy.  It  has 
been  said  by  one  of  the  greatest  historians  that  those  who  take  no  interest 
in  deeds  of  their  ancestors  are  not  likely  to  do  anything  worthy  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  by  remote  descendants. 

Among  the  residents  of  Nodaway  county  who  fully  appreciate  what 
the  older  generations  have  done  for  the  present  and  who  is  successfully 
carrying  on  the  work  inaugurated  by  his  worthy  father  is  Amos  Hayes,  who 
has  a  good  farm  in  Nodaway  township,  in  which  he  was  born  in  1882.  He 
is  the  son  of  Thomas  I..  and  Susan  E.  (Dove)  Hayes,  the  father  a  native 
of  Illinois  and  the  mother  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Hayes  went  to  Iowa  when  a  young 
man  and  later  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  Susan  E.  Dove  came 
to  Missouri  with  her  parents  and  located  in  Nodaway  county,  in  an  early 
day,  and  here  she  received  her  early  mental  discipline  in  such  schools  as  the 
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times  afforded,  Mr.  Hayes  having  been  educated  in  a  like  manner  in  his 
native  community  in  the  Prairie  state.  Thomas  Hayes  devoted  his  life  to 
farming  and  owned  a  good  farm  in  Nodaway  township,  this  county,  where 
he  established  a  very  comfortable  home. 

Amos  Hayes  was  the  only  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  L. 
Hayes.  He  received  a  very  good  education  in  the  public  schools  and  when 
a  mere  lad  labored  in  the  fields  with  his  father  and  he  has  devoted  his  life 
to  farming.  In  1906  he  bought  eighty  acres  in  the  southern  part  of  Atchison 
township,  Nodaway  county,  which  he  has  placed  under  excellent  improve¬ 
ments  and  on  which  he  still  resides,  being  one  of  the  enterprising  young  farm¬ 
ers  of  his  vicinity;  however,  he  farms  considerable  land  besides  his  own. 
carrying  on  general  farm  operations. 

Mr.  Hayes  married,  in  1903,  Jessie  Eschelman,  who  died  in  December, 
1907.  She  was  of  a  good  family  and  was  a  woman  of  winning  traits  of 
character  and  had  hosts  of  friends.  One  child  was  born  to  this  union,  Cecil 
Ray.  Politically,  Mr.  Hayes  is  a  Republican.  His  mother  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


JOHN  EDMUND  BILBY. 

A  worthy  son  of  a  worthy  sire  is  John  E.  Bilby,  whose  name  is  too  well 
known  in  Nodaway  county  and  northwestern  Missouri  to  need  any  formal 
introduction  here  or  unnecessary  comment  as  to  his  business  ability  and  in¬ 
fluence  in  industrial  circles.  Suffice  it  to  say,  however,  that  he  is  carrying 
on  the  various  departments  of  his  enterprise  with  that  discretion  and  energy 
which  are  sure  to  find  their  natural  sequel  in  definite  success,  having  always 
been  a  man  who  persisted  in  whatever  he  undertook  when  he  once  determined 
that  he  was  right,  and  being  fortunately  situated  in  a  thriving  farming  and 
stock  raising  locality,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  stands  today  in  the  front  rank 
of  agriculturists  and  stock  men  of  the  Middle  West. 

Mr.  Bilby  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  in  1864,  being  the 
oldest  son  of  John  S.  and  Margaret  (Applegit)  Bilby,  whose  record  appears 
in  full  on  another  page  of  this  work.  While  he  was  yet  a  small  boy,  in 
1875,  his  parents  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  he  grew  to  matur¬ 
ity  on  his  father's  ranch  southwest  of  Quitman.  He  and  his  brothers, 
Russel  I.  and  Nicholas  V.,  were  trained  from  their  youth  to  take  their  part 
in  the  hard  work  of  the  ranch,  and  this  early  training  meant  a  great  deal  for 
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them  in  their  subsequent  careers,  their  father  having  chosen  for  them  a 
practical  way  of  developing  in  them  a  robust  manhood  and  at  the  same  time 
schooling  them  in  the  lessons  of  perseverance,  the  overcoming  of  obstacles 
and  the  general  “ins  and  outs”  of  the  business  world,  especially  as  applied  to 
agriculture  and  stock  raising,  in  which  they  have  so  admirably  succeeded. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools,  but  always  cared  more  for  the 
actual  experience  of  the  every-day  transactions  of  life  than  for  text-book 
training. 

In  1890  Mr.  Bilbv  married  Louiza  J.  Albright,  daughter  of  William  and 
Nancy  Albright.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Nodaway 
county,  being  almost  the  only  one  now  owning  land  here  that  was  obtained 
directly  from  the  government.  He  was  born  in  Orange  county,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  and  in  1838,  when  a  small  child,  was  brought  to  Missouri  by  his  par¬ 
ents,  Joel  and  Katie  (Holt)  Albright;  they  made  the  long  overland  journey 
from  North  Carolina  in  old-fashioned  covered  wagons,  true  pioneer  fashion, 
and  first  located  in  Clinton  county,  this  state,  coming  on  to  Nodaway  county 
about  1850,  and  here  Mrs.  Bilbv  grew  to  maturity  and  received  a  very  good 
education.  Her  father  is  now  living  on  his  farm  four  miles  southeast  of 
Quitman  where  he  is  well  known  and  highly  respected.  Five  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bilby,  one  of  whom,  Willie,  died  when  three 
years  and  one  month  old;  the  four  living  are  Edmund  R.,  Sliker  W..  Nell 
and  Murray. 

John  E.  Bilby  is  known  to  all  as  Ed.  Bilby  and  the  humblest  urchin  may 
feel  free  to  call  him  simply  “Ed,”  for  he  is  happily  free  from  the  affectations 
of  some  men  of  means  who  must  be  shown  formal  deference.  He  is  of  that 
rugged,  forceful,  energetic  type  of  virile  American  manhood  that  does  things. 
He  is  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the  Quitman  Live  Stock  Company  and  con¬ 
trols  nearly  fifteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Nodaway,  Holt  and  Atchison 
counties.  It  is  said  that  one  can  ride  for  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles 
along  the  road  that  separates  those  counties,  all  the  while  passing  land  that  is 
a  part  of  Ed.  Bilby’s  ranch,  the  three  Bilbys  owning  a  total  of  twenty-six 
thousand  acres  in  Nodaway,  Holt  and  Atchison  counties  and  much  larger 
holdings  in  other  states,  some  of  their  most  important  property  being  in 
Kansas,  Arkansas,  Texas  and  Oklahoma. 

In  order  to  give  the  readers  of  this  history  an  idea  of  the  gigantic  scale 
on  which  the  Bilbys  do  business,  the  following  is  quoted  from  a  local  paper, 
in  which  it  appeared  in  the  spring  of  1910: 

“J.  Ed.  and  R.  I.  Bilby,  the  cattle  kings  of  northwestern  Missouri,  re¬ 
ceived  about  two  thousand  five  hundred  head  of  cattle  the  last  two  weeks, 
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to  be  fed  out  on  their  large  farms  in  Nodaway  and  Atchison  counties.  Last 
Friday  and  Saturday  thirty-eight  cars  were  unloaded  at  Quitman  and  Skid¬ 
more  and  about  ten  days  before  twenty-eight  cars  were  received,  making  in 
all.  sixty-six  cars,  or  about  two  thousand  and  five  hundred  head  of  feeders 
from  one  to  four  years  old. 

“These  cattle  were  loaded  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  most  of  them  came 
from  Old  Mexico  and  were  a  good  bunch  of  steers  for  that  country. 

“The  Bilbys  are  said  to  be  the  largest  cattle  feeders  in  the  world.  John 
S.  Bilby  is  as  well  known  through  the  great  Southwest  as  he  and  his  sons, 
J.  Ed.  and  R.  I.,  are  in  Nodaway  county.  They  have  been  buying  and 
shipping  cattle  from  Oklahoma,  Indian  Territory,  the  Pan  Handle,  Texas, 
Arizona,  New  and  Old  Mexico,  for  years.  They  usually  buy  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties  and  ship  whole  train-loads  into  this  country  at  a  time.  Most  of  their 
cattle  are  shipped  to  Quitman  and  there  distributed  to  their  different  farms 
and  feed  lots  in  Nodaway  and  Atchison  counties.  Quitman  has  long  enjoyed, 
on  account  of  the  Bilby  shipments,  the  reputation  of  being  the  largest  stock 
shipping  point  of  any  station  in  all  this  part  of  the  country.  These  cattle  are 
turned  out  on  their  large  blue  grass  pastures  until  they  are  fairly  well 
fattened,  then  put  in  the  feed  lots  and  finished  up  on  corn  and  cotton  seed 
meal.  They  always  have  a  few  cars  ready  for  shipment  whenever  the  market 
looks  good  to  them.  Most  of  their  cattle  go  to  Chicago,  and  the  Bilbys  are 
just  as  well  known  at  that  end  of  the  line  as  they  are  here.” 

Fraternally.  Ed.  Bilby  is  a  Mason,  and  personally,  he  is  a  very  pleasant 
gentleman,  a  good  mixer,  genial  and  popular  with  all  classes,  owing  to  his 
industry,  integrity  and  spirit  of  good  fellowship. 


E.  J.  ANDREWS 

The  Andrews  family  has  long  been  well  known  in  Atchison  township 
and  the  northern  half  of  Nodaway  township  in  connection  with  agricultural 
interests,  and  of  the  younger  generation  of  farmers  in  this  vicinity  none 
seems  to  have  surpassed  E.  J.  Andrews,  a  native  son  of  this  township,  where 
his  birth  occurred  on  October  8,  1870.  He  is  the  son  of  George  Lyman  and 
Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Andrews,  the  former  born  in  Ohio  and  the  latter  in 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Ephraim  Johnson,  men¬ 
tioned  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  father  of  George  Lyman  Andrews  died 
in  Ohio  when  the  latter  was  but  a  mere  child,  and  he  went  to  Michigan 
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with  a  Mr.  Slickland,  with  whom  he  also  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  very  early  engaged  in  farming,  which  has 
been  his  life  occupation,  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of  about  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-three  acres,  and  he  has  owned  and  sold  considerable  other  land, 
being  one  of  the  substantial  and  .prominent  men  of  this  part  of  the  county, 
now  making  his  home  near  Hopkins.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
five  children,  all  surviving  at  this  writing.  The  mother  died  in  1883  and  Mr. 
Andrews  married  Mary  Glespey,  which  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children,  all  living.  Mr.  Andrews  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He 
has  been  verv  successful  as  a  trader,  farmer  and  stockman  and  is  influential 
and  highly  respected  wherever  he  is  known. 

E.  J.  Andrews  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  with  very  satisfactory  re¬ 
sults.  He  now  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  and  one-half  acres,  and  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  having  a  well  improved  place 
in  every  respect. 

On  October  23,  1895,  Mr.  Andrews  was  married  to  Bertha  Maud  Burch, 
a  native  of  Nodawray  county,  born  in  Atchison  township,  March  12,  1877, 
the  daughter  of  Newton  Dennis  and  Susan  (Miller)  Burch,  the  father  a 
native  of  Indiana  and  the  mother  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Burch  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  when  a  young  man  and  moved  on  the  farm  where  E.  J. 
Andrews  now  lives,  and  he  now7  lives  near  Hopkins,  his  wife  having  died  on 
October  27,  1882,  leaving  one  child,  Bertha  Maud,  now  Mrs.  Andrews.  Mr. 
Burch’s  second  wife  was  Belle  Clay,  who  has  borne  him  two  children,  both 
living.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  three  children  have  been  born,  Edna  B., 
Everett  Lowell  and  George  Dennis. 

Mr.  Andrews  is  a  Democrat,  although  his  father  is  a  Republican.  He 
and  his  wife,  like  the  rest  of  the  Andrews  family,  are  Methodists. 


THOMAS  Y.  NEAL. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  is  a  progressive  farmer 
near  Clearmont,  Nodaway  county,  and  he  was  one  of  the  Northland’s  patri¬ 
otic  sons  who  donned  the  blue  and  fought  the  enemies  of  his  country  on 
many  of  the  bloodiest  battlefields  of  the  South  and  during  the  period  when 
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secession  threatened  the  disruption  of  the  national  union,  and  is  therefore 
eminently  deserving  of  a  place  in  his  country’s  history. 

T.  Y.  Neal  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Kentucky,  June  25,  1844,  the 
son  of  James  and  Catherine  (Bondurant)  Neal,  both  natives  of  Boone 
county,  Kentucky,  the  father  born  in  1809.  The  mother  died  there  in  1848, 
and  James  Neal  then  married  Hester  McKenzie  and  moved  to  Greene  county, 
Indiana,  in  1854,  settling  on  a  farm  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying 
in  1896  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He  and  his  first  wife 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  living.  Mr.  Neal  was 
married  a  third  time,  lastly  to  Eliza  Duke,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of 
three  children,  all  living.  James  Neal  was  first  a  Whig  in  politics,  later  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

T.  Y.  Neal  spent  his  youth  on  the  home  farm  and  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools.  He  began  farming  in  Indiana  and  has  followed  this 
line  of  endeavor  all  his  life.  He  moved  to  Kansas  and  bought  eighty  acres, 
and  in  1893  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  in  1899  purchased  the 
eighty-acre  farm  where  he  now  lives,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Christian  church. 

Mr.  Neal  was  married  on  October  15,  1868,  to  Mary  Shanklin,  of  Greene 
county,  Indiana,  a  daughter  of  Nero  and  Margaret  (Beatty)  Shanklin.  The 
mother  died  in  Kansas  in  1875  and  the  father  resides  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Neal,  to  whom  seven  children  have  been  born,  named  as  follows:  Artie,  Ira, 
Carrie,  Alvin,  Etta,  Nora  and  Lottie. 

T.  Y.  Neal  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Thirty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry,  September  5,  1861,  and  served  very  faithfully  through  the 
war,  being  honorably  discharged  on  December  8,  1865.  He  wras  under  fire 
seventy-five  times,  having  taken  part  in  the  following  battles,  besides  many 
skirmishes:  Donelson,  Shiloh,  siege  of  Corinth,  Murfreesboro,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Franklin,  Nashville  and  those  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  takes  much  interest  in  the 
same. 


WAYNE  INGRAM. 

Tireless  energy  and  honesty  of  purpose  are  the  chief  characteristics  of 
Wayne  Ingram,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  in  his  community  in  Nodaway 
county,  and  such  characteristics  have  brought  him  well  merited  success  He 
wras  born  in  Platte  county,  Missouri,  December  6,  1847.  the  son  of  Thomas 
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and  Sarah  (Moore)  Ingram,  the  former  born  in  Scott  county,  Virginia,  and 
the  mother  in  Ohio.  After  going  to  Kentucky  they  went  to  Ohio,  thence  to 
Indiana,  and  in  an  early  day  came  to  Platte  county,  Missouri,  and  from  there 
moved  to  Nodaway  county,  in  1867;  here  Mr.  Ingram  died  in  1868,  his  widow 
surviving  until  February  13,  1892.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  five  are  now  living.  The  father  devoted  most  of  his  life  to 
farming,  although  he  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  early  life  and  in  later  years  a  Republican  after  the  war.  His  wife  was 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Wayne  Ingram  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  a  common  school 
education.  He  came  to  Nodaway  county  in  1867  and  has  devoted  his  life 
to  farming,  now  owning  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  very 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  also  feeds  large 
numbers  of  livestock  from  year  to  year.  He  has  an  attractive  dwelling,  good 
outbuildings  and  everything  about  his  place  is  modern  and  well  kept.  Politi¬ 
cally,  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  liberal  in  religious  views. 

Mr.  Ingram  was  married  on  March  30,  1882,  to  Lourenia  Johnson,  a 
native  of  Atchison  township,  this  county,  born  on  June  24,  1863.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Levi  R.  Johnson,  a  son  of  Ephraim  Johnson,  who  are  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Levi  R.  Johnson  was  born  on  February  14,  1832, 
in  Lawrence  county,  Indiana.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  in  pol¬ 
itics,  a  Republican,  having  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He 
married  Mary  J.  Minard,  a  native  of  Parke  county,  Indiana,  born  February 
22,  1836.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  nine  are  living  at 
this  writing.  Mr.  Johnson  died  January  6,  1904,  Mrs.  Johnson  still  sur¬ 
viving. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wayne  Ingram:  Stella 
May  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Griffey  and  they  have  one  son,  Elmer;  Laura  B. 
is  the  wife  of  Ora  Wilson  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Marjorie;  Hiram 
Preston  is  living  at  home. 


ELMER  E.  CORKEN. 

Mr.  Corken  is  one  of  those  characters  whose  integrity  and  personality 
must  force  them  into  a  notoriety  which  their  modesty  never  seeks,  who  com¬ 
mand  the  respect  of  their  contemporaries  and  their  posterity  and  leave  the 
impress  of  their  individuality  upon  the  lives  of  those  with  whom  they  come 
in  contact.  As  treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Mineral  Springs  Sanitarium, 
at  Burlington  Junction,  he  has  demonstrated  business  and  executive  ability  of 
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a  high  order  and  his  career  thus  far  has  earned  for  him  the  respect  and  con¬ 
sideration  of  all  who  know  him. 

Elmer  E.  Corken  was  born  in  Nodaway  township,  this  county,  on 
February  9,  1875,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Ellen  Gertrude  (Westfall) 
Corken.  Samuel  Corken  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1837,  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Jones)  Corken,  the  former  a  successful  farmer  of 
that  county.  In  i860  Samuel  Corken  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
being  followed  the  following  year  by  his  father  and  by  the  other  members 
of  the  family  the  next  year.  Samuel  Corken  traveled  the  entire  distance  by 
team,  though  two  years  later  the  family  were  permitted  to  come  by  railroad. 
Samuel  drove  a  load  of  goods  and  a  herd  of  Durham  for  his  brother-in-law, 
these  being  the  first  Durham  cattle  in  Nodaway  county.  LTpon  arriving  here, 
Samuel  Corken  entered  the  employ  of  Col.  John  H.  Davis,  but  the  following 
year  he  and  his  father  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  together, 
the  place  being  now  known  as  the  Mineral  Springs  farm.  Samuel  was  the 
youngest  son  and  upon  him  devolved  the  active  operation  of  the  farm,  of 
which,  in  a  few  years,  he  acquired  the  sole  ownership,  though  his  parents  lived 
there  until  their  deaths.  Thomas  Corken  was  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812  and 
was  a  man  of  excellent  qualities  of  character,  enjoying  universal  esteem. 
Samuel  Corken  continued  the  operation  of  the  farm  with  much  success  and 
eventually  acquired  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Burlington  Junction.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  thoroughbred 
Durham  cattle,  the  progenitors  of  his  herd  being  some  of  the  cattle  which  he 
originally  drove  from  Ohio  to  this  state.  Aside  from  this  he  has  carried  on 
general  farming,  meeting  with  splendid  success  in  all  his  efforts.  In  1881, 
becoming  convinced  of  the  medicinal  qualities  of  certain  springs  of  water 
located  on  his  farm,  he  established  a  hotel  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
wishing  to  take  advantage  of  the  waters,  and  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  sold 
the  hotel  to  Doctor  Black,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted  his  efforts  to 
agriculture. 

In  1861  Samuel  Corken  married  Ellen  Gertrude  Westfall,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  who  came  with  the  Davis  family  to  Nodaway  county.  To  this  union 
were  born  nine  children,  namely:  James  S.,  Jessie,  Thomas,  Lydia,  Robert, 
Elmer  E.,  Henry  (deceased),  Nellie  and  Mabel. 

Politically,  Samuel  Corken  was  aligned  with  the  Republican  party  up  to 
1900,  since  which  time  he  has  assumed  an  independent  attitude.  Religiously, 
he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  During 
the  Civil  war  Mr.  Corken  was  a  member  of  the  State  Militia. 

Elmer  E.  Corken  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in  Nodaway  township 
and  secured  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools,  supplementing  this  by 
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taking  a  commercial  course  in  the  Tarkio  College,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1895.  He  then  took  up  farming  on  the  old  homestead,  which  pursuit  he 
followed  until  1900,  when,  in  partnership  with  C.  K.  Allen,  he  bought  from 
Doctor  Black  the  Mineral  Springs  Sanitarium.  They  were  engaged  together 
in  its  operation  during  the  following  four  years  and  in  1904  the  Mineral 
Springs  Sanitarium  Company  was  organized,  of  which  the  subject  became  the 
active  manager.  The  officers  of  the  present  company  are  as  follows :  Presi¬ 
dent,  Nick  Sturm;  vice-president,  C.  K.  Allen;  secretary,  C.  J.  Hand;  treas¬ 
urer  and  manager,  Elmer  E.  Corken.  The  sanitarium  has  been  greatly  im¬ 
proved  and  enlarged  since  the  subject  became  connected  with  it  and  is  now 
thoroughly  up-to-date  in  its  every  appointment.  Originally  it  had  accommoda¬ 
tions  for  but  sixteen  guests,  while  now  the  average  number  of  patients  in  at¬ 
tendance  is  from  thirty  to  fifty.  Most  of  the  patients  come  from  Missouri, 
Iowa,  Illinois  and  the  Dakotas,  though  they  are  here  from  all  over  the  country. 
The  location  of  the  springs  is  healthful  and  pleasant.  Twenty-seven  acres  of 
ground,  with  shady  groves  and  grassy  lawns,  swings,  crocpiet  and  grassy 
walks,  and  a  small  lake  nearby  for  boating  and  fishing.  Hundreds  of  patients 
have  been  treated  here  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  all  receiving  the  kind¬ 
est  care  and  attention.  The  spring  itself  is  of  clear,  cold,  sparkling  water, 
discharging  about  five  thousand  gallons  per  day,  of  an  unvarying  temperature 
of  forty-eight  degrees.  A  prominent  firm  of  analytical  chemists  a  few  years 
ago  said  of  these  springs,  “In  combination  of  medical  minerals  your  spring 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  state  of  Missouri,"  and  its  years  of  trial  have  only 
increased  its  popularity  and  patronage. 

Elmer  E.  Corken  is,  like  his  father,  independent  in  politics,  preferring  to 
vote  always  for  the  men  he  considers  best  cpialified  for  the  offices  they  seek. 
Fraternallv  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
lodge  of  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  at  Maryville.  Religiously, 
he  is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  has  by  pluck,  en¬ 
ergy  and  enterprise,  controlled  by  correct  principles  and  founded  upon  strict 
integrity  and  honor,  attained  to  a  position  meriting  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  which  they  freely  accord. 


JAMES  W.  BLAGG. 

One  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  White  Cloud  township,  Nodaway 
county,  is  James  W.  Blagg,  who  has  spent  his  life  in  this  locality  where  his 
family  has  been  well  known  since  the  days  of  the  first  settlers.  He  was  born 
in  Grant  township,  Nodaway  county.  May  24,  1856,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
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William  and  Cynthia  A.  (Moore)  Blagg.  They  were  natives  of  Tennessee. 
The  father  came  to  Nodaway  county  about  1850  and  died  in  White  Cloud 
township,  on  February  14,  1902;  Mrs.  Blagg  died  in  Barnard,  Missouri, 
about  1892.  Ten  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  James  W.,  of  this 
review,  was  the  oldest.  These  parents  spared  no  pains  in  bringing  up  their 
children,  for  they  were  people  who  were  always  on  the  right  side  of  every 
question  regarding  good  citizenship. 

James  W.  Blagg,  of  this  review,  was  reared  chiefly  in  Grant  township 
and  he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  applied  himself  in  a  very 
assiduous  manner  and  when  about  twenty  years  old  engaged  in  teaching  in 
this  county,  making  a  splendid  record.  Aside  from  the  time  he  was  thus  en¬ 
gaged  he  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  stock  raising  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  both  lines.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all 
of  which  is  improved.  He  has  a  very  neat  and  comfortable  home  and  every¬ 
thing  about  his  place  indicates  good  taste  and  careful  management. 

Mr.  Blagg  was  married  in  Maryville,  on  March  11,  1885,  to  Nancy  C. 
Sharp,  who  was  born  in  Washington  township,  December  12,  1859,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca  (Graves)  Sharp,  both  natives  of  Tennes¬ 
see.  They  came  with  their  parents  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  an 
early  day  and  here  they  were  married  and  settled  on  a  farm.  Mr.  Sharp 
died  at  Barnard  and  Mrs.  Sharp  in  White  Cloud  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Blagg  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely;  Eva  M.  is  the  wife  of  George 
Burris;  Everett  J.  Blagg. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blagg  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
South.  Mr.  Blagg  is  a  man  of  many  praiseworthy  traits,  scrupulously  hon¬ 
est  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men,  generous  and  pleasant,  advocating 
honesty  in  business,  clean  politics  and  wholesome  living. 


J.  B.  BROWN. 

In  view  of  the  success  that  has  attended  the  efforts  of  J.  B.  Brown  as 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Nodaway  county  and  as  a  general  business  man,  the  youth 
of  his  community  would  make  no  mistake  in  emulating  his  methods  of  work, 
for  his  life  has  been  directed  along  channels  that  ultimately  lead  to  success 
and  to  the  establishment  of  a  reputation  of  which  anyone  should  be  pleased 
to  contemplate. 

Mr.  Browm  was  born  in  Clinton,  Tennessee,  in  1844.  He  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Melinda  (Overton)  Brown,  the  father  born  in  Kentucky  and 
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the  mother  in  Virginia,  each  representatives  of  excellent  old  Southern  fam¬ 
ilies.  While  they  were  yet  single  they  accompanied  their  parents,  in  a  very 
early  day,  to  the  vicinity  of  Clinton,  Tennessee.  The  country  was  yet  heavily 
wooded  and  there  Indians  were  still  to  be  met  with.  There  the  parents  of  the 
subject  met  and  married.  William  Brown  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and 
stock  raising,  also  bought  and  sold  large  numbers  of  livestock  for  many  years 
and  was  considered  a  good  trader.  He  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
Tennessee  and  died  there  in  1861.  He  was  first  a  Whig,  later  a  Republican, 
and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  boys  and  three  girls. 

J.  B.  Brown  was  educated  in  the  country  schools  and  worked  on  the  farm 
when  a  boy.  When  only  eighteen  years  of  age  he  gave  vent  to  his  patriotism 
by  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  First  Tennessee  Light  Artillery,  in 
1862,  and  with  that  company  he  remained  until  1865,  and  although  he  was 
in  many  hard-fought  battles  and  trying  campaigns,  always  faithful  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  he  was  never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner. 

After  returning  from  the  army,  Mr.  Brown  married  in  Tennessee,  in 
1866,  M.  E.  Moore,  and  they  soon  afterwards  began  farming,  remaining  in 
that  community  until  1869,  in  which  year  they  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  settling  near  Clearmont  and  they  have  since  lived  in  this  vicinity, 
being  regarded  as  among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Brown  first  bought  land  here  about  1877;  he  was  always  a  hard 
worker  and  a  good  manager  and  he  has  accumulated  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  acres  of  as  good  land  as  the  township  can  boast,  which  he  has  highly 
improved  and  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It  had  but  small  im¬ 
provements  when  he  first  purchased  it.  Here  he  has  carried  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  in  a  most  successful  manner.  He  keeps  an  excellent  variety  of  road- 
horses,  also  draft  horses,  and  does  an  extensive  business  buying  and  selling 
them.  No  better  judge  of  a  horse  is  to  be  found  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Clearmont  Bank,  of  which 
sound  and  thriving  institution  he  has  been  vice-president  nearly  ever  since  it 
was  organized,  and  has  very  ably  discharged  his  duties  as  such. 

Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  the  chapter,  commanderv,  and  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  also  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  he  takes  considerable  interest  in  all  these  fraternal  orders.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Brown  three  children  were  born.  Flora  B.,  French  P.  and  Myrtle  M 
The  mother  of  these  children,  who  is  remembered  as  a  woman  of  splendid 
Christian  attributes,  was  called  to  her  rest  on  October  21,  1908.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  of  which  the  daughters  are  also  members. 
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JAMES  M.  VERT. 

Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  enjoys  a  high  reputation  because  of  the  high 
order  of  her  citizenship,  and  none  of  her  citizens  occupy  a  more  enviable  po¬ 
sition  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellows  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  A  residence  here  of  many  years  has  given  his  fel¬ 
lows  a  full  opportunity  to  observe  him  in  the  lines  of  activity  in  which  he  has 
engaged  and  his  present  high  standing  is  due  solely  to  the  honorable  and  up¬ 
right  course  he  has  pursued.  As  a  leading  citizen  of  his  community  he  is 
eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  character. 

Tames  M.  Vert  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  Iowa  on  the  30th  day  of 
November,  1855.  an(J  is  a  son  °f"  Jacob  D.  and  Delila  J.  (Madison)  Vert. 
Both  of  these  parents  were  born  and  reared  in  Indiana,  where  they  subse¬ 
quently  married.  In  1851  the  family  removed  to  Washington  county,  Iowa, 
the  long  overland  journey  being  made  with  teams,  as  this  was  prior  to  the 
advent  of  the  “iron  horse"  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  father  pre¬ 
empted  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  for  which  he  paid  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
an  acre.  He  erected  necessary  farm  buildings,  and  entered  upon  the  im¬ 
provement  and  cultivation  of  his  farm,  to  which  he  devoted  his  efforts  until 
1868,  when  he  removed  to  Adair  county,  that  state,  where  he  remained  until 
1873,  engaged  in  farming.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  the  family  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  in  Nodaway  township,  wdiere  the  parents 
spent  the  rest  of  their  days,  the  mother  dying  there  in  1906.  and  the  father 
in  February,  1909.  They  reared  four  children,  three  sons  and  a  daughter. 
The  oldest  of  these  children,  William,  moved  to  Montana  in  1895,  and  died 
there  on  January  29.  1902.  John  W.  is  a  resident  of  Nodaway  township, 
this  county,  as  is  Ella,  the  wife  of  V.  A.  Guthrie,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  Jacob  D.  Vert  was  nominally  a  Democrat  and  sup¬ 
ported  his  party  in  national  elections,  but  in  local  affairs  he  was  independent, 
voting  for  the  men  whom  he  considered  best  qualified  for  the  offices  they 
sought.  He  was  a  man  of  stanch  integrity,  his  life  being  controlled  and 
actuated  by  the  highest  motives,  and  he  enjoyed  in  a  marked  degree  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  all  who  knew  him. 

James  M.  Vert  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  schools  of 
Washington  county.  Iowa,  supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  the  Mary¬ 
ville  high  school.  He  then  took  up  the  active  work  of  farming,  to  which  he 
had  been  reared,  and  he  has  consistently  remained  allied  with  this  basic  in¬ 
dustry  to  the  present  time,  his  efforts  having  been  rewarded  with  a  due  mea¬ 
sure  of  success.  His  first  efforts  were  in  teaming  for  railroad  construction 
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in  1879,  and  by  this  means  he  was  enabled  to  earn  money  with  which  he  paid 
for  his  team  and  wagon  and  then  had  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars 
with  which  to  make  a  first  payment  of  land.  His  purchase  was  eighty  acres, 
to  which  he  gave  his  attention,  breaking  the  land  and  setting  out  an  orchard, 
though  not  until  six  years  later  did  he  take  up  his  actual  residence  on  the 
property.  This  was  in  1887,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  he  has  resided 
there  continuously  since,  having  during  the  subsequent  years  made  many  per¬ 
manent  and  substantial  improvements.  In  addition  to  a  general  line  of  farm¬ 
ing,  he  has  been  an  extensive  breeder  of  Poland-China  hogs,  though  he  has 
now'  changed  to  the  Duroc-Jersey  breed.  He  is  also  partial  to  shorthorn  cat¬ 
tle,  of  which  he  feeds  large  numbers  for  the  market.  Mr.  Vert  is  an  ardent 
exponent  of  the  idea  of  feeding  all  his  grain,  rather  than  selling  it,  and  in 
following  out  this  plan  his  judgment  has  been  vindicated  by  the  results.  He 
has  also  been  successful  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of  draft  horses,  prin¬ 
cipally  the  Percheron  breed.  As  he  has  prospered,  he  has  added  to  his 
landed  possessions  from  time  to  time  and  is  now  the  owner  of  three  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  fine  land,  all  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Nodaway  county  continuously  since  coming  here  in  1873  with 
the  exception  of  one  year,  1886,  when  he  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Thomas  county,  Kansas,  which  he  proved  up  in  the  fall  of 
that  year. 

On  January  30,  1887,  Mr.  Vert  married  Martha  Robertson,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Nancy  (Adkinson)  Robertson.  These  parents  were  natives  of 
Kentucky,  who  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  about  1870,  and  here 
spending  the  rest  of  their  days,  the  father  dying  in  1892,  and  his  widow  in 
December,  1909,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  father,  who  had  been 
a  soldier  for  three  years  in  the  Confederate  army  under  General  Price,  was  a 
farmer  in  White  Cloud  township,  and  was  an  ardent  Democrat  in  politics. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vert  have  been  born  three  children,  Delbert  E.,  Mainerd  D. 
and  Orville  J.,  all  of  whom  are  residing  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Vert  is  a  Republican  and  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest 
in  local  public  affairs,  particularly  as  pertaining  to  educational  affairs  and  he 
served  as  a  school  director  for  twelve  consecutive  years,  giving  efficient  ser¬ 
vice  in  this  capacity.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  his  son,  Delbert  E.,  also 
being  an  Odd  Fellow.  Religiously,  the  family  are  Methodists,  the  father 
being  a  member  of  the  Northern  branch  of  that  church,  and  his  wife  and  son 
Delbert  to  the  Southern.  Mr.  Vert  has  all  his  life  maintained  the  most  cor- 
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dial  and  friendly  relations  with  all  whom  he  has  been  associated,  never  having 
had  occasion  to  go  into  court  for  redress.  His  genial  qualities  and  upright 
life  have  gained  for  him  the  sincere  respect  and  admiration  of  his  neighbors 
and  he  is  rightfully  numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  his  township. 


EDWIN  POWELL.  M.  D. 

In  giving  the  life  record  of  Dr.  Edwin  Powell,  one  of  the  best  known 
professional  men  of  Nodaway  county,  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  in 
his  pleasant  home  in  Polk  township,  it  will  be  an  incentive  to  the  youth  who 
may  peruse  it  to  lead  nobler  lives,  have  higher  ambitions  and  accomplish  more 
for  their  fellow-men,  for  his  life  has  always  been  led  along  a  plane  of  high 
endeavor,  always  consistent  with  the  truth  in  its  higher  forms  and  ever  in 
keeping  with  its  higher  principles.  He  is  the  scion  of  ancestors  of  the  most 
sterling  qualities  who  did  much  in  their  day  for  the  communities  in  which 
they  lived  and  were  leaders  in  various  walks  of  life,  and  Doctor  Powell  has 
proven  that  he  is  a  worthy  descendant  of  his  forbears;  thus,  for  many  rea¬ 
sons,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  patriotic  sons 
of  the  North,  who,  when  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded,  left  his  hearthstone  arid 
business  to  do  what  he  could  in  saving  the  country  from  treason,  he  is  gladly 
given  representation  in  this  work. 

Doctor  Powell  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  October  12, 
1834.  His  father,  John  Powell,  was  a  dairy  farmer  by  occupation.  His 
mother  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Eveline  Brainard.  They  were  na¬ 
tives  of  the  state  of  New  York,  where  they  grew  to  maturity,  received  their 
educational  training  and  were  married.  They  joined  the  tide  of  emigration 
setting  in  strongly  for  the  West  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century  and 
came  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  in  1851,  establishing  their  home  at  Oneida, 
Mr.  Powell  buying  a  farm  there  to  which  he  gave  his  exclusive  attention 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  he  and  his  wife  both  reaching  an  advanced 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  which  Edwin,  of  this  re¬ 
view,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Doctor  Powell  spent  his  early  youth  in  Jefferson  county,  New  York, 
accompanying  his  parents  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  in  1851,  when  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  received  his  primary  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  county,  and  in  the  fall  of  1851  he  entered  the  preparatory  school 
of  Knox  College,  at  Galesburg,  remaining  there  two  years,  then  entered 
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Williams  College  at  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1857.  He  later  did  some  special  work  in 
that  college  and  took  the  mathematical  honors  of  the  class  of  1873.  He 
early  in  life  decided  to  enter  the  medical  profession  and  accordingly  in  1857, 
after  his  return  to  Illinois,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Chicago  with  his 
uncle,  Dr.  Daniel  Brainard.  He  entered  the  United  States  Marine  Hospital 
at  Chicago,  as  a  resident  pupil,  his  uncle  teaching  surgery  at  that  institution, 
and  was  also  president  of  Rush  Medical  College.  He  continued  his  medical 
studies  there  until  1861,  when,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  he 
offered  his  services  and.  being  well  equipped  as  a  surgeon  and  general  prac¬ 
titioner,  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Seventy-second  Regiment  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he  rendered  the  most  efficient  service,  for  he 
had  made  such  a  splendid  record  in  college  that  upon  his  graduation  from  the 
Rush  Medical  College  he  was  appointed  demonstrator  in  anatomy ;  and  there 
was  no  better  surgeon  in  the  army.  He  accompanied  his  regiment  to  Vicks¬ 
burg  and  followed  it  through  various  trying  campaigns.  Upon  reaching 
Vicksburg  he  organized  and  had  charge  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 
Hospital.  After  the  surrender  of  that  stronghold  he  organized  the  McPher¬ 
son  General  Hospital  with  which  he  remained  until  near  the  close  of  the  war, 
rendering  such  efficient  service  that  he  won  the  admiration  of  his  superior 
officers  and  the  enlisted  men. 

After  his  army  experience  Doctor  Powell  returned  to  Chicago  and  began 
practicing  his  profession,  and  was  soon  appointed  professor  of  clinical  surg¬ 
ery  in  Rush  Medical  College,  nearly  all  the  clinical  work  being  done  at  that 
time  in  the  Cook  County  General  Hospital,  of  which  institution  Doctor  Pow¬ 
ell  was  one  of  the  surgeons  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  He  remained  in 
Chicago  in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession  until  failing  health  caused 
him  to  seek  the  pure  air  and  quietude  of  the  country,  and  in  the  fall  of  1888 
he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  purchased  a  farm  upon  which  he 
located  and  which  has  since  been  his  home.  Since  coming  to  this  county  he 
has  lived  an  uneventful  life,  but  his  ability  as  a  surgeon  and  practitioner  has 
been  known  and  recognized  by  medical  men  and  laymen  as  well  from  the  first ; 
however,  bis  attractive  home,  known  as  the  “Hazelwood  Farm,”  has  claimed 
the  major  part  of  his  attention,  everything  about  which  indicates  thrift  and 
that  a  gentleman  of  refined  tastes  has  its  management  in  hand,  having  lived 
practically  retired  ever  since  coming  here. 

Doctor  Powell  is  a  member  of  Thomas  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public,  at  Chicago,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  which  is  composed  of  officers  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps. 
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Fraternally  he  is  a  Mason,  having  attained  the  Knight  Templar  degree.  He 
was  master  of  Oriental  Lodge,  No.  33,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
in  the  years  from  1869  to  1875.  He  was  elected  to  the  thirty-third  degree 
of  the  Scottish  rite,  an  unusual  honor. 

Politically  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican,  but  has  not  been  active  in  party 
affairs.  For  proficiency  in  the  medical  department  of  the  army  he  was 
b revetted  lieutenant-colonel  and  colonel.  Religiously  he  belongs  to  St.  James 
Episcopal  church  of  Chicago.  He  has  made  several  European  trips  for  sur¬ 
gical  observation,  combining  business  and  pleasure.  Personally  he  is  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  culture  and  of  pleasing  address,  plain  and  unassuming,  neighborly 
and  generous. 


JAMES  R.  McMAHAN. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Nodaway  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  have, 
because  of  their  inherent  industry  and  their  upright  lives,  earned  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  the  entire  community,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  con¬ 
spicuous.  He  has,  by  indefatigable  efforts  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judg¬ 
ment,  attained  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  and  is  numbered  among  the 
successful  men  of  his  township. 

Mr.  McMahan  was  born  in  Macon  county,  Illinois,  in  1862,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Ella  (Behan)  McMahan.  The  McMahan  family  came 
originally  from  Ireland,  locating  in  an  early  day  in  New  York  state,  from 
which  locality  members  of  the  family  emigrated  to  other  states,  until  today 
this  name  is  to  be  found  throughout  the  Union.  John  McMahan  was  a  civil 
engineer  by  profession  and  was  employed  in  surveying  the  route  of  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad,  subsequently  settling  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  railroad  land,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  cleared.  After  residing  there 
many  years,  he,  in  1875,  moved  to  near  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  where  he  and  a 
son  owned  and  operated  land,  and  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  He  was 
the  father  of  eight  children.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Illinois  Home  Guards.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  but  a  strong  anti¬ 
slavery  man.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

James  R.  McMahan  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
state,  and  when  nineteen  years  old  he  came  West  to  Nodaway  county,  locating 
at  Bradyvillp.  At  that  time  the  only  railroad  in  this  section  of  the  state  was 
one  from  St.  Joseph  to  Hopkins,  and  after  his  arrival  here  Mr.  McMahan 
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was  employed  as  an  assistant  in  railroad  surveys,  being  also  employed  with  a 
bridge  gang,  his  railroad  employment  amounting  to  about  a  year.  He  then 
engaged  in  farming  and  ranch  work.  In  1884  he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he 
was  employed  on  farms,  and  in  1889  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought 
sixty-eight  acres  of  land  where  he  now  lives  in  Nodaway  township.  He  en¬ 
tered  actively  upon  the  work  of  improving  this  place  and  added  other  land  to  it, 
the  farm  now  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  acres  of  as  good  land 
as  can  be  found  in  that  locality.  When  he  entered  upon  this  land,  it  was 
mainly  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  brush  and  where  the  farm  buildings 
now  stand  there  was  then  a  heavy  growth  of  timber.  Thus  a  vast  amount  of 
hard  labor  was  required  to  get  the  place  into  shape  for  cultivation,  but  by  dint 
of  strenuous  and  indefatigable  labor  Mr.  McMahan  at  length  had  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  seeing  the  land  covered  with  growing  crops  and  began  to  realize 
the  results  of  his  efforts.  Besides  carrying  on  a  general  line  of  farming,  he 
has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding  of  good  horses  and  the  feed¬ 
ing  of  hogs  for  market,  in  both  of  which  lines  he  has  met  with  a  satisfactori- 
measure  of  success. 

In  1883  Mr.  McMahan  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  E.  McIntosh, 
and  the  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  James  R.,  Rosa  E.,  John 
F.  and  Eva  L.  Politically,  Mr.  McMahan  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican 
party  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  not  a  seeker 
after  public  office.  Religiously,  Mrs.  McMahan  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the  society.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McMahan  are  members  of  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  are 
deservedly  popular  among  their  acquaintances. 


J.  A.  CRAWFORD. 

One  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  village  of  Wilcox,  this  county,  is 
J.  A.  Crawford,  who.  after  a  long  life  of  unusual  activity  along  legitimate 
lines  which  resulted  in  the  attainment  of  abundant  success,  now  finds  himself 
in  his  declining  years  surrounded  by  the  evidences  of  past  years  of  thrift  and 
is  enjoying  the  comforts  of  retired  life,  which  he  certainly  deserves,  owing 
to  his  strenuous  career. 

The  history  of  this  interesting  family  may  be  traced  back  to  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century,  the  first  progenitor  of  the  family  having  come  to  America 
from  England  in  the  famous  “Mayflower,”  the  family  being  of  Scotch-Irish 
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descent.  The  paternal  great-grandfather  of  J.  A.  Crawford,  of  this  review, 
was  a  colonel  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  and  he  was  captured  near  San¬ 
dusky.  Ohio,  by  the  Indians,  who  burned  him  at  the  stake.  He  was  a  fearless 
man  and  a  brave  officer,  always  loyal  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his 
country.  Mr.  Johnson,  the  maternal  great-grandfather  of  J.  A.  Crawford, 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of 
one  hundred  and  two  years. 

J.  A.  Crawford  was  born  in  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1845,  the  son  of  Israel 
and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Crawford,  both  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  they 
were  reared,  educated  and  married  and  from  which  state  they  came  to  Zanes¬ 
ville,  Ohio,  in  1844.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  which  he  fol¬ 
lowed  in  his  earlier  years.  In  1868  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
locating  near  Graham  on  a  farm.  Before  leaving  Ohio  he  had  quit  shoe¬ 
making  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming  and  this  constituted  his  line  of 
endeavor  after  coming  to  Missouri.  He  purchased  a  place  containing  forty 
acres  and  there  lived  until  his  death.  His  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  still  living.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  when  a  young 
man,  later  turned  Republican  and  finally  went  back  to  the  Democratic  ranks. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  liberal  in  his  views  and  always 
active  in  religious  affairs. 

J.  A.  Crawford  was  educated  in  the  early  schools  of  his  native  commun¬ 
ity  in  Ohio,  and  when  a  mere  boy  he  began  farming,  which  he  continued  in 
his  home  country.  It  was  in  1876  that  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  locating  near  Graham,  but  since  1881  he  has  lived  near  Wilcox,  own¬ 
ing  a  well  improved  and  well  cultivated  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  has  carried  on  general  farming  very  successfully.  In  T905  he  retired  to 
Wilcox,  where  he  has  a  neat  and  cozy  home,  but  he  superintends  the  work  of 
his  farm  as  formerly. 

Mr.  Crawford  married,  in  1866,  Mary  J.  Reichelderfer,  who  was  born 
in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  and  to  this  union  the  following  children  have  been 
born  :  Alice  D.,  Laura  E.,  Joseph  E.,  Ida  M. ;  Everett  M.  died  when  twenty- 
four  years  old. 

With  a  military  ancestry  back  of  him  such  as  anyone  might  well  be 
proud  of.  it  is  not  strange  that  Mr.  Crawford  should  have  had  his  patriotic 
blood  aroused  during  the  great  rebellion,  and  he  made  an  effort  to  go  to  the 
front  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  hut  the  recruiting  officers  rejected  him  on  account 
of  an  insufficient  chest  expansion.  At  the  same  time  his  brother,  W.  E.  Craw¬ 
ford,  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  he  assisted  in  the  capture  of 
the  Confederate  General  Joe  Wheeler.  He  was  never  wounded  and  is  still 
living. 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


853 


Mr.  Crawford  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  on  the  township  board.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World.  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security,  the  American  Yeomen  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Rebekahs. 


LESTER  OAKLEY  STAPLES. 

One  of  the  progressive  and  deserving  young  agriculturists  of  Green 
township,  Nodaway  county,  is  Lester  Oakley  Staples,  who  was  born  in 
Atchison  county,  Missouri,  May  6,  1882,  and  is  the  son  of  Rudolph  Richmond 
and  Hannah  Isabel  (Fine)  Staples,  the  father  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1853, 
being  the  son  of  Abial  Richmond  and  Abigail  (Ward)  Staples.  Abigail 
Ward  was  a  relative  of  Montgomery  Ward,  the  famous  merchant  of  Chicago. 
When  Rudolph  Staples  was  about  two  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Nod¬ 
away  county,  Missouri,  making  the  trip  with  ox  teams  in  1855.  locating  below 
Hopkins  and  followed  farming,  and  there  Rudolph  grew  to  maturity  and 
lived  there  until  1876  when  he  and  Hannah  I.  Fine  were  married,  moving 
soon  afterwards  to  Atchison  county,  locating  on  nearly  a  straight  line  west 
of  Burlington  Junction.  Abial  Staple,  the  grandfather,  had  buried  a  sum  of 
money  in  Wisconsin,  before  coming  here,  knowing  that  it  would  be  unsafe 
to  bring  it  with  him,  having  the  family  to  protect  at  the  same  time.  He  after¬ 
wards  went  back  alone  on  horseback  and  got  it,  making  a  ride  there  and  back 
of  about  fourteen  hundred  miles. 

Hannah  Isabel  Fine  was  born  in  Indiana,  the  daughter  of  Harrison  and 
Elizabeth  (Emerich)  Fine.  The  Emerichs  were  in  partnership  with  the 
wealthy  Astor  family.  The  mother  of  Lester  O.  Staples  came  west  with  her 
parents  when  she  was  a  little  child,  the  family  locating  near  Hopkins,  this 
county,  then  moved  across  the  line  into  Iowa  where  Hannah  grew  to  maturity 
and  where  she  married  Rudolph  R.  Staples.  In  1876  they  moved  to  Atchison 
county  and  there  they  were  living  when  their  son,  Lester  O.,  was  born.  There 
the  father  now  owns  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  he  has 
been  very  successful.  Lester  O.  is  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  namely: 
Arvilla  Lavetta,  Weltha  Joanna,  Lester  Oakley,  of  this  review,  and  Rudolph 
Richmond,  Jr.  All  but  Lester  O.  are  living  at  home  with  their  parents  in 
Atchison  county;  however,  for  the  past  five  years  this  family  have  made  their 
home  in  Burlington  Junction,  though  still  operating  their  farm  in  Atchison 
county. 
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Lester  O.  Staples  grew  to  maturity  in  Atchison  county  on  the  home 
farm,  where  he  early  in  life  learned  the  various  phases  of  agriculture,  which 
he  has  adopted  as  his  life  work.  He  received  an  excellent  education  in  the 
high  school  and  college  at  Tarkio,  having  attended  school  there  for  a  period 
of  nine  years. 

On  December  28,  1904.  Mr.  Staples  married  Edna  Pearl  Smith,  daughter 
of  James  William  and  Adeline  (  Johnson)  Smith.  The  mother  is  a  sister  of 
Augustus  Johnson,  of  Quitman.  The  Smith  family  are  widely  known.  Her 
father  was  a  prominent  farmer  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Green  township 
for  many  years  and  he  is  now  a  well  known  resident  of  Burlington  Junction, 
having  been  a  man  of  influence  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Mrs.  Staples 
was  born  in  Green  township,  May  9,  1884,  and  there  she  attended  school  and 
received  a  good  text-book  training.  She  also  attended  Lawrence  University, 
at  Appleton,  Wisconsin.  For  a  year  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Staples  lived  on  his  father's  farm,  then  bought  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
in  Green  township,  six  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  Burlington  Junction, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  has  a  rich  and  productive  farm,  well  improved 
and  well  kept,  and  his  home  is  an  attractive  and  pleasant  one.  He  is  well 
equipped  for  carrying  on  general  farming  and,  judging  from  the  large  suc¬ 
cess  that  he  has  achieved  so  early  in  life,  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  future 
holds  in  store  for  him  much  of  good  and  promise. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples,  namely:  Harold 
Oakley,  born  September  10,  1906.  and  Donald  Wilfred,  born  November  27, 
1908,  died  January  8,  1910.  when  fourteen  months  old. 

Mr.  Staples  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  at  Burlington  Junction 
and  one  would  judge  from  his  daily  life  that  he  is  making  a  persistent  effort  to 
live  up  to  its  high  precepts,  since  his  conduct  among  his  fellowmen  is  that  of 
an  honest,  straightforward,  genteel  gentleman. 


BAILEY  K.  FERGUSON. 

Among  the  representative  farmers  and  stock  growers  of  Nodaway 
county  is  the  subject  of  this  review,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  highly  productive 
farm  in  Nodaway  township  and  who  is  carrying  on  his  business  with  that 
discretion  and  energy  which  always  make  for  definite  success. 

Bailey  K.  Ferguson  was  born  in  the  township  in  which  he  now  lives  on 
November  26,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  D.  B.  and  Luticia  Katherine  (Kinder) 
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Ferguson.  He  has  always  remained  on  the  home  farm  and  has  devoted  his 
life  to  the  science  of  agriculture.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  to  which  he  was  compelled  to  walk  several  miles.  In  his  boy¬ 
hood  there  were  only  two  houses  between  his  home  and  Maryville,  and  good 
roads  were  then  an  unknown  quantity.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical  and  up- 
to-date  farmer,  imbibed  with  progressive  ideas  and  keeping  in  touch  with  ad¬ 
vanced  thought  relative  to  husbandry.  He  has  not  specialized  along  any 
particular  line,  but  has  carried  on  a  general  line  of  farming,  raising  all  the 
crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country,  and  he  has  also  given  considerable 
attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  which  he  has  found  to  be  a  source  of  con¬ 
siderable  profit.  The  farm  is  well  improved  in  every  respect,  embracing  a 
comfortable  an.d  attractive  residence,  substantial  and  commodious  barns  and 
other  necessary  outbuildings,  while  everything  about  the  place  is  kept  in  the 
best  of  shape,  the  general  appearance  of  the  property  indicating  the  owner  to 
be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste. 

In  June,  1887,  Mr.  Ferguson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Minnie  Elizabeth 
Hainline,  who  was  born  near  Blandenville,  Illinois.  To  them  has  been  born 
a  son,  Chester  Allen,  who  remains  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ferguson  is  aligned  with  the  Democratic  party  and  takes 
a  commendable  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  though  he  is  not  in  any  sense 
a  seeker  after  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  office.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
everything  that  promises  to  benefit  the  community  in  any  way  and  his  support 
is  ever  given  to  every  worthy  cause.  Mrs.  Ferguson  is  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Christian  church,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  its  various  activities.  Mr. 
Ferguson  is  widely  known  throughout  this  section  of  the  county  and  enjoys  the 
high  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 

D.  B.  Ferguson,  father  of  the  subject,  was  born  in  Callaway  county, 
Missouri,  in  September,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Boas) 
Ferguson,  both  families  having  been  among  the  early  settlers  of  that  part  of 
the  state.  D.  B.  Ferguson  secured  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools, 
which  in  that  early  day  were  primitive  in  both  equipment  and  method.  He 
was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  followed  that  pursuit  throughout  life. 
In  April,  1855,  he  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  located  in  Nodaway  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  at  first  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon  which  he  at  once 
erected  buildings  and  entered  upon  the  task  of  improving  the  farm.  To  his 
original  farm  he  added  by  subsequent  purchases  until  his  holdings  amounted 
to  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  on  this  fine  farm  he  devoted  himself  to 
a  general  line  of  agriculture.  His  death  occurred  on  February  2,  1903. 

On  January  1,  1851.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  married  to  Luticia  Katherine 
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Kinder,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Kentucky,  the  daughter  of  James  P. 
and  Kittie  Ann  (Hudgens)  Kinder,  who  came  to  Johnson  county,  Missouri, 
in  1837,  being  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  that  county.  Subsequently 
they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
To  D.  B.  and  Luticia  Ferguson  were  born  the  following  children:  Tilitha 
Jane,  Mary  Eliza,  James  F.,  Kittie  Ann,  Luvantia  Elvira,  Thomas  Jefferson, 
Bailey  K.,  Maggie,  R.  P.,  Alice,  Charles  T.,  William  E.  and  Nettie. 

Politically  Mr.  Ferguson  was  a  stanch  Democrat  and  at  one  time  accept¬ 
ably  filled  the  office  of  school  director.  He  and  his  wife  were  faithful  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  church  and  because  of  the  rectitude  of  their  lives  they 
enjoyed  the  sincere  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them. 


W.  H.  NICHOLAS. 

How  true  and  comforting  that  life  is  measured  not  by  years  alone,  but 
rather  by  a  purpose  achieved,  by  noble  deeds  accredited  to  it.  How  often 
are  we  confronted,  when  a  loved  friend  answers  the  final  summons,  with  the 
question,  “Why  must  he  go  when  there  yet  remains  so  much  for  him  to  do, 
when  he  can  so  illy  be  spared?"  But  the  grim  reaper  heeds  not  and  we  are 
left  to  mourn  and  to  accept  submissively.  The  death  of  Mr.  Nicholas,  on  the 
16th  day  of  February,  1903,  removed  from  Nodaway  township  one  of  its 
strongest  characters,  a  man  who  through  the  years  of  his  residence  here  con¬ 
stantly  grew  in  the  estimation  of  those  who  knew  him  and  in  his  death  the 
community  suffered  a  distinct  loss. 

W.  H.  Nicholas  was  born  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  on  December  23, 
1845,  and  was  the  son  of  John  and  Nellie  (Graves)  Nicholas.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  who  removed  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day,  settling 
in  Vinton  county.  About  1848  they  removed  to  Stark  county,  Illinois,  locat¬ 
ing  near  Wyoming,  where  they  carried  on  farming  pursuits.  They  remained 
there  until  1876,  when  they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  the  subject  and  his 
wife  coming  with  them.  Together  they  bought  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres 
of  land,  where  Mrs.  Nicholas  now  lives,  and  there  the  parents  spent  the  rest 
of  their  days,  they  being  now  buried  at  Burlington  Junction.  The  parents 
also  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  across  the  road  from  the  home  farm, 
of  which  they  gave  to  their  son  Leonard  eighty  acres.  They  had  also  owned 
several  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Illinois.  They  were  good  farmers  and  gave 
considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  good  livestock.  The  subject  of  this 
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sketch  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  remained  with  them  after  his  marriage, 
coming,  as  has  been  said,  with  them  to  this  county.  He  had  secured  a  good 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  was  an  intelligent  and  well-read  man. 
He  became  a  successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  was  numbered  among 
the  leading  farmers  of  his  township.  On  February  23,  1865,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  Seventh  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
served  one  year. 

On  September  18,  1870,  Mr.  Nicholas  married  Sarah  Darby,  who  was 
born  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  March  13,  1853,  the  daughter  of  Britton  and 
Nancy  (Graves)  Darby.  The  father  was  probably  born  in  North  Carolina 
and  died  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio.  He  was  a  successful  farmer  and  was  a 
veteran  of  the  Mexican  war.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  were  born  the 
following  children:  Nettie  Belle,  born  February  17,  1871;  Elmer  Layton, 
born  August  7,  1872,  died  in  1876;  Pearl  Day,  born  July  27,  1874;  Charles, 
born  March  14,  1876;  Anna,  born  August  23,  1878;  Allie,  born  September  15, 
1880;  Zella  May,  born  February  28,  1883  ;  Lima,  born  May  24,  1885?  Fred, 
born  May  10,  1887;  Harry,  born  July  27,  1889;  Gertrude  Myrtle,  born  Feb¬ 
ruary  15,  1893;  Nellie  Ethel,  born  October  25,  1895,  died  February  7,  1897. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Nicholas  was  an  appreciative  member  of  the  time-hon¬ 
ored  order  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  many  years  and  in  his 
life  he  exemplified  the  sublime  principles  of  that  beneficent  order.  His  re¬ 
ligious  membership  was  with  the  United  Brethren  church,  to  which  he  gave 
liberally  and  in  the  success  of  which  he  was  deeply  interested.  Possessing  a 
genial  disposition  and  always  on  the  alert  to  be  of  service  to  others,  especially 
those  of  his  own  household,  he  lacked  not  for  friends  and  his  home  was  the 
center  of  a  large  social  circle.  He  was  one  of  God’s  noblemen  and  was 
eminently  deserving  of  the  high  opinion  in  which  he  was  generally  held. 


VIRGIL  A.  GUTHRIE. 

Specific  mention  is  made  of  many  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Nodaway 
county  within  the  pages  of  this  work,  citizens  who  have  figured  in  the  growth 
and  development  of  this  favored  locality  and  whose  interests  have  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  its  every  phase  of  progress,  each  contributing  in  his  sphere  of  action 
to  the  well-being  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides  and  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  its  normal  and  legitimate  growth.  Among  this  number  is  he  whose 
name  appears  above,  peculiar  interest  attaching  to  his  career  from  the  fact 
that  practically  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  within  the  borders  of  this  county. 
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V.  A.  Guthrie  was  born  on  January  21,  1855,  four  miles  east  of  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction,  in  Nodaway  township,  but  then  a  part  of  Atchison  township. 
He  is  descended  on  the  paternal  side  from  sturdy  Kentucky  ancestry,  his 
grandparents,  James  and  Margaret  (Phillips)  Guthrie,  having  been  natives 
of  that  state.  In  a  very  early  day  they  came  to  Missouri,  settling  in  either 
Monitor  or  Boone  county,  later  locating  in  Platte  county,  where  the  father 
devoted  himself  to  the  improvement  of  land  and  its  cultivation.  James  Guth¬ 
rie  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  highly  respected  wherever 
known.  He  and  his  wife  eventually  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  where  their 
deaths  occurred.  The  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was  Joseph  McKay, 
who  in  an  early  day  brought  his  wife  to  Missouri,  locating  in  Monitor  county, 
where  he  followed  farming  and  where  his  death  eventually  occurred.  The 
subject’s  parents  were  Samuel  F.  and  Allie  Ann  (McKay)  Guthrie,  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Missouri,  on  March  20,  1822,  and 
the  latter  in  Monitor  county  on  January  4,  1832.  The  father  died  on  March 
2,  1906.  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  living  at  Lovel,  Oklahoma. 
Samuel  F.  Guthrie  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was  reared  to  the 
life  of  a  farmer,  which  was  his  occupation  mainly  throughout  his  life.  For 
some  years  he  was  located  in  Buchanan  county,  this  state,  but  in  1853  he 
bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  that  on  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born,  and  moved  onto  it  the  following  year.  The  place  contained 
but  few  improvements,  the  house  being  a  rude  log  cabin.  On  this  place  the 
family  lived  until  1892,  when  the  parents  moved  to  Oklahoma,  where  the 
father  operated  a  farm  until  about  three  years  prior  to  his  death,  when  he  re¬ 
tired  from  active  labor  and  moved  to  the  town  of  Lovel.  In  politics  he  was 
an  ardent  Democrat  and  at  one  time  served  a  term  of  four  years-  as  county 
judge,  giving  eminent  satisfaction  because  of  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  and 
the  soundness  of  his  judgment.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  for 
the  long  period  of  sixty  years  and  was  a  charter  member  of  three  lodges  in 
Nodaway  county:  Lodge  No.  165,  at  Maryville,  Lodge  No.  196,  at  Ouitman, 
and  Lodge  No.  442,  at  Burlington  Junction.  His  religious  membership  was 
with  the  Baptist  church,  to  which  he  gave  an  earnest  and  consistent  support. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  which  number  three 
died  early  in  life:  the  others,  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  are  living. 

V.  A.  Guthrie  is  indebted  to  the  public  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood 
for  his  education,  which  has  been  liberally  supplemented  during  the  subsequent 
years  by  much  reading  and  habits  of  close  observation,  so  that  today  he  is 
considered  a  well  informed  man  on  general  topics.  Mr.  Guthrie  remained 
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with  his  parents  until  twenty-nine  years  old,  when  he  was  married  and  at 
once  went  to  farming  on  his  own  account  on  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  had 
purchased  four  miles  east  of  Burlington  Junction.  He  operated  this  land 
with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  until  1892,  when  he  bought  ninety  acres 
of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Nodaway  township,  and  there  he  assiduously 
devoted  himself  to  general  farming  operations  until  1907,  at  which  date  he 
moved  to  Wilcox,  where  he  has  since  resided,  though  he  still  retains  an  active 
supervision  of  his  farming  operations.  Mr.  Guthrie  has  given  thoughtful 
and  intelligent  direction  to  all  his  operations  and  has  kept  closely  in  touch 
with  the  most  advanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  agriculture,  so  that  he 
has  been  able  to  realize  large  results  from  his  operations,  being  numbered 
among  the  successful  farmers  of  his  section  of  the  county. 

In  1884  Mr.  Guthrie  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ella  M.  Vert,  daughter  of 
Jacob  D.  Vert,  of  Wilcox,  and  to  them  has  been  born  a  son,  Glenn  Vert 
Guthrie,  who  was  born  on  March  12,  1893.  Politically,  Mr.  Guthrie  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  and  has  rendered  efficient  and  satisfactory  service  as  trustee 
of  his  township  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  while 
he,  with  his  wife,  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South,  to  which 
he  gives  a  generous  support.  His  life  has  been  characterized  by  persistent 
industry,  sound  judgment  and  stern  integrity,  characteristics  which  have  won 
for  him  the  sincere  respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community,  he  being  a 
popular  member  of  the  circles  in  which  he  moves. 

Jacob  D.  Vert,  father  of  Mrs.  Guthrie,  owned  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
adjoining  Wilcox,  where  he  had  resided  about  thirty-five  years.  He  died  on 
February  1-3,  1909.  and  his  wife  died  July  11,  1906. 


C.  C.  HAINLINE. 

One  of  the  enterprising  and  successful  citizens  of  the  vicinity  of  Wilcox, 
Nodaway  county,  is  C.  C.  Hainline,  who,  although  a  native  of  the  Prairie 
state,  is  a  loyal  citizen  of  Missouri,  taking  an  interest  in  whatever  promotes 
the  general  good  of  his  adopted  state.  He  was  born  in  McDonough  county, 
Illinois,  in  1849,  an(l  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Hale)  Hainline, 
natives  of  Kentucky,  who,  in  about  1835,  came  as  pioneers  to  Illinois,  buying 
two  hundred  acres  of  raw  land.  On  this  Mr.  Hainline  put  on  extensive  im¬ 
provements  as  the  years  went  by,  eventually  having  a  fine  farm  which  he  man- 
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aged  successfully,  and  on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
1865.  A  Republican,  he  took  an  active  interest  in  party  affairs.  His  family 
consisted  of  six  children. 

C.  C.  Hainline  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  where  he  assisted  with  the 
general  work  and  received  a  fairly  good  education  in  the  home  schools.  He 
remained  at  home  until  1870  when  he  came  to  Laurence.  Missouri,  and  in 
1871  located  in  Nodaway  county,  between  Burlington  Junction  and  Wilcox, 
buying  an  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  on  which  he  lived  about  six  years, 
then  moved  to  a  place  near  Wilcox,  buying  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  being  the  possessor  of  a  well  improved  and  very 
productive  farm.  He  also  owns  a  few  town  lots.  He  has  proved  his  taste 
and  ability  as  a  farmer  as  is  evidenced  through  the  splendid  appearance  of  his 
place  today  compared  with  its  condition  when  he  took  possession  of  it.  He 
has  always  carried  on  general  farming.  In  1901  he  bought  out  the  general 
store  at  Wilcox  and  successfully  operated  the  same  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
building  up  a  very  satisfactory  trade  with  the  surrounding  country,  selling 
out  in  1908  to  J.  B.  Nunnelley. 

Although  Mr.  Hainline  has  been  postmaster  of  Wilcox  since  1901,  hav¬ 
ing  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  this  capacity,  he  oversees  the  work  of 
his  farm,  keeping  things  moving  in  the  right  direction. 

In  the  year  1868  Mr.  Hainline  married  Frances  Shaffer,  and  this  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Minnie.  Arthur  (deceased), 
Frederick,  Nathan  (deceased  )  and  Ida.  This  family  belongs  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  South.  Politically  Mr.  Hainline  is  a  Republican;  he  was 
township  trustee  for  four  years  and  assessor  for  eight  years,  and  he  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  past  two  years.  He  has  taken  the  census  twice. 
He  has  long  been  active  in  the  local  affairs  of  his  party  and  in  all  public  posi¬ 
tions  he  has  been  called  upon  to  fill  he  has  discharged  his  duties  in  a  most 
worthy  manner  and  has  the  confidence  and  approval  of  all  his  constituents 
and  acquaintances. 


ELIJAH  THOMAS  BAILEY. 

The  trend  of  civilization  in  the  Lmited  States  has,  from  the  beginning 
of  statehood,  been  ever  toward  the  West.  Gradually  from  state  to  state  the 
advanced  guard  has  thrown  out  its  lines  until  now  the  major  part  of  the 
available  agricultural  land  has  been  appropriated.  Thus  it  is  a  rare  thing  to 
observe  men  born  in  some  western  state  migrating  in  the  other  direction,  to- 
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ward  the  East,  blit  that  is  what  occurred  in  the  career  of  Elijah  Thomas 
Bailey,  of  the  vicinity  of  Elmo,  Nodaway  county,  for  he  was  born  in  Leaven¬ 
worth  county,  Kansas,  August  6,  1867,  and  is  the  son  of  James  M.  and  Mary 
Ann  (Cravens)  Bailey,  the  former  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  there 
April  1,  1837,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Lexington,  Missouri.  James  M. 
Bailey  emigrated  to  Platte  county,  Missouri,  with  his  parents.  He  later  came 
to  Nodaway  county,  where  he  spent  some  time,  then  went  to  Kansas  and  in 
1874  returned  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  he  is  now  residing,  his 
wife  having  died  in  Leavenworth  county,  Kansas,  in  1872.  Their  family 
consisted  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  now  living  but  one  son.  The 
second  wife  of  James  M.  Bailey  was  Matilda  A.  Jones  and  to  this  union  six 
children  have  been  born,  all  living  but  one.  Politically  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  has  been 
very  successful  as  a  farmer. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  one  of  the  defenders  of  the  national  Union  during  the 
Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Thirty-sixth  Missouri  Cavalry,  in 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  with  a  very  creditable  record.  He 
is  a  member  of  Post  No.  162,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  department  of 
Missouri. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Elijah  T.  Bailey  were  Joel  and  Nancy 
(  Kerley)  Bailey,  the  former  born  in  Georgia  and  the  latter  in  North  Carolina. 
They  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  the  fifties.  Grandfather  Bailey 
died  in  Leavenworth  county,  Kansas,  and  the  grandmother  in  Andrew  county, 
Missouri.  William  Tecumseh  Bailey,  a  brother  of  Elijah  T.  Bailey,  served 
seventeen  years  in  the  United  States  army,  his  death  occurring  while  stationed 
at  Manila,  Philippine  Islands.  Another  brother,  Edward  R.  Bailey,  served 
three  years  in  the  regular  army,  a  part  of  which  time  was  spent  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  and  a  nephew  of  the  subject,  William  Bailey,  is  now  in  the  United  States 
army  and  in  the  islands  mentioned  above. 

Elijah  T.  Bailey  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Nodaway  county,  and  he  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming  pursuits 
and  has  achieved  a  large  measure  of  success,  being  the  owner  of  a  very  valu¬ 
able  place  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  all  of  which  he  has 
accumulated  by  his  own  industry  and  good  management.  Besides  engaging 
in  general  farming,  he  raises  and  feeds  a  great  deal  of  stock,  which  finds  a 
ready  market  owing  to  their  unusual  fine  quality.  He  has  a  well-improved 
place,  a  very  comfortable  dwelling  and  good  outbuildings  for  his  stock  and 
grain. 

Politically.  Air.  Bailey  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  held  public 
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office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Canady  Lodge,  Xo.  329,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  Airs.  Bailey  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married  on  March  15,  1893,  to  Clara  A.  Bain,  who  was 
born  in  Nodaway  county  in  1874,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Clarisa  Jane 
(Hardy)  Bain,  the  latter  born  in  Page  county,  Iowa.  They  came  to  Nod¬ 
away  county,  Alissouri,  about  1870,  and  there  they  both  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  three  children  have  been  born,  namely  : 
Elijah  Dale,  Glen  Monroe  and  Donald  Raymond. 


PATRICK  CUMMINS. 

It  is  no  doubt  true  that  Ireland,  of  all  countries  of  the  world,  has  sent 
more  emigrants  in  proportion  to  population  to  the  United  States  than  any 
other  country,  and  the  reason  is  well  known.  For  hundreds  of  years  the 
Emerald  Isle  has  been  denied  many  valuable  rights  and  privileges  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  pride  and  honor  of  the  people  were  ground  into  the  dust. 
They  could  avoid  this  only  by  leaving  the  island,  much  as  they  loved  it, 
and  accordingly  thousands  of  them,  as  the  years  rolled  round,  have  crossed 
the  wide  Atlantic  to  find  a  home  of  greater  freedom  in  America.  In  every 
state  they  have  settled  and  built  up  comfortable  homes,  have  been  among 
our  most  successful  farmers,  business  and  professional  men,  and  today  they 
occupy  many  of  the  proudest  positions  within  the  gift  of  the  people.  Among 
the  sons  of. the  Emerald  Isle  who  have  become  identified  with  American  insti¬ 
tutions  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  numbered  among  the  successful 
agriculturists  of  Nodaway  county. 

Patrick  Cummins  was  born  in  Callan,  Ireland,  in  1840,  and  is  a  son  of 
Thomas  and  Honora  (Whalan)  Cummins,  who  were  born,  reared,  married 
and  died  in  their  native  land.  The  subject  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
his  native  locality  and  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-five  years  he  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  brother,  going- 
first  to  Ohio,  but  the  following  year  moving  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  the 
following  four  years  engaged  in  farming.  In  1870  Air.  Cummins  came  to 
Nodaway  county  and  bought  the  farm  in  Nodaway  township  on  which  he 
now  resides.  This  farm  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  has 
been  added  to  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
and  returning  to  Mr.  Cummins  a  nice  annual  income.  He  gives  his  personal 
attention  to  everv  detail  of  the  farm  work  and  has  scored  a  distinct  success 
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in  his  line  of  effort.  In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  Cummins  also  gives 
some  attention  to  stock  raising  and  feeding.  The  property  is  well  improved, 
with  a  comfortable  and  well-arranged  residence,  substantial  barns  and  other 
necessary  farm  buildings,  the  general  appearance  of  the  place  being  inviting 
to  the  eye. 

In  1878  Mr.  Cummins  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ann  Ryan,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  of  Irish  descent,  who  came  to  Nodaway  county  with  her 
parents  in  an  early  day.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cummins  have  been  born  the 
following  children :  John  Thomas  Benedict,  Alary  Clare,  Honora  Gertrude, 
Francis  Edward,  Katie  Ellen,  William  P.  (deceased),  James  Emmett,  Simon 
Leander,  William  Patrick,  Julian  Joseph,  Gerald,  Agnes  C.  and  Elizabeth. 

Religiously,  Air.  Cummins  and  the  members  of  his  family  belong  to 
the  Catholic  church,  to  which  they  give  a  devout  allegiance.  Politically, 
Mr.  Cummins  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 

John  P.  Ryan,  father  of  Mrs.  Cummins,  was  born  in  county  Limerick, 
Ireland,  and  came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  first  in  Alassachusetts.  In 
1858  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  three  miles  west  of 
Quitman,  where  he  engaged  in  the  blacksmithing  business,  wrhich  he  fol¬ 
lowed  continuously  until  he  retired  from  active  labor,  he  having  been  the 
first  blacksmith  in  that  part  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  and  is  highly  respected  in  his  community. 

Mr.  Cummins  has  proved  a  worthy  citizen  of  this  great  republic  and 
has  given  his  support  at  all  times  to  such  movements  as  promise  to  benefit  the 
entire  people.  He  is  broad-minded  and  intelligent  and  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  men  of  his  community. 


WILLIAM  AIcNEAL. 

No  citizen  of  a  past  generation  in  Hughes  township  had  more  friends 
or  will  be  longer  remembered  than  the  late  William  AIcNeal,  who.  after  a 
very  active,  useful  and  successful  life,  has  gone  to  that  sphere  where  there 
is  no  death  nor  change,  leaving  behind  him  a  comfortable  inheritance  for  his 
family  and  what  is  more  to  be  desired — a  good  name.  He  was  a  Pennsyl¬ 
vanian  by  birth,  having  been  born  in  Huntington  county,  July  6.  1829,  and 
there  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and  Alargaret 
(Gibson)  McNeal,  both  natives  of  Ireland.  William  AIcNeal  was  married  in 
Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  November  25,  1852.  to  Elizabeth 
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Rickets,  who  was  born  in  that  place,  on  May  8.  1836;  she  is  the  daughter  of 
Nathan  and  Maria  (McGiffin)  Rickets,  both  natives  of  Huntington  county. 
They  left  Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  October, 
1867.  and  for  a  few  months  lived  in  Hughes  township  and  then  settled  about 
two  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Maryville,  in  Polk  township,  where  they 
died,  she  being  in  her  seventy-eighth  year  and  he  in  his  eighty-eighth.  Mrs. 
McNeal  was  one  of  the  older  members  of  a  family  of  eight  children.  She 
was  reared  in  her  home  community  and  received  a  very  good  education  in  the 
common  schools. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McNeal  five  children  were  born,  namely:  Henrietta; 
Walter;  Flora  is  the  wife  of  Michael  McQuade,  of  White  Cloud  township, 
this  county;  Anna  B.  is  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Connor,  of  Nodaway  county;  Grace 
is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Allen,  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri. 

William  McNeal  owned  eighty  acres  of  good  land  in  Hughes  township, 
which  he  improved.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  made  a  very  comfortable 
living  for  his  family.  His  death  occurred  on  this  place,  January  10,  1893. 

Henrietta  McNeal  is  an  old  teacher,  formerly  prominent  in  educational 
affairs  for  many  years,  having  taught  four  years  in  Montana  and  twenty- 
four  years  in  Nodaway  county. 

Mrs.  William  McNeal  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and, 
like  her  husband  during  his  lifetime  here,  has  hosts  of  warm  personal  friends. 
She  lives  with  her  daughter  on  the  old  homestead,  being  now  seventy-four 
years  old. 


LEANDER  E.  CARPENTER. 

The  efforts  of  Leander  E.  Carpenter,  the  present  popular  county  re¬ 
corder  of  Nodaway  county,  have  proven  of  the  greatest  value  to  his  fellow- 
citizens  as  well  as  to  himself  and  family,  for  he  has  shaped  his  career  along 
worthy  lines,  and  they  have  been  discerningly  directed  along  well  defined 
channels  of  endeavor.  He  is  a  man  of  distinct  and  forceful  individuality, 
of  marked  foresight,  of  undaunted  enterprise,  and  in  manner  he  is  genial, 
courteous  and  easily  approached,  being  thus  well  qualified  in  every  way  for 
the  position  of  trust  which  he  now  holds.  His  career  has  ever  been  such 
as  to  warrant  the  trust  and  confidence  of  the  business  world,  his  activity  in 
industrial,  agricultural  and  political  circles  forming  no  unimportant  chapter 
in  the  history  of  his  locality;  but  he  is  entirely  unassuming  and  does  not 
deign  to  maintain  that  he  is  one  of  the  local  history  makers. 
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Mr.  Carpenter's  family  has  long  been  prominent  in  western  Nodaway 
county,  where,  on  the  paternal  farm  in  Green  township,  his  birth  occurred 
on  January  13,  1864.  He  is  the  grandson  of  John  Carpenter  and  the  son  of 
Fleming  M.  Carpenter,  the  latter  a  native  of  Kentucky  where  he  grew  to 
maturity  and  received  his  early  schooling.  Leaving  his  native  blue  grass 
hills  in  the  spring  of  1857,  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  settled 
in  Green  township  where  he  soon  got  a  good  start,  developed  an  excellent 
farm  and  remained  on  it  until  his  death,  on  September  22,  1876,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-four  years,  having  been  born  in  1822,  near  Flemingsburg,  Fleming 
county,  Kentucky,  of  an  excellent  old  family.  He  was  a  prominent  Mason 
and  was  master  of  the  lodge  at  Quitman,  this  county,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Religiously  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South  and 
a  good  and  useful  man  in  his  community,  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him. 

The  Carpenter  family  is  of  Irish  descent  on  the  paternal  side  and 
Scotch  on  the  maternal  side.  The  wife  of  Fleming  M.  Carpenter  was  known 
in  her  maidenhood  as  Kate  Weedon,  born  at  Manassas,  Virginia,  where  her 
family  were  long  prominently  identified  with  the  life  of  that  locality.  She 
was  born  in  1833  and  her  death  occurred  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years. 
She  came  to  Kentucky  in  her  youth  and  married  there,  a  year  after  which 
event  she  accompanied  Mr.  Carpenter  to  Putnam  county,  Indiana.  Three 
children  were  born  to  them,  Dora  (deceased),  Leander  E.,  of  this  review, 
and  Wrae,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

Leander  E.  Carpenter  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  and  there  lived 
until  January  1,  1907,  beginning  work  about  the  place  and  thus  early  in  life 
became  familiar  with  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  made  his  principal 
vocation  all  his  life.  He  received  a  good  common  school  education  and  later 
attended  Central  College  at  Fayette,  Missouri,  for  five  years,  where  he  made 
a  splendid  record  and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy.  After 
leaving  college  he  took  up  farming  in  Green  township  on  the  paternal  acres, 
which  he  followed  continuously  and  very  successfully  until  he  was  elected  re¬ 
corder  of  Nodaway  county  in  the  fall  of  1906,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  his 
term  lasting  for  a  period  of  four  years.  He  had  long  been  locally  prominent 
in  his  party  and  prior  to  this  selection  for  recorder  he  was,  for  twro  terms,  a 
member  of  the  township  board  of  Green  township;  he  also  very  ably  served 
as  clerk  and  ex-officio  assessor  of  this  township.  His  public  record  has  been 
one  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  married  August  17,  1886.  to  Mary  LeMar,  daughter 
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of  J.  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Terhune)  LeMar,  an  honored  family  of  Lincoln 
township,  Nodaway  county,  where  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  born,  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  Dora,  Winifred 
Lee,  Fleming  M.,  Catherine  Elizabeth,  Lillian  Olive  and  Mary  Weedon. 

Mr.  Carpenter  still  maintains  an  active  interest  in  farming,  owning  a 
good  farm  in  Lincoln  township,  also  one  of  no  less  desirability  in  Jackson 
township,  each  being  well  improved  and  well  managed. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter  are  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  of  which 
Mr.  Carpenter  is  trustee.  He  is  a  great  lodge  man,  belonging  to  the  local 
lodges  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Masons  and 
Modern  Woodmen.  He  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  pride  in  the  development 
of  his  county  and  played  no  unimportant  role  in  its  general  progress,  having 
lived  to  see  it  transformed  from  a  sparsely  settled  and  uncultivated  locality 
to  one  of  the  very  best  counties  in  the  great  empire  state  of  the  West. 


ERNEST  BOYER. 

The  life  of  Mr.  Boyer  has  been  one  of  unceasing  industry  and  perse¬ 
verance,  and  the  systematic  and  honorable  methods  which  he  has  followed 
have  won  for  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  of  Nod¬ 
away  county.  Ernest  Boyer  was  born  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  in  July, 
1864,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Llarriett  (Schieffer)  Boyer,  the  former  a 
native  of  Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  southern  Ohio. 
David  Boyer  was  born  on  November  13,  1831,  and  was  a  son  of  John  and 
Margaret  (Shontz)  Boyer,  natives  of  Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  the  father  followed  blacksmithing  from  boyhood.  He  remained  there 
until  1835,  when  he  removed  to  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  and  there  continued 
to  work  at  his  trade.  From  there  he  moved  in  1851  to  Williams  county, 
the  same  state,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1888,  his  wife  having  died  in 
1883.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  of  which  number  twelve 
grew  to  years  of  maturity.  David  Boyer  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ashland  and  Williams  counties,  Ohio. 
Lie  later  engaged  in  teaching  school  to  a  limited  extent,  and  eventually  took 
up  farming  in  Williams  county,  where  he  had  bought  eighty  acres  of  good 
land.  Subsequently  he  traded  that  for  sixty  acres  of  land  more  highly 
improved,  which  he  operated  until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to 
Missouri,  locating  in  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway  county,  where  he  bought 
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eighty  acres  of  land.  He  still  owns  this  land,  though  he  has  retired  from 
active  labor  and  is  now  living  retired  in  the  attractive  little  city  of  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction,  to  which  he  removed  in  1899.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  while  living  in  Ohio  was  several  times  chosen  to  fill  official  positions, 
serving  as  township  assessor  four  years,  justice  of  the  peace  six  years  and 
township  trustee.  Religiously,  he  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  In  October,  1855,  Mr.  Boyer  married  Plarriett  Schieffer, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children :  Ida  Alice,  of  Los  Angeles, 
California;  Herman  Henry,  of  Pensacola,  Florida;  Mary  Margaret,  of  Ver¬ 
non  City,  Missouri;  Bertha  Rebecca,  of  Long  Beach,  California;  Ernest, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Edith,  who  lives  near  Elmo,  Missouri; 
John  T.,  of  Nodaway  township,  this  county;  Adeline  Elizabeth,  who  lives 
south  of  Burlington  Junction;  Silas  D.,  who  lives  on  the  home  farm;  Ger¬ 
ald,  of  this  county;  Amy,  of  Burlington  Junction;  Lestie,  of  Howell  county, 
Missouri.  This  large  family  circle  has  never  been  broken  by  the  hand  of 
death,  and  all  of  the  children  are  occupying  honored  and  respected  posi¬ 
tions  in  life. 

Ernest  Boyer  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  is  indebted  to  the 
common  schools  for  his  education.  On  attaining  mature  years  he  took  up 
farming  in  his  native  state,  remaining  the  most  of  the  time  with  his  father. 
In  March,  1889,  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  in  Lincoln 
township,  where  he  was  engaged  in  raising  corn  for  Judge  Enos  East  for 
one  year.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  two  miles  south  of  Elmo, 
which  he  operated  two  years  and  then  sold  this  place  and  bought  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  acres  of  land  situated  five  miles  east  of  Bradvville,  to  which 
he  subsequently  added  eighty  acres  more.  He  remained  there  until  1905, 
when  he  changed  his  base  of  operations  to  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  located  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Burlington  Junction.  In 
1907  he  bought  eighty  acres  known  as  the  Bert  Kester  place,  which  he 
sold  in  August  of  the  same  year.  He  then  bought  the  William  Davis  farm 
of  eighty  acres  adjoining  his  farm  at  Burlington  Junction,  making  his  total 
holdings  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  energetically  applied  himself  to 
the  tilling  of  the  soil  until  1908,  when  he  bought  good  residence  property 
in  Burlington  Junction  and  has  since  resided  there,  in  order  to  provide  his 
children  with  superior  school  privileges.  In  addition  to  the  general  farm 
work  which  he  has  carried  on,  Mr.  Boyer  has  also  given  much  attention 
to  the  feeding  of  livestock  for  the  market,  and  is  now  extensively  engaged 
in  the  buying  and  shipping  of  stock,  in  which  he  is  quite  successful,  being 
a  good  judge  of  animals  on  the  hoof. 


868 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


In  1886  Mr.  Boyer  was  married  to  Hannah  Maltby,  who  was  a  native 
of  England,  being  at  the  age  of  three  years  brought  to  America  by  her 
parents,  who  located  in  Williams  county,  Ohio,  where  she  grew  to  woman¬ 
hood.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyer  have  been  born  the  following  children :  Ray 
Herman,  who  is  a  farmer  east  of  Burlington  Junction,  married  Elma  Nich¬ 
olas,  and  they  have  one  child,  Ralph  Nicholas;  Bertha  R.,  Harry  B.,  Ruth 
E.,  Dewey  Ernest  and  Beatrice  M.,  who  remain  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Politically,  Mr.  Boyer  renders  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  gives  his  unreserved  support  to  every  movement  having  for 
its  object  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  entire  community.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  sound  views  on  public  questions  and  is  considered  a  man 
of  good  judgment  and  excellent  discrimination.  Because  of  his  estimable 
qualities  he  is  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  community. 


O.  F.  WILSON. 

Each  man  who  strives  to  fulfill  his  mission  in  life  is  deserving  of  recog¬ 
nition,  whatever  may  be  his  field  of  endeavor,  and  it  is  the  function  of  works 
of  this  nature  to  perpetuate  for  future  generations  an  authentic  record  con¬ 
cerning  those  represented  in  its  pages  whose  lives  are  worthy  of  emulation, 
like  that  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

O.  F.  Wilson  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  having  first  seen  the  light 
of  day  in  Bremer  county  in  i860.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  E.  and  Elizabeth 
(McElroy)  Wilson,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  Ohio,  but  who  in  an  early 
day  removed  from  that  state  to  Illinois,  subsequently  removing  to  Bremer 
county.  Iowa,  where  the  father  successfully  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits. 
I11  the  spring  of  1866  the  family  came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  near 
where  now  stands  the  thriving  town  of  Burlington  Junction.  Buying  a  tract 
of  land,  the  father  there  carried  on  farming  operations  until  seven  or  eight 
years  ago,  and  then  retired  from  active  labor.  He  was  energetic  and  progres¬ 
sive  and  at  one  time  operated  nine  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  gave 
his  entire  attention,  carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock  feeding. 

To  J.  E.  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  four  are 
living.  Politically.  Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Democrat.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  apprecia¬ 
tive  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

O.  F.  Wilson  was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead  and  secured  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  supplementing  this  by  attendance 
at  the  Maryville  Academy,  under  Prof.  A.  D.  Workman.  During  the  fol- 
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lowing  three  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  in  which  he  was  suc¬ 
cessful,  but  he  wisely  concluded  that  the  life  of  a  farmer  offered  better  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  a  young  man  of  energy  and  ambition,  and  he  took  up  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  home  farm.  He  now  operates  about  six  hundred  acres  of  his  own 
in  partnership  with  his  father,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  feeding  of  stock, 
meeting  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  in  both  lines  of  effort.  In  1904 
Mr.  Wilson  removed  to  the  town  of  Burlington  Junction,  where  he  is  now 
residing,  though  still  giving  due  attention  to  his  landed  interests.  He  has 
been  thoroughly  practical  and  up-to-date  in  his  methods  and  has  kept  closely 
in  touch  with  the  most  advanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  husbandry, 
being  considered  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  his  section  of  the  county. 

In  1892  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Ada 
B.  Kester,  formerly  of  Marcellus,  Michigan,  and  they  have  become  the  par¬ 
ents  of  one  son,  Harry  Turner. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Wilson  is  in  accord  with  the  platform  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  trend  of  current  public 
affairs,  though  not  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  the  degrees  of  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  Knight  Templar  in  the  York  rite,  being  also  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is  also  identified 
with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  personality,  makes  friends  easily,  and 
is  esteemed  highly  by  all  who  know  him. 


CHARLES  D.  CALDWELL. 

Among  the  up-to-date  farmers  of  Nodaway  county,  who  are  carrying  on 
diversified  farming  in  a  successful  manner  and  at  the  same  time  more  firmly 
establishing  a  reputation  for  honorable  living  among  his  neighbors,  is  Charles 
D.  Caldwell,  who  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  February  4,  1857,  the  son 
of  Edwin  and  Martha  J.  (Davis)  Caldwell,  both  born  in  Ross  county,  Ohio. 
The  paternal  grandparents,  Smiley  and  Anna  Eve  (Ritenour)  Caldwell,  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  the  former  born  in  1805 
and  the  latter  in  1792,  Mrs.  Caldwell  coming  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  an 
early  day.  The  maternal  grandparents,  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Strong)  Davis, 
were  both  reared  in  Ohio,  from  which  state  they  moved  to  Missouri  in  1859, 
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locating  on  a  farm  where  Burlington  Junction  now  stands.  Later,  Mr.  Davis 
sold  this  farm  to  Edwin  Caldwell  and  Wm.  H.  Davis,  the  former  the  father 
of  Charles  D.  of  this  review.  The  subject  later  bought  the  place  and,  together 
with  William  H.  Davis,  laid  out  the  town  of  Burlington  Junction. 

Mr.  Caldwell  was  educated  in  Ohio,  attending  the  common  schools  in  his 
native  vicinity  and  later  attended  Ohio  Wesleyan  College,  receiving  a  good 
education ;  he  then  took  up  farming  and  moved  to  Missouri  in  February,  1879. 
devoting  his  attention  to  this  line  of  work  up  to  that  time. 

Mr.  Caldwell  married,  in  December,  1881.  Mary  A.  Jones,  of  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction,  the  daughter  of  Fletcher  and  Mary  A.  (  Ring)  Jones,  natives  of 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  in  1871  they  moved  to  Burlington  Junction,  where 
they  have  since  made  their  home.  In  July  o‘f  the  year  in  which  Mr.  Cald¬ 
well  came  to  Nodaway  county,  the  town  of  Burlington  Junction  was  laid  out 
and  both  railroads  were  built  through  here  at  that  time.  Aside  from  real 
estate,  Mr.  Caldwell  has  given  most  of  his  attention  to  farming  and  stock 
raising,  operating  five  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  as  choice  land  as  the  county 
affords,  located  just  north  of  Burlington  Junction,  owning  in  all  two  thou¬ 
sand  and  seventy  acres.  He  keeps  his  land  well  improved  in  every  respect, 
being  well  tilled  and  so  skillfully  managed  as  to  produce  abundant  crops  from 
year  to  year.  With  his  son,  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  D.  Caldwell  &  Son.  he  is 
a  breeder  of  Polled-Angus  cattle;  aside  from  this  line,  the  senior  Caldwell 
is  a  general  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  His  stock  is  admired  by  all  who  see  it. 
he  being  an  exceptionally  good  judge  of  all  kinds  of  livestock,  especially 
cattle.  He  purchased  an  interest  in  the  First  National  Bank  at  Burlington 
Junction  in  January,  1907,  and  became  president  of  the  same,  and  much  of  the 
prestige  of  this  solid  and  conservatively  managed  institution  is  due  to  his  wise 
counsel  and  judicious  management. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell,  Edwin  F.  and 
Charles  H.,  both  living  at  home.  Edwin  spent  three  years  in  the  Missouri 
State  University,  taking  an  agricultural  course,  together  with  extra  work. 
He  then  attended  the  University  of  Illinois  two  years,  graduating  from  the 
agricultural  department  of  that  institution,  standing  high  in  his  class.  Charles 
H.  has  completed  the  course  in  the  Burlington  high  school.  They  each  give 
promise  of  bright  business  careers. 

Politically,  Mr.  Caldwell  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspir¬ 
ant  to  political  honors,  being  too  busy  with  individual  affairs.  He  is  a  man 
whose  word  is  regarded  by  everyone  who  knows  him  best  as  being  as  good  as 
his  note.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  been  found  faithful  to  every  trust 
reposed  in  him  and  because  of  his  sterling  worth,  courteous  manners,  liberal- 
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itv,  pleasing  address  and  his  honesty  he  has  won  and  retained  the  friendship 
of  the  people  of  Nodaway  county  and  they  are  unstinted  in  their  praise  of  his 
splendid  business  ability  and  reproachless  character,  his  hospitality  and  for 
the  good  he  has  done  in  building  up  the  township  in  general.  In  their  beauti¬ 
ful  home  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  are  often  hosts  to  the  best  people  of  the 
county  and  always  pleasant  and  kindly  disposed  to  the  less  fortunate  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact,  thus  meriting,  winning  and  retaining  the  good 
will  and  admiration  of  all  classes. 


DANIEL  HOUSER  McFARLAND. 

It  is  stern  philosophy,  but  true,  that  in  the  colossal  spot  called  the  world, 
failure  and  success  are  not  accidents,  but  strict  justice.  The  world  is  a  buffer, 
set  up  for  mankind  to  hit.  A  man  strikes  it  with  all  his  might ;  his  mark  may 
be  twenty  thousand  a  year,  a  seat  in  the  senate,  a  name  in  law,  literature, 
science,  or  art.  but  in  almost  every  instance  his  mark  will  be  accurately  de¬ 
termined  by  the  force  or  the  skill  with  which  the  blow  is  struck.  Into  the 
world  a  man  brings  this  personality  and  his  biography  simply  catalogues  its 
results.  There  is  here  inscribed  the  record  of  a  gentleman  in  whose  life  is 
illustrated  some  of  the  reflections  which  are  here  indulged,  a  young,  active 
and  energetic  newspaper  publisher,  Daniel  Houser  McFarland,  who  is  the 
moving  spirit  behind  the  Maryville  Daily  Republican ,  one  of  the  brightest 
and  best  of  northern  Missouri  papers;  who,  among  his  professional  brethren, 
is  noted  for  his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  laws  governing  journalism  and 
the  publishing  business,  not  only  of  their  great  underlying  principles,  but  also 
of  the  niceties  and  exacting  details,  and  for  his  faculty  of  clearly  presenting 
through  regular  news  channels  questions  and  problems  of  vital  import  to  the 
people. 

Mr.  McFarland  was  born  in  Butler.  Missouri,  April  7,  1880,  the  son  of 
Tames  and  Caroline  (Houser)  McFarland,  the  former  born  in  St.  Clair 
county,  Illinois,  in  1846.  the  son  of  Capt.  James  McFarland.  The  latter 
organized  a  company  during  the  Civil  war  and  took  it  to  the  front,  where  he 
did  excellent  service  for  the  Union  for  a  time,  but  died  of  fever  on  the  field 
of  Shiloh.  James  McFarland  has  devoted,  in  this  and  his  native  state,  with 
no  small  degree  of  success,  most  of  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits,  farming 
in  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  Butler,  Missouri, 
and  there  resumed  this  line  of  work.  In  1886  he  purchased  the  electric 
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plant  there  and  for  two  years  operated  the  same.  In  1888  he  went  to  Kansas 
City  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  but  is  now  a  commission  merchant. 
He  is  a  Republican  and  a  Methodist.  He  and  Catherine  Houser  were  married 
in  1867,  in  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
six  children. 

Daniel  H.  McFarland  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Kansas  City, 
graduating  from  the  Central  high  school  in  1900,  after  which  he  took  a 
course  at  the  University  of  Missouri,  graduating  in  1905  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  Early  in  life  he  decided  to  devote  his  attention  exclusively 
to  journalism  and  he  has  been  unusually  successful  in  this  line  of  endeavor. 
He  first  worked  on  the  Daily  Tribune  at  Columbia,  Missouri,  for  a  period  of 
two  years,  giving  eminent  satisfaction  as  city  editor.  In  1907  he  came  to 
Maryville  as  editor  of  the  Daily  Republican.  He  took  stock  in  the  company 
and  is  now  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Maryville  Publishing  Company, 
which  he  has  managed  in  such  a  judicious  manner  as  to  greatly  increase  its 
prestige  as  a  news  and  advertising  medium,  improved  it  not  only  in  the 
quality  of  its  news  service  but  also  in  mechanical  appearance  and  its  circula¬ 
tion  is  being  rapidly  extended. 

During  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  at  St.  Louis  in  1904,  Mr. 
McFarland  was  employed  in  the  press  bureau,  and  during  his  vacations  he 
worked  on  the  Kansas  City  papers,  thus  furthering  his  knowledge  of  repor- 
torial  work.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  a  Mason  and  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  in  religious  matters,  he  is  a 
Methodist.  He  is  trustee  of  the  library  board. 


J.  A.  BARR. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who,  during  his  lifetime,  enjoyed  the  un¬ 
bounded  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  was  a  native  of  York 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  in  1854,  and  he  was  a  son  of  John 
and  Leah  (Brown)  Barr.  These  parents  were  both  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  were  there  reared,  educated  and  married.  In  1857  the  family  removed 
to  Illinois,  where  the  father  operated  a  farm,  later  following  the  same  calling 
in  Stark  county.  In  1880  they  came  to  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway  county. 
Missouri,  and  located  on  a  farm,  where  the  parents  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  earthly  life,  the  father  dying  in  January,  1884,  and  the  mother  in 
August,  1905.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  they 
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reared  to  maturity.  The  oldest  of  these,  William,  was  a  member  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twelfth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  mounted,  and 
was  captured  and  confined  in  Anclersonville  prison,  where  his  death  occurred. 
The  father  of  these  children  was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the 
United  Brethren  church. 

J.  A.  Barr  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Stark  county,  Illinois,  after  which  he  took  a  business  course  in  Northwestern 
College,  at  Libby ville,  graduating  in  1874,  after  which  he  took  one  term  in 
the  scientific  department  of  the  same  school,  being  thus  well  qualified  by 
education  to  take  up  the  active  duties  of  life.  On  leaving  school  he  applied 
himself  to  agriculture  as  a  life  vocation.  In  1880  he  came  with  his  father  to 
Nodaway  county  and  located  in  Lincoln  township,  where  he  lived  until  1909. 
when  he  came  to  Burlington  Junction,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land,  lying  half  each  in 
Atchison  and  Nodaway  townships.  He  there  carried  on  general  farming, 
giving  special  attention  to  the  feeding  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

In  1879  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  A.  Kendig,  of  Libby  ville, 
Illinois,  the  daughter  of  C.  and  Julia  A.  (Dunlap)  Kendig,  and  to  this  union 
have  been  born  the  following  children  :  John  C.,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
operating  the  home  farm  in  Lincoln  township;  Fannie,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Potts,  a  farmer  in  Green  township,  this  county;  Nellie  R.,  the  wife  of  William 
Guyette,  of  Burlington  Junction,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Bessie  J.,  deceased. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barr  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  though  he  has  never 
been  induced  to  run  for  office.  Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  to  which  he  gives  an  earnest  support.  He  is  a  man  of  fine 
personal  qualities  and  because  of  his  upright  life  and  genial  disposition  he  has 
won  and  retains  the  warm  personal  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  GUYETTE. 

There  is  little  that  interests  one  more  than  to  observe  how  different  men 
begin  and  continue  the  duties  of  life.  Some  commence  in  hesitation  and 
seem  to  hesitate  at  every  obstacle  they  encounter.  Other  begin  boldly,  but 
after  a  time  show  by  some  defect  in  execution,  that  they  have  not  properly 
mastered  their  tasks.  Still  others  commence  with  steady  grasp  of  the  situa- 
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tion  and  show  by  their  subsequent  accomplishments  that  they  have  compassed 
the  problem  of  life;  to  the  last  class  success  always  comes  and  they  are 
the  men  to  leave  behind  them  good  names  and  large  properties  honorably  won 
in  life’s  struggle. 

William  Guyette  was  born  in  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  in  April,  1874, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  four  years  he  was  bereft  of  his  parents  by  death.  In 
this  situation  he  was  placed  in  an  orphans’  home  in  New  York  city,  where  he 
remained  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  sent  to  Burlington 
Junction.  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  placed  with  William  Johnson,  by 
whom  he  was  reared.  His  educational  privileges  were  somewhat  limited  and 
he  early  became  inured  to  the  labors  of  the  farm,  at  which  work  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  until  attaining  mature  years.  He  then  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own 
account  on  an  eightv-acre  tract  six  miles  west  of  Burlington  Junction.  Here 
he  was  engaged  successfully  in  general  farming  for  about  six  years,  excepting 
two  years  when  he  engaged  in  the  same  line  in  Colorado.  In  1908  Mr.  Guy¬ 
ette  came  to  Burlington  Junction  and  has  since  given  his  attention  mainly  to 
buying  and  selling  stock,  principally  horses.  He  is  a  splendid  judge  of  equine 
flesh  and  enjoys  a  widespread  reputation  as  a  successful  horseman.  He  owns 
an  imported  Belgian  stallion,  also  a  thoroughbred  Percheron  stallion  and  a 
fine  Kentucky  jack.  He  handled  horses  to  a  considerable  extent  before  leav¬ 
ing  the  farm  and  is  thoroughly  qualified  in  his  line,  and,  furthermore,  he  is 
absolutely  to  be  trusted  with  a  commission  to  buy,  as  his  qualifications  as  a 
judge  of  horses  and  his  absolute  honesty  in  every  transaction  are  unques¬ 
tioned.  He  enjoys  a  large  patronage  and  is  numbered  among  the  successful 
men  of  Nodaway  township. 

On  April  20,  1904,  Mr.  Guyette  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nellie  Barr, 
a  daughter  of  J.  A.  and  Sarah  (Kendig)  Barr,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  work,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two 
children,  John  William  and  Mildred  Esther.  Politically,  Mr.  Guyette  is  a 
Republican  and  is  serving  acceptably  as  a  member  of  the  township  board. 
His  religious  membership  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which 
he  gives  a  generous  support.  In  every  relation  of  life,  Mr.  Guyette  has  ex¬ 
hibited  those  qualities  which  insure  success  in  any  undertaking — indefatigable 
industry,  wise  application  and  sterling  honesty — and  today  no  one  in  the  com¬ 
munity  enjoys  to  a  more  marked  degree  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 

William  Johnson,  with  whom  Mr.  Guyette  lived  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  was  born  in  Ross  county,  Obio.  in  March,  1818,  and  was 
a  son  of  George  and  Nancy  ( Johnson)  Johnson.  These  parents  were  natives 
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of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  1799.  spending  the  rest  of 
their  days  on  the  farm  on  which  they  located  there.  They  were  the  parents 
of  fifteen  children,  of  which  number  eleven  grew  to  maturity.  William 
Johnson  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer.  In  October,  1863,  he  came  to  Missouri 
and  located  south  of  where  Burlington  Junction  now  is.  He  at  first  secured 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  improved  and  developed 
into  a  splendid  farm.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  fruit 
growing,  in  both  of  which  he  was  successful. 

In  March,  1844,  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Elizabeth 
Jones,  of  that  county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the  following  children  : 
John  enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  H.,  Eighteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  captured  and  confined  in  the 
notorious  Andersonville  prison,  where  he  died;  Nancy;  Rachael,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  George  T.  Gibbs;  Emma,  at  home;  Genevieve,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  James  Westfall;  Zeffrina,  at  home;  Henry,  of  the  San  Luis  val¬ 
ley,  Colorado;  Anna  died  in  infancy. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  as  were  the  members  of  his  family.  His  political  affiliation  was  with 
the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Johnson  died  in  November,  1887.  his  death  being 
considered  a  distinct  loss  to  the  community  in  which  he  had  lived. 


ISAAC  W.  COLER. 

The  old  Buckeye  state  has  furnished  myriads  of  enterprising  citizens  to 
the  newer  sections  of  the  United  States  which  they  have  reclaimed  from  a 
primitive  state  and  placed  on  an  equality  with  the  older  East ;  these  men  are 
true  empire  builders,  fearless  and  seldom  quail  at  obstacles,  the  spirit  of 
the  early  pioneers  still  dominating  them  and  furnishing  the  incentives  whereby 
they  have  gone  out  into  the  world  and  done  things  worth  while. 

Of  this  vast  number,  Isaac  W.  Coler,  a  farmer  of  Hughes  township. 
Nodaway  county,  is  worthy  of  special  mention  in  this  connection.  He  was 
born  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  February  4.  1868.  and  he  is  the  son  of  Henry  and 
Matilda  (Williams)  Coler,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  They  grew  to  maturity 
there,  were  educated  in  the  early  schools  and  were  married  there.  They 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  the  early  seventies  and  settled  three 
and  one-half  miles  west  of  Maryville  where  they  lived  several  vears  and  then 
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moved  to  Rooks  county,  Kansas,  and  lived  there  about  four  and  one-half 
years  and  then  returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  settled  in  the  south  part  of 
White  Cloud  township  where  Mrs.  Coler  died,  October  25,  1904,  when  up¬ 
wards  of  seventy  years  of  age.  Mr.  Coler  survives  at  an  advanced  age. 
Six  children  constituted  their  family,  of  which  number  Isaac,  of  this  review, 
is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  He  lived  at  home,  assisting  with  the  general 
duties  about  the  place,  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  attending  the 
common  schools  in  the  meantime. 

On  June  16,  1892,  Mr.  Coler  married  Ida  M.  Barnes,  who  was  born  in 
Hughes  township,  this  county,  on  April  17,  1871,  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
H.  and  Ann  (Collins)  Barnes,  both  natives  of  Sangamon  county,  Illinois. 
Stephen  Barnes  accompanied  his  father,  Nathaniel  H.  Barnes,  in  1841,  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  White  Cloud  town¬ 
ship.  He  was  married  October  1,  1857,  in  Washington  county,  Illinois.  In 
1858  they  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Isaac  Coler.  He  built  the  house 
known  as  the  ‘‘Lone  and  Lost  House,”  which  was  the  only  dwelling  between 
Quitman  and  Savannah.  Here  they  lived  until  Mr.  Barnes’  death,  January 
27,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  having  been  born  August  13,  1829,  in 
Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  He  was  one  of  the  famous  band  of  “forty- 
niners,”  having  made  a  trip  to  California  with  an  ox  team  in  1849,  'n  search 
of  gold.  Twelve  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Coler  was  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Coler  five 
children  have  been  born,  namely:  Eunice  P.,  Carrie  M.,  Edith  A.,  Osie  L. 
and  Leland  B. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Coler  settled  in  the  south  part  of  White 
Cloud  township,  where  he  lived  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  then  moved  to  his 
present  farm,  in  November,  1902.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  the  old  Barnes  homestead  and  his  labors  along  agricultural  and  stock 
raising  lines  have  been  successful.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


LEWIS  WILSON. 

One  of  the  men  of  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  has  played  well 
his  part  as  a  citizen  is  Lewis  Wilson,  his  course  having  been  characterized  by 
industry,  a  progressive  spirit  and  good  management,  also  by  a  broad-minded 
policy  which  takes  cognizance  of  the  general  as  well  as  the  individual  wel- 
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fare,  his  valued  estates  being  located  three  miles  east  of  Maryville.  He  was 
born  in  Clark  county,  Illinois,  January  29,  1844,  the  same  day  and  year  on 
which  President  William  McKinley  was  born,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  received  his  schooling  in  the  common  schools.  He  is  the  son  of  Reason 
and  Sarah  (Clapp)  Wilson,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter 
of  Illinois.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  state,  and  devoted  their  lives  to 
farming.  Coming  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  when  this  locality  was 
just  on  the  verge  of  general  development;  Mr.  Wilson  died  here  in  1882  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  Mrs.  Wilson,  now  ninety-two  years  old,  is  living 
in  Oklahoma.  This  family  came  to  this  county  in  1865  and  settled  half  a 
mile  north  of  the  Burlington  depot,  one  mile  northeast  of  Maryville.  It  was 
an  improved  farm  when  they  bought  it.  Mr.  Wilson  put  up  new  buildings 
and  successfully  operated  his  place  here,  which  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-four  acres.  It  is  now  owned  by  John  Herrin.  Mrs.  Sarah  Wilson  went 
to  Oklahoma  about  twelve  years  ago.  Their  daughter  is  the  wife  of  W.  F. 
Mercer. 

Upon  coming  to  Nodaway  county,  Lewis  Wilson  began  working  for  a 
Mr.  Stevenson  in  Maryville,  handling  livestock,  and  for  two  or  three  years 
he  assisted  his  father  in  conducting  his  farm,  or  until  his  marriage,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-six,  to  Sarah  Mercer,  sister  of  W.  F.  Mercer,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Prior  to  his  marriage  Mr.  Wilson  had  purchased  a  farm  three  miles 
northeast  of  Maryville,  consisting  of  ninety  acres,  having  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  dollars  to  pay  on  it.  He  improved  the  place  and  erected  good  build¬ 
ings  on  it  and  lived  there  seven  or  eight  years,  during  which  time  he  paid  for 
the  same.  He  then  sold  out  and  bought  eighty  acres  southeast  of  Maryville. 
On  this  stood  a  small  house  and  on  that  place  he  lived  until  1905.  He  still 
owns  the  place,  which  now  contains  two  hundred  acres,  paying  seventy-five 

dollars  per  acre  for  a  part  of  it,  buying  the  rest  at  twenty-five  dollars  per 

acre,  paying  as  low  as  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  one  forty.  He  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer,  making  the  major  part  of  his 
competency  by  raising  and  feeding  stock,  principally  hogs. 

Mr.  Wilson's  present  home  farm  is  on  the  state  road,  three  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  the  court  house,  consisting  of  forty  acres.  It  was  settled 
bv  a  Mr.  Lynch.  Its  present  owner  has  built  an  attractive  and  substantial 

residence  and  a  good  barn.  The  home  is  very  pleasantly  situated  on  an 

eminence,  from  which  a  beautiful  view  of  the  surrounding  country  may  be 
had  for  many  miles.  This  modern  and  attractive  home  is  frecpiently  the 
gathering  place  for  the  many  friends  of  the  family.  He  paid  eighty  dollars 
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per  acre  for  this  farm.  He  still  operates  his  old  farm,  renting  most  of  it, 
but  overseeing  it  in  general.  He  is  a  modern  agriculturist  and  his  land  ranks 
in  fertility  and  value  with  any  in  this  favored  section  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Republican  on  national  issues,  but  locally  he  prefers 
to  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best  suited  for  the  place  sought. 

The  Wilson  home  has  not  been  blessed  with  children,  but  they  are  rear¬ 
ing  Nellie  Tye,  now  ten  years  old.  Mrs.  Wilson  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 


ALLEN  McNEAL. 

By  a  life  of  indomitable  enterprise  and  progressive  methods  Allen  Mc- 
Neal,  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Hughes  township,  has  contributed 
in  a  material  way  to  the  advancement  of  his  locality,  and  during  the  course  of 
an  honorable  career  has  been  fairly  successful  in  his  business  enterprises, 
having  been  a  man  of  energy,  sound  judgment  and  honesty  of  purpose,  and 
is  thus  well  deserving  of  mention  in  this  volume.  He  hails  from  the  old 
Keystone  state,  having  been  born  in  Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania,  May 
14,  1852.  He  is  the  son  of  James  G.  and  Margaret  (Shore)  McNeal,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they  came  from  Huntington  county,  that  state, 
in  March,  1869,  locating  about  three  miles  south  of  Graham,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives,  the  mother  dying 
in  her  seventy-second  year  and  the  father  reaching  the  age  of  eighty-two. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Allen,  of  this  review,  is  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth.  He  is  a  twin  brother  of  Oliver  McNeal. 

Allen  McNeal  spent  his  early  years  in  his  native  county,  and  came  with 
his  parents  and  the  rest  of  the  family  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  March, 
1869,  and  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Hughes  township  since  that  time.  After 
receiving  a  fairly  good  education  in  the  public  schools  he  turned  his  attention 
to  farming  and  stock  raising,  which  he  has  made  his  life  work.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  improved  and  well  kept.  He  has 
erected  substantial  and  comfortable  buildings  on  his  place  and  has  everything 
in  “ship  shape.” 

Mr.  McNeal  was  married  in  this  township,  on  March  24.  1878.  to 
Almena  McGinnis,  who  was  born  in  Adams  county.  Illinois,  December  25, 
1853;  she  is  the  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Phoebe  A.  (Thayer)  McGinnis. 
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Her  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  and  her  mother  in  New  York.  They  came 
to  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  in  January,  1865,  and  settled  about  two  and 
one-half  miles  south  of  Graham,  where  Mr.  McGinnis  died  in  December, 
1865,  Mrs.  McGinnis  dying  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  McNeal  on  June  14,  1889, 
in  her  fifty-seventh  year,  having  survived  her  husband  many  years,  he  having 
died  when  thirty-seven  years  old.  Of  a  family  of  eight  children,  Mrs.  McNeal 
was  the  oldest  in  order  of  birth.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McNeal,  named  as  follows:  Frank  E.,  Roy  P.  and  James  D. 

Mr.  McNeal’s  support  may  always  be  depended  upon  to  further  any 
movement  looking  to  the  general  advancement  of  his  township  or  county,  and 
he  is  loyal  in  his  support  of  the  Democratic  party.  His  wife  and  family 
are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  have  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  hosts  of  warm  personal  friends  throughout  this  part  of  the 
county. 


george  Mcknight. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph  is  numbered  among 
the  successful  and  representative  business  men  of  Nodaway  county,  his  busi¬ 
ness  location  and  home  being  at  Burlington  Junction,  Nodaway  township. 
In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  ever  been  found  faithful  and  true,  looking  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community  at  large,  while  advancing  his  own  interests. 

George  McKnight  is  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  having  been  born  at 
Quitman,  Green  township,  in  1875.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Ruth  (Bowman) 
McKnight,  the  former  a  native  of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of  Missouri,  both 
having  come  to  Nodaway  county  with  their  respective  parents.  John  Mc¬ 
Knight  was  a  pioneer  stock  man  and  successful  stock  buyer  for  many  years, 
or  until  his  retirement  from  active  business.  He  was  in  this  business  before 
the  advent  of  railroads  here  and  was  compelled  to  drive  his  stock  to  the 
market  at  Maryville.  It  is  said  that  he  traveled  afoot  over  every  part  of  Nod¬ 
away  county  in  looking  for  stock  to  buy  and  enjoyed  as  wide  an  acquaintance 
as  any  citizen  of  the  county.  Fie  had  also  devoted  a  few  years  to  farming 
and  was  fairly  successful  in  his  business  affairs.  He  was  a  stanch  Republi¬ 
can  in  his  political  affiliations  and  served  as  a  soldier  four  years  during  the 
Civil  war.  He  became  the  father  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 
His  religious  membership  was  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

George  McKnight  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  and  at  Stanberry  Academy.  After  completing  his 
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education  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  several  years,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  buying  stock  in  association  with  his  father,  continuing  in  this 
line  until  1899,  when  lie  began  buying  on  his  own  account.  In  1906  he  entered 
into  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Jones,  under  the  firm  name  of  McKnight  &  Jones, 
in  the  meat  and  grocery  business,  in  which  he  is  still  engaged.  The  members 
of  this  firm  are  both  well  known  throughout  the  community  and  enjoy  the 
friendship  and  good  will  of  all  who  know  them,  they  being  accorded  a  liberal 
share  of  the  public  patronage.  Their  business  is  so  conducted  as  to  merit 
the  success  which  has  come  to  them,  as  their  aim  is  to  give  thorough  satis¬ 
faction  to  all  with  whom  they  have  dealings.  In  the  fall  of  1909  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Knight  built  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Burlington  Junction,  and  he  also  owns  the  building  in  which  his  store  is  lo¬ 
cated,  as  well  as  the  building  adjoining.  Mr.  McKnight  is  an  energetic  and 
sagacious  business  man  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  his  town. 

In  1900  Mr.  McKnight  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nellie  Legge,  a 
native  of  Nodaway  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  children,  Fern 
Leudene  and  Dortha  Beatrice.  Politically,  Mr.  McKnight  is  an  ardent  Re¬ 
publican  and  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  having 
served  efficiently  as  township  assessor  for  the  past  six  years.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  that  great  beneficiarv  order,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  His  religious  membership  is  with  the  Christian  church,  to  which  he 
gives  a  generous  support.  Genial  and  courteous  in  his  intercourse  with  others, 
Mr.  McKnight  enjoys  a  well-earned  popularity  in  the  community,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  his  friends  being  limited  only  by  the  number  of  his  acquaintances. 


ANDERSON  CRAIG. 

Anderson  Craig,  the  subject  of  the  following  sketch,  was  born  in  Gallatin 
county,  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1851,  in  the  Judge  Craig  homestead,  located 
in  such  way  as  to  give  an  extensive  view  of  that  far-famed  and  fertile  valley 
bordering  for  miles  along  the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Ohio  and  extending 
from  near  the  island  made  famous  as  the  headquarters  of  the  Burr-Blenner- 
hassett  conspiracy  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kentucky  river  at  Carrollton. 

Mr.  Craig  was  the  eighth  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  the  son  of 
Judge  Albert  Gallatin  Craig  and  Virginia  (Brooking)  Craig,  both  natives  and 
residents  during  their  entire  lives  of  the  state  of  Kentucky.  His  father,  Judge 
Albert  Gallatin  Craig,  was  born  April  1,  1807,  and  his  mother,  Virginia 
(Brooking)  Craig,  was  born  on  the  15th  day  of  April.  1817. 
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Anderson  Craig  was  educated  chiefly  at  Ghent  College,  Ghent,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  an  institution  of  a  high  order  of  learning  built  up  and  fostered  through 
the  efforts  of  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  citizenship,  whose  wealth  and 
energy  were  liberally  devoted  to  this  enterprise.  After  completing  the  couise 
of  study  in  this  institution,  he  became  a  student  at  that  renowned  seat  of 
learning  located  in  the  Shenandoah  valley  of  Virginia,  Washington  and  Lee 
University.  At  the  time  of  his  entering  upon  his  course  of  study  at  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Lee,  and  during  the  whole  period  of  his  continuance  therein,  he 
enjoyed  the  rare  privilege  so  greatly  coveted  by  every  young  Southern  gen¬ 
tleman  of  being  under  the  care  and  supervision  until  his  death  of  the  most 
renowned  of  Southern  leaders,  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  perhaps  the  most  famous 
leader  of  any  age  or  clime.  From  this  institution  Mr.  Craig  obtained  certifi¬ 
cates  of  graduation  in  the  schools  of  French,  German,  English  and  civil 
engineering,  studies  that  give  solidity  as  well  as  polish  to  one’s  mental  equip¬ 
ment.  Completing  these  courses  at  Washington  and  Lee,  Mr.  Craig  engaged 
for  a  short  time  in  teaching  near  Ghent,  Kentucky,  not  far  from  the  old 
Craig  homestead  and  in  his  home  district,  thus  following  the  example  of 
many  whose  lives  were  most  successful.  But,  in  accord  with  the  general 
trend  of  our  civilization  westward  from  the  old  homes  farther  east,  Mr 
Craig  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1871,  where  at  that  time  the 
broad  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  northwest  part  of  the  state  furnished  an 
inviting  field  for  the  utilization  of  youthful  vigor  and  energy  as  well  as  a 
highly  profitable  one  upon  which  to  invest  the  surplus  capital  accumulated 
through  the  frugality  and  foresight  of  the  thrifty  farmers  of  the  beautiful 
Ohio  river  valley. 

In  the  year  named  above.  1871,  Mr.  Craig  opened  up  a  three-hundred- 
and-twenty-acre  farm  in  Hughes  township,  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
county,  a  section  of  the  county  noted  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  the  ex¬ 
cellent  lay  of  the  land,  which  tract  he  soon  brought  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation. 

At  Endora,  Kansas,  on  the  17th  day  of  December,  1874,  Mr.  Craig  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Still,  a  native  of  Douglas  county,  Kansas.  Miss 
Still  was  born  on  the  11th  day  of  January,  1855,  and  is  the  only  daughter  of 
Dr.  James  Moore  Still  and  Mrs.  R.  M.  Still,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  Dr. 
J.  M.  Still,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Craig,  is  a  brother  of  the  celebrated  founder  of 
the  osteopathic  school.  Dr.  A.  T.  Still,  of  Kirksville,  Missouri.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Craig  have  two  children.  Arthur  Still  Craig,  born  September  9,  1875, 
and  Beulah  Craig,  born  September  11,  1879. 
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Dr.  Arthur  Craig  graduated  from  the  Maryville  high  school,  Maryville, 
Missouri,  in  1893.  an<^  later  from  the  American  School  of  Osteopathy  at 
Kirksville,  Missouri.  He  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  S.  S.  Still  College  of 
Osteopathy  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  vice-president  and  editor 
of  the  Cosmopolitan  Osteopath.  Arthur  S.  Craig  was  married  to  Melle 
Campbell,  of  Sibley,  Iowa,  December  12,  1896.  To  them  three  children  were 
born,  Anderson  Craig,  Jr.,  alone  surviving.  Young  Dr.  Craig  is  now  prac¬ 
ticing  his  profession  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Beulah  Craig  is  a  graduate  of  the  Maryville  high  school,  and  of  Hardin 
College,  Mexico,  Missouri.  She  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from 
Hardin  College  in  1889.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Curtis  Hammond  Coe.- 
Doctor  and  Mrs.  Coe  have  two  children,  Mary  Edna  Coe,  born  September 
29,  1905,  and  Curtis  Craig  Coe,  born  February  26,  1906.  Doctor  Coe  is  a 
practicing  dentist  at  Tarkio,  Missouri. 

Anderson  Craig  came  to  Maryville  with  his  family  in  1889,  where  he 
has  continued  to  reside  since  that  time.  He  purchased  a  farm  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  sixty  acres,  near  Maryville,  and  built  an  elegant  residence  on  an  emi¬ 
nence  in  the  northern  suburbs  of  the  city  commanding  an  extensive  view  of 
the  surrounding  country. 

Mr.  Craig  was  one  of  the  principal  promoters  and  organizers  of  the 
Mutual  telephone  system,  of  which  he  was  the  first  president.  He  also  has 
been  engaged  in  promoting  the  Drainage  District  Company,  the  purpose  of 
which  is  to  be  so  straighten  the  channel  of  the  stream  as  to  increase  the 
rapidity  of  its  current  to  the  extent  of  relieving  the  annual  overflow,  thereby 
reclaiming  large  tracts  of  exceedingly  fertile  land  from  lying  waste  and  un¬ 
profitable.  Mr.  Craig  was  the  first  and  continues  to  be  the  only  president 
the  company  has  had.  To  Mr.  Craig  and  L.  T.  Lee,  a  neighbor  farmer,  is 
due  the  credit  of  inaugurating  a  system  of  tile  drainage  by  which  bottom 
land  lying  along  the  One  Hundred  and  Two  river  hitherto  useless  has  been 
brought  into  a  state  of  high  and  profitable  cultivation.  For  the  promotion  of 
this  interest  he  established  the  first  tiling  factory  ever  built  in  Maryville. 
These  two  men  har  e  laid  about  fifty  miles  of  tiling  on  their  own  lands. 

In  December,  1908,  Mr.  Craig  was  appointed  by  Governor  Folk  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  Northwest  Normal  School,  located  at 
Maryville.  Missouri.  This  position  he  now  holds,  the  duties  of  which  he 
discharges  with  that  intelligent  care  and  well  directed  energy  exercised  in  all 
the  enterprises  to  which  he  gives  his  attention.  Mr.  Craig  is  president  of 
this  board,  composed  of  prominent  and  representative  men  of  the  fifth  district 
and  of  State  Superintendent  of  Schools.  Howard  A.  Gass. 
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The  successes  that  have  marked  Mr.  Craig’s  career  were  not  the  mere 
chances  of  fortune,  but  rather  the  result  of  toil,  sagacity,  courage  and  inflex¬ 
ible  determination. 

Mr.  Craig,  while  not  a  very  wealthy  man,  has  always  been  able  to  com¬ 
mand  whatever  capital  he  might  wish  to  employ,  and,  though  surrounded  by 
affluence  from  his  earliest  childhood,  his  life  has  been  unostentatious  and 
perfectly  free  from  that  hauteur  too  often  characteristic  of  people  with  much 
of  this  world’s  goods.  His  family  are  conscientious  and  devoted  Christian 
people  and  regular  attendants  upon  the  various  services  of  the  Baptist  church, 
of  which  they  are  honored  communicants  and  to  the  support  of  which  they 
are  cheerful  and  liberal  contributors. 


NOAH  T.  THOMPSON. 

One  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  is 
Noah  T.  Thompson  who  is  deserving  of  the  large  success  that  has  attended  his 
efforts,  for  he  has  been  a  man  who  has  relied  upon  no  one  to  assist  him  in  the 
battle  of  life,  preferring  to  push  forward  on  his  own  account  until  he  ac¬ 
complished  what  he  meant  to  do,  and  his  fine  farm  near  Bedison  Station  is 
an  evidence  of  his  ability  in  this  direction.  He  was  born  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  Polk  township,  in  what  was  then  Washington  township,  June  29, 
1865,  the  son  of  Squire  and  Julia  Ann  (Jones)  Thompson.  He  and  his  two 
brothers,  Boge  and  John  B.,  came  to  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  in  1856  or 
1857  and  entered  land  there.  Loge  removed  to  Oklahoma  and  died  there  four 
years  later;  John  B.  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  died  here  in  1907. 
Squire  Thompson  later  went  to  near  Barnard,  where  he  lived  five  or  six  years 
and  about  1878  came  to  the  farm  at  Bedison  village.  His  wife  died  there 
and  he  sold  his  property  and  lived  with  his  sons  until  his  death.  While  in 
the  village  of  Guilford  in  company  with  his  son,  Noah  T.,  he  fell  dead,  in 
July,  1903,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  He  traded  a  great  deal  in  a  general 
way  in  his  earlier  years,  but  his  life  was  devoted  principally  to  farming  and 
he  was  well  liked  in  his  community. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Squire  Thompson  fourteen  children  were  born,  twelve 
of  whom  reached  maturity,  and  ten  are  still  living,  six  in  Nodaway  county, 
four  near  and  at  the  old  home,  Noah  T.  at  the  old  home. 

Noah  T.  Thompson  worked  on  the  farm  in  his  youth  and  attended  the 
common  schools.  He  began  life  by  renting  land  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  and  he  has  continued  this  line  of  endeavor  ever  since.  On  March  17. 
1889,  he  married  Sina  Newcomer,  daughter  of  Martin  D.  and  Susan  (Schech- 
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ter)  Newcomer,  who  came  to  this  county  from  Illinois  when  their  daughter 
Sina  was  seven  years  old,  locating  in  Maryville  in  1876.  Both  are  still  living 
at  Guilford,  Nodaway  county. 

For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Thompson  rented  land,  then 
bought  fifty  acres,  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Maryville,  for  which  he  paid 
twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  going  in  debt  for  nearly  all  of  it,  having  only  two 
or  three  hundred  dollars  to  pay  on  the  place,  but  he  had  a  team  and  went  to 
work  with  a  will  and  soon  had  a  good  start.  Selling  this  place  in  about  a 
year,  he  bought  nearer  Maryville,  about  the  same  time  getting  nearly  out  of 
debt.  In  two  years  he  traded  for  Phelps  county  land  without  going  to  investi¬ 
gate  it.  This  he  traded  for  one  hundred  and  five  acres  adjoining  his  father's 
old  place.  This  he  sold  in  time  and  bought  eighty  acres.  Selling  this,  he 
rented  one  year  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  at  Barnard,  selling  and  buying 
one  hundred  and  ten  acres  one  mile  south  of  Barnard.  He  sold  this  and 
bought  his  present  farm.  He  was  a  close  observer  and  a  good  trader,  and 
in  all  these  exchanges  he  had  accumulated  the  sum  of  ten  or  eleven  thousand 
dollars.  His  present  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  lies  north 
of  Bedison,  for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  seventy-five  dollars  per  acre.  He 
moved  on  the  place  in  March,  1907.  He  has  added  many  important  improve¬ 
ments,  his  farm  ranking  with  the  best  in  the  vicinity,  and  on  it  stand  sub¬ 
stantial  and  comfortable  buildings.  The  place  was  mostly  in  grass  when  he 
came  here  and  he  has  raised  some  large  crops  of  corn  on  this  rich  land.  Mr. 
Thompson  is  not  a  public  man,  but  he  is  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Alvin,  Edgar,  Nellie,  Merle;  Ophelia  died  when  ten  years  of  age,  and 
Leland. 

Mr.  Thompson  has  made  what  he  has  as  much  by  the  use  of  his  brain  in 
buying  and  selling  or  exchanging  land  as  in  the  use  of  his  muscle,  although  he 
has  been  a  very  hard  worker  all  his  life.  In  the  successful  management  of  a 
farm  he  has  no  superiors  in  the  township. 


THOMAS  WRIGHT. 

In  an  enumeration  of  the  successful  and  worthy  citizens  of  Nodaway 
county  the  name  of  Thomas  Wright  should  not  be  overlooked,  for  he  has 
performed  well  his  every  duty  of  citizenship  since  casting  his  lot  here,  and  as 
a  result  of  his  long  life  of  consecutive  endeavor  along  legitimate  lines  he  finds 
himself  in  his  old  age  enjoying  the  comforts  and  blessings  that  come  as  a 
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natural  sequence  to  such  a  worthy  career,  having  a  very  comfortable  home 
and  a  good  farm  in  Polk  township,  near  Bedison  Station.  He  was  born  in 
Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  March  16,  1831,  the  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth 
Ann  (Stevens)  Wright,  the  father  born  in  Kentucky,  but  his  parents  were 
from  North  Carolina.  In  1831  the  family  moved  to  Franklin  township. 
Putnam  county,  Indiana,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Greencastle,  near  the  Mont¬ 
gomery  county  line :  they  entered  government  land,  cleared  and  improved  it 
and  there  George  Wright  lived  and  died,  his  death  occurring  in  1882  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife  also  died  there.  Their  family  consisted  of  five 
sons,  namely:  Thomas,  of  this  review;  James  was  an  attorney  and  died  in 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana:  Martin  settled  in  Carroll  county,  Missouri,  where 
he  still  lives:  John,  Lafe  and  Taylor  are  all  deceased.  One  sister,  Mary,  set¬ 
tled  in  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  where  she  died. 

Thomas  Wright  remained  at  home  assisting  with  the  work  on  the  farm 
and  receiving  such  education  as  he  could  in  the  primitive  schools  until  his 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  Nancy  A.  Lafollette,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (Hinton)  Lafollette,  also  natives  of  Kentucky.  Mrs. 
Wright  is  a  second  cousin  to  Senator  Lafollette,  of  Wisconsin,  whose  father 
was  first  cousin  to  his  father,  and  who  was  reared  in  Indiana,  from  which 
state  he  moved  to  Wisconsin.  Mrs.  Wright  was  born  in  Putnam  county, 
Indiana,  and  was  seventeen  years  old  when  she  married.  In  the  fall  of  1855 
Thomas  Wright  and  family  moved  to  Missouri,  having  first  stopped  in  Iowa, 
but  in  looking  for  a  location  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and 
selected  his  present  home,  principally  because  he  was  nearer  the  Missouri 
river  and  to  market  here  than  in  Iowa,  being  forty-two  miles  north  of  St 
Joseph.  He  entered  about  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  he 
still  lives  on,  at  one  dollar  per  acre.  He  prospered  and  continued  to  buy  land 
until  he  owned  one  thousand  acres,  paying  ten,  fourteen,  twenty,  twenty-seven 
dollars  per  acre,  and  he  sold  a  great  deal  of  it  at  forty  and  fifty  dollars  per 
acre,  until  he  now  has  remaining  an  entire  section.  He  sees  now  where  he 
made  a  mistake  by  selling  any  of  his  land,  for  it  is  all  now  worth  from  sixty 
to  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  He  has  done  his  full  share  in  the  development  of 
the  community  and  assisted  in  making  land  hereabouts  valuable.  For  twenty 
years  he  had  a  range  for  stock  and  kept  large  droves  of  cattle,  feeding  many 
head  each  year  and  often  fed  all  the  year  round,  having  long  been  one  of  the 
largest  cattle  dealers  in  this  section  of  the  county  and  he  became  widely  known 
as  a  stock  man.  He  often  shipped  his  own  stock  to  Chicago  and  St.  Louis 
and  in  later  years  to  St.  Joseph,  and  for  years  he  drove  stock  to  St.  Joseph, 
it  requiring  eight  or  nine  days  to  drive  hogs  there.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
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agriculturists  of  the  county,  keeping  his  lands  well  improved  and  well  kept  in 
every  respect  and  he  has  a  beautiful,  substantial  and  modern  home. 

Mr.  Wright  is  deserving  of  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  what  he  has  ac¬ 
complished,  considering  the  fact  that  he  had  but  sixteen  hundred  dollars,  a 
team  and  some  household  effects.  He  had  something  to  do  with  the  building 
of  the  Wabash  railroad,  donating  four  hundred  dollars  and  bought  land 
where  the  station  was  to  be  located,  and  he  donated  what  was  needed  for 
switching  about  the  station,  then  called  Kelley,  now  Bedison.  He  also  donated 
the  right  of  way.  This  proved  to  be  a  valuable  station  from  which  to  ship 
local  stock,  produce  and  all  kinds  of  material.  On  coming  here  Mr.  Wright 
located  in  Washington  township,  ten  miles  southeast  of  the  county  seat,  but 
this  locality  was  later  added  to  Polk  township.  It  is  interesting  to  hear  Mr. 
Wright  recall  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  in  this  county,  when  the  first 
school  in  the  neighborhood  was  taught  in  a  small  log  house  by  Laurence 
Growney,  uncle  to  the  attorneys  of  this  name  in  Maryville.  George  Wood 
was  also  one  of  the  early  teachers,  but  Mr.  Growney  was  the  first.  Mr. 
Wright’s  nearest  neighbor  was  John  G.  Allen,  to  the  west;  two  miles  south 
lived  a  Mr.  Stevens  and  three  miles  north  resided  John  Trusty.  On  the  prairie 
there  was  not  a  house  from  here  to  the  Iowa  line.  Toward  St.  Joseph  ran  only 
a  prairie  road,  it  being  seven  miles  to  the  nearest  house.  Numerous  bands 
of  Indians  would  trail  through  the  country  both  in  the  fall  and  in  the  spring 
for  three  or  four  years  after  he  came  here,  going  south  in  the  fall  and  north 
in  the  spring.  In  those  days  there  were  many  prairie  wolves  and  occasionally 
a  black  wolf  was  met  with,  which  would  raid  the  sheep  folds.  There  were 
plenty  of  deer  until  the  railroad  was  built  and  prairie  chickens  by  the  mil¬ 
lions. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Wright  the  following  children  were  born: 
Mary  married  Reuben  Young,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Maryville;  Isaac 
was  a  merchant,  lived  in  Idaho,  and  he  remained  single;  Alice  married  Frank 
Young,  of  Polk  township;  Alexander  is  farming  in  Nebraska;  Elizabeth  mar¬ 
ried  Ray  Stewart  and  lives  near  Bedison  Station,  this  county ;  George  lives 
in  Idaho;  Clara  married  George  Parsons  and  is  now  living  in  Texas;  Thomas 
died  when  nine  years  of  age;  Erastus  lives  on  a  part  of  his  father’s  farm; 
Susan  married  Harry  Coulter  and  lives  in  Vernon  county,  Missouri. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  each  child  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  at  their 
marriage,  and  has  since  given  each  one  two  thousand  and  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.  making  a  total  of  twenty-six  hundred  dollars  to  each  child,  besides  as¬ 
sisting  them  as  needed  in  business  matters,  loans,  etc.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright 
have  thirty-two  grandchildren  and  ten  great-grandchildren. 
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Mr.  Wright  has  been  a  loyal  Republican  since  his  youth  and  since  the 
party  was  started ;  he  is  not  a  church  man,  but  is  liberal  in  his  views,  a  well- 
read  man  and  one  in  whom  the  utmost  confidence  is  reposed  by  all  who  know 
him,  one  who  takes  a  delight  in  the  general  development  of  his  community 
and  has  done  as  much  if  not  more  for  its  advancement  than  any  other.  He  is 
well  known  and  highly  esteemed. 


SAMUEL  C.  McCLUSKEY. 

The  men  who  have  pushed  forward  the  wheels  of  progress  have  been 
those  to  whom  satisfaction  lies  ever  in  the  future,  who  have  labored  continu¬ 
ously,  always  finding  in  each  transition  stage  an  incentive  to  further  effort. 
Samuel  C.  McCluskey,  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  in  Maryville,  is 
one  whose  well-directed  efforts  have  gained  for  him  a  position  of  desirable 
prominence  in  the  industrial,  social  and  civic  life  of  Nodaway  county,  and 
it  is  with  a  feeling  of  satisfaction  that  the  writer  essays  to  touch  briefly  upon 
the  salient  facts  in  his  career. 

Mr.  McCluskey  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  seven  miles  west  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  January  1,  1836,  but  he  grew  to  maturity  on  a 
farm.  His  father,  John  McCluskey,  was  born  in  Ireland  and  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Pennsylvania  when  a  small  lad,  and  here  he  married  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Hall,  who  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania.  They  spent 
their  lives  on  a  farm  in  that  state,  Mr.  McCluskey  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
six  years.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  the  eastern  army. 
Samuel  C.  McCluskey,  when  a  young  man,  began  teaching  school,  his  first 
school  being  in  West  Virginia,  at  Leon.  It  was  at  the  time  of  John  Brown’s 
raid  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  and  he  was  suspected  of  being  an  emissary  of  Brown, 
and  he  was  watched  by  the  authorities.  Being  fifteen  miles  from  town,  he 
went  there  to  get  his  mail  and  was  asked  to  give  an  explanation  of  his  busi¬ 
ness,  and  for  a  time  he  was  fearful  of  being  seized.  His  pupils  were  mostly 
married  men  who  desired  to  learn  to  read. 

Mr.  McCluskey  finally  turned  his  attention  to  dentistry,  leaving  his 
office  to  enlist  in  Battery  G,  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  under  Captain 
Young,  early  in  1862,  serving  through  the  war  and  receiving  an  honorable 
discharge  at  Harrisburg.  Pennsylvania.  He  served  with  much  credit  in 
the  famous  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was  sent  to  City  Point,  and  on  an 
armed  transport  conducted  prisoners  to  Dry  Tortagus  Island.  He  also 
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guarded  prisoners  at  Ft.  Delaware  and  became  sergeant,  and  was  detached 
and  sent  to  headquarters  for  special  service.  He  received  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  at  the  close  of  the  war,  having  served  over  three  years. 

Mr.  McCluskev  came  to  Maryville  in  the  fall  of  1866.  He  had  finished 
learning  his  profession  and  opened  a  dental  office  here,  being  a  pioneer  in 
this  line.  He  also  took  up  teaching  in  Maryville  in  1867  in  a  school  house 
on  the  site  of  the  present  high  school  building,  a  two-roomed,  unplastered 
brick,  Professor  John  Owens  being  principal  and  Emma  Cannon  Mr,  Mc- 
Cluskey's  assistant.  He  was  teaching  at  the  time  he  was  elected  county 
superintendent  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  he  continued  to  teach  that  year  out. 
Prof.  John  Edwards  was  principal  that  year.  He  was  a  man  of  scholarly 
attainments  and  an  attorney. 

As  superintendent,  Mr.  McCluskey  was  compelled  to  examine  teach¬ 
ers,  there  being  about  sixty  teachers  in  the  county  at  that  time,  but  no  visi¬ 
tation  of  the  schools  was  required,  except  at  Maryville.  He  performed  his 
duties  so  faithfully  that  he  was  re-elected  to  this  position  for  a  period  of 
fourteen  years  consecutively,  during  which  time  the  school  laws  were  changed 
three  or  four  times,  he  finally  being  urged  to  visit  the  schools  each  year. 
During  all  that  time  he  continued  very  successfully  his  dental  practice.  In 
1866  he  visited  the  communities  between  Council  Bluffs  and  St.  Joseph,  pro¬ 
fessionally,  but  the  people  did  not  understand  the  need  of  dentistry,  and  it 
took  a  long  time  to  educate  them  in  this  department  of  science,  to  prove  to 
them  the  necessity  of  having  dental  work  done.  He  continued  his  office 
for  twenty  years. 

In  the  days  when  Mr.  McCluskey  was  connected  with  the  schools  of 
Nodaway  county  conditions  were  decidedly  primitive.  There  was  no  system 
in  the  schools  and-  teachers  were  poorly  paid,  as  a  rule ;  regular  examinations 
were  held,  fifty  per  cent,  correct  answers  being  demanded.  All  failed  once 
when  about  twelve  made  the  trial,  and  at  a  second  effort  only  three  passed 
out  of  nine.  Districts  were  small  and  the  country  had  few  schools  owing 
to  lack  of  teachers.  But  it  was  soon  seen  that  something  was  needed  :  more 
and  better  teachers,  and  a  higher  per  cent,  was  demanded  on  examinations 
and  each  teacher  was  compelled  to  work  to  hold  a  place.  In  1868  the  teacher 
who  failed  in  Iowa  could  secure  employment  in  Missouri  with  ease ;  but 
the  system  was  finally  reversed,  and  fourteen  years  later  the  teacher  who 
failed  in  Missouri  could  get  a  position  in  Iowa. 

,  Mr.  McCluskey  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  several  years,  selling 
out  in  1886,  then  took  a  pre-emption  claim  in  Colorado,  where  he  spent  two 
years  and  finally  passed  it  up,  but  he  enjoyed  his  experiences  of  western 
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life.  He  also  spent  some  time  in  Texas  and  Arkansas.  Upon  returning 
to  Maryville  he  assisted  in  incorporating  the  town,  served  in  its  council 
and  finally  as  mayor  for  one  term.  As  a  Republican  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  Chicago  national  convention  that  nominated  Garfield  for  President.  He 
has  long  been  influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party  in  Missouri. 

Mr.  McCluskey  retired  from  the  drug  trade  about  1909  and  is  now 
living  retired.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  Union  Veteran 
League,  assisting  to  organize  the  local  lodge  when  there  were  but  two  such 
lodges  in  Missouri,  and  he  was  elected  its  colonel.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  was  charter  member  of  the  first  post  organ¬ 
ized  at  Maryville. 

Mr.  McCluskey  was  married  at  Maryville  on  May  5,  1869,  to  Anna  M. 
Kemper,  who  was  horn  in  Ross  county,  Ohio,  October  29,  1851.  She  came 
to  Missouri  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Coover,  the  latter’s  husband  having 
been  formerly  an  attorney  at  Maryville.  Mrs.  McCluskey  died  on  October 
15,  1879,  being  less  than  twenty-eight  years  old.  One  daughter  was  born 
to  this  union,  Maude  Ethel,  who  is  keeping  house  for  her  father. 


WASHINGTON  F.  MERCER. 

Many  of  the  best  citizens  of  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  came  here 
from  the  old  Blue  Brass  state,  and,  although  they  have  found  conditions 
entirely  different  from  those  they  left  behind,  they  have  been  pleased,  in  the 
main,  with  their  new  homes  and  have  lived  the  balance  of  their  days  here, 
becoming,  most  of  them,  well  fixed  and  comfortably  located.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  Washington  F.  Mercer,  living  four  and  one-half  miles 
east  of  Maryville.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Kentucky,  August  24, 
1838,  the  son  of  Richard  and  Lorena  (Weaver)  Mercer,  both  born  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  The  grandfather,  Nicholas  Mercer,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  it  was  during  that  war  that  he  came  to  Kentucky,  later  moving  his 
family  thither.  In  1855  the  family  came  to  Savannah,  Andrew  county, 
Missouri,  from  which  place  they  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  and  six  miles 
northeast  of  Maryville  Richard  Mercer  entered  land  and  there  lived  many 
years.  His  neighbors  were  the  Cravenses  and  a  Mr.  Moffitt.  The  land 
roundabout  was  prairie,  and  the  farm  first  settled  by  Richard  Mercer  is 
now  owned  by  Christopher  Bookman.  The  father  of  the  subject  lived  to 
be  ninety-three  years  of  age,  his  death  occurring  in  Ray  county,  Missouri. 
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His  family  was  composed  of  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  were  sons 
and  six  were  daughters,  namely :  Allen  R.  lives  in  Kansas ;  C.  Perry  lives 
in  Ray  county,  Missouri;  Washington  F.,  of  this  review;  James  M.  lives 
in  Ray  county;  Archie  H.  lives  in  Nodaway  county;  John  B.  lives  in  Okla¬ 
homa;  Barton  Stone  lives  in  Gentry  county;  Linus  Boyd  died  in  St.  Joseph; 
Elizabeth  married  and  died  in  Linn  county,  Missouri ;  Sarah  is  the  wife  of 
L.  S.  Wilson,  of  Nodaway  county;  Amanda  married  David  Stewart,  who 
is  living  retired  in  Maryville;  Hannah  Ann  married  George  Williams,  who 

is  living  retired  in  Maryville ;  Mary  married  George  Anderson  and  died  in 

Nodaway  county  about  1885  ;  the  youngest  child  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years. 

Washington  F.  Mercer  remained  at  home  until  he  was  past  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  bought  his  present  land,  which  was  all  uncultivated, 
at  ten  dollars  per  acre,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  five 

miles  east  of  the  court  house,  and  on  this  place  he  made  his  home  for  a 

period  of  thirty-five  years  and  developed  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  donated  one  acre  to  the  Alt.  Ayre  Methodist  church;  he  also  helped 
build  the  church,  but  he  is  not  a  member  of  the  same.  His  farm  is  now  all 
in  cultivation  and  is  well  improved  in  every  respect.  He  carries  on  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  growing  a  great  deal  of  grain.  Although  going 
in  debt  for  his  land  and  rearing  a  large  family,  he  has  succeeded  in  laying 
by  a  competency  and  paid  his  land  out,  improved  it  and  has  a  very  neat  and 
comfortable  home.  He  began  farming  with  few  tools,  had  no  harrow,  but 
used  a  brush  and  a  drag  with  which  he  put  in  his'  grain.  The  country  was 
overrun  with  lots  of  wild  game  when  he  came  here  and  he  frequently  took 
extensive  hunts,  sometimes  bagging  a  deer  and  wild  turkeys. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mercer  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  been  an  independent 
voter.  During  the  Civil  war  his  sympathies  were  with  the  South,  but  he 
sent  a  substitute  to  the  front  in  the  Union  army  and  went  to  Virginia  City, 
Montana,  later  to  Idaho  City,  remaining  until  the  close  of  the  war,  having 
been  there  during  the  days  of  the  vigilance  committee.  He  has  recently 
visited  that  country,  and  where  he  formerly  camped  in  the  wilds  land  is  now 
worth  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre.  He  also  visited  his  native 
Kentucky  home  and  found  hundreds  of  his  relatives.  He  found  conditions 
greatly  improved  in  that  country  also. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  married,  on  October  13,  1867,  to  Clarinda  Wilson, 
daughter  of  Reason  and  Sarah  (Clapp)  Wilson.  She  was  born  March  20, 
1848,  in  Clark  county,  Illinois.  He  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
in  the  spring  of  1865  and  settled  in  the  bottoms  just  east  of  Maryville, 
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where  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Mercer :  Rosetta  married  Columbus  Moss  and 
died  when  twenty-five  years  old,  leaving  two  children,  Roland  and  Alma 
Idella,  both  of  whom  were  reared  by  Mr.  Mercer;  Andrew  is  a  ranchman 
in  Montana;  Lucinda  married  P.  J.  Alexander,  of  Nodaway  county,  and  is 
now  living  in  Montana;  Levi  is  a  ranchman  in  Wyoming;  Benjamin  F.  is 
with  his  brother  in  Montana;  Dabie  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  Albert  is 
a  farmer  in  Nodaway  county;  Catherine  is  living  at  home;  Leona  married 
Louie  Whited,  of  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway  county;  Fisher  is  living  at 
home. 


JOHN  G.  THORNHILL. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  whose  lives  have  been  such 
as  to  gain  for  them  success  and  at  the  same  time  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community  in  general,  the  name  of  John  G.  Thornhill  should  be  in¬ 
cluded,  for  such  are  the  men  who  are  eminently  entitled  to  representation 
in  a  publication  of  this  nature,  and  we  are  glad  to  incorporate  a  review  of  his 
life  history  herein. 

Mr.  Thornhill,  after  an  active  and  well-directed  life,  is  living  retired 
in  his  cozy  Maryville  home.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Sunflower  state,  having 
been  born  in  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas,  July  22,  1858,  the  son  of  Achilles  and  Nancy 
(Groves)  Thornhill,  both  natives  of  Grant  county,  Kentucky,  from  which 
they  moved  to  Illinois.  They  then  went  to  Kansas  in  1857  and  in  :86i  came 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  The  father  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and 
was  successful  wherever  he  plied  his  vocation ;  also  engaged  in  stock  raising. 
He  settled  in  Lincoln  township  in  the  northeast  corner,  within  one  mile  of 
Bradyville,  Iowa,  which  is  on  the  state  line.  He  bought  wild  prairie  land 
and  traded  his  Kansas  land,  developed  a  good  farm  in  Lincoln  township 
and  lived  there  until  1870,  when  he  moved  to  the  north  part  of  Atchison 
county.  In  1875  he  went  to  Texas,  locating  in  Grayson  county  on  a  farm 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  on  November  22,  1878,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  Two  years  later  his  widow  moved  to  Iowa 
with  her  five  children,  of  which  number  John  G.  was  the  youngest.  He  and 
his  brother,  Thomas  A.,  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  began  working  on  a 
farm  seven  miles  northwest  of  Afaryville,  in  Polk  township.  Their  sister 
losie  came  here  and  married  A.  C.  Cadwell ;  Thomas  A.  now  lives  in  Chau¬ 
tauqua  county,  Kansas.  One  sister  married  Lafe  Dawson  and  had  re- 
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mained  in  Nodaway  county.  The  mother  came  here  and  died  at  her  home 
on  August  2,  1882.  She  had  kept  the  farm,  which  Thomas  A.  finally 
bought  and  on  which  he  lived  until  he  went  to  Chautauqua  county,  Kansas, 
about  1900;  Mrs.  Dawson  now  lives  in  Maryville. 

About  twenty  years  ago  John  G.  Thornhill  bought  his  present  farm 
on  which  he  lived  until  recently.  He  has  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
choice  land,  well  improved  and  very  productive.  He  gave  his  close  attention 
to  his  place  until  he  retired  in  1898,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  in  Mary¬ 
ville  ;  however,  he  still  operates  the  farm,  carrying  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits,  giving  considerable  attention  to  stock  raising.  For  this  land  he 
paid  thirty,  forty  and  forty-five  dollars  per  acre.  Land  near  his  farm  is 
now  selling  for  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  Mr. 
Thornhill’s  place  is  one  of  the  best  and  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the 
township,  being  in  one  of  the  very  best  sections  of  the  county.  In  the  fall 
of  1909  Mr.  Thornhill  built  a  modern,  attractive  and  substantial  home  in 
Maryville  at  the  corner  of  Market  and  Sixth  streets. 

Mr.  Thornhill  is  a  Democrat,  but  no  politician.  He  has  served  in  the 
city  council  twice,  but  has  resigned  from  this  position. 

On  May  21,  1882,  Mr.  Thornhill  married  Sarah  E.  Workman,  daughter 
of  William  and  Margaret  (Weaver)  Workman,  whose  sketch  appears  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  Her  family  has  long  been  well  established  and 
influential  in  their  community,  and  she  has  proved  to  be  a  fit  companion  for 
a  man  of  Mr.  Thornhill's  characteristics,  which  are  such  as  to  stamp  him 
as  a  worthy,  energetic,  reliable  and  genteel  gentleman.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Nellie  E.  married 
J.  D.  Newlon  and  lives  in  South  St.  Joseph,  Missouri ;  Ola  married  Lon 
Lyle,  a  farmer  in  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri ;  William 
A.  is  living  at  home.  Both  daughters  graduated  from  the  Maryville  high 
school,  and  Nellie  taught  very  successfully  in  Nodaway  county  for  five  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thornhill  are  members  of  the  Christian  church  of  Mary¬ 
ville.  Mr.  Thornhill  is  a  member  of  Nodaway  Lodge.  No.  470,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 


JAMES  M.  JOHNSON. 

Nodaway  county  has  been  the  home  and  the  scene  of  the  successful 
labors  of  many  able,  broad-minded  and  public-spirited  citizens,  and  stand¬ 
ing  as  a  worthy  representative  of  this  class  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  above.  He  has  long  enjoyed  an  enviable  record  as  one  of  the 
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progressive  farmers  and  stock  growers  of  Nodaway  county,  where  he  has 
long  maintained  his  home  and  devoted  his  attention  to  the  development  of 
a  fine  farm  which  is  situated  in  Polk  township  and  so  well  managed  that  it 
yields  its  owner  from  year  to  year  a  comfortable  income,  he  being  now 
able  to  live  comfortably  in  the  attractive  city  of  Maryville,  enjoying  that 
rest  which  his  former  labors  so  richly  entitle  him  to. 

James  M.  Johnson  was  born  in  Anderson  county,  eastern  Tennessee, 
on  July  31,  1841,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  receiving  a  fair  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  During  the  Civil  war  he  went 
to  Kentucky  as  a  refugee  to  avoid  conscription  in  the  Confederate  army. 
At  the  close  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  home,  but  in  1867,  believing  that 
better  land  and  opportunities  lay  further  to  the  northwest,  he  started  for 
Kansas.  On  the  way  he  stopped  with  relatives  in  Illinois,  who  persuaded  him 
to  go  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  He  followed  their  advice  and  after 
remaining  here  several  years  he,  in  1872,  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Polk  township,  this  county,  lying  six  miles  northwest  of  Maryville.  His 
total  cash  capital  at  that  time  was  two  thousand  dollars,  but  he  at  once 
went  to  work  with  a  will,  improved  his  property  and  by  diligent  efforts  and 
good  management  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  adjoining  land  until  eventu¬ 
ally  his  holdings  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  for  which  he 
paid  from  eighteen  to  fifty  dollars  an  acre.  He  erected  good  farm  buildings 
and  all  the  improvements  he  made  were  permanent  and  substantial  in  nature. 
He  here  carried  on  general  farming  operations,  but  gave  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  good  livestock,  which  he  found  to  be  a 
very  profitable  source  of  income.  He  exercised  sound  judgment  and  wise 
discrimination  in  all  his  operations,  and  consequently  justly  merited  the 
success  which  rewarded  his  efforts.  Having  reached  a  condition  of  compar¬ 
ative  independence,  Mr.  Johnson,  in  1904,  retired  from  the  active  labor  of 
the  farm  and  came  to  Maryville  to  reside,  having  acquired  here  a  very 
attractive  and  comfortable  residence  property.  He  still  owns  the  farm  and 
in  a  measure  keeps  in  touch  with  its  operation,  though  he  leaves  its  actual 
operation  to  other  hands. 

On  September  2,  1869,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Lucy 
Archer,  of  Campbell  county,  Tennessee,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children  :  Florence,  who  is  the  wife  of  W.  T.  Gray,  a  commer¬ 
cial  salesman  residing  at  Maryville ;  Henrietta,  who  was  a  successful  teacher 
in  Nodaway  county,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  K.  Clark,  and  she  died  in 
Colorado  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years ;  Flossie,  who  was  formerly  a  music 
teacher,  is  now  the  wife  of  R.  T.  Jones,  of  White  Cloud  township,  this 
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county;  Walter  E.,  who  also  was  a  teacher  in  the  Nodaway  county  schools, 
is  a  mechanic  residing  in  Pickering;  Leonard  Luster  is  a  traveling  sales¬ 
man  for  a  St.  Louis  carpet  house;  Ernest  Archer  is  employed  as  a  stenog¬ 
rapher  in  a  railroad  office  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  Floyd  O.  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years;  Bonnie  Myrl  is  a  teacher  in  the  schools  at  Elmo, 
this  county ;  Lois  is  a  student  in  the  Maryville  high  school  with  the  class 
of  1911. 

Politically,  Mr.  Johnson  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and,  though  never 
an  office  seeker,  he  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  served  in  that 
capacity  eight  years,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all.  Religiously  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church,  to  which  they  are 
generous  givers  of  their  time  and  means.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  qualities 
of  character  and  enjoys  in  a  marked  degree  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  WOODS. 

No  farmer  in  Nodaway  county  carries  on  his  work  in  all  its  diversified 
lines  with  more  careful  discrimination  and  foresight  that  tends  to  definite 
success,  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above,  who  has  developed  a 
fine  farm  in  Green  township.  Mr.  Woods  is  a  native  of  the  old  Buckeye 
state,  having  been  born  at  Newark,  Ohio,  on  the  3d  day  of  June.  1841.  He 
is  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Martha  (Spencer)  Woods,  both  of  whom  also  were 
natives  of  Ohio,  where  for  many  years  the  father  success  full}'  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits.  In  1855  he  brought  his  family  to  Illinois,  where  he 
followed  similar  lines  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  located  on  a  farm  west  of  Burlington  Junction.  He  there  carried  on 
farming  operations  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  retired,  his  death  occur¬ 
ring  at  Burlington  Junction.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political 
faith  and  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
church.  He  possessed  many  splendid  qualities  of  character  and  commanded 
universal  respect  in  the  several  communities  where  he  had  lived.  To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  of  which  number  seven  grew  to  years  of 
maturity. 

The  subject’s  maternal  grandfather,  Gen.  John  Spencer,  of  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  was  born  in  Huntington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  served  in  the 
war  of  1812,  attaining  the  rank  of  general.  Mr.  Woods  has  in  his  possession 
a  letter  written  by  General  Spencer  to  his  brother  William,  dated  April  23. 
1815.  General  Spencer  married  Elizabeth  Moore,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  they 
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had  the  following  children:  William,  John,  David,  Charles.  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth,  and  Martha  and  Catherine  (twins),  Martha  having  been  the  mother  of 
Mrs.  Woods.  On  April  30,  1827,  General  Spencer  was  drowned  three  miles 
north  of  Newark,  Ohio,  having  settled  in  1805  on  a  farm  north  of  that 
city  and  residing  there  at  the  time  of  his  death,  his  remains  now  resting  there. 
His  wife  died  on  February  19,  1830,  and  her  remains  were  laid  beside  those 
of  her  husband.  Religiously,  they  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

William  Woods  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and  is  indebted 
to  the  public  schools  for  his  educational  discipline,  this  having  been  liberally 
supplemented  during  the  subsequent  years  by  extensive  reading  and  habits  of 
close  observation.  He  accompanied  the  family  on  their  removal  from  Ohio 
to  Illinois,  and  in  the  latter  state  he  devoted  himself  to  the  tilling  of  the 
soil  until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  in  Green 
township,  where,  the  year  before,  he  had  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  of 
which  was  practically  unimproved.  He  at  once  put  up  the  necessary  farm 
buildings  and  when  he  had  things  in  presentable  shape  sent  back  to  Illinois  for 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  recently  married.  They  resided  on  this  farm  until 
1908,  and  in  the  meantime  brought  the  place  up  to  the  highest  standard  of 
excellence.  Other  lands  were  added  to  the  original  farm  from  time  to  time, 
the  farm  eventually  comprising  about  five  hundred  acres  and  ranking  with 
the  best  farms  in  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  Woods  erected  a  comfortable  and 
attractive  residence  in  Burlington  Junction,  in  the  midst  of  a  twenty-acre  tract 
and  there  he  is  now  living,  having  in  some  measure  relinquished  the  active 
toil  which  characterized  his  years  on  the  farm.  He  gave  his  attention  to  a 
general  line  of  farming,  including  the  raising  of  livestock,  principally  hogs 
and  cattle,  and  in  all  his  operations  he  met  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  suc¬ 
cess.  He  has  other  business  interests  aside  from  farming  and  is  a  director  in 
the  County  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

On  January  26,  1871,  Mr.  Woods  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sallie 
Paine,  the  union  being  blessed  with  three  offspring,  Mary  E.,  Rosa  Belle 
and  J.  Grace.  Mary  E.  became  the  wife  of  James  E.  Hagev.  Rosa  B.,  who 
died  on  July  21,  1904,  was  the  wife  of  Jeral  Boyer. 

Politically,  Mr.  Woods  is  a  Republican  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  campaigns  of  his  party.  He  was  honored  by  election  as  county  judge, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  re-elected,  thus  serving  two  terms, 
to  the  eminent  satisfaction  of  the  voters  of  the  county.  His  religious  faith  is 
embraced  in  the  creed  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  church,  to  which 
he  belongs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of  Ancient 
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Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  in  which  he  has  taken  many  degrees.  He  belongs 
to  the  blue  lodge  of  Master  Masons,  the  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  and 
the  commandery  of  Knights  Tempiar  in  the  York  rite,  while  in  the  Scottish 
rite  he  has  taken  all  the  degrees  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second,  having 
been  the  fifth  person  in  Nodaway  county  to  take  this  exalted  degree.  He  is 
also  a  Shriner  and  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

This  sketch  should  not  be  closed  without  reference  to  the  military 
service  of  the  subject.  On  August  13,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  con¬ 
tinuously  until  August,  1865,  a  period  of  three  years.  He  proved  a  valiant 
and  courageous  soldier  and  took  part  in  a  number  of  the  most  hotly  con¬ 
tested  battles  of  that  great  conflict. 


ALBERT  WILSON. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Independence  township.  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  who  have  attained  to  a  definite  measure  of  success  through  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  talents  of  industry,  sound  judgment  and  stanch  integrity,  must  be 
numbered  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  owns  a  fine  and  attractive  farm  and 
who  is  numbered  among  the  representative  farmers  of  his  community.  Mr. 
Wilson  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in 
Worth  county,  on  November  30,  1867.  He  is  a  son  of  W.  A.  and  Harriet 
(Sharps)  Wilson,  the  former  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  latter  of  Iowa. 
When  a  young  man,  W.  A.  Wilson  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land,  but,  through  misfortune,  he  lost  it,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  went  to  the  Black  Hills,  where  he  successfully  carried  on  extensive 
mining  operations.  After  remaining  in  the  Black  Hills  for  twenty -five 
years,  he  returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  again  bought  the  land  he  had 
formerly  owned  here,  comprising  a  tract  of  eight  hundred  and  ten  acres. 
Of  this,  he  has  since  given  to  each  of  his  five  sons  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres.  He  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  seven 
are  living.  In  politics  he  was  aligned  with  the  Democratic  party  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian  church.  The  subject's  paternal 
grandparents  were  Jerry  and  Elizabeth  (Lockett)  Wilson.  The  latter  was 
born  in  Bortetourt  county,  Virginia,  on  March  2,  1813,  and  her  death  oc¬ 
curred  at  Sheridan,  this  county,  on  March  13,  1905,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two 
years,  eight  months  and  ten  days.  She  was  a  consistent  member  of  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  church  from  girlhood.  Mr.  Wilson  died  at  Sidney, 
Iowa,  about  1882. 

Albert  Wilson  spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the  parental  roof  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  advantage  of  a  good  common  school  education.  He  was  brought 
to  Nodaway  county  in  boyhood  and  has  remained  a  resident  of  this  county 
since.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  land  in 
Independence  township,  where  he  carries  on  general  farming  operations  with 
pronounced  success.  He  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  livestock,  giving  special  attention  to  Hereford  cattle  and 
Poland  China  hogs.  Practical  and  progressive  in  his  methods,  he  keeps  in 
touch  with  advanced  ideas  relating  to  husbandry  and  stock  raising  and  has 
gained  an  enviable  reputation  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  county. 
He  owns  an  attractive  home,  the  surroundings  of  which  present  a  pleasing 
aspect. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Wilson  has  always  supported  the  Democratic  party, 
while  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Christian  church,  to  which  his 
wife  also  belongs. 

On  May  14,  1902,  Mr.  Wilson  married  Della  Risser,  a  native  of  Colo¬ 
rado  and  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Jane  Ann  (Lock)  Risser,  who  are  men¬ 
tioned  elsewhere  in  this  work  in  the  sketch  of  Sanford  L.  Wilson.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  have  been  born  two  children,  Glennon  and  Retha,  who  are 
at  home.  In  every  avenue  of  life’s  activities  in  which  he  has  engaged,  Mr. 
Wilson  has  performed  his  full  part,  having  always  been  deeply  interested  in 
whatever  tends  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his  township  and  county  and 
to  him  as  much  as  to  any  one  man  is  the  community  indebted  for  the  material 
development  for  which  it  has  long  been  noted.  He  has  also  used  his  influence 
in  behalf  of  all  moral  and  benevolent  movements.  His  career  has  been  that 
of  a  devoted  husband,  kind  father  and  upright  citizen,  in  whom  the  commun¬ 
ity  reposes  the  utmost  confidence. 


COLIN  JOHNSTON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  devoted  his  life  mainly  to  farming,  having 
maintained  his  home  in  Nodaway  county  for  over  forty  years.  He  has  pros¬ 
pered  and  has  done  much  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  at  large,  and 
as  a  result  of  his  honorable  record,  his  public  spirit  and  his  genial  disposition, 
he  has  won  a  position  of  honor  and  trust  in  this  countv  that  will  be  permanent. 

(57) 
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Colin  Johnston  was  born  in  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  in  1857,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Jane  (Maxwell)  Johnston,  the  former  having  been  a  native 
of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  and  the  latter  born  in  Springfield,  West  Virginia.  In 
[863  the  family  removed  to  Monticello,  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  four  years,  moving  in  1867  to  the  farm  in  the  northeast  part  of  Nod¬ 
away  township  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  original  pur¬ 
chase  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  wild  land,  one  hundred 
acres  of  which  had  been  broken  though  not  put  in  cultivation.  At  that  time 
Maryville  was  the  nearest  market  and  Savannah  the  nearest  railroad  point, 
and  from  the  latter  point  Mr.  Johnston  brought  his  family  by  team  to  their 
new  home.  On  this  place  James  Johnston  maintained  his  residence  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1903.  He  was  a  hard  working  man  and  a  successful 
farmer,  having  made  many  permanent  and  substantial  improvements  in  his 
farm,  which  eventually  was  numbered  among  the  best  farms  of  the  township. 
He  was  a  broad-minded  and  public-spirited  man  and  took  a  leading  part  in 
local  public  affairs,  though  he  never  sought  public  office  for  himself.  In  his 
earlier  years  he  had  been  identified  with  the  Knownothing  party,  being  a  man 
of  pronounced  views  and  true  to  his  honest  convictions.  At  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years  he  turned  his  attention  to  religious  thoughts  and  identified  himself 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  became  an  earnest  supporter. 
To  James  and  Jane  Johnston  were  born  eight  children,  of  which  number  three 
lived  to  mature  years. 

Colin  Johnston  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  his  education 
partly  in  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  where  the  school  was  conducted  in  his  father’s 
house,  but  the  major  part  of  his  school  attendance  was  at  Clearmont,  Mis¬ 
souri.  He  has  always  resided  on  the  home  farm,  he  and  the  other  heirs  operat¬ 
ing  the  place  conjointly.  Mr.  Johnston  gives  considerable  attention  to  the 
breeding  and  raising  of  Poland-China  hogs  and  Durham  cattle,  which  he  has 
found  to  be  a  profitable  source  of  income,  along  with  his  other  farming  opera¬ 
tions.  He  is  progressive  in  his  methods,  keeping  in  close  touch  with  the  most 
advanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  husbandry  and  is  considered  a 
thoroughly  up-to-date  farmer. 

In  1889  Mr.  Johnston  married  Julia  Clark,  whose  death  occurred  in  189.]. 
or  1895.  To  them  were  born  two  sons,  Elmer  C.  and  one  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  The  former  remains  at  home  with  his  father.  In  matters  political, 
Mr.  Johnston  is  aligned  with  the  Republican  party  and  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  general  public  events,  being  a  close  reader  and  honest  thinker.  His  relig¬ 
ious  membership  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  is  an 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


899 


earnest  supporter  and  to  which  he  gives  generously  of  his  means.  He  belongs 
to  that  class  of  citizens  who  by  their  support  of  the  moral,  political  and 
social  status  for  the  general  good,  promote  the  real  welfare  of  their  respective 
communities. 


C.  I.  HANX. 

Although  well  known  and  highly  esteemed,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is 
inclined  to  be  averse  to  any  notice  savoring  of  adulation  and  prefers  to  let 
his  record  rather  than  the  fulsome  praise  of  the  chronicler  speak  for  him,  and 
in  giving  this  sketch  only  facts  meriting  recognition  are  adhered  to. 

C.  I.  Hann  was  born  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  the  13th  day  of  September, 
1868,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Ramey)  Hann.  His  parents  were 
natives  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  father  being  a  well  driller  by  trade,  and 
they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1879,  on  the  first  train  that  ar¬ 
rived  at  Burlington  Junction  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad. 
Mr.  Hann  here  established  himself  in  his  regular  occupation  and  was  so  en¬ 
gaged  until  his  retirement  from  active  business.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and,  with  his  wife,  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education  in  public  and  private 
schools  at  Burlington  Junction,  and  in  his  young  manhood  he  was  employed 
as  stenographer  in  the  law  office  of  M.  T.  Banley,  of  Burlington  Junction. 
While  is  this  office  he  took  up  the  study  of  law  and,  after  forming  a  sufficient 
acquaintance  with  Kent  and  Blackstone.  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years.  In  1892  Mr.  Hann  entered  the  Commercial  Bank, 
at  Burlington  Junction,  which  was  then  located  where  the  First  National  Bank 
now  is.  He  served  efficiently  as  assistant  cashier  of  that  institution  four 
years,  when  the  Northwestern  Bank  of  Burlington  Junction  purchased  the 
Commercial  Bank,  the  subject  being  retained  for  two  years  in  the  position  of 
assistant  cashier.  Then  for  a  short  time  he  was  in  Iowa,  lint  in  1900,  when 
the  Junction  Bank  was  formed  at  Burlington  Junction,  Mr.  Hann  was  chosen 
cashier.  In  1902  this  bank  became  the  First  National  Bank,  Mr.  Hann  re¬ 
tained  the  cashiership  of  the  new  institution  and  being  the  present  incumbent. 
The  bank  has  enjoyed  remarkable  prosperity  since  its  reorganization,  and 
much  of  its  success  is  directly  attributed  to  the  sound  business  judgment  and 
executive  ability  of  its  cashier.  He  is  courteous  and  accommodating  in  his 
dealings  with  the  public  and  has  made  many  warm  friends. 
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In  1893  -^r-  Harm  was  united  in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  White,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  Jennie,  Dortha,  Berry  and  Ray¬ 
mond.  Mrs.  Hann  died  in  1898  and  in  1908  Mr.  Hann  married  Mrs.  Effie 
E.  Crane,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  they  move  in  the  best  social 
circles  of  the  city  of  their  residence,  both  being  deservedly  popular. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hann  is  aligned  with  the  Democratic  party  and  keeps 
in  touch  with  the  trend  of  public  affairs,  though  he  is  not  in  any  sense  a 
seeker  after  public  office  himself.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Re¬ 
ligiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support. 

Mr.  Hann  is  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  of  word  and  deed, 
courteous  and  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  address  and  honor  and  owing  to 
the  fact  that  he  is  yet  a  comparatively  young  man  and  has  achieved  such  a 
position  of  honor  and  trust  the  future  augurs  good  things  for  him. 


LEONARD  U.  HOUSTON. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  to  whom  has 
not  been  denied  a  full  measure  of  success.  He  is  distinctly  one  of  the  rep¬ 
resentative  citizens  of  Nodaway  township,  and  has  long  been  a  recognized 
factor  of  importance  in  connection  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county 
of  Nodaway.  He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Orme)  Houston,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  the  state  of  Indiana,  the  former  born  in  1841  and  the 
latter  in  1844.  These  parents,  on  coming  to  Missouri,  settled  first  in  the 
northern  part  of  Nodaway  county,  being  variously  employed,  and  subsequently 
the  father  entered  forty  acres  of  land,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  his  attention,  following  farming  during  the  rest  of  his 
life.  About  1870  he  located  on  a  farm  northeast  of  Burlington  Junction, 
where  he  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  though  his  total  hold¬ 
ings  eventually  amounted  to  between  five  hundred  and  six  hundred  acres. 
He  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  met  with  gratifying  suc¬ 
cess  in  both  lines.  Much  of  the  land  he  purchased  was  wild  prairie  land  at 
the  time,  and  this  he  improved  and  erected  good  farm  buildings  thereon. 
To  him  and  his  wife  were  born  five  children,  four  of  whom  were  reared  to 
mature  years.  Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party, 
in  the  success  of  which  he  always  took  an  active  interest,  though  never  aspir- 
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ing  to  hold  office.  In  religion,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  to  which  he  gave  an  earnest  support.  He  had  two  brothers  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  war,  one  of  whom,  Robert,  was  killed  in  battle.  Mr. 
Houston  died  in  1907;  his  wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  a  number 
of  years,  her  death  occurring  in  August,  1871. 

Leonard  U.  Houston  was  born  in  Nodaway  township,  this  county,  on 
March  7,  1869,  and  was  reared  by  his  parents.  He  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  then  took  a  business  course  in  Tarkio  College,  where  he  graduated 
in  January,  1890.  He  was  then  a  student  in  Stanbury  College,  but  did  not 
complete  his  course  there.  On  attaining  mature  years  he  took  upon  himself 
the  burden  of  the  farm  work  and  he  since  devoted  himself  to  that  line  of 
effort.  He  is  not  a  specialist,  but  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  also  feeds  some  livestock  for  the  market,  giving  special 
attention  to  Poland-China  hogs.  He  is  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  keeps 
in  touch  with  advanced  ideas  relating  to  farming  and  stock  raising,  thus 
insuring  a  maximum  of  success.  His  place  is  well  improved  and  its  general 
appearance  reflects  great  credit  on  the  owner. 

In  January,  1897,  Mr.  Houston  was  united  in  marriage  to  Elithe  C. 
Winemiller,  of  Worth  county,  this  state,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Harold  J.,  born  in  November,  1897,  died  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  December:  Elsie  H.,  born  in  January,  1899:  Mary  A.,  born  in  October. 
1901  ;  Mabel  C.,  November,  1903;  Lois  F.,  April,  1905;  Ruth  A.,  November. 
1906;  Hubert  Arthur,  July,  1908;  Helen  E.,  August,  1909. 

Politically,  Mr.  Houston  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
in  the  success  of  which  he  is  deeply  interested,  while  his  religious  membership 
is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is  essentially  public-spirited  and 
he  is  found  in  support  of  all  movements  which  promise  to  benefit  the  com¬ 
munity  in  any  legitimate  way.  He  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  and  is  well 
liked  by  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN  HALASEY. 

The  old  Empire  state  has  furnished  many  of  its  best  citizens  to  the 
newer  localities  of  the  West  and  Middle  West,  and  Missouri — rightly  alluded 
to  in  this  age  as  the  Empire  state  of  the  West — has  received  her  full  quota 
of  these  enterprising  citizens  from  New  York.  They,  as  a  rule,  have  assisted 
very  materially  in  the  development  of  whatever  community  they  have  chosen 
as  their  place  of  abode,  have  become  home  builders  and  have  been  welcomed 
in  all  sections. 
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Among  this  vast  horde  of  progressive  citizens  the  name  of  John  Hal- 
asey  should  be  included,  as  we  shall  see  by  a  study  of  his  career.  He  was 
born  in  Rochester,  New  York,  October  20,  1857,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Jo- 
hannah  (Brennan)  Halasey,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from  which  country 
they  came  to  America  when  young,  finally  making  their  way  into  the  interior 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  they  settled  in  Polk  township,  where  the 
father  died  about  1882. 

To  the  elder  Halasey  and  wife  six  children  were  born,  of  whom  John, 
of  this  review,  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  being  born  in  what  is  now 
Rochester,  New  York.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  accompanied  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since,  having 
taken  part  in  the  many  radical  changes  of  the  locality  during  his  citizenship 
here  of  forty  years.  Mr.  Halasey  has  devoted  his  life  exclusively  to  farming 
and  success  has  attended  his  efforts.  He  has  eighty  acres  of  well-improved 
land  on  which  is  a  good  home. 

Mr.  Halasey  was  married  in  Maryville,  on  August  30,  1891,  to  Carrie 
E.  Swinford,  who  was  born  in  Polk  township,  this  county,  October  24,  1872. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Angeline  E.  (Lee)  Swinford,  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  certificate  to  teach  when  just  fifteen  years  old,  and  taught  school  in 
Nodaway  county  for  several  years.  The  mother  died  in  Independence  town¬ 
ship.  September  7,  1897.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swin¬ 
ford,  of  whom  Mrs.  Halasey  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Halasey  eight  children  were  born,  seven  of  whom  survive,  named  as 
follows:  Nellie  J.,  Mary  C.,  Anna  M.,  James  C.,  Francis  R. ;  Angeline  J. 
died  in  her  fifth  year;  Leo  J.  and  Paul  A. 

Mr.  Halasey  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  he  takes  a  great  deal  of  inter¬ 
est  in  all  matters  of  importance  relating  to  his  county.  He  is  a  member  of 
St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church  at  Maryville.  At  one  time  he  was  elected 
county  assessor,  but  did  not  serve;  he  was  also  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  did  not  serve  in  that  capacity  either. 


ARTHUR  ALLAN  LEET. 

Among  the  successful,  energetic  young  men  of  Nodaway  county  whose 
efforts  and  influence  have  contributed  to  the  material  upbuilding  and  gen¬ 
eral  business  activity  of  their  respective  communities,  the  gentleman  of  whom 
the  biographer  writes  in  this  connection  occupies  a  conspicuous  place.  Being 
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ambitious  from  the  first,  he  has  accepted  and  overcome  all  discouraging 
situations  without  a  murmur  and,  resolutely  facing  the  future,  gradually  sur¬ 
mounted  the  difficulties  in  his  way  and  has  risen  to  a  prominent  position 
in  the  industrial  circles  of  Nodaway  county,  besides  winning  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  into  contact. 

Mr.  Leet  was  born  in  Elmwood,  Illinois,  September  22,  1875,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  J.  (Tucker)  Leet,  the  father  having  been  born 
in  Connecticut  in  1834.  He  farmed  at  his  old  New  England  home  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  followed  the  advice  of  the  great  editor  of  his 
period,  Horace  Greeley,  and  struck  out  for  the  West,  and  settled  near  Elm¬ 
wood,  Illinois,  and  went  into  the  stock  brokerage  business.  He  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago  in  1876  and  established  himself  in  the  commission  business,  and  there 
he  became  prominent  in  trade  circles,  being  president  of  the  Chicago  Board 
of  Trade  for  many  years,  the  affairs  of  which  he  managed  in  a  very  able  and 
satisfactory  manner.  By  the  exercise  of  excellent  business  qualities  he  ac¬ 
cumulated  a  competency,  and  in  1881  purchased  a  farm  of  eight  hundred 
acres  in  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  stocked  it  with 
thoroughbred  race  horses,  and  he  became  known  as  one  of  the  leading  horse¬ 
men  of  northwestern  Missouri,  his  fine  stock  taking  numerous  prizes  and 
winning  several  important  races  all  over  the  United  States.  He  sold  a  num¬ 
ber  of  high-priced  horses,  some  of  which  were  sent  to  England  and  France. 
He  was  active  in  business  in  Chicago  in  1900. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Leet  was  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason;  a  Congrega- 
tionalist  in  religious  matters  and  politically  a  Republican ;  he  was  also  a 
member  of  several  large  clubs.  He  was  a  genial,  forceful  character  whom  to 
know  was  to  respect  and  admire.  In  i860  he  married  Sarah  J.  Tucker,  who 
was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  in  1838,  the  daughter  of  a  sterling  old 
family  of  that  state.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  children  named 
as  follows:  Horace  F.,  Fred  T.,  Arthur  A.  (of  this  review)  and  Mary  L., 
wife  of  C.  L.  Gaim,  all  of  Maryville. 

Arthur  A.  Leet  was  educated  in  the  Chicago  schools,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  there  in  1892,  and  then  attended  the  University  of  Illinois 
for  two  years.  He  came  to  his  father’s  farm  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
in  1894,  and  worked  there  until  1899.  He  then  opened  a  feed  store  in  Mary¬ 
ville.  which  he  conducted  one  year;  then,  in  partnership  with  W.  H. 
Hudson,  he  opened  a  hardware  store,  which  they  successfully  conducted 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  during  which  time  they  built  up  a  large  trade 
with  the  town  and  surrounding  county.  In  the  meantime  he  acquired  a 
good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Nebraska,  and,  selling  out 
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his  hardware  store,  he  went  to  farming.  In  October,  1908,  he  opened  a  china 
store  in  Maryville,  which  he  has  continued  in  a  very  successful  manner  and 
is  enjoying  an  increasing  trade,  having  a  neat  and  well-arranged  store,  care¬ 
fully  stocked  with  a  complete  line  of  china,  cut  glass,  queensware,  wall  paper, 
picture  frames,  stationery,  sporting  goods,  magazines  and  postal  cards. 

Politically,  Mr.  Leet  is  a  Republican,  and  he  was  councilman  from  the 
third  ward  two  years,  being  president  of  the  council  during  that  time,  and 
he  made  a  very  commendable  record  in  the  same.  Religiously,  he  is  a 
Methodist,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Masons,  having  attained  the  thirtieth  de¬ 
gree;  he  is  a  member  of  the  chapter,  also,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Mr.  Leet  was 
married  on  August  13,  1902,  to  Caroline  Anderson,  a  native  of  Ohio.  She 
was  born  on  June  12,  1876. 


ROBESON  CRAVEN. 

Fame  may  look  to  the  clash  of  resounding  arms  for  its  heroes;  history’s 
pages  may  be  filled  with  a  record  of  the  deeds  of  the  great  who  have  de¬ 
stroyed  kingdoms  and  created  dynasties;  the  poet  may  sing  the  short  and 
simple  annals  of  the  poor ;  but  there  have  been  few  to  sound  the  praise  of 
the  brave  and  sturdy  pioneer  who,  among  the  truly  great  and  noble,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  deserving  of  at  least  a  little  space  in  the  category  of  the  immortals. 
To  him  more  than  to  any  other  is  civilization  indebted  for  the  brightest 
jewel  in  its  diadem,  for  it  was  he  that  blazed  the  way  and  acted  as  van¬ 
guard  for  the  mighty  army  of  progress  that  within  the  last  half  century  has 
transformed  Missouri  into  one  of  the  fairest  and  most  enlightened  of  the 
American  commonwealth’s  domains.  Among  these  early  comers  must  be 
numbered  the  members  of  the  Craven  family,  who  have  been  potential  factors 
in  the  development  of  the  resources  of  this  favored  section  of  the  state. 

Robeson  Craven,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Randolph  county,  North  Carolina,  on  August  16,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  An¬ 
derson  and  Frances  (Gilliland)  Craven.  Anderson  Craven,  who  was  born  in 
Randolph  county,  North  Carolina,  on  November  26,  1816,  was  the  son  of 
Thompson  Craven.  On  attaining  mature  years  he  took  up  farming  in  his  na¬ 
tive  state,  and  also  operated  a  distillery,  until  1855,  when  he  brought  his 
family  to  western  Iowa.  There  he  entered  upon  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
a  year  later  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  locating  on  a  fine  farm  of  four 
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hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Polk  township,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  personal  qualities  and  was  an  enterprising, 
hard-working  and  successful  farmer,  giving  also  considerable  attention  to 
the  handling  of  livestock,  in  both  of  which  lines  he  became  widely  known. 
His  death  occurred  on  March  31,  1894.  Politically,  he  was  a  stanch  Demo¬ 
crat,  while  in  religious  faith  he  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church. 

On  April  27,  1843,  in  North  Carolina,  he  was  married  to  Frances  Gilli¬ 
land,  who  was  born  October  16,  1820,  and  died  April  17,  1903.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  seven  are  living. 

Robeson  Craven  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  secured  his 
education  in  the  country  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  active  duties  of  life  on  his  own  account,  buying  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  and  enter¬ 
ing  at  once  on  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  He  had  had  good  practical 
experience  under  the  wise  direction  of  his  father,  and  he  gave  to  his  work  a 
thoughtful  and  intelligent  direction  and  a  persistent  and  well-applied  energy 
which  insured  his  success  from  the  start.  Besides  carrying  on  a  general 
line  of  farming,  he  also  devoted  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  and 
handling  of  livestock,  with  marked  success.  He  followed  these  pursuits 
actively  until  1903,  when,  having  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this  world's 
goods,  and  having  given  about  thirty  years  of  earnest  labor  to  the  tilling  of 
the  soil,  he  relinquished  the  hard  work  of  the  farm  and  moved  into  Mary¬ 
ville,  where  he  is  now  enjoying  that  rest  which  he  had  so  richly  earned. 
Aside  from  his  farm,  which  is  a  valuable  asset,  he  has  other  interests,  being 
a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Ravenwood,  one  of  the  solid  and  influential 
financial  institutions  of  Nodaway  county. 

On  December  25  (Christmas  day),  1875,  Mr.  Craven  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Nancy  Casteel,  daughter  of  James  Harvey  and  Nancy  (Mc¬ 
Creary)  Casteel,  who  was  born  on  May  17,  1857.  Politically,  Mr.  Craven 
is  an  ardent  Democrat,  though  he  has  been  too  busy  to  aspire  to  public 
office;  however,  he  has  at  all  times  taken  an  active  and  intelligent  interest 
in  local  public  affairs,  giving  his  unreserved  support  to  all  movements  which 
have  promised  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community  in  any  way.  Fraternally, 
he  is  an  appreciative  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  while  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Christian 
church,  to  which  he  gives  his  earnest  support.  In  the  community  where  he 
resides,  Mr.  Craven  is  held  in  the  highest  regard  by  all  classes,  who  esteem 
him  because  of  his  upright  life  and  high  personal  character. 
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CHARLES  LEMING  DILLE. 

Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  is  fortunate  in  having  among  her  citizen¬ 
ship  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  as  he  has, 
since  locating  here,  been  a  strong  and  potential  factor  in  business  affairs  and 
has  contributed  in  a  definite  way  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  Of  marked  business  and  executive  ability,  he  has  so  managed  his 
business  affairs  as  to  attain  a  definite  success,  and  today  he  is  numbered 
among  the  leading  business  men  and  representative  citizens  of  the  county. 

Charles  L.  Dille  was  born  August  17,  1866,  in  Lanesfield,  Kansas,  and 
is  a  son  of  Alfred  B.  and  Mary  E.  (Leming)  Dille.  Alfred  B.  Dille  was 
born  January  1,  1842,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Clark  L.  and 
Margaret  Dille.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  went  to  work  on  a  farm, 
but  eventually  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Lanesfield, 
Kansas.  Clark  L.  Dille  died  in  1907,  and  his  wife,  Margaret,  in  1892.  A. 
B.  Dille  is  now  living  on  his  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  at 
Lanesfield.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican;  religiously,  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church,  \vhile  his  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Grange.  On  September  9,  1865,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  E.  Leming,  who  was  born  in  Covington,  Kentucky,  on  August 
25,  1844,  her  parents  subsequently  moving  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  their 
deaths  occurred.  To  A.  B.  and  Mary  Dille  were  born  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  Lanesfield,  Kansas, 
in  1893. 

Charles  L.  Dille  received  a  good  practical  common  school  education, 
which  he  supplemented  by  attendance  at  business  colleges  at  Wichita,  Kansas, 
and  Ames,  Iowa.  Upon  completing  his  education  he  engaged  in  the  cream* 
ery  business  at  Edgerton,  Kansas,  where  he  remained  for  eight  years.  He 
then  assisted  in  the  consolidation  of  several  plants  and  became  the  active 
manager  of  a  large  plant  at  Ottawa,  Kansas,  where  he  remained  during  the 
following  three  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  his  interests  and 
went  to  Kansas  City,  where  he  organized  the  Meriden  Creamery  Company, 
of  which  he  became  secretary  and  treasurer.  Three  and  a  half  years  later 
he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  this  company  and  established  a  creamery  at 
Bethany,  Missouri,  which  he  still  owns.  In  October,  1908,  Mr.  Dille  came 
to  Maryville  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  Maryville  Creamery  Company, 
of  which  he  assumed  the  active  management.  His  practical  and  extensive 
experience  in  this  line  rendered  him  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  situation  here, 
and  his  efforts  as  the  executive  head  of  the  local  company  have  resulted  in 
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building  up  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  business.  The  Maryville 
Creamery  is  widely  and  favorably  known,  its  products,  which  are  sold  over  a 
wide  range  of  territory,  being  rated  among  the  very  best  on  the  market.  All 
the  cream  used  in  this  plant  is  furnished  by  Nodaway  county  farmers,  who 
are  thus  directly  benefited  by  the  industry,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  practi¬ 
cally  all  the  creamery  butter  consumed  in  the  county  is  furnished  by  this 
company.  They  also  ship  large  quantities  to  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  and 
the  eastern  markets.  The  daily  output  of  the  plant  is  one  thousand  pounds 
of  butter,  the  great  churn  having  a  capacity  of  twelve  hundred  pounds.  The 
plant  is  completely  equipped  in  every  respect,  the  machinery  including  a 
large  and  up-to-date  pasteurizer,  receiving  and  refining  vats  and  other  fea¬ 
tures  which  characterize  a  thoroughly  modern  and  sanitary  creamery.  In 
addition  to  the  production  of  butter,  the  company  also  manufactures  ice 
cream  in  large  quantities,  which  finds  a  ready  sale  in  Maryville  and  the 
surrounding  country,  the  popularity  of  the  product  attesting  its  high  quality. 
Mr.  Dille  gives  his  personal  attention  to  every  detail  of  the  business  and  the 
manufacture,  the  success  of  the  business  being  largely  due  to  his  practical 
knowledge  of  its  requirements  and  his  sound  business  judgment.  Among 
his  business  associates  he  is  held  in  high  regard,  and  he  is  popular  in  a  large 
circle  of  social  acquaintances. 

On  June  22,  1893,  Mr.  Dille  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma  L.  Krat- 
zer,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  who  was  born  April  9,  1874.  To  them  have 
been  born  two  children,  Charles  P>.  and  Ruth  E.,  both  of  whom  are  in 
school. 

Politically,  Mr.  Dille  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  afifairs,  though  he  is  not  in  any 
sense  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  the  De¬ 
gree  of  Honor,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Royal  Neighbors. 


SWEITZER  &  DAVISON. 

Among  the  business  houses  of  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  none  holds 
higher  rank  than  the  cigar  manufacturing  firm  of  Sweitzer  &  Davison.  This 
firm,  which  was  organized  on  August  8,  1908,  has  rapidly  and  steadilv 
grown  in  magnitude  and  importance  until  today  it  is  one  of  the  best  known 
concerns  in  its  line  in  this  part  of  Missouri,  its  reputation  and  goods  being 
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also  known  in  several  adjoining  states.  This  success  has  been  secured 
through  the  sound  business  principles  which  have  controlled  the  business, 
the  output  of  the  factory  being  known  for  its  high  grade  and  honest  quality. 
Messrs.  Sweitzer  and  Davison  have,  by  pursuing  the  right  course,  built  up 
a  large  and  constantly  increasing  business,  and  are  numbered  among  the 
representative  business  men  of  Maryville. 

The  factory  gives  employment  to  sixteen  people,  some  of  whom  are 
employed  in  the  retail  end  of  the  business.  The  building  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  by  twenty-two  feet  in  size,  the  entire  floor  as  well  as  the  base¬ 
ment  of  the  same  size  being  used.  The  firm  makes  five-  and  ten-cent  goods, 
among  the  former  being  the  widely-known  brands,  ‘‘Great  American,"  “Trav¬ 
eler,"  “Pawnee,"  “Havanna  Leader,"  “Rosebud."  “No.  9"  and  “Henry 
Vane,"  which  are  favorably  known  among  users  of  the  weed  all  over  north¬ 
ern  Missouri,  Iowa  and  Nebraska.  “Lord  Digbv."  a  ten-cent  cigar,  made 
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two  sizes,  is  considered  one  of  the  best  cigars  of  its  class  in  the  market,  and 
is  extremely  popular  with  smokers  of  high-grade  cigars.  Messrs.  Sweitzer 
&  Davison  import  direct  all  the  Sumatra  and  Havana  tobacco  used  in  their 
goods,  and  they  also  buy  the  best  leaf  from  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio 
and  Georgia.  They  have  an  elegantly  appointed  retail  store  at  No.  113 
South  Main  street,  where  they  carry  not  only  a  full  line  of  cigars  and 
tobaccos,  but  also  all  kindred  lines  and  supplies.  A  shoe-shining  parlor  is 
run  in  connection. 

Conrad  Sweitzer  was  born  on  February  19,  1878,  in  Maryville,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Wisner)  Sweitzer.  John  Sweitzer, 


who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1828,  came  to  the  Lhiited  States  at  the  aee 
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of  twenty-four  years,  and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1870  he  came  to  Mary¬ 
ville  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  engaged  in  railroad  work,  haviVig  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  and  the  Wabash  roads. 
He  has  now  retired  from  active  labor  and  is  living  at  No.  701  Saunders 
street,  Maryville.  Mrs.  Sweitzer  was  born  in  Germany,  and  their  marriage 
occurred  in  Illinois.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of 
which  number  four  are  living. 

Conrad  Sweitzer  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Maryville,  and 
on  completing  his  education  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  cigarmaker.  In  1900 
he  started  the  manufacture  of  cigars  on  his  own  account,  and  in  1908,  as 
already  stated,  he  entered  into  a  partnership  with  George  D.  Davison,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Sweitzer  &  Davison,  this  business  being  referred  to  at 
length  in  preceding  paragraphs.  Politically,  Mr.  Sweitzer  is  a  Democrat, 
while  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Catholic  church.  Fraternally, 
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he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Order  of  Foresters.  Personally,  Mr.  Sweit- 
zer  is  genial  and  companionable  and  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal 
friends.  He  possesses  good  business  ability  and  has  given  his  undivided  at¬ 
tention  to  the  business  with  which  he  is  identified,  much  of  its  success  being 
directly  due  to  his  indefatigable  efforts. 

George  Delbert  Davison  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Page  county,  Iowa, 
October  17,  1876,  the  son  of  Clay  and  Sarah  (Ingram)  Davison.  His  father 
was  also  born  in  Page  county,  in  1842,  being  the  son  of  early  pioneers  of 
that  section  of  the  state.  He  has  always  followed  farming,  and  still  lives  on 
his  two-hundred-acre  farm  there.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  church.  In  1863  he  married  Sarah  Ingram,  and  they 
have  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  George  D.  Davison  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  applied  his  energies  first  to  farming.  Sub¬ 
sequently  he  became  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store  at  Bradyville,  Iowa,  later 
buying  an  interest  in  the  business.  Two  years  later  he  went  on  the  road 
for  a  Des  Moines  wholesale  firm,  with  which  he  was  identified  for  four  years. 
During  the  following  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  traveling  as  a  cigar 
salesman.  In  1908  he  entered  into  the  partnership  with  Conrad  Sweitzer, 
and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  this  business.  He  possesses  to  a  marked  de¬ 
gree  those  qualities  which  contribute  to  the  success  of  any  business,  and 
he  is  numbered  among  the  popular  and  successful  business  men  of  the  city. 

On  January  31,  1905,  Mr.  Davison  was  united  in  marriage  with  Bessie 
Harbison,  of  Maryville,  who  was  born  January  30,  1888.  Politically,  Mr. 
Davison  is  an  advocate  of  Republican  principles,  while  his  religious  mem¬ 
bership  is  with  the  Methodist  church.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  United 
Commercial  Travelers. 


E.  HARVEY  BAINUM 

A  man  of  wise  discretion  and  business  ability,  as  his  rapid  rise  from  a 
comparatively  modest  beginning  to  his  present  excellent  standing  among  the 
enterprising  and  successful  business  men  of  Nodaway  countv  indicates,  is 
E.  Harvey  Bainum,  proprietor  of  the  Union  Bus  Company  of  Maryville,  and 
while  he  has  very  naturally  and  properly  labored  for  the  advancement  of  his 
own  interests  and  those  of  his  family,  he  has  not  neglected  his  duties  of 
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citizenship,  taking  a  pride  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  general  good  of 
Nodaway  county. 

Mr.  Bainum  was  born  on  March  3.  i860,  on  a  farm  near  Burlington 
Junction,  this  county,  and  is  the  son  of  James  F.  and  Hannah  (Moreland) 
Bainum.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  been  born  in  Monroe 
county,  September  6,  1836.  When  he  was  a  young  man  he  came  to  Nod¬ 
away  county,  Missouri,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Burlington  Junction,  pur¬ 
chasing  eighty  acres  there.  On  September  5,  1858,  he  married  Hannah 
Moreland.  James  F.  Bainum  proved  his  patriotism  to  the  Union  when  the 
great  rebellion  threatened  to  disrupt  it,  by  enlisting,  in  1861,  in  the  Federal 
army,  in  which  he  served  with  credit  until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  taking 
part  in  many  trying  campaigns  and  hard-fought  battles,  at  last  giving  up 
his  life  for  his  country,  one  of  the  noblest  things  any  man  ever  had  the 
privilege  of  doing,  he  having  been  killed  by  Mosby’s  guerrillas  in  1865, 
ranking  at  the  time  of  his  death  as  first  lieutenant.  His  wife  was  born  and 
reared  in  Ohio,  her  birth  occurring  on  February  6,  1838;  she  now  lives  with 
her  son,  E.  Harvey,  in  Maryville.  James  F.  Bainum  was  a  Republican  and 

a  Methodist.  He  was  a  good  citizen  and  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him. 

E.  Harvey  Bainum  received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  the  high  school  at  Maryville.  He  learned  telegraphy  in  his  youth  and 

became  very  proficient  in  this  line  of  work,  having  been  in  the  employ  of 

the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years 
as  operator  and  agent,  giving  eminent  satisfaction  as  a  faithful  and  trusted 
employe.  He  then  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Union  Bus  Company  of 
Maryville,  which  he  retained  four  years  and  then  disposed  of ;  but  after 
conducting  a  livery  business  in  a  small  way  for  two  years,  he  again,  in  1903, 
purchased  the  business  of  tbe  Union  Bus  Company  and  has  since  very  suc¬ 
cessfully  conducted  the  same,  being  well  equipped  in  every  way  for  this 
business. 

Mr.  Bainum  is  a  man  who  takes  great  interest  in  everything  that  ad¬ 
vances  the  interest  of  Maryville  and  community.  He  is  a  Republican,  and 
served  very  faithfully  as  township  trustee,  also  as  city  clerk  for  a  period  of 
five  years.  Fraternally,  he  is  well  known  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  following  orders,  of  which  he  is  a  member:  The  Knights  of  Pythias, 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Bainum  was  married  to  Laura  Gruber  at  Hiawatha,  Kansas,  and 
this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Maude  and  Anna,  both 
living  at  home. 
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JOHN  ELDON  BAILEY. 

I 

Whether  the  elements  of  success  in  life  are  innate  attributes  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  or  whether  they  are  quickened  by  a  process  of  circumstantial  develop¬ 
ment,  it  is  impossible  to  clearly  determine.  Yet  the  study  of  a  successful  life, 
whatever  the  field  of  endeavor,  is  none  the  less  interesting  and  profitable 
by  reason  of  existence  of  this  same  uncertainty.  So  much  in  excess  of  those 
of  successes  are  the  records  of  failures  or  semi-failures,  that  one  is  con¬ 
strained  to  attempt  an  analysis  in  either  case  and  to  determine  the  measure 
of  causation  in  an  approximate  way.  But  in  studying  the  life  history  of 
John  Eldon  Bailey,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Maryville,  we  find  many  quali¬ 
ties  in  his  makeup  that  always  gain  definite  success  in  any  career  if  properly 
directed,  as  his  has  evidently  been  done,  which  has  resulted  in  good  to  him¬ 
self,  his  family  and  to  others  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  born  April  1 6,  1869,  in  Washington,  Iowa,  the  son  of 
Samuel  P.  and  Lavinia  (Dunlap)  Bailey.  The  father  was  born  March  3, 
1837,  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated 
in  the  early  schools  of  the  Buckeye  state.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1865  and  first 
engaged  in  the  newspaper  business;  then  entered  the  mercantile  business  at 
Center  Point,  and  continued  successfully  in  this  line  until  his  death,  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1903.  He  was  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  He  married  Lavinia  Dunlap,  who  was  born  in  Fulton 
county,  Pennsylvania,  February  7,  1839,  and  whose  death  occurred  at 
Tarkio,  Missouri,  July  12,  1892. 

John  E.  Bailey  was  brought  to  Tarkio,  Atchison  county,  Missouri,  when 
a  child  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
Early  in  life  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  world  and  began  clerk¬ 
ing  in  a  store  in  Westboro,  Atchison  county,  also  clerked  in  Tarkio,  then 
went  to  Princeton,  this  state,  and  from  there  to  Maryville  in  1903,  and  or¬ 
ganized  the  Maryville  Furniture  Company,  of  which  he  is  still  secretary  and 
manager  and  W.  H.  Lee  is  president.  He  has  built  up  an  extensive  patron¬ 
age  with  the  town  and  surrounding  country,  and  his  store  is  widely  known, 
being  one  of  the  neatest  and  best-equipped  of  its  kind  in  the  county,  always 
carefully  stocked  with  an  up-to-date  line  of  everything  to  be  found  in  a 
modern  furniture  store,  a  full  line  of  furniture,  sewing  machines,  kitchen 
cabinets,  wall  paper,  window  shades,  etc.  Mr.  Bailey,  in  connection  with  his 
store,  does  a  large  undertaking  business,  having  been  licensed  by  the  state 
board  of  embalming  on  June  3,  1907. 
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Mr.  Bailey  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  belongs  to  the  Masons 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  has  won  a  reputation 
for  honesty  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  his  many  customers  and  patrons 
have  remained  his  friends. 

Mr.  Bailey  was  married  on  June  15,  1892,  to  Anna  E.  Frazier,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  W.  R.  and  Sarah  (Maupin)  Frazier,  a  well-established  family  of  At¬ 
chison  county,  this  state.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  born  September  21,  1876.  To 
this  union  one  child  has  been  born,  William  Frazier  Bailey. 


RICHARD  FEWIS  McDOUGAJ  . 

In  no  profession  is  there  a  career  more  open  to  talent  than  is  that  of  the 
law.  and  in  no  field  of  endeavor  is  there  demanded  a  more  careful  preparation, 
a  more  thorough  appreciation  of  the  absolute  ethics  of  life  or  of  the  under¬ 
lying  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  all  human  rights  and  privileges. 
Possessing  all  the  requisite  qualities  of  the  able  lawyer.  Richard  L.  McDougal 
stands  today  among  the  well  known  attorneys  and  successful  business  men  of 
Maryville,  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  where  for  many  years  he  has  been 
numbered  among  the  leading  and  representative  citizens. 

Mr.  McDougal  was  born  on  January  24,  1857,  in  Warsaw,  Illinois,  and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Elmira  (Lewis)  McDougal.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  Richard  and  Mary  McDougal,  of  Ohio,  the  former  having  been 
a  successful  farmer  and  miller.  Their  son  John,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  paternal  farmstead  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  on 
April  22,  1832,  and  while  but  a  bov  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  parents  by 
death.  He  engaged  as  a  farm  hand  and  for  a  while  was  also  employed  in  a 
flour  mill.  He  was  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  a  short  time 
in  his  native  state,  and  then,  in  1855,  went  to  Warsaw.  Illinois,  where  he 
engaged  in  contract  carpenter  work.  He  was  so  employed  a  number  of  years, 
but  eventually  he  went  to  Wichita,  Kansas,  and  still  later  to  Denver,  Colorado, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  faith,  while,  fra¬ 
ternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  On 
October  18,  1855,  he  married  Elmira  Lewis,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  they  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  five  children,  of  which  number  four  are  now  living.  Mrs. 
Elmira  McDougal  died  in  Denver.  Colorado,  on  March  27,  1907. 

Richard  L.  McDougal  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  his  educa- 
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tion  in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  Warsaw  schools  in  1874.  Hav¬ 
ing  determined  upon  the  practice  of  law,  he  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  where  he  graduated  in  1877.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  liar  of  that  state  and  in  the  following  year 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Illinois.  He  at  once  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  where  he  remained  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  he  has  practiced  ever  since.  As 
a  lawyer  he  evinces  a  familiarity  with  legal  principles  and  a  ready  perception 
of  facts,  which  has  won  him  the  reputation  of  a  sound  and  safe  counselor. 
While  an  able  and  painstaking  lawyer,  Mr.  McDougal's  practice  is  largely  that 
of  an  office  counselor,  especially  as  to  matters  pertaining  to  real  estate  law  and 
real  estate  securities.  This  is  particularly  advantageous  to  him,  since  he  has 
compiled  a  system  of  abstracts  of  the  real  estate  records  of  the  county,  giv¬ 
ing  the  work  his  personal  supervision  and  labor.  Conscientious  work  has 
brought  him  not  only  increase  of  practice  and  reputation,  but  also  that  growth 
in  legal  knowledge  the  possession  of  which  constitutes  marked  excellence  in 
the  profession.  By  a  straightforward,  honorable  course  he  has  built  up  a  lucra¬ 
tive  legal,  loan  and  abstract  business  and  is  numbered  among  the  successful 
men  of  his  city. 

In  1886  Mr.  McDougal  organized  the  Maryville  Homestead  and  Loan 
Association,  which  has  had  an  uninterrupted  and  remarkably  successful  career 
of  nearly  twenty-five  years  and  which  has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the 
community.  The  association  was  organized  with  fifty-six  members,  or  share¬ 
holders,  while  at  the  present  time  there  are  one  hundred  and  sixty,  or  three 
times  as  many  as  there  were  when  the  organization  was  effected.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  is  particularly  fortunate  in  having  for  its  officers  and  directors  the 
most  prominent,  successful  and  influential  business  men  of  the  community, 
which  has  not  only  given  the  society  marked  prestige,  but  has  been  a  guaranty 
of  its  stability  and  integrity.  The  present  officers  are,  John  G.  Grems,  presi¬ 
dent;  N.  Sturm,  vice-president;  Richard  L.  McDougal,  secretary,  and  W.  C. 
Pierce,  treasurer,  while  the  directors  are  Richard  Kuchs,  J.  C.  Allender,  C. 
W.  Yehle,  C.  Butherus,  W.  C.  Pierce,  John  G.  Grems,  Nick  Sturm,  M.  Nus- 
baum  and  Curtis  Wray.  On  March  26.  1906,  the  association  was  re-incor- 
porated  and  has  now  an  authorized  capital  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
Since  its  organization  the  association  has  paid  out  in  actual  gain  to  its  share¬ 
holders  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and 
eighty-two  cents,  or  a  total  gain  since  organization  of  almost  one  hundred  and 
eighty-four  thousand  dollars,  its  present  resources  amounting  to  almost  fifty- 
four  thousand  dollars.  The  motto  of  the  companv,  “Rest  beneath  thine  own 
(58) 
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roof  tree,”  is  the  well-worded  expression  of  the  sentiment  which  has  actuated 
the  prime  movers  of  the  association  and  in  many  ways  it  has  been  a  power  for 
good  in  the  community.  As  a  means  whereby  ambitious  people  may  become 
owners  of  their  own  homes  and  as  a  means  of  safe  and  profitable  investment 
the  association  has  been  a  mutual  blessing.  “Frenzied  finance”  plays  no  part 
in  the  management  of  this  institution,  which  is  run  on  principles  of  time- 
honored  conservatism.  In  the  management  and  operation  of  the  Mary¬ 
ville  Homestead  and  Loan  Association,  Mr.  McDougal  has  been  actively  and 
personally  identified  ever  since  its  inception  and  much  of  its  success  is  directly 
attributable  to  his  sound  judgment,  business  ability  and  conservative  methods. 

On  November  25,  1887,  Mr.  McDougal  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alla 
Cake,  who  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  October  26,  1862,  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  E.  B.  and  Jennie  S.  Cake.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
four  children,  namely:  Margaret,  of  Maryville,  and  John  L.,  Francis  E.  and 
William  H.,  who  remain  at  home  and  are  attending  the  public  schools. 

Politically,  Mr.  McDougal  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party  and  takes  an  intelligent  and  commendable  interest  in  local  public  affairs, 
although  he  is  not  a  seeker  after  public  office  for  himself.  His  fraternal  rela¬ 
tions  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  holding  membership  in  the  local  lodge 
at  Maryville.  He  belongs  to  that  class  of  citizens  who,  by  their  support  of  the 
moral,  political  and  social  status  for  the  general  good,  promote  the  real  wel¬ 
fare  of  their  respective  communities.  He  is  a  man  of  large  public  spirit  and 
enterprise,  genial  in  disposition  and  one  who  readily  makes  friends.  Because 
of  his  marked  ability  and  his  high  personal  worth,  he  enjoys  a  high  standing  in 
the  community,  being  numbered  among  its  representative  citizens.  He  and 
his  wife  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  their  own  home 
is  a  favorite  meeting  place  of  their  friends,  who  fully  appreciate  the  spirit  of 
hospitality  and  good  cheer  ever  in  evidence  there. 


AUSTIN  BEECH  ALLEN,  M.  D. 

Success  in  what  are  properly  termed  the  learned  professions  is  the  legiti¬ 
mate  result  of  merit  and  painstaking  endeavor.  In  commercial  life  one 
may  come  into  possession  of  a  lucrative  business  through  inheritance  or  gift, 
but  professional  advancement  is  gained  only  by  critical  study  and  consecu¬ 
tive  research  long  continued.  Proper  intellectual  discipline,  thorough  pro¬ 
fessional  knowledge  and  the  possession  and  utilization  of  the  qualities  and 
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attributes  essential  to  success  have  made  Dr.  Austin  Beech  Allen,  of  Mary¬ 
ville,  Nodaway  county,  eminent  in  his  chosen  calling-,  and  he  stands  today 
among  the  scholarly  and  enterprising  physicians  and  surgeons  in  a  com¬ 
munity  long  distinguished  for  the  high  order  of  its  medical  talent. 

He  was  born  February  12,  1850,  in  Warren  county,  Illinois,  and  is 
the  son  of  Dr.  Alfred  A.  and  Nancy  (Maley)  Allen.  The  former  was  horn 
on  April  7,  1818,  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  and  died  April  26,  1910,  aged 
ninety-two  years  and  nineteen  days,  leaving  one  brother.  Dr.  Boyd  Allen,  of 
Hillsboro,  Iowa,  the  only  survivor  of  his  immediate  family.  He  is  eighty- 
eight  years  old.  The  father  of  Alfred  A.  died  when  the  son  was  two  years 
old;  he  had  the  distinction  of  serving  as  a  colonel  in  the  war  of  1812.  Dying 
early  in  life,  he  left  a  widow  and  four  children  almost  destitute,  therefore 
the  children  received  a  meager  education  and  began  working  for  themselves 
when  quite  small.  When  twelve  years  of  age,  Alfred  A.  lost  his  mother, 
and  he  and  the  rest  of  the  children  were  reared  by  farmers  in  their  native 
vicinity,  Alfred  A.  working  on  various  farms  until  he  was  twenty-five  years 
old,  when,  being  ambitious  to  become  a  practitioner  of  medicine,  he  entered 
the  Cincinnati  School  of  Medicine.  He  first  began  to  practice  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Indiana,  and  remained  there  one  year,  then  came  to  Warren  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  1855,  then  moved  to  Henry 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  practice  and  the  mercantile  business  until 
1875.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Taylor  county,  Iowa; 
moving  to  North  Dakota  in  1886,  he  continued  farming  until  his  death,  on 
April  26,  1910.  He  had  been  very  successful  in  all  that  he  had  undertaken, 
and  was  a  man  beloved  and  admired  by  hosts  of  friends  wherever  he  was 
known.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Presbv- 
terian  church.  He  was  married  to  Nancy  Maley  in  Warren  county,  Illinois, 
about  1847.  She  was  born  in  West  Virginia,  February  13,  1826,  and  this 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living. 
The  mother’s  death  occurred  in  Steele,  North  Dakota,  February  13,  1904. 

Dr.  Austin  B.  Allen  received  a  good  education,  and  early  in  life  decided 
to  become  a  medical  practitioner,  and  set  to  work  diligently  to  prepare  him¬ 
self  for  this  somewhat  exacting  profession.  He  studied  medicine  with  his 
father  until  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  an  excellent  record  in  1877;  he 
took  post-graduate  work  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic  Institute  in  1897.  He 
first  began  to  practice  in  Barnard,  Nodaway  county,  in  1877  and  remained 
there  nineteen  years,  during  which  time  he  enjoyed  a  very  liberal  practice 
and  won  a  reputation  which  did  not  only  reach  to  all  parts  of  the  county 
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but  to  adjoining  counties.  Locating  in  Maryville,  he  has  continued  here  in 
active  practice  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  and  is  very  busy  at  all  times 
with  his  numerous  patients,  taking  a  very  high  rank  among  his  fellow-prac¬ 
titioners  in  northern  Missouri. 

Doctor  Allen  is  treasurer  of  the  Nodaway  County  Medical  Society,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  county  and  state  medical  societies.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  pension  examiners.  Fraternally  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and 
a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is  a  Republican, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  boards  at  Barnard  and  Maryville.  He 
has  been  city  physician  of  Maryville,  and  for  a  time  was  surgeon  for  the 
Wabash  railroad.  In  religious  matters  he  is  a  Methodist. 

Doctor  Allen  married  on  October  24,  1878,  Sallie  McFarland,  of  Bar¬ 
nard.  She  is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Salena  McFarland,  and  her  birth 
occurred  in  Albia,  Iowa,  on  February  9,  1861.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Dr.  Fay  A.,  who  will  practice  with  his  father, 
and  Mabel  C.,  who  is  still  a  member  of  the  home  circle. 


WILLIS  JAY  STAPLES. 

Holding  prestige  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Nodaway  county, 
Willis  Jay  Staples  can  claim  to  have  had  something  to  do  with  advancing  the 
interests  of  Maryville,  where  he  has  maintained  his  home  for  many  years, 
assisting  in  making  this  one  of  the  important  commercial  centers  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  The  study  of  such  a  life  cannot  fail  of  interest  and  in¬ 
centive,  for  at  the  same  time  he  has  established  a  reputation  for  lasting  integ¬ 
rity  and  honor. 

Mr.  Staples  was  born  October  27,  1854,  in  Chicago,  and  is  the  son  of 
Thomas  G.  and  Harriet  L.  (Chase)  Staples.  He  was  educated  in  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  whither  he  moved  when  a  boy  and 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  When  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  came  to  Mary¬ 
ville,  Missouri,  in  1879,  and  to°^  a  position  as  agent  for  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  and  the  Pacific  Express  Company  and  he  is  still  thus 
employed,  having  been  very  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  this  con¬ 
nection.  In  October,  1883,  he  became  manager  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Com¬ 
pany  here  and  was  very  successful  in  extending  its  business.  He  is  at  present 
a  partner  in  the  well-known  firm  of  the  Staples  Auto  Company,  which  does 
an  extensive  business,  selling  Chalmers  and  Hudson  machines. 
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Mr.  Staples  was  married  in  May,  1874.  to  Florence  L.  Axtell,  of  Wa- 
verly,  Iowa,  where  she  was  born,  reared  and  educated  and  where  her  famdy 
have  long  been  well  known.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples  two  children  have  been 
born,  Harold  and  Hattie.  The  latter  married  Raymond  Protzman,  of  Mary¬ 
ville.  Both  these  children  received  good  educations. 

Mr.  Staples  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to 
the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


THOMAS  ANDREW  CUMMINS. 

The  biographies  of  successful  men  are  instructive  as  guides  and  incentives 
to  those  whose  careers  are  yet  to  be  achieved.  The  examples  they  furnish 
of  patient  purpose  and  consecutive  endeavor  strongly  illustrate  what  is  in 
the  power  of  each  to  accomplish.  The  gentleman  whose  life  story  herewith  is 
briefly  set  forth  is  a  conspicuous  example  of  one  who  has  lived  to  good  pur¬ 
pose  and  achieved  a  definite  degree  of  success  in  the  special  sphere  to  which 
his  talents  and  energies  have  been  devoted,  being  widely  known  in  northwest¬ 
ern  Missouri  as  an  attorney  of  high  rank.  Thomas  Andrew  Cummins,  of 
Maryville,  is  also  known  as  a  man  of  unshrinking  integrity,  rigid  honesty, 
technical  in  his  definitions  of  morality,  unbending  in  his  fidelity  to  them, 
championing  the  right  with  zeal  and  enthusiasm.  As  a  counselor  he  is  known 
as  a  man  who  is  guarded  in  his  expression  of  opinions,  deliberate,  wary  and 
cautious  in  arriving  at  conclusions,  seeking  to  attain  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  cause  before  the  administration  of  advice  or  the  commencement  of  action. 
In  the  trial  acts  of  the  court  room  he  is  self-possessed  and  cool,  not  easily 
irritated  or  excited,  and  conducts  his  proceedings  in  hand  with  fairness  to  all 
parties  concerned,  strictly  obeying  the  canons  of  courtesy  to  the  court  and  the 
opposing  counsel. 

Mr.  Cummins  was  born  April  14,  1864,  in  Clark  county.  Ohio,  and  is 
the  representative  of  an  excellent  old  family,  being  the  son  of  Christopher  and 
Mary  (McKennv)  Cummins.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  a  full  sketch  of  the 
subject’s  parents  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work  under  the  caption  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Cummins,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  repeat  the  same  here. 

Thomas  A.  Cummins  was  brought  to  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  with  his 
parents  when  five  years  of  age,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools,  later  attending  the  Christian  Brothers  College  at 
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St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  he  made  a  good  record  for  scholarship.  He  first 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Gentry  county  and  was  very  successful  as 
a  husbandman  for  a  period  of  eight  years.  Then  embarking  in  the  drug 
business  at  Darlington,  Missouri,  he  remained  there  three  years,  building  up 
a  very  good  trade.  During  this  time  he  gratified  an  ambition  of  long  standing 
by  reading  law  at  spare  moments,  and  in  1898  he  was  duly  admitted  to  the 
bar  by  examination.  In  1900  he  came  to  Maryville  and  opened  an  office  and 
soon  became  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  local  bar,  and  now  has  a  large 
and  growing  clientele,  taking  easily  a  position  in  the  first  ranks  of  Nodaway 
county  attorneys.  For  the  past  three  years  he  very  ably  and  acceptably  filled 
the  office  of  city  attorney,  having  been  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  to 
which  he  has  always  been  loyal. 

In  religious  matters,  Mr.  Cummins  is  a  Catholic,  and  fraternally,  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Catholic  Foresters  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  enjoying 
the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first  past  grand  knight  of  this  order. 

Mr.  Cummins  was  married  on  October  22,  1888,  to  Hattie  T.  Gartin,  a 
lady  of  refinement  and  the  representative  of  a  highly  esteemed  Gentry  county 
family;  she  was  born  February  7,  1867.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  four  children,  namely:  Lawrence  M.,  who  is  assistant  cashier  of 
the  bank  at  Worth,  Missouri ;  Andrew  C.,  Francis  M.  and  Margarite,  all 
members  of  the  home  circle,  and  constituting  a  mutually  happy  and  socially 
popular  family. 


HARRY  L.  STINSON,  D.  D.  S. 

Not  alone  are  they  worthy  of  biographic  honors  who  have  moved  along 
the  loftier  planes  of  action,  but  to  an  equal  extent  are  they  deserving  who 
are  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  world’s  workers,  for  they  are  not  less  the 
conservators  of  public  prosperity  and  material  advancement.  Through  all 
the  gradations  of  life  recognition  should  be  had  of  true  values,  and  then 
should  full  appreciation  be  manifested,  for  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in 
scanning  the  acts  of  any  man  as  they  affect  his  public,  social  and  business 
relations,  if  it  be  done  justly.  In  the  collection  of  material  for  the  biograph¬ 
ical  department  of  this  publication  there  has  been  a  constant  aim  to  use  a 
wise  discrimination  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  subjects  and  exclude  none 
worthy  of  representation  in  these  pages.  Here  will  be  found  mention  of 
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worthy  citizens  of  all  vocations,  and  at  this  juncture  it  is  permitted  to  offer 
a  resume  of  the  career  of  one  of  the  well-known  and  highly-esteemed  pro¬ 
fessional  men  of  Maryville,  where  he  has  attained  a  high  degree  of  success 
in  his  chosen  field  of  labor  and  has  also  established  a  reputation  for  upright¬ 
ness  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

Harry  L.  Stinson,  a  dentist  whose  skill  is  second  to  none,  was  born 
July  17,  1874,  on  a  farm  in  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  the  son  of  S.  J. 
and  Julia  A.  Stinson,  a  well-established  old  family  of  that  county.  The 
father  is  now  deceased,  and  the  mother  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Dr.  Harry  L.  Stinson  was  educated  in  Pierceton,  Indiana.  In  1891, 
when  seventeen  years  of  age.  he  came  West  and  took  up  the  study  of  den¬ 
tistry,  studying  with  Doctor  Allender  in  1893.  He  graduated  with  an  excel¬ 
lent  record  from  the  Western  Dental  College  in  1898,  and  for  two  years  he 
practiced  with  Dr.  N.  W.  Templeton,  then  bought  out  Doctor  Grigsby  and 
has  been  in  his  present  location  in  Maryville  for  the  past  ten  years.  He 
enjoys  a  lucrative  patronage  and  is  kept  constantly  busy,  his  patients  coming 
from  all  parts  of  the  county,  and  he  never  fails  to  give  satisfaction  in  his 
work.  He  has  a  neat  and  well-equipped  office  and  he  holds  a  very  high 
rank  among  his  professional  brethren  of  the  state. 

Doctor  Stinson  is  a  Republican,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Be¬ 
nevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Northwest  Missouri  Dental 
Society. 


FRANK  E.  ORCUTT. 

Among  the  men  of  sterling  qualities  of  character  who  have  for  many 
years  occupied  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  entire  community, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  deserving  of  mention.  In  the  capacity  of  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder,  he  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  development  and  im¬ 
provement  of  this  section  of  the  state,  and  because  of  his  sterling  qualities 
of  character  and  his  business  ability  he  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Frank  E.  Orcutt  was  born  July  15,  i860,  in  Cassville,  Wisconsin,  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Laura  Orcutt.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  and  in  young  manhood  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  followed 
his  trade,  that  of  a  shoemaker.  He  is  now  retired  from  active  pursuits  and, 
with  his  wife,  is  living  at  Edgewood,  Iowa.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
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and  a  Congregationalist  in  religious  belief.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

Frank  Orcutt  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  at  Edgewood,  Iowa, 
to  which  place  the  family  had  removed.  When  but  sixteen  years  of  age  he 
apprenticed  himself  to  learn-  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  was  a  conscientious 
workman  and  learned  the  trade  thoroughly,  being  employed  as  a  journey¬ 
man  several  years  after  he  completed  his  apprenticeship.  In  1883  he  started 
in  business  for  himself  as  a  contractor  at  Rock  Rapids,  Iowa,  remaining 
there  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  went  to  Ulysses,  Nebraska, 
where  during  the  following  seven  years  he  was  similarly  engaged,  with  a  fail- 
measure  of  success.  In  1893  Mr.  Orcutt  came  to  Maryville,  Nodaway 
county,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  contracting  business  here.  He 
has  taken  high  place  in  business  circles  here  and  has  been  a  strong  factor 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  building  resi¬ 
dences,  though  he  has  built  some  of  the  largest  buildings  here,  notably  the 
Elks'  Home  and  the  Moore  Brothers'  lightning  rod  factory,  both  of  which 
are  splendid  buildings  of  their  respective  types.  Mr.  Orcutt  maintains  at  all 
times  a  personal  supervision  over  the  details  of  his  work,  and,  being  thor¬ 
oughly  practical  and  experienced  in  every  branch  of  the  building  business, 
he  is  qualified  to  construct  a  building  as  it  should  be  done  in  every  par¬ 
ticular.  He  takes  a  pardonable  pride  in  the  work  which  he  has  done,  which 
stands  as  his  strongest  recommendation  as  a  thoroughly  competent  and 
responsible  contractor.  He  has  constantly  kept  a  large  force  of  men  in  his 
employ,  and  has  enjoyed  his  full  share  of  the  public  patronage  since  coming 
to  this  city. 

On  June  24,  1885,  Mr.  Orcutt  was  married  to  Emma  Shraff,  who  was 
born  July  30,  1865,  in  Manchester,  Iowa,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Louise 
Shraff,  their  residence  being  at  Edgewood  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
This  union,  which  has  been  a  most  happy  and  congenial  one,  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Alice  M.,  a  teacher  in  the  Maryville 
schools;  Mary  E.,  a  teacher  at  Fairfax,  Missouri,  and  Bernice,  of  Maryville. 

Politically,  Mr.  Orcutt  is  a  Republican,  giving  a  thoughtful  considera¬ 
tion  to  current  public  questions,  though  he  is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  after 
public  office.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  encampment  degrees.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Christian  church,  to  which  he  gives  a  generous  support.  He  is  ever 
fouffd  in  support  of  all  worthy  movements  for  the  public  good  and  is  justly 
numbered  among  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of  his  community. 
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CHARLES  ADOLPH  JENSEN. 

Representing  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  of  Nodaway 
county,  and  a  young  man  of  enterprise  and  sterling  worth,  Charles  Adolph 
Jensen  is  well  entitled  to  notice  among  the  substantial  business  men  of  Mary¬ 
ville  and  it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  story  of  his  career  and  that  of 
his  honored  father  is  accorded  a  place  in  these  pages.  He  was  born  in  Mary¬ 
ville,  September  27,  1877,  and  is  the  only  son  of  Adolph  D.  and  Mary 
(Arnold)  Jensen.  The  father  was  a  native  of  Denmark,  and  was  born  in 
Copenhagen,  May  19,  1849.  His  father,  Peter  Jensen,  was  a  native  of  the 
same  city,  and  his  mother,  Malfridur  Svensdatter,  a  native  of  Iceland.  It 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the  latter  was  a  re¬ 
markably  handsome  woman,  and  her  portrait  now  adorns  the  walls  of  a  cele¬ 
brated  museum  of  art  in  Paris  as  a  representative  of  the  most  beautiful  lady 
of  Denmark.  Adolph  D.  Jensen  was  reared  and  educated  at  his  birthplace 
and  early  commenced  the  active  duties  of  his  chosen  occupation,  druggist. 
Deciding  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunities  offered  in  the  new  world  for 
men  with  strong  hands  and  helpful  hearts,  when  coupled  with  energy  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  he  in  1870,  landed  in  America  and  at  once  commenced  the  battle  of 
life  without  means.  He  worked  at  various  occupations  in  as  many  places, 
husbanding  all  his  resources  until  he  was  enabled  to  engage  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  Lie  opened  a  store  in  Maryville  in  1876,  and  not  only  se¬ 
cured  the  reputation  of  being  safe,  cautious  and  an  obliging  merchant,  but, 
at  the  same  time,  by  his  skill  and  thorough  knowledge  of  his  business  com¬ 
manded  the  unlimited  confidence  of  his  patrons.  Mr.  Jensen  married  Mary 
Arnold,  a  native  of  Canada,  in  1876.  They  had  one  son.  Charles  Adolph. 
Adolph  D.  Jensen’s  death  occurred  on  December  7,  1885. 

Mary  Arnold,  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  Charles  A.  Jensen  of 
this  review,  was  born  January  30,  1861,  in  Canada;  she  is  the  daughter  of 
Whitfield  and  Mary  (Fletcher)  Arnold,  natives  of  Maine,  whose  ancestors 
were  among  America's  oldest  settlers.  Whitfield  Arnold  was  born  in  Aroos¬ 
took  county,  Maine,  in  1825.  Lie  was  a  farmer  and  moved  to  Canada,  later 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1867,  and  he  is  still  living  on  the  land 
he  purchased  when  he  moved  here.  Mrs.  Arnold  died  in  this  county,  August 
17,  1896.  Mr.  Arnold  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Adventist  church. 

Charles  A.  Jensen,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  Maryville  Seminary.  He  worked  in  the  drug  store  three  years  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  commission  business  for  several  years.  He  embarked  in  busi¬ 
ness  for  himself  in  1900.  and  now  has  a  very  extensive  business  in  butter. 
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eggs,  poultry,  hides,  furs  and  wool.  He  is  the  largest  buyer  of  raw  furs  in 
northern  Missouri.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  whatever  he  has  turned 
his  attention  to  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintances.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  a  Presbyterian  and  a  Mason, 
being  past  worshipful  master. 

Mr.  Jensen  was  married  on  September  25,  1906,  to  Elva  B.  McClurg, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Emma  (Russell)  McClurg.  Thomas  McClurg  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1827  and  came  to  America  when  about  fifteen  years  old. 
He  located  in  Nodaway  county  in  1874,  and  devoted  his  life  to  farming.  His 
death  occurred  on  November  12,  1909.  He  married  Emma  Russell  in  1858 
in  Illinois.  They  reared  ten  children.  Elva  McClurg  was  born  March  4, 
1885,  and  she  was  educated  in  the  Maryville  schools.  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Jensen 
are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ruth  Louise,  born  November  16,  1909. 


THOMAS  J.  PARLE. 


That  the  plentitude  of  satiety  is  seldom  attained  in  the  affairs  of  life  is 
to  be  considered  a  most  beneficial  deprivation,  for  where  ambition  is  satisfied 
and  every  ultimate  end  is  realized,  if  such  be  possible,  apathy  must  follow. 
Effort  would  cease,  accomplishment  be  prostrate  and  creative  talent  waste  its 
energies  in  inactivity.  The  men  who  have  pushed  forward  the  wheels  of 
progress  have  been  those  to  whom  satisfaction  lies  ever  in  the  future,  who  have 
labored  continuously,  always  finding  in  each  transition  stage  an  incentive  to 
further  effort.  One  of  Nodaway  county’s  citizens  who  has  labored  to  accom¬ 
plish  a  high  purpose  in  life  is  Thomas  J.  Parle,  of  Maryville,  whose  well 
directed  efforts  have  gained  for  him  a  position  of  desired  prominence  in  com¬ 
mercial  circles  and  his  energy  and  enterprise  have  been  crowned  by  success. 

Mr.  Parle  was  born  February  17,  1859,  in  county  Wexford,  Ireland,  the 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (White)  Parle.  Thomas  Parle  was  a  mining 
engineer  and  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  home  country,  coming  to 
America  in  April,  1859.  He  came  to  the  Middle  states  and  found  employ¬ 
ment  at  LaSalle,  Illinois,  for  the  Illinois  Coal  &  Iron  Company.  After  re¬ 
maining  there  for  a  time,  he  moved  to  Adams  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  in 
1880  and  purchased  what  was  known  as  the  George  W.  Airy  farm,  six  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  Maryville,  and  there  farmed  successfully  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  January  5,  1902.  He  was  known  as  a  very  devout 
Catholic  and  active  in  church  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  In 
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1858  he  married  Mary  White  in  county  Wexford,  Ireland,  of  which  country 
she  was  native  and  where  she  grew  to  womanhood  and  received  her  early 
education.  Her  death  occurred  on  January  9,  1902. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Parle  five  children  were  born,  two  boys  and 
three  girls,  namely:  Thomas  J.,  of  this  review;  John,  of  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  is 
a  farmer;  Johanna  is  the  wife  of  George  Gaham,  of  Jackson  township,  Nod¬ 
away  county;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Gaham;  Katherine  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Barman,  of  Polk  township,  this  county. 

Thomas  J.  Parle  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the  Christian 
Brothers  School  at  LaSalle,  Illinois,  and  he  took  a  business  course  at  Stan- 
berry,  Missouri.  After  following  various  occupations  until  he  was  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  and  taking  more  or  less  interest  in  public  and  political 
affairs,  he  was  elected  sheriff,  which  office  he  served  very  faithfully  for  a  per¬ 
iod  of  two  years.  He  then  came  to  Maryville  and  entered  the  clothing  busi¬ 
ness,  in  which  he  continued  two  years.  He  was  then  elected  chairman  of  the 
Republican  central  committee  and  for  two  years  managed  the  affairs  of  the 
party  in  this  county  in  a  very  creditable  manner,  wielding  a  potent  influence 
in  party  affairs  and  becoming  known  as  one  of  the  ablest  Republican  leaders. 
Turning  his  attention  to  farming,  he  managed  the  old  home  place  in  this 
county  until  ten  years  ago.  In  1900  he  bought  out  the  drug  store  of  Moore  & 
Goodson  and  has  since  been  conducting  the  same,  building  up  an  extensive 
patronage  with  the  city  and  county,  maintaining  one  of  the  neatest  and  best 
located  stores  in  the  county  and  always  keeping  an  up-to-date  and  carefully 
selected  stock  of  goods,  everything  to  be  found  in  a  modern  drug  store. 

Mr.  Parle  has  long  been  a  great  baseball  fan,  and  is  now  (1910)  manager 
of  the  Maryville  team,  in  what  is  known  as  the  “Mink  League.”  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  church,  the  Yeomen  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Parle  was  married  on  January  24,  1892,  to  Julia  Graham,  of  Jackson 
township,  Nodaway  county;  she  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  22,  1869, 
and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  liv¬ 
ing.  namely :  May,  Anna,  Grace  and  Emmet  F.,  all  in  school. 


ALBERT  KUCHS. 

One  of  the  young  and  enthusiastic  business  men  of  Maryville  is  Albert 
Kuchs.  He  is  yet  a  man  young  in  years,  but  has  for  some  time  been  identified 
with  industrial  enterprises  of  considerable  scope  and  importance  and  the  name 
which  he  bears  has  been  one  which  has  stood  for  progressiveness.  He  is  a 
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scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of  Nodaway  county.  He  was 
born  in  this  city,  January  26,  1886,  and  is  the  son  of  Paul  Richard  and  Helena 
(Kraus)  Kuchs.  The  father  was  born  in  Reichenbach,  Saxony,  a  province 
of  the  German  empire,  on  March  29,  1851.  He  is  the  son  of  Carl  F.  Kuchs, 
who  maintained  a  brick-yard  and  summer  garden  in  the  Fatherland ;  but 
winding  up  his  business  affairs  there  in  1869,  he  set  sail  for  America,  pene¬ 
trated  to  the  West  and  for  three  years  farmed  in  Kansas,  moving  from  that 
state  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1880.  Paul  R.  Kuchs 
was  a  wood-turner  by  trade,  which  he  followed  for  some  time,  also  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  in  Kansas.  He  also  traveled  for  A.  Brenner,  a  wine¬ 
maker  of  Kansas.  In  1882  he  and  Peter  Quast  started  the  Maryville  Bottling 
Works,  which  has  grown  to  large  proportions  and  of  which  Mr.  Kuchs  is 
now  the  nominal  head.  He  owns  several  residence  properties,  business  blocks, 
etc.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Maryville  National  Bank  and  is  president  of 
the  Maryville  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company.  He  is  well  known  in  busi¬ 
ness  circles  and  influential  in  the  industrial  life  of  the  community.  In  relig¬ 
ious  matters  he  is  Lutheran,  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  a  thirty-second-degree 
Mason,  also  belonging  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

Paul  R.  Kuchs  married  Flelena  Kraus  in  1883.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
George  Kraus,  long  a  prominent  citizen  here.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  four  children,  Albert,  of  this  review;  Paul.  Katherine  and  Richard, 
all  of  Maryville. 

Albert  Kuchs  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Maryville  and  prepared  him¬ 
self  for  a  business  career.  He  first  began  work  in  the  Maryville  Bottling 
Works  and  is  now  very  worthily  discharging  the  duties  of  secretary  and  man¬ 
ager  of  the  same.  He  is  also  manager  of  the  Empire  theater.  This  popular 
and  well  patronized  play-house,  attractive  in  all  its  appointments  and  well 
managed  at  all  times,  is  located  one  block  east  of  the  court  house.  It  is  recog¬ 
nized  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  opera  houses  in  this  part  of  the  state  in 
cities  the  size  of  Maryville.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  of  nearly  eleven  hun¬ 
dred,  has  a  large  stage  and  is  artistically  decorated.  Under  the  management 
of  Mr.  Kuchs  some  of  the  leading  plays  on  the  road  during  the  past  two  years 
have  been  seen  here.  It  has  a  large  property  room,  well  stocked,  and  com¬ 
fortable  seats.  When  not  playing  attractions,  the  theater  is  used  to  give  pic¬ 
ture  shows  which  are  seen  by  hundreds  of  patrons  each  evening. 

Politically  Mr.  Kuchs  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church, 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  belongs  to  Nodaway  Lodge.  No.  470,  Ancient  Free  and 
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Accepted  Masons.;  Owens  Chapter,  No.  96,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Maryville 
Commandery,  No.  41,  Knights  Templar;  Molia  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  St.  Joseph  Lodge  of  Perfection,  No. 
6;  St.  Joseph  Chapter  Rose  Croix,  No.  4;  Albert  Pike  Council  of  Kodosh, 
No.  4  ;  St.  Joseph  Consistory,  No.  4.  In  all  of  these  orders  Mr.  Kuchs  takes 
an  abiding  interest  and  is  well  known  in  lodge  circles  throughout  the  state. 


WILLIAM  ADAM  MILLER. 

In  the  list  of  Nodaway  county's  successful  citizens  and  Maryville’s  pro¬ 
gressive  business  men  William  Adam  Miller,  of  the  well  known  “Bee  Hive 
Shoe  Store,"  occupies  a  prominent  place.  In  his  career  there  is  much  that 
is  commendable,  and  his  life  forcibly  illustrates  what  a  young  man  of  energy 
can  accomplish  when  his  plans  are  wisely  laid  and  his  actions  governed  by 
right  principles,  noble  aims  and  high  ideals. 

Mr.  Miller  was  born  June  7,  1872,  on  a  farm  near  Burlington,  Iowa,  the 
son  of  William  S.  and  Harriet  (Crighton)  Miller,  an  influential  family  of 
that  place.  William  S.  Miller  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  February  11, 
1847,  the  son  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Schmidt)  Miller,  both  natives  of  Ger¬ 
many.  Adam  Miller  was  born  in  1820  and  in  1834  he  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  St.  Louis,  then  moved  to  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and  in  1853  he  moved 
to  DesMoines.  He  was  a  Republican  and  took  an  active  interest  in  politics. 
For  some  time  he  engaged  in  teaching  and  was  an  influential  and  well  known 
man  in  the  early  history  of  that  locality.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Schmidt,  came 
from  Germany  to  America  in  1836. 

William  S.  Miller,  father  of  William  A.,  of  this  review,  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  schools.  He  began  working  in 
the  fields  when  quite  small  and  learned  the  meaning  of  hard  work  and  strict 
discipline  which  in  later  life  stood  him  in  “good  hand.”  He  married  Harriet 
A.  Crighton  on  August  1,  1871,  and  they  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  on 
March  1,  1893,  and  are  now  living  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Maryville. 
Mr.  Miller  being  retired,  enjoying  the  respite  due  old  age  and  a  man  whose 
life  has  been  one  of  labor  and  right  living. 

William  A.  Miller  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  the  high 
school  at  Morning  Sun.  Iowa,  and  at  the  Gem  City  Business  College  at 
Quincy,  Illinois.  In  1895  he  came  to  Maryville  and  in  connection  with  J. 
H.  Becker  purchased  S.  J.  Butcher's  shoe  store  and  was  successfully  engaged 
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in  this  business  ten  years.  R.  G.  Sanders  then  purchased  Becker's  interest 
and  the  firm  is  now  Miller  &  Sanders  and  their  store  is  known  as  the  “Bee 
Hive  Shoe  Store.’’  It  is  rightly  named,  being  one  of  the  busiest  places  in 
Maryville,  and  is  the  mecca  especially  for  visitors  from  the  rural  districts 
when  trading  here.  The  prestige  of  this  firm  is  second  to  none  and  its  busi¬ 
ness  is  rapidly  increasing. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Christian  church 
and  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  was  married  March  30,  1897,  to 
Effie  Weber,  of  Wapello,  Iowa.  She  was  born  May  13,  1876,  of  an  excellent 
family,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  This  union  has  been  graced 
by  one  child,  Harriet  Elizabeth. 


ARTHUR  B.  CONDON. 

There  would  be  an  important  hiatus  in  the  history  of  Maryville  and  Nod¬ 
away  county  should  the  Condon  Brothers  Printing  Company  fail  to  be  men¬ 
tioned  and  something  of  the  characteristics  of  the  principal  moving  spirit 
of  the  same  be  mentioned.  Arthur  B.  Condon  is  carrying  on  the  various  de¬ 
partments  of  his  enterprise,  assisted  by  his  brother  Thomas,  with  that  dis¬ 
cretion  and  energy  which  are  sure  to  find  their  natural  sequence  in  definite 
success. 

Arthur  B.  Condon  was  born  October  22,  1885,  Maryville,  Missouri, 
the  son  of  Byron  E.  and  Martha  Condon,  long  highly  respected  citizens  of 
this  place.  The  father  was  born  in  1850,  in  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio,  where  he 
grew  to  maturity  and  received  his  education  and  where  he  learned  the  print¬ 
er's  trade  and  worked  as  journeyman  for  some  time.  He  came  to  Mary¬ 
ville,  Missouri,  in  1870  and  here  became  well  known  as  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Nodaway  Democrat,  being  associated  with  James  Todd.  He  was  also 
associated  with  B.  A.  Dunn  in  publishing  the  Republican,  and  the  success  of 
both  papers  was  due  in  no  small  measure  to  his  enterprise  and  well  directed 
efforts.  He  was  well  known  and  one  of  the  county’s  influential  citizens  for 
many  years.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  was  loyal  in  his  support 
of  its  principles;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  fraternally  he 
was  a  Mason. 

Byron  E.  Condon  and  Martha  Vaughn  were  married  in  1880;  the  latter 
survives,  Mr.  Condon's  death  having  occurred  on  the  28th  of  January,  1909, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
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Arthur  B.  Condon  was  educated  in  the  Maryville  public  schools  and  he 
quite  naturally  followed  his  father's  footsteps  in  the  matter  of  business  and 
when  but  a  small  boy  learned  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Nodaway 
Democrat.  Seeking  a  wider  experience  and  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  art 
preservative,  he  went  to  Chicago  and  there  worked  in  a  job  office  for  three 
years.  He  returned  to  Maryville  in  1908  and,  with  his  brother  Thomas,  who 
is  also  an  expert  in  this  line  of  business,  they  established  the  Condon  Brothers 
Printing  Company,  which  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  this  part  of  the  state, 
although  not  so  long  established  as  many.  But  they  have  a  modern  and  well 
equipped  plant  where  prompt  and  accurate  service  is  the  motto ;  constantly  their 
prestige  has  rapidly  grown  and  they  enjoy  an  extensive  patronage.  They 
make  a  specialty  of  high-grade  commercial  work,  catalogues,  book,  special 
work,  etc.  They  carry  an  excellent  line  of  samples  and  satisfactory  service 
is  rendered,  their  plant  enjoying  a  most  enviable  reputation  with  the  local 
merchants. 

Arthur  B.  Condon  was  married  on  January  31,  1907,  to  Edith  Sloss. 
daughter  of  W.  W.  and  Hulda  Sloss,  of  Maryville,  where  this  family  has 
long  been  well  established.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Condon  two  children  have  been 
born,  Ethel  Martha  and  George  William. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  VANDERSLOAT. 

Another  of  the  thrifty  German-American  citizens  of  Maryville,  or  more 
properly  a  native  of  the  Ehiited  States  with  a  German  ancestry,  a  man  of 
characteristic  twentieth-century  enterprise  and  wholesome  living  is  Frederick 
William  Vandersloat,  who  was  born  in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  February 
1,  1863,  the  son  of  Ferdinand  E.  and  Nancy  (Bronson)  Vandersloat.  The 
father  was  a  butcher  and  came  to  Morgan  county,  Missouri,  in  1865.  In 
1869  he  moved  to  Holt  county  and  engaged  in  the  meat  business.  There  he 
built  up  an  extensive  trade,  and  in  1908  moved  to  Howell  county  and  again 
engaged  in  the  meat  business,  where  he  now  resides,  living  in  retirement.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  matters.  He  was 
married  to  Nancy  Bronson  in  i860,  while  living  in  Wheeling,  West  Virginia, 
and  to  this  union  six  children  were  born.  The  mother  died  in  Holt  county, 
Missouri,  in  1906. 

Frederick  W.  Vandersloat,  after  attending  the  common  schools,  began  life 
by  working  on  a  farm,  then  learned  the  trade  of  meat  cutter  under  his  father, 
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with  whom  he  was  associated  for  six  years.  He  then  engaged  in  business  for 
himself  at  Mound  City,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  two  years,  then  moved 
to  Gallatin,  this  state,  where  he  continued  his  line  for  three  years ;  then  he 
was  in  Pattonsburg  and  Holden,  Missouri,  one  year  at  each  place.  After 
that  he  worked  for  his  father  at  Mound  City  for  three  years ;  then  he  spent 
ten  years  in  Maitland.  His  next  move  was  to  Colorado,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  Then  he  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  purchased  the  Heller 
meat  market  and  is  now  successfully  conducting  the  same,  enjoying  a  very 
liberal  patronage.  He  has  a  well  located,  neatly  arranged  and  well  equipped 
place  of  business  and  he  carries  everything  in  the  meat  line,  and  what  he  offers 
his  customers  is  the  best  the  market  affords  and  at  as  reasonable  prices  as 
possible.  He  understands  thoroughly  his  line  and  furnishes  promptly  what¬ 
ever  kind  of  meat  is  called  for.  He  enjoys  a  fine  patronage  and  it  is  con¬ 
stantly  growing.  Mr.  Yandersloat  is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church.  He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  Pyth¬ 
ias.  He  was  married  on  July  3,  1891,  to  Alice  Erhart,  of  Gallatin,  Missouri, 
and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Frederick  Erhart  and 
Eva  Alene. 


BAYARD  TAYLOR  WRAY  AND  SONS. 

This  firm  is  well  known  throughout  Nodaway  county  as  breeders  of 
fine  Poland-China  hogs  at  Hopkins,  but  they  reside  in  Union  township.  For 
a  period  of  nine  years  their  stock  has  found  a  ready  market,  growing  from 
two  to  three  hundred  head  annually.  Although  their  hogs  are  greatly  ad¬ 
mired  by  all.  they  are  not  exhibitors,  but  they  ship  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  among  their  heaviest  patrons  being  in  Missouri,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Ne¬ 
braska,  Kansas,  Ohio  and  New  Mexico.  They  have  two  sales  annually,  the 
annual  sales  often  amounting  to  twenty-five  hundred  or  three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  “Peter  Sterling,”  who  is  head  of  the  herd,  has  a  great  reputation  in 
Missouri  and  Nebraska;  he  is  now  ten  years  old  and  has  carried  off  high 
honors  as  a  breeder.  These  hogs  are  heavy  boned,  big  type,  weight  as  high 
as  nine  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds,  but  most  of  the  best  breed  is  kept  at 
six  hundred  or  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  “Longfellow  Bill  '  is  another 
big  boar,  probably  the  largest  hog  in  Missouri ;  he  could  easily  make  one 
thousand  pounds.  A  large  part  of  their  sale  is  to  breeders,  but  they  enjoy 
an  extensive  home  patronage.  The  business  of  this  firm  has  grown  from  a 
small  beginning  in  1901  to  very  large  proportions.  Their  first  public  sale 
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in  1903  amounted  to  only  about  nine  hundred  dollars,  while  the  present  sales 
will  double  that  amount.  They  are  extensive  advertisers  in  breeders’  and 
agricultural  papers.  They  are  also  large  market  feeders  of  swine.  They 
understand  well  how  to  handle  hogs  to  the  best  advantage ;  their  place  has 
always  been  free  from  cholera  and.  in  fact,  singularly  free  from  all  diseases. 
Their  stock  is  admired  by  all  who  see  them.  Outside  of  their  specialty,  the 
Wrays  carry  on  general  farming  very  successfully.  They  own  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  rich  land  and  operate  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres  in 
addition  to  their  home  farm. 

With  Bayard  T.  Wray  are  his  sons,  Ernest  O.  and  Arthur  Irvin,  also 
Albert  Anderson  and  Theron  G.„  the  latter  now  a  student  in  the  Maryville 
Business  College. 

Bayard  Taylor  Wray  was  born  in  Polk  township,  seven  miles  northeast 
of  Maryville,  near  Myrtle  Tree  church,  on  the  old  John  Wray  farm — the 
latter  being  the  subject’s  grandfather — on  January  io,  1862.  He  is  the  son 
of  William  W.  and  Sarah  E.  (Shelman)  Wray,  the  latter  the  only  sister  of 
Adam  Shelman.  William  W.  Wray  was  the  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Wise¬ 
man)  Wray.  John  Wray  came  from  Ohio  to  Iowa  and  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  when  Bayard  T.,  of  this  review,  was  a  child  three  years  old.  He 
located  on  a  farm  in  Union  township,  within  two  miles  of  the  present  home 
of  Bayard  T.  The  mother  died  there  on  February  6,  1894.  Six  years  later 
William  W.  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  married  a  second  time,  and  he  now 
resides  at  Zaleski,  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  retired.  He  sold  the  old  farm  to  a 
son-in-law,  A.  D.  New,  but  another  son-in-law,  G.  G.  New,  now  lives  on  the 
place.  This  place  was  reclaimed  from  its  wild  state  by  William  W.  Wray. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  W.  Wray  ten  children  were  born,  eight  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  but  one  living  in  1910.  They  are:  Bayard  T.,  of 
this  review;  Edward  Percy,  of  Wray,  Colorado;  John  Bertrand,  of  Valley 
Falls,  Kansas;  William  N.  is  postmaster  at  Sheridan,  Worth  county;  Henry 
H.  lives  at  Hopkins;  George  also  lives  at  Hopkins;  Wilbur  W.  died  when 
twenty-two  years  old;  Clara  E.  M.  is  the  wife  of  A.  D.  New;  Fred  A.  lives 
in  Union  township;  Elizabeth  Irene  is  the  wife  of  G.  G.  New,  living  on  the 
old  homestead. 

Bayard  T.  Wray  remained  at  home  until  his  marriage,  on  March  27, 
1884,  to  Lorindo  A.  Wiley,  daughter  of  James  A.  Wiley,  of  Pickering,  this 
county ;  she  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the  home  schools  and 
was  eighteen  years  old  when  she  married. 

Mr.  Wray  began  life  as  a  farmer  and  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  is  part  of  his  father’s  old  home  place.  He  remained  on  the 
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home  farm  until  five  years  ago  when  he  came  to  the  Samuel  Lewis  place, 
remaining  there  two  years ;  he  has  also  spent  three  years  on  the  Wiley  home¬ 
stead. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wray:  Victor 
H.  lives  at  Orrsburg,  this  county;  Edna  married  Joseph  S.  Leech  and  is 
living  near  Eclgeley,  North  Dakota;  Ernest  O.,  Arthur  I.,  Theron  G.  and 
Albert  A.  are  partners  with  their  father  in  the  stock  business;  Viola,  Sarah 
Caroline,  Zeida  Ann,  Byron  Bertrand.  Lela,  Elbert  Taylor  and  Alma  Grace, 
all  at  home. 


JOHN  ANDREW  WALLACE. 

One  of  Maryville’s  best  known  citizens  is  John  Andrew  Wallace,  chief 
of  police  of  this  city  and  unquestionably  one  of  the  best  officials  the  city  has 
ever  known,  judging  from  his  unblemished  and  praiseworthy  record  and  his 
popularity  with  the  general  public.  This  statement  is  not  made  with  a  view 
to  indulge  in  any  undue  flattery,  but  because  facts  warrant  it,  as  those  who 
know  him  best  stand  ready  to  attest. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  born  on  June  i,  1866,  on  a  farm  in  Harrison  county, 
Missouri,  the  son  of  John  L.  and  Ellen  (Dodge)  Wallace.  The  father  was 
born  on  November  26,  1837,  on  a  farm  in  Macon  county,  Missouri,  and  there 
he  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated.  In  1871  he  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
settling  on  one  hundred  and  six  acres  in  Polk  township,  where  he  followed 
farming,  which  had  been  his  chief  occupation,  until  1908,  when  he  retired 
and  moved  into  Maryville,  locating  on  East  Second  street,  where  he  is  now 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  early  life  of  activity.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  He  was  married  on  July  4,  1861,  to 
Ellen  Dodge,  of  Kane  county,  Illinois.  She  was  born  January  6.  1846.  Four¬ 
teen  children  were  born  to  this  union,  eleven  of  whom  are  still  living. 

John  A.  Wallace,  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  common  schools.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  rented  a  farm 
and  began  life  for  himself,  following  this  line  of  endeavor  until  1895,  in  which 
year  he  moved  to  Maryville.  He  bought  a  restaurant  and  operated  the  same 
successfully  for  five  months,  then  became  special  policeman  until  April,  1896. 
He  was  then  appointed  on  the  regular  force,  serving  nearly  five  years  at  this 
in  a  very  faithful  manner  and  attracting  the  attention  of  party  leaders  by 
his  conscientious  discharge  of  duty  at  all  times  and  he  was  singled  out  as  the 
proper  person  to  head  the  police  department.  Accordingly  in  1900  he  was 
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elected  chief  of  police  and  he  has  since  held  this  position  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  all,  irrespective  of  party  affiliations.  His  majority  at  the  election 
in  April,  1910,  for  re-election  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-one,  which  is 
proof  of  his  popularity.  The  second  time  he  ran  he  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  four  hundred  and  twenty-nine.  He  is  loyal  to  the  Republican  party.  He 
has  been  deputy  sheriff  for  a  period  of  nine  years. 

Mr.  Wallace  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  On  March  21.  1886,  he  was  married  to  Alice  Green,  of  Pickering, 
who  was  born  December  19,  1869.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
four  children:  Mary  is  the  wife  of  William  Edwards,  manager  of  the  Lin- 
ville  Hotel  at  Maryville ;  Omar  C.  is  agent  and  operator  for  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  railroad  at  Parkville,  Missouri;  Florence  E.  is  living  at 
home;  and  Blanche  is  attending  the  local  high  school. 


HAROLD  JACOB  VAN  STEENBERGH. 

One  of  the  energetic  business  men  of  Maryville  is  Harold  Jacob  Van- 
Steenbergh,  a  native  son,  who  has  preferred  to  spend  his  life  here  at  home, 
and  he  has  always  had  deeply  at  heart  the  well  being  and  improvement  of  the 
county,  using  his  influence  whenever  possible  for  the  promotion  of  enterprises 
calculated  to  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  his  fellow-men,  besides  taking  a  leading 
part  in  all  movements  for  the  advancement  of  the  community  along  social, 
intellectual  and  moral  lines.  His  birth  occurred  in  Maryville  on  November  8. 
1886.  He  is  the  son  of  Gideon  Avery  and  Dora  A.  (Harriman)  Van  Steen- 
bergh,  the  father  born  August  15,  1852,  in  Ulster  county.  New  York,  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Rea)  Van  Steenbergh,  the  birth  of  Jacob  having  oc¬ 
curred  in  April.  1824,  in  Ulster  county,  New  York;  he  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Tearce)  VanSteenbergh.  John  was  a  farmer,  owning  eighty- 
five  acres  of  land;  his  death  occurred  in  March,  1852.  Mrs.  VanSteenbergh 
died  in  1874  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight  years.  They  reared  ten  children. 
Jacob  VanSteenbergh,  also  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  October  6,  1892, 
having  survived  his  wife  forty  years,  her  death  having  occurred  on  August 
18,  1852. 

Gideon  A.  VanSteenbergh  lived  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  four¬ 
teen  years  old.  He  very  early  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  and  for 
four  years  worked  in  a  dry  goods  store  at  Newberg,  New  York,  then  for  one 
year  he  worked  in  New  York  city.  Believing  that  the  west  held  greater  op¬ 
portunities  for  him,  he  came  to  Denison,  Iowa,  and  after  learning  the  tailor's 
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trade,  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  September  18,  1882,  and  he  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  engaged  in  business  here  ever  since.  In  1908  he  and  his  son  formed 
a  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of  VanSteenbergh  &  Son. 

Gideon  A.  VanSteenbergh  was  married  on  January  22,  1874,  to  Dora  M 
Harriman,  of  Denison,  Iowa.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Melvin  and  Lucinda 
Harriman,  old  pioneers  of  that  place;  their  daughter,  Dora  M.,  was  born  on 
August  i,  1852.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  Harold  Jacob 
and  one  deceased. 

Gideon  A.  VanSteenbergh  is  a  Democrat  politically,  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  well 
known  and  has  the  friendship  of  all  with  whom  he  has  had  dealings. 

Harold  J.  VanSteenbergh  grew  to  maturity  in  Maryville  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  schools,  graduating  from  the  public  schools  in  January, 
1905.  He  was  a  good  student  and  prepared  himself  for  a  teacher,  but  he 
taught  only  one  year,  this  in  the  country,  when,  not  finding  the  work  of  a  peda¬ 
gogue  entirely  to  his  liking,  he  abandoned  the  same  and  went  to  Newton, 
Kansas,  where  he  worked  for  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  six  months.  Returning 
to  Maryville,  he  took  a  business  course  in  the  local  business  college,  after 
which  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father,  having  learned  the  tailor’s 
trade  while  attending  schools.  This  firm  is  doing  an  excellent  business, 
which  is  constantly  increasing,  as  general  tailors,  cleaners,  pressers,  etc.,  al¬ 
ways  carrying  an  excellent  line  of  samples  and  they  have  a  neat  and  well 
equipped  place  of  business. 

Harold  J.  VanSteenbergh  was  married  on  November  26,  1908,  to  Elva 
Strawn,  of  Maryville.  He  is  a  member  of.the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 


ROBERT  ERVIN  SNODGRASS. 

One  of  the  prompt,  energetic  and  trustworthy  business  men  of  Maryville 
is  Robert  Ervin  Snodgrass,  who  is  well  known  throughout  the  northern  half 
of  Nodaway  county  as  a  hardware  dealer,  although  he  has  not  long  been  a 
resident  of  Maryville;  however,  his  store  has  a  most  satisfactory  patronage 
here,  which  is  rapidly  growing,  his  customers  coming  from  all  parts  of  the 
county  and,  never  failing  to  receive  courteous  consideration  and  a  fair  deal, 
almost  invariably  return,  remaining  both  his  customers  and  his  friends. 

Mr.  Snodgrass  was  born  on  February  15,  1862,  on  a  farm  near  Clarinda, 
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Iowa,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (Matherly)  Snodgrass.  The  father  was 
born  on  March  i,  1818,  on  a  farm  in  Indiana  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and 
received  some  education  in  the  old-fashioned  rural  schools.  He  married 
Nancy  Matherly  on  February  5,  1840,  and  they  moved  to  Page  county,  Iowa, 
in  1845,  remaining  there  until  1876,  when  they  moved  to  Hopkins,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  Mr.  Snodgrass  being  retired  at  that  time.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  November  5,  1904,  at  an  advanced  age. 

Nancy  Matherly,  wife  of  Robert  Snodgrass,  was  born  in  Indiana,  March 
11,  1824,  the  daughter  of  pioneers,  and  her  death  occurred  on  December  21, 
1909.  They  were  a  highly  respected  people,  and  their  family  consisted  of  ten 
children,  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  Robert  Snodgrass  was  a  Democrat  and 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  being  faithful  in  his  support  of  the  same 

Robert  E.  Snodgrass  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  when  fourteen 
years  of  age  accompanied  his  parents  to  Hopkins.  He  left  school  when  nine¬ 
teen  years  of  age  and  worked  for  W.  S.  Frayne  in  the  hardware  business  in 
Hopkins,  having  decided  to  follow  this  line  of  business,  and  he  was  not 
long  in  learning  the  ‘‘ins  and  outs”  of  the  same ;  however,  he  next  engaged  in 
business  with  his  brother,  conducting  a  dry  goods  and  grocery  store.  He 
then  went  to  Pickering  and  maintained  a  lumber  yard  for  a  period  of  four¬ 
teen  years,  during  which  time  he  enjoyed  a  very  satisfactory  patronage.  He 
also  conducted  a  hardware  store  in  connection  with  the  same  during  the  last 
five  years  he  lived  in  Pickering.  In  1905  he  came  to  Maryville  and  he  now 
conducts  one  of  the  best  hardware  stores  in  the  county,  which  is  well  located 
on  North  Main  street,  carefully  stocked  with  a  modern  line  of  goods,  covering 
a  varied  and  extensive  line.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  quick  meal  stoves  and 
ranges,  “Round  Oak'’  stoves  and  ranges,  carrying  a  general  line  of  hardware, 
tinware,  builders'  hardware,  roofing,  sporting  goods,  etc.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

Mr.  Snodgrass  was  married  on  December  4,  1892,  to  Roxanna  Ewing, 
of  Hopkins,  daughter  of  Captain  Ewing,  a  well  known  citizen  and  a  survivor 
of  the  Mexican  and  Civil  wars.  Mrs.  Snodgrass  was  born  on  January  11, 
1862.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child.  Howard  Ewing, 
who  is  now  attending  the  Maryville  schools. 


JOHN  DICKERSON  RICHEY. 

It  is  a  well  authenticated  fact  that  success  comes  as  a  result  of  legitimate 
and  well  applied  energy,  unflagging  determination  and  perseverance  in  a  course 
of  action  when  once  decided  upon.  She  is  never  known  to  smile  upon  the 
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idler  or  dreamer  and  she  never  courts  the  loafer,  and  only  those  who  have 
diligently  sought  her  favor  are  crowned  with  her  blessings.  In  briefly  tracing 
the  life  history  of  John  Dickerson  Richey,  well  known  in  financial  circles  of 
Nodaway  county  and  one  of  Maryville's  loyal  and  representative  citizens,  it  is 
plainly  seen  that  the  prosperity  which  he  enjoys  and  the  success  he  has  attained 
in  every  relation  of  life,  have  been  won  by  commendable  qualities,  and  it  is 
also  his  personal  worth  that  has  gained  for  him  the  high  esteem  of  those  who 
know  him. 

Mr.  Richey  was  born  May  16,  1872,  in  Cadiz,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  the 
son  of  Robert  G.  and  Susan  C.  (Dickerson)  Richey.  The  father  devoted  his 
life  to  farming,  and  in  the  spring  of  1885  he  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri, 
and  after  looking  over  the  country  roundabout,  located  on  an  eighty-acre  tract 
west  of  the  city  where  he  established  a  very  comfortable  home  and  improved 
a  neat  and  productive  farm.  In  politics  he  was  always  a  Democrat  and  in 
religious  matters  a  Presbyterian. 

John  D.  Richey  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  early  in  life 
learned  the  lessons  of  industry  and  fortitude,  and  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Nodaway  county,  where,  with  the  exception  of  some  time  spent  away  at 
school  or  in  teaching,  he  has  made  his  home  up  to  the  present.  He  was  am¬ 
bitious  to  follow  a  business  course  or  that  of  teaching,  not  finding  the  life  of 
a  husbandman  entirely  to  his  liking.  He  prepared  himself  very  care¬ 
fully  for  his  life  work,  having  received  an  exceptionally  good  educa¬ 
tion.  After  passing  through  the  common  schools  he  took  a  thorough  course 
in  the  Gem  City  Business  College  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  having  been  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  1897.  He  made  a  splendid  record  here,  and  after 
leaving  the  school  room  he  began  teaching  at  Crookston,  Minnesota,  where  he 
remained  one  year.  He  then  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  clerked  in  the 
postoffice  for  eighteen  months  under  Postmaster  James  Todd.  He  later  re¬ 
turned  to  teaching  and  was  employed  for  seven  years  in  a  business  school  at 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  where  he  gave  eminent  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 
Returning  to  Nodaway  county,  he  accepted  a  position  as  cashier  of  the  Nod¬ 
away  Valiev  Bank,  December  1,  1905,  which  position  he  has  held  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  having  proven  to  be  a  very  popular  and  satisfactory  employe  of  this 
old  and  substantial  institution.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and  in  religious 
matters  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Richey  was  married  on  July  6,  1898,  to  Nellie  E.  Curfman,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Amon  Curfman  and  wife,  a  well  known  family  of  Tarkio,  Missouri. 
Mrs.  Richey  was  called  to  her  rest  on  July  2,  1905,  leaving  one  child,  Mary 
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Margaret.  On  November  25,  1908,  Mr.  Richey  was  again  married,  his  last 
wife  being  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Effie  D.  Bell,  daughter  of  Albert  E. 
Bell  and  wife,  an  influential  Maryville  family. 


FELIX  S.  GRUNDY. 


He  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  Missouri,  in  which  state  he  has  passed  his  entire 
life,  and  he  is  one  of  the  successful  and  prominent  citizens  of  Maryville,  Nod¬ 
away  county,  where  he  is  the  leading  plumber,  being  well  known  to  the  people 
of  that  vicinity  as  a  man  of  clean  business  principles  and  public  spirited,  hav¬ 
ing  attained  prosperity  through  his  own  well-directed  efforts. 

Mr.  Grundy  was  born  November  14,  1869,  in  DeKalb  county,  Missouri, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  H.  and  Sarah  G.  Grundy.  These  parents  were  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky,  but  were  for  many  years  well-known  and  successful  farm¬ 
ers  in  Garrett  county,  this  state,  but  in  1871  they  removed  to  Maryville,  where 
the  father’s  death  occurred  about  twenty-five  years  ago.  His  widow,  who  is 
now  eighty-five  years  old,  is  making  her  home  with  her  son,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  latter  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  was  given  a  good  prac¬ 
tical  common-school  education.  In  1871  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Nod¬ 
away  county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  plumber,  in  the  employ  of  the  city  water  company.  After  com¬ 
pleting  his  apprenticeship  he  formed  a  business  partnership  with  W.  A.  Tin¬ 
dall,  but  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  in  business  on  his  own  account 
and  has  met  with  splendid  success  in  his  line.  He  does  all  kinds  of  plumbing, 
steam,  gas  and  hot  water  heating,  etc.,  and  his  establishment,  which  is  located 
on  South  Main  street,  is  thoroughly  fitted  out  with  a  complete  line  of  sup¬ 
plies  and  machinery  used  in  his  business,  including  a  full  line  of  “Standard” 
goods.  He  is  an  expert  workman  in  his  line  and  he  employs  none  but  first- 
class  plumbers,  his  constant  aim  being  to  turn  out  none  but  perfect  work,  the 
result  being  that  he  has  given  universal  satisfaction  to  all  who  have  patronized 
him. 

On  March  15,  1893,  Mr.  Grundy  was  united  in  marriage  with  Cora  A. 
Martin,  the  daughter  of  Griffin  Martin,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seven 
children,  Cleo,  Leland,  Marie,  Mildred,  Edith,  Dorothy  and  Otho,  all  of 
whom  are  living  at  home  with  their  parents,  the  older  ones  attending  school. 

Politically,  Mr.  Grundy  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  takes  an  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  not  in  any 
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sense  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  religious  connection  is  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  he  takes  a  live  interest  in  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  various  activities  of  that  society.  Personally,  Mr.  Grundy  is 
friendly  and  genial  and  makes  friends  easily,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  es¬ 
teem  of  the  entire  community,  where  he  is  widely  known. 


WILLIAM  CLARK  WOOD,  V.  S. 

It  requires  almost  as  much  painstaking  effort  and  as  much  innate  ability 
to  become  a  successful  veterinary  surgeon  as  it  does  to  equip  one’s  self  for 
a  general  medical  practitioner,  and  he  who  gains  a  name  in  this  profession 
is  unquestionably  the  possessor  of  strong  characteristics.  No  more  success¬ 
ful  or  better  known  veterinary  is  to  be  found  in  Nodaway  and  adjoining 
counties  than  William  Clark  Wood,  whose  record  is  herewith  set  forth  in 
brief  outline,  but  sufficient  to  show  that  he  is  eminently  deserving  of  a  high 
rank  among  his  fellow  practitioners  of  the  state.  He  was  born  on  October 
30,  1864,  at  Ringgold,  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Charles 
S.  and  Sarah  E.  (Barnhard)  Wood.  The  great-grandfather,  Aaron  Wood, 
who  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  was  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  his  wife 
practiced  midwifery,  being  a  graduate  and  having  a  diploma.  She  was 
Elizabeth  Stanley  before  her  marriage ;  she  was  an  excellent  horsewoman 
and  a  g-ood  rider,  being  able  to  mount  any  colt  and  ride  anywhere.  She 
was  also  a  well  known  root  and  herb  doctor,  and  she  had  many  calls  and  a 
wide  practice.  Often,  at  the  dead  of  night,  she  would  be  compelled  to 
ride  eight  or  nine  miles,  often  over  very  bad  roads,  to  see  a  patient.  Fre¬ 
quently  she  was  compelled  to  travel  a  rambling  pathway  through  the  woods 
in  lieu  of  a  road,  but  she  was  a  brave  and  ingenious  woman  of  the  old-time 
pioneer  type  that  delighted  in  overcoming  all  obstacles.  In  the  fall  of  1834 
she  rode  to  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  on  a  visit  and  while  there  took  sick  and 
never  reached  home  again.  She  and  her  husband  were  highly  esteemed  and 
widely  known,  being  leading  people  of  their  community. 

Grandfather  Zachariah  Wood  was  also  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  December  11,  1800.  When  six  years  old 
he  was  brought  to  Ohio,  the  family  settling  in  Belmont  county,  and  there  he 
grew  to  maturity  and  in  1826  married  Ruth  Gadd,  to  which  union  three 
children  were  born.  He  practiced  veterinary  surgery,  having  begun  the 
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same  when  a  lad  of  only  ten  years.  He  became  a  man  of  influence  in  his 
locality,  and  his  death  occurred  on  August  17,  1874.  Ruth  Gadd  was  born 
March  2,  1808,  in  the  state  of  Virginia  within  four  miles  of  Wheeling.  Her 
father,  William  Gadd,  was  born  in  Scotland,  from  which  country  he  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Maryland  in  1773,  and  in  1775 
he  enlisted  in  the  patriot  army,  serving  through  the  entire  Revolutionary 
struggle,  or  loyally  bore  arms  for  our  flag  for  eight  years.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1835.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Maryland  and  in  1784  married 
Mary  Stevens,  and  he  lived  there  until  1801,  during  which  time  nine  children 
were  born  to  them.  On  the  last  date  mentioned  he  moved  to  Virginia, 
locating  about  four  miles  from  Wheeling,  and  there  three  more  children 
were  born  to  them,  making  a  family  of  twelve  children.  Their  mother, 
Mary  (Stevens)  Gadd,  departed  this  life  in  1817. 

Dr.  Charles  S.  Wood,  father  of  Dr.  William  C.  Wood,  of  this  review, 
was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  June  26,  1834,  and  when  only  eleven 
years  old  he  began  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery  and  has  made  this 
profession  his  chief  life  work,  having  been  eminently  successful  in  the  same, 
a  practitioner  for  a  period  of  sixty-five  years.  When  he  reached  maturity  he 
married  Sarah  Emily  Barnhard,  who  was  born  on  July  14,  1840,  in  Morgan 
county,  Ohio,  and  there  she  grew  to  maturity,  marrying  Dr.  Wood  on  Oc¬ 
tober  24,  1858.  To  this  union  six  children  were  born,  namely:  John  M., 
Zachariah  W.,  William  C.,  Joseph  C.,  Ruth  E.  and  Oscar  O. 

Dr.  William  C.  Wood  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  in  Ringgold, 
Ohio.  Deciding  to  continue  the  practice  of  veterinary  surgery,  that  his 
ancestors  had  taken  up  long  ago  and  had  been  so  successful  in,  he  began 
studying  under  his  father,  and  later  attended  the  McDonald  School  of  Vet¬ 
erinary  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  made  a  splendid  record.  He  began 
practicing  at  Ringgold,  that  state,  and  continued  there  eight  years,  during 
which  time  he  had  an  extensive  practice.  In  1893  he  went  to  Elliott,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  In  1895  he  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri, 
and  practiced  with  his  usual  success  until  1904,  then  returned  to  Elliott, 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  1909,  in  which  year  he  returned  to  Mary¬ 
ville,  where  he  is  now  located  and  is  enjoying  a  large  patronage. 

Doctor  Wood  married  Anna  E.  Wilson  on  March  10,  1888;  she  lived 
in  Malta,  Ohio,  and  is  of  an  excellent  family  of  the  Buckeye  state.  Two 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union,  Scott  S.  and  John  S.,  both  attending 
school. 

Politically  Dr.  Wood  is  a  Republican  and  in  religious  matters  is  a 
Methodist. 
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BENJAMIN  VANCE  PRATHER. 

The  Prather  family,  which  is  extensively  mentioned  in  other  parts  of 
this  work,  has  long  been  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  widely  esteemed 
in  Nodaway  county,  and  one  of  the  most  popular,  whole-hearted  and 
whole-souled  members  of  this  family  of  a  past  generation  was  Benjamin 
Vance  Prather,  who  has  been  summoned  to  close  his  earthly  accounts  and 
take  up  his  journey  to  “that  undiscovered  bourne”  of  which  Shakespeare 
wrote,  leaving-  behind  him  many  who  sorrowed  because  one  of  such  amiable 
traits  should  be  called  away  early  in  life. 

Mr.  Prather  was  born  in  Maryville,  Missouri,  July  17,  1875,  and  was 
the  son  of  James  B.  and  Emma  Frances  (Holt)  Prather.  The  father  was 
born  in  Mercer  county,  Kentucky,  April  6,  1834,  and  was  the  son  of  Col. 
I.  N.  and  Marie  (Prater)  Prather,  mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  Mr.  Baker.  James  B.  Prather  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  White 
Cloud  township,  and  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  general  work  of  the  same, 
attending  the  neighboring  schools.  He  very  early  began  manifesting  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  county,  and  when  only  twenty-two  years 
old  was  elected  sheriff  and  three  years  later  was  elected  circuit  clerk,  filling 
both  positions  with  much  credit.  In  1866  he  went  into  the  drug  business  and 
enjoyed  a  reputation  of  being  the  leading  druggist  in  northwestern  Missouri. 
He  was  also  extensively  interested  in  stock  breeding,  owning  a  large  ranch 
in  Nodaway  county  on  which  he  bred  some  of  the  best  race  horses  in  the 
past  two  or  three  decades,  and  became  known  as  one  of  the  leading  authori¬ 
ties  on  horses  in  this  part  of  the  state.  His  death  occurred  on  February  237 
1891.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  married  Emma 
Holt,  of  this  county,  on  November  16,  1873,  and  to  this  union  four  children 
were  born,  two  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing,  namely :  Elizabeth  was 
born  October  19,  1879;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Francis  Oakes,  of  Boston,  Massa¬ 
chusetts;  Benjamin  Vance,  of  this  review,  and  Elizabeth. 

Benjamin  Vance  Prather  was  educated  in  the  Maryville  schools  and 
spent  his  youth  in  much  the  same  manner  as  other  contemporary  young  men 
of  his  community,  being  popular  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  and  he  spent 
his  life  in  Maryville,  his  death,  however,  occurring  in  St.  Louis  whither  he 
had  been  taken  to  a  hospital  in  December,  1909,  suffering  from  a  complica¬ 
tion  of  diseases.  Failing  to.  rally  from  an  operation,  his  death  occurred  on 
January  26.  1910,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  He  bore  his  suffering 
with  courage  and  fortitude. 
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Mr.  Prather  was  married  on  January  4,  1905,  to  Gertrude  O’Riley, 
daughter  of  Patrick  C.  and  Martha  K.  O'Riley,  a  well  known  family  of 
Maryville,  and  to  this  union  one  child  was  born,  Elizabeth.  Elis  wife  and 
child  survive  him,  living  in  Maryville ;  also  his  two  sisters,  mentioned  above. 
His  mother  died  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  Sunday,  April  17,  1910. 

Mr.  Prather  was  prominent  in  lodge  circles  and  he  sought  to  carry  the 
altruistic  precepts  taught  by  the  following  orders,  to  which  he  belonged,  into 
his  daily  life  among  his  fellow  men :  Masonic,  consistory  of  Western  Mis¬ 
souri,  Scottish  rite  of  Kansas  City;  Moila  Temple  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  St.  Joseph ;  St.  Joseph  Council,  No.  9,  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  St.  Joseph;  Maryville  Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights 
Templar;  Owens  Chapter,  No.  96,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Maryville  Lodge,  No. 
165,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  also  Tancred  Lodge,  No.  84,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  and  Maryville  Lodge,  No.  760,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks. 


ADOLPH  F.  LIPPMAN. 

One  of  the  most  enterprising  of  Maryville's  business  men  and  best 
known  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  is  Adolph  F.  Lippman,  who  is  an  Ameri¬ 
can  by  adoption  only,  but  just  as  loyal  to  our  institutions  as  any  native-born 
son.  His  birth  occurred  in  Hanover  province,  Germany,  on  February  27, 
1855,  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and  Gesina  Lippman,  both  natives  of  the 
Fatherland,  where  they  spent  their  lives,  George  Lippman  having  engaged 
in  the  cooperage  business;  he  and  his  wife  both  died  about  ten  years  ago. 

Adolph  F.  Lippman  came  to  America  when  twelve  years  of  age  and  he 
first  worked  on  a  steamboat  on  the  Ohio  river,  later  learning  the  cabinet¬ 
makers'  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  1880.  In  1875  he  came  to  Mary¬ 
ville  where  he  continued  the  same  line  of  work,  building  up  an  excellent 
patronage.  On  May  1,  1880,  he  opened  a  saloon  and  a  cafe  on  West  Fourth 
street,  just  west  of  the  Maryville  National  Bank,  and  was  successful  from  the 
first.  February  1,  1889.  he  opened  “The  Oak,’’  which  he  has  managed 
ever  since,  enjoying  a  very  liberal  patronage.  In  1906  Mr.  Lippman,  in 
company  with  six  others,  organized  the  Turner  Manufacturing  Company, 
of  which  Mr.  Lippman  is  now  the  largest  stockholder,  and  its  increasing 
success  is  due  in  most  part  to  his  judicious  management.  Here  is  manu¬ 
factured  the  famous  “Perfection  Halter  Leads,”  which  represents  the  fea- 
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lure  and  foundation  of  their  “Perfection”  line  of  rope  goods,  which  are 
second  to  none  in  the  land  and  which  sell  readily  all  over  the  country. 

This  specific  article  represents  a  complete  piece  of  rope  in  its  original 
length.  It  differs  from  the  ordinary  rope  in  that  it  has  not  been  cut,  has  no 
ends  to  unravel,  has  no  wire  ring  or  fasteners  to  prevent  unraveling  or  to 
injure  the  hands.  Both  ends  being  perfect,  one  could  not  unravel  it,  how¬ 
ever  hard  he  might  try.  “Perfection”  rope  is  made  of  one  unbroken  strand 
of  long  fiber  rope  yarn  or  twine  which  is  drawn  back  and  forth  in  the  No. 
1 6  size  until  sixteen  strands,  and  in  No.  24  until  twenty-four  strands,  and 
in  No.  32  until  thirty-two  strands  are  drawn,  when  the  whole  is  twisted 
into  a  finished  piece  of  rope,  which  is  complete  and  ready  to  attach  to  the 
ring  in  the  halter.  Halter  leads  are  coming  in  great  demand  in  every  store 
where  rope  is  sold,  since  they  meet  the  demand  for  a  halter  rope,  which 
is  so  often  called  for  and  so  unsatisfactorily  made  by  cutting  a  piece  of  rope 
from  a  coil  and  fastening  a  \vire  ring  around  one  end  and  then  braiding 
the  other  into  the  halter  ring  or  tying  in  with  a  knot.  With  Perfection 
Leads  there  is  no  shrink,  no  overweight,  making  a  certain  profit  to  the 
merchant,  and  gives  universal  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Lippman  is  loyal  in  his  support  of  the  Catholic  church,  and  polit¬ 
ically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  long  taken  more  or  less  interest  in 
the  local  affairs  of  his  party.  Under  Cleveland’s  first  administration  he 
served  very  ably  as  collector  of  customs  afloat,  covering  the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  Lippman  was  married  on  November  6,  1894,  to  Emma  D.  Brody, 
of  Maryville,  daughter  of  a  well  known  family  here.  This  union  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  bearing  the  name  of  Estella  M. 


CHARLES  VILAS  MARTIN,  M.  D. 

A  man  who  has  gained  marked  precedence  in  the  work  of  one  of  the 
noblest  of  professions  is  Dr.  Charles  Vilas  Martin,  of  Maryville,  having- 
devoted  his  undivided  attention  to  his  extensive  practice  for  many  years, 
gaining  a  high  position  on  the  scroll  of  Nodaway  county’s  able  professional 
men,  being  well  grounded  in  the  science  of  medicine  and  the  possessor  of 
the  many  noble  personal  traits  necessary  to  win  success  in  this  somewhat 
exacting  profession.  Besides  his  ability  as  a  physician,  he  is  admired  for  his 
well  regulated  life  and  public-spirited  nature. 
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Doctor  Martin  was  born  May  3,  1879,  at  LaHarpe,  Illinois,  and  is  the 
son  of  Dr.  Francis  Marion  and  Sarah  S.  (Westfall)  Martin,  the  father  born 
on  November  6,  1850,  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  on  a  farm,  and  he 
was  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Paulina  C.  (Kirk)  Martin.  Jesse  Martin  was 
born  April  8,  1824,  in  Green  county,  Kentucky,  the  son  of  Reuben  and 
Delilah  (Morris)  Martin,  the  birth  of  the  father  having  occurred  on  June 
14,  1801,  in  Halifax  county,  Virginia;  he  was  the  son  of  William  and  Eda 
(Broomfield)  Martin.  William  Martin  was  a  farmer;  he  married  Sarah 
Broomfield  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  took  part. 

William  Martin  was  very  successful  in  his  business  life,  being  the 
possessor  of  a  considerable  competency  at  his  death,  which  occurred  shortly 
after  the  birth  of  his  son,  Reuben. 

Reuben  Martin  also  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  in  1822  he  mar- 
ried  Delilah  Morris.  In  the  spring  of  1823  they  emigrated  from  the  Old 
Dominion  to  Kentucky,  walking  the  entire  distance  of  five  hundred  miles, 
bringing  with  them  a  feather  bed,  a  two-year-old  horse,  an  oven  and  their 
six-months-old  child.  They  settled  in  Green  county,  Kentucky,  where  they 
established  a  comfortable  home  in  due  course  of  time  and  where  they  remained 
until  on  October  12,  1845,  when  Reuben  took  his  family  to  McDonough 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  secured  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  there 
farmed  successfully  until  his  death,  June  14,  1864.  He  was  a  Jeffersonian 
Democrat  and  a  strict  Baptist:  His  wife  died  on  July  5.  1851.  They 
reared  three  children. 

Jesse  Martin  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  was  twenty-one  years  old 
when  he  went  to  McDonough  county,  Illinois.  He  married  Paulina  C. 
Kirk  December  2,  1849.  She  was  born  November  10,  1832,  in  Adair  county, 
Kentucky.  Jesse  Martin  was  a  Democrat,  a  Baptist  and  a  great  Bible  stu¬ 
dent,  a  man  whom  all  admired  for  his  exemplary  life.  He  reached  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  dying  on  March  23,  1908,  having  been  preceded  to  the  “nar¬ 
row  house”  only  a  few  weeks  by  his  faithful  life  companion,  Mrs.  Martin 
dying  on  February  10,  1908.  They  reared  ten  children,  six  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  living  at  this  writing. 

Francis  Marion  Martin  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Mc¬ 
Donough  county,  Illinois,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  entered  the  Macomb 
Normal  and  Scientific  College  at  Macomb,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  two 
years.  He  then  taught  in  country  schools  for  three  years  and  was  then  principal 
for  three  years  in  the  Colchester  high  school,  reading  medicine  in  the  mean¬ 
time.  He  then  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  in  Chicago,  from 
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which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1877  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine.  He  practiced  his  profession  at  LaHarpe,  Illinois,  for  ten  years, 
and  in  1887  moved  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  practice  here,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  homeopaths  of  northern 
Missouri.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  served  very  faithfully  as 
coroner  of  Nodaway  county  from  1891  to  1895,  two  terms.  He  was  county 
physician  for  three  years.  In  1908  and  1909  he  was  president  of  the  Home¬ 
opathic  Medical  Society  of  Missouri.  He  is  a  third-degree  Mason,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
three  years.  He  and  his  family  are  Presbyterians. 

Doctor  Martin  and  Sarah  Westfall  were  married  on  August  24,  1871, 
in  Macomb,  Illinois,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
namely:  Beverly  Raleigh,  a  lawyer  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Mabel  P..  of 
Maryville;  Dr.  Charles  V.,  of  this  review;  and  Alice  Almyra,  of  Maryville. 

Dr.  Charles  V.  Martin  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  the 
Maryville  Seminary.  Desiring  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  he 
read-  medicine  under  him  and  in  1897  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College 
at  Chicago,  graduating  with  honors  from  this  institution  in  1901.  He  was 
admitted  to  practice  in  the  state  of  Missouri  in  1900.  He  was  interne  at 
the  Hahnemann  Hospital  for  fourteen  months.  He  began  practicing  in 
Chicago,  where  he  remained  until  1909,  being  a  member  of  the  surgical 
staff  and  professor  of  diseases  of  children  in  Hahnemann  Medical  College. 
His  services  here  were  eminently  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  and  won  for 
him  the  admiration  of  both  his  professional  brethren  and  medical  students. 

Doctor  Martin  returned  to  Maryville  in  1909  and  is  now  in  partnership 
with  his  father.  They  make  a  specialty  of  diseases  of  children  and  surgery 
and  they  have  quite  an  extensive  patronage  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
their  reputation  being  second  to  none  in  this  line  of  work.  The  junior  doc¬ 
tor  is  at  present  very  ably  holding  the  important  position  of  county  physi¬ 
cian,  and  is  health  officer  of  Nodaway  county. 

Doctor  Martin  was  married  in  Chicago,  on  May  9,  1904,  to  Margaret 
f.  Forrest,  of  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin;  she  represents  an  excellent  family 
and  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,  Samuel  Forrest  and  Beverly  Alice. 

Doctor  Martin  is  a  Democrat  and  a  Presbyterian.  Fraternally  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
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BERNEY  HARRIS. 

In  the  respect  that  is  accorded  to  men  who  have  fought  their  own  way 
over  the  rugged  path  of  life  to  success,  we  find  an  unconscious  recognition  of 
the  intrinsic  worth  of  a  character  which  not  only  can  endure  so  rough  a  test, 
but  gain  new  strength  through  the  discipline.  The  gentleman  to  whom  the 
biographer  now  calls  the  reader's  attention  was  not  favored  by  inherited 
wealth  or  the  assistance  of  influential  friends,  but  in  spite  of  this,  by  per¬ 
severance,  industry  and  a  wise  economy,  he  has  attained  to  a  comfortable 
station  in  life  and  is  today  numbered  among  the  leading  and  successful 
business  men  of  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri. 

Berney  Harris  was  born  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  day  of  June, 
1863,  being  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca  (Jacobs)  Harris.  The  subject’s 
father  was  a  native  of  England,  having  been  born  in  the  city  of  London,  on 
August  11,  1822.  In  1850  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in 
New  York  city,  where  for  a  year  he  was  employed  as  shoemaker.  He  then 
went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where,  in  partnership  with  a  brother,  he  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  clothing  business,  their  establishment  being  located  at  Fifth 
and  Main  streets,  directly  opposite  the  Federal  building.  For  over  thirty 
years  he  remained  engaged  in  business  at  that  point,  and  in  1889  he  went 
to  St.  Louis  and  engaged  with  his  sons,  David  M.  and  Berney  Harris,  in  the 
wholesale  clothing  business,  in  which  he  met  with  success  and  in  which  he 
was  engaged  until  1906;  his  death  occurred  on  March  24,  1909,  in  his  eigh¬ 
ty-seventh  year.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  for  over  sixty- 
three  years,  having  been  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason 
in  London,  England,  in  1846.  He  was  married  to  Rebecca  Jacobs  in  June, 
1847,  in  London,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  living.  His  religious  affiliation  was  with  the  Reformed  Jewish 
church,  to  which  he  rendered  a  stanch  allegiance. 

Berney  Harris  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  received  a  good  prac¬ 
tical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cincinnati.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
years  he  went  to  Malden,  Dunklin  county,  Missouri,  with  two  of  his  broth¬ 
ers,  and  opened  a  general  store,  in  the  conduct  of  which  he  was  engaged 
until  1888.  In  1887  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  town,  re-elected  in  1888, 
but  resigned,  and  sold  out  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  became  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  I.  Harris  &  Company,  wholesale  manufacturers  of 
clothing  and  furnishings  and  well  known  in  the  trade  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try.  In  1909  Mr.  Harris  disposed  of  his  interests  and  came  to  Maryville, 
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purchasing'  the  store  of  N.  Sturn  &  Son.  He  proceeded  at  once  to  remodel 
and  refit  this  store  and  now  has  the  best  store  in  his  line  in  Maryville  and 
it  is  known  as  ‘“The  Store  Beautiful  of  North  Missouri.”  He  carries  at  all 
times  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  clothing  and  gents’  furnishing  goods 
and  numbers  the  best  people  of  the  city  and  surrounding  country  among  his 
patrons.  Among  the  goods  carried  by  him  are  “Sincerity”  clothes,  made 
by  Kuh,  Nathan  Fischer  &  Co.,  Chicago,  also  Levi  Mann  &  Company’s 
“Dress-Well”  clothes  for  young  men,  Hackett,  Carhart  &  Co.,  New  York, 
fine  children’s  suit  line,  and  Stetson  and  Rothschild  Brothers  hats,  all  stand¬ 
ard  makes  of  underwear,  complete  line  of  furnishings,  shoes  and  trunks. 
Mr.  Harris  has  inaugurated  a  “one  price,  plain  figure”  system,  which  has 
met  with  a  large  measure  of  success,  and  his  motto.  “Money’s  worth,  or 
money  back,”  has  won  for  him  the  confidence  of  the  community,  so  that 
he  is  in  command  of  his  full  share  of  the  public  patronage. 

On  November  23,  1896,  Mr.  Harris  was  united  in  marriage  to  Leah 
Scharff,  of  St.  Louis,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Bettie  Scharff,  and  they 
have  become  the  parents  of  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Harris  has  emulated  the  example  of  his  father  and  is 
an  appreciative  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Modern  AYoodmen  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  Religiously,  he  belongs  to  the  Reformed  Jewish  church.  Genial  in 
disposition,  courteous  and  accommodating-  in  his  dealings  with  customers, 
Mr.  Harris  has  won  a  host  of  acquaintances,  among  whom  he  numbers 
many  warm  and  loyal  personal  friends.  He  takes  a  live  interest  in  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  community  generally  and  is  numbered  among  the  progressive 
and  enterprising  business  men  of  his  adopted  city.  He  regards  as  the  car¬ 
dinal  principles  necessary  for  a  successful  business  career — first,  making 
your  word  good,  whether  to  a  customer  or  employee;  second,  buying  only  cor¬ 
rect,  reliable  merchandise;  third,  selling  same  right  and  at  same  price  to 
all. 


PATRICK  GORMAN. 

Among  the  honored  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  whose  lives  have 
been  closely  identified  with  the  material  progress  and  development  of  the 
county,  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
occupied  a  prominent  position.  After  years  of  strenuous  effort,  he  is  now 
able  to  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  a  busy  life,  and  at  Maryville, 
where  he  now  lives,  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 
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Patrick  Gorman  was  born  in  comity  Monahan,  Ireland,  on  the  15th 
day  of  August,  1846,  and  Was  reared  by  his  parents,  receiving  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  In  1864  he  accompanied  the  fam¬ 
ily  on  their  emigration  to  the  United  States,  settlement  being  made  in  Boone 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway 
county.  At  that  time  the  section  in  which  he  located  had  not  been  settled 
to  any  great  extent,  there  not  being  a  house  within  twelve  miles  of  him  on 
the  north  or  east,  though  three  miles  southeast  were  Ira  Moore  and  Press 
Sephas,  and  south  were  the  Casteel  family  and  that  of  John  McKee.  Of 
these,  Sephas  still  remains  on  his  farm.  Mr.  Gorman  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  ten  dollars  an  acre.  He  entered  at  once  on 
the  task  of  improving  and  developing  this  land  and  in  the  course  of  time 
became  the  possessor  of  as  fine  a  farm  as  can  be  found  in  Nodaway  coun¬ 
ty.  His  father,  James  Gorman,  also  lived  on  this  place  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  about  1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-seven  years.  Prior  to 
coming  here  James  Gorman  had  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  stock,  but 
after  locating  in  this  county  he  gave  no  attention  to  active  business  affairs, 
owing  to  his  advanced  age.  His  wife  had  died  when  her  son  Patrick  was 
but  three  years  old,  the  other  children  of  the  family  being  a  sister  who  went 
to  New  Orleans  to  reside,  and  Margaret,  Ann  and  Kate,  who  came  to  this 
county.  Margaret  was  the  wife  of  John  McMahan,  who  operated  a  farm 
in  close  proximity  to  that  of  the  subject  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Ann 
married  Fred  Fogan,  of  Polk  township;  Kate,  who  married  Patrick  Shortle. 
moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  her  death  occurred  in  December, 
1909. 

Patrick  Gorman  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  improvement  of  his 
farm  for  four  years  after  locating  on  it,  and  then  bought  more  land,  for 
which  he  paid  ten  dollars  an  acre.  At  that  time  prices  were  low — ridicu¬ 
lously  low  according  to  present-day  standards — hogs  selling  for  two  and 
a  quarter  cents  per  pound,  and  corn  sold  at  Maryville  for  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  a  bushel,  so  that  at  one  time  when  Mr.  Gorman  took  a  load  of  corn 
there  to  exchange  for  a  sack  of  wheat  flour  he  had  to  pay  twenty  cents  in 

cash  to  boot.  But,  high  as  it  was,  the  early  settlers  had  to  have  wheat 

flour,  for  the  much-used  corn  bread  grew  exceedingly  distasteful  after  being 
served  meal  after  meal  for  an  indefinite  time.  Mr.  Gorman  is  now  the 

owner  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  of  land  lying  on  the  line 

between  Polk  and  Jackson  township,  ten  and  a  half  miles  from  Maryville. 
The  farm  was  fenced  in  a  “rough  and  ready”  style  with  timber  cut  along 
the  Masingo  creek,  this  being  afterwards  replaced  with  more  modern  fenc- 
(60) 
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ing,  Mr.  Gorman  having  hauled  from  Hopkins  twelve  thousand  feet  of  fenc¬ 
ing,  for  which  he  paid  twenty-eight  dollars  per  thousand.  For  a  few  years 
after  coming  here  Mr.  Gorman  had  in  his  neighborhood  plenty  of  fine  range 
land,  so  that  he  handled  large  herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of  sheep  success¬ 
fully  and  easily.  In  the  early  days  of  his  life  there  wild  game  was  also 
plentiful,  among  which  were  wolves,  which  at  times  made  serious  raids  on 
his  sheep.  Mr.  Gorman  has  paid  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
good  livestock,  in  the  handling  of  which  he  has  met  with  a  fair  degree  of 
success.  He  is  now  living  practically  retired,  as  before  stated,  but  still  re¬ 
tains  a  deep  interest  in  the  operation  of  the  farm,  being  in  partnership  with 
the  farm  tenant  in  the  raising  of  livestock.  The  farm  is  highly  improved 
in  every  respect  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  part  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Gorman  married  Anna  Dempsey,  of  Chicago,  but  who  had  formerly 
lived  in  Nodaway  county,  being  a  daughter  of  Patrick  Dempsey,  who  came 
to  Nodaway  county  originally  from  Chicago,  and  eventually  moved  back  to 
that  city.  After  thirteen  years  of  happy  married  life,  Mrs.  Gorman  died 
suddenly  about  four  years  ago,  her  death  being  deeply  regretted  throughout 
the  community  where  she  had  been  held  in  the  highest  esteem.  This  union 
was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  Edward,  George,  Loretta  and  Al¬ 
fred,  all  of  whom  are  students  in  the  Maryville  high  school. 

Politically,  Mr.  Gorman  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  takes  the  right  sort  of  interest  in  local  public  affairs  though  he  is  not 
a  seeker  after  public  office.  Religiously,  Mr.  Gorman  was  numbered  among 
the  early  Catholics  of  the  county  and  gave  material  assistance  in  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  St.  Patrick's  Catholic  church  at  Maryville,  with  which  the  fam¬ 
ily  remained  identified.  In  all  his  business  activities  Mr.  Gorman  was  char¬ 
acterized  by  stanch  integrity  and  enterprising  methods,  holding  at  all  times 
the  full  confidence  of  all  who  had  dealings  with  him.  He  is  todav  num¬ 
bered  among  the  stanch  citizens  of  the  county  and  enjoys  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  CALVIN  PIERCE. 

It  is  one  of  the  beauties  of  our  government  that  it  acknowledges  no 
hereditary  rank  or  title,  no  patent  of  nobility  save  that  of  nature’s,  leaving 
every  man  to  establish  his  own  rank  by  becoming  the  artificer  of  his  own 
fortune.  Places  of  honor  and  trust,  rank  and  preferment,  thus  happily 
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placed  before  every  individual,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  to  be  striven  for 
by  all,  but  earned  alone  by  perseverance  and  sterling  worth,  are  most  al¬ 
ways  sure  to  be  filled  with  deserving  men,  or  at  least  by  those  possessing 
the  energy  and  talent  essential  to  success  in  contests  where  public  position 
is  the  prize.  William  Calvin  Pierce,  well  known  in  financial  circles  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  affords  a  conspicuous  example  of  the  successful  self-made 
American  who  is  not  only  eminently  deserving  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  him  by  his  fellow  citizens,  but  also  possesses  the  necessary  energy  and  tal¬ 
ent  that  fit  him  to  discharge  worthily  the  duties  of  the  position  he  occupies. 

Mr.  Pierce  was  born  on  July  8,  1863,  on  a  farm  in  Crawford  county, 
Missouri,  the  son  of  Henry  H.  and  Margaret  (Larmer)  Pierce,  the  former 
born  April  19,  1832,  in  Essex  county,  New  York,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated  in  the  primitive  schools  of  the  early  days,  and  from  which  place 
he  came  to  Missouri  in  the  late  fifties.  He  took  up  farming  in  his  home  com¬ 
munity  and  this  line  of  endeavor  he  continued  after  coming  here,  buying  a 
large  farm  in  Crawford  county  where  he  soon  became  well  established. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  captain  of  Home  Guards,  but  saw  no  actual 
service.  He  was  a  public-spirited  man,  a  loyal  Republican  and  he  took  a 
great  deal  of  interest  in  party  affairs.  He  was  at  one  time  sheriff  of  Craw¬ 
ford  county  and  in  1864  was  elected  collector,  rendering  very  satisfactory 
service  in  both  capacities.  His  death  occurred  on  August  13,  1865.  Re¬ 
ligiously  he  was  a  Baptist. 

On  January  26,  i860,  Henry  H.  Pierce  married  Margaret  Larmer, 
daughter  of  Robert  Larmer,  who  came  to  Missouri  from  New  York.  They 
had  formerly  lived  in  Canada.  Mr.  Larmer  also  at  one  time  owned  a  farm 
adjoining  what  is  now  Elgin,  Illinois.  Mrs.  Pierce  was  born  in  Quebec,  Can¬ 
ada,  June  30,  1837.  She  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living,  herself  and  a  sister.  Mrs.  Henry  H.  Pierce  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  William  C.,  of  this  review. 

William  C.  Pierce’s  father  died  when  he  was  two  years  old,  leaving  a 
widow  and  two  small  children.  Until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  lived 
with  his  mother  in  Steelville,  Crawford  county,  leaving  home  at  that  time 
to  make  a  place  for  himself  in  the  world.  Without  money  and  without 
friends,  but  with  an  indomitable  will,  he  arrived  at  the  camp  of  the  Wabash 
construction  gang  then  located  near  Maryville.  The  road  was  being  built 
from  St.  Louis  to  Council  Bluffs  and  the  long,  lean  South  Missouri  boy 
was  looking  for  a  job.  The  first  railroading  work  of  the  subject  of  this 
story  was  not  one  that  required  a  great  deal  of  intelligence  or  industry — 
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he  was  water  boy.  But  he  did  his  work  so  well,  was  always  “on  the  job” 
and  evidenced  such  a  desire  to  earn  his  wage  that  the  boss  soon  discovered 
his  value  and  promoted  him  to  the  position  of  spike  carrier.  From  that  job 
he  was  again  advanced  until  when  the  road  was  completed  he  was  offered 
the  position  of  freight  handler  at  the  Maryville  station. 

It  was  a  quick  step  from  the  freight  room  to  the  station  agent’s  place 
and  Mr.  Pierce  reached  it  before  he  did  his  right  to  vote. 

In  those  early  days  Maryville  was  a  very  important  shipping  point. 
Railroads  were  few  and  far  between  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  Maryville 
was  the  shipping  point  for  most  of  the  towns  of  northwestern  Missouri. 
The  Wabash  agent  at  Maryville  had  plenty  o-f  work  to  do  and  Mr.  Pierce 
found  time  to  take  care  of  his  duties  as  agent  and  also  give  some  thought 
to  equipping  himself  for  a  higher  position.  Along  about  1890  the  company 
wanted  a  traveling  auditor  and  offered  the  place  to  Mr.  Pierce.  He  accepted 
it — and  retained  his  place  as  station  agent. 

In  1894  Mr.  Pierce  gave  up  railroad  work  to  accept  the  office  of  record¬ 
er  of  deeds  for  Nodaway  county,  to  which  office  he  had  been  elected  by  an 
unprecedented  majority.  After  completing  his  term  as  recorder,  Mr.  Pierce 
entered  into  partnership  with  S.  G.  Gillam  and  C.  D.  Bellows,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Gillam,  Bellows  &  Pierce,  and  engaged  in  the  abstract  and 
farm  loan  business.  Here  Mr.  Pierce  had  opportunity  to  develop  his  unus¬ 
ual  business  ability  and  his  firm  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  A  few  years  after  engaging  in  the  abstract  and  loan  business  Mr. 
Pierce  and  his  partners  purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the  Maryville 
National  Bank,  at  that  time  the  most  inconsequential  banking  institution  in 
the  city.  It  is  now  the  leader,  its  statements  showing  the  largest  totals  of  any 
bank  in  the  county. 

Since  his  election  to  the  office  of  recorder  Mr.  Pierce  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  leading  Republican  politicians  in  the  state.  He  was  one  of  the 
“big  four”  delegates  to  the  national  convention  in  1904,  which  gave  Theodore 
Roosevelt  the  presidential  nomination  and  was  by  that  convention  made  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  notify  President  Roosevelt  of  his  nomination. 
He  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  State  Hospital 
for  the  Insane  No.  2,  located  at  St.  Joseph. 

On  October  17,  1889,  Mr.  Pierce  was  married  to  Iona  Ford,  daughter 
of  Dr.  B.  G.  and  Lucinda  Ford,  prominent  among  the  pioneer  citizens  of 
Nodaway  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pierce  have  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  who, 
with  Mr.  Pierce's  mother  and  sister,  make  a  happy  home  in  one  of  the  hand¬ 
somest  residence  properties  in  Maryville. 
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john  McClellan  dawson. 

One  of  the  strong,  forceful,  logical  and  convincing  advocates  of  the  Nod¬ 
away  county  bar,  a  man  who  is  forceful  in  his  elucidation  of  the  law  to  the 
court,  and  strong  in  his  impressiveness  and  persuasiveness  to  juries  is  John 
McClellan  Dawson.  The  combination  of  solid  qualities  which  he  possesses 
has  given  him  high  rank  in  his  profession  and  his  full  experience,  abundant 
common  sense,  cool  judgment,  discriminative  mind,  and  thorough  familiarity 
with  the  reports,  decisions  and  legal  authorities  have  made  him  a  reliable, 
sound  and  popular  counselor  and  an  effective  and  successful  trial  lawyer. 

Mr.  Dawson  is  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  having  been  born  March  13. 
1863,  on  a  farm  in  Lincoln  township,  and  is  the  son  of  Lafayette  and  Calista 
(Thornhill)  Dawson.  The  father  was  born  in  Lexington,  Illinois,  May  10, 
1837,  and  was  the  son  of  James  R.  and  Elizabeth  (Sparr)  Dawson.  James 
R.  Dawson  is  described  as  a  pioneer  of  sterling  qualities  and  had  the  distinc¬ 
tion  of  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  Mrs.  James  R.  Dawson  was 
born  in  1800  and  lived  to  be  eighty-six  years  old,  dying  in  1886.  Lafayette 
Dawson  was  for  many  years  a  conspicuous  character  in  Nodaway  county  as 
an  attorney,  a  judge  and  a  politician,  being  a  man  of  influence  and  playing 
a  large  part  in  the  development  of  the  county.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
his  native  community.  He  settled  in  Lincoln  township  in  1862,  and  soon 
thereafter  began  reading  law  with  Roseberry  &  Morehouse,  having  been  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  in  1866.  He  at  once  entered  into  a  good  practice,  having 
established  an  office  in  Maryville,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1886, 
when  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  district  court  in  Alaska  and  there  made 
a  most  commendable  record.  It  will  be  remembered  that  he  was  the  judge 
who  condemned  the  sealing  vessels  owned  by  the  British  interests,  those 
operating  the  same  having  been  apprehended  poaching  seals  on  United  States 
territory.  The  vessels  were  sold,  and  the  matter  was  taken  to  the  United 
States  supreme  court  where  the  action  of  Judge  Dawson  was  sustained.  He 
resigned  his  post  in  Alaska  in  the  fall  of  1888  and  returned  to  Maryville, 
where  he  resumed  practice  and  remained  active  at  the  bar  until  his  death. 
January  29,  1897.  He  was  a  Democrat  politically,  and  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  South.  He  was  married  to  Calista  Thornhill, 
January  20,  1861,  at  Ft.  Scott,  Kansas;  she  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  for 
a  record  of  her  ancestry  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  John  Thornhill, 
appearing  on  another  page  of  this  work.  To  Judge  Lafayette  Dawson  and 
wife  three  children  were  born:  John  M.,  of  this  review;  Cora  E.,  wife  of 
Judge  C.  R.  Foweler,  of  Edina,  Missouri,  and  Eva.  who  is  living  at  home  with 
Mrs.  Dawson. 
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John  M.  Dawson  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  home  schools,  gradu¬ 
ating  from  the  Maryville  schools  in  1880.  He  began  life  as  a  farmer,  suc¬ 
cessfully  tilling  the  soil  for  a  period  of  three  years  in  Polk  township.  But 
not  finding  the  life  of  a  husbandman  entirely  to  his  liking  and  believing  that 
the  legal  profession  held  particular  advantages  for  him,  he  accordingly  began 
studying  law  under  his  father,  and  while  at  Sitka,  Alaska,  in  1886,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar.  Pie  at  once  opened  an  office  and  practiced  there  for  a  period 
of  six  months,  getting  a  good  start;  but  that  was  long  before  the  gold  excite¬ 
ment  made  Alaska  the  mecca  for  thousands  of  prospectors  and  the  field  for 
an  attorney  was  limited,  so  Mr.  Dawson  returned  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  with 
his  father  and  took  up  the  practice  here,  having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
Nodaway  county  in  1887,  and  he  has  remained  here  up  to  the  present  time, 
holding  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  local  attorneys,  his  reputation  for  an 
able,  painstaking  and  conscientious  advocate  having  far  transcended  the  lim¬ 
its  of  his  native  county.  His  fitness  for  responsible  public  positions  and  his 
public  spirit,  which  has  always  been  manifest  in  the  affairs  of  Nodaway 
county,  attracted  the  attention  of  party  leaders  and  he  was  prevailed  upon  to 
make  the  race  for  prosecuting  attorney  on  the  Democratic  ticket  in  1896,  and 
was  triumphantly  elected,  and  so  faithfully  did  he  perform  his  duties  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  same  that  he  was  re-elected  to  this  important  trust  in  1900 
and  also  in  1906,  thus  serving  three  terms,  in  a  manner  that  reflected  credit 
upon  himself  and  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  constituents  in  tendering  the 
affairs  of  this  office  to  him.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Dawson's  domestic  life  began  on  July  26.  1897,  when  he  espoused 
Viola  Green,  a  lady  of  education  and  culture,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Nettie 
Green ;  she  had  been  reared  at  Maryville.  This  union  is  without  issue. 

Socially  Mr.  Dawson  is  a  pleasant  and  affable  gentleman,  with  a  warm 
and  cordial  grasp  of  the  hand,  of  pleasing  manner,  a  keen  observer,  generous 
and  jovial  in  nature,  and  possessing  the  genial  qualities  of  enjoyable  compan¬ 
ionship. 


JOHN  STEIGER. 

Among  the  best  known  and  most  enterprising  farmers  of  the  eastern 
part  of  Nodaway  county  is  John  Steiger,  of  Jackson  township,  who  was  born 
near  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  5,  1854.  He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Helena 
(Bollin)  Steiger.  His  father  was  born  in  Baden-Baden,  Germany,  about 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


951 


1824;  Helena  Bollin  was  also  born  in  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  when  young  and  married  here,  their  families  having  come  to  America 
in  an  early  day.  Joseph  Steiger  was  thirty  years  old  when  he  married;  the 
death  of  his  wife  occurred  on  July  17,  1884,  Mr.  Steiger  dying  on  August  20, 
1888.  They  located  in  Ohio,  and  in  1856  came  from  there  to  Hancock 
county,  Illinois,  where  they  remained  until  1870,  when  they  moved  to  Noda¬ 
way  county,  Missouri,  locating  two  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  Raven- 
wood,  Jackson  township,  on  forty  acres,  which  was  added  to  until  Mr.  Steiger 
had  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  he  devoted  his  life  to  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising  and  became  well  established  here.  Eight  children  con¬ 
stituted  his  family,  namely:  John;  Rosa  married  Eugene  Eid,  of  Hancock 
county,  Illinois;  Katie  died  when  nineteen  years  of  age;  Joseph  L.  died  in  St. 
Joseph;  he  owned  the  old  home  place,  which  his  widow  still  owns;  Mary  died 
at  the  old  home  in  young  womanhood;  Lizzie  also  died  there  just  one  year 
to  a  day  after  Mary's  death;  William  died  April  16,  1898;  Thersa  died  in 
young  womanhood. 

John  Steiger  was  fifteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county. 
Not  long  afterwards  he  began  working  out  by  the  month  at  farm  work, 
working  two  years  for  Adelma  Stingley,  father  of  his  wife,  he  having  mar¬ 
ried  Melvina  Stingley  on  February  24,  1881.  She  was  born  May  15,  1861, 
on  the  spot  where  she  now  lives.  For  fourteen  years  after  their  marriage 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steiger  lived  in  the  north  part  of  the  township,  he  having 
already  bought  land  near  Gaynor  City  before  his  marriage.  Selling  out,  he 
bought  a  place  near  Harmony  church,  which  he  added  to  until  he  became  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  He  finally  exchanged  this  with  his  wife's  father,  and  in 
1897  came  back  to  the  old  Stingley  homestead,  also  a  two-hundred-and- 
forty-acre  farm,  near  Harmony  church.  He  is  a  general  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  handling  large  numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs,  devoting  much  of  his  at¬ 
tention  to  stock  raising,  renting  part  of  his  land.  He  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful  in  his  operations  and  has  a  very  comfortable  home. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steiger:  Stella 
M.  married  Martin  L.  Bentley,  a  hardware  dealer  at  Blockton.  Iowa;  Clarence 
C.  lives  on  a  claim  he  secured  in  Wyoming,  having  proven  it  up;  Ola  E.  is  at 
home ;  Eldon  E.  is  also  at  home. 

Politically  John  Steiger  is  a  Republican,  a  member  and  a  trustee  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  is  a  Mason  and  active  in  the  affairs  of  this 
worthy  fraternity,  being  senior  warden  of  the  local  lodge. 
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ADELMA  STINGLEY. 

Of  the  influential  and  highly  honored  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  of  a 
past  generation  who  are  eminently  deserving  of  a  conspicuous  place  in  the 
historical  annals  of  the  same,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  one  worthier  than 
Adelma  Stingley,  who,  after  performing  well  his  work  on  earth,  winning  the 
admiration  and  the  esteem  alike  of  his  fellow-men,  passed  on  to  his  reward 
in  the  silent  land.  Ele  was  born  in  Ohio,  April  29,  1823,  the  son  of  Leonard 
and  Molly  Stingley.  They  came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  in  an  early 
day,  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives  here,  dying  in  Andrew  county.  Their  son, 
Adelma,  came  to  Nodaway  county  about  1855,  and  on  June  2,  1847,  married 
his  cousin,  Nancy  Stingley,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Jane  Stingley,  then  living 
on  the  farm  near  Ravenwood,  where  E.  W.  Bishop  now  lives.  Her  mother 
died  in  Andrew  county,  Nancy  being  her  only  daughter.  She  came  to  Noda¬ 
way  county  with  her  father  when  she  was  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age, 
and  she  continued  as  his  housekeeper  until  her  father  married  again,  his  second 
wife  being  Eliza  Moon.  Nancy’s  father.  Moses  Stingley,  was  a  celebrated 
fiddler  and  well  known  throughout  his  section  of  the  county.  He  died  in  Ore¬ 
gon  about  1884.  George  Stingley,  brother  to  Nancy,  also  came  to  this  county 
in  an  early  day.  Nancy  Stingley  was  born  December  12.  1830,  in  Indiana, 
where  she  lived  until  twelve  years  of  age.  Accompanying  her  parents  to 
Andrew  county,  she  remained  there  one  year,  then  came  to  Nodaway  county 
in  1844.  TTere  her  parents  settled,  lived  and  died. 

Adelma  Stingley  and  his  wife  began  farming  in  this  part  of  the  county: 
they  built  the  home  now  standing  about  1872.  He  was  a  good  farmer  and 
added  land  to  his  original  farm  until  he  owned  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
acres,  his  farm  being  the  second  bottom  land  of  the  Platte.  He  made  a  suc¬ 
cess  at  general  farming,  stock  raising  and  feeding,  devoting  his  life  to  the 
farm  exclusively.  However,  for  years  he  was  widely  known  as  an  auctioneer. 
He  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  was  known  as  a 
scrupulously  honest  and  upright  man.  His  death  occurred  here  on  June  9, 
1898,  having  survived  his  wife  ten  years,  she  dying  on  March  21,  1888.  He 
managed  all  his  affairs  himself  until  the  last  year  of  his  life,  when  his  daugh¬ 
ter  was  with  him. 

Mr.  Stingley’s  family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of  whom  four  reached 
maturity,  namely:  Letha  married  Samuel  Yarnall,  both  being  now  deceased: 
Henrietta  married  Fred  A.  Orr,  and  she  lives  on  a  farm  near  Ravenwood,  he 
being  deceased;  Hiram  F.,  who  died  on  October  9,  1899,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
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one  years,  had  lived  on  part  of  the  old  home  place;  Melvina  is  the  wife  of 
John  Steiger,  living  on  the  old  homestead.  A  full  sketch  of  Mr.  Steiger  ap¬ 
pears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 


JAMES  LEWIS. 

One  of  the  representative  farmers  of  Nodaway  county  is  he  whose  name 
initiates  this  sketch,  being  one  of  the  men  of  industry  who  have  contributed 
to  the  general  welfare  of  this  community,  while  he  is  accorded  the  fullest 
measure  of  respect  throughout  the  county  where  he  long  resided. 

James  Lewis  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  on  December  27, 
1854,  and  in  young  babyhood  he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Iowa,  and  in 
1857  t0  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  where  they  settled  on  a  farm  nine  miles 
northwest  of  Albany.  There  the  father,  John  Lewis,  died  in  February,  1876, 
and  his  widow  still  resides  in  that  county.  James  Lewis  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  attended  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  His  first 
active  labor  was  devoted  to  the  arduous  toil  of  the  pioneer  farm,  contributing 
himself  largely  to  its  development  and  improvement.  He  remained  at  home 
until  twenty-six  years  old,  and  then,  in  the  spring  of  1881,  came  to  the  splen¬ 
did  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Nodaway  county,  on  which  he  now  resides. 
It  was  wild  land  and  he  had  purchased  it  in  the  prior  August,  at  a  price  of 
ten  dollars  per  acre.  He  afterwards  purchased  eighty  acres  at  twenty-two  and 
a  half  dollars  an  acre,  and  has  also  added  other  land  at  thirty-five  and  forty 
dollars,  his  present  landed  holdings  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  forty  acres. 
On  coming  here  he  was  able  to  pay  down  but  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per 
acre,  but  he  at  once  entered  vigorously  on  its  improvement  and  cultivation  and 
from  that  time  on  he  has  prospered  in  his  business  affairs  and  in  a  few  years 
he  had  his  land  all  paid  for  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  successful  and  rep¬ 
resentative  farmers  of  this  section  of  the  county.  In  the  fall  of  1901  Mr.  Lewis 
built  his  present  comfortable  residence  and  other  necessary  farm  buildings, 
the  whole  place  presenting  a  pleasing  and  attractive  appearance.  He  carries 
on  mixed  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  he  has  also  met  with  gratifying  success  in  the  raising  of  livestock,  which 
has  proved  a  source  of  considerable  income.  Mr.  Lewis  has  consistently  de¬ 
voted  himself  to  his  farm  and  because  of  his  steady  application  and  good 
management  he  has  been  enabled  to  achieve  a  definite  success. 
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In  1875  Mr.  Lewis  married  Ella  Blackwell,  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Priest)  Blackwell,  who  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  but  who  was  reared  in 
Gentry  county,  Missouri.  To  this  union  have  been  born  ten  children,  namely: 
Jennie,  the  wife  of  M.  A.  Brown,  of  Polk  township;  John  L.,  of  Jackson 
township;  Alta  C.,  the  wife  of  Emmett  Edwards,  of  Jackson  township;  Nina 
Ethel,  at  home,  as  are  Harry  C.,  Ralph  E.,  Pearl,  James  Emmett,  Marie  and 
George. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lewis  has  ever  rendered  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  party  and  he  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though 
not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  after  office.  Religiously,  Air.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  to  the  support  of  which  they 
contribute  liberally  of  their  means  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work.  In 
every  relation  of  life  Air.  Lewis  has  acquitted  himself  with  credit  to  himself 
and  the  general  welfare  of  the  community  has  been  enhanced  by  the  support 
he  has  given  to  all  worthy  movements.  Because  of  his  upright  life  and 
genuine  worth,  he  has  won  and  retains  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him. 


HON.  WILLIAM  T.  JACKSON. 

Among  the  representative  citizens  of  Nodaway  county,  who  have  forged 
their  way  to  the  front  by  sheer  force  of  will  and  individual  merit  rather  than 
by  the  influence  and  material  assistance  of  others,  no  better  or  worthier 
example  than  Hon.  William  T.  Jackson,  president  of  the  bank  at  Ravenwood 
and  long  one  of  the  prominent  agriculturists  of  Jackson  township,  could  be 
found.  He  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  judgment,  which 
accounts  for  his  uniform  success,  possessing  clear  ideas  in  all  business  matters. 
Being  careful  in  his  calculations,  resourceful  in  his  dealing  and  eminently 
honorable  in  his  relations  with  others,  people  have  always  reposed  confidence 
in  his  word  and  his  integrity  has  ever  been  above  criticism. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  in  Grant  township,  this  county,  January  30,  i860, 
the  son  of  George  W.  and  Polly  Ann  (  Roberts)  Jackson,  both  born  in  Indiana, 
coming  to  Missouri  when  children  with  their  parents,  and  they  grew  to 
maturity  in  Andrew  county,  near  Rosendale,  having  located  there  in  the 
early  forties ;  there  the  parents  of  the  latter,  Joseph  and  Margaret  Roberts, 
both  died.  The  parents  of  William  T.  Jackson  married  in  Andrew  county, 
coming  to  Nodaway  county  soon  afterward,  about  1853  or  1854,  settling  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county  on  the  line  between  this  and  Andrew  county 
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on  a  farm,  and  there  Mrs.  Jackson  died,  in  1868,  when  her  son,  William  T., 
was  eight  years  old.  George  W.  Jackson  then  married  Susan  Roberts,  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  and  they  lived  at  the  old  farm  until  about  1894,  when  they 
moved  to  Bolckow  and  there  Mr.  Jackson  died  on  May  28,  1897,  his  second 
wife  having  died  on  the  old  farm.  His  third  wife  was  Amanda  Blakely,  who 
survives.  Two  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to  his  second  union  :  Samuel, 
who  lives  in  Kansas;  Charles  lives  in  Jackson  township,  this  county;  Margaret 
Ora  married  John  Blakely,  a  son  of  the  Mrs.  Blakely  whom  George  W.  Jack- 
son  had  married,  and  they  live  at  St.  Joseph.  Besides  William  T.  of  this 
review,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  of  his  first  marriage:  Joseph 
R.  lives  in  Kansas;  George  W.  lives  in  Reno,  Nevada;  Nancy  married  C.  F. 
Stonehocker,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  LTah. 

George  W.  Jackson,  Sr.,  was  a  good  farmer  and  business  man  and  at  his 
death  he  left  nearly  four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  on  which  he  carried 
on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  extensively.  He  was  a  Democrat,  but 
did  not  care  for  public  life,  preferring  to  devote  himself  to  his  business  affairs. 
He  deserved  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  what  he  accomplished,  having  had  noth¬ 
ing  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county. 

William  T.  Jackson  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  and  assisted 
with  the  general  work  on  the  same,  attending  the  local  schools  in  the  mean¬ 
time.  He  remained  under  the  parental  rooftree  until  he  was  twenty-seven 
years  old,  or  until  he  married,  which  event  took  place  on  March  30,  1887, 
when  he  espoused  Addie  Belle  Breit,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Deliah  Breit,  both 
natives  of  Andrew  county,  having  come  to  Nodaway  county  when  children 
and  were  neighbors  in  Grant  township.  Mr.  Breit  is  still  living  on  his  old 
farm,  his  wife  having  died  about  ten  years  ago,  on  February  7,  1900,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-five  years.  Mr.  Breit  is  now  sixty-six  years  old. 

When  Mr.  Jackson  married  he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  on  April  4, 
1887,  renting  the  same  of  Mike  Hilgart,  who  entered  it  from  the  government. 
It  contained  five  hundred  and  three  acres.  After  renting  the  place  two  years, 
it  was  sold  to  H.  R.  W.  Hartwig,  of  whom  Mr.  Jackson  leased  the  place  for 
eleven  years,  but  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  in  1899.  he  purchased  it,  paying 
thirty  dollars  per  acre,  he  having  paid  cash  rent  all  these  years.  He  has  since 
added  to  this  place  until  he  now  has  five  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  in  a 
body,  constituting  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He  has  in 
this  vicinity  one  thousand  and  seventy-nine  acres.  He  owns  the  old  home¬ 
stead  in  Grant  township,  a  part  of  which  lies  in  Washington  township,  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  bought  soon  after  his  father’s  death  for 
ten  thousand  dollars.  He  has  bought  and  sold  until  he  owns  in  that  place 
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six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  This  he  rents,  operating  all  his  home  place, 
which  is  on  the  divide  between  the  Platte  river  and  Honey  creek,  four  and 
one-half  miles  north  of  Ravenwood  and  fifteen  miles  northeast  of  Maryville. 
He  has  erected  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  substantial  homes  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  He  has  always  interested  himself  extensively  in  stock  raising 
and  feeding,  especially  hogs  and  cattle,  usually  having  from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  cattle  of  his  own  raising.  He  has  been  very  successful 
in  all  his  operations,  having  started  out  in  life  with  practically  nothing.  On 
coming  to  this  farm  he  had  only  two  teams  and  forty  head  of  cattle,  but  he 
is  a  most  indefatigable  worker  and  a  good  manager. 

Mr.  Jackson  is  president  of  the  Platte  Valley  Bank  at  Ravenwood,  hav¬ 
ing  held  this  position  since  it  was  organized,  and  he  has  been  a  heavy  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  same  from  the  first,  and  much  of  its  prestige  as  a  sound  and 
conservative  institution  is  due  to  his  judicious  management. 

Mr.  Jackson  has  long  taken  an  abiding  interest  in  public  affairs  and, 
recognizing  his  merit,  his  friends  elected  him  presiding  judge  of  the  county 
court  in  November,  1902,  and  he  served  one  term  with  C.  F.  Gray,  of  Inde¬ 
pendence  township.  Thomas  Whiteford,  of  Grant  township,  and  later  with 
Myron  W.  Staples,  of  Nodaway  township,  and  Thomas  Conlan,  of  Grant 
township.  He  made  a  very  creditable  record,  but  was  not  a  candidate  for  re- 
election,  much  to  the  regret  of  his  constituents.  He  is  a  faithful  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Lodge  No.  465,  at  Parnell  City,  the  chapter  and  the  commandery  at 
Maryville  and  the  temple  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  at  St.  Joseph. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  T.  Jackson  five  children  have  been  born, 
named  as  follows:  Mirtie  Ethel  married  E.  C.  Goodin,  who  lives  on  an  ad¬ 
joining  farm;  Roy  Ernest  is  a  student  in  the  Maryville  Business  College; 
Pearlie  Ann  is  also  a  student  in  that  institution ;  G.  Frederick  and  Raymond 
William. 

Personally,  Mr.  Jackson  is  a  very  pleasant  gentleman,  always  courteous, 
obliging  and  straightforward  in  his  business  transactions,  thus  meriting  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  know  him. 


FRANK  WIEDERHOLT. 

From  the  Badger  state  hails  Frank  Wiederholt,  one  of  Jefferson  town¬ 
ship's  best  known  farmers,  he  having  been  born  in  Grant  county,  Wisconsin, 
April  2,  1865,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna  Wiederholt.  The  mother  died 
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when  Frank  was  twelve  years  old,  then  the  father  settled  in  Illinois.  On 
April  15,  1887,  Frank  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  his  brother, 
George,  having  preceded  him  here  by  two  years,  and  he  is  still  living  in  Jeffer¬ 
son  township.  Frank  went  to  work  cutting  wood  at  seventy -five  cents  per 
day  and  worked  out  by  the  month  for  God  fried  King  at  eighteen  dollars  per 
month  on  the  farm,  receiving  twenty-one  dollars  per  month  the  second  year. 
The  third  year  he  was  here  he  rented  land,  paying  one-third  the  crop  and  in 
the  fall  ran  a  threshing  machine  in  company  with  his  brother  and  one  of  the 
King  boys.  Fie  continued  to  rent  land  and  followed  threshing  for  three  years, 
then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Washington  township  at  twenty  dollars  per  acre, 
which  had  on  it  a  small  house  and  a  straw-roof  stable,  having  traded  for  one- 
half  of  the  place,  going  in  debt  for  the  balance.  Fte  operated  a  threshing- 
machine  for  thirteen  seasons,  in  partnership  with  others.  After  occupying  his 
farm  for  five  years,  he  sold  out  for  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  and 
m  the  meantime  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Godfried  King,  pay¬ 
ing  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  this  being  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
rebuilt  the  house  and  added  additional  buildings,  and  paid  out  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  improvements.  He  has  since  added  eighty  acres  at  forty  dollars  per 
acre,  his  place  now  being  worth  about  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  fed  cattle  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  raised  an  excel¬ 
lent  grade  of  Poland-China  hogs  for  his  own  use.  He  keeps  an  imported 
Tennessee  Mammoth  jack,  costing  one  thousand  dollars,  also  paid  the  same 
price  for  an  imported  Percheron  horse,  which  was  imported  by  Frank  S. 
Stream,  of  Custer,  Iowa.  Mr.  Wiederholt  has  bred  draft  horses  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  and  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Wiederholt  was  married  on  June  4,  1890,  to  Elizabeth  Walter, 
daughter  of  George  and  Theresa  (Boner)  Walter,  late  of  Jefferson  township, 
this  county,  her  father  being  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Wiederholt  was  born 
in  Nebraska,  but  grew  to  maturity  in  Jefferson  township,  this  county.  The 
following  children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Mrs.  Wiederholt.  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  all  living  at  home :  George,  Charley,  Theresa,  Mary,  Edward, 
Leo  and  Lawrence.  They  are  all  receiving  good  educations.  This  family 
was  reared  in  the  Catholic  faith  and  they  hold  membership  at  the  Monastery 
here. 


EDWARD  T.  CLARK. 

The  present  solid  prosperity  enjoyed  in  Nodaway  county  may  be  attrib¬ 
uted  largelv  to  her  pioneers  and  early  settlers.  In  the  days  of  her  settlement, 
when  a  wilderness  was  the  only  welcome  tendered  a  stranger  who  settled  here. 
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little  to  encourage  and  much  to  discourage  came  to  his  lot.  But  these  sturdy 
men  who  came  to  their  new  home  with  a  determination  to  succeed,  and  worked 
persistently  and  honestly,  became  later  the  prosperous  and  honored  citizens 
of  this  locality.  Of  this  class  of  people  were  the  parents  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  in  his  own  life  he  has  exemplified  those  characteristics  which 
have  contributed  so  largely  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 

Edward  T.  Clark  was  born  in  1857  about  ten  miles  west  of  Maryville, 
Nodaway  county,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  (Noffsinger)  Clark, 
both  of -whom  came  from  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  in  1845,  anc^  located  about 
a  mile  east  of  Skidmore,  with  the  latter's  father,  Peter  Noffsinger,  who  had 
located  here  the  year  before.  Later  they  secured  government  land  near  Mineral 
Springs,  Nodaway  township,  which  they  afterwards  traded  for  another  tract 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Other  trades  were  made  and  eventually 
they  located  southwest  of  Maryville,  where  the  family  home  was  established 
when  the  subject  was  born.  John  Clark  was  a  successful  farmer  and  also  a 
good  sawyer,  running  a  saw-mill  at  various  points  along  the  Nodaway  river. 
His  wife  was  an  invalid,  in  consequence  of  which  he  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  at  home.  In  1866  the  family  located  at  the  southeast  edge  of  Skid¬ 
more,  where  the  subject  now  resides,  and  here  the  parents  spent  their  remain¬ 
ing  days,  the  father  dying  November  10,  1876,  and  the  mother  on  February 
2,  1900.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  Wesley,  Thomas  and  Edward. 
Wesley  lives  at  Loveland,  Colorado,  where  he  is  superintendent  of  a  plant 
which  converts  gypsum  into  plaster.  He  is  married  and  the  father  of  two 
children,  Mrs.  Ed  Bender,  of  Sligo,  Colorado,  and  Mrs.  Walter  Strickler,  of 
Skidmore,  this  county.  Wesley  formerly  worked  at  the  blacksmith  trade, 
first  at  Maryville,  later  at  Skidmore,  and  subsequently  ran  a  grist  mill  at  the 
latter  place.  He  moved  to  Colorado  in  1907.  Thomas,  who  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm,  married  and  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  of  which 
number  four  are  living.  In  December,  1885,  he  moved  to  Monta  Vista,  Col¬ 
orado,  having  taken  up  government  land  in  the  San  Luis  valley. 

The  subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  Peter  and  Frances  Noffsinger. 
who  also  came  to  Missouri  from  Ohio.  They  became  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children,  of  which  number  twelve  grew  to  maturity.  All  lived  to  old  a°:e. 
married  and  reared  families. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  se¬ 
cured  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools,  though  much  of  his  time  was 
spent  in  helping  his  father  in  the  saw-mill.  Beginning  with  1879  he  spent 
ten  years  as  assistant  to  his  brother  Wesley,  who  operated  one  of  the  first 
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steam  threshing  outfits  in  Nodaway  comity.  Mr.  Clark  has  for  a  number  of 
years  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  has  met  with 
a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  well  improved  land,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  his  boundary  line 
joining  Skidmore,  and  he  also  owns  twenty  acres  of  land  farther  south.  He 
is  a  practical  farmer  and  gives  his  personal  attention  to  every  detail  of  his 
work.  The  place  is  well  improved  and  its  general  appearance  indicates  the 
owner  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  taste  and  sound  judgment. 

In  1880  Mr.  Clark  married  Cedona  Tracy,  daughter  of  W.  W.  and 
Susan  (Moody)  Tracy,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely :  One  that  died  in 
infancy;  Leslie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years  and  eight  months;  Eri 
died  at  the  age  of  four  months;  Norah  is  the  wife  of  William  Archibald  Mast, 
son  of  W.  G.  Mast,  and  they  live  on  the  farm  with  her  father.  They  have 
one  son,  Douglas  Clark  Mast.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  and  their  daughter,  Mrs. 
Mast,  are  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  are  numbered 
among  the  best  people  of  the  community.  Mr.  Clark  is  a  man  of  sterling  qual 
ities  and  his  relations  with  those  about  him  have  been  such  as  to  win  for  him 
the  sincere  good  will  of  all  who  know  him. 


JAMES  L.  HEPBURN. 

From  the  far-away  land  of  heath  and  heather,  the  thistle  and  the  blue¬ 
bell,  the  land  of  Bruce  and  Burns,  comes  James  L.  Hepburn,  who  has  profited 
alike  himself  and  his  neighbors  since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Nodaway 
county,  where  he  has  a  valuable  and  well-tilled  landed  estate.  His  birth  oc¬ 
curred  in  Scotland  on  September  12,  1841,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Jeneth  (Lawton)  Hepburn,  both  natives  of  Scotland.  In  the  year  1869  they 
came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  settled  where  their  son,  James  L.. 
now  lives,  and  here  the  father  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years; 
his  widow  survived  him  sixteen  years,  dying  in  1898.  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
eight  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 
The  parents  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  he  being  an  elder  in 
the  same  and  she  identified  with  this  denomination  for  more  than  seventy-five 
years. 

James  L.  Hepburn,  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  soon 
became  acquainted  with  hard  work,  and  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  LaChute  Academy  at  Quebec,  Canada.  He  also  attended  gram- 
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mar  school  at  Van  Creek's  Hill,  province  of  Ontario,  Canada.  He  began 
life  as  a  farmer  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  government  in  the  postoffice 
department  in  Canada  for  five  years,  first  as  a  carrier  of  mail,  then  as  assist¬ 
ant  inspector.  After  coming  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  he  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade  for  seven  years,  and  for  over  thirty  years  he  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  being  known  as  a  breeder  of  fine  Here¬ 
ford  cattle,  which  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  for  many  years.  He  success¬ 
fully  operates  one  of  the  best  improved  and  most  desirable  farms  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  managed  under  the  firm  name 
of  Hepburn  Brothers.  He  has  an  attractive  and  substantial  residence  and  such 
outbuildings  as  his  needs  require.  General  farming  is  carried  on  in  a  manner 
that  stamps  Mr.  Hepburn  as  a  twentieth-century  agriculturist. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Hepburn  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  been  assessor  of  his 
township  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-six  years.  He  has  also  been  school 
director  for  many  years.  He  has  been  a  Mason  all  his  mature  years  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  has  been  president 
of  the  Nodaway  County  Mutual  Fire  and  Lightning  Insurance  Company, 
which  has  a  large  local  business,  and  he  has  been  adjustor  in  this  county  for 
the  State  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Cameron,  Missouri.  Mr. 
Hepburn  and  family  are  Presbyterians  and  he  is  an  elder  in  the  local  congre¬ 
gation  at  Hopkins. 

In  February,  1872,  at  Jessup,  Iowa.  Mr.  Hepburn  married  Maria  J.  Rob¬ 
inson,  a  native  of  Quebec,  Canada,  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage.  This  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  named  as  follows :  Thomas  Henry 
is  pastor  of  the  Buena  Memorial  church  in  Chicago;  Jessie  is  the  wife  of  W. 
H.  Ghormley,  of  Greenwood,  near  Kansas  City,  Missouri ;  Esther  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  Davis,  of  Hopkins,  Missouri;  John  George  is  a  farmer  and  is  living 
at  home;  Charlotte  is  the  wife  of  D.  E.  Hotchkin,  of  Maryville;  two  daugh¬ 
ters  are  deceased. 


WILLIAM  W.  TRACY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  rightly  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  this 
section  of  Missouri,  having  come  here  in  the  early  stage  of  its  development. 
Today  there  are  but  two  or  three  living  who  were  here  when  he  came  and  his 
reminiscences  of  those  early  days  are  interesting  and  valuable.  Indians  were 
then  numerous  and  but  little  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  permanent  im¬ 
provement,  not  a  railroad  having  at  that  time  been  built  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river. 
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Mr.  Tracy  was  born  in  Johnson  county,  Indiana,  on  August  13,  1826, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Catharine  (Gilbreth)  Tracy.  William  Tracy 
was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  having  fought 
under  General  Jackson  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  He  moved  to  Indiana 
probably  about  1822  and  entered  government  land  in  Johnson  county.  About 
1842  he  moved  to  near  Vandalia,  Illinois.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  primitive  schools  of 
those  early  days.  He  relates  that  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  attempted  to 
cast  a  vote  for  Henry  Clay  for  President,  but  was  told  to  go  home  and  raise 
whiskers  first.  On  October  2,  1853,  he  married  Susan  Moody,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  born  May  2,  1835,  and  a  daughter  of  Edmund  and  Sarah  (Hamilton) 
Moody,  natives  of  Kentucky  who  had  located  in  Illinois.  In  1854  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Tracy  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  traveling  by  rail  to  Alton, 
Illinois,  thence  by  steamer  to  St.  Louis,  where  they  took  a  river  boat  and  were 
five  days  and  nights  reaching  St.  Joseph,  from  which  point  they  traveled  by 
team  to  Nodaway  county,  their  destination.  They  bought  a  farm  one  and  a 
half  miles  north  of  where  Burlington  Junction  now  stands,  and  this  was  their 
home  until  1875,  when  they  went  to  Kansas.  This  move  was,  however,  made 
at  an  inopportune  time,  as  that  was  the  year  of  the  great  grasshopper  plague. 
That  experience  was  enough  for  them  and  they  moved  back  to  Nodaway 
county,  buying  a  farm  on  the  Elk  Horn,  about  five  miles  southeast  of  Skid¬ 
more.  They  lived  on  this  farm  until  the  fall  of  1905,  when  they  moved  into 
a  nice  residence  which  they  had  purchased  in  Skidmore,  where  they  still 
reside.  The  farm  has  been  sold.  Mr.  Tracy  was  during  his  active  years  a 
hard  working  man  and  his  efforts  were  rewarded  with  gratifying  success,  so 
that  now,  in  the  golden  sunset  of  his  life,  he  is  able  to  enjoy  that  rest  which 
he  has  so  richly  earned.  He  and  his  wife  have  enjoyed  a  mutually  happy  com¬ 
panionship  of  fifty-seven  years  and  now,  contented  in  their  home  life,  they 
are  enjoying  the  associations  of  many  warm  and  loyal  friends,  who  esteem 
them  highly  because  of  their  genuine  worth.  They  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Baptist  church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tracy  have  been  born  eleven  children,  namely:  Lily, 
born  May  14.  1866,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Perry,  born  July 
2,  1864,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months;  Pearlie,  born  July  29,  1877, 
who  died  when  thirteen  months  old;  those  living  being  Mary  A.,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1854,  who  married  Mr.  Laduke  and  lives  at  Broken  Bow,  Nebraska; 
Sarah  E.,  born  September  24,  1856,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  Francis 
Gray,  living  five  miles  north  of  Maryville;  Alonzo,  born  February  1,  1859, 
lives  in  Custer  countv,  Nebraska;  Cinderillia,  born  Mav  2^.  1861,  lives  near 
(61) 
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Elk  Horn  creek  in  the  southern  part  of  Monroe  township;  her  twin  sister, 
Cedona,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  T.  Clark,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  Elzadia,  born  October  9,  1869,  married  John  Welty  and  lives  in 
the  San  Luis  valley,  Colorado;  Ulysses,  born  May  15,  1871,  also  lives  in  the 
San  Luis  valley;  Llewallyn,  born  November  19,  1873,  lives  in  Skidmore. 


,  SAMUEL  DICK  SEE,  D.  O. 

The  science  of  osteopathy  has  of  recent  years  made  rapid  headway,  and 
the  practitioners  of  this  somewhat  exacting  profession  are  finding  themselves 
in  the  front  rank  of  men  of  science  and  the  learned  professions,  with  their 
popularity  and  patronage  .rapidly  growing.  The  name  that  heads  this  bio¬ 
graphical  review  is  a  well-known  one  in  this  class  and  also  one  that  stands 
for  progress  in  all  lines  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  community  where  he  lives. 
Though  not  old  in  point  of  years.  Doctor  See  has  had  considerable  practical 
experience  and  in  his  professional  work  he  has  had  remarkable  success,  hav¬ 
ing  treated  successfully  a  number  of  extremely  difficult  cases  which  had  re¬ 
fused  to  yield  to  the  treatment  of  drugs  and  tinctures.  A  man  of  pleasing 
personality,  he  has  readily  made  friends  and  is  deservedly  popular  among  his 
acquaintances. 

Samuel  Dick  See  is  a  native  son  of  the  great  state  of  Missouri,  having 
first  seen  the  light  of  day  at  Paris,  Monroe  county,  on  November  20,  1878.  He 
is  the  only  son  of  Samuel  R.  and  Mary  (Heathman)  See,  who  are  still  living 
at  the  old  home,  where  the  father  is  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Samuel  D.  See  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and  secured 
his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  at  Paris,  supplementing  this  by 
two  and  a  half  years'  attendance  at  the  Normal  School  at  Kirksville,  Missouri. 
He  had  for  some  time  considered  with  much  favor  the  system  of  physical 
treatment  known  as  osteopathy  and  by  the  time  he  had  completed  his  normal 
work  he  had  definitely  decided  to  make  the  practice  of  osteopathy  his  life 
work;  with  this  end  in  view,  he  matriculated  in  the  American  School  of  Os¬ 
teopathy  at  Kirksville,  the  pioneer  school  of  this  practice,  and  was  graduated 
there  in  June,  1900.  During  the  following  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  in  Mississippi,  was  then  three  years  in 
Kansas,  since  which  time  he  has  been  located  at  Hopkins,  where  he  has  built 
up  a  large  and  lucrative  business.  An  intimate  and  accurate  knowledge  of 
human  anatomy,  especially  that  feature  relating  to  the  bones  and  their  at- 
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tached  nerve  systems,  and  their  relations  to  the  various  organs  of  the  body  has 
given  the  practitioners  of  osteopathy  a  key  to  the  cure  or  alleviation  of  physi¬ 
cal  disorders  which  the  practitioners  of  other  systems  disregard,  and,  though 
the  system  of  practice  is  of  comparatively  recent  origin,  it  has  rapidly  gained 
a  foothold  and  is  today  held  in  high  repute  among  the  most  intelligent  people 
of  the  country. 

Politically,  Doctor  See  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  while  fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  502,  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  both  at  McPherson,  Kansas. 
His  religious  creed  is  that  of  the  Campbellite  or  Christian  church,  of  which  he 
is  an  earnest  and  liberal  supporter.  In  every  relation  of  life's  activities  in 
which  he  has  engaged,  Doctor  See  has  been  faithful  to  his  duty  and  because 
of  his  upright  life,  his  genuine  worth  and  ability  and  his  genial  disposition,  he 
has  gained  a  large  circle  o*f  acquaintances,  among  whom  are  many  warm 
personal  friends. 


EDWARD  FORSYTH. 

It  is  indeed  gratifying  to  note  that  the  sentiment  of  respect  for  the  old 
soldier  who  fought  for  the  National  Union  during  the  days  of  her  peril  is 
growing  among  the  younger  generation,  for  it  should  be  so.  Even  in 
this  day  when  there  are  many  of  the  veterans  still  living,  no  one  can  see 
one  of  them  dressed  in  his  honorable  uniform  of  blue  without  feeling  a  glow 
of  pride  and  without  showing  him  studied  deference.  But  the  ranks  of 
the  old  phalanx  are  fast  going  down  before  the  only  foe  they  could  not 
combat,  and  ere  long  none  will  be  left  to  recount  the  actual  experiences  of 
that  bloody  time.  In  the  meantime,  while  they  are  still  with  us.  let  us  pay 
suitable  honor  to  their  sacrifices,  patriotism  and  sufferings.  Edward  For¬ 
syth,  a  retired  business  man  of  Maryville,  one  of  Nodaway  county’s  sub¬ 
stantial  and  highly-honored  citizens,  is  one  of  these  old  soldiers  of  whom 
it  is  a  pleasure  to  write. 

Mr.  Forsyth  was  born  in  Green  Lake  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1846,  and 
there  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  received  his  primary  schooling.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen,  in  1863,  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Wis¬ 
consin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  with  credit  in  the  Ninth  Corps  of  the 
famous  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  in  the 
thickest  of  the  fight  at  Cold  Harbor  where  the  above-mentioned  regiment 
fought  its  first  battle  and  where  it  was  nearly  annihilated,  coming  out  of 
the  fight  with  only  seventy-five  or  eighty  men.  The  regiment  was  also  in 
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all  the  hardest  of  the  Wilderness  fighting  and,  in  fact,  saw  hard  service  on 
to  Appomattox,  and  in  all  its  vicissitudes  Mr.  Forsyth  comported  himself  as 
a  true  American  soldier,  never  shrinking  from  duty,  however  hazardous. 
In  1861  he  was  out  a  few  months  with  the  First  Wisconsin  Regiment  of 
Cavalry,  which  he  accompanied  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  but  more  as  an  as¬ 
sistant  to  the  captain  than  as  a  soldier.  Fie  was  in  the  Grand  Review  in 
Washington  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in  Au¬ 
gust,  1865,  having  been  kept  on  garrison  duty  in  Washington  City  after 
the  close  of  actual  hostilities. 

In  1867  Mr.  Forsyth  located  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  and  engaged  in 
the  meat  business.  He  maintained  a  very  successful  trade  until  1881,  when 
he  moved  to  Maryville,  where  he  conducted  an  extensive  provision  business 
for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  building  up  a  very  lucrative  and  satisfactory 
patronage.  About  five  years  ago  he  turned  the  same  over  to  his  son,  L.  E. 
Forsyth.  He  once  started  a  packing  company,  believing  that  it  would  be  a 
benefit  to  the  town,  but  after  two  years  of  varied  experiences  it  was  closed 
as  a  result  of  lack  of  proper  local  support,  and  after  that  he  killed  only  for 
his  own  trade. 

In  1905  Mr.  Forsyth  became  interested  in  the  use  of  cement  in  build¬ 
ing,  becoming  an  extensive  contractor  in  the  same,  and  established  a  plant 
for  the  manufacture  of  cement  blocks.  He  built  the  Everhart  ice  and  cold 
storage  plant,  the  shirt  factory  building  and  about  twenty  dwellings,  be¬ 
sides  many  foundations,  basements,  sidewalks,  etc.,  and  he  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  this  line  of  endeavor.  He  is  an  enthusiast  in  the  future  use  of 
cement  in  building. 

Edward  Forsyth  was  married  while  living  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  to 
Sarah  E.  Draper,  a  woman  of  education  and  refinement,  the  daughter  of  an 
excellent  and  well-established  family  of  that  city.  This  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  one  child,  L.  E.,  proprietor  of  the  local  Forsyth  meat  market 
and  a  meat  packer,  a  young  man  of  excellent  business  attainments,  who  was 
for  a  period  of  ten  years  an  employe  of  the  First  National  and  the  Nodaway 
Valley  Banks,  until  succeeding  his  father  in  the  meat  business,  which  he  is 
carrying  forward  with  gratifying  results  and  rapidly  adding  to  his  customers. 
He  married  Besse  Michau,  a  favorite  in  the  younger  social  circles  of  the 
city.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Lavencour  Michau,  deceased,  formerly  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  this  city.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  the  birth  of 
one  child,  Edwina. 

Mr.  Forsyth  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  the  Knights  Templar  and  the  Benevo¬ 
lent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 
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JOHN  WIRTH. 

(By  Father  Placid.) 

A  man  who  bore  well  the  part  assigned  him  in  the  upbuilding  of  Nod¬ 
away  county  and  who,  when  his  work  was  finished,  left  behind  him  a  com¬ 
fortable  competence  for  his  family  and  the  record  of  a  well-spent  life,  was 
the  late  John  Wirth.  He  was  a  native  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  born  December 
1,  1832.  Leaving  the  Fatherland  in  1848,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  He  remained  a  few  years  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  learned 
the  English  language  and  worked  for  his  livelihood  in  a  flouring  mill.  Later 
on  he  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  there  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Mary  Brand,  on  October  15,  1865.  Of  this  happy  union  eight  children  were 
born,  viz. :  Two  boys,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  and  six  girls.  Of  the 
latter,  the  oldest  one,  Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Winter,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1897;  the  next  oldest,  Rosalie,  is  married  to  Andrew  Bliley; 
the  third,  Julia,  married  W.  G.  Hobbs;  the  fourth,  Lucy,  married  F.  Joseph 
Ruggle ;  the  son,  Joseph,  married  Lucy  Schrader,  of  -Maryville,  Missouri. 
The  two  youngest  daughters,  Anna  and  Caroline,  remained  single.  The 
former  is  holding  the  position  of  cashier  of  the  Clyde  Bank,  and  was  until 
1909  its  president.  All  the  surviving  children  live  near  Conception,  Nodaway 
county.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  rest  on  March  26, 
1879.  Mr.  Wirth  then  married,  on  January  15,  1883,  Mrs.  Catharine  Fresh, 
nee  Meyer,  who  survives  him,  living  near  Conception  on  a  farm.  No  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  of  this  second  marriage. 

After  his  marriage  in  St.  Joseph,  Mr.  Wirth  moved  to  Atchison  county, 
Missouri,  from  which  place  he  came,  in  September.  1871,  to  Conception. 
Nodaway  county,  where  he  bought  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  excellent 
in  quality,  about  a  mile  from  the  noted  Conception  Abbey.  Here  he  also  en¬ 
gaged  in  buying,  selling  and  shipping  cattle,  hogs  and  grain,  in  which 
business  he  had  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  dealt. 

No  person  ever  came  nearer  the  standard  of  honesty  and  uprightness 
than  “Uncle  John”  Wirth  (as  he  was  familiarly  known),  and  he  was  re¬ 
spected  all  over  the  county  as  a  most  just  man,  on  whose  word  everybody 
could  depend.  He  was,  further,  a  well-educated  man,  and  while  he  never 
held  an  important  office,  yet  he  was  always  ready  to  serve  his  country;  he 
took  a  lively  part  .in  politics,  very  often  sat  on  the  jury  bench,  acted  for 
more  than  thirty  years  as  school  director  in  his  district  and  was  one  of  the 
main  organizers  of  the  Clyde  Bank,  and  its  honored  president  until  his 
death. 
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In  his  religion,  Mr.  Wirth  belonged  to  the  Catholic  church  and  showed 
by  his  conduct  that  good  church  membership  and  good  citizenship  can  go 
hand  in  hand  with  each  other.  He  did  much  for  Conception  Parish,  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  acted,  so  to  say,  as  the  right  hand  of  his 
pastor  for  many  years.  He  was  also  the  poor  and  unfortunate  man’s  friend, 
and  helped  many  in  their  distress  and  bad  circumstances. 

In  the  last  years  of  his  life,  Mr.  Wirth  left  the  farm  to  his  son,  Joseph, 
and  moved  to  the  town  of  Conception,  to  be  nearer  to  the  church  and  prepare 
for  a  triumphant  death.  He  had  been  a  robust  man  all  his  life  until  very 
near  the  end,  and  he  died  peacefully  on  October  15,  1904,  the  anniversary 
day  of  his  first  marriage.  The  sorrow  over  his  departure  was  universal 
among  both  the  Catholics  and  non-Catholics,  and  his  funeral,  at  Conception, 
on  October  17th,  saw  everybody  in  Jefferson  township  and  far  beyond  its 
limits,  at  his  grave,  and  everybody  said :  “One  of  the  best  men  we  ever 
knew  has  gone  to  his  reward.” 


JAMES  W.  SMITH. 

Back  to  the  early  pioneer  days  is  traced  the  interesting  life  record  of 
James  W.  Smith,  a  well-known  and  highly-respected  resident  of  Burlington 
Junction,  whose  long  life  has  been  spent  in  Nodaway  county  and  a  man 
who  has  played  well  his  part  in  the  development  of  his  community.  He  has 
lived  to  see  this  part  of  our  great  country  grow  from  a  wilderness  to  one 
of  the  beautiful  spots  of  the  United  States,  and  which  is  not  yet  developed 
to  what  it  will  be.  He  saw,  when  a  boy,  the  Indian  and  the  deer  roamine 
these  prairies,  where  now  are  fine  houses  and  highly-cultivated  farms,  stocked 
with  an  excellent  grade  of  cattle  and  horses,  hogs  and  sheep.  It  is  indeed 
interesting  and  instructive  to  hear  him  tell  of  the  early  days  and  of  the  sub¬ 
sequent  development  of  the  community.  He  is  said  to  be  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Nodaway  county,  a  distinction  of  which  anvone  might  well 
be  proud,  his  birth  occurring  near  Guilford,  January  9,  1842,  and  he  is  the 
son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Groom)  Smith,  the  father  a  native  of  Tennessee 
and  the  latter  of  Kentucky,  each  representing  old  and  highly-honored  South¬ 
ern  families.  In  an  early  day  Samuel  Smith  moved  from  Tennessee  to  Clay 
county,  Missouri,  and  to  Nodaway  county  in  1841,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  here.  He  was  a  sterling  character  and  was  never  daunted  by  dan¬ 
gers  or  obstacles  that  stood  in  the  way  of  his  success.  His  death  occurred 
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at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His  mother,  Sarah  Groom,  mar¬ 
ried  a  nephew  of  Daniel  Boone.  Two  daughters  were  born  to  this  family, 
Sarah  and  Casander  (the  latter  emigrated  to  Oregon  in  1854),  and  there 
were  two  brothers,  A.  W.  and  G.  W.,  who  live  in  Wyoming,  where  they  own 
large  ranches. 

James  W.  Smith  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  assisted  in  de¬ 
veloping,  learning  the  meaning  of  hard  work  when  only  a  lad,  attending 
the  common  school  of  those  early  days  during  the  winter  months.  Although 
educational  advantages  were  limited  at  that  time,  he  made  the  most  of  his 
opportunities,  and,  later,  by  contact  with  the  world  and  much  reading,  became 
a  well-informed  man.  He  has  always  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits  and  has  met  with  very  gratifying  success.  Starting  with  nothing 
in  1865  except  his  hands  and  a  willingness  to  work,  he  has  by  perseverance, 
energy  and  good  management  accumulated  nine  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  ranks  with  the  best  in  Nodaway  county,  his  attractive  place 
being  widely  known  as  “Riverside  Farm,”  one  of  the  “show  places”  of 
the  county.  He  placed  the  best  of  improvements  of  all  kinds  on  his  land  and 
so  skillfully  rotated  his  crops  and  managed  his  fields  that  the  soil  has  re¬ 
tained  its  original  fertility.  He  has  an  excellent  residence  and  large,  sub¬ 
stantial  outbuildings  on  his  place,  but  he  has  now  retired  from  active  life 
and  is  living  at  his  beautiful  and  modern  home  in  Burlington  Junction. 
Considering  the  fact  that  he  started  without  capital  or  influential  friends 
to  assist  him,  having  forged  his  own  way  to  the  front,  he  is  deserving  of  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished. 

An  interesting  chapter  in  the  life  record  of  Mr.  Smith  is  that  relating 
to  his  experience  in  the  great  conflict  between  the  states.  He  being  of 
Southern  blood  on  both  sides  of  the  house,  it  was  quite  natural  for  him 
to  cast  his  lot  with  the  Confederacy,  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  B, 
Third  Regiment  Missouri  Cavalry,  Confederate  States  Army,  he  being  nine¬ 
teen  years  old  at  his  enlistment.  He  served  very  faithfully  through  the 
war,  never  shirked  duty  or  shrank  from  danger  or  hardship.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  fierce  conflict  at  Franklin,  Tennessee,  taken  prisoner,  and 
sent  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  where  he  was  released  in  June,  1865.  Besides 
the  engagement  mentioned  above,  he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Blue  Mills 
and  Lexington,  Missouri;  Corinth,  Baker’s  Creek  and  Jackson,  Mississippi; 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  Altoona  Pass,  Georgia,  and  many  other  minor 
engagements. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  on  May  5,  1870,  to  Adaline  Johnston,  daughter 
of  Ephraim  and  Rebecca  (Jones)  Johnston,  of  Burlington  Junction,  Mis- 
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souri,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children : 
Eva  C.,  born  April  3,  1874,  married  Prof.  P.  W.  Jenkins,  of  Ohio,  but 
now  they  live  in  the  state  of  Wyoming,  where  Mr.  Jenkins  is  ranching; 
Annie  B.,  born  October  22,  1877,  married  W.  H.  Pitkin,  of  Ohio,  whose 
residence  is  now  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  where  he  is  engaged  successfully  in  the 
practice  of  law;  Edna  P.,  the  youngest  child,  born  May  9,  1884,  married 
L.  O.  Staples,  son  of  R.  R.  Staples,  of  Atchison  county,  Missouri ;  the  son 
owns  a  two-hundred-acre  farm  near  Burlington  Junction,  Nodaway  county. 

Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Christian 
church.  He  has  always  led  a  quiet,  honest  and  well-regulated  life,  which 
has  gained  for  him  the  respect  of  a  host  of  admiring  friends  who  regard 
him  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Nodaway  county. 


GEORGE  LEWIS  WILFLEY. 

Theories  look  well  on  paper  and  have  a  mellifluous  sound  when  pro¬ 
claimed  from  the  platform,  but  in  the  present  rushing  age  the  value  of  things 
is  tested  by  the  stern  rule  of  experience,  it  being  the  practical  man  who 
makes  his  influence  felt  and  whose  services  and  discourses  are  largely  sought. 
The  present  is  essentially  an  age  of  progress  and  in  every  line  of  activity 
the  man  of  practical  ideas  is  in  evidence.  The  world  of  industry  owes  him 
a  debt  beyond  estimate  and  to  him  is  due  the  credit  of  bringing  to  humanity 
privileges  and  blessings  which,  if  simply  hinted  at  a  half  century  ago,  would 
have  subjected  the  one  uttering  them  to  the  ridicule  of  his  fellows;  but 
times  have  changed  as  the  world  has  moved,  and  the  wild  dreams  and  vague 
chimeras  of  yesterday  have  become  the  familiar  facts  of  today,  especially 
in  business  circles.  To  the  clear  brain,  trained  mind,  wide-awake,  far-see¬ 
ing,  practical  men  of  affairs  who  inaugurate  these  conditions  and  crystallize 
into  the  probable  and  actual  what  appears  to  be  but  flights  of  fancy,  to  those 
who  have  played  important  parts  in  bringing  the  present  splendid  system  of 
business  and  commercialism  to  what  it  is,  all  honor  be  due.  It  is  of  such  a  one 
in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  that  the  chronicler  here  essays  to  write  in  this 
connection,  but  with  little  hope  of  rendering  adecpiate  justice  to  the  useful¬ 
ness  accomplished  in  his  chosen  sphere  of  endeavor. 

George  Lewis  Wilfley,  who,  as  president  of  the  Maryville  National  Bank, 
is  too  well  known  to  need  anything  like  a  formal  introduction  to  the  citizens 
of  northwestern  Missouri  through  the  pages  of  this  history,  was  born  August 
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i,  1857,  near  Cooper’s  Mill,  in  Nodaway  county,-  and  is  the  fifth  child  of  Red¬ 
man  and  Marie  (Baker)  Wilfley.  The  Wilfley  family  comes  of  good  German 
stock,  the  name  originally  being  Wolfie.  Redman  Wilfley,  the  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  George  L.,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  came  to  Callaway 
county,  Missouri,  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a  successful  farmer.  His  son, 
Redman  Wilfley,  father  of  George  L.,  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  born  April  30, 
1825.  He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Nodaway  county,  and  is  well 
known  throughout  northwestern  Missouri.  He  was  a  merchant  in  Maryville 
prior  to  the  Civil  war,  and  was  afterwards  engaged  in  various  pursuits  during 
a  long  and  active  life  in  several  different  localities.  During  the  conflict  between 
the  states  he  was  lieutenant-colonel  in  Colonel  Slayback’s  regiment  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  army.  He  is  now  residing  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  living  in  re¬ 
tirement  at  the  hale  old  age  of  eighty-five  years.  He  is  a  man  of  strong 
characteristics  and  a  splendid  type  of  the  hardy  pioneer,  who,  a  decade  ago, 
blazed  the  way  for  the  march  of  progress  and  civilization  that  has  made  Mis¬ 
souri  a  commonwealth  of  rich  potentialities. 

Redman  Wilfley  married  Maria  Baker,  who  was  a  native  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  born  September  26,  1832,  and  a  representative  of  a  fine  old  pio¬ 
neer  family  well  known  in  Nodaway  county.  To  them  were  born  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  The  register  of  birth  follows:  Frances,  de¬ 
ceased,  was  the  wife  of  Milton  Spence;  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Walter  Bales,  of 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Sarah  E.  is  the  widow  of  John  Eaton;  Charles  B. 
resides  at  Twin  Falls,  Idaho;  George  L.,  of  this  review;  Arthur  R.,  of  Den¬ 
ver,  Colorado;  John  M.,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Robert  E.  Lee  is  deceased; 
Earl  A.,  of-  Crawfordsville,  Indiana;  Leola  M.  is  deceased;  Lola  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Scovey,  of  Hostotipaquillo,  Mexico.  The  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  passed  to  rest  in  1894,  at  the  age  of  sixtv-two  years. 

George  L.  Wilfley  was  educated  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  when  a 
mere  boy  he  determined  upon  a  business  career,  entering  the  mercantile  field 
when  sixteen  years  of  age  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  in  Sedalia,  Missouri, 
for  Rod  Gallie.  After  remaining  with  him  three  years,  he  sought  a  wider  field 
by  returning  to  Kansas  City,  where  he  worked  as  a  wholesale  dry  goods  clerk 
for  one  year.  Then  he  turned  his  attention  to  banking,  which  he  has  since 
followed  with  singular  success,  his  first  employment  being  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Missouri  Valley  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  for  two  years. 
In  1880  he  left  Kansas  City  and  came  to  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  and 
clerked  for  four  years  in  the  Baker,  Saunders  &  Company’s  Bank.  His  next 
move  was  to  Bolckow,  Missouri,  in  company  with  B.  A.  and  F.  I.  Dunn,  pur¬ 
chased  the  Savings  Bank  there.  Selling  out  his  interests  in  that  place  in 
1887,  lie  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Baker,  Saunders  &  Company's  Bank  in 
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Maryville.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Saunders,  in  1889,  and  the  dissolution 
of  the  firm,  the  present  Maryville  National  Bank  was  formed  with  G.  S. 
Baker,  president;  George  L.  Wilfley,  cashier,  and  E.  Fraser,  assistant  cashier, 
Mr,  Wilfley  now  being  president  of  the  same.  Much  of  the  growing  prestige 
of  this  popular,  safe  and  conservative  institution  has  been  gained  through  his 
judicious  management,  for  he  undoubtedly  understands  all  the  workings  of 
the  banking  system  and,  being  a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity  and  courteous 
and  considerate  to  all,  he  has  inspired  both  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
the  bank's  many  patrons  and  friends.  Mr.  Wilfley  is  also  a  large  stockholder 
in  the  Gillam,  Bellows,  Pierce  Loan  Company. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wilfley  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church,  and,  as  already  intimated,  he  takes  an  abiding  interest  in  what¬ 
ever  tends  to  the  uplift  of  his  locality.  He  was  married  on  April  7,  1881, 
to  Jennie  Saunders,  daughter  of  James  H.  Saunders,  an  old  and  influential 
family  of  Maryville,  and  this  union  has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  four 
children,  namely:  Clifford  R.  is  a  mining  engineer  in  Hostotipaquillo,  Mexico; 
Ray  S.  is  agent  for  the  North  American  Life  Insurance  Company  at  Mary¬ 
ville;  Marjorie  and  Geneva  are  living  at  home. 


NATHANIEL  SISSON. 

The  Sisson  family  name  is  among  the  first  New  England  settlers.  Au¬ 
thentic  histoiy  of  this  branch  of  the  family  in  America  begins  with  Richard 
Sisson,  whose  name  would  indicate  him  to  have  been  of  English  ancestry, 
probably  the  first  to  settle  in  America.  This  ancestor  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  probable  ancestor  of  most  persons  of  the  name  in  America,  was 
born  in  1608,  died  in  1684.  His  wife's  name  was  Mary.  They  resided  at 
Portsmouth,  Rhode  Island,  situated  on  the  island  of  that  name  in  the  Narra- 
gansett  bay,  their  residence  being  contemporaneous  with  the  life  of  Roger 
Williams,  the  founder  of  that  state,  to  whose  colony,  as  history  tells  us,  for 
their  recognized  friendship  for  the  Indians,  was  presented  this  beautiful  island 
by  Miantonomoh,  chief  of  the  Narragansetts. 

The  original  homestead  of  Richard  and  Mary  Sisson,  at  Portsmouth,  is 
now  known  as  the  “Mintwater  Brook  Farm."  At  death,  they  each  left  a  will 
as  recorded  at  Portsmouth,  bequeathing  their  estates  to  their  six  children. 
There  is  now  in  the  family  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  a  complete  family  tree 
from  these  ancestors  to  the  present,  covering  a  period  of  some  three  hundred 
years.  The  exact  date  of  settlement  in  Rhode  Island  is  not  known,  but  records 
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show  Richard  to  have  been  a  freeman  of  Portsmouth  in  1653,  which  indicates 
a  prior  settlement  and  probable  membership  of  the  colony  founded  by  the  re¬ 
ligious  exiles  from  Massachusetts  headed  by  Roger  Williams,  who,  in  1641, 
established  a  little  republic,  the  first  on  this  continent,  the  constitution  of  which 
republic  being  the  first  in  the  world  to  recognize  freedom  of  conscience  and  to 
prohibit  persecution  for  religious  belief,  which  principles  were  to  be  and  were 
afterward  adopted  into  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  certainly  an 
ancestral  beginning  of  which  anyone  might  be  and  of  which  this  family  is 
justly  proud. 

Next  in  the  ancestral  line  is  George,  the  oldest  child,  born  in  1644,  and 
wife,  Mary  Lawton.  Of  the  eleven  children  of  these  parents,  Thomas,  the 
ninth  child,  born  in  1686,  and  wife,  Jane,  resided  at  Portsmouth,  the  parents 
of  five  children.  Giles,  the  eldest,  and  wife,  Elizabeth,  parents  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  resided  at  Westerly,  Rhode  Island.  John,  the  second  child,  born  April 
10,  1749,  married  Alchia  Crandall,  resided  on  a  homestead  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  river  near  Unadilla,  state  of  New  York,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  serving  during  the  period  in  several  different  commands 
credited  to  Albany  county.  New  York  state,  a  record  of  his  services  being 
shown  among  the  military  archives  in  charge  of  the  state  librarian  now  at 
Albany,  New  York. 

Simeon  Sisson,  the  eleventh  child  of  the  fifteen  children  born  of  these 
parents,  born  April  2,  1786,  grandfather  of  this  subject,  married  Susan  Potter 
and  removed  to  Gallipolis,  Gallia  county,  Ohio,  in  1818.  Both  parents  per¬ 
ished  in  the  cholera  epidemic  which  raged  along  the  Ohio  river  valley  in  1838, 
leaving  six  children. 

Nathaniel  Potter  Sisson,  the  fourth  child,  the  father  of  the  subject,  born 
at  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  September  16,  1818,  by  the  death  of  both  parents  left  an 
orphan  in  his  youth,  had  his  struggles  in  life,  being  apprenticed  to  an  uncle  to 
learn  carpentering,  next  boatman  on  the  Ohio  river,  finally  a  farmer.  He 
married  Sarah  Harrington  Green,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Mary  Green, 
formerly  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and  they  became  parents  by  this  mar¬ 
riage  of  seven  children,  three  dying  in  infancy;  the  four  remaining  are, 
David,  a  physician.  Nathaniel,  the  subject,  Francis  M.,  merchant,  and  Annie 
E.,  widow  of  L.  M.  Harvey. 

The  eldest  son  of  Mrs.  Harvey  has  the  unique  distinction  of  having  served 
as  volunteer  throughout  the  Spanish-American  war,  commissioned  lieutenant 
in  the  regular  army,  sent  with  his  company  twice  to  the  Philippines,  circum¬ 
navigating  the  earth  twice  each  time  in  an  opposite  direction  from  west  to 
east,  then  from  east  to  west,  and  is  now  captain  in  the  Sixteenth  United  States 
Regulars. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Nathaniel  Sisson,  was  born  May  25,  1845, 
and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  Meigs  county,  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
years  he  volunteered  in  the  Ninety-second  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
in  the  Civil  war,  July,  1862,  was  rejected  by  the  mustering  officers  because  of 
his  youth,  again  volunteered  October  9,  1862,  as  private  in  the  Second  West 
Virginia  Volunteer  Cavalry,  bugler  in  Company  A,  was  promoted  to  corporal 
in  Company  K.  He  participated  in  many  battles  and  skirmishes  of  the  Civil 
war,  notably  those  in  the  Shenandoah  valley,  Virginia,  under  Gen.  Phil  Sher¬ 
idan,  to-wit :  Opequon,  Fishers  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  of  “Sheridan's  Ride" 
celebrity,  Sheridan's  cavalry  raid  to  the  rear  of  Richmond  February  and 
March,  1865,  thence  to  Petersburg  and  the  battle  of  Five  Forks  April  ist, 
which  battle  determined  the  fall  of  Richmond,  the  Confederate  capital,  the 
city  being  evacuated  by  General  Lee's  army  the  next  day.  The  subject  served 
on  the  non-commissioned  staff  of  Brig. -Gen.  Henry  Capehart  as  brigade 
bugler,  was  in  the  pursuit  and  final  circumvention  by  Sheridan  of  Lee’s  army 
in  its  retreat  from  Richmond,  culminating  in  the  surrender  of  General  Lee 
and  his  army  to  General  Grant  at  Appomattox.  He  participated  in  the  last 
engagement  on  the  morning  of  April  9th,  sounding  the  last  hostile  bugle  call, 
the  order  to  “charge,"  as  well  as  the  last  call  to  “halt,"  which  halted  Curtus' 
charging  column  as  the  flag  of  truce  in  token  of  surrender  was  proffered  to 
Custer,  which  ended  the  war. 

Mr.  Sisson  is  very  proud  of  his  military  experience,  as  he  may  well  be, 
transpiring  as  it  did  in  his  boyhood.  The  following  letter  from  his  General, 
whom  he  served  as  bugler,  is  now  in  his  possession : 

“Fargo,  N.  D.,  Aug.  13,  1891. 

“Nathaniel  Sisson,  Esq., 

“Maryville  Mo.. 

“My  Dear  Comrade  : — 

“It  gave  me  sincere  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  of  July  31st  from 
one  of  my  old  command.  I  remember  you  very  well  indeed  and  most  agree¬ 
ably,  as  well  as  the  death  of  your  horse  and  mine  at  Deep  Creek,  Virginia. 

“You  say  you  were  not  a  very  ‘loud'  soldier.  I  remember  that  you  were 
as  good  a  ‘boy’  as  any  in  a  regiment  of  as  brave  and  effective  men  as  there 
was  in  the  service.  I  do  not  know  what  one  would  ask  of  a  soldier  more. 

“I  still  use  the  old  chair  that  Grant  sat  in  while  arranging  and  writing 
the  terms  of  Lee's  surrender. 

“With  all  good  wishes  in  the  world, 

“Very  fraternally  yours. 


“H.  Capehart/' 
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Returning  from  the  Civil  war  after  almost  three  years’  continuous  ser¬ 
vice,  still  a  minor,  Mr.  Sisson  exhausted  the  remnant  of  his  army  pay  in 
furthering  his  education.  On  July  31,  1866,  with  all  his  worldly  belongings 
packed  in  a  small  grip,  he  started,  like  many  boys  of  the  time,  to  seek  his 
fortune  in  the  great  unsettled  West,  arriving  in  Maryville  August  9th,  since 
which  time  Maryville  for  the  most  part  has  been  his  home.  His  civil  life 
has  been  an  active  one.  On  arrival  in  Nodaway  county  his  first  employment 
was  as  farm  hand,  then  school  teacher,  cabinetmaker,  county  road  and  bridge 
commissioner  for  three  years,  studying  surveying  and  engineering  the  while. 
In  1871  he  engaged  as  engineer  with  a  firm  of  bridge  contractors  at  St. 
Joseph.  He  designed  and  superintended  the  construction  of  a  large  bridge 
over  the  Brazo  river  near  Calvert,  Texas,  spanning  the  entire  stream  with 
one  span  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet.  Returning  to  Maryville  on 
April  13,  1875,  with  H.  C.  Fisher,  the  then  cashier  of  the  Farmers  Bank 
(now  known  as  First  National),  and  Albert  P.  Morehouse,  afterwards  gov¬ 
ernor,  he  entered  upon  the  real  estate,  loan  and  abstract  business. 

During  the  first  year  the  firm  published  a  lithograph  map  of  Nodaway 
county,  the  original  draft  being  the  work  of  Mr.  Sisson.  Fisher  retired  from 
the  firm  in  1878.  and,  after  fourteen  years  of  partnership,  Mr.  Sisson  bought 
the  interest  of  the  late  Governor  Morehouse  and  conducted  the  business  alone 
until  1896,  when  his  son,  Paul,  arriving  at  the  age  of  majority,  was  taken 
as  partner  under  the  firm  name  of  N.  Sisson  &  Son,  continuing  so  until 
December  30,  1904,  when  the  business  was  incorporated  as  The  Sisson  Loan 
and  Title  Company,  of  which  company  Mr.  Sisson  is  now'  the  president. 

On  October  14,  1874,  Mr.  Sisson  was  married,  at  Lexington,  Missouri, 
to  Mary  S.  Hughes,  daughter  of  George  E.  and  Anna  Groves  Hughes.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them,  Capt.  Paul  Sisson  and  Donna,  a  daughter,  who 
graduated  with  the  Maryville  high  school  class  of  1905.  attended  for  a  time 
the  Missouri  University,  finally  graduating  with  highest  honors  in  the  Bach¬ 
elor  of  Arts  degree  in  the  Randolph  Macon  Woman’s  College  at  Lynchburg, 
Virginia,  class  of  1909. 

Mrs.  Mary  S.  Sisson,  the  wife  and  mother,  died  July  24,  1909.  She 
had  been  a  resident  of  Maryville  since  marriage  and  was  well  known  in  the 
social  and  religious  life  of  the  city.  She  was  best  known  for  her  beautiful 
home-loving  qualities,  was  much  loved  by  her  neighbors  as  a  woman  of  many 
rare  virtues  and  unusual  mental  powers,  she  being  one  of  the  first  graduates  in 
the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  at  Elizabeth  Aul  College,  Lexington,  Missouri. 
A  member  of  the  Christian  church  at  that  place  and  at  Maryville,  she  was  es¬ 
pecially  beloved  by  the  older  people  of  the  city  with  whom  she  became  ac- 
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quainted  in  her  early  life.  The  Sisson  home  occupies  a  beautiful  ten-acre 
plat  in  the  west  part  of  the  city,  embowered  in  evergreen,  shrubs  and  flowers — 
an  ideal  home. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Sisson  early  took  an  active  interest  as  a  member  of  the 
“Maryville  Tanner  Club,”  composed  of  two  hundred  Nodaway  county  voters, 
organized  in  the  support  of  the  Republican  ticket  of  1868.  He  was  elected 
its  captain  and  that  year  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  his  old  comrade, 
Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  He  has  held  office  as  city  assessor,  city  clerk  and  alderman 
of  Maryville,  member  of  the  Maryville  public  school  board  for  six  years, 
serving  as  president  thereof,  also  member  of  the  Maryville  Seminary  board 
and  instrumental  in  donating  that  institution  to  the  Northwest  Normal  School ; 
was  nominee  of  the  Greenback-Labor  party  for  Congress  from  the  fourth  Mis¬ 
souri  district,  made  the  race  against  M.  A.  Reed  and  James  N.  Borns  in  1882; 
in  1892  was  the  nominee  of  the  Republican  party  of  Nodaway  county  for  rep¬ 
resentative;  member  and  chairman  of  the  Maryville  public  utilities  commis¬ 
sion  in  1909  and  member  and  chairman  of  the  Northwest  Normal  committee, 
which  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  location  of  that  institution  at  Mary¬ 
ville ;  appointed  by  this  committee,  in  connection  with  James  Todd,  Sr.,  editor 
of  the  Nodaziay  Democrat,  and  H.  E.  Robinson,  then  editor  of  the  Mary¬ 
ville  Republican,  to  prepare  a  history  of  the  Northwest  Missouri  Normal 
School;  both  the  other  members  having  died  before  the  work  was  begun,  Mr. 
Sisson  prepared  the  history  of  the  struggles  Maryville  made  in  securing  the 
location  of  the  Fifth  District  Normal  School  at  this  place,  which  history 
appears  in  another  part  of  this  publication. 

In  religion,  Mr.  Sisson  is  liberal;  while  not  a  member,  he  is  a  patron  of 
all  churches.  A  charter  member  of  the  Sedgwick  Post,  No.  21,  Department 
of  Missouri,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  he  has  served  several  terms  as  com¬ 
mander  of  the  post;  he  is  a  charter  member  of  Encampment  No.  52,  Union 
Veteran  Legion,  and  has  served  as  colonel  of  the  encampment.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Lincoln  Farm  Association,  that  purchased  the  farm  home, 
birth  place  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  was,  in  1904,  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff 
of  Gen.  W.  W.  Blackmar,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  commander-in-chief  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  civil  societies,  he  is  a  member  of  Mary¬ 
ville  Lodge,  No.  165,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Owens  Chapter, 
No.  96,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  Maryville  Commandery,  No.  40,  Knights 
Templar,  and  Moila  Temple,  Order  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  St.  Joseph,  Mis¬ 
souri,  also  a  member  of  the  St.  Joseph  Chapter  of  the  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  Revolution.  Plonorable,  exact  in  his  dealings,  conservative  and  straight¬ 
forward  in  method,  his  word  in  matters  of  business  and  land  titles  is  never 
questioned. 
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SAMUEL  GODFREY  GILLAM. 

In  nearly  every  community  are  individuals  who,  by  innate  ability  and 
sheer  force  of  character,  rise  above  their  fellows  and  win  for  themselves  con¬ 
spicuous  places  in  public  esteem.  Such  a  one  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  above,  who,  although  young  in  years,  has  long  been  a  potent  factor 
in  the  business  life  of  Nodaway  county,  his  life  having  been  closely  inter¬ 
woven  with  its  material  growth  and  development,  while  his  career  as  a  progres¬ 
sive  man  of  affairs  has  been  synonymous  with  all  that  is  upright  and  honorable 
in  citizenship. 

Samuel  Godfrey  Gillam  is  a  native  of  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  was  born  April  22,  1871,  the  son  of  Hachaliah  and  Amelia  (Herzog) 
Gillam,  each  representatives  of  old  and  well  established  families.  The  father 
moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1883  and  settled  on  eight  acres  of 
land  in  Jefferson  township.  After  a  residence  in  Jefferson  township  of  three 
years,  he  moved  to  Polk  township  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres;  there  for 
a  period  of  twenty  years  he  farmed  successfully,  selling  out  in  1906,  and 
retiring  from  active  work,  now  living  in  Maryville. 

Samuel  G.  Gillam  was  twelve  years  old  when  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  Here  he  received  a  very  serviceable 
education  in  the  common  schools,  working  on  the  home  farm  during  the 
summer  months.  When  fifteen  years  of  age  he  turned  his  attention  from 
country  life  to  that  of  a  business  career  and  began  work  in  the  Craig  & 
Collins  loan  and  abstract  office,  in  which  he  remained  for  a  period  of  four 
years,  during  which  time  he  gained  a  splendid  knowledge  of  general  business 
principles.  He  was  next  in  the  employ  of  Brown  &  Montgomery,  in  a  sim¬ 
ilar  business,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  giving  his  usual  satisfaction  as  an  alert 
and  conscientious  worker.  He  then  purchased  the  interest  of  C.  Hyslop,  of 
Hyslop  &  Graves.  Soon  afterwards  the  business  of  R.  C.  Montgomery  was 
consolidated  with  that  of  Gillam  &  Graves.  At  the  death  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 
in  1897,  the  firm  of  Gillam,  Bellows  &  Pierce  was  formed  and  bought  out  all 
other  interests.  Mr.  Gillam  is  now  president  of  the  last  named  company, 
which  is  doing  a  thriving  business  and  has  been  built  up  to  its  present  pro¬ 
portions  very  largely  through  the  judicious  management  of  Mr.  Gillam.  He 
is  a  very  busy  and  practical  man  of  affairs  and  has  been  very  successful  in  a 
financial  way.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  at 
Elmo,  Missouri,  and  is  also  a  director  in  the  Maryville  National  Bank.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  and  valuable  farm  in  White  Cloud  township, 
this  county,  and  owns  land  in  two  or  three  other  states. 
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The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Gillam  began  on  October  io,  1894.  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emma  Trueblood,  daughter  of  William  E.  and 
Louisa  Trueblood.  a  well  known  and  influential  family  of  Maryville.  Mrs. 
Gillam  was  born  on  August  8,  1871,  and  she  received  an  excellent  education 
in  the  home  schools.  This  union  has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Forrest,  who  is  now  attending  school. 

I11  religious  matters,  Mr.  Gillam  is  a  Presbyterian,  and  fraternally,  he 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Tie  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  a 
worker  in  the  interest  of  his  party  for  some  time,  and  as  a  result  of  his 
public  spirit  and  his  ability  he  has  been  honored  by  party  leaders  on  various 
occasions.  Tie  was  presidential  elector  from  this  district  in  1904.  Gov. 
Joseph  W.  Folk,  in  1905,  appointed  him  a  member  of  the  board  of  managers 
of  No.  2  State  Insane  Asylum,  at  St.  Joseph,  and  he  was  president  of  the 
board  during  the  later  portion  of  his  term  of  office,  serving  for  a  period  of 
four  years,  in  a  manner  that  elicited  the  hearty  approval  and  admiration  of 
all  concerned. 

■  Personally,  Mr.  Gillam  is  a  young  man  of  indomitable  perseverance, 
straightforward  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men  and  he  is  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  all  times;  judging  from  his  past  splendid  record, 
the  future  must  necessarily  hold  much  of  good  for  him. 


JOHN  W.  KENNEDY. 

A  well-known  farmer  of  Independence  township  is  John  W.  Kennedy, 
who  was  born  in  Nodaway  county,  April  20,  1853,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Samuel 
T.  and  Lucretia  W.  (Smith)  Kennedy.  The  father  was  born  on  a  farm 
in  Fayette  county,  Indiana.  John  K.  Kennedy,  maternal  grandfather  of  John 
W.  of  this  review,  was  born  in  North  Carolina.  He  married  Charity 
McMichael,  also  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  Samuel  T.  Kennedy  remained 
at  his  birthplace  until  fourteen  years  of  age  and  attended  the  common  schools. 
In  1844  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Platte  county 
and  remained  there  six  years,  coming  to  Nodaway  county  in  the  spring  of  1850. 
In  the  fall  of  the  year  he  entered  the  land  on  which  he  lived  and  improved. 
At  that  time  there  were  but  four  families  and  one  store  in  Maryville,  and 
no  settlers  between  his  home  and  that  place.  His  family  located  on  the  land 
which,  in  later  years,  became  the  “poor  farm.”  Samuel  T.  Kennedy  was  a 
very  successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Starting  with  practically  nothing, 
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lie  accumulated  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  he  kept 
well-bred  horses  and  graded  cattle.  In  1873  he  was  elected  chairman  of  the 
county  court,  filling  that  position  very  creditably  for  five  years.  He  was 
married  to  Lucretia  W.  Smith  on  July  14,  1850.  and  ten  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  namely:  Mary  J.,  who  married  B.  A.  Wilhoyte;  John  W.,  of 
this  review;  Margaret  A.,  wife  of  R.  W.  Miller;  Henry  N. ;  Dora  E.,  the 
wife  of  F.  M.  Taylor;  Henriette,  wife  of  B.  A.  Lingenfelter,  of  Seattle, 
Washington;  Belle  B.,  the  wife  of  H.  Booth.  Those  deceased  are  Austin, 
Andrew  W.  and  Archibald. 

John  W.  Kennedy,  of  this  review,  received  a  good  common  school  edu¬ 
cation,  and  on  October  19,  1873,  he  married  Susan  M.  Ford,  daughter  of 
Marshall  and  Lucy  Ann  (Hutchison)  Ford,  of  this  county  and  natives  of 
Kentucky.  They  came  to  Nodaway  county  about  1850,  their  family  consist¬ 
ing  of  fourteen  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  began  their  married  life 
in  1874  on  forty  acres,  which  Mr.  Kennedy  owned,  and  they  lived  on  the 
same  seven  years.  Selling  out,  he  located  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  three  miles  west  of  Parnell  and,  adding  to  this,  he  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  excellent  land  and  a  one-half  interest  in  a 
fruit  farm  of  seventy-two  acres — a  fine  apple  orchard  from  which  twelve 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  fruit  was  sold  in  1909.  This  orchard  is  located 
near  his  farm  and  is  well  kept  and  has  a  splendid  variety  of  trees.  Recently 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Farmers  State  Bank  at  Parnell  and  is 
its  president,  and  a  large  stockholder  in  the  same,  and  much  of  the  popularity 
of  this  sound  and  conservative  institution  is  due  to  his  able  management. 

The  Farmers  Bank  of  Parnell  was  chartered  as  a  state  bank  on  February 
2,  1910,  with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  and  ten  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  surplus.  The  official  directory  is  as  follows:  President,  John  W.  Ken¬ 
nedy;  vice-president,  W.  N.  Morgan;  cashier,  H.  O.  Gray;  assistant  cashier, 
C.  F.  Sisson ;  directors,  J.  W.  Kennedy,  W.  N.  Morgan,  J.  P.  Morris,  L.  N. 
Night  and  John  Giesken. 

Mr.  Kennedy  is  one  of  the  best  known  agriculturists,  fruit  growers  and 
business  men  in  this  county  and  is  influential  in  all  circles,  and,  considering  his 
humble  beginning  in  the  business  world,  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  large 
success  that  is  today  his  and  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  every 
one.  For  the  past  twelve  years  Mr.  Kennedy  has  lived  in  Parnell,  where  he 
owns  a  beautiful  and  commodious  residence.  His  home  place  consisted  of 
fifteen  acres,  but  this  was  recently  sold. 

Mr.  Kennedy  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  politically  he  is  a  Demo- 
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erat.  He  served  as  county  judge  from  the  north  district  for  two  years, 
1896-1898.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy,  namely:  Lelia 
S.  is  the  wife  of  H.  A.  Suter,  of  St.  Joseph;  Fraulein  is  the  wife  of  O.  K. 
Herndon,  a  real  estate  dealer  of  this  county.  Wallace  F.,  an  adopted  son, 
lives  on  the  home  farm,  having  the  management  of  the  same. 


WILLIAM  CRIST  VAN  CLEVE. 

The  prominence  of  William  Crist  YanCleve  in  connection  with  the  pub¬ 
lishing  business  in  Nodaway  county  is  such  that  he  is  regarded  as  one  of 
its  representative  citizens,  having  for  some  time  been  a  potent  factor  in  the 
field  of  journalism  in  northern  Missouri,  and  ever  showing  by  his  fealty  to 
high  principles  and  his  activity  in  promoting  the  affairs  of  his  community 
that  he  merits  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  all  which  are  freely  accorded 
him  by  all  classes. 

Like  many  of  the  leaders  of  men  in  all  avenues  of  human  endeavor,  Mr. 
VanCleve  comes  from  the  farm,  having  been  born  in  Randolph  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  September  4,  1868.  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Catherine  (Crist)  VanCleve, 
each  representatives  of  excellent  old  families,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
Virginia  November  28,  1845.  He  was  the  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Marvin) 
VanCleve,  the  former  being  of  Dutch  extraction  who  settled  in  Virginia  in 
an  early  day,  where  he  became  well  established  and  prominent  in  the  affairs 
of  his  vicinity,  and  from  which  state  he  came  to  Randolph  county,  Missouri, 
bringing  the  entire  family.  It  was  a  typical  “overland  train”  (consisting  of 
old-fashioned  covered  wagons,  loaded  with  quaint  household  furniture  of  the 
type  familiar  to  the  days  in  the  Old  Dominion)  that  wound  its  way  through 
the  gaps  and  defiles  of  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains,  through  the  rough  roads 
that  penetrated  the  vast  stretches  of  primeval  woods,  and  over  unbridged 
streams.  But  Grandfather  VanCleve  was  a  man  of  courage  and,  with  char¬ 
acteristic  pioneer  mettle,  never  shrank  from  obstacles,  and  he  bravely  pushed 
on  to  a  new  home  in  the  West.  In  Chariton  township,  Randolph  county,  he 
entered  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  from  the  government  and  set 
to  work  establishing  a  home.  In  due  course  of  time  a  good  farm  was  devel¬ 
oped  and  the  family  became  leaders  of  the  life  of  that  part  of  the  county, 
and  there  John  YanCleve  lived  to  see  his  family  comfortably  situated,  became 
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known  as  an  enterprising  man  of  affairs,  wielding  a  strong  influence  in 
behalf  of  all  measures  and  movements  having  for  their  object  the  material 
advancement  of  the  community  and  the  social  and  moral  welfare  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  there  he  closed  his  earthly  career  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-three 
years,  his  faithful  life  companion  reaching  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
They  rearered  a  family  of  four  children,  one  of  whom,  John  S.,  father  of  Will¬ 
iam  C.,  of  this  review,  came  to  Missouri  with  them  when  ten  years  of  age. 
He  was  placed  in  the  fields  very  early  and  much  hard  work,  such  as  clearing 
and  cultivating  new  land,  fell  to  his  lot.  When  twenty-one  years  old  he  began 
farming  for  himself,  having  in  the  meantime  gained  such  education  as  the 
schools  of  those  times  afforded  in  the  rural  districts.  He  later  engaged  in 
various  pursuits,  having  been  a  tie  contractor  on  the  Wabash  railroad  for 
three  years  and  was  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Darksville,  Randolph  county, 
for  a  period  of  six  years.  In  1890  he  came  to  Moberlv,  Missouri,  and  launched 
into  the  furniture  business,  building  up  a  very  extensive  and  satisfactory  pat¬ 
ronage,  continuing  the  same  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  or  until  January 
1,  1910,  when  he  retired  from  active  business,  but  is  still  living  in  Moberly. 
He  married,  in  October,  1867,  Catherine  Crist,  of  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Owen  and  Sarah  (VanBuskirk)  Crist.  Of  this  union  only  one 
child,  William  C.,  of  this  review,  was  reared.  The  father  is  a  Democrat,  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  of  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men.  He 
is  a  well-known  citizen  of  Randolph  county  and  has  long  been  regarded  as 
a  leader  in  business  affairs,  and  his  life  has  been  led  along  such  conservative 
and  honorable  lines  that  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  a  wide  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends. 

William  C.  VanCleve  spent  his  early  youth  at  home  and  received  his 
early  schooling  in  the  common  schools,  later  taking  a  course  at  LaGrange  Col¬ 
lege,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1890,  having 
made  a  very  creditable  record  for  scholarship.  After  leaving  school  he  turned 
his  attention  to  the  publishing  business,  and  became  foreman  in  a  publishing 
house  at  Mexico,  Missouri.  In  1891  he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Weekly 
and  Daily  Democrat  at  Moberly  and  successfully  conducted  them  for  a  period 
of  eight  years,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Springfield,  Missouri,  and 
started  the  Evening  Record  in  the  fall  of  1899.  His  able  management  and 
excellent  enterprise  soon  made  this  one  of  the  important  and  influential  dailies 
or  southwestern  Missouri.  Disposing  of  this  property  in  1904,  he  came  to 
Bethany,  Missouri,  and  purchased  the  Democrat ,  which  he  conducted  very 
successfully  until  1909,  when  he  sold  out  to  engage  in  the  immigration  busi¬ 
ness,  but  became  interested  in  Maryville  and  in  the  following  fall  bought,  in 
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partnership  with  N.  S.  DeMotte,  the  Forum,  one  of  the  most  influential  papers 
in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  under  their  management  it  enjoyed  a  steady 
growth  in  public  favor  and  a  large  and  continually  increasing  subscription 
list.  He  soon  conceived  the  idea  that  the  newspaper  field  in  Nodaway  county 
was  overcrowded  and  that  the  public  could  be  better  served  with  fewer  and 
stronger  papers.  Accordingly  a  deal  was  perfected  June  1,  1910,  whereby 
the  Forum  and  Democrat  joined  issues  and  purchased  the  Republican  and 
consolidated  the  three  papers  into  one  under  the  name  of  the  Democrat- 
Forum ,  with  both  daily  and  weekly  issues,  the  consolidation  giving  to  them  an 
unusually  large  circulation.  The  new  publication  promises  to  be  a  strong 
influence  in  political  affairs  and  a  power  in  moulding  and  directing  opinion 
on  matters  of  general  interest  to  the  people. 

The  ideal  domestic  life  of  Mr.  VanCleve  began  on  October  16,  1895, 
when  he  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Josephine  Hagood,  a  lady  of 
culture  and  refinement,  and  the  daughter  of  John  X.  and  Mary  Hagood,  a 
prominent  family  of  Lewis  county,  Missouri.  Two  interesting  children  have 
graced  this  union,  John  K.  and  William  T. 

Politically,  Mr.  VanCleve  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  he  leans  to  the 
Baptist  church,  having  been  reared  in  that  faith;  fraternally,  he  holds  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 


NATHAN  S.  DeMOTTE. 

It  is  a  well  recognized  fact  that  the  most  powerful  influence  in  shaping 
and  controlling  public  life  is  the  press.  It  reaches  a  greater  number  of  people 
than  any  other  agency  and  thus  has  always  been,  and.  in  the  hands  of  persons 
competent  to  direct  it,  always  will  be,  a  most  important  factor  in  moulding 
public  opinion  and  shaping  the  destiny  of  the  nation.  The  gentleman  to  a 
brief  review  of  whose  life  these  lines  are  devoted  is  prominently  connected 
with  the  journalism  of  northern  Missouri,  and  at  this  time  is  one  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  Forum  at  Maryville,  one  of  the  most  popular  papers  of  Noda¬ 
way  county,  comparing  favorably  with  the  best  local  sheets  in  this  section  of 
the  state  in  news,  editorial  ability  and  mechanical  execution.  During  his  brief 
residence  here  Mr.  DeMotte’s  interests  in  all  that  affects  the  general  welfare 
of  this  locality  has  been  of  such  a  character  as  to  quickly  win  for  him  a  high 
place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people. 
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Nathan  S.  DeMotte  was  born  February  21,  1867,  at  Pleasant  Hill.  Mis¬ 
souri,  the  son  of  William  and  Minerva  J.  (Jones)  DeMotte,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Cecil  county.  Maryland,  born  there  on  February  27,  1817.  William 
DeMotte  was  a  sailor,  having  followed  the  sea  from  the  age  of  twenty  to 
thirty-six,  during  which  time  he  visited  many  interesting  parts  of  the  world 
and  underwent  many  thrilling  experiences.  He  was  shipwrecked  twice  in  the 
Atlantic  ocean  and  twice  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He  became  captain  and  part 
owner  of  a  vessel  which  was  wrecked  and  he  lost  everything.  This  unfortun¬ 
ate  experience  turned  his  attention  from  following  the  sea  and  he  learned  the 
potter’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  some  time,  later  studied  for  the  ministry, 
and  for  a  period  of  thirty  years  faithfully  expounded  the  gospel  while  a 
member  of  the  St.  Louis  Methodist  conference,  being  at  one  time  presiding 
elder  of  the  district  adjacent  to  Rolla,  Missouri,  having  a  number  of  charges. 
He  did  a  vast  amount  of  good  as  a  minister  and  church  worker  and  was  pop¬ 
ular  wherever  he  preached,  being  a  man  of  earnestness  and  manifesting  at  all 
times  a  desire  to  lie  of  service  to  his  fellow-men.  He  was  superannuated  in 
1887,  living  retired  during  the  next  three  years,  dying  on  July  28,  1890.  He 
was  married  on  September  10,  1857,  to  Minerva  J.  Jones,  daughter  of  Will-* 
iam  and  Mahala  Jones,  of  Fulton,  Missouri.  Mrs.  DeMotte  was  called  to  her 
rest  on  August  25,  1886.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  living  at  this  writing,  namely:  Nathan  S.,  of  this  review,  and  Samuel  M., 
of  Kansas  City. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age  Nathan  S.  DeMotte  began  learning  the  print¬ 
er's  trade  at  Windsor,  Missouri.  He  went  to  Humansville,  this  state,  and 
published  The  Dawn  from  1887  to  1888.  He  was  then  connected  with  the 
Journal-Democrat  at  Warrensburg.  Missouri.  For  a  period  of  twenty  years 
he  was  connected  with  various  plants  in  Kansas  City,  including  the  Star. 
On  April  1,  1909,  he  came  to  the  Bethany  Democrat ,  remaining  there  less 
than  a  year,  selling  out  on  February  12,  1910.  He  then  bought  the  interest  of 
D.  A.  Reid  in  the  Forum  at  Maryville  and  is  now  devoting  his  efforts  to  the 
same,  he  and  his  partner,  W.  C.  VanCleve,  making  this  one  of  the  best 
papers  in  Nodaway  county.  He  and  his  partner  entered  into  the  deal  by 
which  three  of  the  papers  in  Maryville  were  consolidated  June  1.  1910.  and 
Mr,  DeMotte  became  superintendent  of  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Democrat- 
Forum  ,  a  position  which  he  is  admirably  equipped  to  fill. 

Mr.  DeMotte  was  married  on  December  21,  1890,  to  Luella  M.  Myers, 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Fliza  (Swalley)  Myers,  natives  of  Ohio,  but  for 
many  years  well-known  residents  of  Cass  county.  Missouri,  where  Mrs.  De- 
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Motte  was  reared  and  educated.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeMotte  four  children 
have  been  born,  namely :  Loren,  Maude,  Grace  and  Dorothy. 

Mr.  DeMotte  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church,  also  belongs  to  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  the  Typographical  Union  of  Kansas  City. 
Politically,  he  is  loyal  to  the  Democratic  party. 


STEPHEN  H.  KEMP. 

In  the  respect  that  is  accorded  to  men  who  have  fought  their  own  way 
to  success  through  unfavorable  environment  we  find  an  unconscious  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  a  character  which  not  only  can  endure  so 
rough  a  test,  but  gain  new  strength  through  the  discipline.  The  gentleman 
to  whom  the  biographer  now  calls  the  reader's  attention  was  not  favored  by 
inherited  wealth  or  the  assistance  of  influential  friends,  but  in  spite  of  this, 
by  perseverance,  industry  and  wise  economy,  he  has  attained  a  favorable 
station  in  life  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  in  financial  circles  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  this  history  treats. 

Stephen  H.  Kemp  is  descended  from  an  enterprising  Irish  ancestry. 
He  was  born  at  Clayton,  Adams  county,  Illinois.  June  20,  i860,  the  son  of 
Matthew  Kemp,  who  was  a  native  of  north  Ireland,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated,  coming  to  America  when  he  was  about  thirty-five  years  old.  He 
had  married  before  leaving  his  native  country  and  reared  a  family,  his  first 
wife  dying  in  Philadelphia,  in  which  city  the  family  lived  for  a  number  of 
years,  having  located  there  upon  their  arrival  in  America,  Mr.  Kemp  being 
a  weaver  by  trade  and  finding  employment  in  the  Quaker  City.  In  1854 
Matthew  Kemp  came  west  and  located  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  remaining  there  until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Martins- 
burg,  Keokuk  county,  Iowa,  residing  there  on  a  farm  until  his  death.  July  7, 
1869.  After  coming  to  Adams  county,  Illinois,  Mr.  Kemp  married  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Mrs.  Rhoda  (Ham)  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Callaway  county, 
Missouri,  but  who  had  lived  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  since  her  eirlhood 
Her  death  occurred  on  November  16,  1881.  Three  children  were  born  to  the 
parents  of  Stephen  H.  Kemp,  one  dying  in  infancy;  the  other,  Mrs.  Lizzie 
Miller,  wife  of  Harvey  A.  Miller,  of  Camp  Point,  Illinois,  died  at  Silverton. 
Colorado,  December  29,  1907. 

Stephen  H.  Kemp  spent  his  early  boyhood  at  Clayton,  Illinois,  and  Mar- 
tinsburg,  Iowa,  and  after  his  father’s  death  the  family  moved  to  Camp  Point 
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in  the  same  county  (Adams),  where  he  lived  until  after  his  mother’s  death. 
He  received  his  schooling  in  Point  Camp,  passing  through  Maplewood  high 
school.  In  1884  he  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  locating  southwest  of 
town,  where  he  bought  a  farm  in  partnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  O.  E. 
Ross,  and  for  three  years  devoted  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  In 
the  fall  of  1887  he  moved  to  Maryville  and  began  clerking  in  the  book  store 
of  Fred  Hastings,  with  whom  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half,  then  in 
the  winter  of  1889  and  1890  he  took  a  position  as  bookkeeper  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Maryville,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  three  and  one-half 
years.  He  was  then  elected  cashier  of  that  institution,  serving  as  such  in  a 
very  creditable  manner  until  January  1,  1905,  when  he  took  up  the  duties 
of  a  similar  capacity  with  the  Maryville  National  Bank,  with  which  he 
has  remained,  giving  entire  satisfaction  - to  stockholders  and  patrons  of  this 
popular  and  solid  institution,  being  efficient  and  obliging,  always  accurate, 
careful  and  courteous,  which,  together  with  his  scrupulous  integrity,  renders 
him  generally  popular. 

Mr.  Kemp  was  married  first  to  Annie  Ross  at  Carthage,  Illinois,  Sep¬ 
tember  4,  1882.  She  was  a  native  of  Plymouth,  Hancock  county,  Illinois. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Jean,  born  September  2,  1884. 
She  married  A.  C.  Holt  and  resides  at  Carpenter,  Wyoming.  Mr.  Kemp’s 
first  wife  died  June  22,  1887,  and  on  December  25,  1889,  he  married  Fillian 
Epperson,  who  was  born  at  Blandinsville,  Illinois.  Her  parents  moved  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  when  she  was  six  years  of  age.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  George  R.  and  Marietta  Epperson.  To  Mr.  Kemp  and  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife  six  children  have  been  born,  namely :  LaRue,  George,  Ilene,  Greta, 
Joseph,  Harold. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  Mr.  Kemp  is  a  trustee  and  a  liberal  supporter. 


PETER  HAWK. 

I' 

A  well-remembered  and  highly-honored  citizen  of  Jackson  township, 
Nodaway  county,  of  a  past  generation,  who  is  now  numbered  among  the 
sleepers  in  God’s  acre,  was  Peter  Hawk,  who  was  born  November  8,  1828, 
in  Virginia,  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  place  and  was  educated  in  the 
old-time  schools.  Devoting  his  life  principally  to  farming,  he  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful.  While  living  in  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  he  married,  on  Tanuary 
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20,  1858,  Effie  Stingley,  when  she  was  twenty-one  years  old,  having  been 
born  on  August  16,  1833,  in  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana.  Her  brothers, 
Adelma  and  Abraham  Stingley,  lived  for  some  time  in  Nodaway  county; 
another  brother,  Eli,  died  in  Clinton  county.  The  first  two  named  and 
Effie  came  to  Nodaway  county  in  1854,  Adelma  remaining  here;  Abraham 
moved  away  for  a  time,  but  finally  returned  and  lived  near  Ravenwood, 
reaching  a  very  old  age;  none  of  his  children  are  in  Nodaway  county,  but 
Adelina's  youngest  daughter,  the  wife  of  John  Stringer,  is  living  on  his 
old  place  near  Ravenwood.  Mrs.  Hawk's  father,  Leonard  Stingley,  came  to 
Nodaway  county  direct  from  Indiana,  as  early  as  about  1842.  One  of  his 
daughters  is  Mrs.  Robert  Ross  of  Ravenwood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawk,  upon 
coming  to  Nodaway  county  in  i860,  settled  near  Guilford,  where  they 
remained  ten  years.  About  the  close  of  the  Civil  war  they  moved  to  the 
present  Hawk  farm  near  Ravenwood,  buying  several  hundred  acres  in  this 
vicinity.  Mr.  Hawk  donated  the  site  for  the  depot  and  laid  out  the  town 
of  Ravenwood,  selling  town  lots  when  not  able  to  work.  He  finally  sold  all 
his  land  and  went  to  California,  where  he  spent  a  few  months,  then  returned 
home  and  bought  the  place  where  Mrs.  Hawk  now  lives,  built  the  present 
house  and  lived  retired  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  April  15,  1898. 
In  the  early  days  he  ran  a  store  at  Guilford,  later  one  at  Sweet  Home  for  a 
few  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South, 
having  donated  the  land  for  the  local  church  building  and  taking  consid¬ 
erable  interest  in  its  affairs;  Mrs.  Hawk  is  also  a  member  of  this  church. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawk:  Anna  M., 
who  married  Joseph  Proctor,  is  deceased;  Laura  is  the  wife  of  Clark  Fryar, 
a  farmer  in  Jackson  township;  Vada,  who  married  Frank  Bentlev,  lives  in 
Jackson  township;  Dona  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Lloyd  Felton,  of  the  Adventist 
church,  and  is  a  fruit  grower  in  Cuba;  May  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Larmer.  of 
Stansberry,  Missouri;  Oscar  lives  in  Jackson  township  and  Frank  in  Col¬ 
orado. 


ELIJAH  W.  BISHOP. 

One  of  the  most  successful  agriculturists  of  Nodaway  county  is  the 
well-known  and  highly-honored  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  bio¬ 
graphical  sketch,  than  whom  a  more  whole-souled,  kindly,  honest  and  public- 
spirited  man  it  would  be  hard  to  find.  He  has  long  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  development  of  Jackson  township  along  all  lines,  and  here  his  fine  farm 
is  to  be  found,  one  of  the  best-improved  and  most  desirable  in  the  township. 
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Elijah  W.  Bishop  springs  from  an  excellent  old  Southern  family,  and 
doubtless  much  of  his  pleasant  disposition  and  old-time  hospitality  are  due 
to  this  fact,  for  they  have  that  genuineness  that  can  not  be  mistaken  for 
artificiality.  He  was  born  on  December  26,  1847,  in  Lee  county,  Virginia, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  received  a  fairly  good  common  school 
education,  and  he  was  married  there  on  October  3,  1867,  to  Mary  Larmer, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Larmer,  of  Virginia.  In  1869  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bishop  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  located  at  Sweet  Home, 
where  he  practiced  medicine  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  having  received 
his  medical  training  in  the  East,  and  he  soon  had  an  excellent  practice  here. 
During  the  years  of  his  practice  he  acquired  a  good  farm  and  he  finally 
decided  to  give  his  exclusive  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  has 
been  very  successful  in  this  line  of  endeavor.  To  his  first  purchase  he  has 
added  from  time  to  time  adjoining  land  until  he  now  has  six  hundred  acres 
of  excellent  land  in  Jackson  township,  all  well  improved  and  well  kept,  be¬ 
sides  other  lands  he  has  given  his  children.  In  addition  to  general  farm¬ 
ing,  he  carries  on  stock  raising  on  an  extensive  scale  and  does  much  stock 
grazing.  He  is  regarded  as  an  excellent  judge  of  all  kinds  of  livestock 
and  has  made  few  mistakes  in  handling  them.  In  1903  he  built  his  farm 
residence  on  the  portion  of  his  land  adjoining  Ravenwood,  and  no  more 
attractive,  commodious  and  pleasantly  located  residence  is  to  be  found  in 
Jackson  township.  He  has  also  erected  two  excellent  barns,  and  has  made 
numerous  other  improvements.  He  has  served  his  township  as  trustee,  and 
at  one  time  very  ably  filled  the  responsible  position  of  county  judge,  and  he 
represented  Nodaway  county  one  term  in  the  state  Legislature  in  a  manner 
that  elicited  the  hearty  approval  of  not  only  his  constituents  but  all  concerned. 

Fraternally,  Doctor  Bishop  is  a  Mason,  and  he  always  supports  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
South. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Bishop,  namely:  Wil¬ 
liam  V.,  born  February  6,  1869;  Charles  E.,  born  December  19,  1870;  Em¬ 
mett  F.,  born  November  10,  1875;  Dorsey  M.,  born  September  19,  1877; 
Martha  E.,  born  May  10,  1886. 


JOEL  B.  BENTLEY. 

Among  the  well-known  and  highly-respected  citizens  of  Ravenwood, 
Jackson  township,  none  is  held  in  higher  esteem  in  the  community  than  Joel 
B.  Bentley,  who.  after  many  years  actively  spent  in  agricultural  and  business 
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lines,  is  now  living  practically  retired  from  active  work,  enjoying  that  rest 
which  he  so  richly  earned.  Mr.  Bentley  was  born  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
on  December  4,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Temperance  Ann  Bentley. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Connecticut, 
though  their  marriage  occurred  in  Ohio,  'where  they  established  their  home. 
James  Bentley  was  a  pioneer  farmer  and  in  Ohio  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four 
years.  A  son,  Amos,  had  come  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1858, 
having  previously  lived  a  few  years  in  northern  Iowa,  but  the  severity  of  the 
winters  induced  him  to  go  further  south,  and  he  located  on  the  Platte,  in 
Jackson  township,  this  county,  two  miles  south  of  where  Ravenwood  now 
stands,  and  there  he  bought  the  start  of  a  farm.  Joel  B.  Bentley  came  here 
also  to  secure  land,  most  of  which  was  second  bottom  land,  for  which  he 
paid  four  dollars  per  acre.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  this  same  land  is  now 
worth  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre.  He  sold  it  in  1870  for  twenty  dollars 
an  acre.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Bentley  took  an  active  interest  and  en¬ 
listed  in  the  six-months  militia,  serving  his  full  term,  and  in  1862  he  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Fourth  Missouri  Regiment,  under  Colonev  Hall,  his  company 
being  made  up  largely  of  Nodaway  county  men.  At  the  end  of  three  years’ 
service  he  was  discharged,  though  it  was  some  time  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  During  his  service  he  was  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  having  taken 
part  in  the  hght  at  Springfield,  in  the  Price  raid  of  1864,  and  was  at  Jef¬ 
ferson  City  and  the  battle  of  the  Blue,  now  on  the  site  of  Kansas  City.  He 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  corporal  and  during  his  service  he  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  He  carefully  husbanded  his  wages  as  a  soldier 
and  with  this  money  he  paid  for  the  land  he  bought  in  Nodaway  county, 
on  which  he  settled  on  leaving  the  army.  He  operated  this  farm  for  about 
five  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  selling  it  and  engaging  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Sweet  Home  a  short  time.  He  then  bought  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  three  miles  west  of  Ravenwood  where  he  lived  about  five  years. 
He  then  bought  an  improved  farm  north  of  Maryville  and  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  its  operation  during  the  following  four  years.  About  1890  Mr. 
Bentley  came  to  Ravenwood,  not  being  physically  able  to  continue  his  farm¬ 
ing  operations,  and  here  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  brother-in-law,  William  Foote.  This  was  a  general  store, 
but  subsequently  they  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  Selling  out  his 
interests  in  this  business,  Mr.  Bentley  entered  into  a  partnership  with  Mad¬ 
ison  Goodson  in  the  lumber  business,  succeeding  to  the  business  of  E.  W. 
Bishop  &  Son.  Two  years  later,  however,  Mr.  Bentley  sold  his  interests  in 
this  business  to  his  son-in-law,  Ira  A.  Goodson,  and  has  since  lived  retired. 
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He  has  also  sold  his  farm  land  and  has  concentrated  his  holdings  at  Raven- 
wood.  He  owns  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence  at  Ravenwood  and 
has  built  several  good  residence  properties.  Among  the  land  sold  by  him 
was  one  farm  near  Ravenwood,  for  which  he  received  sixty-five  dollars  an 
acre,  and  which  is  now  held  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre. 

In  1868  Mr.  Bentley  married  Elizabeth  Foote,  the  daughter  of  William 
Foote,  Sr.,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  who  became  a  pioneer  farmer  in 
Iowa,  coming  to  Nodaway  county  in  1870  and  operating  a  fine  farm  near 
Sweet  Home,  though  he  retired  later  and  lived  at  Ravenwood  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  about  eighty  years.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  Mrs. 
Bentley  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  though  but  sixteen  years  old.  She 
died  after  thirty-two  years  of  happy  wedded  life.  They  became  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  EATeline,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Funk, 
of  Sterling,  Colorado,  was  a  teacher  in  the  Nodaway  county  schools  prior  to 
her  marriage ;  Caroline  became  the  wife  of  Ira  A.  Goodson,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work;  William  James,  who  is  a  carpenter  in  Col¬ 
orado  ;  Eda  Belle  is  her  father’s  housekeeper  and  companion ;  Martin  Lee 
is  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  at  Blocton,  Iowa. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bentley  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
until  the  Cleveland  administration,  since  which  time  he  has  been  aliened 
with  the  Republicans,  though  he  does  not  take  a  very  active  part  in  public 
affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  while  his  religious  membership  is  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  South,  of  which  he  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees. 
Mr.  Bentley  has  been  an  eye-witness  to  and  an  active  participant  in  the  great 
transformation  and  development  which  has  taken  place  in  this  part  of  the 
country  and  his  reminiscences  of  the  early  pioneer  days  here  are  extremely 
interesting  and  valuable.  Settlements  were  few  and  far  between  at  that 
time  and  conditions  were  in  many  respects  very  forbidding.  But  the  land 
held  out  great  promise  for  the  future  and  those  who  were  courageous  enough 
to  hold  on  were  the  ones  who  reaped  the  results.  Mr.  Bentley  is  a  man  of 
strong  character  and  because  of  his  genuine  worth  he  enjoys  the  unbounded 
confidence  and  the  high  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


MADISON  GOODSON. 

By  a  life  of  persistent  and  well-applied  industry,  led  along  the  most 
honorable  lines,  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above  has  justly  earned 
the  right  to  be  represented  in  a  work  of  the  character  of  the  one  at  hand, 
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along  with  the  other  men  of  Nodaway  county  who  have  made  their  influence 
felt  in  their  respective  communities.  As  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
M.  Goodson  &  Co.,  he  has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  business  and  com¬ 
mercial  activities  of  Ravenwood  and  is  numbered  today  among  the  leading- 
citizens  of  his  section  of  the  county. 

Madison  Goodson  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  on  September  9. 
1844,  and  secured  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  neighborhood 
and  the  Holbrook  Normal  School  of  Lebanon,  Ohio.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Knox  county,  Missouri,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1873,  when  he  located  in  Maryville,  Nodaway  county.  He  had 
been  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Ohio,  and  also  in  Knox  and 
Lewis  counties,  this  state,  and  after  coming  to  Nodaway  county  he  was 
likewise  engaged  for  six  years,  meeting  with  eminent  success  along  that  line 
of  effort.  In  1875  he  came  to  Jackson  township  and  engaged  in  farming,  in 
connection  with  which  he  also  taught  school  four  or  five  years.  His  first 
farm  in  Jackson  township  was  located  two  and  a  half  miles  southwest  of 
Ravenwood,  but  in  1882  he  located  on  a  farm  four  miles  southeast  of  that 
place,  where  he  remained  until  1894.  In  1900  he  bought  the  lumber  business 
formerly  owned  by  E.  W.  Bishop  &  Son,  and  has  since  devoted  his  ener¬ 
gies  to  this  line.  He  carries  a  large  and  complete  stock  of  all  kinds  of 
timber  and  lumber,  and  a  full  line  of  builders’  supplies,  and  he  commands 
his  full  share  of  the  public  patronage,  having  gained  an  enviable  reputation 
because  of  his  sterling  integrity  and  his  upright  business  policy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Goodson  is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  for  many  years  he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
party,  standing  high  in  the  councils  of  his  political  associates.  He  has  sat¬ 
isfactorily  filled  several  offices,  having  been  township  collector,  the  candi¬ 
date  of  his  party  in  1886  for  the  office  of  county  recorder,  served  twice,  in 
1880  and  1890,  as  census  enumerator,  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  for  ten  years  its  secretary.  He  was  the  second  mayor  of 
the  town  of  Ravenwood  and  it  was  he  who  secured  the  incorporation  of 
the  town.  For  several  years  he  was  chairman  of  the  township  Republican 
committee  and  served  on  the  county  central  committee,  having  also  been  a 
delegate  to  a  number  of  conventions  of  his  party.  It  is  thus  seen  that  he 
has  been  a  potential  and  recognized  factor  in  the  political  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Goodson  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  His  membership  in  the  last- 
named  organization  is  consistent  from  the  fact  that  he  enlisted  during  the 
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Civil  war,  in  the  Forty-eighth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  being  at 
that  time  but  sixteen  years  old,  and  he  was  discharged  because  of  his  youth. 
I11  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  Forty-ninth  Ohio  Regiment  and 
served  until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service,  giving  faithful  and 
valiant  service  in  defense  of  Old  Glory. 

In  December,  1868,  Mr.  Goodson  married  S.  A.  Hampton  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely :  Eugene,  a  traveling  salesman, 
living  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri;  Ira  A.,  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the  firm 
of  M.  Goodson  &  Company;  Ruth,  who  was  formerly  a  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Nodaway  county,  but  is  now  in  Colorado;  Grace,  the  wife  of  D. 
M.  Bishop,  a  farmer  near  Ravenwood;  Miss  Frankie  is  at  home.  Ira  A. 
Goodson  was  married  on  December  20,  1899,  to  Harriett  C.  Bentley,  the 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Bentley,  of  Ravenwood,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Glenn,  Catherine  and  Ira,  Jr. 

Personally,  Mr.  Goodson  is  of  a  genial  and  approachable  disposition  and 
easily  makes  friends,  enjoying  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  the  eastern 
part  of  Nodaway  county.  His  splendid  personal  qualities  have  commended 
him  to  the  good  opinion  of  all  who  know  him  and  he  is  rightfully  num¬ 
bered  among  the  representative  men  of  his  township. 


HENRY  ROSS. 

One  of  the  best  known  and  most  enterprising  of  the  merchants  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Nodaway  county  is  Henry  Ross,  of  Ravenwood,  who  was 
born  northwest  of  Guilford,  this  county,  March  15,  1843,  being  perhaps 
the  second  person  born  in  the  county,  Elon  Smith,  of  Jackson  township, 
said  to  be  the  oldest.  He  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  (Rickman) 
Ross,  the  mother  born  in  North  Carolina  and  the  father  in  Ireland.  They 
came  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Platte  county  in  1840,  and  in  1841  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  where  land  could  be  procured  very  cheaply  in  the  Platte 
purchase.  When  Henry  was  but  nine  years  of  age  the  father  died,  when  less 
than  forty  years  of  age,  leaving  a  widow  with  six  small  children,  one  of 
whom  died  soon  afterwards.  Mrs.  Ross  kept  the  children  together  until 
her  death,  January  29,  1862,  one  of  them,  a  daughter,  thirteen  years  old, 
dying  the  day  following  that  of  her  mother’s  burial,  this  leaving  only  two 
children  living,  Robert,  who  lives  in  Ravenwood,  and  Henry  of  this  review; 
Mary  Jane  and  Lafayette  are  deceased.  Mary  Jane  Rickman,  sister  of  Re- 
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becca  Ross,  came  to  this  county  and  lived  with  a  sister  and  was  here  mar¬ 
ried  to  David  Spoonmore,  who  settled  in  Jackson  township  in  1844;  both 
lived  and  died  here.  His  oldest  son  was  Jesse  W.  Ross,  who  now  lives  near 
Ravenwood.  The  mother  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years  and  the 
father  when  about  seventy.  He  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children  by  a 
former  marriage,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  nine  children.  Lafayette  Ross 
died  in  this  county  when  thirty  years  old,  leaving  two  children,  Jesse  and 
Belle.  Wilburn  Rickman  came  to  this  county  and  died  in  Maryville,  where 
his  sons  still  live. 

Henry  Ross,  of  this  review,  worked  out  on  various  farms  in  order  to 
get  a  start  in  life  and  to  assist  in  caring  for  the  family  of  eight  or  ten.  After 
the  death  of  his  mother  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Twelfth  Missouri  Cav¬ 
alry,  for  service  in  the  Union  army,  and  was  with  this  company  till  1866. 
In  1865,  under  command  of  Colonel  Cole,  Second  Missouri  Artillery,  he 
accompanied  his  regiment  on  a  western  expedition.  One  piece  of  the  artillery 
was  abandoned  and  spiked  on  Powder  river.  Joseph  Jackson,  whose  sketch 
appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  'was  a  member  of  the  same  company.  After 
Lee’s  surrender  this  regiment  was  sent  across  the  plains  to  Powder  river 
to  Montana  and  Wyoming,  then  back  to  Ft.  Laramie,  leaving  Omaha.  Ne¬ 
braska,  July  1,  1865,  and  marched  to  Powder  river.  On  April  1,  1866, 
after  constant  marching  and  frequent  fights  with  the  Indians,  in  which  the 
regiment  lost  a  number  of  men,  it  arrived  at  its  destination.  Once  Mr. 
Ross’s  company  was  led  after  some  Indians,  who  cut  them  off  from  the 
main  body  of  troops,  but  after  considerable  trouble  they  managed  to  escape. 
Once  for  a  period  of  thirteen  days  they  had  no  bread,  living  on  meat  alone, 
and  that  mule  meat  most  of  the  time.  During  the  service  Mr.  Ross  con¬ 
tracted  rheumatism  that  has  troubled  him  more  or  less  through  life.  He 
was  discharged  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  April  9,  1866,  and  soon  afterwards 
returned  to  Nodaway  county,  and  for  two  or  three  years  was  not  able  to 
do  much  hard  work.  He  finally  began  farming  in  Jackson  township,  con¬ 
tinuing  until  about  twelve  years  ago,  when  he  moved  to  Ravenwood,  and 
he  is  now  engaged  in  business  with  his  son,  S.  P.  Ross,  under  the  firm 
name  of  the  S.  P.  Ross  Department  Store,  in  this  place,  this  being  his  second 
time  in  the  store,  the  last  firm  having  existed  two  years.  He  has  recently 
sold  his  farm  and  he  has  a  very  pleasant  home  in  Ravenwood.  He  has 
bought  and  sold  several  farms,  two  being  in  Jackson  township,  one  in  Worth 
and  one  in  Gentry  county.  He  has  a  neat  place  of  four  acres  in  Ravenwood. 
Mr.  Ross  served  as  the  first  township  collector  in  Jackson  township,  also 
served  on  the  township  board  and  as  constable.  He  is  a  Republican. 
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Mr.  Ross  was  married  in  1869,  Independence  township,  to  Paulina 
F.  DeShazer,  who  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Iowa.  She  came  to  Nod¬ 
away  county  when  a  child  and  she  was  but  seventeen  years  old  when  she 
married.  They  have  eight  children  living,  two  having  died  in  infancy, 
namely:  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Hurley  Nelson,  of  Jackson  township;  S.  P., 
of  Ravenwood ;  Mary  Ida  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Kessler,  living  in  Kansas ; 
Hattie  is  clerking  in  the  store  of  her  brother,  owning  an  interest  in  the  com¬ 
pany,  being  in  charge  of  the  millinery  department;  Effie  is  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Woodburn,  of  Orrsburg,  Jackson  township;  Grace  is  a  teacher  in  the 
local  public  schools,  having  graduated  here,  also  attended  the  normal  school 
at  Maryville;  Ethel  is  a  student  in  the  local  high  school;  Frank  is  also  in 
high  school,  graduating  with  the  class  of  1910. 

Mr.  Ross  is  a  member  of  the  local  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public,  and  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  although 
not  a  member. 


WILLIAM  WOODHEAD. 

Among  the  citizens  of  the  thriving  little  town  of  Barnard,  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  none  is  held  in  higher  esteem  by  his  fellows  than  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  as  the  caption  to  this  sketch.  During  the 
many  years  he  has  lived  here  his  life  has  been  characterized  by  an  honesty 
of  purpose  and  an  integrity  of  action  that  has  gained  for  him  an  enviable 
standing,  and  is  properly  numbered  among-  the  leading  men  of  his  community. 

William  Woodhead  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  on  the  6th  day  of 
April,  1843.  When  a  boy  he  came  to  America,  accompanied  by  his  par¬ 
ents,  Joseph  and  Rachel  Woodhead,  a  brother,  Alfred,  and  two  sisters,  Mar¬ 
tha  and  Sarah.  They  were  forty-two  days  in  making  the  voyage  across  the 
sea,  which  was  on  a  slow-going  sailing  vessel,  and  much  sea-sickness  was 
experienced  by  the  members  of  the  family.  Joseph  Woodhead  was  a  weaver 
by  trade,  and  upon  landing  in  New  York  city  the  family  came  directly  west 
to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  by  railroad,  thence  by  boat  to  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
and  finally  located  at  American  Fork,  Utah,  William  Woodhead  locating 
near  Malad  City,  Idaho,  At  American  Fork  the  parents  spent  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  days,  the  father  passing  away  in  1865,  an<I  being  survived  many 
years  by  his  companion,  whose  death  occurred  in  1899. 

William  Woodhead  remained  in  Idaho  until  the  age  of  twentv-five 
years,  when  he  and  his  family  joined  a  company  of  emigrants,  their  trans- 
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portation  being  by  means  of  thirty  covered  wagons,  drawn  by  ox  teams. 
When  the  train  reached  Nodaway  county  but  two  families  were  left,  those  of 
John  R.  Evans  and  Mr.  Woodhead,  the  others  having  stopped  and  located 
at  different  points  on  the  way.  With  his  ox  team,  Mr.  Woodhead  hauled 
lumber  from  Savannah  to  Maryville,  before  the  Creston  branch  of  the  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  was  built.  Later  on  he  traded  his  ox  team  to  George 
Swynford  for  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Polk  township,  which  he  subsequently 
sold  and  bought  eighty-seven  acres,  the  land  lying  in  sections  9,  10  and  15, 
near  Barnard.  He  entered  at  Once  upon  the  improvement  and  cultivation 
of  this  land,  and  eventually  developed  it  into  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
township.  He  built  a  good  residence  and  lived  on  this  place  about  twenty 
years.  About  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Woodhead  bought  residence  property  in 
Barnard,  and  since  that  time  has  resided  here.  It  is  a  marked  testimonial 
to  his  standing  among  his  fellow-citizens  that  he  has  been  elected  and  re¬ 
peatedly  re-elected  to  the  offices  of  mayor  of  Barnard  and  justice  of  the 
peace,  being  the  present  incumbent  of  these  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he 
has  continued  to  discharge  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  He 
has  been  active  and  progressive  in  his  attitude  towards  local  improvement, 
and  not  a  little  of  the  prosperity  which  now  characterizes  this  section  of  the 
county  is  directly  due  to  his  influence  and  active  efforts.  A  wonderful  trans¬ 
formation  has  taken  place  in  conditions  during  the  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  his  arrival  here.  In  the  early  days  there  were  no  railroads  here,  no 
churches  and  no  mail  service.  The  humble  tallow  candle  was  the  only  me¬ 
dium  for  light,  as  coal  oil  lamps  had  not  yet  been  introduced  here.  Now, 
no  section  of  the  country  is  more  advanced  in  general  economic  conditions 
than  Nodaway  county,  and  her  people  will  rank  with  those  of  any  other 
section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Woodhead  has  been  married  twice.  While  residing  in  Malad  City, 
Idaho,  he  married  Rachel  Lambert,  of  that  city,  who  died  in  1876.  To  this 
union  were  born  two  sons.  William  and  Joseph.  William  died  in  infancy. 
Joseph  married  Nora  Luller  of  this  county,  and  they  have  four  children, 
Vern,  Cecil,  Mildred  and  Lottie  Ruth.  Cecil  died  in  the  year  1901.  In  1878 
Mr.  Woodhead  married  Sarah  L.  Morris,  of  Andrew  county,  Missouri, 
their  home  being  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  where  they  located  in  1902. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Woodhead  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
Latter-day  Saints,  holding  membership  in  the  church  at  Guilford.  Mrs. 
Woodhead  holds  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Bar¬ 
nard.  In  matters  political,  Mr.  Woodhead  takes  an  independent  attitude, 
voting  for  the  men  he  considers  best  qualified  for  the  offices  they  seek.  He 
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has  been  true  to  his  honest  convictions  in  all  things,  and  his  dealings  with 
others  have  been  characterized  by  a  sense  of  justice  and  square  dealing  which 
have  earned  for  him  the  unbounded  confidence  and  respect  of  all. 


IREBY  EDWARD  WOHLFORD. 

Among  the  energetic  and  progressive  young  farmers  of  Nodaway  county, 
none  enjoys  a  higher  standing  among  his  fellows  than  Irebv  E.  Wohlford,  of 
Grant  township,  where  he  is  assisting  his  father  in  the  operation  of  the  fine 
farm  owned  by  the  latter.  Mr.  Wohlford  is  a  native  son  of  Nodaway 
county,  having  been  born  on  May  14,  1878.  His  father,  Jonathan  Wohlford, 
was  born  in  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  November  6,  1834,  and  his 
mother,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Jobe,  was  a  daughter  of  I.  S. 
Jobe,  a  respected  citizen  of  this  county,  their  marriage  having  occurred  in  the 
spring  of  1856.  The  father,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  left  his  native  state 
accompanying  his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  to  Stephenson 
county,  Illinois,  where  they  bought  a  farm.  In  1855,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  Jonathan  Wohlford  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought  the  farm  on 
which  the  family  now  resides.  This  farm  comprised  four  hundred  acres 
and  other  acreage  has  since  been  added  to  this.  In  many  respects  this  farm 
has  long  been  numbered  among  the  very  best  in  Nodaway  county,  being 
highly  improved  and  very  productive,  the  latter  fact  being  due  to  the  prac¬ 
tical  and  intelligent  direction  given  to  its  operation.  In  1868  Mr.  Wohlford 
erected  on  this  farm  one  of  the  finest  and  most  attractive  residences  in  the 
county.  Considering  the  fact  that  Mr.  Wohlford  started  in  life  on  his  own 
account  with  a  total  cash  capital  of  but  one  hundred  dollars,  his  success  re¬ 
flects  upon  him  the  greatest  credit.  Untiring  energy,  good  management  and 
strict  economv  were  the  kevnotes  which  gained  for  him  this  success  and  he 
occupies  an  enviable  standing  in  the  communtiy.  Mr.  Wohlford’s  patriotic 
sentiments  were  aroused  at  the  inception  of  the  Civil  war  and  he  enlisted  in 
the  Missouri  state  troops,  with  which  he  did  valiant  service  in  defense  of  the 
national  integrity. 

To  Jonathan  and  Sarah  Wohlford  have  been  born  six  children,  namely: 
Mary,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  John  S.  Perkins,  and  she  had  children,  Es- 
tella,  deceased,  John  K.,  Averia,  Carl,  Katie,  Eva,  deceased ;  Samuel  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Jelina  Blakely,  and  second  to  Corrella  Lyons,  and  he  is 
the  father  of  the  following  children,  Maud,  Margie,  Robert,  Walter,  Nellie, 
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Annis,  Earl,  Jeane  and  Ruth  and  Samuel,  deceased;  William  D.  married 
Elsie  Conlin,  and  they  have  seven  children,  Edith,  Jesse,  Mamie,  Eddie  and 
Ova,  Harrold,  deceased,  Jonathan,  deceased;  George  C.  married  Nannie 
Thompson  and  their  children  are  Claude,  John,  Annabelle,  Goldie,  Charles. 
Mabel,  Glenn,  Norma  and  Rena;  Lenora  E.  is  the  wife  of  Marion  Ankrum; 
Ireby  E.  The  latter,  who  has  remained  with  his  parents,  received  a  good  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools,  and  is  giving  his  best  efforts  to  the  management 
of  his  father’s  farm.  He  is  a  young  man  of  energy,  ability  and  good  habits 
and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  him.  In  his  work  he  has  shown  a  capability 
and  capacity  for  successful  farming  that  speaks  well  for  his  future  career  in 
this  basic  profession. 

Politically,  Jonathan  YVohl ford  has  always  been  aligned  with  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  has  taken  an  active  and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs, 
and,  though  not  a  seeker  after  office,  he  has  been  at  different  times  prevailed 
upon  to  serve  in  official  capacities,  in  which  he  gave  eminent  satisfaction  to 
the  voters  of  the  township.  He  is  a  man  of  broad  ideas  and  sound  business 
judgment  and  is  numbered  among  the  representative  men  of  his  county. 


JOHN  C.  CURNUTT. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Missouri  who  have  had  an  active  part  in  the 
business  and  agricultural  affairs  of  Nodaway  county  must  be  numbered  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  in  Grant  township. 
He  is  descended  from  worthy  pioneer  stock  and  has  been  an  eye-witness  of 
the  wonderful  development  which  has  transformed  this  section  of  the  country 
from  a  wilderness  to  one  of  the  most  advanced  and  progressive  sections  of 
this  great  commonwealth. 

Mr.  Curnutt  was  born  on  December  29,  1843.  in  Platte  county,  Missouri, 
and  is  a  son  of  Preston  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Campbell)  Curnutt.  The  father 
and  mother  were  both  natives  of  the  state  of  Tennessee,  the  former  born  on 
October  13,  1818,  and  the  latter  on  December  24,  1818.  They  were  reared 
and  married  in  their  native  state  and  in  1839  they  came  to  Platte  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  they  remained  until  1844,  when  they  came  to  Nodaway  countv. 
The  father  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  14  and 
began  the  improvement  of  a  farm,  but  his  labors  were  cut  short  by  his  death, 
at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  Preston  Curnutt  was  an  intelligent 
and  well  educated  man  and  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  both  Platte  and 
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Nodaway  counties,  among  his  pupils  in  this  county  having  been  Judge  Myers, 
who  paid  his  tuition  with  a  hive  of  bees.  Elizabeth  Curnutt  died  in  1890,  at 
the  home  of  her  son.  in  Barnard.  To  these  parents  were  born  four  children, 
Pheriba  ].,  Thomas  J.,  William  and  John  C..  of  which  number  only  the  two 
last  named  are  living,  William  being  a  resident  of  Barnard,  where  he  is 
identified  with  the  Farmers’  Co-operative  Lumber  Company. 

John  C.  Curnutt  was  but  a  lad  when  his  father  died  and  he  was  reared 
by  his  widowed  mother,  receiving  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools, 
the  school  house  which  he  attended  having  stood  where  his  present  residence 
now  stands,  the  building  having  been  also  used  for  church  purposes.  After 
his  marriage,  in  1865,  he  remained  a  year  with  his  mother,  then  moved  to 
Buchanan  county,  moving  again  soon  afterwards  to  Johnson  county,  this 
state,  and  then  back  to  Buchanan  county.  I11  1873  Mr.  Curnutt  returned  to 
Nodaway  county  and  for  several  years  engaged  in  the  operation  of  rented 
land  with  fair  success.  In  1880  he  moved  to  Barnard  and  engaged  in  the  drug 
business,  with  which  he  was  identified  for  fifteen  years,  and  then,  in  1894.  he 
bought  eighty-two  and  a  half  acres  of  land  in  section  13.  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  has  here  been  engaged  in  general  farming  and  his  efforts 
have  been  rewarded  with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  In  1895  he  erected  a 
comfortable  and  attractive  residence  and  in  other  ways  the  place  has  been 
permanently  and  substantially  improved,  he  being  now  numbered  among  the 
leading  farmers  of  Grant  township. 

Mr.  Curnutt  has  been  married  twice.  On  January  8,  1865.  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Louisa  M.  Patton,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Lucinda  Patton,  of 
this  county,  whose  farm  was  a  part  of  that  now  owned  by  Mr.  Curnutt.  Mrs. 
Curnutt  died  on  May  4.  1872.  and  on  September  30.  1885.  Mr.  Curnutt  mar¬ 
ried  Margaret  A.  Conlin,  the  daughter  of  Francis  and  Dorothy  J.  Conlin,  who 
were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Nodaway  county  and  in  whose  family  were 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  married  in  this  county.  Mr.  Conlin  saw  military 
service  during  the  Civil  war.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curnutt  were  born  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Grace  Agnes,  deceased;  Elizabeth  J.,  the  wife  of  Clyde  Turner; 
Hazel,  Ruth  and  Thelma  M.,  who  remain  at  home  and  are  attending  school  at 
Barnard. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Curnutt  has  given  a  stanch  support  to  the  Democratic 
party  and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  local  public  affairs,  having  served  two 
terms  as  township  trustee,  collector  of  taxes  and  school  director.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Barnard,  to  which  they 
give  an  earnest  support.  Mr.  Curnutt  enjoys  a  splendid  reputation  through¬ 
out  the  community  because  of  his  high  character  and  the  stand  he  has  always 
taken  for  the  best  interests  of  Grant  township. 
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JOHN  A.  C.  GOFF. 

It  is  proper  to  judge  of  the  success  and  the  status  of  a  man's  life  by  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens.  After  a  long  course 
of  years  of  daily  observation  it  would  be  out  of  the  question  for  his  neigh¬ 
bors  not  to  know  his  worth,  because,  as  has  been  said,  “Actions  speak  louder 
than  words.”  In  this  county  there  is  nothing  heard  concerning  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  but  good  words.  He  has  passed  so  many  years  here  that  his 
worth  is  well  known,  but  it  will  be  of  interest  to  run  over  the  busy  events 
in  his  life  in  these  pages. 

John  A.  C.  Goff  was  born  on  January  20,  1845,  in  Hamilton  county, 
Illinois,  and  is  a  son  of  John  R.  and  Sarah  M.  (Edwards)  Goff.  The  for¬ 
mer  was  born  in  Green  county,  Kentucky,  March  26,  1812,  and  the  latter 
in  Barren  county,  the  same  state,  on  September  1,  1816.  The  subject’s 
paternal  grandfather,  Nathan  Goff,  of  Kentucky,  lived  to  the  remarkable  age 
of  ninety-nine  years.  John  R.  and  Sarah  Goff  were  reared  in  their  native 
state,  and  were  married  there.  In  1838  they  moved  to  Illinois,  where  they 
resided  in  various  localities,  the  father  having  bought  and  sold  a  number  of 
farms.  Eventually  they  located  on  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Kogan  county,  that  state,  where  they  spent  their  remaining  days,  the  mother 
dying  on  January  29,  1885,  and  the  father  on  May  30,  1890.  John  R.  Goff 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  followed  this  occupation  for  many  years,  until 
he  turned  his  entire  attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising,  in  which  he  met 
with  fair  success.  He  served  a  number  of  years  as  a  commissioner  of  Logan 
county,  and  in  the  Christian  church  he  was  an  elder  for  many  years.  He  was 
a  good  man  and  greatly  devoted  to  his  family.  John  R.  and  Sarah  Goff 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  which  number  five  are  living,  namely : 
Emma  A.,  Edward  H.,  William  R.,  John  A.,  James  A.,  Elizabeth  H.,  Milton 
C.,  Isaac  T.,  Charles  C.  and  Mary  S. 

John  A.  C.  Goff  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  paternal  farmstead,  and 
received  a  good  common  school  education.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war  he  and  his  brothers,  Edward  H.  and  William  R.,  volunteered  in  defense 
of  their  country,  the  two  latter  serving  three  years  each  and  John  A.  C. 
one  hundred  days  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
third  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  Mr.  Goff,  while  taking  part  in 
no  heavy  battles,  was  in  a  number  of  skirmishes,  and  did  his  full  duty  as  far 
as  opportunity  offered.  After  his  marriage,  in  1870,  Mr.  Goff  commenced 
operations  on  his  own  account  on  a  leased  farm  in  Illinois,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  five  years,  then  went  to  Kansas  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
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acres  of  land.  Four  years  later  he  sold  this  place  and  returned  to  Illinois, 
remaining  there  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  located  in  White  Cloud  township,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land. 
Fie  has  been  prospered  in  his  efforts  here,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be  found  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  Fie  is  now  residing  in  his  attractive  residence  in  the  beautiful  little 
town  of  Barnard,  though  he  still  retains  the  home  farm  and  directs  its 
operations.  His  life  has  been  characterized  by  industry,  perseverance  and 
correct  methods,  so  that  his  success  has  been  fairly  earned.  The  farm 
property  is  well  improved  in  every  respect  and  is  a  source  of  good  income 
to  its  owner. 

On  December  1,  1870,  Mr.  Goff  married  Jane  Wilson,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Chesser)  Wilson,  of  Illinois.  The  latter's  mother 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Goff  have  been  born  the  following  children:  Charles  E.,  born  September 
15,  1871,  married  Edna  Crawford,  and  they  have  two  children,  Leon  and 
Gladys;  James  T.,  born  February  28,  1876,  who,  after  graduating  from  a 
business, college  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  became  cashier  and  director  of  the  Arkoe 
Bank,  married  Ora  Melvin;  Ida  A.,  born  April  20,  1879,  who  became  the 
wife  of  W.  E.  Thompson,  is  the  mother  of  three  children,  Ross  E.,  Bessie 
Margaret  and  Russell ;  Mr.  Thompson  is  cashier  of  the  Nashua  Bank,  at 
Nashua,  Missouri;  Edith  L.,  born  May  7,  1883,  is  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Fan- 
non,  and  they  have  two  children,  Alice  V.  and  Gannice  May. 

Politically,  Mr.  Goff  has  always  given  his  support  to  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  in  no 
sense  an  office-seeker.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Arkoe  Bank,  of  this  town¬ 
ship.  Religiously,  he  and  the  members  of  his  family  are  identified  with 
the  Christian  church  at  Barnard,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and  gen¬ 
erous  support.  Mr.  Goff  gives  his  support  to  every  worthy  cause,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  leading  men  of  his  township. 


SAMUEL  J.  SMITH. 

In  the  daily  laborious  struggle  for  an  honorable  competence  and  a  solid 
career,  there  is  little  to  attract  the  casual  reader  in  search  of  a  sensational 
chapter;  but  to  a  mind  thoroughly  awake  to  the  reality  and  meaning  of  hu¬ 
man  existence  there  are  noble  and  imperishable  lessons  in  the  career  of  an 
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individual  who,  with  clear  head,  strong  arm  and  true  heart,  directed  and 
controlled  by  correct  principles  and  unerring  judgment,  conquers  adversity, 
and,  toiling  on,  finally  wins,  not  only  pecuniary  independence,  but,  what  is 
far  greater  and  higher,  the  deserved  respect  and  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  his  active  years  have  been  spent. 

Samuel  Smith  is  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  having  first 
seen  the  light  of  day  here  on  September  15,  1859.  He  is  a  son  of  Jackson 
and  Marian  (Brown)  Smith,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  the  latter 
of  Clinton  county,  Missouri.  They  are  both  now  deceased,  the  father  hav¬ 
ing  died  on  January  30,  1888,  and  the  mother  in  February,  1908.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  Jackson  Smith  came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  and 
took  employment  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1865  he  came  to  Nodaway  county  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  farm  land,  for  which  he  paid  ten  dollars  an  acre. 
There  was  a  house  on  the  land  and  some  minor  improvements  otherwise, 
and  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  in  which  he  met  with,  a 
fair  measure  of  success.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  was  employed 
at  this  work  when  not  engaged  in  his  farm  work.  Five  years  after  coming 
here  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  at  five  dol¬ 
lars  an  acre,  and  six  months  later  he  sold  half  the  land  for  ten  dollars  an 
acre.  When  he  died  he  owned  three  hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  with  a  com¬ 
fortable  home,  the  entire  property  being  well  improved.  His  widow  re¬ 
mained  on  the  home  ten  years  after  his  death,  and  then  moved  to  Barnard, 
where  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her  days.  At  her  death  she  was  laid  be¬ 
side  her  husband  in  the  cemetery  at  Graham.  They  were  members  of  the 
Church  of  Christ  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  them.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  namely:  Sarah, 
Samuel  J.,  Benjamin  F.,  Mary,  John  W.,  Selvina,  Alice  and  James,  both  de¬ 
ceased. 

Samuel  J.  Smith  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  home  farm  and  secured 
a  good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools.  On  attaining  mature 
years  he  farmed  his  father's  farm  for  a  short  time,  and  then  bought  eighty 
acres  of  unimproved  land,  for  which  the  consideration  was  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  Mr.  Smith  had  but  fifty  dollars  to  pay  on  the  purchase  price,  but 
he  was  energetic  and  ambitious  and  he  went  to  work  with  a  will  to  improve 
the  land  and  get  it  into  cultivation.  He  built  a  small  frame  house,  into 
which  he  moved,  and  such  was  his  success  and  so  well  satisfied  was  he 
with  the  conditions  and  outlook  that  in  less  than  a  year  he  bought  forty  acres 
adjoining,  and  within  three  years  he  had  discharged  his  entire  indebtedness. 
This  was  a  testimonial  to  the  productiveness  of  Nodaway  county  soil, — but 
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it  was  more  than  that :  It  was  evidence  of  the  qualities  that  entered  into 
the  young  man’s  makeup  and  which  gave  promise  of  his  future  success.  He 
carried  on  his  operations  with  continued  success  and  added  to  his  possessions 
from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  two  splendid  farms,  one  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  and  another  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  four 
hundred  acres  altogether,  each  of  which  contains  a  good  residence  and  is 
otherwise  thoroughly  improved  and  productive.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
some  good  farm  land  in  Texas.  He  lives  in  a  comfortable  and  attractive 
residence  in  the  town  of  Barnard,  going  back  and  forth  to  his  farms,  and 
a  number  of  men  are  employed  in  the  operation  of  the  same.  Mr.  Smith  is 
one  of  the  principal  stockholders  in  the  Barnard  State  Bank  and  has  served 
as  its  president  for  many  years,  much  of  the  success  which  has  attended  the 
institution  being  due  to  his  good  business  judgment  and  favorable  influence. 

On  December  25,  1879,  Mr,  Smith  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Clare,  the  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Clare,  natives  of  Kentucky 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Andrew  county,  Missouri.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  have  become  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely :  Mariam 
Alice,  born  July  11,  1881,  is  the  wife  of  Morgan  Kling  and  they  have  one 
child,  Jesse;  George  W.,  born  in  1883;  Thomas  Jackson,  born  September 
16,  1885,  employed  in  the  Commerce  Trust  Company,  Kansas  City,  married 
Elizabeth  Hilton;  Jesse  Oren,  bom  November  3,  1886,  died  January  10, 
1887;  Myrtle,  born  April  1,  1888,  married  George  Adams,  a  farmer,  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Kenneth  ;  Mary  Florence,  born  September 
1,  1890,  is  the  wife  of  Leonard  Mendenhall,  a  farmer. 

Politically,  Mr.  Smith  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party, 
though  not  an  office  seeker.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  holding  membership  in  the  blue  lodge  at  Bar¬ 
nard.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  of  which  her  hus¬ 
band  is  an  attendant  and  to  which  he  contributes  liberally.  Mr.  Smith 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  business  men  of  his 
township  and  because  of  his  long  residence  here  he  is  widely  known,  being- 
regarded  as  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  community. 


MARTIN  V.  BAKER. 

Among  those  citizens  of  Nodaway  county  who  have  had  an  important 
part  in  advancing  its  material  prosperity  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
owns  a  fine  farm  in  Grant  township,  where  he  is  widely  known  and  highly 
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respected.  Mr.  Baker  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  having  been  born  in 
Daviess  county  on  November  7,  1836.  He  is  a  son  of  Losson  and  Priscilla 
(Rama)  Baker,  the  former  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  born  on  June  n, 
1805,  who  came  to  Missouri  in  1819,  and  the  latter  born  in  Kentucky  on 
December  10,  1807,  coming  to  Missouri  in  1815.  They  were  married  in 
Clay  county,  Missouri,  in  1828,  after  which  event  they  went  to  Clinton 
county  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land.  Subsequently  they  sold  that  and 
moved  to  Daviess  county,  where  they  bought  land  and  made  their  home  for 
several  years.  In  the  spring  of  1837  they  sold  their  home  there  and  went 
to  Platte  county,  where  they  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land.  Here  they  built  a  house  and  improved  a  good  farm,  on  which  they 
made  their  home  for  nine  years.  Later  they  sold  this  farm  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  in  Andrew  county,  which  was  afterwards 
traded  for  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  part  of  which  was  im¬ 
proved,  in  Nodaway  county.  Here  the  father  spent  his  remaining  years,  his 
death  occurring  on  April  14,  1870.  The  mother  remained  on  the  home  farm 
a  number  of  years  and  then  made  her  home  with  her  son,  Martin  V.,  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  1886.  Both  were  buried  in  the  family  burial 
ground  on  the  farm  where  they  spent  the  closing  years  of  their  life.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Elizabeth,  Nathan,  Christopher 
C.,  Alary  J.,  John  W.  and  Rachel,  all  of  whom  are  living  excepting  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  Andrew.  Losson  Baker  was  a  good  business  man  and  a  successful 
farmer  and,  while  not  a  member  of  any  church,  gave  his  support  and  finan¬ 
cial  help  to  the  Methodist  church. 

Martin  V.  Baker  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father  and  se¬ 
cured  his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  day.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  serving  in  the 
state  troops  for  two  and  a  half  years  and  one  year  in  the  United  States 
army.  He  was  commissioned  second  lieutenant  of  Company  K,  Forty-third 
Regiment  Missouri  Infantry,  with  which  command  he  remained  until  receiv¬ 
ing  his  honorable  discharge  on  June  30,  1865.  He  was  a  valiant  soldier 
and  took  part  in  a  number  of  hotly  contested  engagements  and  many  minor 
skirmishes. 

In  the  fall  after  leaving  the  army  Mr.  Baker  was  married  and  be¬ 
gan  his  married  life  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  which  he 
had  bought  in  section  11,  Grant  township,  and  for  which  he  paid  ten  dollars 
an  acre.  He  was  prospered  in  his  efforts  and  added  to  this  purchase  until  he 
became  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  He  erected  one  of  the 
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best  residences  in  Nodaway  county  and  in  other  ways  maintained  his  farm 
at  a  high  standard  of  excellence.  He  followed  general  farming  and  stock 
raising  and  acquired  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  the 
county.  It  is  said  that  no  man  in  the  township  is  better  known  nor  none  more 
highly  respected  than  he.  He  is  public  spirited,  generous  and  kind-hearted 
and  withholds  his  support  from  no  movement  having  for  its  object  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  community’s  best  interests. 

About  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Baker  had  a  very  narrow  escape  from  death. 
He  descended  into  a  well  to  sink  a  tile  and  when  twelve  feet  from  the  top 
the  stone  wall  fell  in  on  him,  completely  covering  him.  Two  men  who  were 
helping  him  gave  the  alarm  and  practically  every  able-bodied  man  in  Bar¬ 
nard  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  man  so  well  known  and  liked  by  them  all. 
The  work  of  removing  the  stone  was  slow  and  laborious  and  had  not  pro¬ 
gressed  far  when  a  weak  voice  was  heard  from  below,  saying,  “I'm  alive, 
boys,  but  I  don’t  know  how  long  I  can  stand  this  torture.”  It  was  more  than 
two  hours  before  he  was  released  from  his  perilous  situation.  Several  ribs 
were  broken  and  his  face  and  head  badly  cut,  but  he  felt  glad  to  escape  with 
his  life. 

On  September  io,  1865,  Mr.  Baker  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary 
M.  Jobe,  the  daughter  of  Iraby  S.  and  Mary  (Chilton)  Jobe,  the  former 
having  been  a  veteran  of  the  Black  Hawk  war.  No  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  but  out  of  the  kindness  of  their  hearts  they 
have  served  as  foster  parents  to  several  children.  Among  these  were  twins, 
William  T.  and  Sadie  Thompson,  who  they  took  at  the  age  of  six  years  and 
who  remained  with  them  until  their  marriages.  William  H.  married  Ida 
Jobe,  and  they  had  two  children,  Charlie  and  Bessie.  The  father  of  these 
children  died  and  their  mother  now  makes  her  home  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baker.  Charlie  Thompson  graduated  from  a  business  college  and  is  now 
a  railroad  operator.  Sadie  Thompson  became  the  wife  of  John  E.  Sneider, 
who  owns  and  operates  a  farm  adjoining  Mr.  Baker,  and  they  have  six  chil¬ 
dren,  Martin  V.,  Lowell,  Ruth,  Mary,  Opal  and  John.  Others  who  found 
homes  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  were  Hattie  Gary,  Addie  Pickard,  Malissa 
Hollenbeck  and  Jennie  Hollenbeck,  each  of  whom  remained  with  their  fos¬ 
ter  parents  and  were  treated  as  members  of  the  family  until  their  marriage 
to  worthy  young  men  and  the  establishment  of  homes  of  their  own. 

Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  support.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  Barnard  Lodge,  No.  282,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
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JOHN  C.  GOFORTH. 

If  one  desires  to  gain  a  vivid  realization  of  the  rapid  advance  in  the 
civilization  which  the  last  few  decades  have  brought,  he  can  listen  to  the 
stories  that  men  who  are  still  living  among  us  can  tell  of  their  early  experi¬ 
ences  when  the  country  was  new  and  social  conditions  in  this  part  of  Mis¬ 
souri  were  in  their  formative  period:  Conspicuous  among  these  veterans 
of  the  past  is  the  highly  respected  citizen  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  career 
the  following  lines  are  devoted. 

John  C.  Goforth  was  born  November  14,  1839,  in  Clark  county,  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (Rhodes)  Goforth.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  William  Goforth,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky  and  moved  to 
Clark  county,  Indiana,  in  the  early  settlement  of  that  state.  In  that  locality 
the  subject's  father  was  reared  and  married  and  in  1842  he  came  to  Noda¬ 
way  county,  Missouri,  and  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  23,  on 
which  he  built  a  log  house  and  entered  at  once  on  the  task  of  improving  and 
developing  a  farm.  He  was  an  expert  carpenter  by  trade  and  also  owned  and 
operated  a  sawmill  on  his  farm.  He  ran  the  mill  and  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  number  of  years  and  acquired  a  good  reputation  on  account  of  the 
high  class  of  his  work.  He  took  much  pride  in  his  work  and  was  kept  bus¬ 
ily  employed  during  his  active  years.  He  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  and  the  original  log  house  was  replaced  by 
a  comfortable  and  attractive  frame  residence.  He  was  fifty-eight  years  old 
at  the  time  of  his  death  and  was  survived  five  years  by  his  widow,  both  be¬ 
ing  interred  in  the  Jackson  graveyard  in  this  county.  .Mrs.  Goforth  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church  and  Mr.  Goforth  was  a  Republican  in  poli¬ 
tics.  They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  Adam,  Martha,  Caroline, 
Mary,  George,  Jane,  John  D.,  Rebecca,  Vina,  Francis,  Ephraim,  James  H. 
and  John  C.,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  excepting  the  five  last  named. 

John  C.  Goforth  remained  with  his  parents  until  attaining  his  majority 
and  received  a  good  common  school  education.  When  twenty-two  years  old 
he  volunteered  his  services  and  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty-fifth  Regi¬ 
ment  Missouri  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Dill.  At  the  battle 
of  Shiloh  he  was  taken  sick  and  spent  the  two  following  months  in  a  hos¬ 
pital  at  St.  Louis,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
sent  home. 

On  his  recovery  to  health  Mr.  Goforth  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
land  which  he  owned  in  Grant  township  and  also  engaged  in  the  sawmill 
business  for  three  years.  His  farm,  located  in  section  26,  required  his  at- 
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tention,  however,  and  he  thereafter  devoted  himself  to  it.  He  was  successful 
in  his  efforts  and  carried  on  a  general  line  of  farming,  in  addition  to  which 
he  also  gave  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  which  also 
proved  to  be  a  profitable  source  of  income.  A  few  years  ago  he  sold  his 
farm  and  is  now  eligibly  located  on  a  farm  adjoining  the  town  of  Barnard 
on  the  north,  where  he  has  a  very  attractive  home.  He  is  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  everything  about  his  place  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of 
method  and  system,  everything  being  kept  in  the  best  possible  condition  and 
everything  in  its  place.  His  has  been  a  busy  life  and  his  efforts  have  been 
rewarded  with  a  due  measure  of  success. 

Mr.  Goforth  was  married,  on  March  15,  1866,  to  Mary  Smith,  the 
daughter  of  Elijah  and  Susana  (  Cooper)  Smith,  of  Andrew  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children:  William  H.,  who 
married  Mary  Lucas  and  they  have  eleven  children,  Emmett,  Ethel,  Hugh, 
Robert,  Dale,  Don,  Hazel,  Homer,  Florence  and  Chester;  James  E.  married 
Ora  Hagan  and  they  have  six  children,  Myrtle,  Lowell,  Veldren,  Robert, 
Homer  and  Charles  F.,  the  latter  being  deceased ;  Myrtie  became  the  wife 
of  Edward  Tift  and  they  have  one  child,  Charles  E. ;  Etta  B.  is  the  wife  of 
Willis  Hazelwood  and  they  have  three  children,  Ovilla,  Loretta  and  Mary 
Catherine ;  Maud  M.  became  the  wife  of  George  Sell  and  they  have  two 
children,  Vilas  and  Hildred;  Grace  P.  is  an  accomplished  young  lady  who 
graduated  from  the  Barnard  schools  and  is  now  attending  a  music  school 
at  Maryville. 

Politically  Mr.  Goforth  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  served  several 
terms  as  a  school  director,  having  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  educa¬ 
tional  affairs.  Religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of 
Christ,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  support.  Mr.  Goforth  stands  “four 
square  to  every  wind  that  blows”  and  because  of  his  high  character  and  per¬ 
sonal  worth  he  is  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 


RAFFAIL  P.  NELSON. 

Success  in  this  life  comes  to  the  deserving.  It  is  an  axiom  demonstrated 
by  all  human  experience,  that  a  man  gets  out  of  this  life  what  he  puts  into  it, 
plus  a  reasonable  interest  on  the  investment,  and  the  man  who  starts  in  the 
world  unaided  and  by  sheer  force  of  will,  controlled  by  correct  principles, 
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forges  ahead  and  at  length  reaches  a  position  of  honor  among  his  fellow 
citizens,  achieves  success  such  as  cannot  be  understood  by  those  who  have 
not  been  compelled  to  toil  for  what  they  have.  To  a  considerable  extent  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  creditable  representative  of  the  class  first  named, 
a  class  which  has  furnished  much  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  and 
added  to  the  stability  of  our  government  and  its  institutions. 

Raffail  P.  Nelson  was  born  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1836,  in  Camp¬ 
bell  county,  eastern  Tennessee,  and  is  a  son  of  Pulaski  and  Marina  (Cooper) 
Nelson.  These  parents  spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native  state,  the  fa¬ 
ther  dying  in  1836  and  the  mother  in  1858.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  schools  of  his  home  community  and  when 
eighteen  years  of  age  accompanied  his  brother  and  family  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  the  long  and  tiresome  overland  trip  being  made  in  a  covered  wagon, 
drawn  by  oxen,  the  year  of  their  arrival  here  being  1856.  His  brother  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  of  fever  after  eleven  months  of 
service.  Mr.  Nelson  and  his  brother  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
for  which  they  paid  four  and  a  half  dollars  an  acre  and  they  proceeded  at 
once  to  break  the  sod,  using  four  yoke  of  oxen,  and  they  lived  in  a  tent  until 
they  could  build  a  cabin  home.  In  1859  Mr.  Nelson  built  a  comfortable 
frame  house.  He  has  always  devoted  his  efforts  assiduously  to  the  culti¬ 
vation  of  the  soil  and  the  raising  of  livestock,  in  both  of  which  lines  he  met 
with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success,  cattle  being  his  specialty.  He  now 
owns  the  same  farm  on  which  he  began  his  married  life,  though  for  several 
years  he  has  resided  in  Barnard,  where  he  owns  a  fine  residence  property, 
though  he  still  gives  attention  to  his  farming  interests. 

Mr.  Nelson  married  Sarah  E.  Sharp,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Rebecca 
(Graves)  Sharp,  of  this  county  and  parents  of  a  large  family,  the  father 
having  been  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Nelson  have  become  the  parents  of  seven  children,  namely:  Rena  is  the  wife 
of  William  Wilson,  a  druggist  at  Guilford,  this  state,  and  they  have  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Lula;  Harriett  is  the  wife  of  Preston  Curnutt,  a  successful  farmer  and 
tax  collector  of  Grant  township,  and  they  have  eight  children,  Pearl,  Lula, 
Raymond,  William,  James,  John,  Margaret  and  Elden;  Belle,  who  is  de¬ 
ceased,  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools;  Alvin  P.,  who  is  a  graduate  of 
the  normal  school  at  Warrensburg,  and  is  now'  principal  of  the  public  schools 
at  Headrick,  Oklahoma,  married  Pearl  McCracken,  also  a  graduate  of  the 
normal  at  Warrensburg,  and  they  had  one  child,  Mildred,  deceased;  Lula, 
wife  of  J.  M.  Boadbent,  graduated  from  the  normal  school  at  Warrens- 
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burg,  and  was  afterwards  principal  of  the  schools  at  Barnard,  this  county, 
and  Oronogo,  Jasper  county;  Clemma  is  the  wife  of  William  Patton,  of  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Leland  and 
Merrill;  Ernest,  a  farmer,  married  Myrtie  Westfall,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Esther. 

Mr.  Nelson  has  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  local  public  affairs, 
particularly  as  relating  to  educational  matters,  and  for  the  long  period  of 
thirty  years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  giving  efficient  serv¬ 
ice  and  doing  much  to  advance  educational  interests.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South,  of  which  he  has  served 
as  trustee  for  fourteen  years,  and  he  donated  six  hundred  dollars  to  the 
building  of  the  present  church  building.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  quali¬ 
fications  and  his  word  has  never  been  questioned,  his  integrity  in  all  things 
being  well  known.  He  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  and  is  well  liked  by 
all. 


MILTON  RAY  HAYS. 

In  Monroe  township  are  to  be  found  some  of  the  best  farms  and  most 
progressive  and  enterprising  farmers  in  Nodaway  county,  and  in  this  class 
must  be  numbered  Milton  R.  Hays,  wdiose  splendid  and  well  cultivated  farm, 
four  miles  west  of  Skidmore,  is  maintained  at  a  high  standard  of  agricul¬ 
tural  excellence.  Mr.  Hays  is  widely  known  because  of  his  success  as  a 
farmer  and  is  well  liked  because  of  his  splendid  personal  qualities  and  genu¬ 
ine  worth. 

Mr.  Hays  was  born  at  Burr  Oak  Grove,  this  county,  on  August  2, 
1871,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Laura  A.  (Young)  Hays.  James  T.  Hays 
was  born  near  Blandinsville,  McDonough  county.  Illinois,  April  4,  1838,  a 
son  of  Thomas  R.  Hays,  a  native  of  Washington  county,  Kentucky,  and  a 
grandson  of  Hillory  Hays,  a  native  of  Virginia.  In  1859  James  T.  Hays 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
where  they  located  on  a  farm  four  miles  west  of  Skidmore.  When  he  at¬ 
tained  his  legal  majority  he  began  farming  on  his  own  account  and  he  re¬ 
mained  devoted  to  this  line  of  work,  with  gratifying  success,  until  about 
sixteen  years  ago,  when  he  gave  up  active  labor  and  removed  to  Maryville, 
where  he  now  resides.  For  a  short  time  he  was  interested  in  a  farm  near 
that  town,  and  then  for  about  seven  months  he  was  engaged  in  the  milling 
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business.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  took  the  agency  for  the  Page  Woven 
Wire  Fence  Company,  which  he  conducted  with  marked  success,  though, 
because  of  ill  health,  he  is  not  now  covering  as  much  territory  as  formerly. 
He  is  also  to  some  extent  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Maryville, 
in  which  he  is  fairly  successful.  Mr.  Hays  married  Laura  A.  Young,  the 
daughter  of  Milton  and  Mary  J.  (Richardson)  Young,  her  birth  having  oc¬ 
curred  near  Hillsboro,  Highland  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays  became 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Nellie,  wife  of  William  A.  Argo,  of 
Burr  Oak  Grove,  this  county;  Milton  R.,  aiso  of  Burr  Oak  Grove,  and 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch;  Eddie  C.,  of  Hooker  county,  Nebraska; 
Pearl  C.,  of  near  Skidmore,  this  county;  Elvira  B.,  of  near  DuQuoin.  Illi¬ 
nois;  Hermione  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years;  J.  T.,  of  Hooker,  Nebras¬ 
ka;  Laura  L.,  at  home;  Willie  and  Samuel  died  in  infancy. 

Milton  R.  Hays  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  the  neighborhood  Where  he 
was  born,  and  his  preliminary  education  was  obtained  in  the  common  schools, 
being  supplemented  by  studies  at  the  Maryville  Seminary,  where  he  was 
graduated  and  received  a  diploma  in  1892.  In  March,  1893,  his  parents 
removed  to  Maryville,  and  during  that  summer  the  subject  lived  on  the 
farm  of  his  uncle,  John  G.  Hays.  He  then  rejoined  the  family  in  Maryville, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1896  he  returned  to  the  old  home  farm,  four  miles  west 
of  Skidmore,  in  Monroe  township,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has 
given  wise  direction  to  his  farming  operations  and  his  efforts  have  been  re¬ 
warded  with  a  gratifying  measure  of  success.  The  farm  is  well  improved 
and,  under  the  careful  tending  of  Mr.  Hays,  it  has  produced  splendid  crops 
annually. 

On  February  15.  1899,  Mr.  Hays  married  Alice  Knepper,  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Hiram  and  Fredericka  (Stull)  Knepper.  She  was  born  in  Ogle 
county,  Illinois,  and  came  to  Missouri  with  her  parents  when  she  was  about 
two  years  old.  They  located  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Atchison  county, 
where  her  father  soon  bought  a  farm  and  it  has  been  the  family  home  ever 
since.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hays  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namelv :  Hol¬ 
lis  Richardson,  Hermione,  Opal  Pauline  and  Victor  Raymond :  Guy  Eldon 
and  Merril  Owen  died  in  infancy. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Hays  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  religiously,  he  and  his 
wife  are  earnest  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they 
give  a  generous  support.  Mr.  Hays  possesses  a  genial  disposition,  makes 
friends  readilv  and  is  well  liked  bv  all  who  know  him. 
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A.  T.  CLARK. 

Dependent  very  largely  upon  his  own  resources  from  early  youth,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  has  attained  to  a  definite  success  in  life,  and  though  he 
may  have,  like  many  another  business  man,  met  with  some  misfortune  and 
encountered  many  obstacles,  he  has  pressed  steadily  forward,  ever  willing 
to  work  for  the  end  he  had  in  view.  He  has  become  one  of  the  leading  boni- 
faces  of  northwestern  Missouri  and  enjoys  a  wide  accpiaintance  among  the 
traveling  public,  who  appreciate  his  efforts  to  make  his  hotel  comfortable, 
inviting  and  satisfactory  in  every  respect.  The  Hotel  Ream  is  numbered 
among  the  good  hotels  of  this  section  and  is  a  favorite  stopping  place  for 
travelers. 

A.  T.  Clark  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  having  first  seen  the  light  of 
day  at  Savannah,  Andrew  county,  on  January  22,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Jere¬ 
miah  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Duncan)  Clark.  Jeremiah  Clark  was  an  expert 
millwright  and  he  built  practically  all  the  water  mills  first  in  operation 
in  what  is  known  as  the  Platte  purchase  and  in  Page  county,  Iowa.  He 
worked  at  this  business  during  practically  all  of  his  active  years  and  became 
widely  known  throughout  this  part  of  the  country.  Politically  he  was  a  Re¬ 
publican,  fraternally  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
while  his  religious  membership  was  in  the  Christian  church.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  dead  about  thirty-two  years. 

A.  T.  Clark  was  reared  on  the  farm  which  his  father  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  near  Savannah,  Missouri,  and  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  public 
schools.  On  attaining  mature  years  he  began  contracting,  in  which  line  he 
remained  engaged  for  about  twenty  years,  during  which  time  he  handled 
many  large  contracts  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Among  his  large  contracts 
was  one  for  the  stone  work  on  the  Burlington  railroad  from  Savannah  to 
Amazonia,  and  he  also  erected  the  two  first  pressed  brick  buildings  in  Mary¬ 
ville.  He  located  in  Maryville  in  1878  and  thereafter  made  this  city  his  head¬ 
quarters.  In  the  spring  of  1898  Mr.  Clark,  having  heard  of  the  wonderful 
opportunities  in  Alaska,  made  a  prospecting  trip  to  that  far-off  territory,  and 
being  successful  in  locating  a  good  claim,  he  was  able  to  bring  back  home 
over  thirteen  thousand  dollars  in  gold.  In  1901  he  again  made  a  successful 
trip  to  that  land,  and  made  annual  trips  there  during  the  following  four 
years.  In  Maryville  Mr.  Clark  became  identified  with  business  interests 
and  for  about  twenty  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  ice  and  wood  business. 
After  his  return  from  Alaska  in  1904  he  engaged  in  the  bus  and  transfer 
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business  for  about  a  year.  In  1906  he  purchased  the  Hotel  Ream  property, 
which  he  has  since  successfully  conducted.  The  house  contains  forty  good 
rooms,  which  are  well  furnished  and  comfortable  in  every  respect,  and  the 
dining  room  of  the  hotel  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  hotels  in  the 
large  cities,  Mr.  Clark  taking  an  especial  pride  in  this  department  of  the 
hotel  service.  An  earnest  desire  to  make  his  guests  as  comfortable  as  possi¬ 
ble  in  every  respect  has  characterized  Mr.  Clark's  management  of  this  well- 
known  hostelry,  his  efforts  having  met  with  a  due  appreciation  on  the  part 
of  the  public  who  have  stopped  there. 

Mr.  Clark  married  Anna  M.  Cobb,  who  was  born  October  16,  i860, 
the  daughter  of  Amos  and  Harriett  Cobb,  and  to  them  have  been  born  nine 
children,  of  which  number  seven  are  living. 

Politically,  Mr.  Clark  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  ticket, 
though  he  is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Religiously  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  he  gives  a  generous 
support.  A  man  of  fine  personal  qualities  and  genial  disposition,  Mr.  Clark 
has  won  a  host  of  acquaintances  and  his  circle  of  personal  friends  is  large. 


MYRON  W.  STAPLES. 

A  man  who  has  long  been  an  important  factor  in  the  citizenship  of 
Nodaway  county  is  Myron  W.  Staples,  and  his  popularity  is  well  deserved, 
as  in  him  are  embraced  the  characteristics  of  an  unbending  integrity,  unabated 
energy  and  industry.  He  is  public  spirited  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  what¬ 
ever  tends  to  promote  the  intellectual  and  material  welfare  of  the  community 
in  which  he  has  resided. 

Mr.  Staples  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1852,  the  son  of 
A.  R.  and  Abigail  (Ward)  Staples,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the 
latter  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  in  which  state  they  were  married.  They 
came  west  in  about  1850  and  located  in  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  pre-empted  land  and  were  pioneers.  In  about  1853  they  moved  to  Mon¬ 
roe  county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1856  to  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  where  they 
bought  and  pre-empted  land,  and  there  developed  a  good  farm,  becoming- 
well  established,  and  lived  there  until  1862,  when  they  moved  to  Nodaway 
county,  this  state,  and  located  four  miles  west  of  Hopkins.  Mr.  Staples 
bought  and  traded  land,  and  about  1876  he  bought  land  in  Atchison  county 
and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1879.  His  wife  died  in  1883.  He  and  his 
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wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  young.  A.  R. 
Staples  was  a  general  farmer  all  his  life.  Originally  a  Whig,  he  was  later  a 
Republican,  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the 
Eastern  Star. 

Myron  W.  Staples  was  faithful  in  his  duties  about  the  home  on  the 
various  farms  to  which  his  parents  moved  in  his  youth,  and  he  received  a 
limited  education  in  the  district  schools,  but,  being  of  a  persistent  nature,  he 
has  improved  every  opportunity  and  is  purely  a  self-made  man.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years  he  began  life  for  himself,  having  married,  on  August  10, 
1873,  Mary  Wood.  He  began  farming  on  the  home  place  in  this  county. 
In  the  spring  of  1874  he  moved  across  the  state  line  to  a  farm  of  ninety-two 
acres  in  Page  county,  Iowa,  which  he  developed  and  improved,  and  afterward 
sold  in  the  fall  of  1875  for  thirteen  dollars  per  acre.  In  the  spring  of  1876 
he  took  up  farming  in  Atchison  county,  having  the  previous  year  purchased 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  there.  This  was  his  home  until  1896,  when  he 
moved  to  Burlington  Junction,  where  he  resided  until  1906,  since  which  time 
he  has  lived  on  his  farm,  having  made  general  farming  and  cattle  and  hog 
feeding  his  principal  life  work,  and  he  has  been  very  successful  in  both,  being 
a  man  of  good  business  principles.  He  has  placed  extensive  modern  improve¬ 
ments  on  his  land  and  has  an  attractive  and  comfortable  home.  He  is  the 
owner  of  the  following  described  land  in  Nodaway  and  Atchison  counties. 
The  north  one-half  of  section  4,  township  65,  range  38;  section  3,  township 
65,  range  38;  the  west  half  of  section  2,  township  65,  range  38,  and  ninety- 
two  acres  of  southwest  of  section  36,  township  66,  range  38,  aggregating 
thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres.  He  has  been  a  very  busy  man  all 
his  life  with  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  Burlington  Junction,  when  he 
lived  retired. 

Mr.  Staples  has  been  more  or  less  active  in  political  affairs  for  many  years 
and  has  been  of  great  help  to  the  local  Republican  ticket,  and  as  a  reward 
for  his  services  and  his  fitness  for  responsible  public  position,  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  county  court  in  November,  1904,  and  he  took  office  January  1, 
1905,  serving  for  a  period  of  two  years  in  a  manner  that  greatly  pleased  his 
constituents,  and  with  a  fidelity  to  duty  that  excited  even  the  admiration  of 
his  political  opponents.  His  decisions,  while  on  the  bench,  were  marked  with 
characteristic  fairness  and  showed  a  desire  to  conserve  the  interests  of  the 
county,  also  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  friends  in  placing  him  in  this  respon¬ 
sible  position.  Mr.  Staples  is  a  Royal  Arch  and  Chapter  Mason,  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Eastern  Star. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myron  W.  Staples  the  following  children  were  born  : : 
Marvin  E.,  deceased;  Newel  I.  is  a  farmer  in  the  county  and  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Eastern  Star,  having  at¬ 
tained  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  former  fraternity.  Newel  married 
first,  in  1898,  Ethel  James,  of  Elmo,  who  died  in  1900.  He  married  a  second 
time,  in  1902,  Inez  Williams,  of  College  Springs,  Iowa.  Cora  May,  deceased. 
Flora  Etta,  deceased.  Bert  B.,  who  is  farming  in  Atchison  county,  married  on 
April  14,  1908,  Lulu  Workman,  daughter  of  J.  T.  Workman,  of  Maryville. 
The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  rest  in  August,  1904.  She  was 
a  woman  of  beautiful  character  and  beloved  by  a  host  of  friends.  Judge 
Staples  and  his  family  have  justly  won  the  high  esteem  of  all  who  know  them. 


RODOLPH  R.  STAPLES,  SR. 

In  the  collection  of  material  for  the  biographical  department  of  this 
work  there  has  been  a  constant  aim  to  use  a  wise  discrimination  in  regard 
to  the  selection  of  subjects  and  to  exclude  none  worthy  of  representation 
within  its  pages.  Here  will  be  found  mention  of  worthy  citizens  of  all  voca¬ 
tions,  and  at  this  juncture  we  are  permitted  to  offer  a  resume  of  the  career 
of  one  of  the  substantial  and  honored  citizens  of  Burlington  Junction,  Nod¬ 
away  township,  where  he  has  long  maintained  his  home  and  where  he  has 
attained  to  an  enviable  position  in  the  community. 

R.  R.  Staples,  Sr.,  who  gave  eminent  satisfaction  as  mayor  of  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction,  'was  born  near  Sparta,  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin,  on  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1854,  and  is  descended  from  sterling  Irish  ancestry  in  the  agnatic 
line,  a  remote  ancestor,  Thomas  Staples,  having  been  made  a  baron  in  1628. 
The  subject’s  great-grandfather.  Sergeant  Abraham  Staples,  rendered  val¬ 
iant  service  to  the  colonies  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  his  death  oc¬ 
curred  at  Mendon,  Massachusetts,  where,  on  October  31,  1877.  a  statue 
was  unveiled  in  his  honor,  the  address  being  delivered  by  Rev.  C.  A.  Staples, 
a  descendant  and  a  resident  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  The  subject's 
paternal  grandfather,  Job  Staples,  was  a  native  of  the  state  of  Vermont,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  sailor  on  the  high  seas.  The  subject’s  father,  Abial 
Staples,  who  was  born  in  Orange  county.  Vermont,  married  Abigail  Ward, 
who  was  horn  in  New  Hampshire,  the  daughter  of  Benjamin  Ward, 
a  native  of  that  state  and  of  English  descent.  In  1847  Abial  and  Abigail 
Staples  removed  to  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  going  later  to  Monroe  coun- 
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ty,  that  state,  where  they  remained  until  1856.  In  that  year  they  came  by  ox 
team  to  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  and  six  years  later  they  came  to  Noda¬ 
way  county,  locating  near  where  Hopkins  now  stands.  There  the  father 
remained  until  1877.  when  he  went  to  Colfax  township,  Atchison  county, 
locating  on  a  farm  which  is  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  There 
the  father  died  in  1879,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife  survived 
him  a  few  years,  dying  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  They  were 
consistent  and  active  members  of  the  Christian  church  and  enjoyed  the  sin¬ 
cere  respect  of  all  who  knew  them. 

R.  R.  Staples  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  secured  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  of  Gentry  and  Nodaway  counties.  He  was  reared 
to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and,  under  the  directions  of  his  father,  he  soon  be¬ 
came  an  expert  judge  of  livestock.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he  con¬ 
tinued  the  operation  of  the  home  farm,  carrying  on  the  raising  and  feeding 
of  stock  on  the  Grand  View  farm.  He  steadily  pursued  his  way  along  these 
lines,  meeting  with  well  deserved  success,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the 
big  cattle  dealers  of  this  section  of  the  state.  He  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land,  all  under  fence  and  either  in  cultivation  or  in 
grass.  His  efforts  have  been  characterized  by  enterprise  and  progressive 
methods  and  as  an  up-to-date  business  man  he  is  the  equal  of  any  of  his  com¬ 
peers. 

In  1901  Mr.  Staples  made  a  pleasure  trip  to  Europe,  being  absent  from 
home  about  five  months,  and  on  his  return  he  devoted  himself  to  farming 
in  Atchison  county,  this  state,  where  he  resided  until  December,  1904,  when 
he  moved  to  Burlington  Junction,  where  he  now  makes  his  home,  though 
still  maintaining  an  active  supervision  of  his  farming  operations. 

On  April  9,  1876,  Mr.  Staples  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hannah  Isa¬ 
bel  Fine,  a  native  of  Fountain  county,  Indiana,  and  the  daughter  of  Harri¬ 
son  and  Elizabeth  (Emerick)  Fine,  the  former  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples  have  been  born  four  children,  Ar- 
villa  L.,  Weltha  J.,  Lester  O.  and  Rodolph  R.,  Jr.  These  children  all  reside 
at  home  excepting  Lester,  who  is  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  farm  six 
miles  southwest  of  Burlington  Junction.  They  were  all  educated  at  Tarkio 
College,  Rodolph  continuing  his  education  at  the  Capital  City  Commercial 
College,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  graduating  in  1909. 

Politically  Mr.  Staples  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and  has  long  taken  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  standing  high  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  his  party,  having  been  delegate  to  a  number  of  county,  congressional 
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and  state  conventions.  In  1888  he  was  his  party  s  nominee  for  the  office  of 
county  judge  and  an  unmistakable  evidence  of  his  popularity  was  the  fact 
that  he  reduced  the  opposition  majority  from  eighteen  hundred  to  nine  votes. 
In  1892  he  was  the  nominee  for  the  Legislature  from  Atchison  county,  be¬ 
ing  defeated  by  only  two  votes.  In  1898  he  was  nominated  for  the  position 
of  county  recorder  and  made  a  splendid  race,  being  defeated  again  by  a  nar¬ 
row  margin.  He  served  as  mayor  of  the  city  of  Burlington  Junction  and  to 
the  duties  of  this  office  he  gave  the  same  careful  administration  that  has 
characterized  his  own  business  affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  having  taken  all  the  degrees  of  the 
York  rite  and  those  of  the  Scottish  rite  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second 
degree,  being  also  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine.  His  wife  and  two  daughters  are  members  of  the  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  the  daughters  being  also  members  of  the  Order  of  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  Isis.  Religiously.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staples  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  Mr. 
Staples  is  genial  and  courteous  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men,  enjoys 
an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  this  and  adjoining  counties  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  know  him. 


EDWARD  CLARENCE  WOLFERS. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  describe  adequately  a  man  who  has  led  an  emi¬ 
nently  active  and  busy  life  and  who  has  attained  a  position  of  relative  distinc¬ 
tion  in  the  community  with  which  his  interests  are  allied.  But  biography  finds 
its  most  perfect  justification,  nevertheless,  in  the  tracing  and  recording  of  such 
a  life  history.  It  is,  then,  with  a  full  appreciation  of  all  that  is  demanded  and 
of  the  painstaking  scrutiny  that  must  be  accorded  each  statement,  and  yet  with 
a  feeling  of  satisfaction,  that  the  writer  essays  the  task  of  touching  briefly 
upon  the  details  of  such  a  record  as  has  been  that  of  the  subject  whose  life 
now  comes  under  this  review,  Edward  Clarence  Wolfers,  active  manager  of 
the  Wolfers  Mercantile  Company,  whose  splendid  stores  are  located  at  Pick¬ 
ering  and  Hopkins,  Nodaway  county. 

Edward  C.  Wolfers  is  a  native  son  of  the  great  Empire  state,  having 
been  born  in  Salamanca,  New  York,  on  January  17,  1868,  and  is  a  son  of 
Charles  A.  and  Eliza  A.  (Crandall)  Wolfers.  Charles  A.  Wolfers  was 
born  in  Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  on  July  21.  1846,  and  remained  at  the 
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place  of  his  nativity  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  spending  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  villages  of  Centerville  and  Fredonia.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  cigarmaker,  which  he  followed  for  four 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country,  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-seventh  Regi¬ 
ment,  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served  valiantly  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  some  thirteen  months,  and  during  that  time  rose  to  the 
rank  of  sergeant.  He  participated  in  a  number  of  the  most  hotly  contested 
battles  of  that  struggle,  among  which  were  Hatcher's  Run  and  the  engage¬ 
ments  before  Petersburg,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  General  Lee's  army. 
He  also  participated  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  the  most  noted 
military  pageant  of  modern  times. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  service  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  Mr.  W.olf- 
ers  returned  to  his  home  at  Dunkirk,  that  state,  and  commenced  railroading 
in  the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  railroad,  with  which  he 
remained  some  five  years.  In  1870  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  where 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs 
railroad,  continuing  in  the  employ  of  this  company  six  years,  after  which  he 
came  to  Hopkins  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  For  one  year  he  kept  the 
Hopkins  House,  and  then  went  to  Pickering,  where  he  opened  a  general 
merchandise  store,  which  still  occupies  his  attention.  He  is  entirely  a  self- 
made  man  and  has  worked  his  way  through  life  by  honesty,  integrity  and 
fair  dealing.  He  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest  in  educational  matters 
and  has  served  as  school  director,  and  also  served  at  one  time  as  postmaster 
at  Pickering. 

On  July  5,  1867,  Mr.  Wolfers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Eliza  A.  Cran¬ 
dall,  a  native  of  Belmont,  Allegany  county,  New  York,  where  her  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  October  27,  1849.  To  this  union  have  been  born  the  following 
children:  Edward  C.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch;  Annice  E. ; 
Mary;  Roy  H.,  of  Pickering,  and  Fred  R.,  who  is  attending  school  at  Co¬ 
lumbia,  this  state. 

Edward  C.  Wolfers  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  at 
Pickering,  this  county,  and  upon  completing  his  education  he  entered  the 
store  of  his  father  in  the  capacity  of  clerk,  retaining  this  position  continu¬ 
ously  until,  in  1889,  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  business,  which  is 
conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Wolfers  Mercantile  Company,  having- 
stores  at  Pickering  and  Hopkins.  The  Hopkins  store,  which  is  under  Mr. 
Wolfers’  supervision,  is  one  of  the  principal  mercantile  houses  of  the  town 
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and  is  well  stocked  with  a  large  and  carefully  selected  line  of  such  goods 
as  is  generally  to  be  found  in  a  department  store.  Sound  business  principles 
have  always  governed  the  conduct  of  the  business,  which  has  assumed  large 
proportions,  and  the  trade  is  constantly  increasing,  being  drawn  from  a  large 
radius  of  neighboring  territory.  Much  of  the  success  of  the  business  is  due 
to  the  careful  and  conservative  management  of  Mr.  Wolfers,  who  possesses 
considerable  business  ability  and  whose  personal  popularity  also  draws  cus¬ 
tomers  to  the  store. 

On  May  20,  1888,  Mr.  Wolfers  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  C. 
Graves,  of  Pickering,  the  fruits  of  this  union  being  two  children,  Mildred 
and  Maurice,  who  are  attending  school.  Politically,  Mr.  Wolfers  is  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Republican  party,  in  the  success  of  which  he  takes  a  deep  in¬ 
terest,  though  his  business  affairs  have  precluded  his  taking  a  very  active  part. 
In  his  religious  belief  he  is  a  Methodist,  holding  membership  in  the  local 
church,  to  which  he  gives  a  generous  support.  He  is  a  man  of  generous 
impulses,  public  spirited  in  his  attitude  towards  local  improvements  and 
whose  life  actions  are  governed  by  high  ideals.  Possessing  a  genial  dispo¬ 
sition,  he  easily  makes  friends  and  is  well  liked  throughout  the  community. 


JOHN  KEAT. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Nodaway  county, 
Hopkins  township  has  its  full  share,  and  not  the  least  among  these  is  the  gen¬ 
tleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  By  persistent  indus¬ 
try,  wise  direction  of  his  business  affairs  and  fair  dealings,  he  has  won  a 
respected  position  among  his  fellow  agriculturists  and  is  now  numbered 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  his  part  of  the  county. 

John  Keat  was  born  at  Harwell,  Berkshire,  England,  on  August  3, 
1859,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Ann  (Lay)  Keat.  the  latter’s  death 
occurring  in  her  native  land.  The  subject’s  father  was  a  farmer  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  in  1865,  feeling  that  America  afforded  larger  opportunities  for  ad¬ 
vancement,  he  came  to  this  county,  locating  in  Illinois.  About  five  years 
later,  the  subject  and  a  brother  and  sister  were  brought  to  this  country  by 
an  uncle  and  joined  their  father  in  Illinois.  In  the  latter  state  the  subject 
was  reared  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent  in  northern  Iowa,  he 
lived  there  continuously  until  1896,  having  received  meanwhile  a  good 
practical  education  in  the  public  schools.  In  1896  he  came  to  Missouri  and 
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was  here  employed  by  the  month  for  a  while.  In  the  fall  of  the  following 
year  he  purchased  seventy  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Hopkins  township, 
and  in  1904  he  bought  fifty-five  acres  across  the  line  in  Iowa.  He  is  a 
thoroughly  practical  farmer  and  gives  an  intelligent  and  discriminating  di¬ 
rection  to  his  efforts.  He  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of 
the  country,  usually  meeting  with  very  satisfactory  results,  and  up  to  1908 
he  was  an  extensive  breeder  of  thoroughbred  Poland  China  hogs,  though  he 
now  crosses  them  with  other  breeds,  believing  that  he  secures  better  final 
results.  He  also  keeps  other  stock  and,  all  in  all,  has  gained  an  enviable  po¬ 
sition  among  his  fellow  agriculturists.  His  place  is  well  improved,  being 
adorned  with  an  attractive  and  comfortable  residence,  commodious  and  sub¬ 
stantial  barn  and  other  necessary  outbuildings  and  the  place  presents  an 
inviting  appearance. 

In  1888  Mr.  Keat  was  united  in  marriage  to  Carrie  Coomer,  who  was 
born  just  south  of  Hopkins,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Nancy 
(Morehouse)  Coomer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ohio.  They  have  be¬ 
come  the  parents  of  three  children,  Arthur  John,  Gladys  Hilda  and  Charles 
Ormond. 

Politically,  Mr.  Keat  is  allied  with  the  Republican  party  and  his  sup¬ 
port  is  given  to  every  movement  which  has  for  its  object  the  welfare  of  the 
community.  Mrs.  Keat  is  an  earnest  and  consistent  member  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  church,  to  which  she  gives  a  generous  support.  In  1894  Mr.  Keat 
made  a  trip  to  his  native  land  and  visited  his  birthplace,  which  he  had  left 
in  early  youth.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  qualities  of  character  and  stands 
high  in  the  esteem  of  the  community. 


MRS.  ELIZABETH  S.  LANE. 

The  many  friends  of  the  estimable  lady  whose  name  introduces  this 
biographical  review  will  doubtless  be  glad  to  learn  more  of  her  individual 
characteristics,  for  she  has  long  occupied  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  social 
and  other  affairs  of  her  community  and  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
her  for  her  pleasing  and  kindly  attributes.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Lane,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Brown  and  who  first  married  Charles  Hiltibidal,  and  who 
is  now  living  on  an  excellent  farm  in  Grant  township,  Nodaway  county, 
was  born  in  1837,  in  Knox  county,  Tennessee.  In  1838  she  was  brought 
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by  her  parents  to  Platte  county,  Missouri.  Mr.  Brown  entered  land  there 
and  the  family  remained  on  the  same  until  1844,  when  they  came  to  Noda¬ 
way  county.  At  one  time  he  was  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  acres  of  land. 
Here  Elizabeth  S.  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  the  pioneer  schools. 
Jn  December,  1856,  she  married  Charles  Hiltibidal,  who,  when  the  Civil 
war  began,  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  while 
on  his  way  home  on  furlough,  accompanied  by  twenty-three  of  his  com¬ 
rades,  the  train  was  surrounded  by  Anderson’s  band  of  guerrillas  at  Cen- 
tralia,  Missouri,  and  were  all  ordered  out  and  were  shot. 

Nathan  Lane  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Virginia,  in  1836  and  there  he 
grew  to  maturity.  In  1866.  he  came  to  Buchanan  county,  Missouri,  and  in 
1867  he  married  Mrs.  Hiltibidal  at  St.  Joseph.  Her  father,  Thomas  A. 
Brown,  was  well  known  in  Buchanan  county,  and  for  twenty-four  years  he 
served  as  county  judge  of  that  county.  He  was  a  man  of  commanding  pres¬ 
ence,  his  tall  and  erect  figure  attracting  attention  wherever  he  went.  He  was 
born  in  Knox  county,  Tennessee,  in  1812,  and  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Platte  county,  Missouri,  in  an  early  day,  and  located  a  few  miles  south 
of  St.  Joseph.  He  assisted  in  the  survey  of  the  Platte  purchase  and  after  its 
completion  he  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  on  which  he  lived 
until  1844,  when  he  removed  to  Nodaway  county.  He  prospered  and  at  one 
time  was  the  owner  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  first  county  court  of  Nodaway  county  and  served  on  the  bench  for  a 
period  of  fourteen  years,  and  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1846,  1852 
and  1854  and  made  a  very  creditable  record  as  champion  of  the  rights  of 
his  constituents.  He  was  an  able  and  learned  judge  and  was  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  influential  men  of  northwestern  Missouri  for  upwards  of 
a  half  century.  When  the  gold  craze  was  at  its  highest  Judge  Brown  drove 
an  ox  team  from  here  to  California,  remaining  there  two  years.  Politically 
he  was  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  a  Mason.  He  was  three  times  married, 
first  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Blakely,  second  to  Mrs.  Deanna  Leonard;  his  third 
wife  was  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Deacon.  He  was  a  stanch  Presbyterian.  He 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  children,  deceased,  are, 
Joseph.  Napoleon  and  Margaret;  those  living  are,  Sarah  Jane,  Phelix,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Gideon,  Thomas,  Cynthia  and  John  C.  The  last  named  was  on  the 
police  force  in  St.  Joseph  for  a  number  of  years;  Thomas  is  a  very  successful 
business  man  in  that  city;  Gideon  is  a  wealthy  farmer  in  Platte  county; 
Cynthia  is  the  wife  of  George  Young,  of  St.  Joseph. 

Judge  Brown’s  favorite  driver  was  a  mule,  which  he  purchased  when 
three  years  old  and  which  he  used  for  many  years.  When  it  was  thirty-two 
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years  old  he  placed  the  animal  in  the  care  of  the  county  farm,  where  it 
died  and  the  superintendent  of  the  farm  had  a  taxidermist  stuff  its  hide  and 
it  was  on  exhibition  at  the  St.  Louis  World's  Fair. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Lane  has  lived  in  Grant  township  for  a  period  of 
fifty-one  years,  her  residence  being  one  of  the  first  homes  established  in  this 
county  and  is  a  beautiful  old  place,  surrounded  by  every  rural  comfort. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mrs.  Lane  by  her  first  husband,  Phelix, 
Jacob  and  Thomas;  the  last  named,  being  the  only  one  living,  is  unmarried 
and  has  charge  of  the  home  farm  and  is  taking  care  of  his  mother.  By  her 
second  marriage  three  children  were  born,  Cora  Lee,  William  and  Margaret, 
the  latter  the  wife  of  Lee  Guisinger,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Leo,  which  is  Mrs.  Lane's  only  grandchild. 

Nathan  B.  Lane  was  a  farmer,  having  bought  the  present  farm  of 
Mrs.  Lane  and  built  the  house  there.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  soldier 
in  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry. 


IRA  C.  ROELOFSON. 

The  Roelofson  family  has  long  been  one  of  the  best  known  in  Noda¬ 
way  county,  and  Ira  C.,  of  this  review,  although  yet  a  young  man,  has  made 
his  influence  felt  in  the  various  relations  of  life.  He  was  born  October  30, 
1872,  in  McLean  county,  Illinois,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  S.  and  .Amy  E. 
Roelofson,  both  natives  of  Illinois,  the  father  born  in  1832  and  the  mother 
in  1843.  There  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  married,  and  in  1881  came 
to  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  buying  one  hundred  acres. 
There  were  some  improvements  on  the  place,  but  a  good  house  was  soon 
erected  and  everything  placed  in  proper  shape,  Mr.  Roelofson  being  a  good 
farmer  and  stock  man,  raising  various  kinds  of  stock  and  becoming  known 
as  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  township,  throughout  which  he  numbered 
many  friends.  Finally  selling  his  farm,  he  moved  to  Maryville  and  bought 
property  there  and  now  makes  this  his  home.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  he  and  the  other  members  of  his  family  belong  to  the  Christian  church. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  S.  Roelofson,  as  follows : 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Lyle,  of  this  county;  J.  F.  is  a  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  man  of  Maryville ;  Clara  is  a  trained  nurse ;  Eva  L.  is  the  wife  of  E.  E. 
May,  of  Buchanan  county;  Harry  and  George  died  in  infancy,  and  Ira  C.,  of 
this  review. 
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Ira  C.  Roelofson  received  a  common  school  education,  then  attended 
business  college  at  Maryville.  He  was  married  on  June  24,  1896,  to  Ida  B. 
Shanks,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Shanks,  of  this  county,  the  father 
a  native  of  Virginia  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  They  came  to  Nodaway  coun¬ 
ty,  Missouri,  in  1863,  and  are  now  both  deceased.  Their  family  consisted 
of  nine  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roelofson  began  their  married  life  on  a  rented  farm,  and 
after  a  period  of  four  years  they  bought,  at  different  times,  two  farms,  sell¬ 
ing  each  at  a  good  profit  within  five  years.  He  purchased  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Grant  township.  Finally  moving  his  family  to  Maryville, 
he  lived  there  two  years  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  which  now  consti¬ 
tutes  his  home  farm;  to  this  he  has  since  added  eighty  acres,  having  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  1,  this  being  one  of  the  best  and  neatest 
farms  in  Grant  township.  He  is  an  up-to-date  farmer  and  his  ability  to 
handle  livestock  successfully  is  recognized  by  everyone.  He  holds  annual 
stock  sales  which  are  well  attended  and  he  gets  excellent  prices  for  his  stock 
owing  to  their  fine  quality.  Although  well  equipped  with  outbuildings,  he 
is  now  building  a  very  large  and  substantial  barn  in  addition  to  what  he  al- 
ready  has,  with  a  view  of  extending  his  breeding  of  horses  and  cattle.  His 
place  is  known  as  “Cloverdale  Stock  Farm”  and  is  one  of  the  “show”  places 
of  the  community,  and  no  less  attractive  is  his  other  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  known  as  “Plain  View  Stock  Farm.”  He  has  now  (1910) 
a  large  herd  of  good  stock  for  his  forthcoming  annual  stock  sale.  His  sale 
in  February  of  this  year  brought  him  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars.  These 
sales  are  very  popular  and  are  attended  by  purchasers  from  all  over  the 
county.  His  Percheron  breeding  horse  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Roelfson  is  a  public-spirited  man  and,  being  desirous  of  seeing  his 
county  second  to  none  in  the  state,  he  may  be  depended  upon  to  support  all 
worthy  measures  looking  to  the  general  good.  Politically,  he  is  a  Demo¬ 
crat.  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church  at  Bar¬ 
nard.  They  have  had  but  one  child,  born  July  25,  1906,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

Mr.  Roelofson  is  a  member  of  a  musically  inclined  family,  members  of 
which  possess  marked  natural  talent  in  this  art,  and  she  was  a  well  known 
teacher  of  instrumental  music  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  in  this  county. 
She  graduated  from  the  Western  Conservatory  of  Music  at  Kansas  City  and 
is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  popular  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Mr.  Roelofson  has  been  very  successful  in  his  business  operations  and 
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is  deserving  of  his  large  achievements,  for  he  is  a  truly  self-made  man  and 
has  depended  upon  no  one  for  aid  in  any  way.  Personally  he  is  a  very 
obliging  and  genial  gentleman,  straightforward  and  honorable  in  his  deal¬ 
ings  with  his  fellow  men,  consequently  has  both  their  confidence  and  re¬ 
spect. 


WILLIAM  H.  DITAMORE. 

He  who  devotes  his  attention  as  closely  to  agricultural  pursuits  as  does 
William  H.  Ditamore,  of  Jackson  township,  cannot  help  but  succeed, — in  fact, 
it  is  very  rarely  the  case  that  one  succeeds  in  any  line  without  persistent  effort 
and  painstaking  care.  This  is  perhaps  true  in  a  larger  sense  with  the  farmer 
than  anyone  else,  for  unless  he  vigilantly  watches  his  fields,  fences  and  build¬ 
ings  they  will  very  soon  present  a  deplorable  appearance.  Realizing  this.  Mr. 
Ditamore  has  looked  carefully  to  his  place  and  it  is  well  up  to  the  standard  in 
every  respect.  He  was  born  on  August  11,  1868,  in  Coles  county,  Illinois, 
and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Margera  (Varvil)  Ditamore,  natives  of  Indiana, 
the  father  having  been  born  September  13,  1837,  and  died  September  22. 
1888;  the  mother  was  born  April  3,  1838,  and  died  September  29,  1909. 
They  were  married  April  1,  1858,  in  Indiana,  in  which  state  they  grew  to 
maturity  and  were  educated.  They  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in 
1880  and  purchased  a  one-hundred-and-forty-acre  farm  in  section  31,  Jackson 
township,  paying  twenty-two  dollars  per  acre  for  the  same.  It  had  been 
partly  improved.  Mr.  Ditamore  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  stock  raising 
and  became  very  comfortably  established.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely;  Angie  M.  is  the  wife  of  John  Ludlow;  James, 
Joseph  and  William  H.  The  parents  of  these  children  were  well  and  favor¬ 
ably  known  in  this  section  of  the  county  and  were  highly  respected  for  their 
even  tempered  lives. 

William  H.  Ditamore,  of  this  review,  received  a  good  common  school 
education  and  grew  up  on  the  home  farm,  which  he  assisted  in  developing. 
On  March  23,  1903.  he  married  Vesta  Ames,  daughter  of  William  and 
Amanda  Ames,  of  Kansas,  and  they  soon  afterwards  began  their  married  life 
on  their  present  farm,  which  was  Mr.  Ditamore’s  father’s  homestead,  William 
H.  having  bought  out  the  other  heirs.  He  has  added  many  substantial  im¬ 
provements  on  this  place  and  keeps  some  good  livestock  from  time  to  time, 
raising  and  feeding  them  for  the  market.  In  1908  he  built  a  substantial  and 
attractive  barn  and  everything  about  his  place  is  kept  up  in  good  shape. 
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Mr.  Ditamore  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
being  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Ravenwood  lodge.  His  wife  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ditamore.  namely  :  Hazel 
A.,  born  March  io,  1906;  Edgar  O.,  born  September  1,  1909,  and  Elda.  born 
February  4.  1904,  died  on  January  16.  1909. 


M.  CARTER,  M.  D. 

Few  medical  men  of  Nodaway  county  have  become  more  widely  known 
or  have  been  more  uniformly  successful  in  their  profession,  enjoying  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  public,  than  the  well  known  physician  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch. 

Dr.  M.  Carter,  although  a  man  not  old  in  years,  has  been  in  continuous 
practice  in  Nodaway  and  adjoining  counties  thirty-three  years.  He  was  born 
in  Union  county,  Ohio,  November  20,  1854,  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Anna 
(Wilson)  Carter,  both  born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  the  father  a  successful  agri¬ 
culturist.  The  Carter  family  originally  came  from  England  and  settled  in 
the  Carolinas  in  the  early  colonial  days.  The  Wilsons  were  of  Scotch  descent 
who  settled  in  Pennsylvania  during  its  early  history  and  the  subject  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  James  Wilson,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde¬ 
pendence. 

The  Carter  family  located  southeast  of  Burlington  Junction  in  1865, 
where  they  purchased  a  farm  and  the  father  lived  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  August,  1905,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  highly  respected  for  his 
exemplary  life,  sterling  honesty  and  integrity. 

Doctor  Carter  remained  on  the  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old, 
acquiring  the  best  education  the  limited  resources  and  opportunities  presented 
in  those  days.  He  then  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  this  county 
for  a  period  of  three  years  with  marked  success.  In  1877  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  B.  Morrison,  of  Maryville,  Missouri,  with 
whom  he  remained  one  year.  He  then  entered  the  Louisville  Medical  College, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1877.  He  then  entered  upon  active  practice 
of  medicine  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Nodaway  county,  removing  to  Blanch¬ 
ard,  Iowa,  in  1880,  where  he  built  up  a  large  and  remunerative  practice.  In 
1884  he  entered  the  post-graduate  department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  the  oldest  and  best  medical  institution  in  this  country,  where  he  took  a 
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special  course  in  medicine  and  surgery,  thus  thoroughly  equipping  himself  for 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession.  In  1888  he  located  in  Burlington 
Junction,  where  he  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in  general  practice. 

Doctor  Carter  was  married  in  1878  to  Emma  Winn,  of  Maryville,  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  her  people  were  well  known  and  where  she  was  reared  and  edu¬ 
cated.  The  family  consists  of  one  son  and  three  daughters,  who  have  grown 
to  manhood  and  womanhood.  The  son  Glen  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
Burlington  Junction;  Audrey  L.,  a  teacher  in  Burlington  Junction  high  school; 
Marie  S.,  a  graduate  of  Liberty  Ladies  College  and  Northwest  Normal  School; 
Lucile  M.,  who  graduated  in  Burlington  Junction  high  school  in  1910.  The 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  State  and  American  Medical  Societies ;  he  is  also 
medical  examiner  for  the  leading  old-line  insurance  companies. 


ROBERT  J.  PETTIGREW. 

Among  the  Jackson  township  farmers  none  seem  to  understand  better 
the  relation  of  soil,  climate  and  the  various  products  which  the  husbandman 
must  strictly  observe  if  he  would  achieve  more  than  mediocre  success,  than 
Robert  J.  Pettigrew,  a  glance  at  whose  well  improved  and  neatly  kept  farm 
being  sufficient  to  prove  this.  He  was  born  July  3,  1856,  in  county  Tyrone, 
Ireland,  and  he  is  the*son  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Jenkinson)  Pettigrew. 
His  parents  grew  to  maturity  in  their  home  country  and  were  educated  there. 
They  landed  in  America  on  January  1.  1864.  The  father  was  born  in  April, 
1833,  ancl  011  April  15,  1895  :  the  mother  was  born  on  July  27,  1836,  and 
she  is  now  living  at  Bolckow,  Missouri,  at  the  age  of  seventy- four  years.  She 
married  Mr.  Pettigrew  in  1853,  and  they  located  in  Nodaway  county  in  1866, 
first  purchasing  a  farm  of  forty  acres.  Selling  this,  they  bought  sixty  acres, 
selling  it  at  a  profit,  as  they  did  the  former  place,  and  they  were  thereby  en¬ 
abled  to  purchase  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  on  this  Mr. 
Pettigrew  made  his  home  until  his  death.  He  always  devoted  his  attention 
to  farming  and  was  very  successful  in  this  line  of  work.  He  proved  his  loyalty 
to  his  adopted  country  in  1864  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  and  remained 
in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  receiving  an  honorable  discharge. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the 
Baptist  church.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  William  J.,  Robert  J..  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Panning; 
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Margaret  J.  is  the  wife  of  W.  R.  Thompson;  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Cummins;  John  C.,  Hugh  T. ;  Letitia  is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Skidmore;  Cam¬ 
eron  L.  and  Oliver  P. 

While  living  at  home  on  the  parental  acres  here,  Robert  J.  Pettigrew,  of 
this  review,  assisted  with  the  work  and  found  time  to  obtain  a  fairly  good 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was  married  on  November  5,  1882, 
to  Mary  E.  Harper,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Jane  A.  (French)  Harper,  na¬ 
tives  of  Ohio.  Her  father  died  in  1873,  and  her  mother  is  living  in  Colorado. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettigrew  began  their  married  life  in  Central  City,  Colo¬ 
rado,  and  they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locating  on  rented  land 
and  in  1890  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  forty  acres  was  later 
added,  his  present  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  In  1890 
Mr.  Pettigrew  built  a  very  comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  the  location 
being  ideal  for  a  home.  Most  of  his  land  lies  in  the  bottoms,  is  level  and  very 
fertile.  He  keeps  a  general  grade  of  all  kinds  of  livestock,  and  is  an  up-to- 
date  farmer,  a  well  read  and  progressive  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  filled  all  the  chairs  in  the  local 
lodge.  He  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  faithfully  served  as  school  director 
for  eighteen  years.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
of  which  he  is  an  attendant  and  contributor. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pettigrew,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Frank  G.,  born  November  19,  1883;  Alvin  C.'  born  April  19,  1886; 
Robert  E.,  born  November  15,  1888;  Nellie  A.,  born  February  16,  1891; 
Charles  P.,  born  July  9,  1893  :  Bertha  M.,  born  September  29.  1895  :  Grace  E., 
born  March  1,  1898;  Rosetta,  born  March  5,  1900:  Ernest  P.,  born  December 
6.  1902;  Stella  B..  born  March  16,  1907. 


THOMAS  WOODBURN. 

The  Woodhurn  family  has  been  represented  in  America  for  more  than 
two  centuries,  having  come  here  from  Ireland,,  and  so  far  as  known  the  many 
descendants  of  the  original  emigrant,  scattered  over  a  number  of  states,  have 
played  well  their  parts  in  our  citizenship,  being,  as  a  rule,  law  abiding  and 
comfortably  established  in  the  various  walks  of  life.  These  characteristics 
are  true  in  a  marked  degree  with  Thomas  Woodhurn,  a  resident  of  Jackson 
township,  Nodaway  county.  He  was  born  January  18.  1837.  in  West  Vir- 
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ginia,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (McCrary)  Woodburn,  the  former 
born  December  25,  1813,  and  died  July  30,  1873;  the  mother  was  born  in 
1 8 1 1 ,  spent  her  life  in  West  Virginia  and  died  in  1882.  The  paternal  an¬ 
cestor,  Thomas  Woodburn,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
about  1700.  The  family  of  Peter  Woodburn  consisted  of  six  children,  Sarah, 
Lenora,  William,  James,  John  and  Thomas;  the  last  two  named  are  living. 

Thomas  Woodburn,  of  this  review,  remained  with  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty- four  years  old,  assisting  with  the  general  work  about  the  home  place 
and  attending  the  common  schools.  On  October  20,  1861.  he  was  married  to 
Elizabeth  J.  Peirpoint,  daughter  of  Zackquill  and  Vylinda  Peirpoint,  of  West 
Virginia,  and  in  that  state  they  began  their  married  life  and  after  eighteen 
years’  residence  there  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township  where  they  have  since  resided. 

Mr.  Woodburn  has  devoted  his  life  to  general  farming  and  has  been  re¬ 
warded  by  a  reasonable  degree  of  success.  Pie  has  brought  his  place  up  to  a 
high  state  of  improvement,  and  in  1903  he  built  a  very  comfortable,  convenient 
and  well  located  residence.  Mr.  Woodburn's  farm  ranks  with  the  best  in 
the  township  and  he  is  one  of  the  best  known  pioneers  of  this  part  of  the 
county,  enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodburn,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows :  John;  Isaac  N. ;  Eliza  J.,  the  wife  of  John  Sparks;  Effie  E..  the  wife 
of  Harry  Martin  ;  William  Z.,  James  H. ;  Mary  V.,  the  wife  of  John  Grimit ; 
Christopher  J.,  Charles  T.  and  Rosa  May  are  deceased.  Their  grandchildren 
are:  Ollie,  Ethel  and  Louise  Woodburn,  Bertha,  Loyd,  Glen.  Elmer,  Lola, 
Edith  and  Grace  Woodburn ;  Ivy  and  Fay  Sparks ;  Morris  and  Pearl  Wood¬ 
burn. 


JOSEPH  HALL  ALEXANDER. 

The  Alexander  family  has  long  been  well  established  in  both  Mer¬ 
cer  and  Nodaway  counties,  being  influential  and  highly  respected.  One  of 
the  best  known  members  of  this  family  in  Nodaway  county  is  Joseph  Hall 
Alexander,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  township,  who  was  born  on  October  7.  1850. 
in  Mercer  county.  He  is  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Edna  A.  (Manahan)  Alex¬ 
ander,  the  father  born  in  Virginia  and  died  on  September  23,  1882.  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years;  the  mother  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  the  memorable 
year  of  1812  and  her  death  occurred  on  April  16,  1898,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 


1024 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


five  years.  James  H.  Alexander  was  twice  married,  first,  in  Tennessee,  to  a 
Miss  Laughlin.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Edna  A.  (Manahan)  Por¬ 
terfield.  He  came  to  Mercer  county,  Missouri,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the 
same,  and  in  1848  went  to  California,  where  he  remained  six  years,  during 
which  time  his  family  remained  in  Indiana,  and  there  he  met  them  upon  his 
return  from  the  far  West.  It  was  in  1856  that  he  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  north  of  Pickering,  and  here  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  he  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian  church.  Two  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  Alexander  by  his  first  marriage,  William  and  Martha,  and  six  children 
were  born  of  the  second  marriage,  Effie,  George,  Addie,  Joe.  Lavona  and 
Joseph  H. 

Joseph  H.  Alexander,  of  this  review,  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  home  and 
he  received  a  common  school  education.  On  May  9.  1879.  he  married  Viola 
J.  Harbison,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Mary  J.  (Breckenridge)  Harbison, 
of  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  Harbison  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  was 
drafted  into  service  during  the  Civil  war,  but  hired  a  substitute.  He  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1870,  but  moved  to  California  in  1883  and  died 
there.  Mrs.  Harbison  is  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  Her 
mother  was  a  first  cousin  of  Senator  Breckenridge  and  her  grandmother  was 
a  first  cousin  to  Daniel  Boone. 

Joseph  H.  Alexander  began  his  married  life  on  a  farm  of  forty  acres, 
which  his  father  gave  him  and  which  is  now  a  part  of  his  present  farm.  After 
his  father’s  death  he  became  owner  of  the  home  farm,  and  his  mother  made 
her  home  with  him.  Adding,  to  his  first  purchase,  he  now  has  an  excellent 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  In 
1907  he  built  a  modern  and  attractive  residence,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Alexander  is  a  well  known  stock  dealer,  buying  and  feed¬ 
ing  large  numbers  of  livestock  from  time  to  time,  especially  mules.  He  holds 
annual  public  sales  which  are  largely  attended  and  which  amount  to  a  large 
sum  of  money,  his  well  fed  stock  always  bringing  high  prices. 

Politically,  Mr.  Alexander  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  aspired  to  any 
office,  being  too  busy  with  his  own  large  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  order  and  he  and  Mrs.  Alexander  belong  to  the  Christian  church. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  them,  six  of  whom  are  living,  named  as 
follows:  George  W.,  born  August  16,  1882:  James  Newton,  born  April  4, 
1884:  Zenas  R..  born  May  16,  1886:  Bessie  B.,  born  April  13,  1891;  Joseph 
G.,  born  November  7.  1894;  Gladys  M.,  born  March  26,  1898:  Blanche  I., 
born  April  2,  1900. 
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JOHN  M.  O'DAY. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  O'Day  family  originated  in  Ireland,  like  a  large 
number  of  Nodaway  county’s  enterprising  citizens,  and,  although  they  are 
loyal  to  our  institutions,  they  revere  the  land  of  the  shamrock.  The  parents 
of  John  M.  O'Day  were  Thomas  O.  and  Nora  (Maney)  O'Day,  both  born  in 
the  Emerald  Isle,  from  which  they  came  to  America  when  young,  the  father 
about  1853  and  located  in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  he  and  Nora  Maney 
were  married.  They  moved  to  Jersey  county,  Illinois,  where  they  purchased 
land,  Mr.  O’Day  being  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  there  they  made  their 
home,  becoming  well  established.  Mrs.  O'Day  died  there  August  20,  1872, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years,  and  Mr.  O'Day  lives  at  Alton,  Illinois.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  William  McGuire; 
Michael  lives  in  St.  Louis;  Thomas  is  a  farmer  in  Worth  county.  The  other 
son,  John  M.  O'Day,  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Jersey  county,  Illinois,  Sep¬ 
tember  25,  1864.  He  received  a  good  common  school  education  and  worked 
on  the  home  farm  during  his  youth.  On  August  12,  1896,  he  married  Katy 
Boedeker,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Anna  B.  (Hoeveke)  Boedeker,  of  Worth 
county,  Missouri.  Her  father  was  born  in  December,  1839,  in  Prussia,  Ger¬ 
many,  in  which  province  his  parents,  Joseph  and  Eliza  B.  Boedeker,  spent  their 
lives.  The  father  of  Mrs.  O’Day  came  to  America  in  1857  and  located  in 
Illinois.  On  July  4,  1861,  he  gave  evidence  of  his  patriotism  for  his  adopted 
country  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army.  First  Missouri  Cavalry,  and  served 
very  faithfully  until  September  10,  1864.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge, 
Prairie  Grove  and  many  skirmishes.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Day  began  their  mar¬ 
ried  life  on  the  Jackson  ranch,  Mr.  O'Day  assuming  management  of  the  same, 
remaining  there  eight  years,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  has  added  to  this  until  he  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  eighty-six  acres,  one-half  of  which  consists  of  the 
Platte  valley  bottoms,  and  it  is  one  of  the  best  improved  and  most  desirable 
farms  of  the  township,  well  tilled  and  carefully  managed  so  that  large  returns 
are  realized  from  the  labor  Mr.  O'Day  expends  upon  it.  He  has  a  very  com¬ 
modious  and  beautifully  located  dwelling  and  good  outbuildings.  Being  a 
progressive  man  of  affairs,  he  believes  that  what  is  worth  doing  at  all  is  worth 
doing  right,  as  a  glance  at  his  premises  would  readily  indicate.  He  has  an 
excellent  orchard,  set  in  different  varieties  of  choice  fruit.  He  keeps  the  best 
grades  of  stock  and  is  a  breeder  of  shorthorn  cattle,  for  which  he  finds  a 
very  ready  market  owing  to  their  superior  quality. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Day  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Parnell,  and 
Mr.  O’Day  has  served  as  school  director  of  his  district,  and  he  is  always  inter¬ 
ested  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  general  welfare  of  his  township  and 
county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Day  four  children  were  born,  the  first  dying  in  in¬ 
fancy,  unnamed,  on  May  29,  1897;  Marie  was  born  February  5,  1889;  Anna 
was  born  January  21,  1901  ;  Elva  was  born  March  13,  1904,  and  died  January 
26,  1908. 


JOHN  BLACKBURN. 

The  farm  owned  by  John  Blackburn  in  Jackson  township  shows  at  a 
glance  that  a  man  of  thrift  and  industry  manages  it.  He  has  good  buildings, 
his  fences  are  kept  in  good  repair  and  his  fields  are  well  tilled  and  carefully 
looked  after  as  to  washes  and  other  damaging  agencies,  all  his  improvements 
being  well  up  to  those  on  the  best  farms  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Blackburn  was  born  October  19,  1863,  in  Louisa  county,  Iowa,  and 
is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  C.  (Morris)  Blackburn,  the  father  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  July  28.  1808,  and  died  September  9,  1866.  Mary  C. 
Morris  was  born  in  New  York,  November  25,  1831.  They  came  west  when 
young  and  were  married  in  Iowa,  July  23,  1848,  and  Mr.  Blackburn  was  liv¬ 
ing  on  his  farm  when  he  died,  February  7,  1892.  While  Mrs.  Blackburn  was 
visiting  her  son,  John,  of  this  review,  she  was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and  died. 
She  was  buried  at  the  cemetery  at  Parnell,  and  Mr.  Blackburn  was  buried  in 
Iowa.  They  were  good,  honest  people,  enjoying  many  friends.  Nine  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  them,  seven  of  whom  are  deceased,  namely :  Nancy  was  the 
wife  of  Jesse  Thorpe;  Mariah  was  the  wife  of  W.  H.  Smith;  Jane  was  the 
wife  of  J.  B.  Makin ;  Emma,  Samuel  and  two  twins  died  young;  those  living 
are  Ann,  wife  of  B.  I.  Graham,  of  Iowa,  and  John,  of  this  review. 

Mr.  Blackburn  received  a  common  school  education  and  was  married  on 
January  11,  1888,  to  Lillie  D.  McDowell,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  of  this  county.  Mr.  McDowell  is  a  farmer  and  in  his  family  mum 
bered  twelve  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blackburn  began  their  married  life  on  a  rented  farm  and 
in  1894  purchased  a  farm  of  thirty-eight  and  one-half  acres,  and  later  added 
to  this,  and  he  now  has  sixty  acres  of  good  land.  He  keeps  good  horses  as 
well  as  other  varieties  of  livestock  and  he  has  a  cozv  home. 
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Mr.  Blackburn  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  his  wife  and 
daughter  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  while  Mr. 
Blackburn  is  not  a  member  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  same.  Their  only  daugh¬ 
ter,  Regina  May,  was  born  May  25,  1890;  after  finishing  the  common  school 
course,  she  attended  the  State  Normal  for  eighteen  months,  holding  a  good 
grade  of  license.  She  taught  for  some  time  in  the  public  schools  and  during 
the  past  year  she  was  one  of  the  teachers  in  the  Parnell  schools,  having  at¬ 
tained  the  reputation  as  one  of  Nodaway  county’s  most  successful  teachers, 
being  well  educated  and  a  good  disciplinarian. 


HENRY  A.  BOEDEKER. 

The  German  empire  has  sent  a  number  of  its  progressive,  law-abiding 
and  altogether  desirable  citizens  to  Nodaway  county,  and  they  have,  almost 
without  exception,  become  well  situated  and  are  highly  respected  citizens.  An 
excellent  representative  of  this  class  is  Henry  A.  Boedeker,  of  Jackson  town¬ 
ship,  who  was  born  January  2T,  1843,  ’n  Warburg,  Prussia,  the  son  of  Adolph 
and  Frederica  (Watermeier)  Boedeker.  The  parents  lived  and  died  in  their 
native  country,  and  their  son,  Henry  A.,  spent  his  early  life  in  the  Fatherland 
also,  being  educated  there.  He  crossed  the  great  Atlantic  in  1867,  landing  on 
our  shores  in  May  of  that  year.  In  the  fall  of  1868  he  married  Theresa 
Brehm,  who  was  born  March  11,  1847,  in  Bavaria  and  who  came  to  this 
country  in  1850,  and  located  in  Illinois,  where  she  met  and  married  Mr.  Boed¬ 
eker,  beginning  their  married  life  in  that  state.  About  three  years  later  they 
moved  to  Indiana,  locating  in  Lake  county.  Mr.  Boedeker  engaged  in  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  teaching  during  the  years  he  spent  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  having 
been  educated  for  the  same  in  a  parochial  seminary  in  his  native  country,  in 
which  his  father  and  his  paternal  grandfather  were  also  teachers.  He  was 
very  successful  in  this  line  of  endeavor,  but  in  1876  abandoned  the  school 
room  and  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  purchasing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  section  9,  Jackson  township.  He  later  sold  forty  acres  of  this 
tract  and  purchased  eighty  acres,  now  owning  an  excellent  and  well  improved 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  On  this  he  built  a  modern  and  beau¬ 
tifully  designed  dwelling  in  1903.  He  has  a  well  kept  place  in  every  respect, 
his  improvements  being  of  the  best  and  he  carries  on  general  agricultural 
pursuits  in  a  very  successful  manner.  He  is  well  known  here  and  is  one  of 
the  township's  most  highly  respected  citizens.  He  and  Mrs.  Boedeker  are 
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members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  but  Mr.  Boedeker  is  independent  in 
politics.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  name¬ 
ly  :  Theresa  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Fleig,  of  St.  Louis;  August,  who  received  a 
normal  training  at  Maryville  and  Stanberry,  Missouri,  has  been  for  several 
years  one  of  the  successful  teachers  of  this  and  Gentry  county  and  makes  his 
home  with  his  father;  he  owns  eighty  acres  in  sections  n  and  15  and  gives 
some  attention  to  the  occupation  of  farming;  Clara;  Anna  and  Frederica,  who 
attended  the  normal  school  at  Maryville,  remain  members  of  the  home  circle; 
those  deceased  are  Mary,  Adolph,  Anthony,  Lena  and  Benno.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boedeker  have  two  grandchildren,  Marie  and  Emelia. 

o 


JAMES  H.  HUTCHISON. 

A  man  who  has  left  no  stone  unturned  whereby  he  could  learn  more  of 
effectual  farming  and  therefore  reap  the  just  rewards  of  his  labor  is  James 
H.  Hutchison,  of  Jackson  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  was  born  August 
26,  1866,  in  Montgomery  county,  Illinois,  the  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  E. 
(Clotfelter)  Hutchison.  The  father  was  born  in  Cape  Girardeau  county, 
Missouri,  and  the  mother  in  Montgomery  county,  Illinois,  and  they  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  last  named  county.  In  1870  they  moved  to  Jasper  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  they  lived  three  years,  then  returned  to  Illinois  for  one  year. 
From  there  they  went  to  Texas  and  made  their  home  in  the  Lone  Star  state 
for  a  period  of  nine  years.  In  1882  they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
and  purchased  land  in  section  29,  Jackson  township.  Here  Mr.  Hutchison 
made  his  home  until  1894,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Parnell, 
where  he  purchased  property  and  lived  until  his  death,  February  1,  1900,  and 
is  buried  at  Parnell.  He  was  rewarded  with  a  fair  measure  of  success  all 
through  life  and  was  a  well  liked  man  in  every  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Parnell.  His  widow  is  still  living  at  Parnell  at  an  advanced  age. 
She  is  loyal  to  the  Methodist  church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  S.  Hutchison 
six  children  were  born,  of  whom  four  are  living,  George,  James  H.,  Charles 
and  Annie,  the  wife  of  H.  Thompson;  Gertie  is  deceased,  and  a  baby  died  in 
infancy  unnamed. 

Tames  H.  Hutchison,  of  this  review,  received  a  good  common  school  edu¬ 
cation  and  remained  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until  of  age.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Lear  Lyle,  daughter  of  Cyrus  A.  and  Mariah  (Miller)  Lyle.  Her  father. 
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a  well  known  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Worth  county,  Missouri,  is  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  came  to  Worth  county  in  1865.  Mrs.  Hutchison  is  the 
second  daughter  of  a  family  of  five  children.  Her  sisters  are  Viola  and  Flora, 
now  Mrs.  Spoonmore,  and  her  brothers  are  Ellis  and  George. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchison  began  their  married  life  with  his  father,  with 
whom  they  lived  two  years,  then  Mr.  Hutchison  purchased  and  moved  on  the 
farm  which  he  still  occupies,  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising.  His  first 
purchase  was  eighty  acres  and  he  has  added  another  eighty.  He  is  an  up-to- 
date  farmer,  and  he  has  a  good  place  and  a  very  comfortable  home,  pleasantly 
located. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchison,  namely: 
Oscar,  born  January  3,.  1893,  and  died  January  11,  1897;  Lula,  born  January 
2,  1897;  Myrta,  born  December  7,  1900  ;  Clarence,  born  July  24,  1907. 


JAMES  L.  McMULIN. 

The  McMulin  family,  which  came  to  Nodaway  county  from  the  state 
of  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly  honored  ones  of  Jackson  town¬ 
ship,  one  of  the  best  known  being  James  L.,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Ohio,  November  23,  i860.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  McMulin,  who 
was  born  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  March  17,  1833,  an(A  who,  in  his  seven¬ 
teenth  year,  moved  to  Washington  county,  that  state,  and  there  received  the 
larger  part  of  his  education  and  he  alternated  teaching  with  farming.  On 
September  22,  1855,  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Sample,  of  Ohio,  and  in 
1865  moved  to  Owen  county,  Indiana,  and  after  a  residence  there  of  eighteen 
months  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Sweet  Home,  Jackson  township,  and  remained  in  business  there 
fourteen  years,  a  portion  of  which  time  Mr.  McMulin  was  associated  with 
partners.  In  1880  he  retired  from  active  business  and  gave  his  attention  to 
his  farm.  He  was  successful  both  as  a  farmer  and  a  merchant,  and  from 
time  to  time  he  accumulated  land  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  thousand  and 
five  hundred  acres,  much  of  which  lies  in  one  body  adjoining  his  original 
home  farm,  which  is  as  good  land  as  the  county  can  boast  and  is  kept  under 
a  fine  state  of  improvement.  Mr.  McMulin  is  not  only  the  largest  land 
owner,  but  also  the  leading  money  lender  of  Jackson  township  and  he  also 
owns  valuable  business  and  residence  properties  in  Ravenwood  and  he  is 
one  of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the  Ravenwood  Bank.  He  is  widely 
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known  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  business  men  in  Nodaway  county, 
eminently  deserving  the  large  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  owing  to 
the  fact  that  he  has  made  it  all  unaided,  being  a  self-made  man  and  has 
been  independent  of  everyone.  In  1907  he  selected  an  attractive  location  and 
erected  a  beautiful  residence,  modern,  commodious  and  in  the  midst  of  at¬ 
tractive  surroundings.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  cost  several  thousand  dollars, 
being  modern  in  every  detail.  Here  he  and  his  faithful  life  companion  pre¬ 
pared  to  spend  their  declining  years  in  comfort  and  serenity,  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  the  former  years  of  toil  and  endeavor,  for  they  always  delighted  in 
entertaining  their  numerous  friends,  being  hospitable  and  kind  to  all.  there¬ 
by  meriting  the  high  esteem  in  which  they  were  held  by  everyone  wherever 
they  li\  ed ;  but  on  September  9,  1907,  Mrs.  McMulin  was  summoned  to  her 
reward  by  the  Good  Shepherd  and  she  is  sleeping  the  last  sleep  in  God’s 
Acre  at  Sweet  Home  cemetery.  Mr.  McMulin  cannot  fully  enjoy  his  beau¬ 
tiful  home  without  the  genial  presence  of  his  beloved  wife.  He  has  but  one 
child,  a  son,  James  L.,  of  this  review,  who  has  proved  to  be  a  worthy  son 
of  a  worthy  sire  and  who  takes  a  delight  in  ministering  to  every  want  of  his 
father. 

James  L.  McMulin  received  a  good  education  and  for  some  time  clerked 
in  his  father’s  store  and  became  owner  of  the  same  when  his  father  retired 
from  the  mercantile  business,  but  after  two  years  of  ownership  he  disposed 
of  the  store  and  in  1885  was  m^rried  to  Anna  Tarleton,  daughter  of  Charles 
L.  and  Miriam  Tarleton.  her  father  being  a  well  known  physician  and  sur¬ 
geon  of  Jefferson  City,  Missouri.  Mrs.  McMulin  is  a  lady  of  education, 
culture  and  refinement  and  is  a  favorite  with  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

James  L.  McMulin  now  owns  and  occupies  an  excellent  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  adjoining  his  father's  place,  and  he  engages  prin¬ 
cipally  in  stock  raising,  feeding  and  grazing,  and  his  place  ranks  well  with 
the  best  in  the  township  in  every  respect,  being  well  improved  and  well  kept, 
everything  indicating  that  a  gentleman  of  thrift  and  good  judgment  has  its 
management  in  hand.  He  is  well  informed  on  the  current  topics  of  the 
times,  is  quiet  and  unassuming,  and  he  is  kept  busy  in  looking  after  his  farm 
and  that  of  his  father,  a  large  portion  of  the  affairs  of  which  are  now  in  his 
hands. 

In  politics  Mr.  McMulin  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  church,  and  all  the  children  except  the  youngest  are 
members  of  this  church ;  also  the  son-in-law.  Six  children  have  graced  this 
union,  named  as  follows :  Miriam  Rebecca  is  the  wife  of  Cyrus  Thompson ; 
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Henry  T.  has  turned  his  attention  to  merchandising  at  Ravenwood ;  Della 
L.,  Ezra  C.  and  Harriet  A.  are  attending  school  at  Ravenwood  and  are 
members  of  the  home  circle. 

Personally  Mr.  McMulin  is  a  very  pleasant  gentleman,  straightforward 
in  all  his  business  relations  with  his  fellow-men,  courteous,  generous  and  a 
man  who  makes  friends  readily  and  has  no  trouble  in  retaining  them. 


THOMAS  A.  BRASHEAR. 

The  gentleman  to  whom  the  biographer  now  calls  the  reader’s  atten¬ 
tion  has  for  many  decades  been  a  resident  of  Nodaway  county,  in  fact,  has 
spent  the  major  part  of  his  useful  and  active  life  here,  and  although  it  has 
not  been  altogether  one  of  ease,  yet  today  he  can  look  back  with  satisfaction 
as  he  recalls  the  arduous  toil  performed,  the  many  obstacles  overcome  and 
the  victories  won  in  his  struggles  to  gain  the  independence  that  is  now  his. 
But  those  sturdy  traits  of  his  pioneer  ancestors  were  inherited  by  him  and 
exemplified  in  the  determination  and  perseverance  which  characterized  him. 
The  country  is  largely  indebted  to  the  sturdy  and  indefatigable  class  of  citn 
zens  of  which  Thomas  A.  Brashear  is  a  conspicuous  example. 

Mr.  Brashear  was  born  March  30,  1840,  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  William  G.  and  Rosa  (Wood)  Brashear,  natives  of  the 
Spartenburg  district,  South  Carolina,  the  father  having  been  born  January 
13,  1807,  and  died  May  10,  1862,  in  Adair  county,  Missouri.  His  wife  was 
born  September  22,  1809,  and  died  August  29,  1900.  They  were  reared  and 
were  married  in  their  native  country,  then  they  with  their  parents,  James 
and  Susan  (Burnett)  Wood,  and  family  emigrated  to  Ralls  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  the  spring  of  1827.  After  the  death  of  her  parents  in  1841,  they 
moved  to  Adair  county,  this  state,  locating  near  the  present  site  of  Brashear, 
which  place  was  named  in  honor  of  R.  M.  Brashear.  He  was  a  man  of  tem¬ 
perate  habits,  a  firm  believer  in  the  religion  of  the  Christ;  he  was  courageous 
and  aggressive  and  hesitated  at  no  obstacles,  advocated  strongly  all  public 
improvements  and  better  educational  facilities,  even  giving  up  a  portion  of 
his  dwelling  to  be  used  as  a  school  house,  free  of  charge,  where  his  own 
and  neighbors’  children  received  instruction  until  a  school  house  could  be 
built  in  the  neighborhood.  No  one  could  have  taken  greater  pride  in  the 
general  development  of  the  country  than  he,  especially  the  moral  and  intel- 
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lectual  advancement  of  the  youth  of  his  acquaintance,  and  he  was  always 
ready  to  encourage  them.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  His 
family  consisted  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing, 
namely:  Coleman  resides  in  California;  Mary  J.  is  the  wife  of  Green  L. 
Patterson  and  lives  in  Illinois;  Richard  M.  lives  in  Ivirksville,  Missouri; 
Cynthia,  now  Mrs.  Mosley,  lives  in  Oklahoma;  John  W.  lives  at  Odessa, 
Missouri;  Martha  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Conkle,  of  Brashear,  Missouri; 
George  B.  lives  in  Oklahoma,  and  Thomas  A.,  of  this  review.  Those  de¬ 
ceased  are,  Millicent,  James  W.,  Susan  A.  and  Nancy. 

Thomas  A.  Brashear  spent  his  boyhood  days  at  home  and  received  a 
very  limited  education  in  the  old-time  log  school  houses,  teachers  in  those 
days  being  paid  principally  by  subscription,  their  remuneration  often  being- 
in  corn,  flour  and  like  commodities.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Brashear  proved  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army  from  Adair 
county,  Missouri,  July  12,  1861,  as  a  private  in  Company  A,  Fourteenth 
Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Thompson  and  Col. 
John  M.  Palmer,  serving  three  years  and  three  months,  having  seen  service 
in  the  vicinity  of  Springfield,  Missouri,  in  the  fall  and  winter  of  1861,  fight¬ 
ing  the  Confederate  General  Price.  He  was  at  Fort  Henry,  and  Fort 
Donelson  on  February  14,  1862,  Shiloh,  April  6th  following,  siege  of  Cor¬ 
inth,  April  30th,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  from  May  18  to  July  4,  1863,  also  at 
the  battle  of  Champion  Hills.  On  February  4,  1864,  he  was  with  Sherman 
in  his  raid  to  Meridian.  The  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Regiments  were 
consolidated  in  July,  1864,  and  known  as  the  Veteran  Battalion.  This  regi¬ 
ment  marched  between  the  following  points  to  Tallahatchee,  Holly  Springs, 
Memphis,  Bolivar,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Meridian,  Chattanooga  to  Marietta, 
Georgia.  Mr.  Brashear  received  an  honorable  discharge  on  August  24, 
1864,  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  soon  thereafter  he  returned  home. 

On  October  27,  1866,  Mr.  Brashear  was  married  to  Laura  L.  Grayson, 
daughter  of  Oren  and  Evaline  (Wooly)  Grayson,  of  Adair  county,  Missouri, 
who  emigrated  to  that  locality  in  1862.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brashear  began  their 
married  life  in  Buchanan  county  and  they  came  to  Nodaway  county  in  1888 
and  purchased  the  first  lot  sold  in  Parnell  and  on  the  same  Mr.  Brashear 
erected  a  dwelling  and  a  butcher  shop,  and  engaged  successfully  in  the 
butcher  business  for  six  years,  when  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
buying  and  shipping  stock  extensively  and  he  became  well  fixed  from  a  ma¬ 
terial  standpoint  by  reason  of  his  persistent  activity  and  good  management. 
On  January  19,  1898,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Parnell  under  Me- 
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Kinley's  administration,  and  he  has  held  this  position  continuously  ever 
since,  giving  the  utmost  satisfaction  to  the  department  and  the  best  of  serv¬ 
ice  to  the  patrons  of  the  office.  He  makes  his  home  on  his  farm  of  twenty- 
seven  acres,  adjoining  the  town  of  Parnell  on  the  south.  It  is  a  very  valu¬ 
able  little  place  and  is  well  kept.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  thirty-nine  years  and  has  very  ably  filled  all  the 
chairs  of  the  subordinate  lodge.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Rebekahs,  Mr.  Brashear  having  held  all  the  chairs  in  the  same.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for  twenty-five  years  and  has 
been  commander  of  the  post  for  the  past  nine  years. 

Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brashear,  only  three  of 
whom  are  living :  Anna  is  the  wife  of  George  W.  Korell,  of  Andrew  coun¬ 
ty ;  Rosa  A.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  C.  Evans;  Benjamin  H.  lives  at  Savannah, 
Missouri;  those  deceased  are,  Charles  C..,  Lewis.  Markie,  Bruce,  Willie  and 
Wilburn. 


GOLDIA  ANDERSON. 

The  many  friends  of  the  estimable  young  lady  whose  biography  is 
herewith  briefly  set  forth  will  doubtless  be  glad  to  learn  more  of  her  indi¬ 
viduality  than  they  have  hitherto  been  able  t-o  glean  from  a  passing  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  to  ascertain  that  she  is  the  creditable  representative  of  one  of  the 
highly  honored  and  sterling  pioneer  families  of  Nodaway  county,  members 
of  which  have  for  several  generations  been  especially  active  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  vicinity  adjacent  to  Parnell,  and  Independence  township. 

Goldia  Anderson  was  born  April  9,  1888,  near  the  town  of  Parnell,  and 
she  has  made  this  place  her  home,  being  reared  and  educated  here,  having 
passed  through  the  common  schools,  and  later  graduating  with  an  excellent 
record  from  the  normal  school  at  Maryville.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Margaret  R.  (Hawk)  Anderson.  Her  father,  James  Anderson,  was 
elected  sheriff  of  Nodaway  county,  serving  two  terms  in  a  very  praiseworthy 
manner,  and  her  grandfather,  A.  J.  Anderson,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers  of  Nodaway  county,  having  moved  here  as  early  as  1842  and  located 
near  the  present  site  of  Parnell,  there  being  only  three  other  white  settlers 
in  this  part  of  the  county.  The  maternal  grandfather,  George  W.  Hawk, 
moved  from  the  state  of  Illinois  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  the  year 
1868. 
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Miss  Anderson  is  at  present  assistant  postmistress  at  Parnell,  a  position 
which  she  has  filled  with  credit  to  herself  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned  for  three  years  to  the  time  of  this  publication.  Owing  to  her  edu¬ 
cational  attainments,  her  pleasing  and  affable  manners  and  her  uniform 
kindness  and  culture,  she  is  entitled  to  rank  among  the  popular  and  worthy 
daughters  of  Nodaway  county. 


WILLIAM  DISS. 

Another  citizen  from  the  old  Buckeye  state  who  has  found  it  very  much 
to  his  advantage  in  many  ways  to  spend  his  life  in  Nodaway  county,  Mis- 
souri,  rather  than  on  his  native  hills  is  William  Diss,  of  near  Ravenwood, 
Jackson  township,  who  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  in  1844.  He  is  the 
son  of  Peter  and  Catherine  Diss,  natives  of  France,  from  which  country  they 
came  to  America  about  1835  and  settled  in  Ohio,  where  they  remained  for 
twenty  years,  moving  to  Illinois  in  1855,  where,  in  1857,  Peter  Diss  passed 
from  earth.  His  wife  went  to  Kansas  to  live  with  her  son  and  her  death 
occurred  in  that  state  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Peter  Diss 
was  a  nailsmith  by  trade,  which  he  followed  in  France,  but  devoted  his  at¬ 
tention  to  farming  in  this  country.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  church,  and  the  mother  is  buried  at  Maryville  and  the  father  at 
Mt.  Sterling,  Illinois.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  four  of  whom 
are  living,  Frank,  John,  Joseph  and  William;  those  deceased  are  Jacob,  Eliz¬ 
abeth  and  Mary. 

William  Diss,  of  this  review,  received  a  common  school  education,  and 
in  1873  he  was  married  to  Amelia  Doran,  daughter  of  Lawrence  and  Bridget 
Doran,  of  this  county.  They  began  their  married  life  on  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  which  he  owned  in  this  county,  but  he  sold  the  same  in  a  few 
years  and  moved  to  North  Dakota,  where  he  lived  one  year,  then  returned 
to  Nodaway  county  and  purchased  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  section  28,  Jackson  township,  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising,  which  he  has  continued  very  successfully,  keeping  his  place 
in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  The  forty  years  he  has  spent  in  this  county 
has  seen  vast  changes  and  improvements,  which  he  has  taken  a  conspicuous 
part  in,  and  during  which  time  he  has  become  widely  known  and  made 
hosts  of  friends.  Fie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church,  and 
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he  served  as  school  director  of  his  district  for  a  number  of  years.  Politi¬ 
cally  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  his  support  to  all  questions  involving  the  general 
good  of  the  community  may  always  be  depended  upon. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Diss,  namely:  Clara, 
Peter.  Lawrence,  Joseph  and  Nellie.  Clara  is  married  to  Hugh  Donald  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  three  children.  Hubert,  Francis  and  Gerald. 


LEWIS  A.  NIGH. 

Another  of  the  enterprising  natives  of  the  Buckeye  state  who  has  profited 
by  coming  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  is  L.  A.  Nigh,  of  near  Parnell, 
Independence  township.  His  birth  occurred  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  in 
1854.  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and  Nancy  (Evans)  Nigh,  the  mother 
born  in  Ohio  and  the  father  in  Indiana.  He  was  a  painter  by  trade  and  he 
came  to  Henderson  county,  Illinois,  in  1863  and  bought  forty  acres  of  land 
and  lived  there  until  1872,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Kansas  and  bought 
forty  acres,  on  which  he  remained  until  1878.  He  spent  the  last  year  of  his 
life  with  his  son,  L.  A.  Nigh,  in  this  township,  dying  here  in  1879.  His  wife 
died  several  years  before,  about  1859.  George  Nigh  was  first  married  to 
a  Miss  Green,  then  to  Nancy  Evans,  and  later  to  Ruth  Jackson.  He  was  the 
father  of  eight  children,  five  children  in  the  immediate  family  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  Thomas,  a  brother,  and  Henry,  a  half-brother,  were  in  the  Civil 
war  ;  Thomas  ran  away  when  fifteen  years  of  age  and  after  the  third  attempt 
at  enlisting,  was  accepted.  He  served  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  then 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army.  He  was  killed  while  he  and  two  others  were 
arresting  a  sheriff  in  Texas.  The  other  son  who  became  a  soldier,  Henry, 
lived  through  the  war  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

L.  A.  Nigh  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  until  nine  years  of  age,  then 
began  working  out,  continuing  thus  until  twenty  years  old  when  he  came  to 
Missouri,  and  while  yet  single  came  to  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  in  1874, 
making  the  trip  with  a  family  that  located  in  Atchison  county.  After  remain¬ 
ing  there  only  five  days,  Mr.  Nigh  came  to  Nodaway  county.  The  first  year 
he  “cropped"  for  one-third  share  on  a  farm  one  mile  north  of  Gaynor  City. 
The  next  year  he  rented  a  farm,  then  ran  a  threshing-machine  three  seasons. 
He  later  traded  the  machine  for  a  cow  and  forty  dollars  in  money.  He  pro¬ 
cured  a  team,  harness  and  a  plow.  He  had  a  hard  time  getting  a  start,  the 
two  years  preceding  having  been  the  famous  grasshopper  and  drought  years 
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respectively.  That  spring  he  broke  one  hundred  and  five  acres  of  prairie  at 
two  dollars  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre  and  that  summer  he  followed  the 
thresher. 

On  December  30.  1876.  Mr.  Nigh  married  Angeline  Scowden,  daughter 
of  John  and  Susan  (Holton)  Scowden.  John  Scowden  was  born  in  Pike 
county.  Ohio,  in  1824,  and  was  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth  (Cross) 
Scowden,  early  settlers  in  Pike  county,  probably  born  in  Pennsylvania.  John 
Scowden  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  and  he  married  Susan  Holton,  daughter 
of  James  and  Margaret  (Staley)  Holton,  pioneers  in  Pike  county,  but  he  was 
born  in  Miller  county.  John  Scowden  and  family,  all  but  one  son,  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  located  in  Independence  township,  where 
Mr.  Scowden  farmed  until  his  death.  He  and  his  son  owned  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  they  improved.  John  Scowden  was  the 
father  of  five  children.  Pie  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  a  Democrat  and  was  at  one  time  justice  of  the  peace  in  Independence 
township,  holding  this  office  several  years.  He  also  held  the  same  office  in 
Ohio. 

After  his  marriage  L.  A.  Nigh  rented  two  different  farms,  one  each 
year  following,  and  broke  the  wild  prairie  sod  on  the  same.  He  then  bought 
forty  acres  two  miles  south  and  one-half  mile  east  of  Gaynor  City.  Selling 
this  for  seven  hundred  dollars,  in  January,  1881,  he  bought  eighty  acres  one 
mile  east  of  Orrsburg  at  ten  dollars  pef  acre,  raw  prairie  land.  That  winter 
he  sold  it  for  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  then  bought  eighty  acres  one-fourth 
mile  east  of  Gaynor  City,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  prospered  by 
reason  of  his  close  application  and  good  management,  has  erected  a  good 
dwelling  and  other  buildings  and  added  to  his  original  tract  until  he  now 
has  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Gaynor  City. 
He  raises  and  feeds  cattle  and  hogs  extensively  besides  carrying  on  general 
farming,  all  in  a  manner  that  stamps  him  as  being  fully  abreast  of  the  times. 

In  the  spring  of  1910  Mr.  Nigh  organized  the  Farmers  Bank  at  Parnell, 
this  township,  and  he  is  director  of  the  same.  This  bank  is  rapidly  growing 
in  prestige  and  fills  a  long  felt  want  in  this  community.  Mr.  Nigh  is  now 
serving  his  fourteenth  year  as  township  trustee,  having  held  the  office  con¬ 
secutively  except  during  a  brief  period  when  the  plan  of  this  office  was  some¬ 
what  altered  and  the  duties  of  the  same  were  discharged  by  the  count}' 
officials.  He  has  served  very  faithfully  as  clerk  of  the  school  board  for  about 
twenty-three  years  consecutively.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mrs. 
Nigh  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


I037 


The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nigh:  Leroy, 
May,  Lora.  Lizzie,  John,  Mary,  who  died  when  three  years  old;  George, 
Ernest,  Robert  and  Harley. 

Mr.  Nigh  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
north  and  eastern  parts  of  Nodaway  county  and  is  well  known  throughout 
the  county,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  His 
record  demonstrates  that  where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a  way  and  that  obstacles 
to  success  may  be  overcome  by  courage  and  self-reliance.  His  career  has 
been  fraught  with  good  to  his  fellow-men  and  his  example  is  cordially  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  youth  of  the  land  whose  life  work  is  yet  a  matter  of  the 
future. 


P.  C.  WEST. 

A  man  who  is  interested  not  only  in  his  individual  affairs,  but  also  in 
those  of  his  county  in  general,  is  P.  C.  West,  who  has  one  of  the  best  kept 
farms  in  the  northern  part  of  Nodaway  county.  He  was  born  in  Mer¬ 
cer  county,  Illinois,  in  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  H.  R.  and  Sibble  (Cooper) 
West,  the  father  born  in  Kentucky  in  1836  and  the  mother  born  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  1837.  H.  R.  West  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  having  enlisted 
in  an  Illinois  regiment  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in 
many  battles,  but  escaped  without  a  wound;  however,  bullets  passed  through 
his  clothing.  He  devoted  his  life  to  farming.  In  1865  he  moved  to  Iowa, 
buying  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  raw  land  in  Lucas  county.  He 
made  a  trip  to  Texas,  coming  through  Missouri  in  a  very  early  day,  some¬ 
time  before  the  Civil  war,  and  he  bought  a  farm  in  the  Lone  Star  state,  but 
never  located  on  it.  While  living  at  Sheridan,  Iowa,  he  maintained  a  drug 
store  for  about  fifteen  years.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  in  Sheridan,  Iowa, 
the  former  in  1898  and  the  latter  in  1900.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children.  H.  R.  West  was  a  Republican  and  he  was,  for  many  years,  a 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Sheridan,  Iowa.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Christian  church  from  his  youth  up,  and  known  to  all  as  a  good  man  who 
delighted  in  the  welfare  of  others  and  was  ready  to  assist  them. 

P.  C.  West  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Sheridan,  Iowa,  and 
after  leaving  the  school  room  he  took  up  farming  for  a  livelihood  and  has 
devoted  his  attention  to  this  line  of  endeavor  ever  since.  It  was  in  1875 
that  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  and  for  three  years  thereafter  he  worked 
for  his  brother-in-law.  also  three  vears  for  his  brother  and  one  year  for  a 
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farmer  in  Illinois.  He  then  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  near  Gaynor  City 
and  lived  there  eighteen  years.  It  was  raw  land,  but  he  was  a  hard  worker 
and  soon  had  it  under  fine  improvements.  He  then  traded  for  two  hundred 
and  two  acres  in  Hopkins  township,  where  he  is  now  located,  owning  one  of 
the  choice  farms  of  the  township,  which  he  has  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of 

improvement  and  which  yields  abundantly  various  kinds  of  crops.  He  has 

• 

lived  here  since  March,  1900.  In  1908  he  retired  from  active  farming,  but 
still  lives  in  his  comfortable  home  on  the  place. 

Mr.  West  was  married  in  1883  to  Anna  Lewis,  and  to  this  union  five 
children  have  been  born:  E.  G.,  who  is  farming  on  the  home  place;  L.  C., 
who  is  one  of  the  hospital  physicians  at  Gary,  Indiana,  was  graduated  from 
Maryville  Normal  and  in  the  spring  of  1910  he  graduated  from  a  school  of 
medicine  and  surgery  in  Chicago;  Bertha  B.  is  living  at  home;  W.  W.  is 
engaged  in  the  creamery  business  at  Los  Angeles,  California;  Ernest  is  living 
at  home. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  West  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  politically,  Mr.  West  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant 
for  office.  His  life  has  been  led  along  safe  and  conservative  lines  and  his 
relations  with  his  fellow-men  in  every  walk  of  life  have  been  most  pleasant 
and  satisfactory  owing  to  his  constant  desire  to  abide  by  the  Golden  Rule. 


ANTHONY  ROSELER 


The  late  Anthony  Roseler,  of  Jackson  township,  Nodaway  county,  was  a 
man  whom  everyone  respected  owing  to  his  life  of  industry  and  integrity. 
He  was  successful  as  a  farmer  and  established  a  good  home  for  his  family. 
Like  many  of  our  best  citizens,  he  was  a  native  of  Germany,  having  been 
born  in  Sanebeck,  November  26,  1842.  He  was  the  son  of  Aloysius  and 
Theresa  Roseler,  who  lived  and  died  in  their  native  country.  Anthony  grew 
to  maturity  in  his  home  country  and  was  educated  there.  In  1875  he  niar- 
ried  Christina  Brauer,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Johanna  Brauer,  who  also 
lived  and  died  in  the  Fatherland,  Mr.  Brauer  being  a  weaver  by  trade.  Mrs. 
Roseler  was  born  in  1854,  in  Benthiem,  Germany,  and  there  grew  to  matur¬ 
ity  and  was  educated. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roseler  came  to  America  in  May,  1880,  and  after  working 
two  months  in  a  wire-nail  factory  in  Youngstown,  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Roseler 
came  to  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  where  his  two  sisters  were  located,  then 
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sent  for  his  wife  and  three  children,  who  came  here  in  November  of  the  same 
year.  The  family  settled  on  a  farm  four  miles  east  of  Raven  wood.  The 
place  was  covered  with  hazel  brush  and  was  in  a  very  wild  state,  but  Mr. 
Roseler  was  a  hard  working  man  and  he  soon  had  it  cleared  and  a  good  home 
established.  The  family  lived  there  very  comfortably  until  1903,  when  Mr. 
Roseler  sold  out  and  bought  a  two-hundred-acre  farm  three  and  one-fourth 
miles  southeast  of  Ravenwood  and  there  he  lived  until  his  death,  on  June  13, 
1909.  He  had  an  excellent  farm  here  in  which  he  took  a  great  pride.  Mrs. 
Roseler  and  her  sons  operate  the  place  very  successfully,  carrying  out  the 
plans  the  father  inaugurated.  Mr.  Roseler  was  an  honest,  upright,  loval 
man,  a  persistent  worker  and  a  law-abiding  citizen  in  every  sense  of  the  word, 
and  he  had  not  an  enemy  in  the  world.  He  had  been  an  excellent  soldier  in 
the  German  army,  serving  three  years,  the  time  required  of  all  able  bodied 
men  of  the  Fatherland,  and  he  took  part  in  the  war  between  Germany  and 
France  in  1870-71,  and  in  1866  between  Germany  and  Austria. 

Mr.  Roseler  was  twice  married,  first  to  Catherine  Weber  in  1868,  and 
to  this  union  one  son,  Peter  Roseler,  was  born;  he  now  lives  in  the  city  of 
St.  Joseph.  Mr.  Roseler’s  first  wife  died  in  1872.  To  his  second  union 
seven  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born,  namely:  Theodore,  born  January 
11,  1877;  Marie,  born  December  6,  1878,  is  the  wife  of  H.  Dressmann ; 
Elizabeth,  born  November  23,  1881,  is  the  wife  of  Theodore  Phaff ;  Henry, 
born  November  27,  1883,  died  April  24,  1898;  Joseph,  born  January  31, 
1886;  John,  born  March  24,  1888;  Aloysius,  born  July  1,  1890;  Anthony, 
born  December  14,  1892;  Lawrence,  born  November  30,  1898.  Mrs.  Roseler’s 
grandchildren  are  Clara  Elizabeth,  Leo,  Catherine,  Margaret,  Evaline  and 
Arthur  Roseler,  and  Bernice,  Agnes  and  Winton  Dressmann,  also  Lawrence 
Phaff. 


JOHN  AND  DENNIS  KELLY. 

The  Kelly  brothers,  John  and  Dennis,  are  known  to  be  citizens  of  the 
highest  type  and  as  loyal  to  American  institutions  as  if  this  was  their  native 
land,  and  they  are  second  to  none  in  the  matter  of  agriculture,  maintaining 
a  highly  improved  and  productive  farm  in  Jackson  township,  Nodaway 
county.  They  were  born  in  Ireland,  John  in  1854  and  Dennis  in  1848,  hav¬ 
ing  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  parish  of  Balia,  and 
they  are  the  sons  of  Dennis  and  Bridget  (Lavin)  Kelly,  who  lived  and  died 
in  their  native  land.  John  Kelly  came  to  America  in  1880  and  Dennis  in 


1040 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


1882.  They  at  once  sought  the  boundless  West,  locating  in  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  and  were  employed  by  the  Lavin  brothers  on  the  farm 
which  the  two  Kelly  brothers  now  own.  This  statement  is  enough  in  itself 
to  indicate  their  thrift,  their  persistency  and  their  good  management.  In 
1884  John  was  employed  in  the  railroad  freight  business  and  after  four  years 
he  went  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  government  survey 
for  a  period  of  two  years.  He  then  became  deputy  to  Major  Truax,  of 
Spokane,  Washington,  in  government  land  inspection.  Resigning  this  posi¬ 
tion  in  1897.  he  went  to  Alaska  to  locate  claims  for  a  mining  company  of 
Seattle.  Eventually  he  was  mining  on  his  own  responsibility  and,  being  suc¬ 
cessful,  he  laid  by  some  money,  but  met  with  the  misfortune  of  losing  three 
thousand  dollars  by  the  closing  of  a  bank  which  held  his  deposits.  In  1901 
he  returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  purchased  the  farm  where  he  and  his 
brother  now  live.  They  started  in  life  without  a  dollar  and  they  now  own  two 
hundred  acres  of  excellent  land,  well  adapted  for  general  farming  purposes. 
It  is  located  in  sections  20  and  21,  Jackson  township,  and  is  well  improved 
and  under  a  fine  system  of  cultivation.  They  are  both  good  business  men  and 
always  manage  their  affairs  in  a  manner  that  brings  large  returns  for  labor 
expended,  being  practical  farmers,  well  known  for  their  industry  and  honesty, 
those  who  have  had  dealings  with  them  regarding  their  word  for  an  obligation 
as  good  as  the  bond  of  most  men. 

Two  of  their  brothers  died  the  same  year,  1896,  at  St.  Joseph,  one  of 
them,  Michael,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  and  the  other,  Timothy,  when 
thirty  years  old.  Their  two  sisters  are  Ellen,  wife  of  P.  J.  Ansbro,  of  Grand 
Junction,  Colorado,  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  J.  W.  McDermott,  a  successful 
business  man  of  St.  Joseph.  One  brother  and  sister,  Edward  and  Bridget, 
remained  in  Ireland. 


EDWARD  ALLEN. 

A  descendant  of  an  excellent  Irish  family  is  Edward  Allen,  of  Jefferson 
township,  Nodaway  county.  He  himself  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  born 
at  Utica,  New  York,  March  8,  1869.  and  he  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Julia 
(Keefe)  Allen,  natives  of  Ireland  who  came  to  America  about  1852  and  set¬ 
tled  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Samuel  Allen  engaged  in  farming  for  eleven 
years,  w  hen  he  came  with  his  family  to  Missouri,  locating  in  section  2,  Jeffer¬ 
son  township,  Nodaway  county,  purchasing  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
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unimproved  land.  He  built  a  small  home  and  engaged  in  fanning,  improv¬ 
ing  his  place  until  it  was  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the  Platte  valley.  He  was 
a  successful  farmer  and  business  man.  In  1888,  when  seventy-five  years  old, 
his  death  occurred,  Mrs.  Allen  remaining  on  the  farm  twelve  years,  then 
moved  to  Stanberry,  Missouri,  where  she  resided  six  years,  then  went  to  live 
with  her  daughter  in  Pueblo,  Colorado,  and  she  died  there  in  1907,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven  years.  She  and  her  husband  were  devoted  to  the  mother 
Catholic  church.  They  are  buried  at  Conception,  this  county.  They  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  living:  John;  Michael;  Mary 
is  the  wife  of  William  Doran;  Edward;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  C.  H.  Camb- 
ron  ;  those  deceased  are  Samuel  and  Julia. 

Edward  Allen,  of  this  review,  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm  and 
received  a  common  school  education.  He  was  married  on  October  11,  1903,. 
to  Annie  Shaw,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Shaw,  of  this  county,  both  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  church.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  farmer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  began  their  married  life  on  the  farm  where  they  now 
reside.  It  then  consisted  of  eighty  acres,  which  was  a  portion  of  his  father's 
old  farm,  which  the  son  had  purchased.  He  has  added  to  this  from  time  to 
time,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  as  valuable  land 
as  the  township  affords,  highly  improved  in  every  respect,  with  an  attractive 
and  substantial  residence,  large  outbuildings,  modern  fencing,  drainage, 
orchard,  and,  in  fact,  everything  that  makes  life  in  the  country  desirable. 
This  farm  presents  as  beautiful  a  view  as  any  in  the  county  lying  along  the 
Platte  river.  Hie  residence  is  located  at  the  top  of  the  hill  overlooking  the 
valley.  Mr.  Allen  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  on  an  ex¬ 
tensive  scale  and  about  the  place  may  be  seen  hundreds  of  high-grade  livestock, 
horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  For  twenty  years  he  has  been  a  noted  breeder  of 
horses  and  mules.  In  1907  his  barn  was  destroyed  by  a  cyclone  and  he 
erected  a  most  excellent  and  modern  one  in  its  place.  He  is  widely  known 
as  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  township.  He  was  one  of  the  organ¬ 
izers  of  the  Farmers’  State  Bank  at  Conception  Junction  in  1904  and  he  was 
cashier  of  the  same  for  six  months  after  its  organization ;  resigning  this  posi¬ 
tion,  he  is  now  vice-president  and  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the 
same,  and  much  of  the  prestige  of  this  safe  and  substantial  institution  is  due 
to  his  able  management  and  judicious  counsel.  Mr.  Allen  was  one  of  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  citizens  to  promote  the  location  of  the  divisional  terminal  at 
Conception  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad,  which  was  successful, 
and  in  manv  ways  he  has  been  of  great  help  to  Nodaway  county.  He  is  well 
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known  throughout  the  county  and  is  highly  respected  by  all,  having  maintained 
a  reputation  for  square  dealing  with  his  fellow  men  and  being  public  spirited 
and  upright  in  all  his  relations  with  the  world  as  well  as  his  private  life,  he  is 
deserving  of  the  large  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  and  of  the  high 
esteem  which  is  accorded  him  by  all  who  know  him. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  seven  children  have  been  born,  five  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Mary,  born  July  25,  1894;  Samuel,  born  September  22,  1897: 
Dorothy,  born  January  25,  1900;  John  S.,  born  February  3,  1903;  Edward, 
born  September  4,  1908;  Edward  C.  and  Edna  (twins)  died  in  infancy. 


JOHN  SCHIEBER. 

Among  the  men  of  sturdy  integrity  and  reliable  traits  of  character  who 
have  contributed  their  quota  to  the  advancement  of  the  upbuilding  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  mention  must  consistently  be  made  of  Judge  John  Schieber, 
who  has  long  ranked  among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  locality,  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  community, 
but  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  in  the  town  of  Conception.  He  is  an 
American  by  adoption  only,  but  as  loyal  to  our  institutions  as  any  native-born 
citizen.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  province  of  Lorraine,  Germany,  formerly 
a  part  of  France,  on  November  11,  1845,  and  when  a  young  man,  in  1862. 
he  came  to  America  with  his  mother.  He  has  a  sister  living  in  Paris,  France. 
Upon  reaching  this  country  they  penetrated  to  the  interior  and  located  at  Cas¬ 
cade.  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  and  there  young  Schieber  worked  for  about  five 
years  to  support  himself  and  mother  as  best  he  could,  taking  care  of  the  lattei 
as  long  as  she  lived.  He  came  to  Missouri  in  the  spring  of  1868,  buying 
eighty  acres  of  land  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Conception  in  the  east  one-half  of  section  19,  township  63,  range  33,  this 
being  colony  land.  He  had  saved  enough  money  by  working  out  to  pay  for 
it.  He  erected  a  small  house  there  and  began  developing  the  place.  The 
mother  died  at  St.  Louis,  February  4,  1884,  when  about  seventy  years  of  ?ge, 
and  is  buried  at  Conception.  After  cultivating  a  small  acreage,  Mr. 
Schieber  sold  out  two  years  later  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
the  same  section  at  seven  dollars  per  acre,  and  he  soon  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Jackson  township,  section  31,  southwest  one-fourth,  town¬ 
ship  64,  range  33.  After  living  there  three  years,  he  bought  a  farm  near  his 
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old  place,  not  far  from  Conception.  This  he  added  to  until  he  had  two  hun¬ 
dred  acres,  paying  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  for  the  first  eighty,  and  five 
dollars  per  acre  for  part  of  the  place.  Another  forty  he  paid  twenty-five  dol¬ 
lars  per  acre  for.  He  built  a  good  dwelling  and  two  substantial  barns  and 
made  this  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township;  it  is  located  two  and  three- 
fourths  miles  from  Conception.  He  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  when 
he  came  to  Missouri ;  this  he  put  into  land,  and  he  has  been  very  successful  in 
his  operations  in  this  county.  He  left  the  old  farm  eight  years  ago,  moving 
to  a  forty-acre  place  nearer  the  village;  he  now  rents  his  land  and  lives  retired 
in  Conception. 

When  he  came  to  this  county,  Mr.  Schieber  was  made  school  director, 
holding  this  ofifice  twenty-five  or  twenty-seven  years,  with  the  exception  of  two 
years  when  he  was  judge  of  the  county  court.  He  was  township  collector  in 
1877  and  1878,  and  he  was  assessor  from  1889  to  1892.  and  in  November. 
1892,  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  county  court,  from  his  district,  serving  in 
this  capacity  for  two  years  in  a  manner  that  won  the  hearty  commendation  of 
all  concerned.  His  associates  were  W.  Yehle,  who  died  while  in  ofifice,  and 
John  Leiber,  who  took  Yehle's  place;  the  other  associate  at  this  time  was  Wil¬ 
liam  Good.  Judge  Schieber  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  active  in  party  affairs  here.  He  was  again  elected  collector 
after  being  judge,  serving  six  or  seven  years. 

Judge  Schieber  was  married  on  January  25,  1870.  to  Henrietta  Meyer, 
who  was  born  in  Prussia,  and  to  this  union  the  following  children  have  been 
born  ;  John  N.,  who  owns  a  farm  near  the  old  home.  Mary  E.  married  Philip 
Walter  and  lives  near  the  old  home.  Nicholas  is  a  priest  at  Cottonwood, 
Idaho.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benedictine  order,  now  has  the  name  Father 
Ofillo  and  is  the  present  parish  priest  at  Cottonwood  and  a  member  of  the 
monastery  at  that  place.  He  was  ordained  at  Conception  on  April  6,  1902. 
by  Bishop  Burke.  Aloys  Schieber  is  living  on  the  old  home  farm.  Gertrude 
A.  is  an  invalied.  Mary  Augusta  married  Hiram  G.  Lager,  of  Jackson  town¬ 
ship.  Joseph  G.  died  in  childhood.  Agatha  L.  married  Charles  B.  Hengger,  a 
farmer  in  Idaho.  Joseph  Benedict  studied  for  the  ministry  at  Conception,  and 
finished  the  course  at  Mt.  Angel  (Oregon)  Monastery,  and  he  was  ordained 
there  in  May,  1909,  in  the  abbey  church  at  Mt.  Angel,  Oregon,  and  is  prefect 
over  the  college  in  that  monastery;  his  name  is  Father  Basil.  Agnes  K.  is  living 
at  home.  Lee  Adolph  also  lives  at  home. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schieber  were  reared  in  the  Catholic  church  and  they 
have  ever  been  loyal  to  the  same,  rearing  their  family  in  this  faith. 
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JAMES  M.  McGINNESS. 

One  of  Polk  township's  leading  farmers  and  citizens  is  James  M.  Mc- 
Ginness.  He  is  a  Hoosier  by  birth,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  Greene 
county,  Indiana,  on  December  16,  1847,  the  son  °f  Abinnah  W.  and  Susan 
(McClanahan)  McGinness,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter 
of  Ohio,  and  in  the  latter  state  they  were  married,  coming  to  Indiana  soon 
afterwards,  about  1844.  In  1856  they  emigrated  farther  west  and  located  in 
Page  county,  Iowa,  and  in  1857  came  on  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  locat¬ 
ing  eight  miles  northwest  of  Maryville,  in  Polk  township.  Mr.  McGinness 
bought  land  at  five  dollars  per  acre,  making  his  home  there  over  forty  years,  or 
until  1898,  his  death  occurring  near  by  but  on  another  farm,  in  Union  town¬ 
ship.  in  i8co.  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Mrs.  McGinness  died  in 

1863,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years.  The  second  wife  of  Mr.  McGinness 
was  Nancy  Graham,  of  Andrew  county,  Missouri ;  she  is  now  living  in  Picker¬ 
ing,  this  county.  In  1857  when  the  family  came  here  there  was  not  a  house 
between  where  they  located  and  Maryville,  eight  miles,  and  they  had  but  three 
neighbors,  Sylvester  Heflin,  Chancy  Dahlrymple  and  Elijah  Heflin,  all  with¬ 
in  two  miles  and  the  first  named  within  one-fourth  of  a  mile.  This  was  a 
wild  prairie  and  Abinnah  McGinness  bought  seven  hundred  acres  very  cheap 
and  finally  became  well-to-do  for  those  days  and  one  of  the  influential  men 
of  his  township;  however,  he  was  not  a  public  man.  Religiously  he  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  was  a  good  honest  man  in  all  the 
walks  of  life;  he  took  considerable  interest  in  the  church  of  this  denomination 
at  Pleasantview,  near  Pickering.  He  and  his  first  wife  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  reached  maturity,  namely;  Abannah  W.  is  living 
in  Kansas;  William  C\,  of  Bedford.  Iowa,  is  ex-sheriff  of  Tavlor  county; 
Mary  married  Jacob  Ashford,  of  Union  township,  Nodaway  county;  David 
is  living  in  the  West;  James  M.,  of  this  review,  was  the  oldest  of  this  group. 
Five  children  were  born  to  the  second  marriage :  Dennis  is  a  coal  dealer  living 
in  Pickering;  Denver  is  a  farmer  living  near  Pickering,  and  Mildred,  Mariah 
and  Myra  all  died  after  reaching  the  age  of  maturity. 

James  M.  McGinness  was  ten  years  old  when  he  came  to  Nodaway 
county.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  He  was 
one  of  the  patriotic  lads  of  the  North  who  went  to  the  front  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  sixties  to  save  the  national  honor,  having  enlisted  in  February, 

1864.  in  Company  H,  Fifty-first  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  a 
new  regiment,  in  which  he  served  very  faithfully  until  August,  1865,  his 
entire  service  being  within  Missouri,  being  out  of  the  state  only  once.  He 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


1045 


was  in  the  fight  with  Marmaduke  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  in  Price’s  raid.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  at  St.  Louis  in  August,  1865.  He  was  scarcely 
past  sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted. 

Mr.  McGinness  married,  in  June,  1869,  Cassie  Meek,  of  Polk  township, 
the  daughter  of  Reason  Meek.  He  had  a  horse  when  married  and  he  bought 
forty  acres  on  time,  with  but  one  hundred  dollars  paid,  at  five  dollars  per  acre. 
It  was  wild  land,  but  he  set  to  work  with  a  will  and  soon  had  a  good  foothold, 
adding  to  his  place  until  he  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  having  paid 
three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  for  one  eighty  of  rough  land, 
and  he  paid  twenty-five  dollars  for  one  forty  and  twenty  dollars  per  acre  for 
twenty  acres  and  another  eighty  for  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  He  had 
given  a  son  eighty  acres  and  still  had  one  hundred  and  sixty 
left.  He  paid  for  his  first  land  partly  by  working  with  a  saw-mill  in  winter 
and  with  a  threshing-machine  in  summer,  following  the  threshing  business 
for  thirteen  seasons,  he  and  his  brother  operating  a  machine  over  Nodaway 
county  and  he  became  well  known  as  a  thresher.  He  made  rails  at  fifty  cents 
per  one  hundred,  boarding  himself,  but  he  got  a  start  in  this  way  and  accumu¬ 
lated  a  good  farm,  which  he  sold  in  1902  for  forty-five  dollars  per  acre,  which 
is  now  considered  worth  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  He  came  to  his  present  farm, 
seven  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the  county  seat,  consisting  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  at  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  with  first-class  buildings,  the  dwelling 
having  been  built  by  a  Mr.  Hagan  and  a  Mr.  White  built  extensive  sheds  and 
other  outbuildings.  The  place  is  well  watered  and  a  fine  stock  farm — in  fact, 
is  one  of  the  choice  places  in  every  respect  in  Polk  township.  Mr.  McGinness 
not  only  carries  on  general  farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  but  he  is  also  a 
large  cattle  grower,  and  he  breeds  many  thoroughbreds,  as  well  as  hogs,  his 
fine,  stock  being  much  admired  by  all  who  see  them.  He  is  deserving  of  the 
large  success  he  has  achieved  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  has  made  what  he  has 
unaided,  having  started  in  life  under  rather  discouraging  circumstances. 

On  March  20,  1877,  occurred  the  death  of  Mr.  McGinness,  who  was  the 
mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  reached  maturity:  Florence  married 
Dr.  Daniel  Adams,  of  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  and  now  lives  in  Oklahoma, 
at  Taloga,  Dewey  county;  Reason  McGinness  is  farming  near  Wilcox,  Noda- 
wray  county. 

The  second  marriage  of  James  M.  McGinness  was  solemnized  on  April 
17,  1880,  to  Sophia  Forshea,  daughter  of  Rev.  Martin  and  Elizabeth  (  Smith  ) 
Forshea,  of  Ohio,  who  came  to  Missouri  in  1865,  locating  in  Nodaway 
county;  after  living  in  Polk  township  for  some  time,  they  moved  to  Inde¬ 
pendence,  near  Kansas  City.  He  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
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church,  having  preached  continually  for  ten  years  or  until  the  death  of  his 
wife.  His  death  occurred  in  July,  1902,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 
Mrs.  McGinness  was  born  in  Madison  county,  Ohio.  Six  children  were  born 
of  this  union,  namely :  Mattie  married  Claude  Moore,  of  Polk  township;  Rob¬ 
ert  died  when  ten  years  of  age;  David  is  in  Sheridan,  Wyoming;  Joseph  is  as¬ 
sistant  cashier  in  the  bank  at  Huron,  South  Dakota;  Bernice,  who  is  living  at 
home,  has  taken  a  course  at  the  normal  school  at  Maryville ;  Robert  and 
Roxie  (twins)  are  in  school. 

Mr.  McGinness  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Masons,  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Woodmen  and  the  Yeomen. 


JOHN  H.  BAUBLITS. 

One  of  the  native-born  sons  of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county, 
whose  persistency  of  effort  along  rightly  directed  lines  has  won  for  him  a 
fit  reward  in  material  affairs  and  who  at  the  same  time  has  maintained  the 
excellent  reputation  of  his  ancestors  along  moral  lines  is  John  H.  Baublits, 
who  was  born  here  January  14,  1858,  the  son  of  Henry  F.  and  Mary  J.  (Hare) 
Baublits.  They  were  both  natives  of  Baltimore  county,  Maryland,  where  they 
were  reared,  educated  and  married  and  from  which  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  Missouri,  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  settled  in  Hughes  township,  being 
among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Nodaway  county.  They  lived  in  Hughes  town¬ 
ship  until  their  deaths,  the  father  dying  in  1888,  when  about  sixty-seven  years 
old;  the  mother's  death  occurred  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Their 
family  consisted  of  eight  children,  of  whom  John  H.,  of  this  review,  was  the 
seventh  in  order  of  birth. 

Mr.  Baublits  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Hughes  township,  where  he  has 
always  resided  and  where,  in  his  boyhood,  he  attended  the  public  schools.  This 
family  settled  on  the  farm  where  John  H.  Baublits  now  lives,  in  1866.  which 
place  consists  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  acres,  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  county  and  which  has  been  so  well  managed  by  the  family  that  it  has  re¬ 
tained  its  original  fertility  of  soil.  It  is  well  improved  in  every  respect  and 
on  it  stand  comfortable  and  convenient  buildings.  Mr.  Baublits  has  devoted 
his  life  to  farming  and  stock  raising  and  has  been  very  successful  at  both; 
some  fine  grades  of  stock  may  be  found  on  his  place  at  all  times. 

Mr.  Baublits  was  married  in  Hughes  township,  on  January  29,  1890,  to 
Ida  Alban,  who  was  born  in  Baltimore  county,  Maryland.  September  15,  1863. 
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She  is  the  daughter  of  George  S.  and  Catherine  (Kone)  Alban,  who  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1871  and  settled  in  Hughes  town¬ 
ship,  where  Mrs.  Alban  died  in  1889,  Mr.  Alban  dying  in  Nemaha  county, 
Kansas,  on  October  26,  1896.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Baublits,  named  as  follows:  Loren  H.,  Alice  and  Dale  J. 

Mr.  Baublits  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  and  township 
trustee,  and  he  has  long  taken  an  abiding  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  town¬ 
ship.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  since 
1885. 


LEVI  BUZZARD. 

In  writing  the  history  of  Nodaway  county  we  find  that  many  of  her 
honored  agriculturists  have  come  here  from  the  Hoosier  state,  and  that  all 
who  were  old  enough  to  bear  arms  during  the  great  war  between  the  states 
proved  their  loyalty  to  the  national  government  by  faithfully  supporting  the 
same.  Here  and  there  these  old  soldiers,  a  credit  to  any  community,  are  to 
be  found  in  comfortable  homes  in  this  locality.  One  such  is  Levi  Buzzard, 
who  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  July  5,  1840,  but  was  reared  mainly  in 
Indiana.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Rudy)  Buzzard,  the  father 
born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1803  and  the  mother  in  the  same  state  in  1806. 
They  came  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  the  thirties,  where  Mr.  Buzzard  engaged 
principally  as  a  farmer,  although  he  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  Elizabeth 
Rudy  had  two  brothers,  George  and  Daniel  Rudy.  John  Buzzard  was  a 
Whig,  later  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  church.  Their  family  consisted  of  six  children,  three  of  whom  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  three  in  Ohio.  Five  of  them  are  still  living.  In 
1851  this  family  moved  to  Greene  county,  Indiana,  settling  on  a  farm,  where 
the  mother  died  in  1853,  and  here  the  father  was  killed  on  May  29,  1881,  by 
a  tree  falling  on  him. 

Levi  Buzzard  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  He  was  about  eleven  years  old  when  he  came  to  Greene  county, 
Indiana.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer,  but  he  at  one  time  owned  a  number 
of  lots  in  Buena  Vista,  Indiana,  in  which  state  he  also  owned  forty  acres  of 
land.  He  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1881,  and  rented  a  farm. 
In  1888  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  still  owns,  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  several  years  in  Missouri.  While  living 
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in  the  Hoosier  state  lie  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  In¬ 
diana  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1864,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

August  21,  1859,  Mr.  Buzzard  married  Martha  Maria  Carter,  a  native 
of  Greene  county,  Indiana,  where  she  was  born  December  25,  1839.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Deliah  Elizabeth  (Tarkington)  Carter,  both 
natives  of  Indiana,  his  parents  having  coming  to  Greene  county,  Indiana,  from 
Virginia  in  a  very  early  day.  Here  Mr.  Carter  died  in  1865  and  his  wife 
in  1879;  her  parents  came  from  Tennessee  in  an  early  day.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  Carter,  five  of  whom  are  living  at  this 
writing.  Mr.  Carter  was  a  farmer,  and  a  Democrat  in  politics;  his  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levi  Buzzard  ten  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
May  Elizabeth,  Margaret  Louisa,  Martin  Ensley,  Cynthia  Emerine,  Charley 
Clarence,  Laurilla  Catherine,  Thomas  Franklin;  those  deceased  are  Amanda. 
John  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buzzard  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church. 


JOHN  H.  HAUN. 

We  find  in  going  over  Nodaway  county  many  citizens  who  have  come 
from  various  sections  of  Iowa,  but  the  southern  counties  have  furnished  a 
larger  per  centage  than  any  other  section  of  the  state.  From  Taylor  county 
comes  John  H.  Haun,  who  was  born  there  011  April  23,  1857,  and  who  is 
now  very  comfortably  located  in  Independence  township.  He  is  the  son  of 
Calvin  and  Susan  (Kemery)  Haun,  the  former  a  native  of  Whitley  county, 
Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of  Lee  county,  Iowa.  He  came  to  Taylor  county, 
Iowa,  in  1851,  and  she  in  1853,  and  there  she  died  on  October  14,  1901,  Mr. 
Haun  still  surviving.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  of  whom  four 
are  living.  Mr.  Haun  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  and  is  now  living  re¬ 
tired  in  Sheridan,  Nodaway  county.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 

John  H.  Haun  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  began  working  in  the  fields 
when  quite  young.  He  received  a  common  school  education  and  then  turned 
his  exclusive  attention  to  farming,  which  he  has  always  followed.  He  came 
to  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  in  1892,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  a  valuable 
farm  of  one  hundred  seventeen  and  one-half  acres,  on  which  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock  raising  and  which  is  well  improved  in  everv  re¬ 
spect.  He  understands  well  the  rotation  of  crops  and  gets  a  large  yield  from 
his  land. 
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Politically,  Mr.  Haun  is  a  Republican,  and  is  now  school  director  of  his 
district  and  has  been  district  clerk  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Mr.  Haun  married,  on  April  13.  1884,  Elizabeth  Schneider,  who  was 
born  in  Pekin,  Illinois,  January  1,  1865.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Anton  and 
Christina  (Tangard)  Schneider,  the  former  a  native  of  Germany  and  the 
latter  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came  to  Pekin,  Illinois,  in  an  early  day.  The 
father  died  on  July  4,  1897,  and  the  mother  is  still  living.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Schneider  devoted 
his  life  to  farming.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  -and  Mrs.  Haun,  namely :  William 
Henry,  Eva  Etta,  Alva  Oren,  Rosa  May  (deceased)  and  Edward  Orley. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Haun  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Neighbors. 

Mr.  Haun  was  first  married  on  December  18,  1879,  to  Nellie  Perdue, 
and  one  child  was  born  to  this  union,  whom  they  named  Bertie,  now  de¬ 
ceased. 


BENJAMIN  F.  GILMORE. 

From  the  log-cabin  days  of  the  long  ago  to  the  opulent  present  has  come 
Benjamin  F.  Gilmore,  one  of  the  highly-honored  and  venerable  citizens  of  In¬ 
dependence  township,  Nodaway  county.  He  was  born  in  Warren  county, 
Illinois,  in  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Maria  (Pilgrim I  Gilmore. 
The  former  was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  in 
Ohio.  In  a  very  early  day  Robert  Gilmore  left  bis  home  in  the  old  Keystone 
state  and  came  to  Ohio,  and  in  1833  he  moved  to  Illinois.  He  was  a  typical 
pioneer,  brave,  true  and  hard-working.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  proved 
his  patriotism  and  performed  conspicuous  service  as  captain  of  a  military  com¬ 
pany.  His  was  the  second  family  to  locate  at  Spring  Grove,  Warren  county, 
Illinois.  There  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  the  wilderness. 
But  he  conquered  both  wild  beasts  and  wild  vegetation  and  established  a  good 
home,  first  building  a  log  cabin  and  making  a  small  clearing.  Part  of  his 
land  was  wild  prairie.  In  due  course  of  time  it  was  all  under  cultivation 
and  there  the  old  pioneer  remained  until  his  death,  owning  eventually  about 
a  section  of  land.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  was  supervisor,  also  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  In  re¬ 
ligious  matters  he  was  a  Presbyterian.  He  was  twice  married,  five  children 
having  been  born  by  bis  first  wife  and  eleven  by  his  second.  Robert,  a  child 
by  his  second  wife,  served  through  the  Civil  war. 

Benjamin  F.  Gilmore,  of  this  review,  received  his  education  in  the  public 
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schools  and  lived  under  the  parental  rooftree  until  January,  1881,  having  im¬ 
proved  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres  of  land  in  Illinois.  He  still  lives 
on  the  farm  he  located  on  when  he  first  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri. 
He  later  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  more,  all  in  Independence 
township.  He  has  improved  the  place  and  it  now  ranks  well  with  the  best 
in  the  township  in  every  respect.  He  has  been  a  breeder  of  fine  thoroughbred 
Poland-China  hogs  for  forty  years,  and  is  well  known  as  such.  He  also  keeps 
some  excellent  Shorthorn  cattle.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  stock 
raiser  as  well  as  a  general  farmer. 

On  May  25,  1906,  occurred  the  death  of  Mrs.  Gilmore,  since  which  time 
Mr.  Gilmore  has  lived  retired.  He  has  made  his  home  on  his  farm  since 
coming  here,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  from  1896  to  1898,  when  he 
lived  in  Maryville. 

Mr.  Gilmore  was  married  on  November  15,  i860,  to  Charlotte  Yard. 
No  children  were  born  to  them,  but  they  reared  Albert  Daily,  from  the  age 
of  two  and  one-half  years ;  he  now  lives  in  Colorado ;  they  also  reared  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Buck,  now  Mrs.  John  Densmore. 

Mrs.  Gilmore  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Adventist  church,  where  Mr. 
Gilmore  also  holds  membership.  He  is  a  Democrat  politically,  and  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  township  board  and  he  was  school  director  of  his  dis¬ 
trict  in  Illinois  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years. 


HARVEY  SLATES. 

All  honor  is  due  the  aging  “boys  in  blue”  who  left  hearth  and  home, 
business  and  pleasure  and  went  forth  to  do  and  die  for  the  national  govern¬ 
ment,  risking  health  and  life  in  the  fever  camps  and  dismal  swamps  of  the 
South  in  the  dark  days  of  the  early  sixties;  they  did  a  work  which  we  should 
appreciate  to  a  fuller  extent  than  some,  perhaps,  are  wont,  and  more  respect 
is  due  the  old  soldiers,  now  bent  with  the  weight  of  many  winters  and  de¬ 
scending  the  last  hill-slope  of  life. 

One  such  is  Harvey  Slates,  a  farmer  of  White  Cloud  township,  who  was 
born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  May  17,  1843;  he  is  the  son  of  Conrad  and 
Hannah  (Funk)  Slates,  both  natives  of  Loudoun  county,  Virginia.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
where  these  parents  both  died.  Eleven  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
Harvey,  of  this  review,  was  the  youngest  child. 

Harvey  Slates  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio, 
and  he  lived  at  home  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
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Martin  county,  Indiana,  where  he  worked  with  his  brother  Samuel  for  twenty- 
two  months  at  the  cooper's  trade.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  settled  in  Car- 
roll  county,  Ohio,  and  remained  there  until  August  of  that  year,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  Eightieth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  very  creditably  nearly  four  years.  On  May  14,  1863.  while  engaged 
in  a  charge  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  he  was  shot  through  the  body,  taken 
prisoner  and  confined  in  Libby  prison  for  four  months;  later  he  was  paroled 
and  exchanged.  He  took  part  in  six  general  engagements,  Corinth,  luka. 
Lookout  Mountain,  Raymond,  Port  Gibson,  Jackson  and  Resaca.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Carroll 
county,  Ohio,  and  worked  at  the  cooper’s  trade  for  about  two  years,  then 
came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  in  October,  1870,  and  settled  in  Polk  township,  where  he 
lived  for  fifteen  years,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Dade  county, 
this  state,  bought  a  farm  and  lived  there  for  three  and  one-half  years ;  then 
sold  out  and  returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought  the  farm  where  he 
now  lives  and  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  owns  eighty  acres,  all  im¬ 
proved. 

Mr.  Slates  was  first  married  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  to  Seralda  Shipps, 
who  was  born  there,  the  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Margaret  Shipps;  she 
died  in  Polk  township,  Nodaway  county,  in  August,  1880,  when  about  thirty- 
seven  years  old.  Five  children  were  born  to  this  union,  two  of  whom  died 
when  young,  three  reaching  maturity,  namely :  Ernest  L.  died  in  Dade 
county,  Missouri,  in  his  twentieth  year;  Ella  M.  is  the  wife  of  John  Cox; 
Viola  B.  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  Riggle.  Mr.  Slates  was  again  married  in  this 
county  on  July  27,  1881,  to  Sarah  Ellen  Williams,  daughter  of  Dr.  Isaac 
and  Elizabeth  Reece  Williams.  For  a  history  of  her  parents,  the  reader  is 
directed  to  the  sketch  of  M.  C.  Williams  in  this  volume.  Mrs.  Slates  is  a 
native  of  Morgan  county,  Ohio.  One  son  has  been  born  to  this  second  union, 
Elmer  C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slates  are  members  of  the  Swan  Chapel,  Methodist  church, 
Mrs.  Slates  being  a  very  active  worker  in  the  same. 


JOHN  H.  BRYANT. 

Success  has  attended  the  efforts  of  John  H.  Bryant  because  he  has  worked 
for  it  along  legitimate  lines  and  employed  such  methods  as  will  almost  invari¬ 
ably  result  in  the  attainment  of  one’s  ambitions  in  all  walks  of  life.  He  is  a 
native  of  Wingate.  Montgomery  county,  Indiana,  born  September  30,  1849, 
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and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Sarah  (Mejimsey)  Bryant,  the  former  a  native 
of  Parke  county,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Bryant  was  a  tanner 
by  trade,  which  he  followed  for  many  years,  later  in  life  engaging  in  farming. 
His  father,  Gabriel  Bryant,  was  the  son  of  William  Bryant,  founder  of 
Bryant  Station,  Kentucky,  one  of  Daniel  Boone’s  colonies,  known  in  history 
for  the  continual  Indian  warfare  made  against  it.  William  Bryant  was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  his  discharge  papers  showing  that  he  served 
two  years  and  four  months  in  the  Continental  army,  not  counting  one  year 
in  which  he  was  engaged  in  the  Indian  war  following  his  first  year’s  service. 
After  the  close  of  that  service  he  again  settled  in  Kentucky  and  remained 
there  until  about  1812,  when  he  came  to  Missouri,  first  locating  at  Femme 
Osage,  near  his  old-time  friend,  Daniel  Boone,  then  later  (1821)  moved  to 
Boone  county,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1834,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-five  years.  He  was  buried  in  an  old  cemetery  on  a  high  hill  over¬ 
looking  the  Missouri  river  near  the  vanished  town  of  Stonesport,  one  mile 
up  the  river  from  Claysville,  in  Boone  county,  the  grave  being  now  marked 
by  a  large  cottonwood  tree. 

James  Bryant,  father  of  John  H.,  of  this  review,  was  a  member  of  the 
Indiana  militia.  He  came  to  Burlington  Junction,  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  in  1881,  and  died  here  in  1907,  having  retired  while  living  in  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction.  His  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
John  H.,  of  this  review;  Josiah  J.,  president  of  the  Tri-State  College  at  An¬ 
gola.  Indiana;  James  Harvey  is  professor  of  penmanship  and  mathematics 
in  the  Pierce  College  at  Philadelphia;  William  M.  is  proprietor  and  manager 
of  the  Nebraska  School  of  Business  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska;  Mrs.  James  T.  Lin- 
ville  lives  in  Maryville. 

John  H.  Bryant  received  a  good  education  and  prepared  himself  for  a 
teacher,  and  began  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  Montgomery  county, 
Indiana,  and  while  living  there  he  married  Mary  A.  Bever,  on  January  1, 
t 876 ;  she  was  born  and  reared  at  Wingate,  that  county.  This  union  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living:  Fred  E..  of 
Moberlv,  Missouri,  is  foreman  of  the  Democrat  printing  office;  Mark  C.  is 
manager  of  the  Post  at  Burlington  Junction;  Mabel  is  clerking  in  the  local 
postoffice  and  living  at  home;  James  Harlan  died  when  eighteen  years  old. 
Mrs.  Bryant  was  called  to  her  rest  in  1893.  Mr.  Bryant’s  present  wife  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Emily  Elfreda  Lundell,  whom  he  married  in 
1895;  she  was  born  in  New  York,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
one  child,  John  Mejimsey,  born  in  1902. 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


1053 


Mr.  Bryant,  in  1878,  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  engaged 
in  fruit  farming  on  a  small  scale,  and  assisted  in  the  office  of  the  Maryville 
Republican.  In  October,  1879,  with  Byron  A.  Dunn,  he  bought  the  Burling¬ 
ton  Junction  Post  and  has  since  that  time  been  connected  with  the  same,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  when  it  was  owned  by  R.  P.  Tuten.  Mr.  Bryant 
is  at  present,  1910,  serving  very  acceptably  as  postmaster  of  Burlington  Junc¬ 
tion,  having  succeeded  himself  three  times  without  opposition.  He  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows  of  Missouri  for  twenty-six  years,  and  was  elected  grand  warden  in  May, 
1909.  and  the  following  December  was  elected  deputy  grand  master,  leading 
the  vote  in  the  state  in  the  field.  He  will  be  grand  master  of  the  state,  be¬ 
ginning  with  the  May  session,  1911.  He  has  long  been  prominent  in  the 
state  affairs  of  this  order,  and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  its  best  speakers.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church ;  he  has  been 
very  active  in  Sunday  school  work,  especially  in  classes  of  young  people. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 

Perhaps  the  nearest  to  an  unprejudiced  opinion  of  any  man  will  come 
from  those  engaged  in  his  own  line  of  work,  and  in  this  Mr.  Bryant  is  for¬ 
tunate  in  having  the  good  will  of  his  fellow-workers  in  the  newspaper  field. 
The  Maryville  Tribune  in  a  recent  issue  said:  “Some  towns  are  especially 
fortunate  in  having  some  man  who  can  do  good  things  for  his  town  just  at  the 
right  time- — men  who  get  what  they  go  after  and  are  always  watching  for 
their  home  interests.  Burlington  Junction  has  such  a  man  in  the  person  of 
John  H.  Bryant,  who  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  public  interests  and  gen¬ 
erally  gets  his  town  to  the  front.”  The  Marceline  Mirror  of  May  27,  1910, 
in  speaking  of  his  election  as  deputy  grand  master  of  the  Odd  Fellows  and  his 
nomination  for  the  position  of  grand  master,  says:  “John  H.  Bryant  is  well 
and  favorably  known  to  the  editors  of  the  Mirror ,  we  having  resided  in  the 
same  town  with  Mr.  Bryant  for  a  number  of  years.  His  efforts  in  his  home 
town  and  community  are  untiring  in  behalf  of  the  betterment,  both  morally 
and  intellectually,  of  the  public's  interests.  A  more  public-spirited  man  it 
bas  never  been  our  pleasure  to  meet,  such  a  citizen  as  would  be  desired  bv 
any  community.  Mr.  Bryant  has  been  a  leading  worker  in  the-  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  represented  his  district  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  his  election  to  the  high  office  of  deputy  grand  master  at  the  recent  session 
of  the  grand  lodge  held  at  Columbia,  is  a  direct  result  and  honorable  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  his  many  years  of  untiring  effort  for  the  grand  organization.” 

Other  quotations  could  be  made,  but  these  are  sufficient  to  show  his 
friendly  relations  with  the  newspaper  fraternity. 


1054 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


FRANK  WARREN  CROW. 

There  is  much  of  profit  and  a  degree  of  fascination  in  even  a  succinct 
life  portrayal  of  men,  when  the  delineations,  if  only  in  a  cursory  way,  are 
but  the  tracings  of  a  life  memoranda,  which  has  for  its  object  the  keynote 
of  a  given  personality.  The  accomplishments  of  a  human  being  are.  as  a 
rule,  measured  by  his  capacity  and  strength  and  in  his  ingenuous  tact  in  using 
them.  If  a  poet's  lines  lack  harmony  we  are  justified  in  concluding  that  there 
is  a  certain  lack  of  harmony  within  himself.  Hayden  failed  as  an  artist;  we 
see  the  reason  why  when  we  read  his  life;  and  the  taste  of  opium  can  be 
detected  in  products  of  that  inimitable  master  of  English— DeQuincey.  A 
man's  word  or  deed  takes  us  back  to  himself,  as  the  sunbeam  back  to  the  sun. 

The  artistic  temperament  early  seized  upon  Frank  Warren  Crow,  well 
known  photographer  of  Maryville,  and  his  life  work  has  been  along  pleasing 
and  helpful  lines,  above  the  sordid  and  the  base  and  has  had  in  it  nothing 
deteriorating  or  paltry.  He  was  born  September  2,  1869,  at  McArthur,  Yin- 
ton  county,  Ohio,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Julia  (Bone)  Crow,  the  father 
being  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  near  Pittsburg,  March  13,  1829,  of 
German  parentage.  The  family  moved  to  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  in  1866, 
when  the  father  bought  farming  interests  there  and  has  lived  a  useful  and 
successful  life  at  that  place,  now  being  retired  and  living  in  McArthur;  he  is 
highly  respected  and  well  known  in  that  vicinity.  He  and  Julia  Bone  were 
married  in  1850.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Amanda  Bone,  of 
McConnellsville,  Ohio,  in  which  place  this  family  has  long  been  well  estab¬ 
lished.  Mrs.  Crow  was  born  April  29,  1829.  She  and  her  husband  reared 
nine  children. 

While  members  of  this  family  have  followed  various  practical  and  pro¬ 
saic  vocations,  yet  the  esthetic  nature  has  been  displayed  by  various  relatives 
of  Frank  W.  Crow,  he  being  a  cousin  of  the  famous  artist,  Howard  Chandler 
Christy. 

Mr.  Crow  graduated  from  the  McArthur,  Ohio,  schools  in  1886,  pre¬ 
paring  himself  for  a  teacher,  which  line  of  endeavor  he  followed  for  a  period 
of  three  years  in  Vinton  county;  but  not  finding  the  profession  entirely  to 
his  liking,  he  took  up  clerking  and  worked  in  a  drug  store  for  two  years.  In 
1891  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  studied  photography  under  Bvlarlv 
and  was  with  him  for  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  mastering  the  various  details 
of  the  art  in  all  its  phases.  In  1904  he  came  to  Maryville  and  opened  his 
present  studio.  He  has  met  with  well  merited  success  and  his  popularitv  is 
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not  confined  by  any  means  to  the  boundary  lines  of  Nodaway  county.  He  is 
widely  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  artists  in  northern  Missouri. 

Mr.  Crow  was  married  on  October  24,  1897,  to  Hazel  Harlan,  of  St. 
Joseph,  a  lady  of  refined  tastes. 

Mr.  Crow  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  the  Masonic  fraternity 
and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  is  president  of  the  Missouri  State  Photographers  Association. 


WILLIAM  A.  MERRIGAN. 

The  Merrigan  family,  as  the  name  indicates,  is  of  Irish  origin — indeed, 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  William  A.  Merrigan,  farmer  of  Washington 
township,  Nodaway  county,  traces  his  lineage  back  to  the  Emerald  Isle,  and 
he  does  not  have  to  go  very  far,  for  his  parents,  Robert  and  Honora  (Kerns) 
Merrigan,  were  both  natives  of  that  country.  They  came  to  America  and 
located  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  were  married  in  1850.  Later  they 
moved  to  Virginia  where  Mr.  Merrigan  was  engaged  as  a  railroad  contractor. 
His  twenty  teams  and  other  property  were  confiscated  by  the  Confederates 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  and  he  was  given  a  pass  through  the  lines 
and  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1862,  buying  land  in  Jefferson 
township  and  engaged  in  farming,  he  and  his  wife  remaining  there  until 
their  deaths,  the  father  reaching  the  age  of  sixty-seven  and  the  mother 
seventy.  They  are  buried  at  Conception,  both  having  been  members  of  the 
Catholic  church.  They  were  the  parents  of  several  children,  William,  James, 
Thomas,  Margaret.  Edward,  Clarence.  All  are  living  except  Margaret. 

William  A.  Merrigan,  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Richland,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  14,  1852.  He  remained  at  home  until  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  he  went  out  into  the  world  to  make  his  own  way.  He  saw  a  great 
deal  of  the  world  and  was  therefore  educated  by  observation  and  personal 
contact  with  his  fellow-men,  having  traveled  from  state  to  state,  working 
in  each  one  he  visited,  continuing  thus  for  eight  years,  when  he  returned 
home  and  was  married  to  Katherine  Keefe,  daughter  of  John  and  Hester 
Keefe,  of  Noclaw^ay  county,  Missouri.  They  began  their  married  life  on  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  Mr.  Merrigan  bought  in  Jefferson  township. 
Four  years  later  he  sold  this  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
constitutes  his  present  home  in  section  8,  Washington  township.  He  has 
added  to  this  and  now  has  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  one  of  the  best 
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farms  in  the  township.  He  recently  built  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
attractive  farm  residences  in  the  county,  and  has  a  barn  and  other  out¬ 
buildings  of  the  best  type.  His  place  is  well  stocked  with  a  good  grade  of 
livestock  and  his  land  is  well  fenced  and  cared  for  in  a  manner  that  stamps 
its  owner  as  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and  good  taste.  No  more  up-to-date 
general  farmer  is  to  be  found  in  this  favored  section  of  the  state.  He  has 
been  school  director  of  his  district,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Conception.  He  is  independent  in  politics. 

Eleven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Merrigan,  nine  of 
whom  are  living:  Robert  E.  was  married  to  Mary  Kirk  and  has  one  child, 
Frances;  John  L.,  Katie,  Patrick,  Clarence,  Esther,  Nora,  Mary  and  Wil¬ 
liam  are  living  at  home;  Edward  and  Joseph  are  deceased. 


ISAAC  S.  DICKERSON. 

The  family  of  which  I.  S.  Dickerson  is  a  representative  has  long  been 
well  known  in  Daviess  county,  Indiana,  where  he  was  born,  and  in  Nodaway 
countv,  Missouri,  and  they  have  been  known  in  each  as  progressive  and 
worthy  citizens  in  every  respect.  I.  S.  Dickerson’s  birth  occurred  on  August 
28,  1850.  and  he  is  the  son  of  John  S.  and  Mary  J.  (Bell)  Dickerson,  natives 
of  Kentucky.  The  latter  came  to  Indiana  in  1847,  at  the  time  of  her  mar¬ 
riage,  and  the  father  moved  to  that  state  when  a  boy.  He  went  to  Illinois 
and  looked  over  the  country,  but  did  not  locate  there.  In  the  fall  of  1852  he 
and  his  wife  and  two  children  came  to  Illinois  and  located  near  Springfield, 
among  the  early  settlers.  Mr.  Dickerson  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  which  he  improved  and  on  which  he  lived  until  within  a  short  time  of 
his  death,  he  and  his  wife  spending  the  last  few  years  of  their  lives  with  their 
oldest  son.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dickerson.  John  S.  Dickerson,  at  one  time,  operated 
three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  in  Illinois,  carrying  on  general  farming 
on  an  extensive  scale.  He  was  a  radical  Democrat  and  he  and  his  wife  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Christian  church.  They  reared  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
still  living. 

Susan  (Baker)  Bell,  maternal  grandmother  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  was  one 
of  twelve  children,  and  when  the  first  one  of  the  twelve  died  the  youngest 
one  was  over  fifty  years  old.  and  at  this  time  there  were  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  of  them — their  children  and  grandchildren. 


ISAAC  S.  DICKERSON. 
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I.  S.  Dickerson,  of  this  review,  received  a  limited  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  worked  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-nine  years  old, 
then,  in  the  fall  of  1879,  he  came  to  Mahaska  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  lived  there  three  years,  then  sold  out  and  went  to  Nebraska; 
then  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  lived  six  years,  then  moved  to  Illinois  for  two 
years,  then  back  to  Mahaska  county,  Iowa.  After  remaining  there  three 
years  he  moved  to  Taylor  county,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1894.  He  bought 
where  he  now  lives  in  Independence  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in 
the  fall  of  1900,  and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  farms  in  this  section  of 
the  county,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is  well  improved 
in  every  respect  with  good  fences,  dwelling  and  outbuildings.  Since  1903 
Mr.  Dickerson  has  not  farmed  personally,  renting  his  land  and  merely  over¬ 
seeing  it. 

Mr.  Dickerson  was  married  in  1873  to  Mary  E.  Bomhoff,  who  was  born 
in  Sangamon  county,  Illinois.  To  this  union  two  children  'were  born,  Cilia 
Jane,  on  May  12,  1874,  and  Emma  S.,  on  February  6,  1877.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  March  10,  1900,  and  on  February  18,  1902,  Mr.  Dicker- 
son  married  Clara  May  Russell,  who  was  called  to  her  rest  on  May  17,  1906. 
On  November  26th  of  that  year  Mr.  Dickerson  married  a  third  time,  his 
last  wife  being  Hattie  E.  Harris,  daughter  of  John  L.  and  Susana  (Lake) 
Harris. 

Mr.  Dickerson  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to 
the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Lodge  No.  156,  at  Bedford,  Iowa; 
he  also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Lodge  No.  91,  at 
Bedford,  Iowa. 


JAMES  M.  HOLTON. 

Success  attends  the  efforts  of  everyone  who  tills  the  soil  if  he  goes  about 
it  in  the  persistent,  skillful  manner  that  characterizes  the  methods  always 
employed  by  J.  M.  Holton,  of  Independence  township,  Nodaway  county.  He 
is  a  native  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  having  been  born  in  1865,  and  is  the  son 
of  Jacob  and  Caroline  (Scowden)  Holton.  Jacob  Holton,  who  followed  the 
life  of  a  miller  all  his  mature  years,  led  a  quiet  life,  but  was  a  man  of  influence 
and  a  general  advisor  to  his  neighbors,  in  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  way,  and  he 
was  greatly  liked  and  highly  respected.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Pike 
county.  Ohio.  His  wife  was  born  in  that  county,  her  parents  having  come 
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from  the  East  in  a  very  early  day  and  were  pioneer  farmers.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacob  Holton  were  reared  in  Pike  county,  but  Jacob  was  not  born  there. 
He  sent  a  substitute  to  the  front  during  the  Civil  war.  His  family  consisted 
of  seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  three  of  the  sons  dying  in  boyhood  or 
young  manhood ;  one  of  the  daughters  died  when  about  nine  years  old ;  an¬ 
other  died  after  becoming  the  mother  of  a  family.  The  living  daughter 
makes  her  home  at  Albany,  Missouri.  One  son  is  at  Springfield,  Ohio,  one  at 
Glenwood,  Missouri,  one  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  one  near  Springfield,  Ohio, 
and  J.  M.,  of  this  review. 

J.  M.  Holton  was  reared  in  Pike  county,  Ohio,  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  remained  there  until  1884,  when  he  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  went  to  work  for  his  uncle,  John  Scowden.  He  worked  out 
for  nine  years,  having  been  employed  during  that  time  by  three  different  men. 
In  1892  he,  in  partnership  with  W.  T.  Argo,  bought  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  in  Independence  township,  which  they  operated  until 
1895,  in  which  year  they  dissolved  partnership  and  Mr.  Holton  became  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  same  place  on  which  he  still 
lives,  and  on  which  he  has  personally  put  on  extensive  improvements.  He  is 
one  of  our  best  general  farmers. 

Mr.  Holton  was  married  in  1898  to  Mary  Shelman,  who  was  born  in 
Union  township,  Nodaway  county,  on  the  old  Shelman  homestead,  on  which 
the  mother  of  Mrs.  Holton  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Holton  is  the  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Sarah  (Watson)  Shelman.  The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky  and 
the  mother  was  born  and  reared  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Shelman  moved  to  Iowa  when 
young  and  married  there.  Late  in  the  fifties  they  moved  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  located  on  the  place  where  Mrs.  Shelman  now  resides.  Mr. 
Shelman  was  a  successful  farmer  and  accumulated  three  hundred  acres  of 
land,  which  he  improved.  Since  his  death  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  have 
been  added  to  it.  He  was  a  Baptist  and  active  in  church  work.  Nine  chil¬ 
dren  constituted  the  Shelman  family,  one  dying  in  infancy;  the  others  are 
still  living.  Mr.  Shelman  was  a  member  of  the  state  militia  during  the  Civil 
war. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holton  the  following  children  have  been  born  :  Orphe 
Mae  was  born  September  22,  1902;  Volley  Randal  was  born  May  12,  1904; 
Milo  Minnis  was  born  September  15,  1908. 

Mrs.  Holton  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  while  Mr.  Holton  holds 
membership  with  the  Presbyterians.  He  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  aspired 
to  office. 
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REORGANIZED  CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER 

DAY  SAINTS. 

Compiled  by  Elder  E.  S.  Fannon,  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Nodaway  District,  and  local 

historian  in  and  for  the  same  territory. 

The  membership  of  the  above  named  church  is  not  so  great  in  Nodaway 
county  as  it  is  with  many  of  the  more  popular  churches  of  these  times.  This 
fact  is  due  no  doubt  to  the  odium  brought  upon  the  church  by  the  misdoings 
of  Brigham  Young,  John  C.  Bennet  and  their  coadjutors.  In  this  county  there 
are  three  distinct  ‘‘branches”  or  congregations,  the  nucleus  of  which  was 
formed  by  some  sturdy  old  families  who  refused  to  follow  after  the  dom¬ 
ineering  leadership  of  Brigham  Young  when  he  led  the  major  portion  of  the 
membership  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  there  to  try  to  build  a  little  kingdom 
of  his  own  and  defy  the  government  of  the  United  States.  The  above  men¬ 
tioned  three  “branches”  in  this  county  have  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  ad¬ 
herents.  They  are  noted  for  their  enthusiasm  in  their  peculiar  religious 
belief.  They  contend  for  the  apostolic  order  of  things  pertaining  to  ecclesi¬ 
astical  matters,  viz :  Apostles,  prophets,  bishops,  pastors,  elders,  teachers, 
deacons,  etc.,  with  the  miraculous  gifts  of  miracles,  visions,  healing,  prophecy, 
tongues,  etc.,  contending  that  these  existed  in  the  primitive  church  and  that 
God  does  not  change  his  plans.  They  are  a  peaceable  and  law-abiding  class 
of  citizens,  holding  firmly  to  this  point  of  their  teaching  that,  “Thou  shalt 
not  speak  evil  of  thv  neighbor  nor  do  him  any  harm.” 


EDWARD  S.  FANNON. 

It  is  to  such  men  as  Edward  S.  Fannon,  farmer  of  Grant  township,  a 
man  whose  aim  has  always  been  to  do  the  right  in  all  the  relations  of  life, 
that  Nodaway  county  is  indebted  for  the  stability  of  its  institutions  and  for  the 
large  measure  of  prosperity  which  it  enjoys.  He  was  born  March  31,  1866,  in 
Andrew  county,  Missouri,  and  is  the  son  of  Halton  and  Nancy  L.  Fannon, 
both  natives  of  Lee  county,  Virginia,  the  father  having  been  born  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1817,  and  died  in  January,  1900;  the  mother’s  birth  occurred  in  June, 
1823,  and  died  in  January,  1909.  They  were  married  in  Lee  county,  Virginia, 
in  1841.  In  those  days  the  Platte  purchase  in  Missouri  was  much  talked  of 
in  the  Old  Dominion  and  Mr.  Fannon  came  here  in  1843  with  a  view  of  lo- 
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eating,  making  the  long  overland  journey  in  a  covered  wagon.  He  had  no 
“break”  or  lock  on  the  wagon  and  when  descending  a  hill  he  would  tie  a  log  or 
small  tree  to  the  rear  end  of  the  wagon  to  prevent  it  running  against  the 
horses;  the  log,  dragging  on  the  ground,  would  hold  the  wagon  back.  He 
located  in  Andrew  county,  near  Rosendale.  He  was  the  first  mail  carrier 
from  Savannah  to  Maryville,  so  far  as  known;  he  remained  in  the  service 
three  years  and  two  months.  He  boarded  with  the  lady,  while  in  Maryville, 
after  whom  the  city  was  named.  He  brought  his  wife  and  one  child  to  this 
country  from  Virginia,  also  his  wife’s  mother  and,  in  1870,  located  in  White 
Cloud  township,  where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  unimproved  land,  on  which 
he  built  a  log  house,  and  a  year  later  hauled  lumber  from  Savannah  with  an 
ox  team  and  built  a  frame  house  and  here  they  lived  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  and  they  are  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just  in  the  little  cemetery  at  Pleas¬ 
ant  Grove,  which  land  Mr.  Fannon  gave  for  a  public  burying  ground  several 
years  before  his  death.  They  were  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  church, 
well  known  as  pioneer  citizens  and  highly  respected  by  all.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Dorthulia,  Eliza¬ 
beth  E..  Clara  M.,  William  B.,  Edward  S.,  Nancy  L.  and  Cordelia  H.  Those 
deceased  are  Ludema  A.,  Permelia  A.  and  Harrison  G. 

Edward  S.  Fannon,  of  this  review,  after  finishing  his  studies  in  the 
common  schools,  spent  two  years  in  Central  College,  Fayette,  Missouri,  and 
was  thus  well  equipped  for  a  teacher,  which  line  of  work  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  in  the  common  schools  for  seven  years,  being  rated  as  one  of  the 
county's  most  successful  teachers.  In  1893  he  was  married  to  Anna  M.  Mad¬ 
ison,  daughter  of  Ole  and  Maren  Madison,  who  were  natives  of  Denmark  and 
who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1861,  locating  in  section  18,  Nodaway 
county,  buying  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  They  established  a  very  com¬ 
fortable  home  here,  and  were  the  parents  of  three  children.  Mrs.  Fannon  is 
the  only  survivor  of  this  family,  she  falling  heir  to  the  Madison  farm.  Mr. 
Fannon  has  added  to  this  and  now  owns  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
choice  land,  which  he  keeps  well  improved  and  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  He  has  a  pleasant  and  substantial  home  and  sufficient  outbuild¬ 
ings  to  meet  his  requirements.  Mr.  Fannon  is  a  practical  farmer  and  well 
abreast  of  the  modern  methods  of  agriculture  and  stock  raising.  Some  good 
stock  of  various  kinds  may  be  seen  about  his  fields  from  year  to  year.  He 
finds  time  to  look  after  a  fire  insurance  business  and  writes  most  of  his  neigh¬ 
bors  in  this  line.  He  keeps  advised  on  the  progress  of  the  world  in  scientific 
and  literary  lines,  having  built  up  a  splendid  and  carefully  selected  library  of 
the  world’s  choicest  volumes  on  a  wide  variety  of  themes,  he  and  the  members 
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of  his  family  being  avid  readers  of  good  books  and  magazines.  Everything 
about  his  place  indicates  thrift  and  that  a  gentleman  of  refined  tastes  and 
good  management  is  in  possession  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Fannon  has  always  stood  ready  to  serve  his  community  in  any  way 
possible.  He  has  served  his  township  very  ably  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  township  board  at  Barnard  two  terms.  He  is  loyal 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religious  matters  he  and  Mrs.  Fannon  are 
members  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints  church,  the  local  congregation  worshiping 
at  Union  church,  Mr.  Fannon  being  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Nodaway 
district,  and  he  has  done  a  great  work  for  the  church  here,  as  he  has  for  many 
other  measures  looking  to  the  progress  of  the  county.  He  urges  us  to  say 
in  this  connection  that  he  esteems  his  work  for  the  church  to  be  the  greatest 
act  of  his  life. 

To  Mr.  and  Airs.  Fannon  the  following  children  have  been  born:  Myrtle, 
born  July  29,  1894;  Charles  M.,  born  September  18,  1896;  Lesse  L.,  born 
April  9,  1900:  Orville  E.,  born  September  4,  1904;  George  E.,  born  June  24, 
1909. 


PETER  MERGEN. 

In  nearly  ever  community  there  are  many  quiet,  persevering,  courteous 
citizens  who  are  never  very  conspicuous,  but  who  are  always  doing  such 
good  work  as  their  hands  and  brains  find  to  do.  Such  men  constitute  the 
backbone  of  the  nation  and  do  more  for  the  general  good  than  many  who 
figure  as  leaders.  A  citizen  eminently  useful,  unassuming,  honest  and  reliable 
is  Peter  Mergen,  the  well-known  florist  of  Maryville. 

Air.  Mergen  is  a  native  of  the  German  empire,  having  been  born  in  the 
state  of  Luxemburg,  county  of  Rending,  November  15.  1850,  and  he  is  the 
son  of  Nicholas  and  Catharine  (Wise)  Mergen.  both  natives  of  the  Father- 
land.  where  they  lived  useful  and  honorable  lives  and  passed  to  their  rewards. 
Nicholas  Mergen  was  a  millwright.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  Peter,  of  this  review,  and 
Nicholas,  who  lives  at  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

Peter  Mergen  came  to  America  in  the  year  1868,  a  sister  and  brother 
accompanying  him  to  the  new  world.  They  located  in  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  on  a  farm  east  of  Maryville.  Air.  Mergen  resided  on  the  farm  for 
about  one  year,  and  he  then  removed  to  Maryville  and  accepted  employment 
as  a  clerk  with  Hudson  &  Company,  hardware  dealers.  He  was  thus  engaged 


1062 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


for  a  period  of  eight  and  one-half  years,  giving  highly  satisfactory  service  to 
his  employers  and  to  the  trade  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  For  the  next 
five  years  he  was  employed  in  a  like  capacity  with  George  Worst,  dealer  in 
hardware  and  implements,  and  here,  too,  he  gave  commendable  service. 

In  1884  Mrs.  Mergen  had  established  a  greenhouse  in  Maryville  and  had 
met  with  a  fair  measure  of  success.  Four  or  five  years  later  Mr.  Mergen 
gave  up  other  pursuits  and  devoted  his  exclusive  attention  to  this  business, 
which  he  has  since  continued  with  a  gratifying  degree  of  success.  He  is  also 
a  dealer  in  coal  and  receives  a  considerable  share  of  patronage  in  this  line. 
Mr.  Mergen’s  greenhouse  on  Main  street  occupies  a  ground  space  of  forty- 
four  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  feet  and  is  the  leading  establishment  of 
its  kind  in  the  city.  He  grows  a  large  variety  of  cut  flowers  and  plants. 

Mr.  Mergen  was  married  April  26,  1876,  to  Mary  E.  Hogan,  daughter  of 
Joseph  B.  and  Harriet  C.  Hogan.  Mrs.  Mergen  is  a  native  of  the  state 
of  Illinois.  Her  parents  removed  from  Illinois  to  Hickley  county,  Missouri, 
and  from  there  to  Nodaway  county,  first  locating  near  Guilford  and  later 
east  of  Conception. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mergen  are  Catholics  in  religious  faith  and  both  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Fraternal  Aid  Society.  Mr.  Mergen  also  belongs  to  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Mr.  Mergen  enjoys  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is 
a  representative  type  of  our  best  foreign-born  citizens  who  willingly  assume 
their  proportionate  share  of  responsibility  in  the  support  and  upbuilding  of 
a  community.  Frugal,  industrious  and  law-abiding,  he  is  a  man  whose  word 
is  considered  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  his  success  in  life  has  been  self  made 
and  deserving. 


ALEXANDER  C.  THOMPSON. 

Few  dates  in  the  century  that  is  past  are  better  known  or  stand  out  more 
prominently  in  the  history  of  the  West  and  Middle  West  than  1849,  v  hen 
thousands  of  citizens  of  every  station  and  condition  of  life  in  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  river  valleys  left  hearth  and  home  behind  and  made  a  mad 
rush  for  the  Eldorado  on  the  Pacific  slope.  On  May  17th  of  that  memorable 
year  was  born  Alexander  C.  Thompson,  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  the 
southern  part  of  Nodaway  county.  He  was  born  in  Buchanan  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  the  son  of  Joseph  P.  and  Letitia  (Lower)  Thompson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentuckv  and  the  latter  of  Tennessee.  Thev  came  to  Buchanan 
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county  in  1839  and  in  1840  entered  land  there,  improved  a  farm  and  lived 
there  until  1864.  when  Mr.  Thompson  traded  his  farm  for  one  in  Nodaway 
county,  a  half  section,  which  was  partly  improved,  and  here  he  made  quite 
a  success  of  farming  and  stock  raising,  doing  much  trading  in  stock,  always 
keeping  a  good  grade.  He  was  an  excellent  business  man  and  prospered,  ac¬ 
cumulating  much  property.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  early  history  of 
this  section,  being  well  known  and  bore  an  unassailable  reputation.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  Here  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine  years,  having  been  born  in  1816.  His  wife  was  born  in  1825  and  died 
in  1879.  They  are  buried  at  Guilford  cemetery.  Eleven  children  were  born 
to  them,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  namely  :  William  H.,  Mary  A.,  Alexander 
C.,  Emaline,  Joseph  O.,  Jacob  L.  and  Cornelius  R.  Those  deceased  are  John 
J.,  Margaret,  James  and  Edward.  William  served  during  the  last  year  of  the 
Civil  war. 

Alexander  C.  Thompson  remained  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until 
he  was  twenty- four  years  old,  and  he  received  a  limited  education.  He  was 
married  on  January  30,  1873,  to  Josephine  Campbell,  daughter  of  William 
and  Nancy  C.  Campbell,  old  settlers  of  this  county,  the  father  a  native  of 
Tennessee  and  the  mother  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  began  their  married  life  in  Nodaway  county 
on  forty  acres  which  he  purchased,  and  to  which  he  later  added  eighty  acres 
and  lived  here  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  farming  and  stock  raising.  He 
sold  this  farm  and  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  White  Cloud 
township  in  1892.  living  there  eleven  years.  In  1903  he  bought  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  which  is 
one  of  the  choicest  in  the  community,  having  remodeled  the  buildings  thereon, 
erecting  a  good  barn.  In  1906  one  of  his  barns  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He 
has  this  farm  under  a  fine  system  of  cultivation  and  it  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  kept  farms  in  the  county. 

Politically.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  has  had  no  time 
to  mingle  much  in  political  matters  or  hold  public  office,  he  is  well  known  in 
political  and  all  other  circles,  and  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know'  him. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  William  E.  married  Ida  Goff  and  they  have  three  children,  Ross, 
Margaret  and  Russell ;  he  is  cashier  of  the  bank  at  Nashua,  Clay  county, 
Missouri.  Leotus  married  Lilian  Shoote ;  after  teaching  school  four  years 
in  this  county,  he  went  to  Portland,  Oregon,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real 


1064 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


estate  business.  Margaret  A.  married  Charles  Armstrong  and  is  the  mother 
of  three  children.  Mamie.  Mildred  and  James.  Stella  married  George  W. 
Cole  and  has  one  child,  Mary  L.  Mr.  Cole,  who  taught  school  in  this  locality 
for  four  years,  is  now  assistant  cashier  of  the  Barnard  State  Bank.  Golda 
married  Brice  Wilson  and  she  is  now  teaching  in  the  public  schools,  while 
Mr.  Wilson  engages  in  farming.  Gladys,  who  lives  at  home,  is  a  teacher  in 
the  public  schools;  she  completed  the  teacher's  course  at  the  normal  at  Mary¬ 
ville. 


OREN  M.  AND  GEORGE  L.  DYSART. 

Two  of  the  progressive  young  farmers  of  Grant  township,  Nodaway 
county,  who  are  being  amply  rewarded  for  their  close  application  and  wise 
economy  are  Oren  M.  and  George  L.  Dysart,  natives  of  Andrew  county, 
Missouri,  the  former  born  in  1877  and  the  latter  in  1879.  They  are  the  sons 
of  William  S.  and  Mary  E.  (Mongomery)  Dysart  and  grandsons  of  Wil¬ 
liam  L.  and  Permelia  J.  (Evans)  Dysart.  Their  paternal  grandfather  was 
born  September  9,  1809,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  he  died  February  6,  1886. 
His  wife  was  born  January  1,  1812,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  died  January  12, 
1884.  They  were  married  on  September  9,  1883.  The  grandparents  came  to 
Andrew  county,  Missouri,  in  1849  and  entered  land,  which  they  improved, 
Mr.  Dysart  becoming  the  owner  of  more  than  one  thousand  acres,  and  there 
he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days,  becoming  one  of  the  substantial  and  influ¬ 
ential  men  of  the  county.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  Dysart 
graveyard  on  his  land.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  two 
are  living,  James  L.,  who  owns  and  lives  on  a  portion  of  the  Dysart  home¬ 
stead,  and  William  S.  The  last  named  began  his  married  life  on  a  farm  given 
him  by  his  father,  in  Andrew  county.  His  wife  was  the  daughter  of  George 
K.  and  Rosanna  Mongomery,  of  Andrew  county,  where  Mr.  Mongomery  was 
regarded  as  a  leading  citizen,  owning  a  fine  farm  of  fifteen  hundred  acres, 
known  as  the  “Maple  Grove"  farm.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children, 
an  equal  number  of  boys  and  girls;  of  this  number  eight  are  living. 

William  S.  Dysart,  after  making  his  residence  in  Andrew  county  until 
1887,  sold  his  property  and  moved  to  Colorado,  but  in  1903  the  family  re¬ 
turned  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
in  section  27,  formerly  owned  by  John  Merrill.  This  is  one  of  the  choice 
bottom  farms  of  the  county,  but  it  was  bought  for  the  very  reasonable  figure 
of  fifty  dollars  per  acre,  eight  years  ago  ;  the  present  value  would  be  a  gain  of 


NODAWAY  COUNTY,  MISSOURI. 


1065 

over  one  hundred  per  cent.  The  place  is  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation. 

The  gentlemen  whose  names  form  the  introduction  to  this  sketch  deserve 
a  great  deal  of  credit  for  what  they  have  accomplished,  and  for  being  instru¬ 
mental  in  selecting  this  for  a  home  and  taking  the  responsibility  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  farm.  Besides  carrying  on  general  and  diversified  farming  in  a 
modern  and  scientific  manner,  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  different  kinds 
of  livestock  kept  by  these  two  young  men  would  do  credit  to  any  county. 
They  are  breeders  of  the  Percheron  horse,  also  of  saddle  horses,  keeping  the 
best  of  imported  horses.  Their  four  stallions  and  two  jacks  have  given  the 
Dysart  boys  a  wide  prestige  in  this  locality  and  they  are  patronized  exten¬ 
sively  from  adjoining  counties  as  well  as  from  all  parts  of  this  county,  their 
fine  stock  being  greatly  admired  by  all.  They  are  excellent  judges  of  horses 
and  believe  in  keeping  the  best,  and  they  constantly  keep  on  their  farm  many 
young  colts  of  much  promise.  They  also  give  much  attention  to  the  raising 
of  cattle  and  hogs.  Both  are  hard  workers,  men  of  keen  foresight,  good  busi¬ 
ness  judgment  and  courteous  and  straightforward  in  their  business  and  social 
relations.  This  popular  family  consists  of  the  two  sons,  Oren  M.  and  George 
L.,  a  daughter.  Rose  Pearl,  an  accomplished  young  lady  who  takes  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  the  affairs  of  her  brothers,  and  the  mother  who  resides 
with  the  boys.  O.  M.  and  G.  L.  Dysart  are  both  members  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


JOHN  BARE. 

Perhaps  Andrew  county,  lying  to  the  south  of  Nodaway,  has  furnished 
more  citizens  to  the  latter  than  any  other  county  in  the  state  or  United 
States.  It  seems  to  have  been  generally  settled  at  a  much  earlier  date  and  her 
citizens  were  not  slow  to  realize  the  vast  opportunities  that  were  to  he  found 
in  her  sister  county  to  the  north,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  this  or  any  other 
state.  Among  the  large  number  of  enterprising  citizens  who  have  profited  by 
coming  to  Nodaway  county  should  be  mentioned  John  Bare,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  on  October  9,  1850.  He  is  the  son 
of  David  and  Mary  (Rhodes)  Bare.  Jacob  Bare,  grandfather  of  John,  spent 
his  life  in  Illinois  and  died  there.  His  son,  David,  was  born  in  that  state, 
reared  and  educated  there,  and  from  his  native  community  he  came  to  Mis¬ 
souri,  locating  in  Andrew  county  in  1848,  buying  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
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he  sold  and  in  1867  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  section  13,  Grant  township.  He  was  a  very  successful  farmer, 
a  good  and  useful  man.  who  was  highly  respected  by  all  his  neighbors  and 
acquaintances.  His  death  occurred  here  and  he  was  buried  in  Andrew  county. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Republican.  His  family  consisted  of  ten  children,  named 
as  follows:  Jacob,  John.  Mary,  Sarah,  Adaline,  Isabella,  Emma  J.,  Owen  S., 
Andrew  F.  and  William  H. 

John  Bare,  of  this  review,  remained  with  his  father  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  assisting  with  the  general  work  and  attend¬ 
ing  the  common  schools  in  his  neighborhood.  He  married  Maggie  E.  Go¬ 
forth.  daughter  of  Edward  and  Lavina  Goforth,  who  were  among  the  old  set¬ 
tlers  in  this  county,  having  come  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bare  began  their  married  life  on  rented  land.  After  get¬ 
ting  a  start,  he  purchased,  in  a  short  time,  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  sec¬ 
tions  25  and  26,  Grant  township,  going  in  debt  for  all  except  five  hundred  dol¬ 
lars.  In  due  course  of  time  this  debt  was  paid,  and  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  more,  and  he  built  a  good  house  and  barn  and  made  other  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements,  until  today  no  better  improved  farm  could  be  found 
in  Grant  township  and  none  more  desirable.  He  has  devoted  his  attention 
exclusively  to  farming  and  stock  raising  and  the  large  success  that  has  at¬ 
tended  his  efforts  would  indicate  that  he  is  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  has  always  been  known  as  a  peaceable  man,  having  never  sued 
anyone  or  been  sued  and  he  was  never  a  witness  in  court. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bare  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Eddie  B. 
married  Frank  Tompkins  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  Glen,  Wil¬ 
lie,  John,  Orvill,  Everett  and  Sissie;  William  F.  Bare  married  Elsie  Dreer 
and  they  have  one  child.  Bessie;  Mary  C.  Bare  married  Wayne  Davidson  and 
they  have  two  children,  Elvet  and  Bula ;  Frankie  Bare  married  Frances  Lin¬ 
coln  and  they  have  one  child,  Clarence:  Bula  married  Elvet  McBride;  Lula 
Bare  married  James  Hornbuckle. 


EMIL  M.  CULVER. 

While  yet  a  young  man,  Emil  M.  Culver,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
of  the  farmers  of  Grant  township,  Nodaway  county,  has  shown  that  success 
may  be  achieved  early  if  the  right  principles  are  employed  and  persisted  in. 
He  was  born  May  t8,  1876,  in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  the  son  of  Truman 
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and  Frances  (Murden)  Culver.  His  paternal  grandfather.  Eliphlet  Culver, 
was  born  in  1804,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  1810;  the  former  died  in  1874 
and  the  latter  in  1847.  They  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  died  in  the  state  of 
New  York.  Truman  Culver  was  born  in  New  York  in  1834,  and  his  wife 
first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  in  1845;  they  were 
married  in  1869.  Frances  Murden  was  the  daughter  of  William  Murden,  of 
Andrew  county.  Truman  Culver  bought  a  farm  in  Andrew  county,  which 
he  worked  and  on  which  he  also  raised  stock,  giving  special  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  Angus  cattle.  He  carried  on  both  very  extensively  and  was  very 
successful,  becoming  widely  known  in  this  county,  where  he  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  wealthy  and  influential  men  of  the  county.  He  sold  his  farm 
there  and  bought  property  in  King  City,  Gentry  county,  Missouri,  where  he 
and  his  wife  are  now  living  retired. 

Truman  Culver  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war, 
having  enlisted  in  1861  and  gave  four  years  to  the  service.  He  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  sons,  namely: 
Elmer  L.,  who  lives  in  Gentry  county;  Theron  R.,  of  Kansas;  Oris  T.,  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  where  he  is  farming,  his  place  adjoining  that  of  his  brother, 
Emil  M.,  of  this  review. 

Emil  M.  Culver  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  where  he  was  put  to 
work  when  of  proper  age,  and  he  received  a  good  common  school  education. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age.  on  December  29,  1898,  he  married  Malissa 
Harless,  daughter  of  Henry  C.  and  Mary  Harless,  of  Nebraska.  He  had  his 
home  already  furnished,  his  father  having  given  him  a  farm  in  section  26, 
Grant  township.  This  he  sold  after  a  residence  of  five  years,  and  later  bought 
a  tract  of  land  three-fourths  of  a  mile  west  of  Barnard,  in  partnership  with 
his  brother.  Oris.  This  they  have  divided  and  no  better  or  more  desirable 
land  is  to  be  found  in  Nodaway  county.  It  lays  well,  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  is  exceptionally  well  tilled,  Mr.  Culver  being  a  young  man  of 
push  and  energy.  He  has  been  engaged  for  some  time  in  breeding  Angus 
cattle:  however,  he  is  now  temporarily  out  of  this  line,  but  it  is  his  intention 
to  follow  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  breeding  fine  stock,  at  which  his  father 
succeeded  so  admirably  and  under  whose  able  guidance  he  was  instructed, 
which  accounts  in  no  small  degree  for  his  large  success  so  early  in  life.  He 
at  present  has  a  small  dairy.  He  has  just  completed  a  power  house  with 
pulley  and  shafts,  where  the  family  washing,  cream  separating,  churning, 
grinding  feed,  pumping  water,  etc.,  is  successfully  and  expeditiously  done,  all 
by  gasoline  engine  power.  Such  progressive  young  men  as  Mr.  Culver  have 
pushed  this  country  to  the  front  and  they  constitute  our  best  citizenship. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  are  members  of  the  Christian  church  at  Barnard, 
and  Mr.  Culver  is  a  Republican,  but  does  not  find  time  to  take  an  extensive 
interest  in  political  matters. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  three  interesting  children  have  been  born,  named 
as  follows:  Don  P.,  born  January  19,  1901:  Dealdo,  born  September  29, 
1905:  Hal  F.,  born  January  14.  1907. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver's  attractive  and  cozy  home  is  often  visited  by  their 
many  friends  and  here  they  find  a  hospitable  welcome. 


CASSIUS  C.  EVANS. 

A  highly  respected  farmer  of  Independence  township,  Nodaway  county, 
who  has  lived  to  see  and  take  part  in  the  large  development  of  the  same  and 
who  has  had  an  interesting  and  busy  career  from  his  early  youth  is  Cassius 
C.  Evans,  who  was  born  January  22,  1842,  in  Howard  county,  Missouri,  the 
son  of  John  and  Mary  E.  (Dunham)  Evans.  The  father  was  born  in  Ohio 
in  1790,  and  died  in  1854,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1801.  and 
died  in  1858.  They  came  to  Missouri  when  young  and  were  married  here  in 
an  early  day,  moving  to  Howard  county  in  1840:  in  1843  they  located  in 
Boone  county,  remaining  there  until  1853,  when  they  moved  to  Livingston 
county  and  there  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  While 
on  a  business  trip  to  Iowa  in  1874  Mr.  Evans  was  taken  ill,  died  and  was 
buried  there.  The  elder  Evans  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  stock  raising 
and  the  breeding  of  good  horses,  and  be  was  well  known  and  highly  respected 
wherever  he  lived.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christian  church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Martha  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  B.  Vest;  Sarah  E.  is  the  wife  of  Lawson  Allnutt;  Cassius  C.,  of  this 
review. 

In  his  boyhood  days  Cassius  C.  Evans  received  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  community,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
California  where  he  remained  four  years,  his  experiences  in  the  far  West  at 
that  early  age  being  of  great  benefit  to  him  in  an  educational  way.  Return¬ 
ing  to  Missouri,  he  located  in  Clinton  county,  and  on  September  28,  1865, 
he  was  married  to  Emily  M.  Rogers,  daughter  of  Newton  and  Jane  (Todd) 
Rogers.  They  began  their  married  life  on  a  farm  which  Mr.  Evans  pur¬ 
chased  in  Grundy  county,  this  state.  After  residing  there  two  years  they 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Clinton  county,  where  they  purchased  a  farm  on  which 
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they  lived  for  ten  years.  Selling  out  there,  they  moved  to  Nodaway  county 
and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  two  miles  south  of 
Parnell,  and  here  was  their  home  for  twenty-two  years.  During  this  time 
Mr.  Evans  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  sections  32  and  33.  He 
later  bought  some  excellent  property  in  Parnell  where  he  moved  his  family 
and  conducts  his  farm  from  there.  He  handles  a  great  deal  of  stock,  feeding- 
large  numbers  for  the  market  ;  he  has  been  a  very  successful  farmer  and  busi¬ 
ness  man,  and  he  holds  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  William  E.,  of  Idaho;  George  L.,  of  Maryville,  was  elected' 
sheriff  of  his  county  in  1904  and  re-elected  in  1906,  is  now  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business;  James  W.  is  an  auctioneer  at  Sheridan,  Missouri,  and  he  is 
deputy  sheriff  of  his  county;  Charles  C.,  of  Parnell,  has  won  a  reputation  as 
a  successful  auctioneer  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Nodaway  county;  he  is  deputy 
sheriff  and  owns  and  lives  on  a  small  farm  adjoining  Parnell;  Archibald  M. 
is  an  attorney,  employed  by  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  adjuster 
of  claims,  with  headcjuarters  at  Kansas  City;  John  N.  lives  in  Ward  county. 
North  Dakota,  is  a  farmer  and  auctioneer;  Homer  C.  owns  a  fruit  farm  in  the 
state  of  Washington  ;  Celeste  E.  is  the  wife  of  Roy  Conrad,  of  Parnell ;  Orville 
E.  is  a  conductor  on  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  with  headcpiarters  at  Platte, 
Nebraska;  Port  is  assisting  his  father  on  the  home  place. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  the  following  grandchildren :  Everett  L., 
Georgia,  Mabel,  Clark,  Morton,  Carl,  Mattie  F.,  Ethel,  Francis  and  Dolores 
Evans,  and  Lloyd  Conrad. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a  distant  relative  of  Rear  Admiral  Robley  D.  Evans,  and 
the  city  of  Evansville,  Indiana,  was  named  after  his  grandfather,  who  owned 
the  land  on  which  the  city  was  built. 

Newton  Rogers,  father  of  Mrs.  Evans,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  In  1843  he  moved  to  Missouri,  locating  in 
Platte  county.  In  1847  he  moved  to  Clinton  county,  where  he  died  on  June 
22,  1872.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war.  He  married  Jane  Todd,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  Mrs.  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  1819,  died  in  1898.  at  the 
aue  of  seventy-nine  vears.  She  was  a  devoted  Methodist  in  religious  faith. 
Mrs.  Evans’  paternal  grandparents  were  English  and  on  the  maternal  side, 
German  and  English.  Grandfather  David  Rogers  served  a  term  in  Congress 
from  Tennessee  and  was  twice  a  member  of  its  state  Legislature.  He  lived  to 
be  ninety-eight  years  old  and  his  wife  lived  to  one  hundred  years  and  six 
weeks  Md. 


1070 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


WILLIAM  AND  JOHN  STEINHAUSER. 

Two  of  the  successful  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Washington  town¬ 
ship.  Nodaway  county,  are  William  and  John  Steinhauser,  the  former  born 
on  January  8.  1869,  and  the  latter  on  December  7,  1871,  Ohio  being  their 
native  state.  They  are  the  sons  of  Anthony  S.  and  Bernadine  Steinhauser, 
natives  of  Germany,  born  in  1836.  They  came  to  this  country  about  the 
same  year,  1866,  and  were  married  in  Ohio,  where  they  engaged  in  farming 
on  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Steinhauser’s  brother.  There  they  remained  until 
1870  and  then  located  in  DeKalb  county,  Missouri,  and  were  there  six  years, 
when  the  father  died.  Then  the  mother  married  Henry  D.  Wulf  and  in  the 
spring  of  1882  they  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Washington  township,  on  which  they  built  a 
frame  house  and  engaged  in  farming  for  twelve  years.  Then  they  returned 
to  Brussels,  Belgium,  where  they  remained  ten  years,  educating  their  chil¬ 
dren  there.  William  and  John  Steinhauser,  of  this  review,  were  given 
forty  acres  each  and  remained  in  this  country  engaged  in  farming.  The 
parents  returned  to  America  and  six  years  later  sold  out  here  and  went  to 
California  on  a  visit,  where  they  remained  six  months,  then  went  to  Detroit. 
Michigan,  where  they  now  reside. 

William  and  John  Steinhauser  were  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  at  once  turned  their  attention  to  farming,  doing  their  own  housekeeping 
until  November  4,  1891,  when  William  was  married  to  Mary  Bloomeke, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Bloomeke.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in 
New  York  city,  had  made  arrangements  to  come  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri.  to  make  his  future  home,  when  he  was  seriously  hurt  by  a  circular  saw 
breaking  and  striking  him  on  the  head,  from  which  injury  he  died  soon  after 
his  arrival  here. 

William  Steinhauser  began  his  married  life  on  the  eighty  acres  owned 
by  himself  and  brother  John,  going  in  debt  for  livestock  and  necessary  imple¬ 
ments  to  begin  with,  and  by  good  management  and  hard  work  he  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  establishing  a  very  comfortable  home  and  is  now  the  owner  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  well  improved  land,  in  the  successful  manage¬ 
ment  of  which  John  is  an  important  factor,  owning  an  equal  share  of  this, 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township.  They  are  up-to-date  farmers  and 
they  keep  an  excellent  grade  of  livestock,  being  extensive  dealers  in  all  kinds 
of  stock.  Although  misfortune  has  overtaken  them  in  various  ways,  their 
residence  being  destroyed  twice  in  one  year  by  cyclones,  their  last  house  being 
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just  completed  when  destroyed,  they  have  not  permitted  any  disaster  or 
obstacle  to  stand  in  their  way  and  have  continued  to  reap  the  rewards  that 
always  come  to  the  persistent  and  the  deserving. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Steinhauser, 
seven  of  whom  are  living,  named  as  follows:  Margaret,  born  March  21 , 
1893;  Anthony  J.,  born  February  26,  1895;  Michael  W.,  born  January  3, 
1897;  William  J.,  born  February  1,  1901;  Stephnie  M.,  born  April  2, 
1904;  Marie  E.,  born  April  23,  1906;  Leonard  G.,  born  July  16.  1908.  They 
are  living  at  home. 


JOHN  P.  McGEORGE. 


A  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  but  now  one  of  the  most  loyal  of  Nodaway 
county’s  citizens,  John  P.  McGeorge,  of  Washington  township,  is  carrying 
on  the  various  departments  of  his  farm  with  that  energy  and  discretion  that 
bring  ultimate  success.  His  birth  occurred  in  the  old  Keystone  state  on 
October  19,  1851,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Samuel,  Jr.,  and  Mariah  (Davis) 
McGeorge,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  of  the  former,  Samuel 
McGeorge,  Sr.,  came  to  America  from  Scotland  and  located  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  John  P.'s  parents  grew  to  matur¬ 
ity  and  were  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  from  there  they  came  to  Andrew 
county,  Missouri,  in  i860  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
and  made  their  home  here  for  several  years.  They  finally  sold  out  and  moved 
to  Harrison  county,  Missouri,  and  there  Mr.  McGeorge  died  in  his  seventy- 
third  year,  his  wife  dying  when  seventy-four  years  old.  The  father  spent 
his  life  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons.  In  his  family  were  twelve  children,  namely :  Joshua,  Orlando, 
William  D.,  Mary  E.,  Samuel  B.,  Cassius  C,  Joana  J.,  Laura,  Lena,  Ida 
Maggy  and  John  P.  of  this  review. 

The  last  named,  who  was  the  eldest  in  the  family,  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  his  father's  farm  and  received  a  common  school  education.  On 
August  16,  1874,  he  married  Rosella  M.,  daughter  of  Cheslev  and  Saphrona 
(Maxwell)  Leake.  Her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  died 
while  in  the  service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGeorge  began  their  married  life  in  Andrew  county, 
soon  afterwards  removing  to  this  county,  locating  on  the  farm  where  they 
now  live,  having  resided  here  for  the  past  twenty-six  years.  Mr.  McGeorge 
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is  successfully  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  early  life 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  has  done  his  own  work  in  this  line  and 
also  much  for  his  neighbors.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Eleven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGeorge,  named  as 
follows:  Monroe  A.,  born  July  26,  1875,  married  Maud  Lemnon  and  they 
have  one  child,  Loyd;  Homer  B.,  born  December  3,  1878.  married  Martha 
Bates  and  they  have  four  children,  Florence  R.,  Grace  E.,  Anna  P.  and 
Mary;  Charles  A.,  born  March  25,  1881  ;  Marion  F.,  born  October  25,  1882, 
married  Anna  R.  Thier  and  they  have  three  children,  Raymond,  Lena  and 
Alda  R. ;  Mary  E.,  who  was  born  November  29,  1885,  is  the  wife  of  Roy 
Kidd  and  has  one  child,  Charles  C. ;  Charles  O.,  born  August  13,  1888, 
married  Bessie  Bell:  Emmett  L.,  born  September  7,  1890,  is  at  home;  Amy 
L.,  born  in  October,  1892;  Alda  V.,  born  February  17,  1894:  Floyd  L.,  born 
October  8,  1897;  Ethel  L.,  born  March  22,  1904. 


WILLIAM  W.  R.  T.  OLIVER. 

One  of  the  progressive  young  farmers  of  Washington  township,  Noda¬ 
way  county,  is  William  W.  R.  T.  Oliver,  a  native  of  the  Hawkeye  state,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  Adams  county,  Iowa,  November  8,  1883,  the  son  of  Walter 
J.  and  Mary  A.  (Powell)  Oliver,  both  natives  of  Kent,  England.  The 
father  came  to  America  when  quite  young  with  his  grandparents,  the  mother 
making  the  trip  across  the  great  Atlantic  with  an  uncle,  all  coming  about  the 
same  time  and  locating  at  Graysville,  Illinois,  where  they  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile.  After  dissolving  partnership  the  uncle  moved 
to  Pana,  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  mining.  He  educated 
his  niece.  Mary  A.  Powell,  who  became  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of  Pana 
and  there  taught  for  a  number  of  years,  and  there,  on  July  6,  1875,  she  mar¬ 
ried  Walter  J.  Oliver.  Soon  afterwards  they  visited  her  parents  in  England, 
spending  one  year  there.  Returning  to  America,  they  located  at  Graysville. 
Illinois,  and  there  Mr.  Oliver  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick  with  his 
grandfather.  Two  years  later  he  removed  to  Iowa  and  purchased  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  unimproved,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring 
of  1899;  Mrs.  Oliver  died  in  1893.  On  the  former  date  Mr.  Oliver  came  to 
Washington  township.  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  settled  on  eighty 
acres  of  improved  land  which  he  purchased.  Five  years  later  he  married 
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Charlotte  Swaggart,  of  Boone,  Iowa,  and  since  then  has  made  thir  his  home. 
Walter  J.  Oliver  received  a  good  common  school  education,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  at  Graysville,  Illinois.  He  is  a  graduate  of  medicine, 
also  of  a  veterinary  college.  For  some  time  he  was  a  teacher  in  vocal  music. 
He  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  and 
his  life  ever  afterwards  was  a  model  of  right  living.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat.  His  family  consists  of  five  children,  Caroline,  Charles,  Marion. 
William  and  Mary  F. 

The  boyhood  days  of  William  Oliver,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
review,  were  spent  on  the  farm  and  he  received  a  very  good  common  school 
education.  On  October  15,  1907,  he  married  Myrtle  L.  Clayton,  daughter 
of  Frank  L.  and  Elizabeth  Clayton,  of  Nodaway  county.  They  began  their 
married  life  on  the  farm  where  they  still  live,  his  parents'  homestead,  which 
he  purchased,  and  here  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  Mr. 
Oliver  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  raising  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  He  is  a  well  read  young  man,  especially  on  agriculture  and  live¬ 
stock  subjects. 

Mr.  Oliver  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church.  They  are  the  parents  of 
one  child,  Walter  M. 


CLAIR  MANSHIP. 

Washington  township,  Nodaway  county,  has  no  more  careful  and  per¬ 
sistent  toiler  among  its  citizens  than  Clair  Manship,  who  was  born  March 
23,  1875,  in  DeKalb  county,  Missouri.  He  is  the  son  of  Sylvester  and 
Adelia  (Bonham)  Manship,  the  former  born  in  Indiana,  July  22,  1847,  an(l 
the  latter  in  Wisconsin,  January  21,  1857.  They  were  married  December 
25.  1874.  in  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  at  the  residence  of  her  father,  David 
Bonham,  who  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Andrew  county.  He  was 
captain  of  a  company  which  he  organized  for  service  in  the  Union  army  and 
as  such  served  in  the  Civil  war  with  a  very  creditable  record,  serving  one 
year,  enlisting  in  1864,  and  was  in  Sherman’s  raid.  He  later  figured  prom¬ 
inently  in  the  affairs  of  Andrew  county  and  was  elected  judge  of  the  county 
court ;  he  also  served  his  county  in  the  state  Senate  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  influential  men  of  the  state. 
He  and  his  wife  spent  the  first  four  years  of  their  married  life  in  DeKalb 
(68) 
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and  Andrew  counties,  then  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  located  on  an 
eighty-acre  farm  in  section  31,  Washington  township,  which  was  unim¬ 
proved.  He  erected  a  small  building  and  engaged  in  general  farming.  His 
mother  heirecl  two  hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  property.  Mrs.  Syl¬ 
vester  Manship  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
Mr.  Manship  is  an  attendant  and  contributor.  In  1903  they  moved  from  the 
farm  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  where  they  bought  property  and  where 
they  now  reside.  They  are  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  all  living  but 
three.  Carrie,  Pearl  and  Ethel  being  deceased ;  the  others  are  named  Clair, 
David,  Daisy,  Robert,  Allie,  Stella,  Ellsworth,  Earl,  Ruth  and  Vernie. 

Clair  Manship,  of  this  review,  received  a  common  school  education  and 
spent  his  youth  on  the  home  farm.  He  was  married  on  October  15,  1897, 
to  Alice  Shepherd,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Shepherd,  of  Andrew 
county,  and  they  began  their  married  life  at  Cawood,  that  county,  five 
years  later  moving  on  the  farm  owned  by  his  parents  and  consisting  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  he  still  successfully  operates. 

Mr.  Manship  is  an  enterprising  young  farmer,  well  up  on  the  advanced 
methods  of  agriculture.  He  manages  well  and  is  more  often  ahead  than 
behind  in  his  work. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Manship  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
church,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children  :  Andie,  born  July  29, 
1899;  Zelda,  born  May  16,  1903;  Paul,  born  February  24,  1897;  the  last 
named  died  in  infancy. 


FRANK  L.  CLAYTON. 

Among  the  sons  of  the  old  Keystone  state  who  have  wended  their  way 
westward  through  the  defiles  and  gaps  of  the  Alleghanies,  seeking  new 
homes  and  more  fertile  soils,  where  land  is  cheaper  and  more  abundant  1} 
rewards  the  toiler,  was  the  Clayton  family,  now  represented  in  Nodawa) 
county  by  Frank  L.  Clayton.  He  was  born  in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania. 
April  21,  1866,  the  son  of  Jacob  C.  and  Phoebe  A.  ( Brown)  Clayton,  both 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  both  born  in  1843.  They  grew7  to  maturity 
were  educated  and  married  in  their  native  community,  and  in  1867  came  tc 
Mercer  county,  Illinois.  Two  years  later  they  moved  to  Nodaway  county. 
Missouri,  and  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  White  Cloud  township,  which 
they  improved,  later  added  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  the  place  now  con- 
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sisting  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Mr.  Clayton  is  a  very  successful 
farmer  and  stock  man  and  has  laid  by  an  ample  competency  for  his  declining 
years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  church.  In  pol¬ 
itics,  he  is  a  Republican.  To  Jacob  C.  Clayton  and  wife  nine  children  have 
been  born,  namely:  Frank  L.,  Flora,  deceased,  Lizzie  B.,  Harry  T.,  Luella 
M.,  Olive  R.,  Jacob  W..  Anna,  and  Chester,  deceased. 

Frank  L.  Clayton,  of  this  review,  received  a  good  common  school  edu¬ 
cation  and  spent  his  youth  on  his  father’s  farm.  On  December  23,  1888,  he 
married  Lizzie  A.  Thompson,  daughter  of  William  H.  Thompson,  of  this 
county,  and  he  began  his  married  life  on  his  father’s  farm,  on  which  he  re¬ 
mained  eleven  years,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  farm,  which  he  bought 
of  Cornelius  Thompson  at  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre,  which  had  fairly 
good  improvements  on  it,  but  he  has  made  many  additional  ones  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best  places  in  the  township,  the  land  having  more  than  doubled 
in  value.  Besides  farming,  he  is  an  extensive  breeder  of  livestock,  keeps  the 
best  of  stock  and  is  a  very  careful  farmer.  Mrs.  Clayton  is  a  poultry  fancier 
and  has  some  very  fine  breeds,  which  are  greatly  admired  by  all  who  see 
them  and  with  which  she  is  very  successful.  She  keeps  large  numbers  on 
hand  constantly  and  they  are  eagerly  sought  after.  Like  her  husband,  she 
is  progressive  and  while  advancing  the  interests  of  the  family  likes  to  see 
the  general  progress  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Clayton  was  formerly  trustee  of  his  township,  also  tax  collector, 
and  at  present  is  one  of  the  school  directors  of  this  district.  He  is  active 
in  political  affairs  and  influential  in  local  matters,  being  at  present  the  Re¬ 
publican  county  committeeman  of  his  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Christian  church. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clayton,  as  follows: 
Mvrtle,  Leon  and  Ora. 


WILLIAM  E.  BRITTAIN. 

Washington  township  numbers  among  its  best  agriculturists  William  E. 
Brittain,  who  was  born  December  13,  1866,  in  Nodaway  county.  He  is  the 
son  of  Eletcher  E.  and  Jane  E.  (Long)  Brittain,  both  natives  of  North 
Carolina.  They  were  married  in  1865  in  Lynn  county.  Kansas.  They  came 
to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  the  same  year  and  located  near  Guilford  on 
land  belonging  to  J.  W.  Brittain,  purchasing  forty  acres  of  him.  Here  the 
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father  engaged  in  farming  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  this  county, 
dying  in  April,  1903;  Mrs.  Brittain  survives,  being  now  sixty-one  years  old, 
and  makes  her  home  among  her  children.  There  were  seven  in  the  family : 
William  E.,  James,  Florence.  Rosa,  Clarence,  Hattie  and  John,  all  living 
except  James  and  John. 

William  E.  Brittain  remained  at  home  until  he  was  of  legal  age.  and 
he  received  a  common  school  education.  On  January  17.  1889,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Martha  Clemmens,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Harriet  (Weatherman) 
Clemmens.  Mr.  Clemmens  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  three 
years.  He  began  his  married  life  on  his  present  farm,  which  then  belonged 
to  his  mother-in-law.  He  later  bought  and  is-  now  the  owner  of  one-fourth 
of  section  12,  Washington  township.  Farming  and  stock  raising  has  been 
his  chief  occupation  and  he  keeps  the  best  grades  of  all  kinds  of  stock  and 
feeds  for  the  market.  He  is  a  good  judge  of  all  kinds  of  livestock  and 
understands  how  to  raise  and  get  the  best  prices  for  them. 

Wiley  J.  Brittain,  grandfather  of  William  E.,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  who  came  to  Nodaway  county  in  an  early  day,  entered  land  in 
Washington  township  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  here. 

Mr.  Brittain  is  an  energetic  and  up-to-date  farmer,  well  read  on  the 
advanced  methods  of  agriculture.  He  is  among  the  public  spirited  men  of  his 
township,  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  school  director  of  his  district 
and  he  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  educational  affairs.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brittain,  namely :  Earl, 
born  April  13,  1892;  Elsie,  born  July  25,  1895;  Lester,  born  June  30,  1900. 


JACOB  M.  WONDERLY. 

Proud  of  the  fact  that  he  is  a  native  of  one  of  the  best  agricultural 
counties  in  the  United  States,  Jacob  M.  Wonderly,  of  Washington  town¬ 
ship.  Nodaway  county,  has  been  content  to  spend  his  life  here  at  home  and 
he  has  thereby  become  well  known  in  this  part  of  the  county  and  is  now 
well  established  from  a  material  standpoint,  owning  a  good  farm  and  having 
a  comfortable  home.  He  was  born  on  January  15,  1873,  the  son  of  John 
E.  and  Margaret  (King)  Wonderly,  both  natives  of  Missouri,  the  father  born 
April  26,  1850.  On  April  16.  1872,  they  were  married  in  this  county.  The 
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Wonderly  family  is  of  Swiss  origin.  Jacob  M.'s  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  having  emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man.  located  in 
Maryland  and  there  met  and  married  Mary  Kuntz,  a  native  of  that  state, 
ft  was  about  1825  when  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  in  an  old-fashioned 
ship  and  sought  his  fortune  in  the  New  World.  In  1840  he  came  to  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  plasterer  and  contrac¬ 
tor.  He  moved  to  Illinois,  in  which  state  he  lived  six  years,  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing.  From  there  he  moved  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  in  1869,  and  the  same 
year  came  to  Nodaway  county,  buying  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  near  Conception,  which  he  operated,  also  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  maintaining  the  second  store  opened  in  Conception.  He  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  here  and  both  he  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years.  They  took  a  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Catholic  church. 
Mr.  Wonderly  was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  drafted  during  the  Civil 
war  and  paid  a  substitute  six  hundred  dollars  to  serve  at  the  front  in  his 
stead.  The  following  children  constituted  his  family:  Joseph  A.,  Lewis, 
John  A.,  Flora  (deceased),  Mrs.  McGaffigan.  John  F.  (  father  of  Jacob  M..  of 
this  review). 

John  F.  Wonderly  began  his  married  life  on  his  father’s  farm,  which  lie 
bought  and  engaged  in  general  farming.  He  served  his  township  as  col-' 
lector  for  nine  years  and  was  postmaster  at  the  town  of  Clyde  for  ten  years. 
He  is  a  Democrat,  politically,  and  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the  party  and 
is  a  well-known  and  respected  citizen  in  his  township.  He  has  made  his 
home  on  a  farm  he  purchased  in  1902  in  section  7,  Washington  township. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Conception. 

Jacob  M.  Wonderly,  of  this  review,  grew  to  manhood  in  his  father’s 
home  and  received  a  common  school  education.  When  he  reached  manhood 
he  married  Stella  Sapp,  daughter  of  John  and  Matilda  ( Lybarger)  Sapp, 
of  this  county.  The  mother  is  now  deceased  and  Mr.  Sapp  is  living  on  a 
farm  here.  There  were  five  children  in  the  Sapp  family, 

Mr.  Wonderly  began  his  married  life  on  his  present  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  bought  of  his  father-in-law  in  1909,  for 
which  he  paid  seventy-five  dollars  per  acre.  He  had  lived  on  the  place  eight 
years  prior  to  buying  it.  Besides  farming,  he  devotes  considerable  attention 
to  stock  raising,  keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
of  our  young  farmers.  He  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  in  politics  he  is  a  Democrat. 

They  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Leora.  born  August  21, 
1902;  Irene.  May  1,  1904;  Ruth,  born  August  1,  1906;  Viola,  born  March 
19,  1908;  Dorothy,  born  in  January,  1910. 
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survived  nearly  a  decade  by  his  widow,  whose  death  occurred  on  July  29, 
1904,  their  remains  now  resting  in  the  Lafayette  cemetery. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he 
had  attained  mature  years  and  received  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  community.  On  April  15.  1897,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Louisa  Giffin,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Permelia  Giffin,  of  this  county. 
They  began  life  for  themselves  on  his  father's  farm,  starting  with  seventy- 
five  acres  of  land.  At  his  father's  death  he  bought  the  latter’s  farm  and 
devoted  himself  thereafter  to  its  operation,  his  mother  making  his  home  with 
him  until  her  death.  In  1904  Mr.  Pugh  sold  the  old  home  farm  and  bought 
his  present  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  had  formerly 
been  known  as  the  Dean  Miller  farm,  for  which  he  paid  fifty-eight  dollars 
an  acre.  He  also  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  30,  this 
lownship.  He  is  widely  known  now  as  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers 
and  stock  buyers  and  feeders  in  the  county,  due  entirely  to  his  own  inde¬ 
fatigable  and  persistent  efforts  and  his  good  business  judgment.  He  has 
erected  three  large,  commodious  and  well-arranged  barns  and  recently  built 
one  of  the  finest  residences  in  this  part  of  the  county,  it  being  thoroughly 
modern  and  up-to-date  in  all  its  appointments,  the  property  in  its  entirety  be¬ 
ing  considered  one  of  the  model  places  of  the  community.  Mr.  Pugh  is 
eminently  public  spirited  and  gives  an  earnest  support  to  every  measure  hav¬ 
ing  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  locality  where 
he  lives.  Politically,  Mr.  Pugh  is  an  ardent  Republican  and  takes  an  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  having  been  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  a  number  of  years  and  being  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the  town¬ 
ship  board.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
South,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pugh  have  been  born  the  following  children  :  Herbert, 
born  March  11,  1898;  Grace  E.,  March  17,  1901  ;  Hazel  M.,  January,  1903; 
Ernest  V.,  September,  1906;  Harold  L.,  August,  1908.  The  members  of 
this  family  are  well  known  in  the  community  and  are  well  liked  by  all  who 
know  them,  their  home  being  the  center  of  a  large  social  circle. 


JOHN  E.  DONALDSON. 

One  of  the  young  farmers  of  Washington  township  who  is  forging  to 
the  front  by  means  of  hard  work  and  constant  application  is  John  E.  Donald¬ 
son,  who  was  born  in  Nodaway  county,  on  April  22.  1871.  He  is  the  son 
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of  Richard  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Donaldson,  who  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated  in  the  public  schools.  They 
migrated  to  the  United  States  about  i860  and  located  in  St.  Joseph,  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  they  were  married.  About  1866  they  came  to  Nodaway  county 
and  settled  in  Jefferson  township,  where  they  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  which  had  been  partly  improved.  This  land  was  added 
to  until  Mr.  Donaldson  owned  a  half  section,  and  was  very  successful  as  a 
farmer  and  stock  man.  He  was  a  highly  respected  citizen  and  influential  in 
his  community.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat.  Both  parents  died  when  seventy-two  years 
of  age  and  are  buried  in  Swinford  cemetery.  Eive  children  were  born  to 
them,  all  living  except  Maggie;  the  others  are  Alice  Farnan,  Lydia  Lutzen, 
James  and  John  E. 

John  E.  Donaldson,  of  this  review,  lived  at  home  during  his  youth  and 
received  a  common  school  education.  In  1895  he  was  married  to  America 
Morris,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Eliza  Morris,  of  this  county.  Mr.  Morris 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  ranks  during  the  Civil  war,  serving  almost 
throughout  the  struggle,  and  while  in  the  service  of  his  country  he  received 
a  severe  rupture.  He  is  remembered  with  a  substantial  pension. 

Mr.  Donaldson  began  his  married  life  on  his  father's  farm,  on  which  he 
remained  nine,  years  and  successfully  operated.  He  bought  the  excellent 
farm  where  he  now  lives  in  1903  and  has  built  a  substantial  and  modern  home 
here,  attractive  in  design  and  surroundings,  and  he  has  improved  his  farm 
in  every  way,  making  it  rank  with  the  best  in  the  township.  He  is  known 
also  as  a  stock  man  of  good  judgment,  handling  draft  horses  and  Shorthorn 
cattle,  also  Chester-White  hogs,  these  being  his  favorite  breeds ;  however, 
others  are  to  be  found  on  his  place  from  time  to  time.  He  takes  a  great 
pride  in  all  kinds  of  good  stock  on  his  farm,  and  he  feeds  extensively  for 
the  market,  and  owing  to  the  excellent  quality  of  what  he  offers  for  sale, 
rarely  fails  to  get  high  prices. 

Politically.  Mr.  Donaldson  is  a  Democrat  and  is  one  of  the  public  spirited 
men  of  this  township.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Donaldson:  Mabel,  born  in  1896,  and  Sarah,  born  in  1904. 


BALLARD  BROTHERS. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  one  to  make  very  extensive  inquiry  upon  arriving 
in  Nodaway  county  to  ascertain  that  the  Ballard  brothers  are  among  the 
leading  agriculturists  and  foremost  business  men  of  this  favored  section  of 


1082 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


the  great  Empire  state  of  the  West,  and,  while  they  are  laboring  for  the 
advancement  of  their  own  interests,  they  do  not  lose  sight  of  their  obliga¬ 
tions  to  their  fellow-men  and  are  ready  to  lend  any  necessary  aid  in  further¬ 
ing  movements  calculated  to  be  of  general  benefit  to  the  county.  Their  excel¬ 
lent  landed  estate  in  Washington  township  is  one  of  the  “show”  places  of  this 
section  of  the  county. 

George  Ballard  was  born  in  1870  and  Charles  Ballard  in  1867,  both  in 
this  county.  They  are  the  sons  of  John  W.  and  Margaret  (O’Connor)  Bal¬ 
lard,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York  state  and  of  English  descent;  the 
mother  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  of  Irish  extraction.  They  each  rep¬ 
resented  fine  old  families,  and  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated  in 
their  home  communities,  coming  to  Illinois  early  in  life  and  were  married 
in  Willow  county  in  1855.  The  following  year  they  came  to  Gentry  county, 
Missouri,  and  purchased  a  small  farm  and  lived  there  about  ten  years.  Sell¬ 
ing  out.  they  removed  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  good  land  north  of  Guilford,  Washington  township,  and  there 
they  continued  to  reside  for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Ballard  pros¬ 
pered  by  reason  of  his  excellent  management,  adding  to  his  original  purchase 
from  time  to  time  until  he  was  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  acres  in  sections 
17  and  18.  He  was  a  very  successful  farmer  and  accumulated  much  prop¬ 
erty.  He  was  prominent  in  political  affairs,  served  very  acceptably  as  county 
judge  for  a  number  of  years  and  for  a  short  time  he  was  postmaster  at 
Clyde.  In  1890  he  moved  from  his  farm  and  located  in  Clyde,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church  at  Conception.  He  was  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
bv  all  for  his  life  of  industry,  public  service,  generosity  and  integrity.  He 
was  called  to  his  reward  in  1899. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Ballard  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  all  are  living  with  the  exception  of  Mary,  who  was  the  wife  of 
Mathew  Farnan;  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  John  Allen.  The  four  brothers, 
none  of  whom  were  ever  married,  are  the  owners  of  twenty-five  hundred 
acres  of  fine  farm  land  in  Nodaway  county.  James  L.  is  vice-president  and 
a  stockholder  in  the  Guilford  Bank  and  owns  several  hundred  acres  of  land. 
The  firm,  Ballard  Brothers,  George  and  Charles,  share  with  their  mother 
and  sister.  Eliza,  who  live  on  their  farm.  Their  residence  here  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  attractive  in  the  county  and  has  every  modern  convenience. 
George  and  Charles,  who  are  in  partnership,  own  an  excellent  farm  consist¬ 
ing  of  fifteen  hundred  acres,  on  which  stand  many  expensive  barns  and  all 
modern  improvements.  They  are  extensive  stock  feeders  and  shippers.  At 
present  (spring  of  1910)  they  have  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle, 
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about  the  same  number  of  hogs  and  fifty  head  of  the  best  farm  horses  pro¬ 
curable,  also  a  number  of  mules  and  mule  teams  of  the  best  quality. 

These  two  brothers  are  deserving  of  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  what 
they  have  accomplished,  for  they  each  started  in  life  with  about  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  given  them  by  their  father.  By  close  attention  to  business 
and  good  management  they  have  succeeded  in  making  for  themselves  one  of 
the  largest  farms  in  the  county.  They  usually  plant  three  hundred  acres 
in  corn  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  oats;  however,  they  raise  but  little 
wheat.  Everything  about  their  place  shows  thrift,  prosperity  and  good  man¬ 
agement. 

Their  mother,  now  seventy  years  of  age.  enjoys  the  friendship  of  a 
wide  acquaintance.  She  has  reasonably  good  health,  and  is  proud  of  her 
grandchildren,  Christopher,  Charles,  Mathew,  Joseph  and  William  Farnan, 
and  Samuel,  John,  James  and  Margaret  Allen. 


TILGHMAN  MEDSKER. 

Standing  for  upright  manhood  and  progressive  citizenship,  the  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch,  although  yet  a  young  man, 
has  long  occupied  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  representatives  of  the  great 
agricultural  interests  of  Nodaway  county,  and  his  influence  in  every  rela¬ 
tion  of  life  has  made  for  the  material  advancement  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides  and  the  moral  welfare  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  into  contact.  Tilghman  Medsker  comes  of  an  old  and  highly  esteemed 
Ohio  family,  the  genealogy  of  which  is  traceable  to  an  early  period  in  the 
history  of  that  commomvealth. 

Mr.  Medsker  was  born  September  15,  1872,  in  Holt  county,  Missouri, 
the  son  of  Robert  and  Lucy  (Roberts)  Medsker,  both  natives  of  Ohio.  They 
grew  to  maturity  and  married  there  and  came  to  Holt  county.  Missouri,  in 
186=9  bought  and  improved  a  farm  and  lived  there  until  1895,  when  they 
sold  out  and  moved  to  Nodaway  county  and  settled  near  Skidmore  on  a 
farm  on  which  some  improvements  had  been  made.  Mr.  Medsker  engaged 
in  farming  and  teaching  school  in  the  winter  time.  In  1900  he  bought  prop- 
ertv  in  Skidmore  and  moved  from  his  farm  to  that  place.  He  was  assessor 
of  his  township  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  school 
board  of  his  district.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  were  the  parents 
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of  eight  children,  namely:  Ida  is  the  wife  of  T.  L.  Howden;  Lulu  married 
Rev.  E.  L.  Robinson;  Minnie  married  H.  D.  Cornish;  Josie  married  Abraham 
Goodpasture;  Anna  is  the  widow  of  F.  M.  Campbell;  Homer.  Ephraim  and 
Tilghman. 

Tilghman  Medsker  received  a  common  school  education,  and  on  June  1, 
1904,  was  married  to  Lizzie  Beggs,  who  was  born  July  24,  1874,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Mary  R.  Beggs,  of  this  county,  a  farmer  and  a  native  of 
Indiana.  They  began  their  married  life  at  Skidmore.  In  1905  Mr.  Medsker 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  24,  Washington  township.  He 
has  added  to  this  until  he  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  on  which  he  now  lives,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
his  place  being  known  as  the  ‘‘East  Star  farm"  and  it  is  one  of  the  desirable 
and  neatly  kept  places  of  the  township,  admired  by  all  who  see  it.  He  has  an 
excellent  and  comfortable  dwelling  and  outbuildings.  All  this  he  has  made 
unaided,  having  started  in  life  with  but  five  hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  few  young  farmers  have  made  a  greater  success.  All  of  his  im¬ 
provements  are  the  best  and  up-to-date.  He  has  a  power  and  storage  house 
built  of  metal,  and  an  eight-horse-power  gasoline  engine,  which  he  uses  for 
grinding  feed  and  many  other  purposes.  He  has  a  newly  designed  hog 
house  for  breeding  hogs,  which  attracts  much  attention  among  his  neighbors. 
He  devotes  special  attention  to  the  breeding  of  hogs  and  their  preparation 
for  the  market.  He  is  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  township,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Medsker  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Leland  Leon, 
born  July  8,  1905,  and  Mary  May,  born  July  10,  1908.  Mr.  Medsker  is  a 
man  of  kindly  disposition,  pleasant,  honest  and  thoroughly  trustworthy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  large  circle  of  acquaintances  which  he  can  claim,  and  he  is 
admired  by  all  who  know  him  for  his  uprightness  and  business  integrity. 


WILLIAM  F.  POTTS. 

The  Potts  family  is  deserving  of  proper  recognition  in  the  history  of 
Nodaway  county,  for  its  members  have  been  identified  with  the  growth  of  the 
same  since  the  early  days  of  its  development,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  they  have  played  well  their  parts  in  the  general  progress  of  this  local- 
itv.  especially  in  connection  with  the  agricultural  interests.  One  of  the  best 
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known  of  the  present  generation  in  Washington  township  is  William  F. 
Potts,  who  was  born  March  4,  i860,  in  this  county,  the  son  of  William  and 
Rachael  (Killion)  Potts,  both  natives  of  Indiana,  the  father  having  been 
born  on  November  28,  1823,  and  the  mother  in  1830.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  William  F.  Potts  was  born  in  Indiana  and  was  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  wife  died  in  Indiana  and  the  family  moved  to  Iowa,  and  in  that  state 
Mr.  Potts  married  a  second  time,  his  last  wife  being  a  sister  of  his  first 
one.  After  remaining  in  Iowa  for  six  years  the  family  moved  to  Platte 
county,  Missouri,  and  after  three  years  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought 
a  farm  northwest  of  Maryville  where  Mr.  Potts  engaged  in  farming  until 
after  the  death  of  his  second  wife,  when  he  went  to  Arkansas  to  visit  a 
sister  and  while  there  sickness  overtook  him,  resulting  in  his  death. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Potts,  namely:  David, 
Jessie.  William  F.,  James,  John  and  Norris,  all  living.  Norris  is  a  successful 
physician ;  the  rest  are  farmers. 

William  F.  Potts,  of  this  review,  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  old,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was 
married  January  1,  1889,  to  Eva  E.  Messick,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Thema 
Messick,  of  Andrew  county.  His  wife  died  April  6,  1896,  and  on  October 
24.  1900.  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Whhrow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Grimes, 
the  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Rebecca  Grimes,  of  Andrew  county.  Her  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  a  lieutenant  in  Company  E,  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Mr.  Potts  first  bought  fifty-two  acres,  after  his  marriage,  having  farmed 
rented  land  previously  until  he  had  accumulated  sufficient  money  to  make  this 
purchase.  They  started  out  in  life  with  only  a  team  of  horses.  In  later  years 
they  added  to  their  first  purchase  until  they  now  have  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  In  1910  they  erected  a  modern,  substan¬ 
tial  and  beautiful  residence,  costing  three  thousand  dollars,  which  has  all 
the  conveniences  in  use  at  the  present  time.  This  is  surrounded  by  excellent 
outbuildings,  orchard,  garden  and  everything  that  makes  life  pleasant  in  the 
country.  Mr.  Potts  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  his  town¬ 
ship  and  a  very  successful  farmer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  his 
church  relations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Seven  children  constitute  Mr.  Potts’  family,  three  by  his  first  wife, 
named  as  follows:  Albert,  Henry  and  Phema ;  four  by  his  second,  Norris, 
Rosa,  Frances  and  Golda.  By  her  former  husband  Mrs.  Potts  is  the  mother 
of  a  daughter,  Arnnie.  living:  her  other  daughter,  Flossie,  lost  her  life  as  a 
result  of  her  clothes  taking  fire  from  burning  trash. 


1084 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


of  eight  children,  namely:  Ida  is  the  wife  of  T.  L.  Howden ;  Lulu  married 
Rev.  E.  L.  Robinson;  Minnie  married  H.  D.  Cornish;  Josie  married  Abraham 
Goodpasture;  Anna  is  the  widow  of  F.  M.  Campbell;  Homer,  Ephraim  and 
Tilghman. 

Tilghman  Medsker  received  a  common  school  education,  and  on  June  1, 
1904,  was  married  to  Lizzie  Beggs,  who  was  born  July  24,  1874,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Mary  R.  Beggs,  of  this  county,  a  farmer  and  a  native  of 
Indiana.  They  began  their  married  life  at  Skidmore.  In  1905  Mr.  Medsker 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  24,  Washington  township.  He 
has  added  to  this  until  he  now  has  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  on  which  he  now  lives,  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
his  place  being  known  as  the  “East  Star  farm”  and  it  is  one  of  the  desirable 
and  neatly  kept  places  of  the  township,  admired  by  all  who  see  it.  He  has  an 
excellent  and  comfortable  dwelling  and  outbuildings.  All  this  he  has  made 
unaided,  having  started  in  life  with  but  five  hundred  dollars,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  few  young  farmers  have  made  a  greater  success.  All  of  his  im¬ 
provements  are  the  best  and  up-to-date.  He  has  a  power  and  storage  house 
built  of  metal,  and  an  eight-horse-power  gasoline  engine,  which  he  uses  for 
grinding  feed  and  many  other  purposes.  He  has  a  newly  designed  hog 
house  for  breeding  hogs,  which  attracts  much  attention  among  his  neighbors. 
He  devotes  special  attention  to  the  breeding  of  hogs  and  their  preparation 
for  the  market.  He  is  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  his  township,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Medsker  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Leland  Leon, 
born  July  8,  1905,  and  Mary  May,  born  July  10,  1908.  Air.  Medsker  is  a 
man  of  kindly  disposition,  pleasant,  honest  and  thoroughly  trustworthy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  large  circle  of  acquaintances  which  he  can  claim,  and  he  is 
admired  by  all  who  know  him  for  his  uprightness  and  business  integrity. 


WILLIAM  F.  POTTS. 

The  Potts  family  is  deserving  of  proper  recognition  in  the  history  of 
Nodaway  county,  for  its  members  have  been  identified  with  the  growth  of  the 
same  since  the  early  days  of  its  development,  and  from  that  time  to  the 
present  they  have  played  well  their  parts  in  the  general  progress  of  this  local¬ 
ity,  especially  in  connection  with  the  agricultural  interests.  One  of  the  best 
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known  of  the  present  generation  in  Washington  township  is  William  F. 
Potts,  who  was  born  March  4,  i860,  in  this  county,  the  son  of  William  and 
Rachael  (Killion)  Potts,  both  natives  of  Indiana,  the  father  having  been 
born  on  November  28,  1823,  and  the  mother  in  1830.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  William  F.  Potts  was  born  in  Indiana  and  was  in  the  war  of  1812. 
His  wife  died  in  Indiana  and  the  family  moved  to  Iowa,  and  in  that  state 
Mr.  Potts  married  a  second  time,  his  last  wife  being  a  sister  of  his  first 
one.  After  remaining  in  Iowa  for  six  years  the  family  moved  to  Platte 
county,  Missouri,  and  after  three  years  came  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought 
a  farm  northwest  of  Maryville  where  Mr.  Potts  engaged  in  farming  until 
after  the  death  of  his  second  wife,  when  he  went  to  Arkansas  to  visit  a 
sister  and  while  there  sickness  overtook  him,  resulting  in  his  death. 

Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Potts,  namely:  David, 
Jessie.  William  F.,  James,  John  and  Norris,  all  living.  Norris  is  a  successful 
physician ;  the  rest  are  farmers. 

William  F.  Potts,  of  this  review,  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  old,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was 
married  January  1,  1889,  to  Eva  E.  Messick,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Thema 
Messick,  of  Andrew  county.  His  wife  died  April  6,  1896,  and  on  October 
24.  1900.  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Wilhrow,  whose  maiden  name  was  Grimes, 
the  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Rebecca  Grimes,  of  Andrew  county.  Her  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  a  lieutenant  in  Company  E,  Missouri  Cavalry. 

Mr.  Potts  first  bought  fifty-two  acres,  after  his  marriage,  having  farmed 
rented  land  previously  until  he  had  accumulated  sufficient  money  to  make  this 
purchase.  They  started  out  in  life  with  only  a  team  of  horses.  In  later  years 
they  added  to  their  first  purchase  until  they  now  have  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  In  1910  they  erected  a  modern,  substan¬ 
tial  and  beautiful  residence,  costing  three  thousand  dollars,  which  has  all 
the  conveniences  in  use  at  the  present  time.  This  is  surrounded  by  excellent 
outbuildings,  orchard,  garden  and  everything  that  makes  life  pleasant  in  the 
country.  Mr.  Potts  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  his  town¬ 
ship  and  a  very  successful  farmer.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  his 
church  relations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Seven  children  constitute  Mr.  Potts’  family,  three  by  his  first  wife, 
named  as  follows:  Albert,  Henry  and  Phema;  four  by  his  second,  Norris, 
Rosa,  Frances  and  Golda.  By  her  former  husband  Mrs.  Potts  is  the  mother 
of  a  daughter,  Arnnie.  living:  her  other  daughter,  Flossie,  lost  her  life  as  a 
result  of  her  clothes  taking  fire  from  burning  trash. 
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E.  E.  CARVER. 

Among  the  progressive  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  none  have  attained  to  a  more  enviable  position  than  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch,  and  who,  as  the  proprietor  of  the  Evergreen 
stock  farm,  has  earned  a  widespread  reputation.  As  a  breeder  of  thorough¬ 
bred  Poland-China  hogs,  he  has  conferred  on  the  farmers  of  this  locality  a 
definite  benefit,  having  done  much  to  elevate  the  standard  of  stock  among  his 
fellow  agriculturists.  He  is  wide-awake  and  enterprising  and,  because  of 
his  practical  methods  and  good  business  ability,  he  is  rightfully  numbered 
among  the  leading  men  of  his  community. 

E.  E.  Carver  was  born  near  Freeport,  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  on 
October  22,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mariah  (Mummy)  Carver. 
These  parents  were  both  natives  of  eastern  Ohio,  but  moved  to  Guilford, 
Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  February,  1868,  and  where  they  maintained 
their  home  until  about  1889.  James  Carver  is  now  residing  at  Schuyler, 
Nebraska,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  While  a  resident  of 
Nodaway  county  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  development  of  its  edu¬ 
cational  and  religious  advantages,  and  he  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
the  first  board  of  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  which  was  built 
in  Guilford  in  1870.  Of  his  children,  the  following  are  now  living:  Mrs. 
O.  A.  Stewart,  of  Centralia,  Washington:  Dim  B.  Carver,  of  Aberdeen, 
Washington,  and  Elmer  E.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch. 

After  completing  his  education,  which  was  received  in  the  common 
schools.  Elmer  E.  Carver  gave  his  attention  to  assisting  his  father  in  the 
nursery  and  fruit  business  until  January  1,  1883,  when,  at  his  marriage,  he 
rented  a  farm  near  Guilford  and  engaged  on  his  own  account  in  farming  and 
stock  raising.  Early  in  life  Mr.  Carver  developed  a  strong  fancy  for  good 
livestock,  and  this  fancy  has  been  encouraged  and  indulged  until  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  he  has  attained  to  a  place  in  the  front  rank  of  stock  raisers.  In  1875 
he  purchased  a  pair  of  Poland-China  hogs  and  until  1885  he  continued  to 
raise  good  stock,  though  in  limited  numbers,  but  in  the  latter  years  he 
branched  out  and  established  the  Evergreen  herd  of  Poland-China  hogs, 
which  has  been  more  extensively  shown  than  any  other  herd  ever  in  Nodawav 
county,  and  which  has  won  over  three  hundred  prizes  at  county,  district  and 
state  fairs  and  expositions,  while  sales  of  these  hogs  have  extended  over 
most  of  the  hog-producing  states  of  the  Union.  Only  the  largest  and  finest 
strains  of  this  breed  are  used  for  breeding  purposes  and  at  the  time  the 
writer  visited  the  herd,  several  of  the  breeding  animals  weighed  over  seven 
hundred  pounds. 
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Mr.  Carver’s  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  county,  being 
located  a  mile  northeast  of  Guilford,  on  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  acres.  This  land  is  well  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  the  place  being  the  fine  orchard  of 
twenty  acres,  in  which  are  to  be  found  every  kind  of  fruit  tree  grown  in  this 
climate,  while  in  the  spacious  and  well-kept  lawn  are  to  be  found  many  beauti¬ 
ful  trees,  rare  plants  and  flowers.  In  the  orchard  the  only  fruit  grown  for 
commercial  purposes  is  the  apple.  In  1892  Mr.  Carver  formed  a  partner¬ 
ship  with  J.  W.  Core  for  the  purpose  of  handling  winter  apples,  stock  cattle 
and  horses,  and  for  a  number  of  years  they  extensively  and  successfully 
engaged  in  this  business.  Later  C.  W.  Badger,  of  Barnard,  Missouri,  ac¬ 
quired  Mr.  Core’s  interests  and  the  business  was  continued  until  1906,  when 
Mr.  Badger  was  succeeded  by  J.  L.  Ballard,  whose  large  farm  adjoins  that 
of  Mr.  Carver.  Ballard  &  Carver  now  make  a  specialty  of  winter  apples, 
direct  from  producer  to  consumer,  having  distributed  the  major  part  of  the 
1909  crop  of  the  southeastern  part  of  Nodaway  county  to  consumers  from 
Minnesota  to  Oklahoma,  and  through  their  efforts  along  this  line  Nodaway 
county  apples  have  gained  a  widespread  reputation,  while  at  the  same  time 
the  home  growers  are  assured  of  a  reliable  market  for  all  the  good  fruit  they 
can  produce.  Mr.  Carver  has  injected  into  his  business  affairs  an  active  and 
vital  impulse  that  has  insured  success  from  the  start  and  he  has  at  no  time 
permitted  himself  to  depart  from  the  highest  ideals,  because  of  which  fact 
his  reputation  has  been  enhanced  rather  than  diminished.  He  is  known  as 
a  man  of  his  word  and  his  judgment  is  considered  sound  and  reliable,  his 
standing  among  his  business  associates  being  the  highest. 

On  January  1,  1883,  Mr.  Carver  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  E. 
Todd,  the  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Margaret  (Beggs)  Todd,  of  Guilford.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  four  children,  one  son,  James  H.,  who  is  identified 
with  his  father  in  the  farm  and  stock  business,  and  three  daughters.  Pearl 
V.,  Maybird  and  Mable,  are  well  known  and  successful  school  teachers  in 
this  county,  the  two  daughters  first  named  being  older  than  the  son. 

Politically,  Mr.  Carver  is  a  Republican,  to  which  party  he  renders  a 
stanch  allegiance,  though  his  multitudinous  private  duties  preclude  him  from 
aspiring  to  public  office.  Religiously,  he  and  his  family  are  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for  a  number 
of  years.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  Guilford  Lodge,  No.  219,  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  which  also  he  is  a  trustee.  He  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Guilford  Farmers  Institute  and  Corn  Show  and  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Standard  Poland-China  Record,  being  at  the  present  time  a 


io88 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


member  of  the  board  of  directors.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  these  worthy  organizations  and  has  been  an  effective  and 
potent  force  in  many  ways  in  developing  the  resources  and  interests  of 
the  community,  being  rightfully  numbered  among  its  leading  and  representa¬ 
tive  citizens.  Genial  in  disposition  and  kindly  in  manner,  he  enjoys  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  has  many  warm  personal  friends,  who  value  him  because 
of  his  genuine  worth. 


JAMES  ALLISON. 

Lrom  a  sturdy  Canadian  family  is  descended  James  Allison,  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  eastern  part  of  Nodaway  county,  he,  himself,  hav¬ 
ing  been  born  in  Nassagaweya  township,  Halton  county,  province  of  On¬ 
tario,  Canada,  on  March  25,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary 
(Knight)  Allison,  the  latter  born  in  Scotland  and  the  former  in  Durham, 
England.  He  was  reared  in  Yorkshire,  and  from  there  came  to  Canada  with 
four  brothers  in  a  very  early  day,  and  they  farmed  in  what  is  still  known  as 
the  Allison  settlement.  The  father  of  James  Allison  died  on  the  farm  on 
which  he  first  settled,  having  cleared  it  of  its  heavy  timber  and  improved  it 
until  he  was  regarded  as  the  wealthiest  man  in  his  township.  In  his  family 
were  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  During  the  war  of  1812  George  Alli¬ 
son  was  compelled  to  assist  the  British  soldiers  search  for  traitors. 

James  Allison  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  public 
schools.  He  remained  in  Canada  until  1868.  He  began  life  by  farming 
one  hundred  acres  which  his  father  gave  him,  his  father  having  owned  three 
hundred  and  forty  acres.  In  1868  he  came  to  Nunica,  Michigan,  and  rented 
farming  land,  but  remained  there  only  a  short  time,  when  he  moved  to  Dakota 
territory  in  1870,  pre-empted  and  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  respectively.  He  improved  his  place  and 
lived  there  seven  years  and  eight  months.  Then  moved  to  Crawford  county, 
Iowa,  and  raised  one  crop.  In  March,  1878,  he  came  to  Nodaway  county, 
Missouri,  and  bought  a  piece  of  land  on  which  he  hauled  lumber  the  second 
day  he  was  in  the  county.  This  was  an  eighty-acre  farm  one-half  mile  south 
of  where  he  now  lives,  in  western  Independence  township.  He  broke  the  sod. 
and  the  next  year  planted  corn.  The  following  winter  he  sold  out  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  raw  prairie  land,  and  on  this  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  He  has  put  on  every  improvement  and  has  a  good  farm  and  a  com¬ 
fortable  home.  In  1890  he  sold  the  north  eighty.  Of  recent  years  he  has 
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devoted  considerable  attention  to  raising  shorthorn  cattle.  He  has  also 
followed  dairying  ever  since  he  bought  this  farm.  He  has  experienced  all 
stages  of  this  business.  He  first  sold  butter,  then  sold  milk  in  cans  with 
glass  on  the  side  to  measure  the  depth  of  the  cream ;  he  then  sold  milk  and 
had  skimmed  milk  returned  to  him.  He  now  has  modern  separators  and  sells 
his  own  cream  and  milk  direct.  He  finds  a  ready  market  for  his  products. 
He  put  out  a  good  orchard  about  1902,  the  spring  after  he  came  here.  He 
has  also  been  a  dealer  in  horses  nearly  all  his  life,  dealing  especially  in  draft 
horses. 

Mr.  Allison  was  married  on  October  9,  1855,  to  Ann  Cleave,  who  was 
born  February  4,  1837,  in  Devonshire,  England,  the  daughter  of  Richard  and 
Grace  (Hamlin)  Cleave.  She  came  to  America  in  1849  and  located  in  the 
same  township  and  county  in  which  Mr.  Allison  was  born,  her  family  being 
pioneer  fanners  there,  and  it  was  in  that  community  that  she  and  Mr. 
Allison  married.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  them :  George 
Edwin,  born  January  16,  1857;  Mary  Ann  (deceased),  born  June  20,  1858; 
John  (deceased),  born  November  9,  1859  ;  James  Milford,  born  February  28, 
1861  ;  John  Alfred,  born  December  11,  1862;  William  Orlando,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  17,  1864;  Levina  (deceased),  born  August  6,  1866;  Emma,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1867;  Viola  Jane,  born  January  29,  1870;  Anna  May  (deceased), 
born  May  24,  1872;  Milo  Fred,  born  July  4,  1874;  Grace  Elizabeth  (de¬ 
ceased),  born  December  11,  1881. 

James  Allison  is  grandfather  of  thirty-seven  children,  thirty-five  of 
whom  are  living,  and  he  is  the  great-grandfather  of  one  child. 

Mrs.  Allison  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  Mr.  Allison  is  inde¬ 
pendent  in  politics,  believing  in  voting  for  the  man  rather  than  the  party.  He 
has  held  the  offices  of  his  district  a  number  of  times,  such  as  school  director 
and  road  overseer. 

William  Orlando  Allison,  mentioned  above,  is  an  extensive  fruit  grower 
in  Colorado.  He  paid  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  acre  for  land  for 
which  he  has  been  offered  two  thousand  dollars  per  acre.  He  has  about 
eighteen  acres  in  all.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  contractor  and  has  erected  large 
school  buildings  and  others.  For  some  time  he  maintained  a  brick  yard. 
James  Allison,  his  father,  has  also  been  interested  in  fruit  raising  of  all 
kinds,  small  and  large.  He  does  not  engage  so  extensively  in  farming  as 
formerly.  At  one  time,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  home  place,  he  had  four  hundred 
and  forty  acres.  His  sons  are  all  farmers.  He  gave  a  team  to  each  of  his 
sons  when  the  latter  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  has  helped  them  in 
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many  other  ways.  His  daughter,  Anna  May,  died  after  rearing  four  children. 
Mr.  Allison  is  a  very  pleasant  man  to  meet,  always  courteous  and  kind, 
honest  and  obliging,  consequently  he  has  hosts  of  friends. 


HUGH  G.  RICHARDS. 

This  honored  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  is  to  be  designated  as  one  of 
the  influential  and  successful  citizens  of  Washington  township,  having  main¬ 
tained  his  home  in  Nodaway  county  for  many  years,  figuring  as  one  of  the 
builders  of  his  community,  and  he  is  especially  worthy  of  consideration  in 
this  work.  He  has  not  only  by  his  industry  and  sound  judgment  improved 
a  fine  farm  and  gained  a  competence  for  his  old  age,  but  he  has  materially 
assisted  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  community,  in  many  ways  lending  his 
time  and  influence  in  various  uplifting  movements. 

Hugh  G.  Richards  was  born  August  20,  1839,  in  McCoupin  county, 
Illinois,  the  son  of  Calib  D.  and  Nancy  (Gibson)  Richards.  The  father 

was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1818  and  died  in  1895,  and  the  mother  was  born  in 

Kentucky  in  1819  and  died  in  1885.  They  were  married  in  Illinois  and 
came  to  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  in  1841,  there  entering  land  which  they 
improved,  building  a  home  on  the  same.  Selling  out  in  1859,  they  came  to 
Nodaway  county  and  bought  ninety  acres  of  land  in  section  30,  ten  acres 
of  which  was  timbered.  Here  he  also  built  a  home  and  began  improving  the 
place  and  engaged  in  general  farming,  being  very  successful.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Calib  D.  Richards  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and,  politically, 
Mr.  Richards  was  a  Democrat.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children : 
Hugh  G.,  Margaret  J.  and  Edward  H.  are  living;  Sarah  A.  and  Elizabeth 
are  deceased. 

Hugh  G.  Richards  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  farm  and  received 

a  common  school  education.  He  was  married  on  November  23,  1865,  to 

Aclaline  Gilmore,  daughter  of  James  and  Emily  Gilmore.  Her  parents  came 
to  this  county  in  1865  and  engaged  in  farming,  Shortly  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Richards  moved  to  Gentry  county,  where  he  remained  four  years,  then 
returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought  his  father's  farm,  which  had  been 
sold  in  the  meantime.  He  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  farming  and 
stock  raising,  keeping  the  best  grade  of  stock  on  his  place. 

Mr.  Richards  proved  his  patriotism  in  1862  by  enlisting  in  the  Fortieth 
Regiment  Iowa  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  with  a  very  creditable  record 
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until  the  close  of  the  war.  having  enlisted  as  a  private  and  he  was  mustered 
out  as  sergeant-major,  his  promotion  having  been  well  earned.  His  record 
attracted  the  attention  of  higher  officials  and  he  was  appointed  adjutant  by 
E.  M.  Stanton.  Lincoln's  secretary  of  war,  and  he  is  now  remembered  by 
his  government  with  a  pension  of  fifteen  dollars  per  month. 

Mr.  Richards  was  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  very  ably  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  his  township  for  twelve 
years,  also  filling  the  office  of  township  clerk.  On  his  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  acres  he  has  made  many  substantial  improvements  and  has  one 
of  the  choice  farms  of  the  county,  maintaining  it  under  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation. 

Mrs.  Richards  died  on  January  31.  1899,  and  is  buried  at  Guilford. 
Mr.  Richards  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards,  named  as  follows: 
Milton  S.,  born  in  1866;  Edmund  G..  born  in  1868;  Alice  A.  is  the  wife  of 
D.  A.  Bledsoe;  Laura  M.  was  born  in  October,  1871,  and  died  July  8,  1905: 
Emma  E.,  born  in  1875.  died  in  1900;  Nancy  was  born  in  1880,  died  in  1904: 
one  child  died  in  infancy.  The  following  children  were  born  to  Milton  S. 
Richards  and  wife:  Leland  P.,  Roland  E.,  Cleo,  Bernard  N.,  Zora  E.  and 
Ada.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mrs.  Alice  Bledsoe :  Zora 
May,  Hobart.  Hugh  R.,  Truman,  Gladys.  Leslie  and  Harvie. 


SEAMAN  J.  SCHRADER. 

No  farmer  in  Grant  township,  Nodaway  county,  seems  to  understand 
more  thoroughly  the  science  of  modern  agriculture  than  Seaman  J.  Schrader, 
who  was  born  in  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  in  August,  1862.  He  is  the  son  of 
Peter  and  Celestine  (Magett)  Schrader,  the  father  a  native  of  Luxemburg, 
Germany,  born  there  in  1819.  The  mother  was  born  in  France  in  1827  and 
she  died  at  Conception,  on  June  4,  1910,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years. 
Peter  Schrader  came  to  America  in  1857  and  remained  two  years,  during 
which  time  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  earning  money  to  return  to  his  native 
land.  He  came  to  America  a  second  time  and  located  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  on  a  farm  in  Piatt  county,  Illinois.  He  rented  land  for  seven  years, 
then  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  in  1866,  having  made  the  trip  in 
a  covered  wagon,  and  located  on  an  eightv-acre  farm,  northeast  of  Mary- 
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ville.  which  he  bought  from  Benjamin  Torrance.  It  was  unimproved.  He 
purchased  a  log  cabin  of  Edward  Bicket  and  moved  it  on  the  farm.  He  was 
offered  eighty  acres  of  land  by  a  neighbor  for  a  stray  dog  which  followed 
them  here,  but  did  not  take  it.  He  improved  his  place  here  and  remained  on 
it  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  February,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
Idle  farm  was  sold  and  Mrs.  Schrader  lived  in  Maryville  for  a  few  years,  but 
she  subsequently  made  her  home  with  her  daughter  at  Conception.  Her 
three  daughters  are  nuns  at  that  place,  the  oldest  being  known  as  Rev.  John, 
mother  of  the  Benedictine  Convent  of  Perpetual  Adoration  Academy  for 
Girls.  The  second  eldest  is  Sister  Mary  Agatha,  mother  of  the  Industrial 
School  for  Girls,  and  Sister  Mary  Innocence,  of  the  convent. 

Seaman  J.  Schrader,  of  this  review,  received  a  common  school  educa¬ 
tion  and  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  place.  On  October  3,  1895,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Jennie  Shea,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Elizabeth  Shea.  Jeremiah  Shea 
ivas  born  in  1828,  died  September  24,  1894;  his  wife  was  horn  in  1826,  died 
March  5,  1890.  These  parents  Avere  natives  of  Ireland,  horn  in  county  Kerry, 
and  they  emigrated  to  this  country  about  1848,  both  coming  about  the  same 
time.  They  located  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  in  1858  removed  to 
St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  it  Avas  here  in  1861  that  the  parents  of  Mrs 
Schrader  Avere  married.  In  1863  they  went  to  Colorado  in  a  wagon  and  in 
1865  returned  to  St.  Joseph.  In  1867  they  moved  to  Nodaway  county,  and 
located  in  section  5,  Grant  township,  Mr.  Shea  buying  a  farm  here  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  Avas  a  very  successful  farmer.  Both  he  and  his 
Avife  Avere  members  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Conception;  he  Avas  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  three  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schrader  began  their  married  life  on  her  father's  farm, 
of  which  she  heired  a  part  and  they  have  bought  the  other  interests  and 
noAv  OAvn  and  operate  ,  the  entire  place,  having  made  some  substantial  im¬ 
provements  on  the  same,  keeping  the  farm  in  first-class  order,  there  being 
no  better  place  in  the  community.  He  is  a  breeder  of  Polled-Angus  cattle 
and  has  a  very  creditable  dairy  business.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
both  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  at  Conception.  They  are  Avell 
posted  on  the  current  topics  of  the  day,  kind  and  hospitable,  but  plain  and 
unassuming,  not  aspiring  for  social  or  public  honors.  His  neighbors  regard 
his  Avord  as  good  as  a  note. 

Three  children  haAre  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schrader,  named  as 
folloAvs :  Peter  Joseph,  born  December  26,  1896;  Jeremiah,  born  August 
6,  1899,  and  Paul  Eeo,  born  July  16,  1903. 
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WILLIAM  H.  GOFORTH. 

Another  one  of  the  thrifty  and  deserving  agriculturists  of  Grant  town¬ 
ship,  Nodaway  county,  who  hails  from  Andrew  county  and  who  has  greatly 
benefited  himself  by  moving  here,  rather  than  remaining  on  his  native  soil, 
is  William  H.  Goforth,  who  was  born  on  December  15,  1866,  in  Andrew 
county,  Missouri,  the  son  of  John  C.  Goforth,  who  was  born  October  14, 
1839.  The  latter’s  parents  were  William  Goforth,  born  June  9,  1813,  and 
died  May  18,  1871,  and  Sarah  (Rhodes)  Goforth,  born  in  January,  1820, 
and  died  on  October  16,  1889,  both  being  natives  of  Indiana.  They  were 
married  in  1838  and  came  to  Andrew  county,  Missouri,  about  1840,  remov¬ 
ing  in  i860  to  Nodaway  county,  where  they  located  on  an  eighty-acre  farm 
just  south  of  Barnard,  on  which  Mr.  Goforth  owned  and  operated  a  saw¬ 
mill  and  also  ground  corn  for  meal  one  day  out  of  each  week.  He  and  his 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  here. 

John  C.  Goforth  received  a  common  school  education  and  assisted  his 
father  with  his  various  duties  until  he  reached  manhood.  On  March  15, 
1866,  he  married  Mary  Smith.  He  started  out  in  life  after  his  marriage  by 
becoming  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the  saw-mill  business  and  after  the 
elder  Goforth’s  death  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  and  con¬ 
tinued  milling  and  farming.  He  later  sold  out  his  interest  to  his  brother  and 
engaged  in  farming,  and  is  now  located  just  north  of  Barnard  where  he  has 
a  good  farm  and  a  beautiful  home.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children;  those  living  are  James  E.,  Alma  M.,  Eddie  B.,  Maude  M..  Grace 
P.  and  Willnm  H. ;  the  deceased  are  Dora  A.,  Charles  F.  and  John  D. 

William  H.  Goforth,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  received  a 
common  school  education  and  remained  on  the  home  farm  during  his  youth. 
In  July,  1888,  he  married  Mollie  R.  Lucas,  daughter  of  Hugh  and  Lacretie 
Lucas,  of  Nodaway  county,  and  they  soon  afterwards  began  their  married 
life  on  a  rented  farm,  north  of  Barnard,  and  two  years  later  bought  eighty 
acres  in  section  7,  in  Grant  township,  paying  eight  hundred  dollars  for  the 
same,  going  in  debt  five  hundred  dollars,  which  has  been  paid  and  other  land 
purchased,  until  now  he  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  has  remodeled  his 
home  and  built  three  substantial  barns  on  the  land  and  he  is  planning  the 
erection  of  a  modern  house  during  the  coming  year  (1910).  He  keeps  his 
farm  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation  and  well  stocked  with  the  best  grades  of 
livestock,  being  amply  rewarded  for  his  attention  to  both.  He  is  a  good 
manager  and  makes  few  mistakes,  turning  nearly  everything  to  money  that 
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he  directs  his  attention  to.  He  has  a  fine  orchard,  set  with  a  good  variety 
of  fruit-bearing  trees,  which  are  now  fully  matured;  in  fact,  everything  about 
his  place  indicates  that  a  gentleman  of  energy  and  good  taste  has  its  manage¬ 
ment  in  hand. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goforth  are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  and  polit¬ 
ically,  he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  no  aspirations  for  office.  He  and  his  wife 
are  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  living  but  Chester  and  Homer.  The 
living  are  named  as  follows:  Emmet,  born  March  4,  1890;  Ethel,  born 
March  23,  1893;  Hugh,  born  February  26,  1895;  Robert  D.,  born  October 
18,  1897;  Dale,  born  February  17,  1900;  Donald,  born  August  18,  1902; 
Hazel,  born  August  19,  1904;  Florence,  born  August  27,  1908. 


WILLIAM  B.  TORRANCE. 

The  record  of  the  Torrance  family  goes  back  to  the  colonial  days  and 
has  been  represented  in  the  United  States  for  upwards  of  two  centuries, 
being  of  Scotch-Irish  origin.  About  1770  four  brothers  came  over  from 
Scotland,  and  in  time  one  settled  in  New  York,  one  in  Canada,  one  in  Ohio 
and  one  in  Illinois.  They  were  truly  pioneers  and  braved  all  dangers.  The 
paternal  great-grandparents,  Stiles  and  Matilda  (Hibbard)  Torrance,  mar¬ 
ried  in  Middleburg,  Vermont,  in  1800  and  became  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  Robert,  Lucy,  Stiles,  Loyal,  Matilda,  Hosea,  Jared  and  Cyrenius. 
Grandfather  Loyal  B.  Torrance  was  born  in  New  York,  February  24,  1810. 
His  wife,  Saphrona  (Perry)  Torrance,  was  born  in  New  York,  July  30, 
1 8 1 1 ,  and  was  a  relative  of  the  noted  Colonel  Perry.  She  and  Mr.  Torrance 
were  married  April  21,  1827,  and  the  following  ten  children  were  born  to 
them:  Benjamin  F.,  born  February  5,  1828,  died  in  December,  1882;  Mrs. 
Sophia  M.  Scott,  born  February  6,  1830,  is  deceased;  Shubael  H.,  born 
March  4.  1832,  is  deceased;  Hosea  B.,  born  February  12,  1834.  died  in  July, 
1908;  Thomas  P.,  born  November  21,  1836,  died  February  22,  1910;  Eliza 
A.,  born  June  24.  1839.  died  September  2,  1845:  Stiles  Ajax,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  29,  184T  :  Henry  E.,  born  February  8,  1844,  is  living;  Otto  Milford,  born 
April  14,  1847:  Harriet  Ellen,  born  August  13,  1848,  married  first  a  Mr. 
Wheeler,  then  a  Mr.  Nevins,  and  she  is  still  living. 

Grandfather  Loyal  B.  Torrance  and  family  came  from  New  York  to 
Missouri  in  1838.  and  settled  on  land  where  St.  Joseph  now  stands,  and  Mr. 
Torrance  also  lived  at  Amazonia,  Fillmore,  Graham  and  Maryville,  coming 
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to  the  last  named  place  about  1849  or  ^50,  and  he  died  in  Maryville  on 
January  19.  1853,  ar*d  *s  buried  here.  His  wife  also  died  here  on  March 
14.  1856,  and  was  buried  beside  him.  He  was  a  physician  and  farmer. 

Their  son,  Thomas  P.,  was  the  father  of  William  B.  Torrance,  of  this 
review.  He  was  one  of  the  famous  band  of  “forty-niners."  having  made  the 
hazardous  overland  trip  to  the  gold  fields  of  California  about  the  year  1849, 
returning  b\  way  of  the  isthmus  of  Panama  by  ship  to  New  York,  thence  by 
rail  to  Maryville.  He  enlisted  in  a  company  of  Home  Guards  during  the 
Civil  war,  being  in  the  state  militia.  He  married  Salena  Miriam  Swinford. 
June  10,  1868,  and  they  began  their  married  life  in  Maryville.  Seven  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  them,  named  as  follows:  Alfretta,  born  March  2,  1869, 
died  March  12,  1869;  Norman  A.,  born  October  17,  1870,  died  January  22, 
1871  ;  William  B.,  of  this  review;  Thomas  Albert,  born  September  18,  1875, 
is  living;  Sophrona  V.,  born  February  3,  1877,  died  May  21.  1889;  Fannie 
F.,  August  4,  1880,  is  living;  Mary  E.,  born  April  11,  1882,  died  July  n. 
1882.  The  mother  of  these  children  passed  to  her  reward  on  June  28,  1882. 
The  date  of  the  father's  birth  and  death  is  given  in  the  first  paragraph  of 
this  sketch.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
for  forty  years.  He  returned  to  California  in  1885  and  lived  there  seven 
years.  During  the  winters  of  three  years  he  made  his  home  with  his  son, 
William  B.,  of  this  review.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  traits  of  character, 
honest,  industrious  and  made  friends  readily.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade. 
His  wife’s  parents,  William  and  Rebecca  Swinford,  were  early  settlers  here 
where  they  entered  land,  and  had  ten  children.  William  B.  Torrance,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Nodaway  county,  Missouri, 
July  29,  1873,  and  after  his  mother’s  death  he  made  his  home  with  an  uncle, 
William  S.  Swinford,  and  received  a  common  school  education.  He  taught 
school  for  one  year,  but  did  not  continue  that  profession.  On  October  27, 
1897,  he  married  Mi  ram  Knudson,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Marie  Knud- 
son.  of  this  county,  natives  of  Denmark,  from  which  country  they  came  to 
America  in  1879. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Torrance  began  their  married  life  on  the  farm  of  his 
wife’s  parents,  which  she  heired.  He  also  has  a  farm  adjoining,  making 
them  a  very  valuable  place  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of  fertile 
land,  well  improved  and  on  which  stands  a  neat  home  and  good  outbuildings. 
Here  is  to  be  found  some  good  stock  of  various  kinds. 

Mr.  Torrance  takes  an  interest  in  county  affairs  and  he  was  assessor  of 
Grant  township  for  two  years.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Latter- 
Dav  Saints  church  at  Guilford:  they  are  devoted  to  their  church  and  liberal 
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supporters  of  the  same  and  popular  in  the  congregation  and  among  their 
neighbors.  Mr.  Torrance  is  a  Democrat  and  an  active  politician,  lending  his 
aid  in  all  matters  of  public  improvements  and  keeping  abreast  of  the  times 
in  every  respect. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Torrance,  named  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Salina,  born  March  20.  1899;  Annie,  born  March  19,  1901;  Mamie, 
born  January  11,  1904;  Leola,  born  May  15,  1907. 


DANIEL  SKIDMORE. 

One  of  the  progressive  young  native  sons  of  Nodaway  county  is  Daniel 
Skidmore,  who  was  born  here  on  February  18,  1871,  the  son  of  Joseph 
Skidmore,  who  came  from  Kentucky  in  i860  with  his  father,  Daniel  Skid¬ 
more.  Sr.,  and  family.  Daniel  Skidmore  was  twice  married,  first  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  where  his  wife  died.  He  and  his  second  wife  came  to  Washington 
township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  bought  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
and  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that  community,  being  very  successful 
as  a  farmer.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Three  children  were  born  to  him  by  his  first  wife:  Sarah  (now 
Mrs.  Floyd),  Katherine  (now  Mrs.  Walls)  and  Joseph  Skidmore.  One 
son,  Hugh,  was  born  of  the  second  union;  he  owns  and  lives  on  a  portion  of 
the  home  place.  Daniel  Skidmore,  Sr.,  died,  and  his  wife  resides  in  Guilford. 

Joseph  Skidmore  spent  his  youth  on  the  farm  and  received  a  common 
school  education.  He  was  married  in  1865  to  Mary  A.  Thompson,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Letitia  Thompson,  of  Nodaway  county,  and  they  began  their 
married  life  on  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  in  Washington  township,  near 
Guilford,  where  they  now  live.  The  father  is  an  excellent  business  man  and 
is  exceptionally  well  posted  on  current  topics;  he  has  been  very  successful  as 
a  farmer,  and  has  taken  more  or  less  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  county. 
For  two  years,  1879  and  1880,  he  was  tax  collector  of  the  county.  Since  com¬ 
ing  here  he  has  accumulated  considerable  property.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  state  militia.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living,  William  D.  and  Ora  E.  being- 
deceased.  Those  living  are  Charles  D.,  Daniel,  John,  Lawrence,  fames.  Flor¬ 
ence  M.,  Joseph  L.,  Grover  C.  and  Jacob  E. 
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Daniel  Skidmore  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  common  school  education.  He  was  married  March  7,  1894,  to 
Letitia  Pettigrew,  daughter  of  Charles  P.  and  Margaret  (Jenkison)  Petti¬ 
grew,  of  Nodaway  county.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  they 
came  to  this  country  about  1865.  The  mother  and  ten  children  are  living. 
Her  father  volunteered  his  services  in  the  Civil  war. 

Daniel  Skidmore,  of  this  review,  began  his  married  life  on  his  father's 
farm,  near  Guilford,  and  after  five  years  of  work  there,  he  moved  to  a  farm 
belonging  to  his  father  in  Grant  township  and  later  purchased  this  place 
of  his  father.  It  consists  of  two  hundred  acres,  lying  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Guilford.  It  is  second  bottom  land  and  gently  rolling  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county,  the  land  being  in  an  excellent  state 
of  cultivation  and  fine  crops  are  his  reward.  Mr.  Skidmore  has  devoted  spe¬ 
cial  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  hogs.  He  has  ten  acres  planted 
in  apple  trees,  all  now  bearing,  and  is  now  receiving  a  handsome  income 
from  the  same. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skidmore  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  polit¬ 
ically  Mr.  Skidmore  is  a  Democrat.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  them  : 
Daniel  E.,  born  August  25,  1895;  Joseph  C.,  born  December  13,  1899.  and 
Velma,  born  January  11,  1905. 


JAMES  R.  SMITH. 

There  seems  to  have  long  been  an  attraction  in  Nodaway  county.  Mis¬ 
souri,  for  the  people  of  Knox  county,  Illinois,  for  we  find  that  they  have 
been  coming  here  for  many  decades — since  the  pioneer  days,  in  fact — and 
their  substantial,  happy  homes  are  dotted  all  over  the  prairies  of  this  locality. 
Not  many  of  them  ever  returned  to  their  native  county,  finding  here  ample 
opportunities  for  the  willing  worker  and  every  condition  favorable  to  suc¬ 
cess  and  contentment. 

Of  this  large  number,  James  R.  Smith,  of  Grant  township,  should  be 
included,  for,  on  July  4,  1856,  he  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  and  he 
is  the  son  of  John  B.  and  Mary  F.  (Fisher)  Smith.  His  father  was  born 
in  1825  in  the  state  of  New  York  and,  now  advanced  in  age,  is  living  with 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Winger,  in  this  county,  being  eighty-five  years  old.  His 
wife  was  born  in  1836  in  Illinois,  in  which  state  they  were  married  and  from 
whence  they  came  to  Missouri  in  1870,  locating  in  Nodawav  county.  After 
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a  few  years'  residence  here  they  moved  to  Atchison  county,  just  over  the  line, 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  which  they  made  their  home  for 
twenty-five  years.  Selling  out,  they  returned  to  Nodaway  county  and  bought 
a  farm  near  Skidmore;  here  Mrs.  Smith  died  in  1898  and  was  buried  at  Bun- 
Oak  Grove  in  this  vicinity.  Then  Mr.  Smith  moved  into  Skidmore.  He  was 
a  carpenter  and  joiner  by  trade  and  followed  this  line  of  work  most  of  his 
active  life.  Politically,  he  always  supported  the  Republican  ticket.  He  mar¬ 
ried  a  second  time. 

John  B.  Smith  and  his  first  wife  became  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Theodore,  John  and  Aaron.  The  following  ten  children  were  born  of  the 
second  union:  James  R.,  Ella,  Lillie,  Emma,  William,  Joseph,  George, 
Lydia,  Woodford  and  Elizabeth.  The  last  six  named  are  deceased. 

James  R.  Smith,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  remained  under 
the  parental  rooftree  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  receiving  a 
common  school  education.  On  September  21,  1879,  he  was  married  to  Martha 
White,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  White,  who  came  to  this  county  in 
1875.  He  was  a  farmer  and  his  family  consisted  of  seven  children. 

Mr.  Smith  began  his  married  life  on  his  father's  farm  and  after  a  few 
years  bought  land  near  Skidmore,  and  after  residing  there  eight  years  sold 
out  and  bought  other  land  in  the  county — one  hundred  and  twenty  acres — 
which  he  soon  disposed  of  and  bought  a  half  section  in  Texas,  which  he  still 
owns  and  which  has  increased  in  value  since  he  purchased  it,  promising  to  be 
a  good  investment.  For  the  past  seven  years  he  has  leased  land  and  he  now 
operates  a  fine  farm  consisting  of  four  hundred  acres,  adjoining  Barnard  on 
the  north,  this  being  the  estate  of  the  late  Albert  P.  Morehouse,  who  was  one 
of  the  past  governors  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Smith  is  known  to  be  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  farmers  of  this  township,  being  practical  in  both  farming 
and  stock  raising.  He  has  one  of  the  best  constructed  silos  to  be  found,  and 
he  runs  quite  an  extensive  dairy  business  in  connection  with  his  general 
farming  operations.  He  uses  a  modern  separator  and  ships  his  cream  to  St. 
Joseph,  where  he  finds  a  ready  market  for  it. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at 
Barnard,  and  Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  and  both  are  members  of  the  Rebekahs.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 
They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children,  which  he  styles  a  Roosevelt  family; 
their  names  are:  Elmer  F..  born  August  2,  1880,  married  Annie  Curnutt ; 
Celia  E.,  born  December  19.  1881,  married  Herman  Logan  and  they  have 
two  children.  Ellen  E.  and  Thelma  F. ;  Edgar  M..  who  was  born  January 
19.  1884.  married  Margaret  Perkins  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
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Florine  E. ;  Elsworth  was  born  July  9,  1886;  Clarence  D.  was  born  April  12, 
1888;  May  E.  was  born  April  11,  1890;  Ruth  E.  was  born  January  13,  1892; 
Guyles  I),  was  born  August  23,  1894;  Esther  E.  was  born  August  13,  1897; 
Avon  J.  was  born  March  19,  1900. 


BENJAMIN  F.  MOLER. 

The  varied  and  interesting  career  of  Benjamin  F.  Moler,  one  of  Wash¬ 
ington  township’s  successful  and  highly  honored  farmers,  shows  that  a  great 
deal  of  good  can  be  accomplished  as  we  go  through  life  in  its  humbler  walks 
if  only  we  have  the  inclination  to  do  so  and  will  put  forth  a  little  effort.  As 
a  result  of  a  life  of  well  directed  energy  and  right  living,  Mr.  Moler  has  hosts 
of  warm  friends  wherever  he  is  known.  His  birth  occurred  on  May  13, 
1841.  in  Tippecanoe  county,  Indiana,  and  he  is  the  son  of  William  M.  and 
Clara  A.  (Stingley)  Moler.  natives  of  Ohio,  where  they  grew  to  maturity 
and  were  married.  They  came  to  Indiana  and  located  in  Tippecanoe  county, 
and  there  purchased  a  farm.  Selling  this,  they  moved  to  Clinton  county, 
Missouri,  in  the  fall  of  1849.  Soon  afterwards  they  came  to  Nodaway 
county,  and  purchased  two  hundred  acres  in  section  27.  south  of  old  Guilford. 
Mr.  Moler  died  here  in  1853.  having  lived  but  a  short  time  in  his  new  home, 
and  he  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Groves.  He  was  a  good  and  useful  man. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  M.  Moler.  named  as 
follows:  Cevilla  is  the  wife  of  Solomon  Hawk;  Anna  A.  is  the  wife  of 
Peter  M.  Wood  ; -Christena  is  the  wife  of  William  Griffeth ;  Mary  A.  is  the 
wife  of  R.  K.  Paul:  Stingley  L.,  Morris  A.;  Effie  M.  is  the  wife  of  James 
Reese;  Rachael  is  the  widow  of  B.  F.  Thompson:  Ann  Amanda  and  Benjamin 
F.  They  are  all  living  except  Ann  Amanda. 

Benjamin  F.  Moler.  of  this  review,  was  eleven  years  old  when  his  father 
died,  consequently  the  responsibilities  of  looking  after  the  affairs  about  the 
home  devolved  on  him  at  a  tender  age,  but  he  assisted  his  mother  on  the 
farm  as  best  he  could.  While  carrying  on  the  farm  work  he  found  time  to 
receive  a  good  common  school  education.  When  twenty  years  old  he  proved 
his  patriotism  by  enlisting  for  service  in  the  Civil  war  in  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  saw  some  active  service,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Lexington,  Missouri,  by  the  Confederate  General  Price. 
After  being  paroled,  he  was  returned  home  and  joined  the  state  troops.  On 
November  22,  1863,  while  a  soldier,  he  married  Elizabeth  Paul,  the  (laugh- 
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ter  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  Paul,  of  this  county,  and  they  began  their  mar¬ 
ried  life  in  Kansas,  where  they  entered  land.  After  remaining  there  a  few 
years,  they  returned  to  Missouri  and  located  on  land,  now  a  part  of  his  pres¬ 
ent  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Having  lived  there  many  years 
and  worked  hard,  he  now  has  a  well  improved  place  and  has  built  a  good 
residence  and  made  many  other  substantial  changes.  He  has  a  model  poultry 
house  and  yards  and  some  fine  chickens  are  to  be  found  here  at  all  times.  He 
has  a  field  of  alfalfa  with  which  he  is  experimenting,  and  he  harvested  three 
crops  from  it  in  1909  and  is  well  pleased  with  his  success  in  this  direction. 
He  does  everything  well  that  he  undertakes  and  is  seldom  disappointed  in 
results.  He  is  one  of  the  very  few  old  settlers  now  living  in  the  township  and 
he  has  lived  within  a  radius  of  four  miles  during  the  past  sixty  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  noted  great  improvements  and  changes  of  every  kind. 
There  were  no  tame  grasses  when  he  came  here,  and  there  were  plenty  of  deer 
and  wild  turkey,  and  many  Indians  roamed  over  the  prairies,  passing  through 
the  county  almost  continuously.  Mr.  Moler  is  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Lodge  No.  219,  at  Guilford. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moler:  Emma  Belle  is  the 
wife  of  John  Olson  and  they  have  two  children,  Stella  May  and  Emma  E. ; 
Charles  B.  Moler  was  born  August  11,  1873,  and  died  October  25,  1896. 

The  subject’s  grandfather  Stingley  was  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war.  The  subject  has  lived  here  long  enough  to  see  land  advance  in  value 
from  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  to  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  per  acre. 


SAMUEL  M.  DEVAULT. 

One  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Lincoln  township,  Nodaway  county, 
is  Samuel  M.  Devault,  for  his  life  has  been  one  of  hard  work  which  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  development  of  a  good  farm,  which  he  owns  and  which  yields 
him  a  comfortable  living.  He  is  a  native  of  this  township,  having  been  born 
here  December  17,  1869,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Rutledge) 
Devault,  the  former  a  native  of  Tennessee,  born  September  13,  1831,  and  the 
latter  born  in  1842  in  Greene  county,  Indiana.  They  came  to  Monroe  county, 
Missouri,  in  1852  and  to  Nodaway  county  in  1854.  He  rented  land  for  two 
years  in  the  former,  and  he  first  bought  one  hundred  acres  in  Nodaway,  later 
traded  for  eighty  acres  in  Iowa,  and  in  1864  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  school  land.  He  owns  property  in  Elmo,  and  has  been  very  success- 
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ful  in  a  business  way  since  coming  here,  and  he  is  now  living  retired  with  his 
son.  He  was  a  member  of  the  state  militia  during  the  great  civil  strife. 
Politically  he  was  a  Democrat  and  after  the  war  was  a  Republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  South.  His  first 
wife  was  Mary  Wells,  by  which  union  six  children  were  born,  of  whom  two 
are  living,  Ellen  and  Carnelia  F.,  both  of  Iowa.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah 
Guthrie,  who  bore  him  one  child,  which  died  in  infancy.  He  married  his 
present  wife  in  1864  and  eight  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,,  namely: 
Twins,  who  died  in  infancy;  Emma;  Samuel  M. ;  David  is  deceased;  Herman 
C..  Claud  W.  and  Bertie,  the  last  named  now  deceased.  Isaac  Devault  is  a 
man  whom  everybody  admires  and  respects  for  his  exemplary  and  industrious 
life. 

Samuel  M.  Devault  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  neighborhood.  He  has  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  since 
boyhood  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  well  improved  and  neatly  kept  place  of 
one  hundred  and  six  acres,  on  which  he  raises  a  diversity  of  farm  products; 
he  also  grows  live  stock.  He  has  a  comfortable  home  and  is  very  pleasantly 
situated  in  every  respect. 

Politically  Mr.  Devault  is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  belongs  to  Canada  Lodge,  No.  329,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Elmo,  this  township,  and  he  takes  more  than  a  passing  interest 
in  the  same. 


CHARLES  A.  BARMAN. 

The  climate,  soil  and  general  conditions  in  northwestern  Missouri  are 
well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  One  of 
the  men  who  has  shown  by  his  success  that  he  is  a  master  of  the  art  of  farming 
is  Charles  A.  Barman,  who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  farm  in  Polk  township 
and  whose  thrift,  industry  and  good  management  has  resulted  in  a  gratifying 
measure  of  prosperity  and  gained  for  him  the  admiration  and  respect  of  his 
fellow  men. 

Mr.  Barman  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  on  the  16th  day  of  October, 
1864,  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and  Josephine  (Gerthizin)  Barman.  George 
Barman  was  born  in  Germany  and  in  1819,  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  his  subsequent  life  being  spent  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 
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and  Cincinnati  and  Chillicothe,  Ohio.  One  son,  Frank,  lias  been  a  resident 
of  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  for  about  thirty-five  years. 

Charles  A.  Barman  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  secured  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city.  In  March,  1889,  he  came  to 
Nodaway  county,  residing  for  a  year  in  Maryville,  during  which  time  he  in¬ 
vestigated  the  county  with  a  view  of  locating  permanently.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  four  hundred  acres,  comprising  his  present  farm,  for  which  he  paid 
thirty-five  dollars  an  acre.  It  was  formerly  known  as  the  Goforth  farm  and 
is  eligibly  situated  on  the  One  Hundred  and  Two  river,  six  and  three-quarter 
miles  southeast  of  the  court  house.  He  has  since  added  to  this  tract  until  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres,  all  but  one  hundred  and 
twenty  of  which  lie  together.  Most  of  this  was  purchased  at  fifty  dollars  an 
acre,  though  some  of  it  cost  as  much  as  seventy-five  dollars  per  acre,  none  of 
the  land  being  now  worth  a  cent  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  Mr. 
Barman  has  made  a  great  deal  of  improvement  on  the  property,  including  the 
laying  of  at  least  a  car  load  of  drain  tile.  In  1905  he  erected  a  splendid  two- 
storv  and  basement,  nine-room  house,  which  is  heated  with  furnace  and  is 
otherwise  modern  in  its  appointments,  including  water  service  where  needed 
throughout  the  house.  Mr.  Barman  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this 
section  of  the  country,  but  gives  special  attention  to  the  feeding  of  stock,  in 
which  line  he  has  met  with  splendid  success,  shipping  several  cars  of  cattle  to 
the  markets  annually.  Eminently  practical  and  methodical  in  his  operations, 
Mr.  Barman  maintains  a  personal  supervision  over  every  detail  of  the  farm 
work  and  because  of  his  up-to-date  ideas  and  executive  ability  he  has  been 
enabled  to  realize  a  gratifying  measure  of  success  in  his  operations,  being  now 
numbered  among  the  leading  farmers  of  his  section  of  the  county.  His  land 
is  largely  river  bottom  land,  recognized  as  the  best  for  general  purposes  in 
Nodaway  county,  and  constitutes  a  valuable  estate. 

On  January  22,  T896,  Mr.  Barman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Catherine 
Parle,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (White)  Parle.  These  parents  are 
both  natives  of  Ireland,  having  come  to  Nodaway  county  about  thirty  years 
ago.  locating  on  the  old  Aery  farm,  in  Green  township,  where  their  deaths  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  respective  ages  of  sixty-five  and  seventy  years.  Besides  Mrs. 
Barman,  they  had  a  son,  Thomas  Parle,  who  now  resides  in  Maryville,  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barman  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Paul,  George 
and  Charles  A. 

The  family  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  are  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr.  Barman  is  public  spirited 
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in  his  attitude  toward  all  movements  which  promise  to  be  of  benefit  to  the 
community,  and  because  of  his  industry,  business  ability  and  upright  life  he 
enjoys  an  enviable  reputation  in  his  locality. 


SIMON  P.  STAR. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  history  is  herewith  outlined,  the  late  Simon  P. 
Star,  who  is  now  numbered  with  “those  that  sleep,’’  lived  to  a  good  purpose 
and  achieved  the  degree  of  success  that  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  average  indi¬ 
vidual.  By  a  straightforward  and  commendable  course  he  made  his  way  to 
a  respectable  position  in  the  agricultural  world,  winning  the  hearty  admiration 
of  the  people  of  his  county  and  earning  a  reputation  as  an  enterprising,  re¬ 
liable  man  of  affairs,  which  his  neighbors  and  many  friends  were  not  slow 
to  recognize  and  appreciate. 

Mr.  Star  was  born  in  Copley,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  in  1844  and  there  he 
was  reared  and  educated  in  the  common  schools,  remaining  in  his  native  com¬ 
munity  until  he  came  to  Knox  county,  Illinois.  There  he  lived  for  several 
years  and  then  came  to  Clinton  county,  Missouri,  where  he  purchased  a  farm, 
which  he  worked  until  1880.  Selling  out  in  that  county,  he  came  to  Nodaway 
county  and  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Polk  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  became  very  comfortably  established,  developing  a  good  farm 
and  lived  thereon  until  his  death,  on  May  26,  1896. 

Mr.  Star  was  married  in  Cameron,  Missouri,  on  December  17,  1873,  to 
Maggie  E.  Null,  who  was  born  in  West  Charleston,  Miami  county,  Ohio, 
February  11,  1854.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sybil  (Alapps)  Null,  a 
highly  respected  family.  They  came  from  Ohio  to  Indiana  and  thence  to 
Missouri  and  died  in  Ray  county.  They  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children.  Airs.  Star  being  the  seventh  in  order  of 
birth.  She  accompanied  her  parents  on  their  several  moves  from  state  to  state 
and  she  acquired  a  fairly  good  education. 

Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Star,  the  oldest  dying  in  in¬ 
fancy;  the  other  three  were  named  Orcutt  J.,  George  N.  and  Lillian  M.  The 
latter  is  a  graduate  of  the  Alaryville  high  school  and  normal  and  is  highly 
educated.  She  is  one  of  Grundy  county’s  successful  teachers.  She  and  her 
mother  are  members  of  the  Christian  church. 

Mrs.  Star  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  well  improved  land,  which  has 
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been  carefully  managed  and  which  yields  a  very  comfortable  income  from 
year  to  year.  Mr.  Star  spared  no  pains  in  making  a  pleasant  home  for  his 
family.  His  reputation  was  that  of  an  earnest,  honest,  hard-working  citizen. 


JOEL  P.  STRAWN. 

Perhaps  no  resident  of  Nodaway  county  during  a  past  generation  en¬ 
joyed  a  wider  friendship  or  was  held  in  higher  esteem  than  the  late  Joel  P. 
Strawn,  who  has  been  called  to  his  reward  in  another  sphere,  a  man  who 
was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him  because  of  his  upright  character,  his  large 
heartedness,  his  kindness,  generosity  and  industry.  He  was  not  only  thrifty, 
but  he  was  able  to  do  the  communities  where  he  lived  much  good  by  giving 
of  his  time  to  their  advancement.  Starting,  as  he  did,  with  practically  nothing, 
and  having  never  received  aid  from  any  one,  the  liberal  competence  he  laid 
by  showed  that  he  was  a  man  of  unusual  business  ability,  and  he  also  exercised 
rare  soundness  of  judgment  throughout  his  career,  so  that  in  the  golden 
evening  of  his  life  this  eminently  worthy  and  honorable  citizen  spent  his  clos¬ 
ing  days  in  comfort  and  peace  as  a  result  of  the  industry  and  thrift  of  his 
earlier  years. 

Mr.  Strawn,  who  was  formerly  a  resident  of  Lincoln  township.  Mor¬ 
row  county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  March  17.  1818,  and  after 
a  singularly  useful  and  active  career,  passed  serenely  to  his  rest  on  Lebruarv 
25,  t895.  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-six  years,  eleven  months  and  nine 
days.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Perry  county,  was  reared  on  its  paternal 
homestead  and  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  about  the  farm  as  soon  as 
he  w7as  old  enough,  attending  the  common  schools  in  his  neighborhood  in 
the  meantime  during  the  winter  months.  He  moved  with  his  family  to 
Morrow  county,  Ohio,  in  1848.  On  November  29.  1880,  he  married  Sarah 
Hartsel,  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  coming  to 
Missouri  in  1890,  his  wife  dying  in  Morrow  county  on  June  10,  1890.  Mr. 
Strawn  returned  to  Ohio  in  1891.  coming  back  to  Missouri  the  next  year, 
having  met  while  here  on  a  visit  Priscilla  Morehouse,  daughter  of  William 
and  Betsy  (Aldrich)  Morehouse,  and  on  June  5,  1893,  they  were  married. 
She  was  born  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  on  June  2,  1841  ;  her  father  was 
born  in  New  Jersey.  September  20.  1806,  and  her  mother  was  born  on 
April  27.  1809.  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Strawn  was  the  sixth  child 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  five  girls  and  three  boys.  William  Morehouse 
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was  reared  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  while  Betsy  Aldrich  grew  to  maturity 
in  Delaware  county,  that  state,  and  they  were  married  in  Morrow  county 
and  came  with  their  family  to  Missouri  in  1858,  settling  in  Hopkins  township, 
Nodaway  county,  five  miles  southwest  of  the  town  of  Hopkins.  Mr.  More¬ 
house  was  an  excellent  manager  and  a  hard  worker  and  he  became  a  very 
extensive  land  owner,  distributing  his  land  among  his  children  toward  the 
close  of  his  long  and  useful  life.  He  was  a  man  whom  everybody  admired 
and  respected.  Mrs.  Strawn  has  one  brother,  Smith  A.  Morehouse,  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  South  Dakota;  two  sisters  are  also  living,  all  the  rest  being  deceased; 
the  sisters  are  Susan  Goodin,  widow  of  John  P.  Goodin,  of  Nodaway  county,, 
and  Caroline  Riley,  wife  of  Luther  Riley,  also  living  in  Nodaway  county. 
The  death  of  William  Morehouse  occurred  on  May  2,  1886,  and  that  of  his 
wife  on  March  4,  1881,  and  they  are  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just  in  More¬ 
house  cemetery  in  Hopkins  township,  which  burying  ground  was  named  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Morehouse. 

After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Strawn  to  Priscilla  Morehouse,  they  went  to 
live  on  the  latter's  farm  in  Hopkins  township  and  there  they  made  their  home 
until  Mr.  Strawn’s  death.  He  was  very  successful  as  an  agriculturist,  being 
a  man  who  observed  the  trend  of  events  very  accurately  and  took  a  delight  in 
keeping  his  place  well  improved.  He  was  a  prominent  Baptist,  having  been 
converted  when  young.  He  brought  his  church  letter  with  him  from  Ohio 
and  united  with  the  Orrsburg  congregation  and  lived  according  to  the  tenets 
of  the  church  all  through  life.  While  living  in  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  he 
belonged  to  the  Ebenezer  church,  which  he  faithfully  served  as  clerk  until 
it  divided  on  a  point  of  doctrine,  when  he  and  his  first  wife  united  with  the 
Mt.  Pisgah  congregation.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  great  friend 
to  all  educational  movements. 

By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Strawn  was  the  father  of  ten  children,  all  deceased 
but  two,  namely:  Mrs.  Martha  T.  Morehouse,  of  Nodaway  county,  her  hus¬ 
band  being  a  distant  relative  of  Mrs.  Joel  P.  Strawn  ;  the  other  living  child 
is  Mrs.  Cynthia  Morehouse,  living  in  Marengo,  Ohio,  also  a  distant  relative 
of  Mrs.  Strawn. 

Mr.  Strawn  was  a  fine  type  of  Christian  gentleman,  scrupulously  honest, 
honorable  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  genial  and  indulgent  to  his 
family.  He  was  well  liked  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  he  is  well  remembered 
in  this  locality,  many  of  the  older  residents  expressing  their  desire  to  see  him 
properly  represented  in  this  history  where  he  evidently  deserves  a  conspicuous 
place  owing  to  his  prominence  in  the  county  and  his  clean  record  as  a  man 
and  citizen. 
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“Aunt  Priscilla”  Strawn,  as  she  is  familiarly  known  to  a  wide  circle  of 
admiring  friends  in  Nodaway  county,  is  well  known  here,  especially  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county — better  known,  perhaps,  than  any  other  woman 
in  the  county — and  being  a  kind,  generous,  jovial  and  hospitable  woman,  she 
is  liked  by  every  man,  woman  and  child  and  is  welcomed  in  every  home  in 
Hopkins  township,  where  she  visits  from  place  to  place  just  as  though  she 
owned  them  all,  and  she  is  just  as  welcome  as  if  she  really  did,  for  everybody 
delights  in  doing  her  honor  and  in  administering  to  her.  She  inherited  a 
very  valuable  property  from  her  father,  which  she  has  carefully  kept,  and 
which  has  improved  greatly  in  value. 


GUSTAVUS  DE  LANA. 

Gustavus  De  Lana  was  born  in  Findlay,  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  Septem¬ 
ber  5,  1841.  He  is  the  son  of  Mark  and  Sallie  Ann  (Williamson)  De  Lana. 
Mark  De  Lana,  whose  father  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a  pioneer  Meth¬ 
odist  preacher  of  northwestern  Ohio  in  the  thirties;  on  account  of  failing 
health  he  located  at  Findlay,  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in 
general  merchandising.  There,  on  December  5,  1839,  he  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  to  Sallie  Ann  Williamson,  who  died  December  11,  1845.  To  this  union 
were  born  two  children,  a  son,  Gustavus  De  Lana,  and  a  daughter,  Mary 
Hannah  De  Lana,  both  of  whom  are  still  living.  On  January  5,  1847,  Mark 
De  Lana  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Ellen  Watson  Chamberlin,  the  widow  of 
Norman  Chamberlin,  who,  while  herself  childless,  lived  to  be  called  “Mother” 
by  three  families  of  children. 

Mark  De  Lana  died  November  14,  1849,  leaving  his  children  to  the  care 
of  their  step-mother,  who  in  this  case  was  a  true  mother  to  the  orphan  children. 

Under  the  care  of  his  step-mother,  Gustavus  De  Lana  grew  to  young 
manhood.  His  time  was  occupied  in  working  on  the  farm,  going  to  school 
and  clerking  in  a  store.  So  well  did  he  devote  his  time  while  in  school  that 
in  his  sixteenth  year  he  taught  his  first  school,  in  the  proverbial  “log  school 
house.”  at  fifty  cents  a  day,  following  the  then  custom  and  “boarding  around 
among  the  scholars.”  After  this  he  put  in  about  a  year  at  farm  work,  and  then 
went  to  Logan  county,  Illinois,  in  February,  1859.  Here,  near  Mt.  Pulaski,  he 
worked  on  a  farm  and  taught  school  for  about  eighteen  months.  While 
living  here  he  first  saw  and  heard  Abraham  Lincoln,  both  in  court  and  on  the 
rostrum.  From  Logan  county  he  went  to  De  Soto,  Jackson  county,  Illinois, 
where,  with  his  step-brother,  John  B.  Chamberlin,  he  engaged  in  the  drug 
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business.  Later  they  established  another  store  at  Cobden.  Union  county, 
Illinois,  having  a  postoffice  in  each  of  their  stores. 

In  response  to  Mr.  Lincoln’s  call  for  one  hundred-day  men  in  1864,  Mr. 
De  Lana  volunteered  and  was  assigned  to  Company  D.  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-sixth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  in  Missouri  and 
Kentucky  until  discharged  November  22,  1864,  when  he  returned  to  De  Soto 
to  resume  his  position  in  the  store  that  he  left  six  months  before.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  22,  1864,  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  De  Soto.  May  7,  1866,  in  his 
twenty-fourth  year,  he  was  married  to  Nancy  Dukes,  third  daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Mary  Blue  Dukes.  Richard  Dukes,  a  native  of  Virginia,  with  his  five 
brothers  came  to  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  in  1828,  then  an  almost  unbroken 
wilderness,  they  being  among  the  largest  land  owners,  farmers  and  feeders  in 
that  county. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  De  Lana  bought  land  in  Franklin  county.  Mis¬ 
souri,  fifty-two  miles  west  of  St.  Louis,  and  here  he  and  his  wife  began  their 
married  life  in  a  log  house.  After  two  years  they  returned  to  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  where  for  four  years  they  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising, 
mostly  cattle  and  sheep.  At  the  end  of  the  ‘‘four  years,”  the  “lure  of  the 
West”  took  them  to  Ames,  Story  county,  Iowa,  where  they  lived  until  May, 
1873,  when  they  moved  to  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri.  Here  for 
thirty-seven  years  he  has  been  engaged  with  a  commendable  degree  of  success 
in  the  farm  loan  business,  and  buying  and  selling  land  in  Nodaway  and  Atchi¬ 
son  counties.  Missouri,  and  in  Oklahoma. 

Mr.  De  Lana  has  reaped  the  reward  of  honest  toil  and  honorable  busi¬ 
ness  methods  and  now  resides  in  a  commodious  and  well  furnished  home  on 
South  Main  street  in  Maryville,  where  the  friends  of  the  family  are  always 
made  welcome  by  a  generous  and  warm  hearted  hospitality. 

Mr.  De  Lana's  home  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children, 
Edith,  John  C.,  Arthur.  Mary,  Carrie,  lone  and  Richard.  Four  of  these  are 
still  living,  namely:  John  C.,  of  El  Reno,  Oklahoma:  Mary  Funk,  of  El 
Reno;  Carrie  Smith,  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  and  lone,  who  is  at  home  with  hei 
parents.  John  C.  married  La  Rue  Cooter.  of  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma, 
and  is  conducting  a  successful  farm  loan  business.  Mary  married  John  Les¬ 
ter  Funk,  ex-prosecuting  attorney  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  they 
now  live  at  El  Reno.  Oklahoma.  Carrie  married  Gerard  O.  Smith,  of  Find¬ 
lay,  Ohio,  where  he  now  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Ohio  Oil  Company. 

Mr.  De  Lana  is  not  a  man  to  boast  of  either  his  accomplishments  or 
of  his  business,  but  he  modestly  admits  that  he  now  owns  five  hundred  acres 
of  choice  land  in  Nodaway  county,  which  insures  him  and  his  family  against 
a  day  of  want,  unless,  famine,  pestilence  or  war  should  interfere. 
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JOHN  N.  MONTGOMERY. 

The  famous  Hoosier  state  has  furnished  its  full  quota  of  good  citizens 
in  the  settling  of  northern  Missouri,  and  the  present  day  prosperity  of  this 
locality  may  be  said  to  be  due  in  no  small  measure  to  their  industry  and  per¬ 
severing  habits.  Of  this  number,  John  N.  Montgomery,  of  Grant  township, 
is  worthy  of  special  notice  here.  He  comes  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
connected  families  of  the  United  States,  the  family  of  Montgomery.  The 
branch  of  the  family  from  which  he  comes  is  notable  in  that  it  traces  its 
genealogy  back  to  the  year  912  A.  D.  Space  forbids  a  very  complete  history 
of  the  family,  but  we  shall  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  genealogy.  The  first  an¬ 
cestor  of  whom  we  have  a  record  is  Roger  de  Montgomerie,  Count  of  Mont¬ 
gomerie,  before  the  coming  of  Rollo,  in  912.  This  Count  of  Montgomerie 
was  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  William  the  Conqueror  at  the  time 
of  the  conquest  of  England  by  the  Normans.  He  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Hastings.  Erom  this  time  on  the  family  line  is  traced  through  the  royalty  of 
both  England  and  France  to  Sir  James  Montgomerie  of  Skelmorlie,  who  was 
the  soii  of  the  Lord  Montgomerie  who  was  distinguished  on  account  of 
his  loyalty  to  King  James  I.  Prompted  by  the  very  liberal  inducements  held 
forth  to  the  Protestants  to  settle  in  Ireland,  this  Montgomerie  crossed  the 
channel  and  purchased  a  handsome  estate  near  Armagh.  Ireland,  about  the 
year  1700.  This  estate  is  today  known  as  the  “Town  Land  of  Killcopple.” 
Here  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1750.  leaving  three  sons,  Joseph,  Hugh  and 
Samuel.  The  elder,  Hugh,  succeeded  to  his  father's  estates.  He  died  in 
1774,  leaving  two  sons,  Joseph  and  William.  William  removed  to  America, 
but  upon  his  brother’s  death,  in  1805,  returned  to  Ireland,  where  he  disposed 
of  the  family  estates,  and  then  came  to  America  to  reside  permanently.  He 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Ohio  county,  Virginia,  upon  which  he  re¬ 
sided  until  his  death,  in  1812.  He  left  three  sons  and  three  daughters, 
namely:  Joseph.  William,  John.  Mary,  Jane  and  Eliza.  The  third  son,  John, 
married  Eva  Keck,  and  moved  to  Andrew  county.  Missouri.  Their  children 
were  George  K.,  Joseph.  John  T.,  Mary  (who  married  Jeremiah  Hall),  Eliza¬ 
beth  (who  married  John  Headley),  Harriet  (who  married  William  Smith) 
and  Lucinda  (who  married  John  Phipps).  Joseph  married  Margaret  Atkin¬ 
son;  John  T.  married  Mahala  Simmons. 

George  I\.  Montgomery,  the  eldest,  and  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Virginia,  but  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  from 
there  to  Indiana.  He  was  married  to  Rose  Neumyer,  of  Berks  county,  Penn- 
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sylvania.  the  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Wagner)  Neumyer.  To 
them  twelve  children  were  born:  Mary  E.  (1851).  Franklin  P.  (1853),  Lu¬ 
cinda  (1854),  John  N.  (1857),  Susan  (1858),  George  D.  (i860,  died  1892). 
William  McClellan  (1862),  died  1874),  Rose  (1864),  Emma  A.  (1866), 
Bingham  S.  (1868,  died  1907).  Belle  M.  (1870)  and  Leon  K.  (  1872). 

The  father.  George  K.  Montgomery,  prospered  as  time  passed  and  added 
to  his  original  tract  until  he  owned  one  thousand  acres  of  land.  In  1873  he 
built  a  home  upon  this  land,  at  a  cost  of  nine  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  county  at  that  time ;  a  fine  barn  was  also  built,  and  no 
farm  in  the  county  had  better  improvements.  George  K.  Montgomery  was 
not  only  an  extensive  farmer,  but  also  a  noted  stock  raiser,  keeping  the  best  of 
stock.  He  was  a  leader  in  public  improvements  and  was  known  as  one  of 
the  progressive  men  of  his  county,  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  by  all. 
He  was  an  active  Republican,  but  never  sought  office,  yet  party  leaders  often 
endeavored  to  induce  him  to  accept  nominations  for  important  offices.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  war  he  served  three  years  in  the  Missouri  militia.  He  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  died  in  1888. 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Mrs.  Montgomery,  who  survives  him.  is  now 
in  her  seventy-ninth  year. 

John  N.  Montgomery,  of  this  review,  remained  with  his  parents  until  he 
was  twenty-six  years  of  age.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  and 
spent  one  year  in  a  commercial  school  at  Savannah,  Missouri.  In  1882.  he 
bought  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  married  in  1888  to  Cora  M.  Dennelsbeck,  daughter 
of  Richard  S.  and  Serepta  Dennelsbeck,  of  Nodaway  county.  Mr.  Mont: 
gomery’s  first  wife  died  in  1896,  and  in  1903  he  married  Alta  B.  Baker,  who 
died  in  less  than  a  year  after  their  marriage.  Four  children  were  born  to 
the  first  union,  of  whom  the  eldest,  George  D.,  is  the  only  survivor.  He  was 
born  July  26,  1889.  received  a  high  school  education,  spent  one  term  at  High¬ 
land  Park  College.  DesMoines,  Iowa,  and  has  also  attended  the  State  Normal 
at  Maryville.  Missouri.  The  deceased  children  are  Franklin  L.,  John  R.  and 
Helen  M. 

Mr.  Montgomery  sold  his  three-hundred-and-twenty-acre  farm  in  1898 
and  now  owns  an  excellent  bottom  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Besides  general  farming,  he  also  gives  much  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
horses.1  He  is  the  owner  of  imported  draft  horses  and  intends  to  give  still 
more  attention  in  the  future  to  the  breeding  of  fine  horses.  He  also  owns 
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some  very  valuable  registered  horses  of  other  breeds  which  are  admired  by 
all  who  see  them.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  a  very  active  Republican.  He  made  a  creditable  race  for  the 
nomination  for  sheriff  of  his  county  in  the  last  election,  but  was  defeated.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Red  Men.  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  His  son,  George  D.  Montgomery,  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  and  of  the  Mystic  Shrine. 


ALFRED  ENGELMANN. 

One  of  the  leading  and  most  progressive  business  houses  at  Maryville. 
Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  is  the  Engelmann  Greenhouses,  of  which  the 
proprietors  are  Alfred  and  F.  A.  Engelmann.  The  business  has,  under  the 
capable  management  of  the  owners,  grown  to  large  proportions,  the  trade 
being  both  wholesale  and  retail  in  character,  the  patronage  being  drawn 
from  all  parts  of  Nodaway  county  and  contiguous  territory.  The  proprie¬ 
tors,  who  are  widely  known  in  this  county,  enjoy  a  well-deserved  popularity 
because  of  their  enterprise  and  correct  business  methods. 

Alfred  Engelmann  was  born  in  Germany  on  November  11,  1882,  and 
is  a  son  of  F.  A.  and  Bertha  Engelmann.  When  the  subject  was  four  years 
old  the  family  came  to  the  United  States,  and  the  mother's  death  occurred 
at  Clarksville,  Missouri,  on  November  5,  1906.  After  their  arrival  in  this 
country  the  family  first  located  in  Tennessee,  where  Alfred  remained  with 
his  parents  until  February,  1901,  when  he  left  home  and.  until  October, 
1908,  he  was  employed  at  various  places,  working  at  his  chosen  profession, 
that  of  a  florist.  On  the  date  last  mentioned  he  came  to  Maryville  and, 
in  company  with  his  father,  purchased  what  are  now  known  as  the  Engel¬ 
mann  Greenhouses.  These  houses,  five  in  number,  are  completely  equipped 
in  every  detail,  and  in  them  are  to  be  found'  almost  every  plant  known  to 
the  florist.  Hie  trade  has  rapidly  attained  to  large  proportions.  In  the 
attaining  of  this  result.  Alfred  Engelmann  has  had  a  large  part,  having  given 
to  the  business  his  undivided  attention  and  most  earnest  efforts.  He  learned 
the  details  of  the  business  under  the  direction  of  his  father,  who  is  a  recoe- 
nized  expert  in  his  line.  The  Engelmanns,  father  and  son,  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  department  of  plant  life  relating  to  the  ornamental  and 
flowering  plants  and,  too.  they  have  so  carefully  studied  the  wants  of  their 
patrons  that  they  have  no  trouble  in  pleasing  those  who  patronize  them. 
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The  greenhouses  are  kept  in  the  best  possible  condition,  everything  being 
thoroughly  modern  and  up  to  date,  so  that  the  work  is  conducted  under  the 
most  favorable  environments.  The  proprietors  are  gentlemen  of  good  busi¬ 
ness  ability,  and  because  of  their  personal  characters  and  high  personal  worth 
they  have  honestly  earned  the  high  regard  which  is  accorded  them  through¬ 
out  the  community. 


MARTENY  SKIDMORE. 

Few  men  of  Nodaway  county  were  as  widely  and  favorably  known 
as  the  late  Marteny  Skidmore,  of  Monroe  township,  and  after  whom  the 
beautiful  little  city  of  Skidmore  was  named.  He  was  one  of  the  strong  and 
influential  citizens  whose  lives  have  become  an  essential  part  of  the  history 
of  this  section  of  the  state  and  for  years  his  name  was  synonymous  for  all 
that  constituted  honorable  and  upright  manhood.  Tireless  energy,  keen 
perception  and  honesty  of  purpose,  combined  with  everyday  common  sense, 
were  among  his  chief  characteristics,  and  while  advancing  individual  suc¬ 
cess  he  also  largely  promoted  the  material  and  moral  welfare  of  his  com¬ 
munity. 

Marteny  Skidmore  was  born  May  25,  1825,  in  Randolph  county,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  his  parents  were  both  also  natives  of  Randolph  county,  the  father 
having  been  born  in  1787  and  the  mother  in  1795.  They  were  married  in 
1816,  and  the  father's  death  occurred  in  1863.  having  been  preceded  to  the 
silent  land  several  years  by  his  wife,  whose  death  occurred  in  1849. 

Marteny  Skidmore  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  secured  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  In  1840  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
account,  boating  on  the  Ohio  river,  which  he  continued  until  1848,  when 
he  entered  the  employ  of  William  Jessup,  of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  who 
took  a  personal  interest  in  the  young  man  and  encouraged  him.  In  1852 
Mr.  Skidmore  caught  the  western  fever  and  associated  himself  with  P.  D. 
Clark.  They  fitted  out  a  train  of  traders  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and 
proceeded  westward,  leaving  the  old  trail  at  Carson  City,  Nevada,  and  mak¬ 
ing  a  new  one  to  Walker’s  river.  At  the  end  of  his  trip  Mr.  Skidmore  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  wagons  and  teams  and  for  a  time  devoted  himself  to  the  freight¬ 
ing  business,  which  at  that  time  was  a  profitable,  though  dangerous,  occu¬ 
pation.  In  the  winter  of  1852  Mr.  Skidmore  returned  to  Ohio,  by  way  of 
San  Francisco  and  New  York,  and  resumed  farming  operations,  which  he 
conducted  with  considerable  success  until  1864.  when  he  came  to  Nodaway 
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county,  Missouri,  and  bought  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Monroe  township,  for  which  he  paid  ten  dollars  an  acre,  the  greater  part 
of  the  land  being  unimproved.  He  here  took  up  the  life  of  a  western  farmer 
and  eventually  added  to  his  original  purchase,  until  at  one  time  he  owned 
about  a  thousand  acres  of  good  land,  all  improved,  though  some  of  this 
was  afterwards  sold.  He  was  energetic  and  a  good  manager  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  and  rapidly  made  money  in  his  new  home.  In  1877  he  Hiilt 
a  fine,  large  residence  just  north  of  where  Skidmore  now  stands,  and  this 
home  is  still  one  of  the  finest  in  this  section  of  the  county.  In  1880  Mr. 
Skidmore  platted  the  town  which  now  bears  his  name,  the  plat  being  located 
just  south  of  his  home,  and  in  July  of  that  year  the  first  lots  were  sold. 
From  this  inception  the  growth  of  the  town  has  been  steady,  and  today  it 
is  one  of  the  solid  and  prosperous  towns  of  Nodaway  county. 

Mr.  Skidmore,  while  devoted  to  his  own  business  affairs,  was  not  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  best  interests  of  the  entire  community,  and  he  gave  encour¬ 
agement  to  every  movement  which  promised  to  benefit  the  people  generally. 
He  was  known  far  and  near  for  his  sterling  integrity,  his  traits  of  char¬ 
acter  and  keen  business  acumen,  and  his  business  advice  and  counsel  were 
considered  invaluable  by  his  associates.  On  October  to,  1891,  Mr.  Skid¬ 
more  died  in  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  at  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  after  under¬ 
going  a  surgical  operation.  He  was  an  appreciative  and  honored  member 
of  Skidmore  Lodge.  No.  51 1,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  at 
his  death  that  body  passed  suitable  resolutions,  in  which  the  following  words 
were  used:  “He  was  ever  ready  to  proffer  the  hand  and  the  voice  of  sym¬ 
pathy  and  the  deed  of  charity  to  the  needy  and  distressed  of  the  fraternity; 
an  honored  member  of  this  society,  whose  utmost  endeavors  were  exerted 
for  its  welfare  and  prosperity;  a  friend  and  companion,  who  was  dear  to 
us  all;  a  citizen,  whose  upright  and  noble  life  wTas  a  standard  of  emulation 
to  his  fellows."  In  his  death  the  entire  community  felt  a  sense  of  personal 
loss,  and  to  those  w  ho  knew  him  his  memory  is  still  treasured  highly. 

Mr.  Skidmore  was  married  tw  ice.  In  June,  1845,  lie  carried  Mary  I. 
Jessup,  the  daughter  of  William  Jessup.  Her  death  occurred  in  March, 
1858.  By  this  union  were  born  three  sons,  namely:  George,  born  in  1850, 
died  in  October,  1872;  Samuel,  born  in  1854.  died  January  12,  1884:  Wil¬ 
liam  J.,  born  September  1,  1857.  The  latter  came  to  Missouri  with  his  par¬ 
ents  and  completed  his  education  at  Amity  College,  College  Springs,  Iowa. 
On  July  19,  1899,  while  on  a  trip  to  Pike’s  Peak,  he  met.  at  the  “timber 
line,”  Miss  Margaret  Haines,  of  Philadelphia,  a  native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  this  acquaintance  eventually  resulting  in  their  marriage  on 
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March  20,  1900.  Both  of  Mrs.  Skidmore's  parents  are  dead,  though  she  has 
five  brothers  and  two  sisters  living,  the  brothers  being  the  owners  and  incor¬ 
porators  of  an  elevator  construction  company.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Skidmore 
has  been  born  a  son,  William  Jessup,  Jr.,  his  natal  day  having  been  May  26, 
1904.  Willirm  J.  Skidmore  has  always  made  his  home  on  a  farm,  to  the 
operation  of  which  he  has  devoted  his  chief  attention,  though  he  has  at 
the  same  time  been  interested  in  other  enterprises  to  some  extent.  When 
on  a  jury  at  Maryville,  a  few  years  ago,  he  was  asked  the  question,  “What 
is  your  occupation?”  To  his  reply  that  he  had  several,  he  was  asked  what 
they  were,  and  he  replied,  “I  am  a  banker  for  honor,  run  a  newspaper  for 
fun,  and  raise  pumpkins  for  profit!”  Being  a  man  of  comparatively  inde¬ 
pendent  means,  Mr.  Skidmore  has  been  enabled  to  indulge  himself  to  some 
extent.  Most  every  man  has  a  fad  of  one  kind  or  another,  and  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Skidmore  it  is  to  travel.  He  has  visited  every  state  in  the  Union 
excepting  Minnesota,  South  Dakota,  Wisconsin  and  the  New  England  states, 
and  through  this  means  and  habits  of  keen  observation  he  has  gained  a  val¬ 
uable  fund  of  general  knowledge  which  cannot  be  obtained  through  text¬ 
books  or  other  reading.  At  one  time  Mr.  Skidmore  was  given  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  naming  what  is  now  Monroe  township.  It  was  in  his  youth, 
and  at  the  time  referred  to  Nat  Sisson,  of  Maryville,  was  stopping  tempo¬ 
rarily  at  his  father's  house,  being  engaged  in  superintending  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  across  the  river  west  of  Skidmore.  The  organization  of  the 
new  township  had  been  practically  decided  upon  and  Mr.  Sisson  asked  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  to  suggest  a  name.  The  latter  had  it  in  his  mind  to  suggest  the  name 
of  his  then  sweetheart,  which  was  also  the  name  of  one  of  the  governors  of 
Missouri,  but  fear  of  ridicule  caused  him  to  hesitate,  and  finally  Mr. 
Sisson  proposed  the  name  of  Monroe,  several  other  townships  having  been 
named  after  Presidents.  Politically,  Mr.  Skidmore  was  reared  a  Democrat, 
but  in  his  mind  was  at  an  early  age  inculcated  the  laudable  idea  that  honesty 
and  honor  are  above  politics  or  party  lines,  and  this  has  been  the  guiding 
thought  in  his  life. 

On  June  30,  1858,  Marteny  Skidmore  married  Rebecca  Ann  Adams, 
who  was  born  in  New  Jersey  on  November  16,  1836,  the  second  child  and 
eldest  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Lippencott)  Adams.  Her  father 
was  born  March  10,  1809,  and  died  in  May,  1852,  while  her  mother,  who 
was  born  October  14,  1812,  died  on  January  16,  1907.  In  1842  Rebecca 
AcPms  moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  her  parents  and  there  she  was  reared 
and  married.  Her  father  was  an  old-time  blacksmith,  a  master  of  his  trade, 
who  could  do  all  kinds  of  expert  work  in  his  line.  To  Air.  and  Airs.  Skid- 
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more  were  born  six  children,  who  are  briefly  mentioned  as  follows :  ( 1 ) 

Angeline.  who  was  born  November  14,  1859,  died  on  September  30,  1865. 
(2)  Emma,  who  was  born  August  17,  1861,  died  on  October  2,  1865.  (3) 

Flora,  who  was  born  February  18,  1863.  died  on  October  3,  1865.  These 
three  children  died  within  four  days  of  diphtheria.  (4)  James,  who  was 
born  April  3,  1866.  died  on  December  2,  1899.  As  a  boy,  James  was  quiet, 
studious  and  thoughtful;  as  a  man,  charitable,  considerate,  public-spirited 
and  the  soul  of  honor.  In  March,  1899.  he  went  to  Alaska  and  remained 
there  several  months,  thoroughly  enjoying  the  unique  experiences.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  and  his  brother  William  J.  were  editors  and  publish¬ 
ers  of  the  Skidmore  Standard.  (5)  Ella,  born  on  June  2,  1870,  became  the 
wife  of  Milton  Sewell,  living  at  the  west  edge  of  Skidmore,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Leona  Skidmore  and  Eleanor.  (6)  Jennie,  born  on  January 
4,  1872,  died  July  7,  1882. 

The  home  life  of  Marteny  Skidmore  was  ideal.  In  it  were  centered 
his  hopes  and  affections,  and  he  was  a  kind  and  faithful  husband  and  a  lov¬ 
ing:  and  affectionate  father.  His  children  found  in  him  a  faithful  friend 
and  a  wise  counsellor  as  well  as  a  sympathetic  companion.  He  was  large- 
hearted  and  public-spirited  and  withheld  his  support  from  no  movement  that 
tended  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community,  materially,  educationally 
or  morally-  He  enjoyed  a  wide  acquaintance,  and  in  his  death  the  county 
suffered  a  distinct  and  irreparable  loss. 


WILLIAM  F.  LEEPER. 

The  Leeper  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  northern  Missouri 
and  many  bearing  this  name  have  figured  conspicuously  in  the  various  lines  of 
endeavor  to  which  they  have  directed  their  attention,  and  they  have  not  only 
been  important  factors  in  public  life,  but  have  been  exponents  of  the  highest 
integrity  in  their  homes  and  among  their  fellow  men. 

Of  this  large  family  or  families.  William  F.  Leeper,  a  successful  farmer 
of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  demands  attention  at  present.  He 
was  born  in  this  township  on  March  22,  1869,  and  is  the  son  of  Judge  William 
and  Almira  Francis  (Lawrence)  Leeper.  the  father  a  native  of  Indiana  and 
the  mother  of  Ohio.  The  Judge  came  to  Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  in  the 
spring  of  1865  and  for  many  years  was  active  in  county  affairs.  He  married 
Almira  Francis  Lawrence  about  1867.  and  they  soon  afterwards  settled  in 
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Hughes  township,  and  he  farmed  very  successfully  west  of  Graham,  living 
there  until  his  death,  April  18,  1906.  Mrs.  Leeper  survives.  They  became 
the  parents  of  four  children,  William  F.,  Fred  E.,  Clarence  R.  and  Hiram  L. 

William  F.  Leeper  was  reared  in  Hughes  township,  attended  school  in 
his  native  community  and  worked  on  the  home  place  during  the  summer 
months.  He  has  always  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  four  hundred  and  forty  acres,  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  keeps  some  excellent  stock  and  he  has  a  good  dwelling  and 
sufficient  outbuildings  to  meet  all  his  requirements.  His  attention  is  devoted 
exclusively  to  his  farm. 

Mr.  Leeper  was  married  at  Hiawatha,  Kansas,  January  9,  1907.  to  Mary 
A.  Heidtbrink,  who  was  born  in  Germany. 


PETER  ALUM  BAUGH. 

In  reviewing  the  interesting  life  record  of  Peter  Alumbaugh.  one  of  the 
venerable  and  highly-honored  citizens  of  Grant  township,  we  are  taken 
back  to  the  good  old  days  in  the  Blue  Grass  state,  the  palmy  epoch  of  the 
old-time  planters,  with  their  broad  acres  and  world-famecl  hospitality.  He 
was  born  in  one  of  those  excellent  families,  on  May  22,  1832.  in  Madison 
county,  Kentucky,  the  son  of  John  and  Nancy  ( Messic)  Alumbaugh.  The 
father,  a  native  of  that  state,  reached  almost  the  century  mark,  dying  in 
1854;  the  mother  was  also  a  native  of  that  state.  They  grew  to  maturity  and 
were  married  there,  coming  to  Platte  county,  Missouri,  in  1842,  and  enter¬ 
ing  a  farm  not  far  from  St.  Joseph,  they  being  among  the  early  pioneers 
there.  Mr.  Alumbaugh  was  one  of  the  first  ministers  of  the  old  Campbellite 
( now  Christian)  church  to  preach  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He  established 
the  church  at  Bethany.  Missouri,  known  as  the  Union  church.  In  1850  he 
came  to  Nodawav  county  and  located  near  Graham,  and  after  a  residence 
here  of  one  vear  he  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  lived  two  years,  then  returned 
to  Missouri  and  entered  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in  White 
Cloud  township.  Nodaway  county,  which  was  unimproved.  He  also  bought 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land  adjoining,  improved  the  place  and  built  a  home, 
at  the  sam?  time  continuing  in  the  ministry,  doing  a  vast  amount  of  good 
in  those  early  days,  and  became  well  known  throughout  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  was  a  verv  aide  minister  and  rode  to  his  work  on  horseback,  often  many 
miles  over  rough  and  unfrequented  roads,  but  he  let  nothing  stand  in  the 
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way  of  filling  his  engagements.  He  was  a  man  of  many  sterling  qualities — 
a  typical  pioneer  of  the  old  school,  honest,  brave  and  always  ready  to  give 
his  time  and  labor  to  the  service  of  others.  His  wife  learned  the  tailor  s 
trade  in  Kentucky,  where  she  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  that  line,  con¬ 
tinuing  the  same  for  some  years  after  coming  to  Missouri.  None  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Nodaway  county  were  better  or  more  favorably  known 
than  they,  winning  the  high  esteem  of  everyone.  They  were  the  parents  of 
fourteen  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living,  namely:  Peter,  of  this 
review:  Jesse  B.,  Marv  J.,  Cyntha  and  Martin;  those  deceased  are,  William, 
Lydia,  John,  Hardin,  Nancy,  Elizabeth  and  three  infants.  Jesse  B.  is  a 
well-known  minister  of  the  Christian  church,  famous  for  his  evangelistic 
work.  Hardin  was  killed  in  the  Union  army. 

Peter  Alumbaugh,  of  this  review,  remained  with  his  parents  on  the 
farm  during  his  boyhood  days,  and  had  practically  no  school  advantages  in 
those  early  days.  On  August  3.  1853,  he  was  married  to  Jane  Myers, 
daughter  of  Barnabas  G.  and  Rebecca  (Benson)  Myers,  natives  of  Vir- 
gini'1,  the  latter  being  well  educated.  Mr.  Myers  came  to  Nodaway  county 
in  1840  and  located  on  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  White  Cloud 
township,  and  became  a  well-known  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

Peter  Alumbaugh  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  White  Cloud  town¬ 
ship  and  began  his  married  life  on  his  own  farm,  on  which  he  built  a  house 
and  lived  there  five  years.  He  sold  the  place  for  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  in  gold,  and  bought  eighty  acres  near  Barnard,  for  which  he  paid 
four  hundred  dollars.  It  was  unimproved,  but  he  went  to  work  on  it  and 
built  a  home  there,  finally  selling  the  place  for  one  thousand  dollars.  He 
then  bought  a  part  of  his  father-in-law’s  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  which  he  now  owns.  He  has  an  excellent  farm,  which  he 
lias  managed  to  advantage.  For  several  years  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Barnard. 

Mrs.  Alumbaugh,  dying  on  April  5,  1909,  was  buried  on  the  ground 
Mr.  Alumbaugh  reserved  when  he  sold  the  farm  previous  to  the  one  he 
now  owns,  which  is  used  now  as  a  public  burving-ground  and  is  well  cared  for. 
Her  father  was  perhaps  the  second  oldest  settler  in  this  part  of  the  county,  a 
Mr.  Bailey  being  possibly  the  first  settler  here,  who  built  the  first  log  house 
and  the  first  home  in  Grant  township,  or  this  part  of  the  county,  Mr.  Myers 
coming  one  year  later  and  building  the  second  dwelling  here:  both  houses 
are  standing  end  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  the  Bailev  home  having 
been  built  in  1840  and  the  Myers  house  in  1841 — seventy  years  ago. 

Mr.  Alumbaugh  has  always  been  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  he  has 
succeeded  admirably  in  this  line.  During  the  Civil  war  he  entered  the  service 
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in  the  state  militia,  in  1861,  and  served  for  a  period  of  five  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Christian  church,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  forty  years.  Mrs.  Alumbaugh  was  a 
member  of  the  Rebekahs,  being  active  in  the  same.  Politically,  Mr.  Alum¬ 
baugh  is  a  Republican.  He  talks  interestingly  of  the  early  days  and  is  an  ex¬ 
cellent  historian  of  those  times.  He  tells  of  how  he  sold  a  yoke  of  oxen 
for  one  hundred  dollars  and  used  the  money  to  enter  his  first  land,  eighty 
acres.  Fie  first  refused  to  take  the  one  hundred  dollars  offered  for  his  oxen, 
but  his  wife  was  standing  by  and  said:  ‘’My  boy,  you  had  better  sell  and 
take  the  money  and  enter  this  eighty  acres  of  land."  He  did  as  she  directed 
and  thus  got  a  good  start  in  life,  and  he  has  always  been  glad  he  listened 
to  his  wife  on  this  occasion,  taking  her  advice. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alumbaugh:  Frank 
B.,  who  married  Laura  Jackson,  has  three  children;  Charlie  married  Maud 
YVohlford;  Frank,  and  C.  Mabel  (wife  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Gillett)  ;  Adaline  Alum¬ 
baugh  married  Silas  P.  Bradford,  and  they  have  four  children.  Myrtle. 
Maudie,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  J.  YVisser,  and  two  infants.  Charley  and  Maud 
Alumbaugh  have  two  children,  great-grandchildren  of  Peter  Alumbaugh. 


JAMES  REESE. 

When  the  family  represented  by  the  subject  of  this  memoir  moved  to 
Nodaway  county.  Missouri,  they  found  a  wild  prairie  country  overrun  by 
wild  animals  and  occasionally  a  roving  band  of  Indians.  .  Locating  three 
miles  east  and  one-half  mile  south  of  Skidmore,  there  was  but  one  house 
between  their  place  and  Maryville,  and  there  were  not  a  dozen  families 
within  as  many  miles.  Deer  frequented  the  clearing  they  made,  and  animals 
and  birds  preyed  on  their  crops,  visiting  them  especially  during  roasting- 
ear  time,  and  the  domestic  animals  had  to  be  looked  after  sharply  or  they 
fell  victims  to  the  wolves  and  foxes. 

James  Reese,  a  well-remembered  and  influential  citizen  here  for  many 
decades,  now  gone  to  his  reward,  leaving  behind  him  a  good  inheritance 
of  property  and  a  better  one  in  a  good  name,  was  born  on  the  Mohawk 
Flats.  Herkimer  county.  New  York,  December  1,  1834,  and  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Evaline  (Beatman)  Reese,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  state, 
his  ancestors  having  come  from  Germany  and  settled  in  the  Mohawk  valley 
in  an  earlv  dav,  and  became  well  established  as  farmers  and  dairvmen.  Mem- 
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bers  of  this  family  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  father  of  James 
Reese  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York, 
and  died  there.  He  was  a  good  and  useful  man,  active  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.  His  family  consisted  of  the  following  children :  Eliza  C.  married 
Rufus  Smith,  a  Lutheran  minister,  who  spent  many  years  in  this  county; 
Stephen  died  in  New  York;  Dorothea  married  R.  Griffin;  Mary  married 
M.  Snyder,  and  James,  of  this  review. 

James  Reese  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in  the  state  of  New 
York  and  there  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  remaining 
at  home  and  taking  care  of  his  parents  as  long  as  they  lived,  and  through 
his  father’s  will  he  came  into  possession  of  the  old  family  homestead,  on 
which  he  continued  to  reside  for  a  number  of  years  after  his  marriage. 
He  soon  had  a  good  start  and  was  enabled  to  buy  another  place.  Selling- 
out  his  property  in  New  York  in  1870,  he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Mis¬ 
souri.  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  here  as  a  farmer,  being  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  chosen  line  of  endeavor  and  becoming  widely  and  favorably 
known.  He  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  wild  prairie  land, 
which  he  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  in  due  course  of  time, 
carrying  on  stock  raising  in  connection  with  general  farming,  laying  by 
quite  a  competence  through  this  combination,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to 
add  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  had  a  valuable  place  consisting  of  four 
hundred  and  ninety  acres.  He  was  very  energetic  and  progressive,  and  was 
always  abreast  of  the  times.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  active 
in  the  affairs  of  the  party.  He  had  a  wide  circle  of  warm  personal  friends 
and  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him,  for  he  was  a  man  of  sterling 
worth.  The  death  of  this  excellent  citizen  occurred  on  February  9,  1899. 

Tames  Reese  was  married  in  1855  to  Charlotte  Gordon,  who  was  born 
in  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  June  16,  1835,  the  daughter  of  Amos 
and  Emily  (Simons)  Gordon,  lifelong  residents  of  that  county.  Reuben 
Gordon,  Mrs.  Reese’s  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in  New  York,  of 
Welsh  ancestry,  and  spent  his  life  on  a  farm.  He  married  Pruella  Scott, 
and  eight  children  were  born  to  them,  Griffin,  Ezra,  Polla,  Anna,  Betsey, 
Enos,  William  and  Obed.  Her  mother's  father,  Benjamin  Simons,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  was  a  dairyman  in  New  York.  He  married  Fannie 
Beckwith,  of  Connecticut,  and  the  following  children  were  born  to  them  : 
Lydia,  Emily,  Catherine,  Lucy  A.,  Hubbard  and  Clarissa.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Reese  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  of  which  her  father 
was  a  deacon  for  many  years.  Their  children  were.  Lydia.  Charlotte,  Tane, 
Caroline  and  Gilbert. 
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The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Reese:  Lanson 
J.  Reese,  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  November  26,  1856. 
died  in  Colorado  December  15,  1896;  be  married  Mary  Jones,  of  Iowa, 
who,  with  four  children,  survived  him,  one  child  having  died  in  infancy. 
Alice  Reese  died  in  infancy.  Charles  Reese  is  a  farmer  in  Monroe  town¬ 
ship,  this  county  (see  his  sketch  in  another  part  of  this  work).  Evaline 
Reese  died  in  infancy.  Rhugene  Reese,  who  is  farming  in  Okahoma,  was 
born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  in  1865;  he  married  Fannie  White- 
head,  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  and  they  have  had  three  children, 
Ldysses  (deceased),  Alice  and  Hazel.  Wilburt  Reese  was  born  in  St.  Law¬ 
rence  county,  New  York,  March  25,  1869;  he  was  a  farmer  and  married 
Rachael  Bolick,  of  Iowa,  and  they  had  six  children,  two  dying  in  infancy. 
Ivan,  Leona  H.,  Willis  and  a  daughter.  Willis  Reese  was  born  in  Missouri. 
September  17,  1872.  Leona  Reese  was  born  in  Missouri,  June  20,  1877- 

As  Mr.  Reese  left  no  will,  his  widow  and  son,  Willis,  administered  the 
estate,  and  the  latter  has  since  carried  on  the  work  inaugurated  by  his  father, 
and  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  homestead,  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock  raising. 


JAMES  B.  ROBERTSON. 

The  commercial  world  has  come  to  recognize  the  great  importance  of 
the  tiller  of  the  soil  and  has  surrounded  him  with  many  conveniences  and 
utensils  unthought  of  a  century  or  even  a  half  century  ago.  The  inventor 
has  given  him  the  self-binder,  the  riding-plow,  the  steam  thresher  and  numer¬ 
ous  other  labor-saving  devices.  And  the  farmer  has  not  been  slow  to  take 
advantage  of  these  blessed  improvements. 

One  of  the  farmers  of  Hughes  township,  Nodaway  county,  who  has 
utilized  every  means  to  render  his  work  in  connection  with  the  farm  profitable 
is  James  B.  Robertson,  who  was  born  in  Morrison,  Whiteside  county,  Illinois, 
December  19.  1857,  the  son  of  Joseph  K.  and  Mary  (Needham)  Robertson, 
the  father  a  native  of  Indiana  and  the  mother  of  England.  They  were 
among'  the  earlv  settlers  of  Whiteside  countv,  Illinois,  and  there  they  lived 
until  their  deaths  at  advanced  ages.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  James  B.,  of  this  review,  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  in  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  and  soon  learned 
what  hard  work  meant,  and  during  the  winter  months  he  attended  the  public 
schools  there,  remaining  in  that  vicinity  until  the  spring  of  1878,  when  he 
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came  to  N.oclaway  county,  Missouri,  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  has 
since  resided,  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  has  improved 
and  erected  good  buildings  on,  rendering  his  place  one  of  the  best  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  or  township  in  fact.  He  has  always  followed  farming  and  stock 
raising  and  well  understands  modern  methods  in  respect  to  each. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  married  in  Hughes  township,  on  March  2,  1882,  to 
Sarah  Lyle,  who  was  a  native  of  Illinois.  Her  death  occurred  here  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1900,  when  forty  years  of  age.  Five  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  namely:  Nancy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frederick  Ager;  Joseph  L. ;  Flor¬ 
ence;  Charles  died  when  eighteen  months  old;  Edna  M. 

Mr.  Robertson  is  a  Democrat  and,  while  not  active  in  the  party,  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  its  success.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


FRED  C.  BARBER. 

Nodaway  is  a  county  of  magnificent  and  productive  farms,  in  this  re¬ 
spect  being  one  of  the  most  favored  sections  of  the  great  commonwealth  of 
Missouri,  and  among  the  fine  farms  of  the  county  must  be  numbered  that 
owned  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch  and  which  lies  in  section  35,  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  Monroe  township.  Persistent  industry,  sound  judgment  and 
wise  management  have  been  the  elements  which  have  contributed  to  Mr.  Bar¬ 
ber’s  success  in  his  chosen  vocation  and  as  a  representative  citizen  of  his  com¬ 
munity  he  P  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  character. 

Mr.  Barber  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Illinois,  in  February,  1857,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Eliza  (Hammond)  Barber.  He  was  reared  on  the 
home  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age,  when,  in  1873,  the  family  moved  to 
Nodaway  county  and  located  in  Green  township,  where  they  subsequently 
bought  a  fine  farm  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  township.  In  October. 
1883,  the  subject  married  Laura  Grigsby,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Grigsby, 
whose  personal  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Barber  bought  the  home  farm  from  his  parents,  the  latter  moving  then 
to  Skidmore,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  In  November. 
1892,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber  moved  to  his  present  fine  farm,  to  the  cultivation 
of  which  he  has  since  given  his  earnest  attention.  The  place,  which  comprises 
four  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  is  most  eligibly  situated  and  has  been  improved 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  numbered  among  the  best  farms  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  fn  addition  to  this  farm,  which  is  all  in  one  body.  Mr.  Barber  owns  one 
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hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  section  i,  Monroe  township,  eighty  acres 
in  section  15,  the  same  township,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  acres  in 
Green  township,  making  his  total  land  holdings  about  eight  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  acres.  Mr.  Barber  is  thoroughly  practical  in  his  farming  operations,  and 
is  enterprising  and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  keeping  in  touch  with  advanced 
ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  husbandry.  He  owns  an  attractive  and  com¬ 
fortable  residence,  and  the  general  appearance  of  his  place  indicates  the  owner 
to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste.  Right  in  the  prime  of 
his  life,  he  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  community,  and  is 
ah. ays  found  on  the  l  ight  side  of  every  question  affecting  the  w  elfare  of  those 
about  him.  He  takes  a  marked  interest  in  educational  matters  and  lias  seen 
to  it  that  his  children  have  received  good  educations. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barber,  namely  :  John  Wb, 
I  illis  and  William  F.  Lillis  died  in  infancy.  John,  who  is  at  home  with  his 
father,  received  a  good  public  school  education,  and  supplemented  this  by  four 
years'  attendance  at  the  Missouri  Wesleyan  College  at  Cameron  and  also  at¬ 
tended  the  college  at  Baker.  William  Frederick  is  now  a  student  in  the  Mis¬ 
soni  i  Wesleyan  College.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  December 
6.  1902,  and  on  June  1.  1905,  Mr.  Barber  married  Viola  McNutt.  She  was 
born  in  Indiana,  but  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  childhood  at  Blandinsville, 
Illinois.  Her  father  was  a  wrell  known  minister  of  the  Baptist  church.  From 
Illinois,  Mis.  Barber  went  to  Kansas  with  her  parents  and  there  completed 
her  education.  Subsequently  she  engaged  in  teaching  school,  being  located 
at  Beloit,  Kansas,  seven  years,  going  then  to  Princeton,  Indiana,  where  she 
engaged  in  teaching  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Barber. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barber  renders  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  not  an  office  seeker,  but  while  living  in  Green  township  he 
served  efficiently  several  years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  and  his  wife 
are  faithful  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they  give  an 
earnest  support.  In  every  relation  of  life  he  has  performed  well  his  part  and 
because  of  his  sterling  integrity  of  character  and  his  success  in  life  he  has 
won  and  retains  the  sincere  respect  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  lives. 


ALLEN  P.  BOLIN. 

That  the  plenitude  of  satiety  is  seldom  attained  in  the  affairs  of  life 
is  to  be  considered  a  most  beneficial  deprivation,  for  where  ambition  is  sat¬ 
isfied  and  the  ultimate  end  realized,  if  such  be  possible,  apathy  must  follow. 
<W) 
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Effort  would  cease,  accomplishment  be  prostrate,  and  creative  talent  waste 
its  activities  in  inactivity.  The  men  who  have  pushed  forward  the  wheels  of 
progress  have  been  those  to  whom  satisfaction  lies  ever  in  the  future,  who 
labor  continuously,  always  finding  in  each  transition  stage  an  incentive  for 
further  effort.  Mr.  Bolin  is  one  whose  well-directed  efforts  have  gained  for 
him  a  position  of  relative  prominence  in  the  business  circles  of  Arkoe, 
Nodaway  county,  and  his  energy  and  enterprise  are  being  crowned  with  a 
gratifying  measure  of  success. 

Allen  P.  Bolin  is  a  native  of  Nodaway  county,  having  been  born  in 
W  hite  Cloud  township  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  1879.  He  is  a  son  of 
Pleasant  and  Margaret  (Shinabarger)  Bolin,  who  are  still  residents  of  this 
township.  Of  their  nine  children,  Allen  P.  is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth. 
He  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farmstead  and  secured  his  elementary  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  that  locality,  supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  the 
Maryville  Seminary.  After  completing  his  education  he  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  several  years  and  then  spent  two  years  in  farming.  In  the  spring 
of  1909  Mr.  Bolin  came  to  Arkoe  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  his 
enterprise  meeting  with  success  from  its  inception.  He  carries  a  large  and 
well  selected  stock  of  general  merchandise  and  because  of  his  accommodating 
manner  and  the  courteous  treatment  of  his  customers  he  is  enjoying  a  large 
and  constantly  increasing  patronage.  On  July  20,  1909,  Mr.  Bolin  was  ap¬ 
pointed  postmaster  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office,  giving  an 
efficient  administration  of  his  official  duties. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bolin  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and 
takes  a  commendable  interest  in  local  public  affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  Genial  and.  companionable,  he  eas¬ 
ily  makes  acquaintances,  among  whom  he  numbers  many  warm  personal 
friends,  who  esteem  him  because  of  his  genuine  worth. 


CHARLEY  ENOS  REESE. 

fhe  career  of  the  well  known  and  highly  respected  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  review  illustrates  forcibly  the  possibilities  that  are  open  to 
men  of  earnest  purpose,  integrity  and  sterling  business  qualifications.  A 
well-spent  life  and  an  honorable  career  constitute  his  record,  and  now.  after 
many  years  of  honest  toil,  he  finds  himself  very  comfortably  situated  on  a 
good  farm  in  Monroe  township,  Nodaway  county. 
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Charley  Enos  Reese  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1862,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Catherine  (Gordon)  Reese.  His 
paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Eveline  Reese,  the  former  having  come 
from  Germany  and  located  in  New  York  state.  For  a  full  history  of  the 
subject's  ancestors,  the  reader  is  directed  to  the  sketch  of  his  father,  James 
Reese,  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

Charley  E.  Reese  spent  his  early  boyhood  on  the  home  farm  in  St.  Law¬ 
rence  county.  New  York.  When  eight  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  par¬ 
ents  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  arriving  here  May  2,  1870.  They  located 
three  miles  east  of  Skidmore,  the  father  buying  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  in  section  11  and  there  made  the  family  home.  His  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Charley  E.  was  the  third  in 
order  of  birth.  He  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  east  of  Skidmore,  and  there 
worked  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  months,  attending  the  neighboring 
schools  in  the  winter  time.  He  also  attended  Amity  College,  and  received  a 
very  serviceable  education. 

On  January  7,  1885.  Mr.  Reese  married  Lydia  Bolick,  daughter  of  Amos 
and  Margaret  Bolick.  She  was  born  and  reared  at  Burlington.  Iowa.  Her 
mother  was  born  in  Germany,  and  her  father  was  reared  in  Indiana.  Within 
a  year  or  two  after  his  marriage.  Mr.  Reese  bought  a  farm  in  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  15.  southwestern  part  of  Monroe  township,  and  he  has 
continued  to  reside  on  this  place  to  the  present  time,  having  improved  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  cause  it  to  rank  with  the  best  farms  in  this  community. 
He  has  a  substantial  and  comfortable  dwelling  and  good  outbuildings.  He 
has  been  very  successful  as  a  farmer  and  has  raised  some  good  stock  from 
year  to  year. 

Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr  and  Mrs.  Charley  E.  Reese,  named 
as  follows:  Two  that  died  in  infancy;  James,  Melvin,  Benedict  and  Alfred 
are  living. 

Fraternally,.  Mr.  Reese  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  at  Skidmore.  Like  his  honored  father 
before  him,  he  has  always  borne  a  good  reputation  and  is  honest  and  con¬ 
scientious  in  all  his  relations  with  his  fellow-men,  consequently  enjoys  their 
confidence  and  good  will. 


CLIFFORD  MELVIN  CLINE,  V.  S. 

The  record  of  Clifford  Melvin  Cline,  one  of  the  best  veterinary  surgeons 
in  northwestern  Missouri,  is  that  of  a  young  man  who  has  worked  his  way 
from  a  modest  beginning  up  to  a  position  of  prominence  in  the  professional 
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world  bv  his  efforts,  which  have  been  practically  unaided,  which  fact  renders 
him  the  more  worthy  of  the  praise  that  is  freely  accorded  him  by  his  fellow- 
men.  His  life  has  been  one  of  unceasing  industry  and  perseverance,  and  the 
notably  systematic  and  honorable  methods  he  has  followed  have  won  him  the 
unbounded  confidence  and  regard  of  all  who  have  formed  his  acquaintance, 
hi  looking  over  the  list  of  Nodaway  county's  professional  men,  who  have 
been  successful  in  their  line  of  work,  especially  those  whose  place  of  residence 
is  Maryville,  the  biographer  deems  none  more  worthy  of  representation  in 
a  work  of  this  nature  than  that  of  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above. 

Doctor  Cline  is  a  native  of  the  Gopher  state,  having  been  born  at  Fulda, 
Minnesota,  May  13,  1887,  the  son  of  John  W.  and  Margaret  Cline.  The 
father  has  devoted  much  of  his  life  to  railroading  and  is  now  running  as  an 
engineer  on  the  St.  Paul  railway,  making  his  home  at  Madison,  South  Da¬ 
kota.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  also  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Engineers.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Cline. 

Dr.  Clifford  M.  Cline,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Madison,  South  Dakota,  whither  the  family  moved  when  he  was 
young.  He  finished  the  prescribed  course  in  the  schools  there  in  1904,  and 
in  order  to  further  prepare  himself  for  life's  duties  he  entered  the  University 
of  South  Dakota  at  Vermilion.  Deciding  to  take  up  the  work  of  a  veterinary 
physician,  he  then  entered  the  St.  Joseph  Veterinary  College,  at  St.  Joseph, 
Missouri,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  a  very  creditable 
record  in  March,  1910.  He  at  once  came  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  and  formed 
a  partnership  with  Dr.  Roy  Morgan  and  he  is  building  up  an  excellent  prac¬ 
tice.  He  is  thoroughly  informed  on  all  subjects  relating  to  his  profession,  is 
energetic  and  well  qualified  to  attend  to  all  cases. 


ISAAC  N.  SNALLON. 

By  the  judicious  rotation  of  crops  and  a  plentiful  use  of  natural  fertil¬ 
izers  Isaac  X.  Snallon.  farmer  of  White  Cloud  township,  Nodaway  county, 
not  only  retains  the  soil’s  original  fertility,  but  increases  its  productiveness, 
and  seldom  if  ever  does  he  fail  to  realize  proper  returns  from  the  time  and 
labor  expended  on  his  fields.  He  is  a  native  of  the  old  Buckeye  state,  having 
been  born  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio.  April  21,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Miller)  Snallon,  both  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  de- 
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voted  his  life  to  farming,  was  a  hard  worker  and  an  honest  man.  He  and  his 
wife  came  to  Hamilton  countv.  Ohio,  in  early  life  and  remained  there  until 
their  deaths.  Five  children  were  born,  of  whom  Isaac  N.  of  this  sketch  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

Isaac  N.  Snallon  was  reared  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  where  he  began 
work  in  his  father's  fields  when  but  a  boy  and  gained  some  primary  schooling 
in  the  neighboring  schools,  remaining  in  his  native  community  until  he  be¬ 
came  of  legal  age.  Like  many  young  men  of  his  day  who  grew  up  in  Ohio 
and  the  older  Eastern  states,  his  attention  was  called  to  the  fertile  lands  be¬ 
yond  the  Mississippi  river,  and  he  migrated  to  Missouri,  and  soon  after  ar¬ 
riving  within  her  borders,  settled  in  June,  1867,  on  the  farm  where  he  has 
since  resided,  having  a  neat  little  place  of  fifty-six  acres.  He  has  always 
been  a  farmer  and  has  lived  very  comfortably  by  the  “sweat  of  his  brow"  in 
this  connection. 

Mr.  Snallon  was  married  in  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  April  24.  1867.  to 
Jennie  Morehead,  who  was  born,  educated  and  reared  in  that  county,  her 
birth  occurring  there  on  October  11,  1841,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Cyntha  (  James)  Morehead,  who  were  natives  of  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snallon 
are  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Victor  B.,  Cyntha  E.,  Hannah  B.  and 
Orr. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snallon  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


capt.  ira  v.  McMillan. 

The  best  history  of  a  community  or  state  is  the  one  that  deals  most  with 
the  lives  and  activities  of  its  people,  especially  of  those  who,  by  their  own 
endeavor  and  indomitable  energy,  have  forged  to  the  front  and  have  placed 
themselves  where  they  deserve  the  title  of  progressive  men.  In  this  review 
will  be  found  the  record  of  one  who  has  outstripped  the  less  active  plodders 
on  the  highway  of  life  and  achieved  a  career  surpassed  by  few  of  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  a  career  of  marked  success  in  one  of  the  most  exacting  of  pro¬ 
fessions  and  a  name  in  legal,  public  and  social  circles  which  all  who  know 
him  delight  to  honor  owing  to  his  upright  life,  his  public  spirit  and  his  habits 
of  thrift  and  industry.  With  many  of  his  other  accomplishments.  Captain 
McMillan  is  an  eminently  practical  man — farsighted  and  result-seeing;  his 
crafty  eye  quietly  intent  on  business  and  his  private  affairs.  Bodily  activity 
does  not  seem  to  necessarily  characterize  the  career  of  the  world's  workers 
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or  thinkers — else  we  would  not  have  had  a  Newton,  of  starry  splendor;  a 
Bacon,  the  great  confidante  of  nature;  a  Sumner,  with  his  pure  scholasticism; 
or  a  George  Law,  a  Titan  in  business,  the  Colossus  of  contractors,  an  intellect¬ 
ual  Samson,  who  could  have,  as  was  said,  carried  off  the  gates  of  Gaza  and 
whipped  the  Philistines,  but,  of  whom  it  was  written,  “he  was  lazy.”  Realiz¬ 
ing  in  his  youth  that  success  never  comes  to  the  inert,  the  Captain  has  all  his 
life  been  a  man  of  energy  and  industry. 

Capt.  Ira  V.  McMillan,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  members  of 
the  Nodaway  county  bar  and  one  of  Maryville's  most  loyal  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizens,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state,  having  been  born  in  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  May  13,  1842,  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children  born  to 
Jacob  and  Sarah  (Vale)  McMillan,  who  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  state  they  moved  to  Ohio  in  1836.  They  were  people  of  much  sterling 
worth  and  took  infinite  pains  in  rearing  their  children. 

Ira  V.  McMillan  spent  his  youth  under  the  parental  rooftree  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  benefits  of  the  common  schools,  afterwards  attending  college  at 
Haysville,  Ohio.  Upon  leaving  this  institution  he  began  reading  law  at  St. 
Clairsville,  that  state,  under  Judge  and  Colonel  Cowen,  and  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  there  in  the  fall  of  1865,  and  in  December  of  that  year  he  came  to 
Missouri,  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  at  St.  Louis  on  the  ice,  December  26th. 
He  was  at  Mexico,  this  state,  in  the  recorder's  office  until  he  finally  lo¬ 
cated  in  Maryville,  Nodaway  county,  where  he  has  since  -resided  con¬ 
tinuously,  and  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  one  year  spent  in  the  volunteer  service  of  the  army  during  the 
Spanish-American  war  period,  serving  with  distinction  as  captain  of  Com¬ 
pany  E,  Fourth  Regiment  Missouri  Volunteer  Infantry.  As  a  lawyer  he  has 
enjoyed  a  large  clientele  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  cautious,  pains¬ 
taking  and  always  alert  to  the  best  interests  of  his  clients,  and  he  makes  a 
strong,  earnest  and  forceful  plea  before  a  jury.  He  holds  the  oldest  license 
as  an  attorney  or  a  lawyer  at  the  local  bar,  and  he  has  practiced  longer  than 
any  other  member. 

Captain  McMillan  has  been  twice  married,  first,  in  1868,  to  Rose  V. 
Howarter,  which  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  namelv :  Ira 
R.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Frank  J.,  who  resides  in  Ohio;  and  Ira  H.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  California.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1872. 
The  Captain  was  again  married  in  1874  to  Mattie  L.  Hosmer,  and  by  this 
union  three  children  were  born,  named  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy;  Ross  H.,  now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  Bess,  who  mar¬ 
ried  W.  R.  Patterson,  is  residing  at  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
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Captain  McMillan  has  long  been  conspicuous  in  public  affairs.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  county  attorney  and  public  administrator  of  his  county,  and 
that  of  city  attorney  several  times.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  he,  as  attorney, 
incorporated  Maryville  and  drew  all  the  orginal  ordinances  for  said  city,  none 
of  which  on  being  tested  in  our  courts  was  ever  held  illegal  or  void ;  that  in 
all  the  years  he  was  city  attorney  the  city  never  lost  a  case,  paid  a  cent  of 
damages  or  costs,  nor  paid  a  dollar  for  other  counsel  to  assist  their  attorney. 
He  is  a  Republican,  and  during  his  entire  residence  in  Missouri  he  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics  and  he  estimates  that  he  has  given  one  full  year  in 
campaigning  for  his  party. 

The  Captain  has  taken  much  interest  in  Masonry,  and  has  held  practically 
all  the  offices  in  the  several  subordinate  bodies  as  well  as  many  in  the  grand 
bodies.  He  is  past  grand  orator  of  the  grand  lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  of  Missouri;  past  grand  high  priest  of  the  grand  chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Missouri,  and  past  grand  commander  of  Knights 
Templar  of  Missouri. 

In  all  the  years  of  his  residence  in  Maryville  he  has  been  closely  identified 
with  the  growth  and  public  improvement  of  both  city  and  county.  He 
drafted  the  propositions  for  subscriptions  and  bonds  in  aid  of  the  building 
of  both  the  Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph  &  Council  Bluffs  (now  the  Burlington 
Railroad  Company  (now  the  Wabash  system),  and  he  was  for  several  years 
the  local  attorney  for  both  companies.  But  few  citizens  are  better  or  more 
favorably  known  in  the  best  county  of  northwestern  Missouri,  than  Captain 
system)  through  this  county,  and  also  those  of  the  Chillicothe  &  Omaha 
McMillan. 


ROY  FRANCIS  HANNA. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  who  have,  by 
their  inherent  worth  and  native  ability,  gained  an  enviable  position  in  the 
business  world  and  earned  the  sincere  respect  of  their  associates,  is  Roy 
F.  Hanna,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Worth,  at  Worth,  Missouri.  He  was  born 
at  Hopkins.  Nodaway  county,  on  March  9,  1884,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Glenna  (McCoshum)  Hann?.  William  Hanna  was  born  in  Compton,  La- 
salle  county,  Illinois,  on  March  7,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Bridget 
(O'Hallom)  Hanna,  natives  of  county  Kilkenny,  Ireland.  These  ancestors 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  established  their  home  in  Lasalle  county. 
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Illinois,  where  they  became  respected  and  well  known.  James  Hanna  became 
a  successful  farmer  in  his  native  county,  and  about  thirty-two  years  ago 
he  came  to  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  buying  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  northeast  of  Hopkins,  to  the  operation  of  which  he  devoted 
himself  assiduously  until  January,  1910,  when  he  moved  to  Oklahoma,  where 
he  has  established  himself  permanently.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Democratic  party,  while  his  religious  membership  is  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  in  which  he  was  reared. 

In  1883  Mr.  Hanna  was  united  in  marriage  with  Glenna  McCoslmm, 
and  their  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Roy  Francis,  of 
this  review,  and  Donald,  who  lives  with  his  parents. 

Roy  Francis  Hanna  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Hopkins, 
graduating  in  1900,  after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  two 
years.  He  then  entered  the  Maryville  high  school,  where  he  was  graduated 
in  1903.  During  the  following  three  years  he  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  in 
country  schools,  in  the  meanwhile  attending  a  summer  school  at  Maryville. 
He  then  accepted  the  position  of  principal  of  the  schools  at  Ravenwood, 
in  which  position  he  was  retained  two  years,  then  taking  the  schools  at  Gra¬ 
ham  for  a  year.  The  following  year  he  became  superintendent  of  schools 
at  Skidmore,  this  county,  in  which  position  he  was  rendering  efficient  serv¬ 
ice,  when  he  resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  cashiership  of  the  Bank  of 
Worth,  which  responsible  office  he  now  fills.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  business 
and  executive  ability  and,  as  cashier,  he  has  the  practical  management  of 
its  affairs,  much  of  its  success  being  directly  due  to  his  efforts.  The  Bank 
of  Worth  is  one  of  the  solid  and  influential  monetary  institutions  of  Worth 
county,  enjoying  the  unlimited  confidence  and  the  patronage  of  the  public. 

On  February  8,  1909,  Mr.  Hanna,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Frances 
F.  Sobbing,  of  Hopkins,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  A.  H.  and  Josephine  (Dow¬ 
ling)  Sobbing.  Joseph  Sobbing  was  born  in  the  province  of  Westphalen, 
Prussia,  in  1848,  and  in  1877  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at  once 
in  Hopkins  township,  Nodaway  county,  Missouri,  where  he  became  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  being  now  deceased.  t 

Politically,  Mr.  Hanna  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though  he  is  in  no  sense 
a  seeker  after  public  office.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Personally,  he  is  genial  and  accommodating,  and 
because  of  his  genuine  worth  he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  entire 
community. 
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A.  E.  MALOTTE. 

The  county  of  Nodaway  numbers  among  its  citizens  many  skillful  phy¬ 
sicians.  lawyers  of  state  repute,  well-known  manufacturers  and  business 
men  of  much  more  than  local  reputations.  While  proud  of  them,  she  is  not 
lacking  in  others  who  have  achieved  distinction  in  callings  requiring  intel¬ 
lectual  abilities  of  a  high  order.  Among  the  latter.  Prof.  A.  E.  Malotte. 
the  popular  and  efficient  principal  of  the  Graham  public  schools,  occupies  a 
deservedly  conspicuous  place.  No  one  is  more  entitled  to  the  thoughtful 
consideration  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people  than  he  who  shapes  and  di¬ 
rects  the  minds  of  the  young,  adds  to  the  value  of  their  intellectual  treasures 
and  moulds  their  characters.  This  is  pre-eminently  the  mission  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  and  conscientious  teacher,  and  to  such  noble  work  is  the  life  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  devoted. 

Professor  Malotte  is  a  native  son  of  Missouri,  having  been  born  in 
Holt  county  on  March  9,  1880,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  James  W.  and  Man 
(Eddy)  Malotte.  These  parents  also  were  natives  of  Missouri,  the  father 
horn  in  Clay  county  and  the  mother  in  Holt  county,  and  after  their  marriage 
they  settled  on  a  farm  in  the  latter  county.  The  father  gave  his  attention 
to  the  operation  of  this  farm  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Graham  and  ac¬ 
cepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  church,  which  position  he  retained  sev¬ 
eral  years,  giving  eminent  satisfaction  and  doing  much  to  strengthen  and 
build  up  the  society.  He  established  the  first  lumber  yard  at  Graham  and 
erected  practically  all  the  houses  in  the  Facade  addition.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  there  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
he  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Mound  City,  this  state. 
Afer  serving  that  church  for  two  years,  he  retired  from  active  labor  and 
came  to  Maryville,  this  county,  to  reside,  his  death  occurring  here  one  year 
later,  on  November  18,  1901,  in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  A.  E.,  the  immediate  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch;  Paul,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years;  Laura  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Armstrong,  an  attorney  at  Maryville;  Karl,  a  successful 
physician  in  Chicago. 

A.  E.  Malotte  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools, 
supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  the  old  Maryville  Seminary  and  at  the 
Fifth  District  Normal  School  at  Maryville.  On  completing  his  education 
he  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  Nodaway,  Holt  and  Andrew 
counties,  and  met  with  uniform  success  in  every  school  in  which  he  was 
engaged.  In  the  spring  of  1909  he  accepted  the  position  of  principal  of  the 
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schools  at  Graham,  in  which  capacity  he  has  given  the  most  eminent  satis¬ 
faction  to  both  patrons  and  pupils,  having  exhibited  pedagogical  and  adminis¬ 
trative  qualities  of  the  highest  order.  A  thorough  education,  studious  habits 
and  correct  principles  have  been  concomitants  which  have  contributed  largely 
to  the  success  of  Mr.  Malotte,  and  because  of  his  high  personal  character 
and  success  as  an  educator  he  has  won  and  retains  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  entire  community. 


CHRISTIAN  BUTTMANN. 

It  is  a  fact  patent  to  all  that  the  Gffiited  States  can  boast  of  no  better 
or  more  law-abiding  class  of  citizens  than  the  great  number  of  Germans  who 
have  found  homes  within  her  borders.  Though  holding  dear  and  sacred  the 
beloved  fatherland,  they  are  none  the  less  devoted  to  the  fair  country  of  their 
adoption  and  they  exhibit  here  those  qualities  for  which  Germany  is  famous 
— industry,  patience,  intelligence,  morality  and  sturdiness.  Among  this  large 
and  highly  respected  class  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  for  a  number 
of  years  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  business  in  the  thriving  little  town 
of  Barnard,  Nodaway  county. 

Christian  Buttmann  was  born  on  October  u,  1854,  in  Holstein,  Germany, 
a  son  of  Fredrich  and  Metta  (Plotz)  Buttmann,  natives  of  Holstein.  The 
father  died  in  1905  and  the  mother  in  1888,  and  they  were  buried  in  their 
native  land.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  his  native  land  and 
received  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years  he  came  to  America  and  located  in  Nebraska,  where  for  two  months  he 
was  employed  at  farm  work.  He  then  went  to  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and 
secured  employment  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  harnessmaker,  at  which  he  had 
worked  before  coming  to  this  country.  He  was  industrious  and  practiced  a 
wise  economy  so  that  in  1887  he  was  enabled  to  locate  in  Graham,  Nodaway 
county,  and  set  up  in  business  for  himself,  in  which  he  was  continuouslv 
engaged  for  twenty  years.  He  has  prospered  and  accumulated  considerable 
valuable  business  property  in  that  town,  which  he  now  rents,  the  postoffice 
being  located  in  one  of  his  rooms.  In  1904  he  sold  his  harness  business 
there  and  re-engaged  in  the  same  line  at  Barnard,  where  he  now  lives.  He 
carries  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  goods,  practically  all  of  which  is  the 
product  of  his  own  shop  and  the  quality  of  which  is  superior  to  the  average 
factory  output.  His  stock  is  large  and  would  be  a  credit  to  any  town  of 
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much  larger  size.  By  close  application  and  fair  treatment  he  has  built  up 
a  large  and  constantly  increasing  patronage,  being  now  numbered  among  the 
successful  business  men  of  Barnard. 

On  February  io,  1887,  Mr.  Buttmann  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lucy 
Ellen  Johnston,  who  was  born  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  1869.  Mrs. 
Buttmann  is  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Johnston,  who  were  natives 
of  Virginia,  the  family  coming  to  Nodaway  county  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Buttmann  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  James  Frederic,  born 
November  20,  1887,  who  is  a  harnessmaker  and  machine  operator  by  trade, 
lives  at  Maryville,  this  county:  Mary  Leona,  born  November  26,  1889,  and 
who  remains  at  home  with  her  parents,  completed  her  common  school  educa¬ 
tion  and  then  took  a  course  in  music  at  Maryville. 

Politically,  Mr.  Buttmann  is  a  Republican  and,  while  a  resident  of  Gra¬ 
ham,  he  was  twice  elected  trustee  of  Hughes  township.  Fraternally,  he  is 
identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the  Woodmen  of 
the  World,  in  both  of  which  bodies  he  has  served  in  various  offices.  Re¬ 
ligiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  he  gives  an  earnest 
support.  They  are  genial  and  companionable  people,  the  spirit  of  hospitality 
ever  pervading  their  home,  and  they  enjoy  the  good  will  of  all  who  know 
them. 


B.  RALEIGH  MARTIN. 


One  of  the  most  successful  attorneys  of  the  younger  generation  in  north¬ 
west  Missouri  is  B.  Raleigh  Martin,  now  practicing  in  St.  Joseph,  but  until 
recently  one  of  Nodaway  county’s  best  known  members  of  the  bar,  being 
known  for  his  industrious  habits,  prompt  and  faithful  to  all  business  matters 
entrusted  to  him,  and  strictly  honest  in  all  his  transactions,  professional  or 
otherwise.  He  is  deliberate,  painstaking  and  cautious  in  his  methods  of  work, 
and  in  all  that  he  does  he  recognizes  the  principles  of  system  and  order.  His 
talents  are  of  that  mould  that  the  world  inclines  to  denominate  brilliancy  in 
oratory,  and  are  also  of  the  equally  useful,  valuable  and  practical  kind.  He 
aims  to  be  familiar  with  his  books,  and  his  purpose  is  to  understand  the  law: 
a  matter-of-fact,  straightforward,  responsible,  unassuming  gentleman  and 
lawyer.  He  has  deservedly  gained  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people, 
and  is  succeeding  well  in  his  profession,  with  the  best  of  prospects  for  a  future 
compensating  enlargement  of  practice. 

Mr.  Martin  was  born  in  McDonough  county,  Illinois,  July  6,  1872,  and 
is  the  son  of  Dr.  Erancis  M.  and  Salome  Sarah  (Westfall)  Martin,  the  father 


1 1 32 


PAST  AND  PRESENT 


now  a  well  known  homeopathic  physician  of  Maryville,  a  native  of  Illinois 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  Following  his  graduation  at  the  Hahne¬ 
mann  Medical  College  in  Chicago,  in  1877.  he  practiced  his  profession  at 
LaHarpe,  Illinois,  for  ten  years,  moving  to  Maryville,  Missouri,  in  1887  and 
has  remained  here  to  the  present  time,  being  one  of  the  best  known  homeo¬ 
paths  in  the  state,  and  in  1899  was  president  of  the  Homeopathic  Medical 
Society  of  Missouri.  He  married  Salome  Sarah  Westfall  on  August  24, 
1871,  in  McComb,  Illinois,  and  four  children  were  born  to  this  union :  Beverly 
Raleigh,  of  this  review;  Mabel  P.,  of  Maryville,  Missouri;  Dr.  Charles  V.. 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  Alice  Almyra,  of  Maryville. 

B.  Raleigh  Martin  received  his  primary  education  at  LaHarpe,  Illinois, 
and  in  the  Maryville  (Missouri)  schools,  graduating  from  the  local  academy 
in  1892.  He  read  law  while  attending  school,  and  after  his  graduation  he 
entered  Judge  Ramsay's  office,  and  in  1893  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He 
opened  an  office  in  Hopkins,  Missouri,  and  was  very  successful  in  the  practice 
there  until  1898,  in  which  year  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Nod¬ 
away  county,  his  abilities  and  public  spirit  having  attracted  the  attention  of 
party  leaders  and  the  public  as  well,  for  prior  to  that  time  he  had  become 
prominent  as  a  criminal  lawyer,  having  been  retained  in  a  number  of  im¬ 
portant  cases,  among  which  were  these:  the  State  of  Missouri  against  Ulmer 
and  Rasco,  Ulmer  receiving  a  sentence  of  twenty  years  in  the  state  peniten¬ 
tiary;  also  that  of  the  state  of  Iowa  against  Friend,  Beabout  and  Pope.  As  a 
prosecutor  he  had  charge  of  a  number  of  important  cases,  all  of  which  he 
handled  with  consummate  skill  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

Mr.  Martin's  oratorical  powers  and  his  familiarity  with  the  literature  of 
the  world  and  general  topics  of  the  day  have  rendered  his  services  in  demand 
as  a  lecturer  and  he  has  appeared  on  many  platforms  on  diverse  themes, 
always  delighting  his  audience,  whatever  the  subject  presented.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

Seeking  a  large  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents,  Mr.  Martin  moved  to 
St.  Joseph  on  April  15,  1910,  where  he  will,  no  doubt,  soon  take  a  position  in 
the  front  rank  of  the  Buchanan  county  bar. 

Mr.  Martin  was  married,  in  1893,  to  Mabel  Thurston,  the  excellent  rep¬ 
resentative  of  a  fine  old  family  of  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  and  this  union 
has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Pauline  E.  S.,  now  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  Marion  T. 

Judging  from  his  past  enviable  record  and  the  fact  that  he  is  yet  young 
in  years,  the  future  of  Mr.  Martin  is  particularly  bright  as  a  lawyer,  lecturer, 
politician  and  citizen. 
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